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That Men by various Ways arrive at the Jfamé
End.

X HE moft likely and moft ufoal Way in

soyy Practice, of appeafing the Indignation of

P 1
%} fuch as we have any Way offended, when
=]

= - we {ee them in Pofleflion of the Power
) @ )
> 1

of Revenge, and find that we abfolutely
_ lye at their Mercy, is by
Submiffion (than which, nothing more .. "
fatrere EHEEL i lifies the Hearts
latt e Glory of an Adverfary) to ot e o nided
move them to Commiferation and Pity : / MEET
Ar}d yet Bravery, Conftancy, and Refclution, however
quite contrary Means, have fometimes ferved to produce
[ 1 ~ N e
S the lame Effe®. Edaward the Black Prince
Sl il _ Edward the
ales (the fame who folong governed Blick Prbies
; s s =it 2 : rINCe.
our Province of Guienne, a Perfon whofe -
high Condition, excellent Qualities, and remarkable For-
C 2 tune,

Submiffion  #iol-




12 MoxTta1cNE’s Effays.

tune, have in them a great deal of the moft ncoble and
moft confiderable Parts of Grandeur) having through
fome Mifdemeanours of theirs; bee n L.wl]v 1.](,enftd
by the Limofins, and in th I},Ldt of Lhnlt Refentment
taken their Cit ty by Aﬂm;t, was not, 1 the Riot com-
monly attending fuch Executions, either by the Out-
cries uf the People, or the Prayers and Tears of the Wo-
men and Children, abandoned to Slaughter and preftifutest
his Feet for Mercy, to be ftayed f uting his-Re-
venge; till penetrating farther inte-th r-of the T owWn,

he at lalt took Notice {}'{' three French
Gentlemen, who with incredible Bra-
very alone 1 the
of
was, that the Confide
réemarkable a Virtue,
and that his Clemency,
thefe three Cavaliers

1

_r\f,m(h nu’c"f J ./'—
1

lour ,J '3 French

Gentlemen.

whole Power

maining Inl
5, in great
; lute Puapoﬂ to .mI hu. ,and
tucd by all the Ways of Humility :
pcafehi n, feeing ’um notwith#: “_I!]H'C:i
his Ruin, rCf[ lved, as his laft Refugoe
*‘*'ﬂ him with his Su ]

C
L e et
f his f""‘H_ & :'..u'..:'glf:\L.«'.‘: tor n1s

3,_1
Lilg

ch Behaviour
s Fury, who, fee-
.1|n him .affume fo noble a Re {olution, received h"‘l t0
Grace: An Example, however

s that I?'.-ii{'.".-t {uffer another
Interpretation with fuch as have notvead of the prodigious
Force and Valour of that invincible f"rii'r:r.*. The' Empe-
ror Conrade 111. h: "’l":_'l' LL-_[,& ed G _f:,;'f? Duke of Bawvaria,
would not be prevailed upon, what mean and unmanly Sa-
tisfactions foever had ,,ku‘ tendered to ]‘;1‘1 tocondefcend to
milderConditions, than that U.J.p,-, and Gentlowomen only
who were in the Town ght z_a\ out without Viclation

LLIUILLL
of their Honour on }um,wrrtl \,Ln fo much only as they
(.Ut-hl CAITy at bout t!
{ooner known, but
mity of Heart, and an Excels of o
ievny LO;P:;\M\} to: cari )

Which wasno
out of Magnani-
¢ ire, the *lm-

heir Shoulders, - their
Tufbands and Children, and even the Duke hf:‘}ﬁ:]f; a
oight at which the Emperor was fo pleafed, that ravithed

2 with
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Various T ays-to the [ame End, 53

with the Gc:rewﬂ:y of the A&ion, he wept for Joy, and
1mmediately c,\tm'*mhlmg in his He‘vt the mortal and
.lel.lc‘.blc Hatred he had conceiv’d againit this Duke, he
from that Time forward treated’ him and his with all
J'Iumqmty and Affe&tion. The one, or tlc other, of
thefe two ways, would with great Facility work upen my
Nature ; for I have a ma ”t:ll(]db I’ror:nnw to Mercy and
Mildnefs, and to fuch a Degree of Tendernefs, that I
umfy of the two I fhould {ooner furrender my Anger
to Compa/fion than Efteern » And yet Pity is 1‘t3pt1*“d a Vice
amongiu the ~K;-f'.r.ff!:.l, who will that we
fuccour the Aflited, but not that we
thould be fo affe "-“LJ with their Sufferings,
as to {uffer with them. I conceiv’d thefe
Examples not ill fuited to the Queftion in Hand, and the
rather becaufe therein we obferve thefe great Souls, aflanlted
;-_nd try’d b}‘ { 1efe two {everal ways to refift the one without
el enting, and to be fhook and {ubjefted by the other.
."r 15 true, L;.. t to fuffer a Man’s Heart to be totally fubdu’d

Pity reputed a
Vice amongf?
the Stoicks.

("|

by Com pafi 1\“ , may be imputed to Facility, Effeminacy,
) s; whence it comes to pafs, that the
weakelt Natures, as of Women, Children, and the com-
mon Sort of Pwuih,, are the moit {ubjett to it : But after
hav ing refifted, and difdain’d the Power r;f"Sighs and Tears,
urrender a Man’s Animofity to the fole Reverence of
{acred Ii‘n;lgr: of Virtue:; this can be no other than
the Effeét of a ii"r;nt’ and inflexible Soul, enamour’d of,
and ravifh’d L ith a Mafculine and ouilm:t Valour.
Neverthelefs, Aftonithment and Admiration may in lefs
generous Mu,dz eget a like Effect. Witnefs the People of
Thebes, who having put two of their Generals upon rriai
for their Lives, for havi ing continued in Arms beyond the
precife Term of their Commiflion, very hardly pardon'd
Pel Jfﬁm; who bow1i mg under the Weightof {o ct.\nou' ousan
Accaf: ‘Hon had made no manner of Defence for hlmf*if
nor produc d other f‘.]g‘fﬂltl'ta than Pr rayers ¢ wnd Suppli-
cations to fecure his Head ; whiereas, on the contrary, Lpa-
"- hTUuﬂht to T.ht- :{1‘11, and }(nulu ng to It ;‘{(‘, 11}"
i.-c }].d.-i perform’d in their Sc vice, and after
a haughty and a rTOgant manner repr o.c‘f.mg‘ thf;m with.
Ingratitude and 1-11 tice, they had not the Heart to pro-
¢eed any further in his Trial, but broke up the Court
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14 MoxTtatene’s Effays.

and departed, the whole Aflembly highly commendin
the Courage and Confidence of this Man Dionfius the
Te Cruicliyof Elder, iif‘tcr h;w_ing by a T.'ecl.iﬁus ‘S.l't'_*g{f, :m.d
Pionyfins thmugn exceitlmg great !Jiluul;uul'wa, lt;l'i«;L‘.L'!
Tikont. the City of Rbegium, and in it the Gover-

nor Phyton, a very gallant Man, who had
made fo obftinate a Defence, he was refolv’d to make him
a tragical Example of his Revenge; in order whereunto,
and the more fenfibly to afli® him, he firft told him,
That ke bad the Day before caus d bis Son and all bis Kindyid
to be drown’d: Towhich Phyton return’d no other Anfwer
but this, That they awere then by one Day happier than be.
Afterwhich, caufing him tobe ltripp’d,and delivering him
into the Hands of the Tormentors, he was by them not
only dragg’d through the Streets of the Town, and moft
ignominioufly and cruelly whipp’d, but moreover, vilified
with moft bitter and contumelious Language : Yet ftill, in
the Fury of all this Perfecution, he maintain’d his Courage

the

entire all the Way, with a ftrong Voice and undaunte
Countenance proclaiming the glorious Caufe of his Death;
namely, for that he would not deliver up his Country in-
to the Hands of a mercilefs Tyrant ; at the fame Time
denouncing againft him a fudden Chaftifement from the
offended Gods. At which the Tyrant rolling his Eyes
about, and reading in his Soldiers Loeks, that inftead of
being incens'd at the haughty Language of this conquer’d
Enemy, to the Contempt of him their Captain and his
Triumph, they not only feem'd firuck with Admiration
of {o rare a Virtue, but moreover inclin’d to mutiny, and
‘Were even ready to refcue the Prifoner out of the Hangman'
Hands, he caufed the Execntion to ceafe, and afterwards
privately caus’d him to be thrown into the Sea. Man (in
good Earneft) is a marvellous,vain, fickle, and unftable Sul-
je€t, and on whom it is very hard to form any certain ot
proportionate Judgment, For Pompey could pardon the
whole City of the Mammertines, though furionfly incens'd
againft 1t, upon the fingle Account of the Virtue and
Magnanimity of one Citizen, Zens, who took the Fault
of the Publick wholly upon himfelf; neither intreated
other Favour, but alone to undergo. the Punifhment for
all: And yet Sylla’s Hoft, having in the City of Perufia
manifelted the fame Virtue, obtain’d nothing by it, either

for
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Various Ways to the fame End. 15

for himfelf or his Fellow Citizens. And dire&ly con-
trary to my firft Examples, the braveft of all Men, and
who was ;epuu:fl {o gracious and civil to all thofe he over-
came. Alexander the Great,having after many great Diffical-
ties forc’d the City of Ga'w, and entring found Betis, who
commanded t J;‘LI{_, and of whofe Valour in the Time of
this Siege he had moft noble and manifeft Proafb, alone,
forfaken by all his Soldiers, his Arms hack’d and hew’d to
Pieces, covered all over mth Blood and Wounds, and yet
{till fighting in the Croud of a great Number of Macedoni-
ans, who were laying on him on all Sides, he faid to him,
nettled at fo dear bought Vi€ory, and two freflhWounds he
had newly received in his own Perfon, Thou fbalt not die
Betis /o bonourably a: thou doft intend, lf:,ffj?ua/f affuredly fuf-
Jer all the Torments that can be :ry?zr?fcfa?m miferable Captive.
To which Menaces the other returning no other Anfwer,
but only a fierce and difdainful Look ; What, fays the Lon-
(}.1.,1E,I'OI‘ :[o‘bfervmg his cbftinate Silence) Zs Olfiaate S5
be too fliff to bend & Knee! Is be too proud o p Bat;
utter one fuppliant Word! 1 fball certainly e B
conguer this Silence 5 and if* I cannot forcea Word from bis
Mouth, 1 fball at leaft exira a Groan from his Heart.
And the -enpon converting his Anger into Fury, prefently
commanded l1r T—Icms to be bored through, caufing him
to be dragg’d, mangled, and difmembred at an infamous
Cart’s-Tail. \«‘-'"s it that the Height of CO‘Trage was fo
natural and familiar to this Conqueror, that becaufe he
rcnld not admire, he fhould the lefs efteem this Hero 2
Or was it that he conceiv’d Valour to be a Virtue {o pecu-
Liar to himfelf, that his Pride could not, without Envy,
endure it in another ? Or was it that the natural Im'af'tu-
ofity of his Fury was incapable of Oppofition ? Lutzumy
had it been cap"blc. of any manner of Moderation or
Sa hetv, it 15 to be believ'd, that in the Sack and Defolation
of Thebes, to fee fo many vahant Men loft and totally Def-
titute of any farther Defence, cruelly maffacred before his
]' cs, would have appeas’d it. Where there were ahove
{0

x thoufand put to the Sword, of which not one was feen
ﬂ' , or heard to ery out for Quarter ; but on the contrary
every one ranning here and there to feek out and to provoke
I e victorious E '161115 to nelp them to an honourable

find ; Not one who did not to his lait Gafp, yet endeavour
C 4 to
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he Death of an
Virtue create. no Pity, and the

. R ““]“r"{_ ; but the Slaughter continued to
icod that was capable of being fhed, and
p'd not till it met u_-' akzed and Impotent

and Children, of them to
“thi y. thoufand Slaves.
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Of Sorrow. 17

ioancies of 4 wild and defperate Sorrow, A Story that
ay'very fitly be coupled with another of the {ame kind,
of a late Timcc of our own Nation, who b{:mg at Trent,
and having News there brought him of the Death of hlb
elder Brother, but a Brother on whom depended thewhole
Support : Honour of his Houfe, and {oon after of that
of a yo' 1:_e- r Broth e, the fecond Hope of his Family,
and having withflood thefe two Affaults with an emmplazy
Refolution, one of his Servants happening a few Days after
to die, he {uffered his Conftancy to be overcome by this laft
Accident ; and parting with his Courage, {fo abandon’d
himfelf to Sorrow and Mourning, that fome from thence
were forward to conclude, that he wasonly touch’d to the
Q@ia‘lc by this Iz ift Stroke of Fortune; but, in truth; it was
that ht‘:t‘g before brim-full of Grief, the maﬂ Ad dltlon over-
flow’d the Bounds of all Patience. Which might alfo be
{aid of the former Example, did not the § ‘:o*y proceed to
tell us, that Cambyfes alking Plammenitus, Why, not being
mov' d al the G a!am:{y of bis Son and Daughter, ke ﬁ-aw’d
Jo great Jr‘?m;m{e bear the Mf.ﬁrmw of bis Friend 2
J# is {anfw ered he,) becaunfe this laft Affiction wvas only 2o be
d by Tears, the tawo firfl rwef’ff}" all manner of
n.  And peradventure {Umerhwc like this might
IJ{ working in the Fancy of the ancient Painter, who be-
ing in the k:ac'iﬁu, of Jphigenia, to reprefent rHe Sorrow
of the Afiftants 1 1oport10nn’u1} to the feveral Degrees of
Intereft every one had in the Death of this fair innocent
Virgin; and having in the other Figures laid out the ut-
El.‘.-i:-i: I"'U\;f:;' of his Art, when he came to that of her
r he drew him m;h a Veil over his Face, meanin
':j-.', that no kind of Countenance was capable of
xprefling fuch a- Degree of Sorrow. Which is alfo the
Reafon why the Poets feign the miferable Mother Nicte,
having firit loft f{even %o"“a, and fmccmv-f'l} as many
Dav gil'.t'rai, to be at laft transform’d into a Rock ;

?).’I.J '[’:.‘ :’J:Z.}__;_' ?'I;f-i’j"-,}' ¥* i

———Whom Grief alone,
Had Pow’r to ftiffen into Stone.

{I'.. r.-.lld|l |I.:I

——————— it i e i i

Thereby




18 MonTaionE’s Eflays,

Thereby to exprefs, that melancholick, dumb, and deaf
Stupidity, which benumbs all our Faculties when oppreft
with Accidents greater than we are able to bear ; and in-
deed the Violence and Impreflion of an exceflive Grief,
muft of Neceflity aftonifh the Soul, and wholly deprive
her of her ordinary Funétions : As it happens to every one
of us, who upon any fudden Alarm of very ill News, find
ourfelves furpriz’d, ftupified, and in a manner depriv’d of
all Power of Motion, till the Soul, beginning to vent itfelf
in Sighs and Tears, feems a little to free and difengage it
felt from the fudden Oppreflion, and to have obtain’d {ome
Room to work itfelf out at greater Liberty.
Et wia vix tandem woci laxata dolore efl *.

Yet {carce at laft by fruggling Grief a Gat
Unbolted is for Sighs to fally at.

In the War that Ferdinand made upor the Widow of

King Faohn of Hungary abeout Byda, a Mar it Arms was
particularly taken Notice of by every one for his ﬁngu!nr
gallant Behaviour in a certain Encouncer ; unknown, highly
commended, and as much lamented, being left dead upon
the Place :. But by none fo much as by Raifiiac a German
Yord, who was infinitely enamour’d of o untparallel’
Virtue. When the Body being brought off, and th
Count with the common Curiofity coming to view it, the
Arms were no {ooner taken off, but he im mediately knew
him to be his own Son. A Thing that added a econd
Blow to the Compaflion of zll the Beholders ; only he,
without uttering a Word, or turning away his Eyes m
the woeful Objeét, ffood fixtly contemplating the Bedy of
his Son, till the \ chemency of Sorrow having overcome
his vital Spirits, made him fick down ftone dead to the
Grognd.

Pl i e gl | i - e
Ll pue dir comt® ool qrds éin piceiol fuoco - 1
z

o

L8]

———What Tongue is able
How his Son 1 1n

fay the Iramorat's when they woald reprefent an infupa
portable Paffion.

1}
e R —
$ Virg. Zneidy I 11, + Petrarca, Senetto 123
.; tl’b L] ¥ ’ " A Zlw ¢ Lo (N 5 w W [} : L
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Of Sorrow. 16

Mifero quod omnes
£y p:!ﬁf:ju: mibi.  Nam finul te,
Lefbia, afpexi, 2 hil g’?ﬁepsr e
Quod loguar amens,
Lingua fed torpet tenuis, Jfub aritus
Flamma dimanat, [onitu fucpte
Tinniunt auies, gf-w.ff;'fe leguntur

Iu‘e!.’,".uiﬂ FOCTE. ™ o

e 2] conquering Léflia, thine Eyes

Have ravifh’d ‘rom me all my Faculties ¢

At the firft Glance of their viétorious Ray,

I was {o ftruck I knew IDt what to fay ;

Nor had a Tongue to fpeak ; a fubtle Flame
Crept thro’ my v ema ; my tingling Ears became
Deaf without Noife, and my poor Eyes I found
With a black \ eil of double Darknefs bound.

Neither is it in the Height and greateft Fury of the Fit,
that we are in a Condition to pour out our Complaints, or
te fally into Courtthip, the Soul being at that T'ime over-
burthened, and la bourmrr with profound Thoughts: And
the Body dqe&&“ and lang ulihmg) with Dcﬁrc; and thence
it is, that fometimes proceed thofe accidental Impotences
that fo unfeafonably furprife the willing Lover, and that
Frigidity which by the Force of an immoderate Ardour,
{o unhap Hily feizes him even in the very Lap of Fruition :
For all Paflions that {uffer themfelves to be relithed and di-
gelted are but moderate.

Cura leves loguuntur, ingentes flupent +.
His Grief’s but eafy, who his Grief can tell,
But piercing Sorrow has no Article.
A Surprife of unexpected Joys does likewife often pro-
duce the fame Effcét.

Ut me confpexit t'..::f-.';.:.'w:_. ¢ Troia circum

Arina amens wvidit, Mmagnis "fcr;-?fzs ?"J?'ﬁr'ff,
D.znuuz! wifiz in z'u.*fz,, calor cr  veli qeit ity

Labitury €5 longo vix tandem tempore faiur 313
®Car, I;m 3 + Seneca Hippol, Aét. 2. Scen. 3.
{ Vige Aneid

Soon

]
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| Soon as fhe {aw me coming, 2
| i 'The Trojan }_‘.111'9‘“5‘ *.';1';@3'.*;‘ .i::. the
and ra ¢ th” unloc .{k for Sight,
) fuﬂ!-',_! ('J'.'-
Limbs forf;
ter long {woonin

l.

1
e [
1

1-L. i -J\JJ\-J .&
gument Li'" *.‘.‘aft propour ded tc
&t to JU e "'t‘ln*

of

Benefits c
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1

ithan toretrieve Wihial

i upon
e for us,



ey /¢ F ot b~ 1) 5

o

Our- Affeiions go beyond us. L

verfal of human Errors, if that.may be called an Error ta
which Nature itfelf has difpofed us, who in order to the
Subfiftence and Centinuation.-of her own Work, has,
amongft fe*'cn L others, prepofieiled vs with this-deceiving
I“n:zr:rmﬂf.nn as being more }l‘n'- us of our Adtion, than
afraid of our Kn amlu-'-v For we are never prefent with,
but always beyond oui Telves. Fear, Defire, cuzr.t]ep“, are
fi ne us on towards the 1“‘.u1‘, LL{ riving usin the
£ the Senfe and Confideration of .that which

15, ‘with the Thought of what fhall be, cven
when we fhall be no more, '

Calamitofis eft Auinus futuri anxius®.

A Mind that anxious is of FThings to come,
Is.ftill abroad, finding no Reft at home.

We find this great P"E‘C"T“ often ;'r;:pcz*.ff.'d in Plato, Ds
thine own Work, and- b thyfelf. Of which two Parts;
both the oneand theothér p;encr;!.i]j: comprehend our whole
Duty, and c-:-;-.i{}-u,l-l--nti}' do each of them complicate and
involve the other; m- , who will do hH own Work aright,
will find, 111.;: his firft Leflon s to] iimfelf: And who
right ly unds -rl"rnr;e 1n*‘.'u., \..i-. miftake another
1\“ m’s Work for his own, but wi ove and improve him-
felf aboveall other Things, will refufe fuperfluous Employ-
ments, and _{';,t't all unprofitable Thoughts :and Propoti-
tions. And, as Folly on the one Side, though it {hould en-
jey all it can po ;- {':‘.'-iir(", \\. oulu notwnhﬁandnw never
be content 3 -{foon the othe 'ifdom does ever acquiefce
with the prefent, 'Jmi '*. neve 'cEiﬂ" tishied witlvit’s immediate
Condition : And that is the Reafon why Epicarus difpenfes
hisSages from all Forefightand Care of theFuture. Amonglt
thofe Laws that relate to the Dead, I look upon that to be
the beft, by which the Attions of Princes.are to be exa-
mined and fifted after their Deceafe.. They are equal, at
leaft, while livitig, if. not above the Laws; and therefore

1E¢ 1
wha

.r—‘

2
:’l iy

ce could not! inflict upon their Perfons, ’tis bue
ould be execnted upon their Reputations, and the
P75 i N . B gty [ e R r ‘ 1 Iy i

Yitates of: their Succeflors, :1}5 that we often value

I'h
f+ ACuftomof finoular Ad lvantage to thofe

.,.i; WeEdulle

eneca, Eifl. 98.

Countries




22 MoxNTAIoNEYs Lffays.

Countries where itis in ufe, and by all good Princes s much
to be defired, who have Reafon totake it ill, that the Me-
mories of the Tyrannical and Wicked fhould be ufed with
the fame Reverence and Refpe€t with theirs. We owe,
tis true, Subjeftion and Obedience to all our Kings, whe-
ther good or bad, alike, for that has Refpe& unto their Of
fice ; but as to Affection and Efteem, thofeare only due to
their Virtue, ~ et it be granted, that by the Rule of Go-
vernment, we are with Patience to endure unworthy Princes,
to conceal theirVices, and to affift them in thejr indifferent
Adtions, whilit their Authority ftands in need of our Sup-
port: Yet, the Relation of Prince and Subjeét being once
atan End, there is no Reafon we fiould deny the Publica-
tion of our real Wrongs aud Sufferings to our, own Liberty
and common Juftice, and to interdi& good Subjets the
Glory of having fubmiffively and faithfully ferved a Prince,
whofe Imperfettions were to them fo perfeétly known,
were to deprive Pofterity of fo good an Example ; and fuch
as oat of Refpeét to fome private Obligation, fhall, againft
their own I{mm-'lf.-dge and Confcience, efpoufe the Quar-
rel, and vindicate the Memory of a faulty Prince, doa
particular Right at the Expence, and to the Prejudice of
the publick Juftice. Liy does very truly fay, That the
Language of Men bred up in Courts, is always {ounding
of vain Oftentation, and that thejr Teftimony is rarely
true, every one indifferently magnifying his own Matter,
and ftretching his Commendation to the utmoft Extent of
Virtue and Sovereign Grandeur : And tis not impoflible
but fome may condemn the Freedom of thofe two Sol-
diers, who fo roundly anfwered Nero to his Face, the one
being afked by him, Why he bore bim Blavill? I hwed thee,
anfwer’d he, whilfl thou avert worthy of it but Since thoy
art become Parricide, an Incendiary, 4 Waterman, a Fid-
lery a Player, and a Coachman, I hate thee as thou dofl de-
JServe. And-the other, Why be fhonid attempt to kill bim 2
Becanfe, faid he, I conld thing of n0 other Remedy againfl thy
perpetual Mifekiefs.  But the publick and univerfal Tegj.
monies that were given of him after his Death (and will
be to all Pofterity, both of him and all other wicked
Princes like him) his Tyrannies and abominable Deport-
ment confidered, who, of a found Judgment, can reprove
them? [ am fcandalized, I confefs, that info facred a Go-

: vernment
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1ch vernment as that 9f the Lacedeemonians Cobintity ﬁf 158

Te- there fhould be mixt fo hypocritical a * 0 o)

: . - acedmonians

ith Ceremony. at the Interment of their K TR,

ve, Kings where all their Confederates 9’}?'.‘3:‘:" E.n ;

he- and Neighbours, and all Sorts and De- - 8%

of grees'of Men and Women, as well as their Slaves; cut

to and flafh their Foreheads in T'oken of Sorrow; repeating

Yo in thicir Criesiand Lamentations; That that King -(let him

es, have been ds wicked as the Devil). was the belt that ever

it they had ;- by this Means attributing to his Quality the

Ip- Praifes thatonly belong to Merit, and that of Right is

¢ properly ‘due to the moit fupreme Defert, though lodged -
A in the loweft and moft inferior Subje&. Ariffotie (who -

ty will ftill have 'a Hand in every Thing) makes a Quaere —
he upon the Saying of Solon, That none can be faid to be bappy B
e, until be be dead. Whether then any one of thofe who have 3\
n, lived and ‘died according to their Heart’s Defire, if he &
ik have left an ill Repute behind him, and that his Pofterity |
ot be miferable, can be faid to be happy ? Whilft we have

Life and Motion, we convey ourfelves by Fancy and Pre-
occupation, whither and to what we pleafe ; but once
5 out of ‘Being, we have no more any Manner of Commu-
nication with what is yet in Being ; and it had therefore

e £ - - 5 -

oz been better faid of Soln, That Man is never happy, becaufe §

v aever fo till after be is no more. =

. Luifguan ey

' Vix radicitus ¢ vita fe tollit, &5 ejicit, |
S{d’ Sfacit-effe ﬁﬁ’lgr{éeﬂfﬂ?u Juper infeius ipfe, -n-;

¥ f\_’f: rémovet fatis @ projecto corpore fefe 5 & N~

@ Vindicat *. ; g

; No dying Man can trufs his Baggage fo, =

¢ But fomething of him he muft leave below : i

t . Nor from his Carcafs, that doth proftrate lie,

g Himf{elf can clear, or far eneugh can fly.

