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TO THE SAME.

London, Dec: 3, 1739
MY DEAR LORD,

INCE I troubled you laft, T have three letters from you
to atkn@wlcdgﬂc. As to the two firft, you will have
heard from all your friends here, that thL D.of A. is by
no means as yet ripe to come into anyof thofe pr Dptjﬁtlom.
1 both think and hope he will by next year; but, in the
mean time, he mult be ftroked and not fpurred. The
plan inclofed in your letter, which I received yefterday,
1s, in my opinion, a perfet right one, and is now follow-
ed by many corporations in England, in their inftruétions
to their members; and ought to have been fo by all the
counties, if thofe, who at the end of laft feffion of parlia-
ment undertook that province, had noteither carelefsly or
wilfully neglected it till the affizes were over, which has
now made it impoflible for this year. ‘The b1|1 to limit
the number of placemen in parliament, is to be brouqht In
after the holidays, and will, I {fuppole, bc as foon rejected ;
after which, it will be ﬂﬁ‘CC‘ﬁdl’V to print the names of thofe
who voted for or againftit; and then frefh inftruétions from
every county or borough, " both in England and Scotland,
wherever they can be obtained, and, I believe, they may
from almoft every county, and a great majority of the bo-
roughs will come with flill 1 greater weight next year. As
for poftponing the money bills till fuch a bill be agreed to,
which is what you propoie, and what is likewife mentioned
in the inftructions of the city of London, I find that will
not do; becaufe, to tell you the plain truth, many of the
oppoﬁtion donotin their hearts greatly relith the place bill
itfelf, which they think might prove a ck}q upon their ad-
miniftration, and they wi i} b» no means hear of any thmg
like a tack, or a ﬂoﬁpoumg of the money bills. If the
whole oppoﬁtmn meant the fame thing as you and I do,
they would moft certainly entertain this meafure, which
18
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is the only one that can recover the conftitution; all
others are but temporary palliatives: for while the houfes
of lords and commons are abfolutely in the power of the
crown, as they vifibly now are, we have no conftitution,
.nd the crown alone is, without a myftery, the three
branches of the legiflature. But unfortu nately, 1 doubt,
this is what many people defire as heartily as you and I
vith the contrary. Sir Robert’s health is thought to be
very precarious, and there are many of us who already
anticipate in their thoughts the joyful moment, which
they think not remote, of coming into power ; and con-
fequently, far from defiring to make fhackles for them-
felves, are rather willing to continue thofe upon the peo-
ple which fir Robert has forged for them. This, 1 own,
is 2 melancholy cafe; but I fear it 1s too much the cafe.
The perfons you allude to, that you think might be pre-
vailed with to act agail'zﬁ fir Robert, are not to be moved.
They have been tried, and their own intereft in fo doing
has been manifeftly fhewn them, but to no purpole.
They confider money 2s their owi¥ intereft, and would
not venture the fufpenfion of a quarter’s falary to fave the
whole nation. This, my dear lord, is our wretched fitu-
ation, from whence, I think, little good can arife. Uni-
on among ourfelves cannot be expetted, where our views
are fo widely different. This fir Robert knows, and tri-
umphs in. I defpair of either doing good or feeing any
done ; yet, while I live, 1 affure you, 1 will endeavour it.
I with my country well, and upon that principle alone
muft with you fo; but many other confiderations concur
to make me honor and efteem you as I do, and to form
that attachment and friendfhip with which I fhall ever be,

My dear lord,
Moft faithfully yours,
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