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To the Right Honourable

GEORGE

Marquifs, Earl, and Vifcount Ha/+
lifax, Baron of Eland, Lord
Privy Seal, and one of his Ma-
jefty’s moft Honourable Privy
Council,

M LOR D,
F I bave [et down the only Opportuity I ever
bad of kiffing your Lordfbip’s Hands amongfé
the happy Lncounters of my Life; and lfake
this Occafion, [o many XYears after, to tell you

fo; your Lordfbip will not, I kope, think your-
[elf injured by fuch a Declaration from o Man

that bonours You s nor condemn my Ambition,
awhen I publifb to the World, that I am not alto-
gether uiknown to You. Your Lordfbip, perad-
wenture, may bave forgot a Converfation [o little
worthy your Remembrance : But the Memcry cf
your Lord/bip’s obliging Fafbion to me all that
Time, con never die with mes and though my
Acknowledgment arrives thus late at you, I bave
never left it at bome when 1 went abroad into
the beft Company. My Lord, 1 cannat, I would
not flatter you, I do not think your Lordfbip ca-
pable of being flattered, weither am I inclined 10

N2 qe

i i S

=il

|



T e

T T T e D M

D-E"DEC A TH2ON;

do it to thofe that are : But I camnot forbear to
Jayy hat * T then received. fuch an Impreffion of
your Virtue and noble Nature, as will flay with
me for ever. This will either excife the Liberty
I prefume to take in this Dedication, or, at leqft,
wiake it 7o Wonder 5 and I am fo confident in your
Lordfbip’s Genercfity, that I affure myfelf you
will, not deny your Protefion to a Man whofe
greateft publick Crime is, that of anil] Writer.
o better Book (if there e a better of the Kind)
(7 the Original Twnean) bad been a Prefent more
Sitly [uited to your Lordfbip’s Quality and Merit,
and to my Devotion. I could hardly wifl it fuch :
But as it is, I lay it at your Lordfbip’s Feet, to-
gether with,
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My Lor p,
Your Lorpsuip’s moft Humble,

and moft Obedient Servant,

Charles Cotton.
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