Bertrand de Glefguin, dying before the Caflle of Rancon,
near unto Puy in Auwvergne, the Befieg'd were afterwards,
upon Surrender, enjoined to lay down the Keys of the
Place upon the Corps of the dead General. Bastholomezs

* Lucret. lib 3.

d Alviauo
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Service of the Republic in Brefcia s ‘and his Corps being
to be carried through : the Territory of #erona, an Ene-
my’s Country, moft of the Atmy wereiof Opinion to de-
mand fafe Condué from the Zeronefe, fuppoiing, that up-
on {uch an Occafion it would not be dénied : But Theodoro
Zrivulfis- highly oppofed: the Motion, rather choofing to
make his Way by Force of ‘Arms, and o run the Hazard
of a Battle, faying, it was by no means decent, and very
anfit; that he, who in his Life was never afraid of his Ene-
mies, fhould feem 'to-apprehend them when he was dead.
And in Truth, in Affairs: almoft of the fame Nature, by
the Greek Laws, he; who:made Suit to an E ey ior a
Body to give it Burial, did by that A& renounce hisV itory,
and had no more Right toereét a Trophy ; and he to whom
fuch Suit wasmade, was ever, whatever otherwife the Stc-
cefs had been, reputed Viétor. By this Meansiit was, that
Nicias Toft the Advantage he had vifibly obtained over the

on the L"Jﬂll'éii'}". allure

d’ Akviany, the Venetian General, hap ening to die in the
i

Corinthians, and that Apefilaus
what he had before very doubtfully gained of: che Baotians,
ThefeProceedings mightappear very odd, had itaiot been
a general Pradtice in all Ages, not only to extend the Con-
cern of our Perfons beyond the-Limits of Life, but more-
over to fancy that the Favour of Heaven does not only
very often accompany us to the Grave, but hasal
after Life, a Concern for our Afl
{fo many ancient Examples. (waving thofe of vur own Ob-
fervation of later Date) that it is not very necefl:
i

fhould longer infift upon. it,. Edward King of Euglard,
and the firft of that Name, h

y

eI E+HE Innee VW are s
1N the one .Yy ars pe-

" 1 : b 4 P i 1 e e ot o 7 R Bl s G
twixt him and Robers King of Sestland, had fufficient Ex-

> : ’ s 2 .
perience of how great Importance his own immediate Pre-

I'Efnce was to the Succefls of his Affairs, having ever been
viCtorions in whatever he undertook ih his own Per{on ;
when he came to die, bound his Son in' 2 folemn Oath,
that fo foon as he fhould be dead; he thould boil-his Body
till the Fleth parted from the Bones, and referve them to
carry continually with “him in his Army, {o often as he
fhould be obliged to go againft the Scotsy asif Deftiny had
1nev it:li)}}" gr:‘v_l_']fﬁ-\i Vi .Et'.;jy':,: even to thof 11
Fean Zifca, the fame, who fo often “in Vindication of
Wickliffe's Herefies, infefted o1

SN = 25 T 2 o s
e miferable Remains.
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that they fhould flea him after his Death, and of his Skinto

make a Drum, to carry in the War againft his Enemie:
fr.ncx'mg it would much contribute to the Continuation of
the Succefles he had always obtained in the War againf
them. TInlike manner, certain of the lidians; in a D:
of Battle with the Spaniards, carried with them the Bones
of one of their Captains, in Confideration of the Victories
they had formerly obtained under his Condué. And other
People of the fame new World do yet catry about with
them in their Wars the Relicks of valiant Men who have
died in Battle, to incite their Courage and advance their
Fortune : Of which Examples, the firlt reférve nothmg
for the Tomb, but the Re putation they have acquir’d by
their former fltcmc‘.rem-,ms ; but thefe mocu.*l yet farther
and attribute a certain Power of Operation. T he laft A&
of Captain Bayard is of a much better Compofition ; who
finding himfelf wounded to death with a Huqu bufs
Shot, and being by his Friends importun’d to retire oat of
the tht made Anfwer, That he would not begin at the
laft {mlp to turn his Back to the Enemy ; and *u:cordmon
ftill fon ght on, till feeling himfelf too faint, and no ionger
able tofit his Hm fe, he commanded his Steward to fet him

down againft the Root of a Tree, but {o that he michtdie

C“z

il ]

4y
J

with his Face towards the Enemy, which he alfo did.
muft vet add another Ex: ample equally remarka
Dru’er't Confideration, with any of ‘the 1 former. i
ror Maximilian, great Grandfather to PAils p the Second
King of S; ain, was a Prince endowed thronghout with
great and extraordinary {..'*i"'"‘la.., and amonoit the reft
with a fingular Be: wity of Perfon; but had withal, a Hu-
Tnour very contrary to that of other Princes; who for the
Urfpmu].of their moft important Affairs cony :::the t Clofe-
itool 1nto a Chair oi c; a Lc, which was. that he would
never }"I‘mu any of his Bed-Chamber; in what ml]]i]J;'Lr
Degree of Fayour foever; to.fee him 5, , , : :
in that }’uitme' and xw..il! teal a- ﬂf?fjf"fw Cf Maxi-
r"q{? {o m: .r-».(., Vw"lxel' as I’th:m.” as a Haaxale EMFEH
Vi 1rﬂ'm and was ds {"1‘ to .:1 1Ll’l|t]" P Piaeis
ther to his Pu;mmn or any other whatever, thofe Parts
ih::t we are accuftor m'i to conceal: And I mylelf, who
have {o im ipudent a Way of Ta ilking, am neu,t"de {5 ria-=
turally fo modeft this W ay, that un L[S at the Importunity

Voi. 1. D of




26 MonTAIGNE’s Effays.
of Neceflity, or Pleafure, I very rarely and unwil!inglj_.'

communicate to the Sight of any, either thofe Parts o
Aétions that Cuftom orders ns to conceal, wherein I alfo
uffer more Conitraint than I conceive is very well becoming
a Man, efpecially of my Profefiion: But he nourifh’d this
modeft Humor to fuch a Degree of Superftiticn, as to
give exprefs Orders in his laft Will, that they fhould put
him on Diawers fo foon as he fhould be dead ; to which
methinks he would have done well to have added, that
he fhould bave been heodwinked too that put them on.
The Charge that Cyrus left with his Children, that neither
Crus's Rewse- they nor any Ut_hrcl‘ fhould either fee or

- touch his Bedy after the Soul was departed

rence to Reli- . - : : &
% Xeno. from it, I ateribute to fome {uperititions
o107, eno- y s e = 2

S Devotion of his; both his Hiftorian and
phon.

Himfelf, amongit other great Qualities,
having ftrew’d the whole Courfe of their Lives with a fin-

gular Refpett o Religion. I was by no Means pleafed
with a Story was told me by a Man of very great Quality,
of a Relation of mine, and one who had given a very
good Account of himfelf both in Peace and War; tha
coming to die in a very old Age, of an exceflive Pain of
the Stone, he fpent the lat Hours of his Life in an extra-
ordinary Solicitude about ordering the Ceremony of his
Funeral, prefling all the Men of Condition who came
to fee him, to engage their Word to attend him to his
Grave,. importuning this very Prince, who came to vifit
him at his laft Gafp, with a moft earneft Supplication,
that he would order his Family to be aflifting there, and
withal reprefenting before him feveral Reafons and Ex-
amples to prove that it was a Refpe& due to a Man
of his Condition ; and feemed to die content, having ob
tained this Promile, and Llp}"-(}illtf.‘f.l the Method and Or
der of his Funeral Parade. I have f{eldom heard of fo
long-lived a Vanity. Another, though contrary Solick
tude, ( of which alfo I do not want domeftick Fxample
feems to be {fomewhat a-kin to this; that a Man fhall
cudgel his Brains, at the laft Moments of his Life, to cor-
trive his Obfequies to fo particular and unufual a Parfime
ny, as to conclude it in the fordid Expence of one finglt
Servant with a Candle and Lanthorn ; and yet I fee this
Humourcommended, and the A ppointment of Marcus Em

2 ini
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Our_Aifeitions go beyond us. 8%

fius Lepidus, who forbad his Heirs to beftow upon his
Hearfe even the common Ceremonies in ufe upon fuch
Occafions. Is it not Temperance and Frugality to avoid
the Expence and Pleafure of which the Ufe and Knowledge
is imperceptible to us? See here an eafy and ¢heap Refor-
mation. If Inftrution were at all neceflary in this Cafe,
I fhould be of Opinion, that in this, as in all other Aétions
of Life, the Ceremony and Expence fhould be regulated
by the Ability of the Perfon deceafed ; and the Philofo-

pher Lycon prudently order’d his Executors to difpofe of

his Body where they fhould think moft fit, and as to his
Funerals, to order them neither too {fuperfluous, nor too
mean. For my Part, I fhould wholly refer the ordering
of this Ceremony to Cuftom, and thall, when the Time
comes, accordingly leave it to their Difcretion, to whofe
Lot it fhall fall to do me that laft Office.  Toras bic Jocus
¢ff contemnendus in nobis, non negligendus in nofiris * - The
Place of our Sepulture is wholly to be contemned by us,
but ot to be neglefted by our Friends; but it was a holy
Saying of aSaint, Curatio funeris, conditio Sepulturee, pont-
pa Exequiarum, magis fant viverwm folatia, quam SJubfidia
wortuorum t; The Care of Funcrals, the Place of Sepuls
ture, and the Pomp of Exequies, are rather Confolations
to the Living than any Benefit to the Dead, Which made
Socrates aniwer Criton, who, at the Hour of his Deathy
afked him, how he would be buried ? Hozw you avill, faid
he. If I could concern myfelf farther than the prefent
about this Affair, I thould be moft tempted, as the greateft
Satisfa€tion of this Kind, to imitate thofe who in their
Life-time entertain themfelves with the Ceremony of
their own Obfequies before-hand, and are pleafed with
viewing their own Monument, and beholding their own
dead Countenance in Marble. Ha ppy are they who can
gratify their Senfes by Infenfibility, and live by their
Death! T am ready to conceive an implacable Hatred a-
gainit all Democracy and Popular Government, (though
I cannot but think it the moft natural and equitable of all
others) fo oft as T eall to mind the inhuman Injuftice of
the People of Athens, "who, without Remiffion, or once

e

® Cicere Tufe. 1.1:
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28 MonTAICNE"s Effays,

vouchfafing to hear what they had to 1"::_'; for them{elves,
put to death their brave Captains, newly returned trium-
phant from a naval Victory they had obtain’d over the
Lacedzmonians near the Arginufian Ifles; the moft bloody
and c¢bitinate Engagement “that ever the Greeks fought at
Sea ; for no other Reafon, but that they rather followed
their Blow and purfued the Advantages prefcribed them
by the Rule of War, than that they would flay.to gathe
up and bury their Dead : An Execution that is yet rendered
more odious by the Behaviour of Diomedon, who being one
of the condemn’d, and a Man of moit eminent both poli
tick and military Virtue, after having heard their Sentence,
advancing to fpeak, no Audience till then having been
allowed, inftead of laying before them his own Innocency
or the Impxew of fo cruel an Arref it, only exprefs’d’a So-
licitude for his Judges Prefervation, Defeechmg the Gods
to convert this Sentence to their own Good, and praying
that for neglecting to pay lk ofe Vows which he and his
Lompal* ions had done (whi us he alfo acquainted then
with) in L\cknm\,hdgmcm f fo glorious a Succefs, they
might not pull down the Indxglmtmn of the Gods upor
them ; and fo without more Words went couragiouﬂy 10
hisDeath. Buat Fortune a few Years after punithing then
in their Kind, made them fee the Error of their Cruelty!
For Chabrias, Captain-General of their Naval Forces, hav
ing got the better of Pollis Admiral of Sparta, about
Iﬂn, Naxos, totally loft the Fruits of his Succefs, and com
tent with hl‘-VI&OT’y’, of very great Importance to thell
Affairs, not to incur the Da.ngm of this Example, and lof
a few quw‘; of his deac’ Friends that were floating in tht
Sea, gave Opportunity to aworld of living Enemies
fail away in Safety, who afterwards made them pay dea
for this unfeafonable Superftition.

RQueeris qua._jaceas poft obityum loco 2
Luo non nata jacent *.

Doft atk where thou fhall lye when dead ?
With thofe that never Bemg had,

* Seneca Tr. Chor. z.
Thii



How the Soul difcharges ber Paffions. 29

This other reftores the Senfe of Repofe to a Body with-
ouf a Soul.

Ives, _?‘.'_gg;gg _/}Pu!cmm, quo recipiat, babeat portum F:ﬁ?“ﬂ-_’-_-'-'.;é :
{um- Ubi, remifla bumana <ita, Corpus requiefeat a malis +.
q;g; N?r with a Tc_nla}'l :15‘\\'itI‘1 a H_:‘-.vc{l bleft,
e Where, after Life, the Corps in Peace may reft.
wed As Nature demonftrates to us, that feveral dead Things
hem retain yetan occult Sympathy and Relation to Life ; Wine
tther changes it's Flavour and Complexion in Cellars, according
lered to. the Changes and Seafons of the Vine from whence it
r ong came ; and the Flew of Venifon alters it’s Condition ‘;md
poli "T'afte in the Powdering-tub, according to the Sealons of the :
nce, living Flefh of it's Kind, as it is obferved by the Curious.
been e
ene =
a So- < s
Sods e
yin :
1 Gl AP 1V, K
;{fgz That the Soul difcharges her Paflions upon falfe ;i!
upo’ﬂ Objelis, where the true are wanting. &
ly to o)
then Gentleman of my Country, who was very often i
elty: tormented with the Gout, bei ng importun’d by his .
hav- Phyficians totally to reclaim his Appetite from all manner g,
t the of falt Meats, was wont prefently to reply, that he muft e
col needs have fomething to quarrel with in the Extremity of i
the his Fits, and that he fancied, that ratling at, and f.:urﬁng e
| 1o one while the Bokgnia Saufages, and another the dry’d -
a the Longues and the Hams, was fome Mitigation to his Pain, ' "’
es o And in good Farneft, as the Arm when it is advanced to =
deat ftrike, if it fail of meeting with that upon which it was

C]Cﬁgn’gl to difcharge the Blow, -and fpends itfelf in vain,

LiOE1S offend the Striker himfelf; and as alfo, that to make

a pleafant Profped the Sight fhould notbe loft and dilated

in a valt Extent of empty Air, but have fome Bounds to

limit and circumferibe it at a reafonable Diftance.

1+ Cicero Tufe. . 1.

= D3 Ventus,
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Ventus, ut amittit wires, nift vobore denfee
™ T Y -
Occurrant Syl

2z, [patio diffufus inani.
As Winds do lofe their Strength, unlefs withftood

By fome darl Grove of ftrong oppofing Wood.

So it appears, that the Soul being tran{ported and dif
compos’d, turns if's Violence upon itfelf, if not ﬂz]“pl)r‘i;'
with ‘{bmething to oppofe it, and therefore always requise
an Enemy as an Object on which to difcharge it's Fury an
Refentment. — Plutarch fays very well of thofe who ar
delighted with little Dogs and Monkeys, that the amorou
Part which is in us, for want of a legitimate Objeét,
ther than lye idle, does after that manner forge and creat
one frivolousand falfe ; as we fee that the Soul in the Exer
cife of it's Paflions, inclines rather to deceive itfelf, Iy
creatinga falfe and fantaftical Subje, even contrary to i
own Belief, than not to have fomething to work upoL
And after this manner brute Beafts direét their Fury to fd
upon the Stone or Weapon that has hurt them, and wit
their Teeth even execute their Revenge upon themf{elve
for the Injury they have received from another.

Panucais haud aliter poft iGtum fecvior Urfa
Cui jaculum parva Lybs amentavit habena.
Se rotat in vulnus, telumgue irata receptum
Impetit, & fecum Sugientem circuit Haflam *,
So the fierce Bear, made fiercer by the Smart,
Of the bold Lybian’s mortal guided Dart,
"Tarns round upon the Wound, and the tough Spear
Contorted o'er her Breaft does flying bear,

What Caufes of the Mifadventures that befal us dow
not invent? What is it that we do not lay the Faultt
right or wrong, that we may have fomething to quarr
withf Thofe beautiful Treffes, young Lady, you f
liberally tear off; are no way guilty, nor is it the White
nefs of thofe delicate Breafts yon fo unmercifully beat, tha
with an unlucky Bullet has flain your beloved Brother
quarrel with fomething elfe. ZLiwy, fpeaking of the Roma
Army in Spain, fays, that for the Lofs of two Brothen

FrT—

* Claudian,
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How the Soul difcharges ber Paffions. 31

who were both great Captains, Flere omnes repente, & g_fl
Senfare capita®, that they all wept and tore their Hair,
*Tis the common Praétice of Afiiction. And the Philo-
I fopher Bion {aid pleafantly of the King, who by H’ﬂ.‘a:(‘li‘tﬂﬁ
pull’d his Hair off his Head for Sorrow, Does this Man
think that Baldnefs is a Remedy for Grief ? Who has not

d dif {een peevith Gamefters worry the Cards with their Teeth,
'ply and {wallow whole Bales of Dice in Revenge for the Lofs
Juire of their Money ? Xerxes whipp’'d the Sea, and writ a
y an Challenge to Mount 4rbos! Cyrus employed a whole Ar-
lo-an my feveral Days at Work; to revenge himfelf of the River
orou Griidus, for the Fright it had put him into in pafling over ;
G and Caligula demolifh’d a very beautiful Palace tor the
creat Pleafure his Mother had once enjoy’d there. I remember
Exer there was a Story current, when I was a Boy, that one
£ Fl\i of our Neighbouring Kings having receiv’d a Blow from
to 1t the Hand of G O D, f{wore he would be reveng’d, and in
L order to it, made Proclamation, that for ten Years to
o fil come no one fhould pray to him, or {o much as mention
wit him' throughout his Dominions; by which we are not
elve; {o much to take Meafure of the Folly, as the vain-Glory

of the Nation of which this Tale wastold. They are
Vices that indeed always go together ; but fuch Aétionsas
thefe have in them more of Prefumption than want of Wit.
Auguflus Czfar, having been toft with a Tempeft at Sea,
fell to defying Neptune, and in the Pomp of the Gircenfian
Games, to be reveng’d, depos’d his Statue from the Place
it had amongft the other Deities. Wherein he was lefs
excufable than the former, and lefs than he was afterwards,

¢k when having loft a Battle under Quintilius Varas in Ger-
many, in Rage and Defpair he went running his Head
low againft the Walls, and cryingout, O Varus! gi:ve me my
ultt Men again! for this exceeds all Folly, forafmuch as Im-
1arm piety is joined with it, invading God himielf, or at leaft
wa h Fortune, as if fhe had Ears that were {ubjet to our Bat-
Thite 1t_f!ré:.-s; like the Thraciaws, who when it thunders, or
. tha Lightens, fall to fhooting againt Heaven with Zitenian
ther; Macnefs as if by Flights of Arrows they intended to re-
Yoman duce God Al mighty to Reafon. Thougu the ancient Poet
‘he, in Plutarch tells us, 7
= » Ay dec. 3. 1. 5.
D4 Point
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We 111..r not qurrrre[ Heaven in our Affairs,

N Artalla
J.."rfx-.-’rtsll 3 4 ll[ '»..; ares.

but we can never enough decry, nor {ufficiently con:
1e {enfelefs and I‘ll..uCL‘lJ'lIo dallies of our unruly
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1t King being lull'd afleep,
onciuded 2 Ceilation for certain Days; by this Means
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Whether a Governor ought to parley. 33

of lefs Glory to overcome by Force than Fraud. Deceit
may ferve for aNeed, but he only confeffes himﬂ_::]f over-
come who knows ‘he is neither {ubdued .by Policy, nor
Mifadventure, but by Dint of Valour, in afair and manly
War. And itvery well appears by the Difcourfe of thefe
good old Senators, that this fine Sentence was not yet re-
ceiv’d amongft them,

e Dolus ari virtus quis in Hofle requiret * 2

No Matter if by Valour, or Deceit,
‘We overcome, {o we the better get.

The Achaians ({ays Polybius) abhorr’d all manner of
Double-dealing in War, not reputing it a Vitory unlefs
where the Courages of the Enemy were fairly fubdued.
Eam wir fanélus & fapiens [eiet veram effe Victoriam, qua
Jakva fide, &F integra dignitate parabitur . An bonefl and
a prudent Man avill acknowledge that only te be a true Vidtory
avhich he bas obtain'd without Viclation of his cwn Faith, or
any Blemifb upon his ovon Honour ; {ays another,

Vofne welit, an me regnare hera, quidve ferat fors,
Virtute experiamur L.

If you or I fhall rule, lets fairly try,
And Force or Fortune give the Victory.

In the Kingdom of Ternates, amongft thofe Nations
which'we fo broadly call Barbarians, they have a Cuitom
never to commence War till it be firft denounc’d ; adding
withal, an ample Declaration of what they have to do it
withal, with what, and how many Men, what Ammu-
nitions, ‘and what both offenfive and defenfive Arms;
but that being done, they afterwards conceiveit lawful to
employ this Power without Reproach, any Way that may
beft conduce to their own Ends. 'T'he ancient Flrentines
were {o far from obtaining any Advantage over their Ene-
mies by Surprize, that they always gave them a Month’s
Warning before they drew their Army into the Field, by
the continual Tolling of a Bell they call’d Martinella: For
what concerns us who are not {o {crupulous in this Affair,
and who attribute the Honour of the War to him who has

® Virg, Aneid. l. 2, + Tacit, in Aeric, T Ennsus,
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the betterof it, after what Manner foever obtained, and
who after Lyfarder fay, Where the Lion’s Skin is too [bort,
wwe shuft etch it out nwiti; the Fox’s Cafe. 'The moft ufual
Cccafions of Surprize are derived from this Praltice, and
we hold that there are no Moments, wherein a Chief
ought to be more circum{peét, and to have his Eye fo
much at Watch, as thofe of Parleys and Treaties of
Accommodation ; as it is therefore become a general Rule
amongft the martial Men of thefe latter Times, that 2
Governor of -a Place never ought in Time ofa Siege to go
out to parley. It was for this that in our Fathers Days the
Signeurs de Montmard and 4’ Affigni defending  Maufon
againit the Count d¢ Naflau, were fo highly cenfured ; yet
in this Cafe it would be excufable in that Governor, who
going out thould notwithftanding do it in fuch Manner,
that the Safety and Advantage fhould be on his Side; as
Count Guido de Rangoni did at Repgio (1f we are to believe
Bellay, for Guicciardine {ays it was he himfelf) when Mon-
fieur de I’Efeut approached to parley, who ftept fo little a
Way from his Fort, that a Diforder happening in the i
terim-of Parley, not only Monfieur de /*£/zut and his Par-
ty, who were advanced with him, found themfelves by
much the weaker, (infomuch that Aleffandro de Trivnlc
was there {lain) but he himfelf was conftrained, as the fafeft
Way to follow the Count, and relying upon his Honour to
{fecure himfelf from the Danger of the Shot within the very
Walls of the Town.  Eumenes, being fhut up in the City
of Nora by Antigonus, and by him importuned to come out
to fpeak with him, as he fent him Word it was fit he
thould to a better Man than him{elf, and one who had
now an Advantage over him, returned this notable Anfwer,
Tell him, {aid he, that Ifball never think any Man better
than my/elf, whilf} 1 bave my Swword in my Hand 5 and
would never confent to come out to him, till firft, accord-
ing to his own Demand, Antigonus had delivered him his
own Nephew Piokmens in Hoftage. And yet fome have
done. rather better than worfe, in going out in Perfon te
parley with the Affailant; witnefs Henry de Vaux, a
Cavalier of Champagne, who being befieged by the Englifh
in the Caftle of Commerce, and Bartholmew de Bone, who
commanded at the Zeagure, having fo fapped the greatelt
Part of the Caftle without, that nothing remained but fet-

: ting
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ting Fire to the Props to bury the befieged under the Ruins,
he required the faid Henry to come out to fpeak with him
for his own Good; which the other accordingly doing,
with three more in Company with him, and his own evi-
dent Ruin being made apparent to him, he conceived him-
felf fingularly obliged to his Enemy, to whofe Difcretion,
after he and his Garrifon had {urrendered themfelves, Fire
being prefently applied to the Mine, the Props no fooner
began to fail but the Caftle was immediately turned topfy=
turvy, no one Stone being left upon another. I could,
and do, with great Facility, rely upon the Faith of ano-
ther; but I fhould very unwillingly do it in fuch a Cafe,
as it fhould thereby be judged that it was rather an Effe&t
of my Defpair and Want of Courage, than voluntary
and out of Confidence and Security in the Faith of him
with whom I had to do.

C-H-A-P.: VL
That the Hour of Parley is dangerous.

