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70 HIS FRIENDS. LETTER XCV. 427
L.EE T ER — XCV.
To the Earl of St aAIR.
London, Sept.

3; 1739
MY LORD,

Y the return of the meflenger, by whom I received
the favour of your létter, with the inclofed papers,
I writ to lord Marchmont my poor {entiments upon the
points in queftion. 1 thought it the fame as writing to
you; but chole to direét it rather to him, becaufe the mel-
{enger told me, he fhould fee him firft. I fhall fay no
more now, by the common poft, upon that fubjet, than
that I thought the firft part of the plan extremely right;
but the latter part rather ill-timed now, and would not have
the effeé propofed or hoped for. What do you fay to the
vigor of our adminiftration? The fleeping lion is roufed ;
and a hundred and twenty men of war now in commiffion,
and forty thoufand land forces in England, will {hew our
enemics abroad, that they have prefumed too much and
too long upon fir Robert’s pacific temper. Ifay thison
the fuppofition and hopes that thefe land forces are only
raifed againft our common enemies abroad, and not againit
fir Robert’s enemies at home; though I know which I be-
lieve. It is reported too, but I den’t know with what
grounds, that this parliament is this feffion to be continu-
ed feven years longer, upon pretence that, in this time of
danger, tke nation is not in a proper te€mper to meet and
chufe new reprefentatives. Violent as this {tep may feem,
I cannot think it is totally improbable, whenI combine
feveral circamitances; but this I know, that, if it 1 taken,
there is an end of us, I mean conflitutionally. Your vifit
to Ireland is a fign of your good health and fpirits, which
1 rejoice at, and with you the long continuance of, asmuch
as any man upon earth can do, being, I am fure, as much
gs any man upon earth can be,

My dear lord,
Your moft faithful humble fervant,
CHESTERFIELD.
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