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430 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

LS R =T PR o XGVITL
TO THE SAME.

MY DEAR LORD,

WISH I had any thing better than thanks to return
you for your feveral letters, but unfortunately I can
fend you no dCLDUI‘*\ from hence that I can write or you
read with fatisfattion. The oijpoimon 1s in truth become
no oppofition at all ; is looked upon already in that light
by the court, and, I am afraid, will foon be {o by the
whole nation. The views of the individuals are too dif-
ferent for them to draw together. Some few mean the
public good, and they are for atting and pufhing of con-
ftitutional meafures ; but many more mean only their
pl’lV‘dtL 1z1teru’c, and they think pubhc ina¢tion and fecret
negociations the moft conducive to it. They confider fir
Robert’s life as a bad one, and defire, by their fubmiffion
and tamenefs, to recommend themf{elves to be his fuccef-
fors. ' The court, they fay, is too I’Lrong to be evercome
by n'*-poﬁtion, that is, in truth, they think it would be
t00 {trong for their impatience for pOWET upon any terms.
In this dlfLra&td ftate of the oppofition, you will not be
furprized that nothing is done, and that the court triumphs.
Thofe of your friends here e, with whom I am connetted,
wifh, as I do, many things which it is not in our power
to b;m«r about, and which would only difcover our weak-
nefs to attempt. My only hopes are from the fpirit of
the nation in the next elefion, where, if we exert, I
think there are hopes of having a better parliament than
this. In your part of the kingdom more may be done
with effeét in that affair than in this part, where the in-
fluence of the court is more powerful; and I hope, there-
fore, you will all exert at that laft Hruwfrle for our confti-
tution. We are to have here next w eck 2 general meet-
ing, to fettle the ele&ions for the next parliament, in
which, I nwa no doubt, but'thofe who have ruined the
oprnﬁtron will ufe their endeavours to fruftrate this defign
too ; but ftill I hope, it will have fome good effeét, though
t(}
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to be fure not fo good a one as if we all meant the fame
thing. The place bill comes in on Tuefday next, and
will be thrown out the fame day. Some of our patriots
will rant that day, par manitre & acquit, by permiflion
from the court, and then the feffion is ended. 1 thewed
your paper upon that fubjett to fome of my friends, who
will endeavour to make what ufe they can of it.

Your old friend lord Cathcart kiffed the king’s hand
yefterday, for the command of the intended expedition.
Some fay it is againft Cuba; others, againft Buenos

(=)

Ayres ; but none know, and the fecret is inviolably kept.
For my own part, wherever it is intended, I have a very
bad opinion of the fuccefs of it, when I know that no-
body capable of forming a right plan has been confulted
in it, and that no officer able to condu& it is well enough
at court to be employed in it.

As I have writ all this to you @ coeur ouvert, I beg it
may go no further, it being better that the real wretched
ftate of the oppofition fhould not be univerfally known,
though, I fear, it is but too well guefled at. It might
difcourage, and could do no good.

If all meant as well as you do, I fhould, with more
hopes and better fpirits, take what little part I am able;

but I confefs that, in the prefent fituation of things, I-

rather content myfelf with not doing ill, than hope to do
any good. I will keep my conicience and my charater
clear, with what I fhould, and do what I can, & pour le
refte, alors comme alors.  But in all fituations, pleafed and
proud of being reckoned in the number of thofe who
love and value you as you deferve, and who with you in
a condition of doing your country all the good you are
both fo defirous and fo able to do it. Adieu, my dear
lord ; believe me,

Moft faithfully yours,

CHESTERFIELD.

INDEX







	Seite 430
	Seite 431
	[Seite]