Saw, notwithftanding, lately at Mu/fidan, 2 Place not far

from my Houfe, that thofe who were driven out thence
by our Army, and others of theirParty, highly complained
of Treachery, for that, during a Treaty of Accommoda-
tion, and in the very émterim that their Deputies were
treating, they were furprized and cut to Pieces: A Thing
that, peradventure in another Age, might have had fome
Colour of foul Play ; but (as I {aid before} the Pra&tice of
Arms in thefe Days is quite another Thing, and there is
now no Confidence in an Enemy excufable, till afrer the
laft Seal of Obligation ; and even then the'Conquéror has
enough to do to keep his Word; fo hazardous a Thing it
15 to mtruft the Obfervation of the Faith a Man has en-
gaged to a Town that furrenders upon eafy and favourable
Conditions, to the Neceflity, Avarice, and Licence of a
vi€torious Army, and to give the Soldiers freeEntrance into

1L
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it 1n the Heat of Blood. ZLucins Aimilig
lus, a Reman Prator, having ' loft his
T'ime in attempting to take the City of
Phocaa by Force, by Reafon of the {; ngi-
lar Valour wherewith the Inhabitants defended themfelves
againfl him, conditioned at laft to receive them asFriends
to the People of Roue, and to enter the Town, 25 into a
confederate City, without any:Manner of Hoftility ; of
which he alfo gave them all poflible Aflurance: Byt having
for the greater Pomp brought his whole Army in with
him, it was no-more in his Power, with all the Endea.
vourthe could ufe, to command his People: So that Ava-
rice and Revenge defpifing and trampling under Foot both
his Authority and all Military Difcipline, he there at once
{aw: his own Faith violated, and a confiderable Part of the
City facked and ruined before his Face. Cleomenes was
wont to {ay, That avbat Mifihief foevier a -Man could do bis
Enemy in Time of War awwas above Tuflice, and nothing ac
countable to it in the Sight of Gods and Men. And accord-
ing to this Principle, having concluded a Cefiation with
thofe of drgos for feven Days, the third Night _after he
fell upon them when they were all buried in Security and
Sleep, and put them to the Sword 3 aliedging for his Ex.
cufe, That there had no Nights tbeen mentioned in the
Truce: But the Gods punifhed his Perfidy. In 2'Timeof
Parley alfo, and that the Citizens were Intent upon their
Capitalation, the City of Caffilinum was taken by Surprize,
and that even in the Age of the jufteft Captains, and the
beft Difcipline of the Roman Militia : For 1t 1s not {aid,
that it is not lawful for us in Time and Place to make
Advantage of our Enemies Want of Underftanding, as well
as their Want of Courage. -And doubtlefs War has a great
many Privileges that appear reafonable, -even to-the Pre-
Judice .of Reafon. And therefore here the Rule faijls,
Neminenn id agere  ut  ex qlterius preedetur infeitia *,
That no -one  fhould Prey upon  anotbher’s Folly. - But I
am aftonifhed at the great Liberty allowed by Xens-
plon tn fuch Cafes, and that both by ' Precept and
the Example of feveral Exploits of his complete Gene-

Fhe Fairh of
MM !.r.-*;-?.f_}-' Men

VErY HACEYEQ,

* Cicera de Offic. L. ¢ 5
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ral. - An Author of veéry great Aut hority, I confefs in
thofe Affairs, as being in his own Perfon both a great
Captain and a Philofopher of the firft Form of Socrates’s

“Difciples 3 and yet I cannot confent to fuch a Meafure of

Licenfe as he difpenfes in all Things and Places. Mon-
frear 4’ Aubigny having befieged Capua, and played a furi-
ous Battery :eg.“-.il'lﬁ' it, Signior Fabricio Colonne, Governor of
the Town, having from a Baftion begun to parley, and his
Soldiers in the mean Time being a little more remifs in
their Guard, our People took Advantage of theirSecurity,
entered the Place at unawares, and put them all to the
Sword. ~ And of later Memory, at Yoy, Signior Falians
Romero having played that Part of a Novice to go out to
capitulate with the Conftable, at his Return found his
Place taken. - But that we might not efcape Scot-free, the
Marquis of - Pefeara having laid Siege to Genoa, where
Duke O&avio Fregofe commanded: under our Proteltion,
and the Articles betwixt them being fo far advanced, that
it was looked upon‘as .a done Thing, and upon the Point
to be concluded, {everal Spaniardsin the mean Time being
flipped in under the Privilege of the T'reaty, feized on the
Gates; and-made ule of this Treachery asan-ablolute and
fair Vi€tory : And {ince at in' Barrois, where the
Count de Brienne commanded, the Emperor having in his
own Perfon beleagured that Place, and Barthewille, the {aid
Count’s Lieutenant, going out to parley, while he was
capitulating the Town was taken.

Y-8

.

ol

Fu il wincer feripre ?:?.sgji leudabil cofa
Viuca fw per fortuna, o per ingegno e

Fame ever does the Viftor’s Praifes ring,

And Conqueft ever was a glorious Thing,
Which Way foe’er the Conqu’sor purchas'd it,
Whether by Valour, Fortune, or by Wit ;

fay theys But the Philofopher Chryffppus was of ancther
Opinion, wherein I alfo concur ; for he was ufed to {ay,
That thofe who run a Race, ought to employ all the Force
they have in what they are aboat, and to run s faft as they
cany but that it is by no Mearis fair ifi them to'lay any
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Hand upon their Adverfary to ftop him, nor to feta Leg bé:
fore him to throw him down. And yet more generous was
the Anfwer of that Great dlxander to Polpercon, who
perfuaded him to take the Advantage of the Night’s Ob-
feurity to fall upon Darizs ; by no means (faid he) it is not
for fuch a Man as I am to fteal a ViGory, Mal me for-
tune peeniteat, quam <victorie pudeat®, 1Ihad rather re-
pent me of my Fortune, than be afbamed of my Vicory.

Atque idem fugientem haund eff dignatus Orodem
Sternere, nec jalta cecum dare Caufpide wulnus :
Obvius, adwverfoque eccurrit, Sfeque wire vir
Contulit, haud furto melior, fed fortibus armis +.

His Heart difdain’d to firike Orodes dead,

Or, unfeen, bafely wound him as he fled ;

But gaining firft his Front, wheels round, and there
Bravely oppos’d himfelf to his Career :

And fighting Man to Man, would let him fee

His Valour {corn’d both Odds and Policy.

CHAP VI
That the Intention is Fudge of our Afions.

: IS aSaying, That Death difcharges 4s of all our Obli-

gations, However, I know fome who have taken
it in another Senfe. Henry the Seventh, King of England,
articled with Don Philip, Son to Maximilian the Emperor,
and Father to the Emperor Charles the Fifth, when he
had him upon Englis Ground, that the faid Philip thould
deliver up the Duke of Suffolk of the White Rofe, his mor=
tal Enemy, who was fled into the Low Countries, into his
Hands ; which Philip (not knowing how to evade it) ac-
cordingly promifed to do, but upon Condition neverthe-
lefs, that Henry thould attempt nothing againit the Life of

T —

* Ouint. Curt. 1. 4. T Virg. Eneid, I, 10.
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2 the {aid Duke, which during hisown Life he perform’d ;
vas but coming to die, in his laft Will, commanded his Son
ho to put him to Deathimmediately after his Deceafe. And
)b lately, in the Tragedy, that the Duke of Alva prefented
10t to us in the Perfons of the two Counts, Egmont, and Horne
e at Bru/fzic, there were very remarkable Paflages, and one
re-

amongit the reft, that the {aid Count Egmont (apon the
Security of whofe Word arid Faith Count Horze had come
and {urrendered himfelf to the Duke of 4/va)earneftly en-
treated that he might firlt mount the Scaffold, to the End
that Death might difengage him from the Obligation he
had pafs'd to the other. In which Cafe, methinks Death
did not acquit the former of his Promife, and the Second
was fatisfied in the good Intention of the other, even
though he had not died with him: For we cannot be
oblig’d beyond what we are able to perform, by Reafon
that the Effe&ts and Intentions of what we promife are not
at all in our Power, and that indeed we are Mafters of no-
thing but the Will, in which, by Neceffity, all the Rules
and whole Duty of Mankind is founded and eftablifh’d.
And therefore Count Egmont, conceiving his Soul and Will
boundand indebted to his Promife, although he rad not the
Power to make it good, had doubtlefs been abfolv’d of his
Duty, even though he had out-liv’d the other ; but the King
of England wilfully and permeditately breaking his Faith,
was no more to be excus'd for deferring the Execution of his
Infidelity till after his Death, than Herodotus’s Mafon,
who having inviolably, during the Time of his Life, kept
5 the Secret of the Treafure of the King of Zgypr his Maf-
7 ter, at his Death difcover'd it to his Children. 1 have

: taken Notice of feveral in my Time, who, convinc’d by
dy their Confciences of unjuitly detaining the Goods of ano-
Iy ther, have endeavoured to make Amends by theirWill, and
e after their Deceafe : But they had'as good do nothing as de-
lfi lude themfelves both in taking fo much Time in {o prefling
f; an Affair, and alfo in going about to repair an Injury with
1

{o little Demonftration of Refentment and Concern. They
owe over and above fomething of their own, and by how
» much their Payment is more ftri¢t and incommodious to
of them{elves, by fo much is their Reftitution more perfedt,
juft, and meritorious ; for Penitency requiresPenance-
But they yet do worfe than thefe, who referve the Declara-

tion
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tion of a mortal Animofity againft their Neighbour to the
Iaft Gafp, having concealed it all the T'ime of their Lives
before, wherein they declare to have little Regard of their
own Honour whilft they irritate the Party offended againft
their Memory ; and lefs to their Confeience, not having
the Power, even out of Refpe to Death itfelf, to make
their Malice die with them ; but extended the Life of their
Hatred even beyond their own. Unjuft Judges, who de-
fer Judgment to a Time wherein they can have no Know-
ledge of the Caufe! For my Part I fhall take Care, if [
can, that my Death difcover nothing that my Life has
not Arft openly manifefted, and publickly declared.

CHAP. VIIL
Of Idlenefs.

S we fee fome Grounds that have long lain idle and
untilled, when grown rank and fertile by reft, to
abound with and fpend their Virtue in the Produé of
innumerable Sorts of Weeds and wild Herbs that are un:
profitable, and of no wholefom Ufe, and that to make
them perform their true Office, we are to cultivate and pre-
pare them for fuch Seeds as are proper for our Service, And
as we {fee Women that without the Knowledge of Men do
fometimes of themfelves bring forth inanimate and form-
lefs Lumps of Flefh, but that to caufe a natural and perfect
Generation they are to be hufbanded with another Kind
of Seed; even {o it is with Wits, which if net applied to
fome certain Study that may fix and refirain them, run
into 2 thonfand Extravagancies, and are eternally roving
here and there in the inextricable Labyrinth of reftlefs
Imagination,

Sicut aguee tremulum labris ubi lumen aboris
Sole repercuffum, aut radiantis imagine Lune,
Omnia peraolitat late loca, jamque fub auras
Erigitur, fummique ferit laquearia tefdi ®.

* Vi}g. Lneid. 1, 3.
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Like as the quivering Refle&ion

Of . Fountain Waters, when the Morning Sun

Darts on the Bafon, or the Moon’s pale Beam

Gives Light and Colour to the captive Stream,
Whips with fantaftick Motion round the Place,

And Walls and Roof ftrikes with it’s trembling Rays.

In which wild and irregular Agitation, there is no
Folly, nor idle Fancy they do not light upon :

- welut wgri fomnia, vane

Finguntur fpecies i
Like fick Men’s Dreams, that from a troubled Brain
Phanta{ms create, ridiculous and vain.

~'The Soul that has no eftablifhed Limit to circumifcribe
it; lofes itfelf, asthe Epigrammatift fays,

Quifquis ubigue habitat, maxime nufguam babirat +.
He that lives every where, does no where live.
When 1 lately retired myfelf to my own Houfe, with a

Refolution, as much as poifibly I could, to avoid all man-
ner of Concern in Affairs, and to fpend in Privacy and
Repofe the little Remainder of Time 1 have to live: I
fancied I could not more oblige my Mind than to fuffer it
at full Leifure to entertain and divert itfelf, which I alfo
now hoped it might the better be entrufted to do, as hein
by Time and Obferyation become more, fetiled and ma-
ture; but I find,

variant femper dant otia mentem .

Even in the moft retir’d Eftate
Leifure itfelf does various Thoughts create.

that, quite contrary, it is like a Horfe that has broke from
his Rider, who voluntarily runs into a much more violent
Career than any Horfeman would put him to, and creates
me fo many Chimeras and fantaftick Monfters one upon
another,  without Order or Defign, that, the better at
Leifure to contemplate their Strangenefs and Abfurdity, I
have begun to commit them to Writing, hoping in time
to make them athamed of themfelves.

* Hor. de Arte Poetica.  + Martial, k. 7. Epig. 72,
T Lucan. 1. 4.
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Of Liars.

f HERE 1s not a Man living, whom it would fo
little become to fpeak of Memory as myfelf, forl

have none atall; and do not think that the World has
again another {o treacherous as mine:~ My other Faculties
ate all very erdinary and mean ;. butin this I think my-
elf very fingular, and to fuch a Degree of Excellence
that (befides the Inconvenience I fuffer by it; which me-
rits fomething) I deflerve, methinks, to be famous for it
and to have more than a’ common Reputation : Though,
in*'I'ruth, the neceffary Ufe of Meiriory confidered; Plata
“Had Reafon when - he called it a great‘and powerfil ' God-
defs. -~ In my Country, when they would ‘decypher 2 Man
* 7at Has no Senfe, they fay, fuch donheé has no Memory;
nd when I'complain of ‘mine, they feem not'to believe
-fam in earnelt, and prefently reprove me, as'though T ac-
Fafed mylelf for aTFool, not difcerning the Difference be-
twixt'Memory'and Underflanding ; wherein they are very
wide of my Intention, and do me Wrong, Experience ta-
ther daily fhewing us on the contrary, that a ftrong Me-
mory is commonly-coupled with infirm, Judgment: And
they do me moreover (whoam fo perfect in nothing as the
good Friend) at the fame time .a.greater Wrong, in this,
zhat they make the fameWords, which-accufe my Infirmi-
ty, reprefent me for an ingrateful Perfon ; wherein they
bring my Integrity and good Nature into Queftion upon
the Account of my Memory, and from a hatural Fmper-
feCtion, unjuftly derive a Defe&t of Confcience.  He has
forgot, fays one, this Requefl, or that Promife; he no
more remembers his Friends, he has forgot, to fay.or do,
or to conceal {uch and fuch a Thing for my Sake;~ And
truly, I am apt enough to forget -many.Things, ibut: to
negleCt any thing my Friend has given me,in Charge, 1
neverdoit.  And it thould be enough, methinks, :hatfl
2 fee
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‘feel the Mifery and Inconvenience of it without branding
me with Malice, a Vice fo much a Stranger, and {o con-
trary to.my Nature. However, I derive thefe Comforts
from my Infirmity; firlt, that it is an Evil from which
principallyl have foundReafon to correét aworfe, thatwould
t'uﬁly enough have grown upon me, name ly Ambition ;
this Defet being intolerable in thofe who take upon them
the Negotiations of the World, an Employment of the
gwqml Honour and Truift among Men : Secondly, That

{o (as feveral like Examples in the l’mgrefﬁ of Nature dtﬂ“f"’ -

rl Hrate to us) {he has fortified me in my other Faculties, pro- =
has portioubly as fhe has unfurnifhed me in this; I fhould 8=
es otherwile have been apt implicitely to have repofed my =
1y- Wit and Judgment upon the bare Report of other Men, =
ce, without ever fetting them to work upon any Inqui ﬁtion 1 ;
e whatever, had the ftrange Inventions and Opinions of the i :\
it, Authors I have read been ever prefent with me by the e >
sh, Benefit of Memory : Thirdly, That by this Means I am

bata not {o talkative, for the L-.f'waw ¢ of the Memory is ever

i better furnifhed with Matter than that of the Invention ;

(3R and had mine been faith{ul to me, 1 had €’er this deafned

i all my Friends with my eternal Pdh].ﬁe the Subjeéts them-

ive fme', roufing and ftirring up the lictle Faculty I have of

o handling and s applying them, heating and LthLﬂno my

s D]TLOUI-C *T'is agnm lmp* rfection, and what I hw e ob-
lerved in feveral ni’ my intimate Friends, . who, as their

sty
Urla} Memories fupply them with a }JLflut ind entire Review of
fe- Iu ings, derive their Narratives from fo remote 1 Fountain,

& nd Clb'\vd them with fo many mmul inent 'i-cum.ancc-,
e t;..t though the Story be £oo , they make a fhift to
g {poil it ; and if otherwife, }-'o 4 are u.‘rsr to curfe the
B E;..cl_.gth of their Memory, or the Weaknefs u their Jud f:

1y ment: And it is a hard T hin g to clofe upa Dicourfe, anc
o3 to eutit fhort, when you are once in, aid h;.\.'c 1 ore '1L ‘deal

);If more to fay. Neither is there 2 any Thing wherein \the | Force
i and Reaume‘&. of, a Horfe is fo much feen. a5 in a round,
ot graceful, and fudden Stop; 4nd I'fce even ) thofe who are
g pertinent I’"'lud('h who w "u\l.lkl 3:;1t cannot ftop thort in theig
.nd Career ;. for whilit th ey are {ecking out'a handfom Period
= to rmmm le the Senfe, tnm ta Ix at rand lom, ana are {o per-
-3 }1\ xed' and entap g]f’ in their own Lloq. ucnce, that they
'3 “now 0ot what they fay. But above all, old Men, who
eel E2 vet
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vet retain the Memory of Things paft, and forget how of-
ten they have told them, are the moft dangerous Company
for this Fault; and I have known Stories from the Mouth
of a Man of very great Quality, otherwife very pleafant in
themfelves, becoming very troublefom, by being a hun.
dred Times repeated over and over again. The fourth
Obligation I have to this infirm Memory of mine is, that
by this Means I lefs remember the Injuries I have receiv-
ed ; infomuch, that (asthe Ancient faid) I fhould havea
Protocol, a Regifter of Injuries, or a Prompter, like Dariu,
who, that heqnight not forget the Offence he had received
from thofe of Athens, {o oft as he fat down to Dinner, ot
dered one of hisPages threeTimes to whoop in his Ear, §ir,
Remember the Atbenians: And alfo, the Places which Ire
vifit, and the Books I read over again, ftill {fmile upon me
with a frefh Novelty. It is not without good Reafon faid,
“Thathe who hasnot a good Memory fhould never take upon
him the Trade of Lying. Iknow very well, that the Granm
marians diftinguifh betwixt an Unfruth and a Lie, and fay,
that to tell an Untruth is to tell a Thing that isfalfe, but that
we ourfe]ves believe to be true; and that to e, istotell
"T'hing that we know in our Confcience to be utterly falf
and untrue; and it is of this laft Sort of Liars only thatl
now fpeak. Now thefe do éither wholly contrive and in-
vent the Untruths they utter, or {o alter and difguife a trut
Story, thatit always endsina Lie; and when they difguif¢
and often alter the fame Story according to their own Faw
cy, 'tis very hard for them at one Time or another to efcap
being trapp'd, by Reafon that the real Truth of the Thing
baving firit taken Pofleffion of theMemory, and being ther
lodged, and imprinted by the Way of Knowledge ani
Sl:‘jf!l!(."ﬁ‘.‘, it will be ever ready to prefent itfelf to the Imé
gination, and to fhoulder out any Falfhood of their own
contriving, which cannot there have {o fure and fettled
Footing as the other; and the Circumitances of the firft troe
Knowledge evermore running in their Minds, will be apt
to make them forget thofe that are illegitimate, and onlf
forged by their own Fancy. In what they wholly inveu
forafmuch as there is no contrary Impreflion to juftle thei
Invention, there feems to be lefs Danger of Tripping ; and
yet even this alfo, by reafon it is a vain Body, and with:
out any other Foundation than Fancy only, is very apt

elcape
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efcape the Memory, if they be not careful to make them-
felves very perfe€t in their Tale. Of which I have had
very pleafant Experience, at the Expence of f{uch as profefs
only to form, and accommodate their Speech to the Affair
they have in Hand, or to the Humour of the Perfon with
whom they have to do; for the Circumitances to which
thefe Men ftick not to enflave their Confciences, and their
Faith being fubjeét to {feveral Changes, = their Language
muft accordingly vary: From whence it happens, that
of the fame Thing they tell one Man, that it is this,
and another, that it is that, giving it {feveral Forms and
Colours; which Men, if they once come to confer Notes,
and find out the Cheat, what becomes of this fine Art?
To which may be added, that they muft of Neceffity
very often ridiculoufly trap themfelves ; for, what Me-
mory can be fufficient to retain fo many different Shapes
as they have forged upon one and the {fame Subjeét? I have
known many in my Time, very ambitious of the Repute
of this fine Piece of Difcretion; but they do not fee, that
if there be a Reputation of being wife, there is really no
Prudence in it. In plain Trath, Lying 15 a hateful and
an accarfed Vice. We 2re not Men, nor havelotherTie
upon one another, but our Word. If we did but difcover
the Horror and ill Confequences of it, we fhould purfue
it with Fire and Sword, and more juftly than other
Crimes. I fee that Parents commonly, and in Difcretion
enough, corrett their Children for little innocent Faults,
and torment them for wanton childith Tricks, that have
neither Impreflion, nor tend to any Confequence : Where-
as, in my Opinion, Lying only, and {what is of fomethin
a lower Form) Stomach, are the Fauits which are to be
feverely whipped out of them, both in the Infancy and
Progrefs of the Vices, which will otherwife grow up and
increafe with them; and after a Tongue has once got the
Knack of Lying, ’tis, not to be imagined how impofiible
almoft it is to reclaim it. Whence it comes to pafs, that
we {ee fome, who are otherwife very honeft Men, fo fub-
jet to this Vice. I have an honeft Lad to my Taylor,
who I never knew guilty of one Truth, no not when it
had been to his Advantage. If Falfood had, like Truth,
but one Face only, we fhould be upon better Terms ; for
we fhould then take the contrary to what the Ziar fays
E 3 for
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46 MonTA16NE’s Effays

for certain Truth ; but the Reverfe of Truth has an hundred

thoufand Figures, and a Field indefinite without Bound ot
Aamit. The Pythagoreans make Good to be certain and
inite, and Ew:/, infinite and uncertain; there zre a thow
fand Ways to mifs the White, there is only one to hit it,
For my own Part, I have thig Vice in {o great Horror,
that T am s {ure I couIdfp‘f"cv;iil with my Confcience
to {ecure myfelf from the moft manifeft and extreme
Dapger by an impudent and folemn Lie. An ancient
Father f.'—l)fs, Thet a Dqg e fnow is better C“:‘?,-‘:—)f-‘{l.—’..r'_'.-' than a
Man awhofe Language we do not underfland ® . Uk exfernus
non alieno fit bominis wice; As a farr{g:ra.‘r, 10 one that
underflands not what be fays, cannot be faid to Jupply the Place
of @ Man, becanfe he can be no Company. And hos
much lefs fociable is falfe Speaking than Silence ; King
Francis the firft brao that he had, by this Means,
nonplufed Fra baflador of Francifa
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Of* Liars. 47
the Bufinefs ; and fo long continued in that Court, that the
Emperor at laft had fome Notion of his real Employment
there, and complained of it to the Duke, which was the
Occafion of what followed after, as we {uppofe; which
was, that under Pretence of a Murther by him committed,
his Trial was in two Days difpatched, :and his Head in
the Night ftruck off4n Prifon. Signior Francifco then being
upon. this Account come to the Court of Frence, and pre-
pared with a long counterfeit Story to excufe a thing of fo
dangerous Example, (for the King had applied himfelf
to all the Princes of Chriflendom, as well as to the Duke
himfelf, to demand Satisfa&tion for this Outrage upon the
Perfon of his Minifter) Lad his Audience at the Morning
Council ; where, after he had for the Support of “his
Caufe, in a long premeditated Oration, laid open feveral
;I;vﬁblc jm“tiﬁca.tions of. the Fa&, 'he concluded, that
the Duke his Mafter had never lookcd upon this Merweille
for other than a PrIV'ltt.‘: Gentleman, and his own L‘L'Eb_]t.&
who was there only in order to his own Bufinefs, neither
had he evey lived after any other Manner ;- abfolutely dif-
owning that he had ever heard he was one of the ng 5
Domettick Servants, or that his Majefty fo much as knew
him, {o far was he from taking hi un for an Ambaffador.
When having. made an End, and the King p:Lﬂnm him
‘.-Jul feveral ULIJtCuOIlS and J.)em ands, and fifting him/on
ali Hands, gravelled him at laft, by afking; why “then the:
Jt secution was performed by Night, and as it were by
Stealth ¢ At which the poor ‘confounded Amba ffador, the
more handfomly to difingage himfelf, made Anfwer, That
the Duke would have hu,n very !oth, out ‘'of Refpeét to
his Mﬂacm, that fuch an Execution fhould have been
performed in the Face of the Sun. - Any oné may gwfa
if he was not well fchooled when  he came home, for
J"t'"mff fo grofly tripped in the Prefence of Pr'nt:f.. of {o
d U'Lile a Noftril as King Francis. Popc jz:f;m the Second,

1aving fent an Amhr.ﬂdmor to the King of England, to

T Animate him againft King Francis, the \m affador | having
“J his Audience, and the King, bef E.L would give 2

pofitive *\llf\‘»’el‘, mfifting i1pen the Difficulties he found

1"1 fetting on Foot {o great a | wp*lum n as \‘-’0*11.1 be necef-

m. .1 to mt ack {o potent'a King, and u rging fome Reafons
o that Effect, the Ambaflador ve XY umuliumblv rep! hed,
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That he had alfo himfelf confidered the fame Difficulties,
and had reprefented as much to the Pope. From which
Saying of his, fodireétly oppofiteto the Thing propound-
ed, and the Bufinefs he came about, which was imme-
diately to incite him to War, the King firft derived Ar-
gument (which he alfo afterwards found to be true) that
this Ambaffador, in his own private Bofom, was a Friend
to the French; of which having advertifed the Pope, his
Eftate at his Return home was confifcate, and himfelf ve-
1y narrowly efcaped the lofing of his Head.
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CH AP X
Of quick or flow Speech.

Ont ne fut a tous toutes Graces donnes.

All Graces by All-liberal Heaven
Were never yet to all Men given.

S we fee in the Gift of Eloquence, wherein fome
A have fuch a Facility and Promptnefs, and that
which we call a prefent Wit, fo ealy, that they are ever
ready upon all Oceafions, and never to be furpriz’d : And
others more heavy and flow, never venture to utter any
Thing but what they have long premeditated, and taken
great Care and Pains to fit and prepare. - Now, as we
teach young Ladies thofe Sports and Exercifes which are
moft proper to fet out the Grace and Beauty of thofe Parts
wherein their chiefeft Ornament and Perfection lye; foin

thefe two Advantages of Eloquence, to which the Lawyers

and Preachers of our Age feem principally to pretend.
If I were worthy to ady

ife, the flow Speaker, methinks,
fhould be more proper for the Pulpit, and the other for
the Bar; and that becaufe the Employmerit of the firft
does naturally allow him all the Leifure he can defire to
prepare himfelf, and befides, his Career is perform’d in an
even and unintermitted Line, without Stop or Interrup-
tion; whereas, the Pleader’s Bufinefs and Intereft compels

him
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Of quick or flow Speecd. 49

him to enter the Lifts upon all Occafions, and the unex-
pected Objections and Replies of his adverie Party, jultle
him out of his Courfe, and put him upon the Initant, to
pump for new and extempore Aniwers and Defences. &’e}:,
at the Interview betwixt Pope Clement and King Francis,
at Marfeilles, it happened quite contrary, that Monfieur
Poyet, a Man bred up all his Life at the Bar, and in the
higheft Repute for Eloquence, having the Ch_arge of
making the Harangue ta the Pope committed to him, and
having fo long meditated on it before hand, as (it was {aid)
to have brought it ready along with him from Paris ; the
very Day it was to have been pronounc’d, the Pope fearing
{omething might be faid that might give Offence to the
other Princes Ambafladors who were there attending on
him, fent to acquaint the King with the Argument which
he conceiv’d moft fuiting to the Timeand Place, but by
Chance quite another Thing to that Monfleur de Payet had
taken fo much Pains about: So that the fine Speech he
had prepared wasof no Ufe, and he was upon the Inftant
to contrive another ; which finding himfelf unable to do,
Cardinal Be/lay was conftrained to perform that Office.
The Pleader’s Part is, doubtlefs, much harder than that
of the Preacher ; and yet, in my Opinion we {ee more
paflable Lawyers than Preachers. It fhould feem that the
Nature of Wit 1s, to have it’s Operation prompt and {ud-
den, and that of Judgment, to have it more deliberate,
and more flow : But he who remains totally filent for want
of Leifure to prepare himfelf to fpeak well, and he alfo
whom Leifure does no ways benefit to better {fpeaking,
are equally unhappy. ’Tis faid of Sewerus, that he {poke
belt zxrempore, that he ftood more oblig’d to Fortune,
than his own Diligence, that it was an Advantage to him
to be interrupted in {peaking, and that his Adverfaries
were afraid to nettle him, left his Anger fhould redouble
his Eloquence. I know experimentally, a Difpofition fo
impatient of a tedious and elaborate Premeditation, that if
it do not go frankly and gaily to work, can perform no-
thing to Purpofe. We fay of fome Compofitions, that
they ftink of Oil, and fmell of the Lamp, by reafon of 3
certain rough Harfhnefs that the laborious Handling im-
prints upon thofe where great Force has been employed :
But befides this, the folicitude of doing well, and a certain

~ fuiving
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firiving and contending of a Mind too far: flrained o
over-bent upon it’s ,Tnc‘.w'i.;l'jn:*. I‘~n-:‘4k‘, and hinders;
{3:-.‘-:", like Water, that by Force of it%s own prefiing Vi
lence and Abund: ice, cannot find a ready iffue Lhroh-
theNeck of 2 Bottle, or a narrow Sluice. In this Conditi
‘ e, of which I was now fpeaking; there js th
tit-would not be diford
ich a Paflion ias the Fury of Caf
O.l"d be too wviolent and rude: It

O pa

d 1'1{'-r \. juﬂEr;-:

Imt folicited, and would heated by uns
1
velted, llmrlﬂr‘ &

w,lpglﬂ

‘1.,,r 1('. 4 _.LCJL.I(..]’]t has mo
ne, than I3 Oceafin
1 Fall in n' of m ¥y o
than I can find whe
by which Meax
L write, if, eitlp
worth any L;.I"l':'
- Lofs, when I feek, a
L.--l t upon i hings. m “hance, than by any Inquif
tion oI my s own : I perhaps: {fometimes h
upon fomethi ing when 1 write that feems queint’ an
fp ightly to me, but will appear dull and heavy to anothe
But let us leave this Subjett.: Every onetalks of himfd

cording to his Falent, For my Part, I.am already i
}m’{ in it, that I know not what J was about to fay, an

1 {fuch Cafes, a Stranger often finds it out before me. |
{ﬂmuld always -carry my Razer about me, to ufe fo of

Cmnpﬂﬁ" ;1:1-3
Voice mL.h

&
ay

e
e
s

5
Ai

as this Inconvenience befals me; [ fhould make - cleat
Worle.: -But fome Oceurrence or other may, at fome othe
Time;lay‘it as vifible to me as'the Light, and make m
wonder what I'fhould ftick at.

. : CHAP




ed' a
iders
1g Vi
hrog
¢
nditio
is th
:d wit
Votia
juftle
7 ung
be J¢
ives:
Teflin
S ma
cafin
'!}' OV
whe
Vean
eithe
thing
<, aK
wquif
25 hi
t anl
othe
imifel
dy f
, an
e
‘o of
clea
othe
€ mé

AR

Sorefee many Téffﬁgs, and many Thi

e e A

Of Prognoftications. 5y

CH AP, X1
Of Pragﬁrﬁimtéam.

OR what concerns Oracles, it is certain, that a good
while before the Coming of our Saviour Chrift, they
began to lofe their Credit ; for we fee that Cicerais troubled
to find out the Caufe of their Decay in thefe Words; Cur
iflo modo jam Oracula Delpbis eduntur, non mods nofira etate,

Jed jam din, ut nibil polfit efje contemptius * s What jbould

be the Reafon that the Oracles-at Delphos are fo.uttered, not
only in this dge of ours, but moresver a great ahile ago,
that nothing can be more contempiible? But as to the other
Prognofticks, calculated from the Anatomy of Beafts at
Sacrifices, (which Plz#c does in part attribute to: the natural
Conflitution of the Inteftines of the Béeafts themfelves) the
feraping of Poultry, the Flights of Birds: Auves guafdam,
7erum qugurandarum caufa natus €ffe putamust : We think

fome Sorts of Birds to be turpofely created upon the Account
o s ey s

of Augury, Claps of Thunder, the winding ‘of Rivers,
Multa cernunt Ayufpices, multa Augures provident, mulia
Oraculis declaruntur, multa Vaticinationibus, multa Sommniis,
multa Portentis T, Soothfayers and Augurs conjellure and
as . dre G!"l—‘!‘.’vzﬂ! f.?z O?"a-
¢les, Propbecies; Dreams and Portents; and others of the
like Nature, upon which Antiquity founded moft of their
publick and private Enterprizes, Chriftian Religion has to-
tallyabolithed. And although there yet remain amongft us
iome Praftices of Divination from the Stars, from Spirits, -
from the Shapes and Complexions of Men, from Dreams
and the‘ like,. (a notable Example of the wild Caricfity
of our Nature to graip at and anticipate future Things, a

if we had not.enough to-do to digeit the prefent.)

e N ¥ 3 ThIE B : ] T
‘th. de Diwvin, 1, 2. '|‘ Cic. de Natura Deor. I, 2.
I 1id. :




22 MoNTAIGNE’s Effays.
e cutr hane 11bi, refor Oé'?;.:pi,
Solicitis wifum mortalibus addere cxram,
Nofeant wventuras ut dira per omnia clades ?
Sit fubitum quodcunque paras, fit czea fupuri
Mens Fomsinum Jati, liceat fperare timenti *.

Why, thou great Ruler of Ojmpus, why

Halit thou to timorous Mortality

Added this Care, that Men fhould be {o wife

To know, by Owmens, future Miferies ?

Free us from this unneceffary Care,

Unlook’d for fend the s thou doft prepare ;

Let human Minds from future Things be blind,
That Hope, amidft our Fears, fome Place may find

( Ne utile quidem ¢l feire quid Juturum fit : Miferumi
enim, nibil proficientem, angi: It is not indeed conveny
to kngw awhat fhould come to pafs s for it is a wmiferable th
20 be wex’d and tormented to no Purgofe). Yet are th
of much lefs Authority now than heretofore. Whi
makes the Example of Francis, Marquifs of Saluzze,|
much more remarkable ; who being Lieutenant to Ki
Francis the Firft, in his Army beyond the Mountai
infinitely favour'd and efteem’d in our Court, and oblig
to the King’s Bounty for the Marquifate itfelf, which i
been forfeited by his Brother; and as to the reft, havis
no manner of Provocation given him to do it, and ew
his own Affe@ion oppofing any {uch Difloyalty ; fuffer

. himfelf to be fo terrified (as it was confidently reportt
with the fine Prognofticks that were {pread Abroad in
vour of the Emperor Charles the Fifth, and to our Difa
vantage, (efpecially in Ztajy, where thefe foolith Prophecs
were {o far believ’d, that great Sums of Money were lail
and other ventur'd out upon return of greater when thy
€ame to pafs, {o certain they made themfelves of our Ruit
that having bewail'd to thofe of his Acquaintance who wet
moft intimate with him, the Mifchiefs that he faw woull
inevitably fall upon the Crown of France, and the Friens
he bhad in that Court, he unhandfomely revolted, ax
turnd to the other Side ; but to his own Misfortane never

el
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Of Proguoflicatious. 53
thelefs, what Conftellation foever govern'd at that Time.
Rut he carried himfelf in this Affair like a Man agitated
with divers Paflions ; for having both Towns and Forces
in his Hands, the Enemy’s Army under Antonio de Leva
clofe by him, and we not at all {fufpeéting his Defign, it
had been in his Power to have done more than he did ;
for we loft no Men by this Infidelity of his, nor any
Town, but Fyfan only, and that after a long Siege, and
a brave Defence,

Prudens futuri temporis exitum
Caliginofa noite premit Deus:

1 Ridetque fi mortalis ultra
+ find Fas trepidat .
PR Th’ eternal Mover has in Shades of Night
;:U‘::f‘ Future Events conceal’d from hume_m Sight,
5 :I; And laughs when he does fee the timorous Afs
- i Tremble at what fhall never come to pafs.
Whi tlle potens j&z‘
o Lztufgue deget, cui licet; in dien
P Dixiffe, vixi: Cras el atra
it Nube Polum pater occupato,
Obhg Iffzﬁff purd :i_
ich s He free and merrily may live, can fay,
havig As the Day paffes I have liv’d To-day ;
1 ew And for To-morrow little does take Care,
uffert Let the World’s Ruler make it foul or fair.
dorte Leetus in prafens animus, quod wlira &
n f Oderit curare §.
Dife A Mind that's chearful in it’s prefent State,
i’?;] To think of any thing beyond will hate.
1 the And thofe who take this Sentence in a contrary Senfe,
RLIJ'II, interpret it amifs. ffla fic reciprocantar, ut fi Divinatio
L Jit, Dii fint, & fi Dii fint, fit Divinatio®. Thefe Things
woul bave that mutnal Relation to one another, that if there be
riend Juch a Thing as Divinafion, there muft be Deities 5 and if
|, and Deities, Divination. NMuch more wifely Pacuvins;
1ever —
— + Hor, 4. 3. Od. 29.... % 1bd. Ode 29, . §.J4. 4 2.
Od: 16. ® Cic. de Divin. |, 2.
3 Nam
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Nam iflis qus lingnam avinm intelligunt, N
Plufgue ex aliens jecore fapiant, quam ex fuo, gt
Magis audiendum, guam aufeultandum cenfeo *, m
‘Who the Birds Language underftand, and who th
More from Brutes Livers than their own do know, ¥
Are rather to be heard than hearken’d to. W
s S ar

The focelebrated Art of Divination aroneft the Tu/ian
: i , S S
took it’s Beginning thus: A Lzbourer firiking deep withhi® .

Coulter into the Earth, faw the Demi-God § Tages tod
fcend with an infantile Afped, but endued with a matu ki
and fenile Wifdom. * Upon the Rumour of which, all th =

People ran to fee the Sight, by whom hisWords and Sciene ef
containing the Principles and Means to attain to this Ax !
were recorded and kept for many Ages. A Birth fuitabh
to 1t’s Progrefs ! I, for my Part, {hould fooner regulatem
Affairs by the Chance of a Die, than by fuch idle and vais a
Dreams. And indeed inall-Republicks, a good Sharedt
the Government has ever been.referred to Chance. Plali “p]

an the civil Regiment that he models according to hisowll e
_F:mc_‘U, leaves the Decifion of feveral Things of very gredl
Importance wholly to it, and will, amongit other Thingy o
that fuch Marriages as he reputes legitimate and good, bt ¢}
appointed by Let, and attributing fo great Virtue, andadd. v
ing fo great a Privilegé to this accidental Choice, as too® o
dain the Children begotin fuchWedlock to be broughtupiit: t
the Country, and thole begot in any other to be thruft out p
{purious and bafe ; yet {o, that if any of thofe Exiles, not® tr
Withi’tamiing, {hould peradventure in growing up giveanf  tl
early Hopes of future Virtue, they were in a Capacity of  h
- being recall’d, as thofe alfo who had been retain’d wereof i
being exil’d in Cale they gave little Expetation of them: 1}
felvesin their greener Years. I feefome whoare mightilf. i)
given to Study, pore and comment upon their Almanacks, P
and producethem for Authority when any Thing has fallen h

out pat:. The’ it is hardly pofiible, but that thefe Wellkl 1y
wifhers to the Mathematicks, in-faying fo much, muft :
fometimes ftumble upon fome Truth amonglt ap infinite t]
<rins L8]
. ‘ 1'-;

* Idex Pacuvio,

8§ Indigene dixere Tagen, qui primns Etrufcam
¥ I R i 5 3 ek
Edocui; gentem cafus aperive Suturos: Ovid, Met. L 15
Number
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Number of Lies. Quis eff enim qui totum diem jaculars nor ali-
quands confineet ® 2_For. avho fboots all Day at Buts, that does
not Jometimes bit the White? | 1 think never the better of
them for fome accidental Hits. T here would be more Cer-
tainty in it, if there were a Rule and .a Truth of al-
ways lying. ~Befides, No-body records their Flim-flams
and. falle Prognofticks, forafmuch as they are infinite
and common, but if they chop upon one Truth, that
carries - a mighty Report,; as being rare, ingredible, and
prodigious, - So Diggeres, irnamed the Atheifl, anlwered
him_in Samothrace, who-thewing him in the Temple the
{everal Offerings and Stories in Painting, of thofe who had
eicaped Shipwreck, {aid to him, Leok-you, {aid he, jou
who think the Gads have na Gare of  buman Things, avbat da
you Jay by fo many Perfons preferved from Death by their efpe-
cial Favour Wiy, I/ay, anfwered he, that their Pifures
are not_feré who were. cafl atvay, which were by much the
greater Number. Cicero obferves, that of all the Philofo-
phers who have acknowledged a Deity, Xenophanes only has
endeavoured to eradicate all Manner of Divination:; Which
malces it the lefs a Wonder, if we have fometimes feen fome
of ‘our (Princes, to their own Coft, rely” too ‘much upon
thefe Fopperies. I'with I had given any Thing, that I had
with my own Eyes feen thofe two great Rarities, the Boole
of Foachir the Calabrian Abbot; which foretold all the fu-
ture Popes, their Namesand Figures; and thatof the Em-
peror Lea, which prophefied of all the Emperors and Pa-
triarchs of Greece., This. I have been an Eye-witnefs of,
that in publick Confufions, Men aftonifhed at theirFortune,
have abandoned their own Reafon fuperftitioudly to feek out
i the Stars the ancient Caufes and Menaces.of their prefent
Mifhaps, and in my Time have been fo ftrangely fuccefsful
N1t as te make Men believe, that this Study, being pro-
per to fix and {ettle piercing and volatile Wits, thofe who
have beenany thing verfed in this Knack of unfolding and
untying Riddles, are capable in anv Sort of "W:‘itinfg, to
ﬁ1nd out what they defire.  But above al, that which gives
them the greatelt Room to play in, is the obfture, ambigu-
ous, and fantaftick Gibberith of, their prophetick Can:ing,
where their Authors deliver nothing of clear Senfe, but
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{broud all in Riddle, to the End that Pofterity may iy
pret and apply it according to their own Fancy, Socral
Demon, or Familiar, might perhaps be no other b
certain Impulfion of the Will, which obtruded itfelf oy
him without the Advice or Confent of his Judgmetit; 3
ina Soul {o enlightned as his was, 4nd fo prepared by ag
tinual Exercife of Wifdom and Virtue, *tis to be {uppof
thofe Inclinations of his, though {udden and undigeft
were ever very important, and worthy to be followed.
very one finds in himfelf fome Image of fuch Agitatiy
of a prompt, vehement, and fortuitous Opinion. T
that am to allow them fome Authority, who attribus
little to ocor own Prudence, and who alfo myfelf h
had fome, weak in Reafon, but violent in Perfudfiont
Diffuafion, (which were moft frequent with Socratel)
which I have {uffered myfelf to be ¢arried away fof
tanately, and fo much to my own Advantage, thattl
might have been judged to have had {fomething in th
of a divine Infpiration.

C.H A P, XII.
Of Confrancy.

TH B Law of Refolution and Conftaricy does niot i
ply that we ought not, as much as in us Iyes, tot
cline, and to fecure ourfelves from, theMif{chiefs and Inct
veniencies that threaten us; nor confequently, that we ks
not fear left they thould furprize us: On the contrary,?
decent and honeft Ways and Means of fecuring ourfel
from Harms are not only permitted, but moreover cof
mendable, and the Bufinels of Conftancy chiefly is, brave
to ltand to,and ftoutly to fuffer thofe Inconveniencies whit
are not otherwife poflibly to be avoided. There is no M
tion of Body, nor any Guard in the handling of Arm
how irregular or ungraceful foever, that we diflike or cot
demn, if they ferve to deceive or to defend the Blow thi
15 made againft us ; infomuch, that feveral very warh'ﬂ!
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Of .Conftancy. 57

Nations have made ufe of a retiring and flying Way of
Fight, asa Thing of fingular Advantage, and by fo doing
have made their Backs more dangerous than their Faces to
their Enemies, Of which Kind of Fighting the s yet
retain fomething in their Practice of Armsto this Day ; and
Socrates in Plato laughs at Laches, who had defin’d Fort:-
tudeto be a itanding firm in their Ranks againft the Enemy :
What ({ays he) wonld it then b reputed Cowardice to overcome
them by giving Ground? Urging at the fame Time the Au-
thority of Homer, who commends Fneas for his Skill in
running away. And whereas Lacker, confidering better
on’t, jultifies his firlt Argument upon the Pra&ice of the
Seythians, and in general all Cavalry whatever, he again
attacks him with the bxample of the Lacedzmonian Foot,
(a Nation of all others the moft obftinate in maintaining
their Ground) who in all the Battle of Platea, not being
able to break into the Perfian Phalanx, unbethought them:
felves to difperfe and retire, that by the Enemies {uppofing
they fled, they might break, and difunite that vaft Body of
Men in the Parfuit, and by that Stratagem obtained the
Vi€tory. As for the Seythians, *tis faid of them, that when
Darjus went his Expedition to fubdue them, he fent, by an
Herald, highly to reproach their King, That be alrvay
tired before him and declined @ Baitle ; towhich Iad; hyrfes
(for that was his Name) returned Anfwer, That it was not
Jor fear of bim, or ¢ any-Man living, that be did fo, but that
it gy the j’{'},_;}- ;}f Al E‘f"f".:".’.-"’:-' in Pro&ice avith bis ﬂ,ﬂ;_f:‘g;?‘ ave
bad neither tilld Fi ds, Cities, nor Houfes to defend, or 15
Jear the Enemy fhould make a ny ddvantage of : But that if be
bad fuch a Stomach to fizht, Jet bim come but to view their an-
cient Place of Sepulture, and there be Joould bawe bis Fijl.
Neverthelefs asto what concerns Cannon Shot, when 2
BOd}' ot Men are drawn up in the Face of a2 T'rain of Ar-
tillery, as the Occafioh of War does often require, "tisun-
han.:_i[um to quit their Poft to avoid the Danger, and 2
foolifh Thing to boot, forafmuch as by Reafon of it’s Vig-
lence and Swiftnefs we account it inevitable, and many a
one, by docking, ilﬁp};irg afide, and fuch other Motions of
Fear, has been fufiiciently laughd at by his Companions,
And yet in the Expedition that the Emperor Charles the
Fifth made into Prevence, the i\”i;‘rquil?. de Guaft going to

difcover'the City of Arles, and venturing to advance out of

Vou. 'L F the
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the Blind of 2 Wind-mill, under Favour of which he had
made his Approach, was perceived by the Seigneursd
Bonneval and the Senefchal of Agenois, who were walking

A Theatre avhere

ublick Skow : i . :
]jé{jjw }}i;;ﬂ?f Commiflary of the Artillery, he ti
o 3

i & verfed a Culverine fo admirably well
&c. aere exhi- S : “h
Bited. and levell’d it fo exattly right agai

him, that had not the Marquifs, feein
Fire to it, flipp’d afide, it was certainly concluded, ti
Shot had taken him full in the Body. And in like Manng
fome Years before, Lorenzo de Medici, Duke of Urbin, an
Father to the Queen-Mother of France, laying Siege Ui
Mondalpho, a Place in the Territories of the Zicariat i
Italy, feeing the Cannoneer give Fire to a Piece that pointel
direétly againft him, it was well for him that he duck’d, fi
otherwife the Shot, thatonly ras’d the Top of his Hea
had doubtlefs hit him full in the Breaft. To fay T'ruth,!
do not think that thefe Evafionsare performed upon the At
count of Judgment; for how isany Man living able &
judge of high or lJow Aim on fo {fudden an Occafion ? Au
it is much more eafy to believe, that Fortune favoured thei
Apprehenfion, and that it might be a Means at anothe
Time, as well to make them ftep into the Danger, asi
teach them to avoid it. For my own Part, I confefs,!
cannot forbear ftarting when the Rattle of a Harquebi
thunders in my Ears on a fudden, and in a Place wher!
am not to expeét it, which I have alfo obferved in othes
braver Fellows thanI; neither do the Stoicks pretend, thi
the Soul of their Philofopher {hould be Proof againfttt
firft Vifions and Fantafies that {urprize him ; but as am
tural Subject confent that he thould tremble at the tersibl
Noife of Thunder, or the fudden Clatter of fome fall§
Ruin, and be affrighted even to Palenefs and Convalfiol
And fo in other Paffions, provided a Man’s Judgment
main found and intire, and that the Sight of his Reafon fu
fers no Concuflion nor Alteration, and that he yields no Cor
{ent to his Fright and Difcompofure. To him who is1
a Philofopher, a Fright is the {fame in the firft Part ofl
but quite another Thing in the fecond ; for the Impreff
of Paflions does not remain only fuperficially-in him, 0¥
penetrates farther, even to the very Seat of Reafon, and”

[

upon the Theatre Aux arenes; who hav.
ing fhewed him to the Sieur de Villiers
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O/ Jlf{?c‘f 1Htervety ar _LJ.*Z,';LrL‘J, 179
s to infect and to corrupt it, He judges according to his
Fear, and conforms his Behaviour to it. But in thiz Verfe
you may fee the true State of the wife Stoick learnedly
and plainly exprefs’d :
Mens immota manet, lacryme volvuntur inanes®,
The Eye, perhaps, frail, fruitlefs Showers raings,
Whillt yet the Mind firni and unfhook remains.
The wife Peripatetick is not him{elf totally free from
: b : |
Perturbations of Mind, but he moderates them b his
|

Wiildom.

it AP X,
The Ceremony of the Interview of Princes,

']"H{ER'E s no Subje@ fo frivolous, that does not

merit a Place in this Rhapfody. According to the
common Rule of Civility, it would be a kind of an AL

front to an Equal, and much more to a Superior, to fail

of being- at home, when he has given you Notice he will
come to vifit you. Nay, Queen Margaret of Nawayye
farther adds, That itwould be a Rudenefs ina Gentleman
to go out to Ineet any one that is coming to fee him,ilet him
¢ of what Condition foever; and that it is more refpeitive
and more civil to ftay at home to receive him, if only
upon the Account of miffing of him by the Way, and
that it is enough to receive him at the Door, and to g
upon him to his Chamber.

vait
For my Part, who as much,
duce the Ceremonies of my Houfe,
and the other of thefe va in
Peradventure {ome one may take Offenee ac
am forry, but I cannot §
much better to offend him
4y, for it would be a pe

nd in my Heare
once, than my-
rpetual Slavery ; and

—

* Virg. Eneid. 7 2.
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to what End do we avoid the {fervile Attendance of Courts, i
we bring the fame, or a greater Trouble, home to cur owr
private Houfes? It is alfo a common Rule in all Alfemblig
that thofe of lefs Quality are to be firf lU},ou the Place; by
reafon that it is a State more due to the better Sort to mak
otherswait and expeét them. Neverthelefs, at the Inte
view betwixt Pope Clement and King Francis at fifmfﬂff'-rr_-
the King, after he had in his own Per 101* taken order in tht
neceflary Prtp*i::tiund for his Reception and Entertainmen
withdrew out of the Town, and gave the Pope two or thi
.r.':"'.“‘ refpite for his Entry, and w wh erein to wpau and b
ih wmﬂ»‘f before he canieto him. And in like manng,
at the _--‘P.!ngn;ltggn of the Pope and the Emperor at E'I'c g
the Emperot gave the Pope L .c;,t."; tocome thither nrﬂ, an
came himfelf after; for x="iid' he Re

1fon IA}Ci'- gl‘-'L‘ll Wi

this ; that atall the Intervie Ci" {uch Princes, the Greatt
ought to be firit at the a --wr,--n‘:t‘:i Pla J“f'--wml]) befut
the other-in W hofe Territories the Interview is appointt
t *i‘- ' 19, by a ]:.i'.';;; of Deference to the oth

app roper for the Lefs to feek out, and to apy
themi he Greater, and not the Greater to thes

ot every Country only, but every City, and {o much!
every Society, have their particular Forms of C“ll

There was \,nu'c en m"h talen in my _'_‘_dtit".tﬁ_'h, and I h---
liv’d m good Company enough to know the Formalitiest
our own }.};..“m, and nlll able to 'Ta e Jm?.onq i it LL'
alfo to follow them
Obfervation, t ,
ny; of v e, that pro uu,j a
omits them out of Difcretion, and not for want of Bre#
ing,. it will be every whit as hm' dfom, I have feen {8
People rude, by being over-civil, and troublefom in the
L.our»zi} ; tho' thefe Excefles c>:r epted, the Knowledget
Cour"*iv and good Manners is a very nc‘{:cfi'-*ry Study. *
' e Grace and Beauty, that which begets Liking &
lination to love one another at the 1'11LH:011t, :‘-ﬂd
the beginning of an Acquaintance and F ‘.n“lmnt}: ¥
con :ulu m'.;;, that which frft opens the Door, and inf®
mits'us to better ourfelves by the Example of other;
;hu--;. be any thing in the Society worth taking Notice®

~.||\.r~:
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Cill A P. i
That Men are juftly punifhed for being obftinate
i1 the Defence of  a Fort that is not in reafon
to be defended.

Alour has 1t’s Bounds, as well as other Virtues, which

once tranfgrefled, the next Step is into the Territo-

ries of Vice, fo that by having too large a Proportion of
this heroick Virtue, unlefs a Man be very perfet in it's Li=
mits, which upon the Confines are very hard to difcern, he
may very eafily unawares run into Temerity, Obftinacy,
and Folly. From this Confideration it is, that we have de-
rived the Cuftom in Times of War, to punifh even with
Death thofe who are obftinate to-defend a Place that is not
tenable by the Rules of War. In which Cafe, if there
were net fome Examples made, Men would be fo confident
upon . the Hopes of Impunity, that not a Hen-rooft but
would refift, and flop a Royal Army. The Conftable Muz.
Seenr de Montmerency, having at the Siege of Pawie been or-
dered to pafs the Tefine, and to take up his Quarters in the
}“}m,ﬂ:émg St. Antenie, being hindered fo to do by a Tower
that was at the End of the Bridge, which was {o impudent
a5 to endure a Battery, hanged every Man he found within
it for their Labour. - And again, fince accompanying the
Dauphinin his Expedition beyond the 4%s, and taking the
Caftle of Vi/lane by Affailt, and allwithin it being put to
the Sword, the Governorand his Enfign only excepted, he
caufed them both tobe truffed up for the fame Reafon; as
alfo'did Captain Martin du Bellay, then Governor of Turin,
the Governor of $z. Bon , in the {fame Country, all his
People being cut in Pieces at the taking of the Place, But
forafmuch asthe Strength orWeaknefsofa Fortrefsis al ways
meafured by the Eftimate and Counterpoife of the Forces
that attack it, (for aMan might reafonably enough defpife
two Culverines, that would be a Mad-man to abide a Bat-
tery of thirty Pieces of Cannon) where alfo the Greatnefs
¥ of
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rince who is Matter of the Field, his Reputation,
1e Refpett that is due unto him, is always put into
the Balance ; ’tis i.:‘-l‘tjj“"“ 15 to aifront fuch an }‘lne*-'-' - And
i y compelling him to force you, you pL £1s him
with {o great an © w.-.au“ of himfelf and his Power, that
thinking it unreafonable- any Place fhould dare to {hut their
(ates L:E*-.mu his viftorious Army, he puts all to the
oword, where he meets with any (‘p nﬁlion, whillt his
fortune continpes; asis very I*. ain-1n the fierce and arro-
gant 1"'01'1‘.15 of i’u.nn.‘_m'w ['owns and ch.muncv‘&; War;
1avouring fo much of " Barbarian Pride and Infolence in Ufe
amongit ‘the oriental Princes, and which théir Succeflon
to this Day dﬂ 1,'{;\ retain an d practife.  And even in that
remote Part of the World w fif.'}’t, the Portuguefe fubdued the
Indians, they found fome States where it was an unjverfal
and inviolable Law amongft them, that every Enemy,
overcome by the King in Panon or b} his RLprLfent’itwe
Lieutenant, was out of Lmn“u{mon both of Ranfom and
s\Ichv So that .;l‘rm«e all Things a Man fhould take heed
La]!;ncr into the Hands of a Judge who isan Enemy and
victorious.

CH-AP, XV
Of the Punifbment of Cowardice.

Once heard of a Prince, and a a great C:«:pt.r-'n having 3
Narration g.wn him ashefatar Tableof the Pro ‘“c.u.lg
againft Monfieur 4z f:;-v_.u:.f, \-.--'m was i}'_nto need to Death
for. having {urrendered B x,. ,-J to .J,( Englifh, openly
maintained, that.a Soldier could no Jultly be put to Death
ar his Want of Conrage '-"U'u; in'Truth, a Man thould

ke a great Difference h("‘\k'n_L aults t l at ;1::.’:'::1}-‘ praceed
' e vifibly the Effeés of

from Infirmity, and thofe thata
hery and 7‘\7...0. ; for in the latt thw wilfully a&t
againfl the RL._“ f Reafon that Nature has in ‘Ph']st'd on
055 W .H‘m.' 1 the iomm it feems as if we mlg_nt prcn 1Ce
who left us in {uch a State of Imperfection,

. and
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Of the Punifbment of Cowardice. 63,

and Defe&t of Courage for our Juftification. Infomuch,
that many have thought we are not juftly queftionable for
any thing, but what we commit againft the Light of our
own Confcience. And it is partly upon this Rule, that
thofe ground their Opinion, who difapprove of capital
and fanguinary Punifhments infli¢ted upon Hereticks and
Mifcreants; and theirs alfo, who hold that an Advocate
or 2 Judge are not accountable for having ignorantly failed
in their Adminiftration. But as to Cowardice, it is moft
certain, that the moft ufual Way of chaftifing that is by
Ignominy and Difgrace ; and it is fuppofed, that this
Praftice was firft brought into Ufe by the Legiflator Cheron-
das 3 and that before his Time the Laws of Greece punifhed
thofe with Death who fled from a Battle ; whereas he
ordained only that they fhould be three Days expofed in
the publick Place drefled in Women’s Attire, hoping yet
for fome Service from them, having awaked their Courage
by this open Shame ;  Suffundere melis bhominis fanguinem
quam: effundere, chosfing rather to bring the Blwnd into
their Gheeks, than to let it out of their Bodies. It
appears alfo, that the Roman Laws did anciently punith
thofe with Death who had ran away : Fer dmmianus
Marcellinus fays, that the Emperor Fulian commanded
ten of his Soldiers who had turned their Backs in an
Encounter againft the Parthians, to be firft degraded, and
afterwards put to Death, according (fays he) to the ancient
Laws; and yet elfewhere for the like Offence, he only
condemns others to remain amongft the Prifoners under
the Baggage Enfign. T'he Punifhment the People of Rome
inflited upon thofe who fled from the Battle of Canner,
and thofe who run away with Creius Fulvius, at his Defeat,
did not extend to Death. And yet methinks Men thould
confider what they do in fuch Cafes, left Difgrace fhould
make fuch Delinquents defperate, and not only faint
Friends, but implacable and ‘mortal Enemies.  OF late
Memory, the Seigneur de Franget, Lieutenant to the
Marefchal de Chattillsn’s Company, having by the Maref:
chal de Chabanes been put in Governor of Fontarabie, in
the Place of Monfieur e Ludz, and having furrendered it
to the Spaniard, he was for that condemned to be degraded
from all Nobility, and both himfelf and his Pofterity
declared ignoble, taxable, and for ever incapable of bearing

F 4 Arms ;
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Arms; which fevere Sentence was afterwards accordingly
executed at Lions, and fince that all the Gentlemen who
were 1n Gzife when f'"f:-n_.-_nt Neflaw entered into it, under
went the fame Punithment, as feveral others have doge
fince for like Offence.  Notwithftan nding, in cafc of
{fuch a ﬂ'-.“hﬂ‘ﬂ Ignorance or Cowardice as exceeds all
other ordinary Example, ’tis but Reafon to take it fors
fufficient Proof of Treach wery and Malice, and for fuch it
oughit to be eenfured and punifhed,

H AP XVr
A Procecding of fome Am} bafladors.

Cuftom, ever to leam

ation of thofe with whom
the [ eft "‘!v. hool of all other) and to put
my Lompany upon thofe Subjedls they are the beft able to

Bafit al noc J'ma rag; orar de wents,
_/i’; r'IE,'ij
f_':'?’.'zz' ,!.

fery conts 'l I ;.,-ff;-; gét armenls e

X :
ivawita de Dents, ae taur: ionarrval arator,

’
_;"..:...mwu.: F vl ;,‘gf *T_,'cﬁr,“f‘.,, p..:._-.:.; oS "!".

The Scamen beft an 16.?1';_:71 of the Winds,
Of Oxen none o v well as I
r . g
The hufling Soldiér beft of 1L‘v'-;:‘.e ads and Knocks,
j‘n.r* ﬂC.}’Ic.I‘ a‘""n{: ds of their harmlefs "_-f}c_.{-:-..

ttiver BT |
rimng ;JIT‘L{_.k 3

1
For it often fal REug that, on the centrary, every one
will rather choofe to be pra f ' s Proyince
“H“. his own new }-::'-pri:it:rn
acquired ;

2

- 1 . .=.1 do but obf'i:*i'c
aow farge and ample Ce/ar is to make gvunderfband his

e
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A Procecding of fome Ambafladors., 65

Invention of building of Bridges, and contriving Engines
of War, and how fuccin and refery’d in Comparifon,
where he fpeaks of the Offices of his Profeflion, his own
Valour, and military Conduct. His Exploits {ufficiently
prove him a great Captain, and that he knew wcil enough
but he'would be thought a good Engineer to boot ; a
Quality fomething rare, and not much to be expeéted in
him. “T'he elder Dionyfius was a very great Captain, as it
befitted his Fortune he fhould be ; but he tock very great
Pains to get a particular Reputation by Poetry, and yet
he never was cut out for 2 Poet. A Gentleman of the
long Robe being not long fince brought to fee a Study
furnifi’d with all Sorts of Books, both of hisown and ail
other Faculties, took no Occafion at all to entertain him-
felf with any of them, but fell very rudely and imperti-
nently to defcant upon a-Barricado plac’d before the Study-
door, a thing thata hundred Captains and common Sol-
diers fec every Day without taking any Notice or Offence.

Optat ephippia bos piger, optat arare caballus.

The lzzy Ox would Saddle have and Bit,
The Steed 2 Yoke, neither for either fit, °

By this Courfe a Man fhall never improve himfelf, nor
arrive atany PerfeGtion inany thing. ~He muft therefore
make it his Bufinefs, always to put theArchiteét, the Paint-
er, the Statuary, as alfo every Mechanick Artizan, upon
difcourfe of their own Capacities. And to this Purpofe,
in reading Hiftories, which is every Body’s Subjeé&, I ufe
to confider what kind of Men are the Authors; which,
if Perfons that profefs nothing but mere Learning, I in
and frem them principally obferve and learn the Stile and
Language ; If Phyficians, I npon that Account the rather
incline to credit what they report of the Temperature of
the Air, of the Health and Complexions of Princes, of
Wounds, and Difeafes 5 If Lawyers, we are from them to
take Notice of the Controverfies of Right and Title, the
]:Z:l(!iilmiﬂlniﬁ'llt of Laws and Civil Government, and the
like ; If Divines, the Affairsof the Church, ecclefiaftical
Cenfures, Marriages and Difpenfations; If Courtiers,
Manners and Ceremonies ; If Soldiers, the Things that
Properly belong to their Trade, and principally the Ac-
counts of fuch Acions and Enterprizes wherein they were

perfonally
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perfonallyengaged ; and if Ambafladors, we are to obferve
their Negotiations, Intelligences, and Pra&ices, and the
Manner how they are to be carried on., And this is the
Reafon why (which perhaps T fhould have lightly pafid
aver in another) I dwelt upon and maturely confider'd o
Paffuge In the Hiftory writ by Monfieur 2- Langey (a Man
of very great Judgment in Things of that Nature) which
was, after having given a Narrative of the fine Oratid
Charles the Fifth had made in the Confiftory at Rome, and
in the Prefence of the Bifhop of Ma/cor and Monfieur &
Pelley, our Ambaffadors there, wherein he had mixel
feveral tart and injurious Expreflions to the Difhonour of
our Nation ; and amongft the reft, Thas if” bis Captain
and Soldicrs avere not Men of angther kind of Fidelity, Re
Solution, and Sufficiency in the Knoaledge of Arms, than thf
of the King, he awould immediately &o with a Rope about hi
Neck and fue to bim for Mereys (and it fhould feem the
Emperor had really this, or ‘a very little better Opinion
ofour'military Men, for he afterwards, twice or thrice it
his Life, faid the very fame thing) asal{o, that he challeng!
the King to figcht him in his Shirt with Rapier and Poniard,
in a Boat: The faid Sieur de Langey purfuing his Hiftory,
adds, that the forenam’d Ambaffadors, femling a Difpatch
to the King of thefe Things, conceal'd the greateft Par,
and ‘particularly the two lalt Paffages. At which I could
not but wender, that it fhould be in the Power of an
Ambaflader to difpenfe with any Thing which he onglt
to fignify to his Mafter, efpecially of fo great Importance
as this, coming from the Mouth of fuch 2 Perfon, and
fpoke in {o grearan Affembly ; and thould rather conceive
1t had been the Servant’s Duty faithfully to have reprefent:
ed to him the whole and naked Truthas it pafs'd, to the
End that the Liberty of difpofing, judging and concluding
might abfolutely have remain’d n him: For either to con-
ceal, or to difguife the Truth for Fear he thould take it
otherwife than he ought to do, and left it fhould prompt
him to fome extravagant Refolution, and in the mean
Ti_metaicave him ignorant of his Affairs, thould feem, me-
thinks, rather to belong to him who is to give the Law,
than to him who is only to receive it; to him who s
in fupreme Command, and beft can Judge of his own
Interefts, ‘and not to him who ought to look upon himl'

3 felf
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A Proceeding of fome Ambaffadors. 6%

felf as inferior in Authority, fo alfo in Prudence and
good Counfel : But let it be how it will, I for my Part
would be loth to be fo ferved in my little Concerns. We
do fo willingly flip the Collar of Command upon any
Pretence whatever, and are fo ready to ufurp upon Do-
minion, and every one does {o naturally afpire to Liberty
and Power, that no Utility whatever deriv’d from the
Wit or Valour of thofe he does employ, ought to be fo
dear to a Superior, as a downright and fincere Obedience.

"To obey more upon the Account of Underftanding than

Subjeétion, is to corrupt the Office, and to fubvert the
Power of Command ; infomuch that P, Craffus, the {ame
whom the Romans reputed five times happy, at the Time
when he was Conful in #4fz, having fent to a Greck
Engineer to caufe the greater of two Malts of Ships thdt
he had taken Notice of at Afhens, to be brought to him,
to be employed about fome Engine of Battery he had a
defign to make; the other prefuming upon his own Science
and Sufficiency in thofe Affairs, thought fit to do otherwife
than direted, and to bring the lefs; which alfo, according
tothe Rules of Art, was really more proper for the Ulfe to
which it was defigned : But Craffus, though he gave Ear
to his Reafon with great Patience, would not however
take them, how found or convincing foever, for current
Pay, but yet remained {o highly offended at his Difobe-
dience, that he caufed him to be fufficiently whipped for
his Pains, valuing the Intereft of Difcipline much more
than of the Thing. Notwithflanding, we may on the
other Side confider, that fo precife and implicit an Obedi-
ence as this, isonly due to pofitive and limited Commands.
The Employment of an Ambaffador is never fo confined ;
{feveral Things in the Management of Affairs, and in the
variousand unforefeen Occurrences and Accidents that may
fall out in the Management of a Negotiation of this Nature,
being wholly referr’d to the abfolute Sovereignty of their
own Conduét : Neither do they fimply execute only, but
al{o to their own Difcretion and Wifdom form and model
their Mafter's Pleafure; and I have in my Time known
Men of Command, who have been check’d for having ra-
ther obey’d the exprefs Words of the King’s Letters, tha
the Neceflity of the Affairs they had in FHand. Men of
Underftanding do yet to this Day condemn the Cuftom of
the
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the Kings of Perfiz, to give their Lieutenants and Agents
fo little Rein, that upon the leaft arifing Difficulties they
muit evermore have Recourfe to their farther Commands;
this Delay in {o vaft an Extent of Dominion, having of:
ten very much prejudiced their Affairs. And Craffs
writing to a Man, whofe Profeffion it was beft to under-
ftand thofe Things, and pre-acquainting him to what
Ufe this Maft was defigned, did he not Teern to confult
his Advice, and in a Manner invite him to interpofe his
better judgm-‘.nt P

~ T " " T A [ ot } =y 7 Pt 4
(a’-‘{'»’:-",‘.“r,-':':'. peferunique comz & Vox ﬁ.‘:’.f:;;.-'aj beefit .
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I was amaz’'d, 1':a'|::.i.' ‘-—='r':“-:*}1.'=t:!'.-_:, and my Hair
On ¢nd upon my Head did wildly ftare.

Am not fo good a Naturalit as to diz’cern by what fecret
E Springw‘ Fear has it'sMotion in us; but I am wife nough
o know, that it is a ftrong Paflion, and fucha one, that the
Phyficians fay, there 15 no other whatever thutf:rm:-cr de:
thrones our . judgment from it’s proper Seat ; which is fo
true, that I myfelf have feen very many become frantick
through Fear ; and even in thofe of t he belt fettled Tem-
per, itis moft certain, that it begets a terrible Al c1..imcm

it
and Confufion during the Fit. I omit the vu lgar Sort,

3

whom 1t one while "P}\r\,f'h s their (mm. Lnandﬁh 3.51[1
out of their Graves in their Shrow ds, another while Hob-
:."'.*l";:;, Spelires, and Chimera’s, but even ummwi’t %Lilum
{a bort of Men over whom, oF"L thers, it ou fs have
the leaft Pow er) how often has it converted Flocks Lf‘ ‘:nel,p
into armed Squadrons, Reeds and Bull-rufhes into Pikesand
f.aunces, Frlf“‘d~ into Enemies, and the French White into
the Red C rofies of Spain I When Monfieur de Bourbon took

3”.\. Eneid. L z:
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Of Fear. 69

the City of Rome, an Enfign who was upon the Guoard at
the Bourg St. Pierre, was {eized with fuch a Fright upon
the firlt Alarm, that he threw himfelf cut at a Breach with
his Colours upon his Shoulder, ran diretly upen the Ene-
my, thinking he had retreated toward the inward Defences
of the City, and with much ado, feeing Monfieur de¢ Bour-
bor's People, who thought it had been a Sally upon them,
draw up to receive him, at laft came to himfelf, and faw
his Error ; and then facing about, he retreated full Speed
thro> the fame Breach by which he had gone out; but not
til] he had firft blindly advanced above three hundred Paces
into the open Field. It.did not however fall out {o well
with Captain Falius's Enfign at the Time when ¢, Paul
was taken from us by the Count 4 Bures and Monfieor dx
Reu, for he, being {o aftonifhed with Fear, as to throw him-
felf and his Fellows out at a Skyt-Gate, was immediately
cut to Pieces by the Enemy ; and in the {ame Siege it was
2 very memorable Fear, that fo feized, contracted, and
froze up theHeart of a youngGentleman,that he funk down
ftone dead in the Breach, without any Manner of Wound
or Hart at all. The like Madnefs does fometimes pufh on
a whole Multitude ; for in one of the Encounters that Ger-
manicns had with the Germans, two great Parties were {o
amazed with Fear, that they ran two oppofite Ways, the
one and the other to the fame Place, from which either of
them had fled before. Sometimes it adds Wings to the
Heels, as in the two firft, and fometimes nails them to the
Ground, and fetters them from moving ; as we read of the
Emperor Thesphilus, who in a Battle he loft againft the 4za-
rens, was fo aftonifhed and ftupified, that he had no Power
tofly; adeo pavor ctiam auxilia formidat ®, fo much does
Fear dread even the Means of Safety; ‘till fuch Time as
Manucl, one of the principal Commanders of his Army,
having jogoed and fhaked him fo as to roufe him out of his
Trance, faid to him, Sir, if you wvill not followw me, Favifl
#ill you = For it is better you foonid lofe your Life, than, by be-
ing taken, to lofe your Empire. But Fear does then manifelt
it’s utmolt Power and Efte€t, when it throws us upon a va-
liant Defpair, having before deprived us of all Senfeboth of

T P s

* Quint. Cwr't. 1.3,
Daty
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Duty and Honour. In the firft pitched Battle the Romay
loit againft Haunibal, under the Conful Sempronius, a Body
of ten thoufand Foot, that had taken a Fright, feeing ng
other Efcape for their Cowardice, went, and threw them.
felves head-long upon the great Battalion of the Enemies
which alfo with wonderful Force and Fury they charged
through and through, and routed with a very great Slaugh.
ter of the Carthaginians, by that Means purchafing an ig.
nominious Flight at the fame Price they might have dom
a glorious Victory, The Thing in the World T am mof
afraid of is Fear, and with good Reafon, that Paffion 2
lone, in the Trouble of it, exceeding all other Accidents
What Aflicion could be greater or more juft than that of
Pompey’s Followers and Friends, who, in his Ship, were
Speétators of that horrid and inhuman Murther 2~ Yet fo
it was, that the Fear of the Egyptian Veflels they fay
coming to board them, poflefled them with {o great a Fear,
that it is obferved they thought of Nothing, but calling
upon the Mariners to make Hafte, and by Force of Oars to
elcape away, ’til] being arrived at Tyre, and delivered from
the Apprehenfion of farther Danger, they then had Lei.
fure to turn their Thoughts te the Lofs of their Captain,
and to give Vent to thofe Tears and Lamentations that the
other more prevalent Paflion had 't;l] then fufpended.

Tum pavor fapientiam omuen: mik; ex animo expellorat.

My Mind with great and fudden Fear opprefs’d,
Was for the Time of Judgment difpoffefs’d.

Such as have been well banged in fome Skirmifh, may
yet, all wounded and bloody as they are, he brought on
again the next Day to charge: But fuch as have once con-
ceived a good found Fear of the Enemy, will never be made
fo much as to look him in the Face. Such asare in imme-
diate Fear of lofing their Eftates, of Banifhment, or of Sla-
very, live in perpetual Anguifh and lofe all Appetite and
Repofe ; whereas fuch as are actually poor, Slaves, and
Exiles, oft-times live as merrily as Men in a better Condi-
tion: And fo many People, who, impatient of the perpe-
tual Alarms of Fear, have han ged and drowned themfelves,
give us {ufficiently to underftand, that it is more importu-
nate and infupportable than Death itfelf. The Greeks ac-
knowledge another Kind of Fear exceeding any we have

fpoken,
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Of Fudging of our Happinefs. 7X

fpoken of yet, a Paffion that furprifes us without any vi-
fible Caufe, by-an Impulfe from Heaven; {fo that whole
Armies and Nations have been ftruck with it. Such a
one was that, which brought {o wonderful a Defolation
upon Carthage, where nothing was to be heard but Voices
and Outcries of Fear, where the Inhabitants were feen to
fally out of their Houfes as to an Alarm, and there to
charge, wound, and kill one another, as if they had been
Enemies come to furprize their City. All Things were
in ftrange Diforder and Fury, ’till with Prayers and Sa-
crifices they had appeafed ‘their Gods: And this is:that
they call a Panick Terror.

2 e e G BB R
That Men are not to judge of our Happinefs

*till after Deatbh.

Seilicet ultima femper
Expelanda dies homini eff, dicigue beatus,
Ante obitum nemo fupremagque funcra debet ¥,

Men’s laft Days ftill to be expeted are,
E’er we of them our Judgments do declare ;
Nor can’t of any one be rightly {aid,

That he is happy, ’till he firft be dead.

EVery one is acquainted with the Story of King Cra/is
to this Purpofe, who being taken Prifoner by Cyras,
and by him condemned to die, as he was going to Execu-
tion, cried out, O Sokn, Soln! which being prefently re-
ported ta CGyrus, and he fending to enquire of him what
itmeant, Crefus gave him to underftand, that he now found
the Advertifement Solo» had formerly given him true te his
Coft, which was, That Men, however Fortune may fmile
upon them, could never be faid to be happy, 'till they had

* O.‘v;d_ JWff- 1’ 3'
been
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been feen to pafs over the lalt Day of their Lives, by Rea
{an of the Uncertainty and Mutability of human Things,
which upon very light and trivial Occafions are fubjedt
be totally changed into a quite contrary Condition.  Anf
therefore it was, that Jpefilans made anfwer to one thet
was faying, what a happy young Man the King of Pegfi
was, to come {o young: to fo mighty a Kingdom : *Tis s,
((aid he) but neither avas Priam unbappy at his Years. Ini
fhort Time, of Kings of Macedon, Succeflors to that migh
ty Alexander, were made Joiners and Scriveners at Rom,
of a Tyrant of Sicify a Pedant at Corinth, of a Congquer
of one half of the World, and General of {o many Ar-
mies, a miferable Suppliant to the rafcally Officers of 2
King of Zgypt. . Somuch the Prolongation of five or fix
Months of Life coft the great and noble Pompey, andno
Yonger fince than our Fathers Days, Ludsvico Sforza, th
tenth Duke of Milan, towhom all f7ady had fo long truckle
under, was feen to die a wretched Prifoner at Lockes, bl
mot till he had lived ten Years in Capuvity, which was the
M 6.0, Worlt Part of his Fortune., The faireftol
s . Oty Widow to the oreateft King
of Scots. all Jueens, Wi - Rt o

in Europe, did fhe not come to die by the
Hand of an Executioner ? Unworthy and barbarous Cruel-
ty ! and a thoufand more Examples there are of the fame
Kind ; for, it feems, that as Storms and Tempefts havea
Malice to the proud and overtoy ering Heights of our lof:
ty Buiidings, there are alfo Spirits above that are envios
of the Grandeurs here below.

Ulgue adeo res bumanas «wis abdita quedam
Obterit, & paulchros Fafces, JfzvafGue fecures
Proculcare, hac ludibro Jibi habere widetur *.

By which it does appear, .a Power unfeen
Rome’s awful Fafces, and her Axes keen
Spurns under Foot, and plainly does defpife,
Of human Power the vain Formalities.

Avd it fhould feem alfo that Fortune {ometimes lyes in
_wait to {urprize the laft Hour of our Lives, to thew the
Power fhe has in Moment to overthrow what fhe was 1o

—

* I.::ff'c‘:’. L 5.
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many Yearsin building, making us cry out with Lnée,_r:'m,
Nemirum hac die una plus vixi mibi quam wivendum fuit ¥,
1 bawe liv’'d longer by this one Day than 1 ought to have
done. And in this Senfe, this good Advice of So/on may
reafonably be taken; but he being a Philefopher, with
which Sort of Men the Favours and Difgraces of Fortune
ftand for nothing; either to the making a. Man happy or
unhappy, and with whom Grandeurs and Po}vers, Acci-
dents of Quality, are upon the Matter indifferent, I am
apt to think he had fome farther Aim, and that his Mean-
ing was, that the very Felicity of -Life itfelf, which
depends upon theTranquillity and Contentment of a well-
defcended Spirit, and the Refolution and Affurance of a
well-ordered Soul, ought never to be attributed to an
Man, ’till he has firft been feen to play the laft, and doubt«
lefs the hardeft A& of his Part, becaufe there may be Dif-
guife and Diffimulation in all the reff, where thefe fine
Philofophical Difcourfes are only put on ; and where Acci-
dents do not touch us to the Quick, they give us Leifure to
maintain the fame fober Gravity 5 but in this Jaft Scene of
Death, there is no more counterfeiting, we muft {peak
Plain, and muft difcover what there is of pure and clean
in the Bottom.

Nam were woces turm demm prﬁc:‘é ab imo
.Ej;szfmtm', &;-’ f;-;p;mr pf:;,-‘s.w, MAHREE ves j

Then that at laft Truth iffues from the Heart,
The Vizor’s gone, we a& our own tige Part,

Wherefore at thislaft all the other Aions of our Life ought
t be try'd and fifted. *Tis the Magter-day, "tis the Day
that is Judge of all the reft, *7is the Day (faysone of the An-
cients) zhat ought to judge of all my }%f‘fgaiﬂg Years. To
Death do I refer the Effay of-the Fruit of all my Studies.
We fhall then fee whether my Difcourfes came only from
my Mouth, or from my Heart. Ihave {een many by their
Death give a good or an il Repate to their whole Life,
Seipio, the Father-in-law of Pompey the Great, in dying
well wip’d away the 11 Opinion, that ’till then e'very
one -had - conceived of him, Epaminondas being afked

—

* Macrob. ] 2. .. 3.

Veor-q,

I Lucrer, 4. 3.
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which of the three he had in greatelt Efteem, Chabriay
Dbicrates, ox himfelf ; You muft firft fee us die (faid he) be-
fore that Lueftion can be refolved : And in Truth, hewould
infinitely wrong that great Man, who would weigh him
wi*hout the Honour and Grandeur of his End. God Ak
mighty has orderéd all Things as it has beft pleafed him:
But I have in my Tine feen three of the moft execrable
Perfons that eéver I knew 1n -all Manner of ‘abominable

Living, and the moft infamous to boot, who ‘all died 2
very regular Death, and inall Circumftances compofed even
to Perfection. There are brave and fortunate D:.aths I

have feen Death cut the Thread of fm Progrefs of a prodi
ﬂ"rJL*~ Advancement, and in the Height and Flower of it}

Encreafe of a certain Perfon, with {o Q‘fuu ious an End, that
in. my Opinion, his ambitious and generous Defigns had
nothing in them fo Im; n and great as their Intorrvpt on;
and he-arrived, without com; ‘J_.e*_nh his Courfe; at the
Place to which his An wL' *10 1 pretended with greater Glor,
than_ he could himfelf either hope or \‘-.m( nd - antic
pated by his Fall the Name and Power to u-'h;ch he al
pired, Laj perfefting his Career. *In ‘the Judgment |
make of ‘another Nlhru s Life, I always obferve how It
carried himfelf at his Death ; and the principal Concem
I have for my own, is, that I may die handfomly, tha
is, patiently, and without Noife.

C-HCA P XEX,

That to findy Philofophy is to learn to die

Icero {ays, That to fludy P}J.:ii{m_‘f)‘?“‘ is nothing but topre
pare a Manw's felf to die.. The Reafon of 'which 1
becaufe Study and Contemplation do in fome fort withidraw
from us, and «deprive us of our Souls, and employ it fupl
rately from the Body, which is a kind of learning to dig
and aRefemblance of Death, or el{é becaufeall t he Wifdom
and Reafoning in the W 0:1‘.1 does in the End concludean
this Point, to teach us not to fear to die. And to {2 vy the
Truth, either our Reafon does ﬁ:uﬂ} bule u:, or-it D“U]‘
to have no-other Aim but our Contentmient onl ly, nortoei
X deavour
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deavour anyThing, but in Sum to make us live well, and,
as the holy Scripture fays, a¢ our Eafe. ‘All the Opinions
of theWorld agree i’ this, That Pleafure is ourEnd, though
we make ufe of divers Means to attain unto it; they would
otherwife be rejefted at the firft Motion; for who would
give ear to him that thould propefe Afili&ion and Mifery
for his End ? T'he Controverfies and Difputes of the Phile-
fophical Seftsupon this Point are merely verbal, Tranféurra-
wes foleriiffimas nugas *, Let @S fkip over thefe learned and
fubtle Fooleries and Trifles ; there 1s moreé in them of Op-
pofition and Obftinacy than is confiffent with fo facred a
Profeffion : But what Kind of Perfon foever Man takes upon
him to perfonate, he over-mixes his own Partwith it ; and
let the Philofophers all fay what they will, the main Thing
at which we all aim, even in Virtue 1tfelf, is Pleafure. I
pleafées me to rattle in their Ears thisWerd, which they {o
nanfeate to hear ; and if ‘it fignify fomé fupreme Pleafure
and exceffive Delight, it is more due fo'the Affitance of
Virtue than to any other Affiftance whatever. This De-
light, for being more gay, more finewy, more rebuft, and
more manly, is only to be more feriounfly voluptuous, and
we ought to give it the Name of Pleafure; as that which
15 more benign, gentle, and natural; and not that of Vi-
gour, from which we have derived it: The other more
mean and fenfual Part of Pleafure, if it could deferve this
fair Name; it ought to be upon the Actount of Concur-
rence, and not of Privilege; I find it lefs exempt from
JrJL"Jra\-'erf.r::- and Inconveniencies, than Virtue itielf ; and be-
ides that, the Enjoyment is moré momentary, fluid, and
f:rail; it has it’s Watchings; Fafts,” and Labours, even to
Sweat and Blood 3 and moreover, has particular to itfelf fo
many feveral Sorts of fharp and wounding Paflions, and fo
iﬁﬂpid a Satiety attending it, as are equal to the f{evereft
Penance. And we miflake to think that Difficiilties fhould
ferve it fora Spur and a Seafoning to it's Sweetnefs, as in
Nature, one contrayy is quickened by anothér; and to fay
when we come torViitue, that like Confequénces and Dif-
ficulties overwhelm and render it 2ufteve and. inacceflible 3
whereas, much more:aptly: than in Voluptuoufnefs, they
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enable, fharpen and heighten the perfe&t and divine Plea-
{ure they procure us. He renders himfelf unworthy ofit
who will counterpoife his Expence with the Fruit, and
does neither underftand the Blefling, nor how to ufe it.
Thofe who preach to us, that the Queft of it is craggy,
difficult, and painful, but the Fruition pleafant and grateful,
what do they mean by that, but to tell us, that it is always
unpleafing ? The moft Perfeét have been forc’d to content
themfelves to afpire unto it, and to approach it only with:
out ever poffefling it. But they are deceived, and do not
take Notice, that of all the Pleafures we know, the very
Purfuit is pleafant : Thhe Attempt ever relifhesof the Qua-
lity of the Thing to whichit is dire@ed ; foritis a good
Part of, and confubftantial with the Effe&. The Felicity
and Beatitude that glitters in Virtue, fhines throughoutall
her Apartments and Avenues, even to the firft Entry, and
utmoft Pale and Limits. Now of all the Benefts that Vir-
tue confers upon us, the Contempt of Death is one of tiit
greatelt, as the Means thataccommodates human Life with
a foftand eafy Tranquillity, and gives usa pure and pleafant |
Tafte of living, without which, all other Pleafures woult |
be extiné; which is the Reafon why all the Rules ]
which we are to live centre and concur in thisone Articl
And although theyall in like Manner with one Confentét:
deavour to teach us alfo to defpife Grief, Poverty, and ¥
other Accidents to which human Life, by it’s own Natut
and Contftitution, is fubjected, it is not neverthelefs witl
the fame Importunity, as well by Reafon the fore-namel
Accidents are not of fo great Neceflity, the greater Partdl
Mankind paffing over their whole Lives, without €V
knowing what Poverty is; and fome without Sorrow d
Sicknefs, as Xemophilus the Mufician, who lived a hundret
and fix Years in a perfeét and continual Health ; as all
becaufe at the worft, Death can, whenever we plc‘:aﬁ:, cut
fhort, and put an End to all thefe Inconveniencies, b
as to Death, it 1s inevitable.
Onmnes eodem cogimur 5 emnium
Verfata Urna ; ferius, ocyus
Sors exitura, et nos in ternum
Exilium impofitura Cymbe *.

* Hor. /. 2, Ode 3. :
W
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We all are to one Voyage bound ; by Turn,
Sooner or later, all muft to the Urn :

When Charon calls abroad, we muft not ftay,
But to eternal Exile fail away,

And confequently, if it frights us, 'ts a perpetual Toz-
ment, and for which there is no Confolation nor Redrefs.
There is no Way by which we can poflibly avoid it; it com-
mands all Points of the Compafs: We may continually
torn our Heads this Way and that, and pry about as ina
fufpected Country, quce quafi faxum Tantals, Jemper in-
pendet *, but it, like Tantalus's Stone, bhangs over us. Our
Courts of Juftice often fend back condemn’d Criminals to
be executed upon the Place where the Fa&t was committed,
but carry them to all fine Houfes by the Way, and pre-
pare for them the beft Entertainment they can,
non Siculz Dapes
Dusz?ﬂ é’iﬂéﬂ?‘ﬂ[)ﬁﬂf}rﬂp.ﬂ?'iﬂ!:

Non avium cithareque cantus

Somnum reducent §.

the Taftes of {uch as thefe

Choiceft Sicilian Dainties cannot pleafe,

Ner yet of Birds or Harps, the Harmonies

Once charm afleep, or clofe their watchful Eyes.
Do you think they could relifhit ? And thatthe fatal End of
their Journey being continually before their Eyes,would not
alter and deprave their Palate from tafting thefe Regalio’s ?

Audit iter numeratque dies fpatiogue viarum

Metitur witam, torquetur pefle futura ||.

He Time and Space computes, by Length of Ways,

Sums up the Number of his few fad Days ;

And his fad Thoughts, full of his fatal Doom,

Can dream of nothing but the Blow to come.

The End of our Race is Death, tisthe neceflary Obje&t
of eur Aim, which if it frights us, how is it pofiible to ad-
vance a Step, without a Fit of an Ague ? The Remedy the
Valgar ufe, is not to think on’t: But from what bratifh
Stupidity can they derive fo grofs a Blindnefs? They
mutt bridle the Afs by the Tail.

¥ Gicerode finib. . 1. § Hor. 1, 3.0de 1. || Claud,
G 3 C)ore
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? He who the Order of his Steps has laid
To Light, and natural Motion retrograde.

Tis noWonder, if he be often trapp'd in the Pitfall. They
ufe to fright People with the very Mention of Death, and
many crofs themfelves, as if it were the Name of the De-
vil; and becaufe the making a Man’sWill, is in Reference
to dying, not a Man will be per{uaded to take a Penin Hand
to thatPurpole, *tll the Phyfician has pafs’d Sentence upon
him, and totally given him over; and then, betwixt Grief
and Terror, God knows in how fit 2 Condition of Under
ftanding he is todo it. The Romans, by Reafon that this
poor Syllable Deathwas obferved to be fo harfh to the Far
of the People and the Sound fo ominous, had found outa
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Courfe of Things, "tis long fince that thou livedft by extra-
ordinary Favour. Thou haft already out-lived the ordinary
Term of Life, and that it is fo, reckon up thy Acquaintance,
how many more have died before they arrived at thy Age,
than have attained unto it, and of thofe who have ennobled
their Lives by their Renown ; take but an Account, and 1
dare lay a Wager thou wilt find more who have died be-
fore, than after five and thirty Years of Age. Itisfull both
of Reafon and Piety too, to take Example by the Humanity
of Fefis Chriff himfelf, who ended his Life at three and
thirty Years. The greateft Man that ever was, wasno
more than a Man, Alkxander, died alfo at the fame Age.
How many feveral Ways has Death to {furprize us?

Duid quifgue witet, nunguan bomini jatis.
Cautum eff in boras™.

Man fain would thun, but ’tis not in his Power
T* evade the Dangers of each threat'ning Hour.

"To omit Fevers and Pleurifies, who would ever have ima-
gined, that a Duke of Brizany thould be prefled to Death
in a Crowd, as that Duke was at the Entry of Pope Cle-
ment into Lions ?” Have we not feen oneof o IF
our + Kings killed at a Tilting 5 and did i
not one of his I Anceftors die by the Juitle ~.

: : Sy o g S ming againfl
of a Hog ? #/chylus being threatned with n,= = O
the Fall of a Houfe, was to much Purpofe > Tm‘t};:g-;;x_nm y},’
fo circumf{peét to avoid that Danger, when I hé Py fing
he was knock’d o’th* Head by a Tortoife- o R
fhell falling out of anEagle’s Talons in the
Fields. Another was choaked with aGrape-
ftone; an Emperor killed with theScratch
of a Comb, in combing his Head. Zumilius Lepidus, with
a Stuml?le at his own Threfhold ; and Aufidius with a Ju-
ftle againft the Door, as he entered the Council- Chamber,
And betwixt the very Thighs of Women, Cornelius Gallus,
the Pretor 5 Tigillinus, Captain of the Watch at Rome;
Ludovico, Son of Guids de Gonzaga, Marquifs of Mantua s
and (of worfe Example) Speufippus, a Platonick Philofopher,
and one of our Popes. The poor Judge Bibius, whillt he

of France, run-

Lewis the
Gr‘qj}, the 403;)
K ing of Franee,

* Hor. I 2. Ode 13,
G 4 reprieved
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reprieved a Criminal for eight Days only, was himfelf cons
demned to Death, and his own Day of Life was expired:
Whillt Caius Fulius the Phyfician was anointing the Eyes
of a Patient, Death clofed his own ; -and if I may bringin
an Example of my own Blood, a Brother of mine, Cap:
tain 8t. Martin, a young Man of three and twenty Years
old, who had already given {ufficient Teftimony of his Va-
lour, playing a Match at Tennis, received a Blow of a Ball
a little above his right Ear, which, though it was without
any Manner or Signof Wound, or Depretlion of the Skull,
and though he took no great Notice of it, nor fo much s
fat down torepofe himfelf, he neverthele{s died within five
or {ix Houts after of an Apoplexy, occafioned by that Blow,
Which fo frequent and common Examples pafling ever
Day before our Eyes, how is it poffible a Man fhould dif-
engage himfelf from the Thought of Death ; or avoid fan-
cying, that it has us every Moment by the Collar ; What
Matter is it, you will fay, which Way it comes to pafs
provided a Man does not terrify himfelf with the Expe@as
tion? For my Part, 1 am of this Mind, that if a Man
could by any Means avoid it, though by creeping under3
Calf’s 6kin, [ am one that fhould not be afhamed of the
Shift : All I aim at is, to pafs my Time pleafantly, and
without any great Reproach, and the Recreations that
molt contribute to it, I take hold of ; as to the reft, as little
glorious and exemplary as you would defire.

preetulerim—— e fiyus inerfque videri,
i Pl e S 7 : » TN

__f Jum mea ﬁéJc_li.‘c..-‘Ju:.r.'f malia e, fa'.h‘f(’F)f?!.'f}i-'é'j"ﬂfﬂiﬂf,
; y Eo = b

.'.\.J:t-.P_-'F_;'.'?Pr.?'{,! (5 ?.u:l::,l',{

A Fool, or Coward, let me cenfur’d be,

W inlft either Vice does pleafe or cozen me,
Rather than be thought wife, and feel the Smart
Of a perpetual aching anxious Heart,

Bat *tis Folly to think of doing' any thing that Way,

L ey go, they come, they gallop and dance, and not 2

“i-\-'ord of Death. All thisis very fine, but withal, when

1t comes either to themfelves, their Wives, their Children,

or Friends, {

o

urprifing them at unawares, unprepared,
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then what Torment, “what Qutcries, what Madnefs and
Defpair ! Did yeu ever fee any thing fo fubdued, {o
changed and {o confounded? A Man muft j:hereforq make
more early Trial of it; and this brutifh Negligence,
could it poflibly lodge in the Brain of any Man of Senfe,
(which I think utterly impoffible) fells us his Merchandize
too dear. Were it an Eremy that could be avoided, I
would then advife to borrow Arms even of Cowardice it=
felf to that Effeét : But feeing it is not, and that it wi?l
catch you as well flying, and playing the Poltron, as ftand-
ing to it, like a Man of ¥lonour :

Mors & fugacem perfequitur Virum,
Nec parcit imbellis juvente
Poplitibus, timidogue tergo T,
't » 7 4

No Speed of Foot prevents Death of his Prize,
He cats the Hamftrings of the Man that flies ;
Nor fpares the tender Stripling’s Back does ftart
T” out-run the Diftance of his mortal Dart.

And feeing that no Temperof Arms is of Proof to fecure us,
1lle licet ferro, cautus fe condat, &5 zre

i . s
Mors tamen inclufum protrabet inde caput §.

Shell thee with Steel, or Brafs, advis’d by Dread,
Death from the Cafk will pull thy cautious Head.

let us learn bravely to ftand our Ground and fight
him. And to begin to deprive him of the greateft
Advantage he has over us, let us take a Way quite contrary
to the common Courfe. Let us difarm him of hisNovelty
and Strangenefs ; let us converfe and be familiar with him,
and have nothing {o frequent in our Thoughts as Death :
Let us, upon Occafions, reprefent him in all his moft
dreadful Shapes to our Imagination : At the Stumbling of
a Horle, at the Falling of a Tile, at the leaft Prick of a
Pin, let us prefently confider, and fay to ourfelves, Well,
and what if it had been Death it{elf? And thereupon leg
us encourage and fortify ourfelves. Let us evermore, a-
midft our Jollity and Feafting, {et the Remembrance of our
frail Condition before our Eyes, never fuffering ourfelves

T Horo ! 3. Odez. L Propert. |. 3. Eleg. 17y, alias 16.
. to
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to be fo far tranfported with our Deli ght, but that we hay
fome Intervals of Ichu,hng upon, d:.d confidering hos
mmany feveral Ways this Jollity of ours tends to Death, a
with how many J_Jaﬂgms it threatens us, The Egypiim
were wont to do after this 1\'1311;151', who, in the Heigh
of their Feafti ing and Mirth, caufed a dried Skeleton of
Man to be brought into the Room, ‘to ferve for a Momes
to their Gueih.

3 g
Grala ,ﬂ:}*:r‘.=‘¢.'€r.’:.;-';, giie #on [per

g Wi ] .
Think {; on as the Day is paft,
Of hat thou haft liv’d the laft;
The next Da -"; joy fu Light thine Eves fhalt {ee,
As will more welcome be.

5

Where Death waits for us, is uncertain ; let us every

: |

‘-"]"fH: look fo" him. r}.'}n-. Premeditation of Death, i
he Preme F who has learnt to die, &
"E'“i’“nlc -of Evil in Life, forhn

is po Evil : to kno
| Subjeétion and Conftraimt
mm;.Lbu ]~m

I16LU

.Rs}m,. 1o .fmjr
] 118t 1.,q nduf Ll)( 10
any t :é_' t _my own N

; is nothing
4 have more contin --i‘ll'\f Lui(.l tained my fd"’ \,-.“.1.11, than thf
4 113¢1g1';..1rn| s of _._}E‘Lup moit wan

e
Eﬂ 1oe -
..‘_\" "—t ]

€ven in tae gEi\'Gft and o

ton 1ime of

7 cum atas florida wir agere T,
1 . i
Of florid Age in the moft pleafant Spring.

In the Co I’ﬂp‘ll'lv of Ladies, and in the Hei ight of " Mirth,
fome hay e perhaps thought me (11’4 fled with {ome Jealouly,
or mcdltat ing upon the Ll'nce rtainty of fome nnc.c;.ncd
*npe wmlu i was entertaining my 1:’;‘ with the Remem-
brance of fome one {urprized a few Days before with 4
Catallus, Nun. 69.

burning
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burning Fever, of which he died; returning from an En-
tertainment like this, with his Head full of ‘idle Fancies
of Love and Jellity, as mine was then, and that, for pught
I knew, the fame Deftiny was attending me.

Fam fuerit, nec pof unquam revocare licebit *,

But now he had a Being amongft Men,
Now gone, and ne’er to be recall’d agen,

Yet did nbt this Thought wrinkle my Forehead any more
than any other, It is impoffible but we mult fecl a Sting
in {uch Imaginations as thefe at firft ; but with often revol-
ving them in & Man’s Mind, and having them frequent in
our Thoughts, they at laft become fo familiar as to be
no Trouble at all: Otherwife I, for my Part, fhould be
in a perpetual Fright and Frenzy ; for never Man was fo
diltruftful of his Life, never Man fo indifferent of it's Du-
ration. - Neither Health, which I have hitherto ever en-
joy’d yery ftrong and vigorous,and vety {feldom interrupted,
does. prolong, nor Sicknefs contraét my Hopes. Methinks
I efcape every Mlinute, and it eternally runs in my Mind,
that what may be done Too-morrow, may be doneTo-day.
Hazards and Dangers do, in Truth, little or nothing
haften our End, and if we confider how many more
remain, and hang over our Heads, befides the Accident
that immediately threatens us, we fhall find that the Sound
and the Sick, thoie that are abroad atSea, and thofe that
fit by the Fire, thofe that are engaged in Battle, and thofe
thatfit-idle at Home, are the one as near it as the other :
Nemo altero fragilior eff : Nemo in craflinum fui eertior + »
No Man is more frail than another: No more certain of
the Morrow. For any thing I have to do before I die,
the Jongeft Leifure would appear too fhort, were it but an

Hour’s Bufinefs T had to do. A Friend of mine the other
Day, turning over my Table-Book, found in it a Memo-
randum of fomething I would have done after myDeceafe ;
whereup6n'I told him, as it was really true, that though I
was no more than a League’s Diftance only from my own
Houfe, and merry and well, yet when that Thing came

- M 5 a
nto my Head, I made hafte to write it down there, becaufe

* Lucret. 1.3, 1 Semec. Ep. 19, 1
was
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I was net certain to live *till I'came Home. As 2l
that am eternally brooding over my own Thoughts, &
who confine them to my own particular Concerns; [a
upon the Matter at all Hours as well prepared as I ame
like to be, and Death, whenever he {hall come, can briy
nothing along with him I did not expect long  befon
We fhould always (asnear as we can) be booted and fpurm
and ready to go, and above all Things, te take Careattk
Time to have no Bufinefs with any one, but a Man's
Ruid brevi fortes jaculamur awvo
Multa * 2 "

Why cut’ft thou out {uch mighty Work vain Man?

Whofe Life’s thort Date’s compriz’d in one poor Spa
For we fhall there find Work enough to do, without
need of Addition ; one complins more than of Dei
that he is thereby prevented of a glorious Victory; aw
ther that he muft die before he has married his Daughte
or fettled and provided for his Children; a third. fees
only troubled that he muft lofe the Society of his below
Wife ; afourth, the Converfation of his Son, as the pri
cipal Conceéins of his Being.  For my Part, Tam, thab
be to God, at this Inflant, in {uch a Condition, that I s
ready to diflodge, whenever it fhall pleafe him, withe
any Manner of Regret. I difingage myfelf throughot
from all worldly Relations, my Leave is foon taken ofdl
but myfelf.  Never did any one prepare to bid Adieut
the World more abfolutely and purely, and to thake Hanm
with all Manner of Intereit in ity than I expeét to do. T
deadeft Deaths are the beft,

mifery O mifer (aiunt ) omnia ademit

Una dies infefla mibi tot premia vite + 3
Wretch that T am (they cry) one fatal Day
So:many Joys of Life has fnatch’d away.

And the Builder,
——manent (dit il) Gpera interrupta, MmNz que
Mauraorum ingentes, @quataqus macking Cel 1.
Stupendious Piles (fays he) neglected lye,
And Tow’rs, whofe Pinnacles do pierce the Sky.

¥ Ir . e ' 2 7 >ra o i
tdor. 4. 2. Ode 16, + Lucres. ] e ff.f,r:g. Lneid. L4
A Man
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To fiudy. Philofophy is.to learn to die. 85

A Man muft defign nothing that will require {o-much
Time to the finifhing, or at leaft withno fuch paifionate
Defire to fee it brought to Perfedtion. We are born to
Acétion.

Cum moriar, medium folvar & inter opus -

When Death fhall come, he me will doubtlefs find
Doing of fomething that I 'had defign’d.

I would always have a Man to be doing, and as much as
in him lyes, to extend and {pin out the Offices of Life; and
then let Death take me planting Cabbages, but without
any careful Thought of him, and much lefs of my Gar-
den’s not being finifhed. I faw one die, who at his laft
Gafp feem’d to be concerned at nothing fo much, as that
Deftiny was about to cut the Thread of a Chronicle Hi-
ftory ‘he was then compiling, when he was gone no far-
ther than the fifteenth or fixteenth of our Kings,

Illud in bis rebus non addunt, nec tibi earum
Fam defiderium rerum, fuperinfidet una .

They tell us not, that dying we've no more
The {fame Defires and Thoughts that heretofore.

We are to difcharge ourfelves from thefe vulgarand hurt.
ful Humours and Concerns. To this Purpofe it was, that
Men firft appointed the Places of Sepulture, and Dormi-
tories of the Dead, near adjoining to the Churches, and
in the moft frequent Places of theCity, toaccuftom (fays
Lycurgus) ‘the common People, Women, and Children,
that they fhould not be ftartled at the Sight of a dead
Corps; and to the End, that the continual Objets of
Bones, Graves, Monuments, and Funeral Obfequies, fhould
put us in Mind of our frail Condition.
Quinetiam exhilorare viris convivia cede
Mos olim, €5 mifcere epulis [peitacula dira
Certatum ferro, fepe &5 fuper ipfa cm:’gm;m
Pocula, refperfis non parco janguine menfss I
*Twas therefore that the Ancients at their Feafts
With tragick Objeéts us'd to treat their Guells,

* Owid, Awor. bib. 2, E{'gg. 10. '1‘ Lucret. l 3o
L Silus Italicus, I w1,
e 4

Making




B e Y
J

Montaione’s Effays;

Making their Fencers with their utmoft Spite;

Skill, Force, and Fary, in their Prefence fight,
“Till Streams of Blood of thofe at laft muft fafl,
Dafh’d o'er their Tables, Difhes, Cups, and all.

AndastheEgyptians after their Feafls were wont to prefe

the Company with a great Image of Deazh, by one thi

cried out to them, Driuk and be merry, for fuch fbalt thuh

when thou art dead; fo it is my Cuftom to have Death m

only in my Imagination, but.continually in my Mouth;

neitheris there any Thing of which{ am fo inquifitive,ant

delight to inform my{elf, as.the Manner-of Men's Deatl
their Words, Looks, and Geftares; nor any Places in Hi

ftory I am {o intent upon ; and it is manifelt enough, by
my crowding in Examples of this Kind; that I haveapn

ticular Fancy for that Subje&. 1f I werea Writer of Booky

I would compile a Regifter, with the Comment of the var
ous Deaths of Men, and it could not but be tfeful, forwis
fhould teach Men to die; would at the fame Time teid
them to live.  Dicearchys thade one,  to whicl he oai
thatTitle ; but it was defigned for another; and-lefs profit-
ble End. - Peradventure fome one may. objet, and fay
that the Pain and Terrorof Dying indeed does {o infinitelf
exceed all Manner of Imagination,that the beft Fencer wil
be quite out of his Play when it comes to the Pafh : But
let them fay what they will,” to premeditate is doubtlefsa
very great Advantage ; and befides, is it nothing to comefo
far, at leaft, without any vifible Difturbance or Alteration!
But moreover, Nature herfelf does affitt and encourage us.
If the Death be fudden and violent, we have not Leifureto
fear; if otherwife, I find, that as I engage farther in My
Difeafe, I naturally enter into a certain Loathing and Dif:
dain of Life. I find I have much more ado to digeft this
Refolution of Dying when I am well in Health, thanwhen
fick, languifhing of a Fever ; and by how much I have lefs
to do with the Commodities of Life; by Reafon I even be:
gin to lofe the Ufe and Pleafure of them, by fo much
Jook upon Death ‘with lefs ‘Terror and Amazement ; which
makes.me hope, -that the. farther I remove from the firlly
and the nearer T apprcnc‘ to the latter, I fhall fooner
ftrike a Bargain, and with 165U nvillingnefs exchange the
one for the other. And, as I have -xperimented in othet
Ogcurrences/
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Occurrences, that, as Cefar fays, Things often appear
greater to us at a Diftance than near at Hand, I have
found, that being well, I have had Difeafes in much
greater Horror than when really afflifted with them. The
Vigour wherein I now am, and the Jollity and - Delight
wherein I now live, make the contrary Eftate appear in
fo great a Difproportion to my prefent Condition, that by
Imagination I magnify and make thofe Inconveniencies
twice greater than they are, and apprehend them to be

g

G0 fludy Philofophy is to learn 1o «

much more troublefom than I find them really to be, when'

they lye the moft heavy upon me, and I hope to find Death
the fame. Let us but obfetve in the ordinary Changes
and Declinations our Conftitutions daily fuffer ; how Na-
ture deprives us of all Sight and Senfe of our bodily De=
cay. What remaiis to an old Man of the Vigour of his
Youth and betwer Days ?

Heu [enibus witew porti quanta manet * 2

Alas! To Men of youthful Heat bereft,
How Tmall a Pertion of Life is left ?

Cazfar, to an old Weather-beaten Seldier of -his Gaards,
who :came to afk him Leave that he might kill himfelf,
taking Notice of his wither’d Body and decrepid Motion,
pleafantly anfwered, Thou fanciefl then that thou art yet a-
ke, Should a Man fall into the Aches and Impotencies of
Age, from a fprightly and vigorous Youth on the Sudden, I
do not think Humanity capable of enduring fucha Change :
But Nature leading us by the Hand, an eafy, and as it were
aninfenfible Pace, Step by Step, condudls us to that mifera-
ble Condition, and by that Means makes it familiar to s,
fo that we perceive not, ner are fenfible of the Stroke then,
when our Youth dies in us, theugh it be really a harder
Death, than the final Diffolution of a languifhing Body,
which"is only the Death of old Age, . forafmuch as the
Fall is not o great from an uneafly Being to none at all,
as 1t 1s from a fpritely and florid Being to one that is un-
weildy and painfal. “The Body, when bowed beyond it’s
natural Spring of Strenigth, hus lefs Force either to rife
with, ‘or fupport a Burthen; and it is with the'Soul the
fame, and therefore it is that we are to raife her up firm

T

i = T G g =
Corn. Gall, vel Potius ﬂ.-a.x;m;an _t-,itig. - 8
and
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and erect againft the Power of this Adverfary : For, a
1s impoffible the fhould ever be at Reft, or at Peace with
in herfelf, whilft the ftands in Fear of jt 3 {o if fhe ong
can affure herfelf, the may boaft (which is a Thing a5y
were above human Condition) that it is impoffible thi
Difquiet, Anxiety, or Fear, or any other Difturbang
{hould inhabit, or have any Place in her,

Non wultus inflantis tyrannt

Mente quatit Jfolida : neque Aufler

Dux inguieti turbidus Adr iz,

Nec fulminantis magna Fovis manus *.

A Soul well fettled is not to be thook

With an incenfed Tyrant’s threatning Look ;

Nor can loud Aufler once that Heart di(may,

The ruffling Prince of ftormy Adria ;

Nor yet th’uplifted Hand of mighty Fowve,

Though charg’d with Thunder, {uch a Temper move,
She is then become Sovereign of all her Lufts and Paflion
Miftrefs of Neceflity, Shame, P wverty, and all the othe
Injuries of Fortune. Let us therefore, as many of wsa
can, get this Advantage, which is the true and {overeig
Liberty here on Earth, and that fortifies us wherewith!
1o defy Violence and Injuftice, and to contemn Prifos
and Chains.

e i1t Manicis &5
Compedibus, fezvo te Sub caflode teneks.
dpfe Deus, Semul atque wolam, wie folvet, gpinor
Hoc fentit, moriar : Movs altima linea rerum e +.
With rugged Chains 1’11 load thy Hands and Feet,
- And to a furly Keeper thee commit.
{ « Why let him thow his worlt of Cruelty,

God will, I think, for alking, fer me free ;

Ay, but he thinks I’ll die ; that Comfort brings,

For Death’s the utmoft Line of human Things.

The Contempt of Our very Religion itfelf has no fure :
: I v [ r L -

human Foundation than the Contempt of
Death,  Not only the Argument of Res-
fon invites us to'it; for why fhould we feat
to lofe a Thing, which being loft, e

* Horat. 1.3.'Ode 5.+ Bbid. . 1. Epif. 16.
never

Death, a cer-
tain Foundation
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tever be miffed or lamented ; but alfo feeing that we are
threatned by fo many Sorts of Deaths, is it not infinitely
worle eternally to fear them all, than once to undergo one
of them? And what matter is it when it fhall happen,
fince it is once inevitable ! To him that told Socrates, The
'ﬂu'r{y Tyrants hath_fentenced thee to Death 3 and Nature them,
faid he, What a ridiculous Thing it isto trouble and
affliét ourfelves about taking the only Step that is to deli»
ver us from all Mifery-and Trouble? Asour Birth brought
us the Birth of all Things, fo, in our Death, is the Dea th
of all Things included. ~And therefore to lament and take
on that we fhall not' be alive a hundred Years hence, is
the fame Folly as to be forry we were not alive a hundred
Years ago. Death s the Beginning of another Life. Sa
did we weep, and fo much it coft us to enter into this, and
fo did-we put off our former Veil in entring into it, No-
thing can be grievous that is but once, and is it reafona-
ble"i long to fear a Thing, that will {o foon bedifpatch’d ?
Long Life and fhort are by Death made all one; for
there is no long nor fhort to Things that are no moreg
drifiotle_tells us, that there are certain Litle Beafts upon
the Banks of the River Hypanis, that never live above a
Day:: They which die at eight of the Clock in the Morn«
ing, die in their Youth, and thofe that die at five in the

vening, in their extremeft Age: Which of us would
not laugh to fee this Moment of Continuance put into the
Confideration of Weal or Woe? The moft, and the feaft
of ours, in Comparifon of Eternity, “or yet to the Dura-
uon:of Mountamns, Rivers, Stars, Trees; and even of
fome Animals, is no lefs ridicalous.  But Nature compels
USto ity Go out of this World, fays fbe; as you entered inty
i3 the fame Pafs you made from Death to Life, awithout
Pafion. op Fear, the jame, after the fame Manner, repeat
Jrom Life 1o Death. “Your Death is a Part of the Order
of the Univerfe, *tis a Part of the Life of the World.

w—— Inter [¢ mortales mutua Divunt,
£t quafi curfores vite lampada tradunt *,

* Lucret, 1 3.
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Mortals among themfielves by Turns do live,
And Life’s bright Torch to the next Runner give *,
*Tis the Condition of your Creation; Death is a Pat
of you, and whilft you endeavour to evade it, you avo
yourfelves, 'This very Being of yours, that you nowe
i joy, is equally divided betwixt Life and Death, Tk
Day of your Birth is one Day’s Advance towards t
Grave.
Prima, quee witam dedit, bora carpfitt.
The Hour that gave of Life the Benefit,
Did alfo a whele Hour fhorten it.
Nafcentes morimur, finifque ab origine pendet §.
As we are born, we die, and our Life’s End
Upon our Life’s Beginning does depend.
All the whole Time you live, you purloin from Life,
tive at the Expence of Life itfelf; the perpetual Worki
our whole Life is but to lay the Foundation of Death; ®
are i Death whilft you live, becaufe you fill are aft
Death, when you are no more alive. Or if you had#
j ¢her have itfo, you aredead after Life, but dying all
' while you live ; and Death handles the Dying more rudi
than ‘the Dead: If yon have made your Profit of Li}
you have had enough of it, go your Way fatisfied.
Cur non uf plenus vite conviva recedis ||. T
Why fhould’t thou not go, likea full gorg’d Guelly
Sated with Life, as he is with a Feaft?
if you have not known how to make the beft Ufeofi
and if it was unprofitable to you, what need you caret
lofe it ; to what End would you defire longer to keepit

[ DR e T S
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cur amplins addere quzris (omne ) Eq
Rurfum quod pereat male & ingratum occidat § 2 be,
And why renew thy Time, to what Intent, Tt
Live o’eragain a Life that was ill fpent? fra
n

Life in itfelf is neither good nor evil, it is the Scened W
good or evil, as you make it; and if you have livedis.
——

! ¥ Alluding to the Athenian Games, wherein thofe thatt
a Race carried Torches in their Hands ; and the Race being it =~
delizvsred them into the Hands of thofe that avere to runmexty ==
-+ Semec. Her, fur, chor, 3. T Manil, AR 4 2 04
EpLierer, . 3. §tbid, g8 K
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Day you have feen all; one Day is equal and like to all
other Days; there is no other Light, no other Shade, this
alal  very Sun, this Moon; thefe very Stars, this very Order,
avifs and Revolution of Things is the fame your Anceftors en-
werl joyed, and that fhall alfo entertain your Pofterity.

Tk Non alium widere patres, aliumue nepates
ds th Afpicient *. :

Your Grandfires faw no other Things of old,

g Nor fhall yout Nephews other Things behold.

And come the worft that can come, the Diftribution and
Variety of all the A&s of my Comedy is performed in a
Year. If you have obferved the Revolution of the four
Seafons, they comprehend the Infancy, Youth, Virility,
and old Age of the Woorld, The Year has play’d his Part,
gl and knows no other Way, ‘has no new Farce but muft be-
%k J 8" and repeat the fame again ; it will always be the

: fame Thing, - - ,
;’a}::' Verfamur ibidem, atque infiimus aufgue +.
s Where ftill we plot, and ftill contrive: in-vain ;
all ik Por'in the fame State fill we do remains
rud] Atgae in fe fua per wvefigia wolvitur Annus .

E H g t 5 L] - -

I " By 1t's own Foot-fteps led, the Year dgth bring
Both Ends together in an annual Ring,

Time is not refolved to create you any new Recreations.

sef Nam tibi preterea quod machiner, inveniamgue
: - Quod ‘place? nikil o5 eadem funt omnia femper ||.
rof More Pleafures than are made Time will not frame,

:af:‘i:“ For to all T'imes all Things {hall be the fame.
Gt Give Place to others, as others have given Place to you,
Eq_ual_l_ty 15 the Soul of Equity. Who can complain of

Ing comprehended in the fame Deitiny- wherein all
Ings are involved ? Befides, live as long as you can, you
i3l by that nothing thorten the Space you areto lye dead
senedl 10 the Grave 5 *tis a1l to no Purpofe ;. you fhall be every

iveddf. " 110 3s long: in“the Condition you fo much fear, adif
— Jowhag digd at Nurfe: :

E’“j;': o licet quot vis wivends Dincere Jecla,
{fxfl , ¥ Mar; arernatamen, mibt lominar-ity mowebir §.

o e S Lucrer. el Wani) %t Lucrer. /. 3. *% Viro. Gébro. 1 2.
o R ; . Wl Eke #r 5+ S is g+ {-n'g-
i D‘Fﬁ bucret, |, 3. § Lid, H2 And
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And live as many Ages as you will, .
Death ne’erthelefs fhall be eternal fill.
And yet T will place you in fuch a Condition as youls
have no Reafon to be difpleafed ;
In wera nefeis nullum fore morte alium te
Qui poffit vivas tibi te lugere peremptun:.
Stanfque jacentem *.
When dead, a living Self thou canft not have,
Or to lament, or trample on thy Grave.
Nor fhall you fo much as with for the Life you are ot
cerned about,
Nec fibi enim quifguam tum fe witamque requiril,
Nec defiderium noflyi nos afficit ullum+t.
Life, norourfelves we with in that Eftate,
Nor Thoughts of what we were at firft creat
Death were lefs to be feared than Nothing, if#
could be any Thing lefs than Nething.
— multo mortem minus ad nos ¢ffe putandum,
Si minus effe poteft quam quod nibil effe videmuil,
If lefs-than Nothing any Thing can fhow,
Death then would both appear, and would be fo
Neither can it any Way concern you, whether youa®
ing or dead ; Living, by Reafon that youare ftill in B2
Dead becaufe you are no more. Moreover, no 00¢
before his Hour; and the Time you leave behind #
more yours, than that was lapfed and gone before yoi®
into the World 3 nor does it any more concern you.
Refpice enim quam nil ad nos antealia vetufiai
Temporis ceterni fuerit |.
Look back, and tho’ Times paft eternal weré, |
In thofe before us, yet we had no Share,
Wherever your Life ends, it isall there ; neither®
the Utility of Living confift in the Length of Da!
in the well hufbanding and improving ot Time, and
as one may have been, who has longer continued ¥
World, than the ordinary Age of Man; that has

R
* Lucrets 1, 30+ Bidem. 1. Toidem, | Hide,
3 . L
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lived but a little while. Make Ufe of Time while it is
prefent with you. - It depends upon -your Will, and not
upon the Number of Days, to have a {ufficient Length of . *
Life. - Is it poflible you can ever imagine to arrive at the

Ul Place towards which you are continually going ? and yet
there is no Journey but hath it’s End: - But if Company
will make it more pleafant, or more eafy to you, does not
all the World go the felf fame Way ?

. omnia te vita perfunila fequentur™.

e, When thou art dead, let this thy Comfort be,

" "That all the World, by turn, muft follow thee.

efo  Does not all the World dance the fame Brawl that you do ?

Is there any Thing that does not grow old as well as you?

f A thoufand Men, a thoufand Animals, and a thoufand
other Creatures die at the fame Moment that you expire.

Nam nox nulla diem, neque nollem aurora fecuta eff,
ate. Quez non_audierit miflos wagitibus wgris
if t Ploratys, mortis comites, & funeris atri +. :
No Night fucceeds the:Day, nor Morning’s Light
Rifes, to chafe the fullen Shades of Night;
it Wherein there is not heard the difmal Groans
Of dying Men mix’d with the woful Moans
k> Of living Friends, as alfo with the Cries
' a;l‘ And Dirges fitting Fun’ral Ob{equies,
': gt Towhat End fhould you endeavour to avoid, unlefs there
ok Were a Poffibility to evade it ? You have feen Examples
dyi cnough of thofe who have received fo great a Benefit by
ot Dying, as thereby to be manifeftly delivered from infallible .
~ Miferies; but have you talked with any of thofe who feared
a Difadvantage by it? It muft therefore needs be very
foolifh to condemn a Thing you neither experimented in
your own Perfon, nor by that of any other. Why (fays
26 & Natyre) doft thou complain of me and Deftiny ! Do we
- do thet.: any Wrong ? Is it for thee to govern us, or for
theté. US to difpofe of thee ? Though peradventure thy Age may
Jayst Dot be accomplifhed, yet thy Life is. A Man of low
andlt Stature is as much a Man as a Giant; neither Men nor
ed i1’ Ehcu- Lives are meafured by the Ell. Chiron refufed to be
t it Immortal, when he was acquainted with the Conditiotis

il X * Lﬂffﬂ‘o Jr 3- -i- Ibfd' 1'2' i :
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under which he was to enjoy it, by the God of Tise}
{elf, and it's Duration, his Father Safwr2. Do but feriom
confider how much more infupportable an immortal a
painful Life would be to Man than what T have alrealy
defigned him. If you had not Death to eafe you of yu
Pains and Cares, you would eternally cur{e me for haviy
deprived you of the Benefit of Dying. I have, tistn
mixt a little Bitternefs to it, to the End, that feeinpd
what Conveniency and Ufe it is, you might not i
greedily and indifcreetly feek and embrace it: And
you might be o eftablithed in this Moderatien, as neitl
to naufeate Life, nor have any Antipathy for dying, whidi
have decreed you fhall once do, I have tempered the o
and the other betwixt Pleafure and Pain; and *twas L
firft taught T2als, the moft eminent of all your. Sag
thit to live and to die were indifferent ;- which madeks
very widely anfwer him who afked him, Why then didk
not die ! Becaufe (fays he) i is indifferent.  The Flemt
of Water, -Earth, Fire, and Air, and the other Parts¢
this Création of thine, are no more the Inftrumentt
thy Life than they are of thy Death. Why doft ths
fear thy lait Day, it contributes no more to thy Diffolut
than every one of the reft? The laft Step is not the Ci
of Laffitude, it does but confefs it. Every Day traf
towards Death, the laft only arrives atit. Thefe areth
good Leflons our Mother Nature teaches., - | have ofie’
confidered with myfelf whence it fhould proceed, thatl
War, the Image of Death, whether we look upon jt &k
our own particular Danger, or that of another, fhos
without Comparifon appear lefs dreadful than at Home,!
our own Houfes, (for if it were not fo, it would be #
Army of whining Milk-fops) and that being ftill iné
Places the {ame, there fhould be notwithftanding mu
more Aflurance in Peafants and the meaner Sort of Peop
than others of better Quality and Education ; and 1
verily believe, that it is thofe terrible Ceremonies and it
parations wherewith we fet it out, that more tersify &
than the Thing itfelf; a new quite contrary Way ¢
Living, the Cries.of Mothers, Wives, and Children, t
Vifits of aftonifhed and afflicted Friends, the Attendanct?
pale and blubbered Servants, a dark Room fet round wid
burning Tapers, our Beds environed with Phyficians &

; A : Divingti
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. Divines; in fine, nothing but Ghoftlinefs and Horror
melk " ound about us, render it fo formidable, that a Man almeft
o8 ‘fancies himfelf dead and buried already. Children are
Bt afraid even of thofe they love beft, and are beft acquainted
tireal with, when difguifed in a Vizor, and fo are we; the
b Vizor muft be removed as well from Things as Perfons ;
BV which being taken away, we fhall find nothing underneath
b but the very fame Death that a mean Servant, or a poor
MG Chamber-maid died a Day or two ago, without any man-
e ner of Apprehenfion or Concern. Happy therefore is the
nd Death that deprives us of the Leifure to prepare Things
neile requifite for this unneceffary Pomp, a Pomp that only ren-
vhid ders that more terrible, which ought not to be feared, and
tsh;if that no Man upon Earth can poflibly avoid.

S ]

df:ﬂ_llgi:I

t didk

emer

L ﬂ :

nl CHAP XX

%]ﬁ , Of the Force of Imagination.

:{hcf_ FOHE: Imaginatio generat cafum, A [firong Ina- A

‘?“‘E gination begets Accident, {fay the School- S ;T,w .
Eﬂ.‘-f. . men. Iam one of thofe who are moft {fenfible i
thi of the Power of Imagination: Every one is juftled, but
itt:.:ﬁ fome are overthrown by it. It has avery great Impreflion

ol upon me ; and I make it my Bufinefs to avoid wanting
0 Force to refift it. I could live by the fole Help of health-
";m:- ful and jolly Company. The very Sight of another’s Pain
¢ does materially work upon me, and I naturally ufurp the

lﬁ Senfe of a thixd Perfon to fhare with him in his Torment.
Soank A perpetual Cough in another tickles my Lungs and
-de“ﬂ hroat, I more unwillingly vifit the Sick Ilove, and am
i by Duty interefted to look after, than thofe I care not for,
»1'1‘ o 2nd from whom I have no Expe@ation. I take Poffeflion
W8 of the Difeafe I am concerned at, and lay it too much to

f:yﬂg'- Heart, and do not a¢ all wonder that Fancy fhould diftri-
L bute Fevers, and fometimes kill fuch as allow too much

el e s :

o il Scope, and are too willing to entertain it. Simon Thomas
dwi Wa : 5 .

s il s 3 great Phyfician of his Time: Iremember, that hap-

H 4 pening

pineti




i e A

96 MonTAIGNE’s Effays,

1Ff:ning one Day at Thoulouze, to meet him at arich of
fellow’s Houfe, who was troubled with bad Lung
and difcourfing with his Patient about the Method of ki
Cure, he told him, that one Thing which would be vey
conducing to it, was, to give me fuch Occafion, to
pleafed with hisCompany, that I might come often to
him, by which Means, and by fixing his Eyes upon tk
Frefhnels of my Complexion, and his Imagination up
the Sprightlinefs and Vigour that glowed in my Youth,ani
poflefling all his Senfes with the flourithing Age whereh
1 then was, his Habit of Body might, peradventure, it
amended, but he forgot to {ay, that mine at the fame Timt
might be made worfe. Gallus Vibus o long cudgelled b
Brains to find out the Effence and Motions of Folly, "tillly
Inquifition, in the End, he went direétly out of his Wis
and to fuch a Degree, that he could never after recover i
Judgment ; and he might brag, that he was become 2 Foj
by too much Wifdom. Some there are, who through Fez,
prevent the Hangman; like him, whofe Eyes being ut
bound, to have his Pardon read to him, was found ftark
dead upon the Scaffold, by the Stroke of Imagination
We ftart, tremble, turn pale, and bluf
as we are varioufly moved by Imagin
tion ; and being a-bed, feel our Bodiy
agitated with it’s Power, to that Degres
as even fometimes to expire.  And boiling Youth wher
faft afleep, grows fo warm with Fancy, asin a Dreamt
fatisfy amorous Defires,

Dmagination oe-
cafisns Difeafes
and Death,

Ut quafi tranfactis feepe omnibus rebus, profundant
Fluminis ingentes fluctus veflemgue cruentent *,

Who ﬂ_ncies gulling Lies, hisenflam’d Mind
Lays his Love’s Tribute there, where not defign'd,

Although itbe nonewThing to feeForns grown in a Night
on-the Forehead ‘of one that had none' when he went 1
Bed ; notwithftanding what befel Cypras, a noble Romay,
is very memorable ; who having one Day been a very de
lighted Spe&tator of a Bull-baiting, and having all the Night
dreamt that he had Horns on his Head, did, by the Force of

il

* Lucret, 1, 4.
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h ool Imagination, really caufe them to grow there. Paflion
g made the Son of Crafis to fpeak who was born dumb, by
of hi that Means fupplying him with fo neceflary a Facalty,
& ven which Natuare had denied him. And Antiochus fell into a
to ke Fever, inflam’d with the Beauty of Stratoniffa, too deeply
to fi imprinted in his Soul. Pliny pretends to have feen Lucius
m the Croffitius, who from a Woman was turned into a Man
upor upon her very Wedding-Day. Pontanus and others report
h,an" the like Metamorphofes that in thefe later Days have hap-
retel pened in Faly, and through the vehement Defire of him
ek and his Mother.
Tine Vota puer folvit, que femina voverat Iphis ®.
Eﬁtﬁ Iphis, a Boy, the Vow defray’d ;
.Wiﬂf That he had promis’d when a Maid. '
er hi Myfelf pafling by Zitryle Francois,a Town in Champagne,
1 Fod faw a Man, the Bifhop of Soiffens had in Confirmation,
Fea, calld German, whom all the Inhabitants of the Place had-
g known tobe a Girl ’till two and twenty Years of Age, call’d
flark Mary. He was at the Time of my being there very full of
ation, Beard, old and not married, who told us, that by ftrain-
bluf, ing himfelf in a Leap, his Male Inftruments came out;
\gin and the Maidsofthat Place have toithis Day aSong, where-
Jodit in they advife one another not to take too great Strides,
aqrth for fear of being turned into Men, as Mary German was.
whet It is no Wender if this Sort of Accident frequently happen ;
ami for if Imagination have any Power in {uch Things, it is fo

continually and vigoroufly bent upon this Subject, thatto
the End it may not {o often relapfe into the fame Thought
and Violence of Defire, it were better once for all to give

thefe young Wenches the Things they long for. Some

fick not to attribute the Scars of King Dagobert and St.
od, Francis, to the Force of Imagination ; and itis faid, that

by it Bodies will fometimes te removed from their Places ;
Night and Celfus tells us of a Prieft whofe Soul would be ravithed
nt to into {fuch an Ecfiafy, that the Body would, for a long Time,
sy remain without Senfe or Refpiration. St. dugafiine makes
y.de Mention of another, who, upon the hearing of any lament-
Jigh; able ordoleful Cries,would prefently fall into a Swoon, and
ceo
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be fo far out'of himfelf, that it wasin vain to-call, hollog
in his Ears, pinch, or burn him; ’till he voluntarily came
to himfelf ; and then he would fay, that he had heard Voics
as it ‘were afar off, and did feel when they pinch’d an
burn’d him : And to prove that this was no obitinate Difi
mulation in Defiance of his Senfe of Feeling, it was:mani:
feft, that all the while he had neither Pulfe nor Breathing,
*T'is very probable, that Vifions, Enchantments, that allex.
traordinary Effe@ts of that Nature, derive their Credit prin
cipally from the Power of Imagination, working and mak
ing it’s chiefeft Impreflion upon vulgar and more eafy Souls
whofe Belief s {o firangely impofed upon, as to think they
{ee what they do not. I am not fatisfied, and make avery
great Queftion, . whether thofe pleafant Ligatures with
which this Age of outs is {o fetter'd, and there isalmoftno
other Talk; are not mere voluntary Impreflions of Appre.
benfion and Fear; for I know by Experience, in the Calt
of a particular Friend of mine, one for whom I can be &
refponfible as for myfelf, and a Man that cannot poffibly fal
under any Manner of Sufpicion of Infufficiency, anda
little of beirg enchanted, who having heard a Companion
of his make a Relation of unufual Frigidity that furprizd
him ata very unfeafonable Time, being afterwards himfelf
engag’d upon the fame Account; the Horror of the former
Story on a fudden fo firangely pofiefs'd his Imagination that
he ran the fame Fortune the other had done ; and from that
Time forward (the fcurvy Remembrance of his Difafter
running in his Mind, and tyrannizing over him) was ex
tremely {ubjett to relapfe into the fame Misfortune. He
found fome Remedy, however, for this Inconvenience, by
himfelf frankly confefling, and declaring before-hand to the
Party with whom he was to have to do, the Subjeétion he
lay under, and the Infirmity he was fubje to, by which
Means the Contention of his Soul was in fome {ort appeas'd;
and knowing that now fome fuch Mifbehaviour was ex-
petied from him, the Reftraint upon thofe Faculties grew
Yefs, and he lefsfuffer’d by it, and afterwards, at fuch Times
2s he could be in no fuch Apprehenfion, asnot being about
2ny fuch A& (his Thoughts being then difengag’d and free,
and his Body being in it’s true and natural Eftate) by caufing
thofe Parts to be handled and communicated to the Know:

Yedge of others, he was at lafttotally freed from that vexa-
1 tious
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tious Infirmity.  After a Man has once done a2 Woman
right, he is never after in Danger of mifbehaving him{elf
with that Perfon, unlefs upon the Account of a manifeft and
inéxcufable Weaknefs. Neither is this Difafterto be fear’d,
but in Adventures’vere the Soul is over-extended with De-
fire or Refpeét, and efpecially where we meet with an un-
expected Opportunity that requires a fudden and quick Dif~
patch ; and in thofe Cafes, there is no poflible Means for a
Man always to defend himfelf from fuch a Surprize as thall
put him damnably out of Countenance. And yet I have
known fome, who have fecured themfelves from this Mif-
chance by coming half fated ellewhere, purpofely to abate
the Ardour of their Fury ; and others, who by being grown
old,find themfelves lefs impotent by being lefsable; and par-
ticularly one, who found an Advantage by being aﬂ'urej’ by
a Friend of his, that had a Countercharm againft certain
Enchantments that would defend him from this Difgrace.
The Story itfelf is not much amifs, and therefore you fhall
have it. ‘A Count of a very great Family, and with whom
I had the Honour to be very familiarly intimate, being mar-
ried to a very fair Lady, who had formerly been pretend-
ed to,and importunately courted by one who was invited to
and prefent at the Wedding : All his Friends were in
very great Fear, but efpecially an old Lady his Kinfwoman,
who had the ordering of the Solemnity, and in whofe
Houfe itwas kept, fufpecting his Rival would, in Revenge,
offer foul Play, and procure fome of thefe kind of Sorceries
to put a2 Trick upon him ; which Fear fhe alfo communi-
cated to me, who, to comfort her, bad her not trouble
herfelf, but rely upon my Care to prevent or fruftrate any
fuch Defigns. Now I had by Chance about me a certain
ﬁs_Lt Plate of Gold, whereon were graven fomé Ceeleftial
Figures, good to prevent Frenzy occafioned by the Heat of
the Sun, or for any Pains of the Head, being applied to the
Sutwre; where, that it might the better remain firm, it
was fowed to a Ribbon, to be ty’d under the Chin. A Fop-
pery Coufin-German to this of which I am fpeaking, was
by Fagues Pelitier, who lived in my Houfe, prefented tg
me for a fingular Rarity, and a Thing of fovereign Vir-
tue.' I had a Fancy to make fome Ufe of this Knack, and
therefore privately told the Count, that he might poffibly
run the fame Fortune other Bridegrooms had fometimes
dene;
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done ; efpecially fome Perfons ‘being in the Houfe, whe
no doubt would be glad to do him fuch a Courtefy,, but
let him boldly go to Bed, for I-woulddo him the Office of
a Friend, and if Need were, would not {pare a Miracle
that it was in my Power to do, provided he would engage
te me, upon his Honour, to-keep it to himfelf, and only,
when they came to bring him his Caudle, if Matters had
g not gone well with him, to give me
';f?f{? e '}” F};’\;’l;&_ fuchga Sign, and leave the reft to me,
S e A% NG hie- B his Fars £ batter’d, and
e Gavgls on his Mind fo prepoflefs'd with the eter-
ioe Niddle of the S 1 Ginoke-thi hen
Nivht, on bis Wed- nal Tattle C:.f this }.3“ inefs, that whe
dinw-Nioke he came to't he did really find him-
e felf tired with the Trouble of his I
magination,and accordingly at the Time appointed gave me
the Sign : Whereupon I whifper’d him in the Ear, Thathe
fhould rife under Pretence of putting us out of the Room,

_ and after a jefling Manner pull my Night-gown from my

Shoulders, throw it over his own, and there keep it ‘il
he had performed what I had appointed him to do, which
was, that when we were all gone out of the Chamber he
fhould withdraw to make Water, fhould three T'imes repeat
fuch and {uch Words, and as oftendo fuch and fuch Ac-
tions : Thhat at every of the three Times he fhould tie the
Ribband I put into his Hand about hisMiddle, and be fure
to place the Medal that was faftned to it (the Figuresinfuch
a Polture) exactly upon his Reins, which being done, and
having the laft of the three Times fo well girt and faft tied
the Ribband that it could neither untie nor {lip from it's
Place, let him confidently return to his Bufinefs, and withal
not to forget to {pread my Gown upon the Bed, fo that it
might be fure to cover them both. Thefe ridiculous Cir-
cumitances are the main of the Effe@, our Fancy being fo
far feduced, a5 to believe, that fo ftrange and uncouth For-
malities muft of Necefiity proceed from fome abftrufe Sci-
ence. ‘There Inanity gives them Reverence and Weight.
However, certain it is, that my Figures approved them-
felves more Venerean than Solar, and the fair Bride had no
Reafon to complain. Now I cannot forbear to tell you, it
was a fudden Whimfey, mixed with a little Curiofity, that
made me do a Thing fo contrary to my Nature ; for I am
an Enemy to all fubtle and counterfeit A&tions, and abomi- ;

naie
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nate-all Manner of Fraud, though it be but for Sport; for
though the A&ion may not be wicked in itfelf, yet "tisdone
aftera wicked Manner, Amafis, King of ~Zgypt, married
Laodicea; a marvelous beautiful Gree# Virgin, who, though
famousfor his Abilities el{fewhere, found himfelf quite ano-
ther Man with his Wife, and could by no Means enjoy her 3
at which he was fo enrag’d, that hethreatened to kill her,
fufpefting her to be a Witch, As "tis ufvally in ‘Things
that confift in Fancy, fhe put him upon Devotion, who hav-
ing accordingly made hisVows to #enus, he found him-
felf divinely refiored the very firft Night after his Oblati-
ons and Sacrifices, Now in plain-Truth, Women are to
blame, to entertainus with that difdainful, coy, and angry
Countenance they commonly do, which extinguifhes our

" Vigour, as it kindles our Defire ; which made the Daugh-

ter-in-law of Pythagoras to {ay, That the Woman who gees
to Bed to @ Man, mufl put off her Modefly avith her Petticoat,
and put it on.again with the fame. 'The Soul of the Aflail-
ant being difturb’d with many feveral Alarms, is eafily a-
ftonifh’d, and {oon lofes the Power of Performance ; and
whoever the Imagination has ence put this T'rick upon, and
confounded with the Shame of it, (and fhe never does it
but at the firft Acquaintance, by Reafon Men are then more
ardent and eager, and as fo at this firft Account a Man gives
of himf{elf he 1s much more timorous of mifcarrying) hav-
ing made an ill Beginning, heenters into fuch Indignations
and Defpite at'the Accident, aswill in following Opportu-
nities be apt to remain, and continue him in the fame Con-
dition, As to what concerns married People, having the
Year before them (as we fay) they ought never to compel,
or {fo much as to offerat the Feat, if they do not find them-
felves very ready : And itis better indecently to fail of hands
felling the Nuptial Sheets, and of paying the Ceremcny due
to theWedding-Night, when a Man perceives himieli full
of Agitation and Trembling, expeéting another O portunis
ty at a better and more private Leifure,when his Fancy thall
be better compos’d, than to make himfelf perpetually mi-
ferable, for having mifbehav’d himfelf, and being baffled .
at the firt Affault. *Till Poffeflion be taken, a Man that
knows himfelffubjeé to this Infirmity, fhould leiturely snd
by Degrees make feveral little Trials and light Offers, with-
©ut obftinately attempting a once to foree an abiolute Con-
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queft over his own mutinous and indifpos’d Faculties ; fuch
as know their Members to be naturally obedient to their
Defires, need to take no other Care but only to counterplot
their Fancy. The indocile and rude Liberty of this feurvy
Member is fufliciently remarkable; by it’s importunate,
unruly, and unfeafonable Tumidity and Impatience, at
fuch Times as we have nothing for it to do, and by it’s
more unfeafonable Stupidity and Difobedience, when we
ftand moft in Need of hisVigour, fo imperiouly contefting
the Authority of theWill, and with fo much Obftinacy de-
nying all Solicitation both of Fland and Fancy. And yet
though his Rebellion is fo univerfally complained of, and
that Proofs are not wanting to condemn him, if he had ne-
verthelefs fee’d me to plead his Caufe, Tthould peradventure
bring the reft of his Fellow-Members into Sufpicion of
complotting this Mifchief-againft him, out of pure Envy
at the Importance, and ravithing Pleafure particular to his
Employment, fo as to have by Confederacy armed the
whole World againft him, by malevolently charging him
alone with their common Offence. For let any one confider
whether there is any one Part of our Bodies that does not
often refafe to perform it’s Office at the Precept of the
Will, and thatdoes not often excercife it’s Fun&ion in De-
fiance of her Command. They have every one of them
proper Pafiions of their own, that roufe and awake, ftupify
and benumb them, without our Leave or Confent. How
often do the involuntary Motions of the Countenance dif-
cover our inward Thoughts, and betray our moft private
Secrets to the Knowledge of the Standers by ¥ The fame
Caufe that animates this Member, does alfo, without our
Knowledgc, animate the Lungs, Pulfe, and Heart, the
Sight of a pleafing Obje& imperceptibly diffufing a Flame
through all our Parts with a febrificl Motion. Isthere no-
thing but thefeVeins and Mafcles that fwell, and flag with-
out the Confent, not only of - the Will, but even of our
Knowledge alfo ; We do not command our Hairs to ffand
an End, nor otr Skin to fhiver either with Fear or Defire.
The Hands often convey themfelves to Parts ta which we
do not direct them. "The Tongue will be interdifted; and
theVoice fometimes {uffocated when we know ot how t0
!lelp it. When we have nothing to eat, ‘and woul will-
mgly forbid it, the Appetite of Eating and Drinking does
nok
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not for all that forbear to ftir up the Partsthat are {nbjected
to it, no more nor lefs than the other Appetite we were {peak-
ing of, and in like Manner dogs as unfeafonbly. leave us.
The Veffels that ferve to difcharge the Belly have their.pros
per Dilatations and Compreflions, without and beyond our
Intelligence, as well as thofe which are deftined:to purge
the Reins. And that which, to juftify the Prerogativeof the
Will, St, Auguftine urges, of having feen a Man who.could
command his Back-fide to difcharge as often togetheras he
pleafed,and that ¥iwes does yet fortify with anotherExample
in his Time of one that could fart in Tune, does nothing
{fuppofe any more pure Obedience ‘of that Part;. for,is any
thing commeonly moye tumultuary orindifcreet. To which
let meadd, that I myfelfknew one fo rude and ungoverned,as
for forty Years together made his Mafter-vent withone con-
tinued and unintermitted Hurricane, and. "tis like will do tilL
he expire that Way, and vanufh in his own Smoke. And
I conld heartily wifh, that T only knew by Reading, how
oft a Man’s-Belly, by the Denial of one fingle Puff, brings
him to the very Door. of an exceeding painful Death; and
that the Emperor, who gave Liberty to, let fly in all Places,
had at the fame Time given us Power to do.it. But
for our Will, in whofe behalf we prefer this Accufation,
with how much greater Similitude of Truth may. we re-
proach even her herfelf with Mutiny and Sedition for her
Irregularity and Difobedience #* Does the always will what
we would have her to do ¥ Does fhe not often will what we
forbid her to will, and. that to our manifeft Prejudice
Does fhe fuffer herfelf any more than any of the other, ta

be. governed and directed by the,Refults of our Reafon.,

To conclude, TThould move in the Behalf of the
Gentleman, my, Client, it might be confidered, |
that in this Fact, his Caufe being infeparably conjoined
with an Acceffary, yet he is only called in Queftign, and:

thatby Arguments and Accufations, that cannet be charged;
nor refle€t upon the other : Whofe Bufinefs indeed is fome-,
times inopportunely to invite, but never to refufe, and to.
allure after a tacit and clandeftine Manger: : And therefore,

isthe Malice and Injuifice, of his Accafers moft, mapafeitly
apparent, But be 1t how it will, protefting .againfl the
Proceedings of the Advocates and Judges, Nature will, in,
the mean time, proceed after her own Way, who had

i done
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done but well, if fhe had endowed this Member with
fome particular Privilege. The Author of the fole i,
mortal Work of Mortals, a divine Work accordin o to Soeras
tes, and of Love, Defire of Immortality, and him{elf an im.
mortal Demon.  Some one perhaps by fuch an Effeét of
* Videlicet 1Mmagination may have had the}good luck tg

leave* thatbehind him hére in France, whidh
his Companion who has come after, and
behaved himfelf better, has carried back with him ing
Spain. _And that you may fee why Men in fuch Cafe
require 2 Mind prepared for the thing they ate to do, why
do the Phyficians tamper with, and prepoflefs before.
hand their Patients Credulity with many falfe Promifes of
Cure, if not to the End, that the Effeét of Imagination
may {upply the Impofture and Defet of their Apozem!
They know very well, that a great Mafter of their Trak
has given it under his Hand, that he has known fome with
whom the very Sight of a Potion would work : Which
Examples of Fancy and Conceit come now into my
Head, by the Remembrance of a Story was told me bya
domeftick Apothecary of my Father’s, a blunt Sawiffe (&
Nation not much addiéted to Vanity and Lying) of a Mer
chant he had long known at Z%oku/z, who being a valety-
dinary, and much afli&ted with Fits of the Stone, had
often oceafion to take Clyfters, of which he caufed fever!
Sorts to be prefcribed him by the Phyficians, according to
the Accidents of his Difeafe ; one of which being one
time brought in, and none of the ufual Forms, as feeling
if it were not too hot, and the like, being omitted, he
was laid dewn on his Belly, the Syringe put up, and all
Ceremonies performed, Injeétion excepted ; after which,
the Apothecary being gone, and the Patient accommodated
as if he had really received a Clyfter, he found the {ame
Operation and Effe& that thofe do who have taken one in-
deed ; and if at any time the Phyfician did not find the
Operation fufficient, he would ufually give him two o
three more after the fame Manner. ~And the Fellow
marcover fwore to me, that to fave Charges (for he pay’d
as if hehad really taken them) this fick Man®s Wife having
fometimes made Trial of warm Water only, the Effelt
difcovered the Cheat, and finding thefe would do no good,
was fain to return to the old Way. A Woman fancying fh;

: : ha
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had fwallowed a Pin in a Piece of Bread, ery’d out of an in-
tolerable Pain in her Throat, where fhe thought fhe felt it
ftick : But an ingenious Fellow that was brought to her,
{eeing no outward T'umour norAlteration, foppofing it only
to be Conceit taken at fome Cruft of Bread that had hurt
her as it went down, caufed her to vomit, and cunning-
ly unfeen, threw a crocked Pin into the Bafon, which the
Woman no fooner faw, but believing fhe had caft it up,
fhe prefently found herfelf eafed of her Pain. I myfelf

new a Gentleman, who having treated a greatdeal of good
Company at his Houfe, three or four Days after bragged in
jekt (for there was no fuch thing) that he had made them
eat of abaked Cat; at which, a young Gentlewoman, who
had been at the Feaft, took fuch a Horror, that fallin
into a violent Vomiting and a Fever, there was no pefible
Means to fave her. Even brute Beafts are alfo {ubjeét to
the Force of Imagination as well as we ; as is feen by Dogs
who die of Grief for the Lofls of their Mafters, and are
feen to queft, tremble, and ftart, as Horfes will kick and
whinny in their Sleep. Now all this may be attributed
tothe Affinity and Relation betwixt the Souls and Bodies of
Brutes, but ’tis quite another thing when the Imagination
works upon the Souls of rational Men, and not only to
the Prejudice of their own particular Bodies; but of others
alfo. And as an infeGted Body communicates it’s Malady
to thofe that approach, or live near it, as we fee in the
Plague, the Small-pox, and fore Eyes, that run through
Whole Families and Cities :

Dum fpectant oculi lefos, Leduntur € P/l »

Multague corporibus tranfitione nocent *,

Viewing fore Eyes, Eyes to be fore are brought,
And many IlIs are by Tranfition caught,

So the Imagination, being vehemently agitated, darts out
Infetion capable of offending the ftranger Obje®t. The
Anc;entls had an Opinion of certain Women, of Scythia,
that being animated and en raged againft any one, the
killed them only with their Looks : Tortoifes and Oftriches
atch their Eggs with only looking on them, which infers,
that their Eyes have in them fome ejaculative Virtue. And
ﬂ_‘k_E_Eyes of Witches are faid to be dangerous and hurtful.

=R * Owid, ﬁlm-. 12, =
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Nefeio quis teneros oculus mibi fafcinat agnos *,

What Eye it is I do not know,
My tender Lambs bewitches fo,

Magicians are no very good Authority for me, butw
experimentally fee, that Women impart the Marksd
their Fancy to the Children they carry in their Wonml
witnefs her that was brought to Bed of a Moor: At
there was prefented to Charles the Emperor, and Kings
Bohemia, a Girl from about Pi/z, all over rough,
covered with Hair, whom her Mother faid to be conce
by reafon of a Pi€ure of St. Fobn Baptiff, that hm
within the Curtains of her Bed. It is the {ame wil
Beafts, witnefs Facob’s ring-fireaked and {potted Go
and Sheep, and the Hares, and Partridges, that the S
turns white upon the Mountains. ‘There was at my Hot
a little while ago, aCat feen watching a Bird uponit
Top of a Tree, who, for fome Time mutually fixingt
Eyes upon one another, the Bird at laft let herfelf fallt
dead into the Cat’s Claws either dazzled and aftonili
by the Force of her own Imagination, or drawn by fo#
attraétive Powerof the Cat.  Such as are addiCted o
Pleafures of the Field, have, I make no Queftion, hett
the Story of the Falconer, who having earneftly fixedl
Eyes upon a Kite in the Air, lay’d a Wager, that he woe
bring her down with the fole Power of his Sight, and o
fo, as it was faid ; for the Tales I borrow, I charge upont®
Confciences of thofe from whom I have them. TheDt
courfesare my own, and found themfelves upon the Fe®
of Reafon,not of Experience 5 to which, every one hasl
berty to add his own Examples; and who has none; (*
INumbers and Varieties of Accident confidered) let himi®
forbear to believe thatthefe I fet down are enough ; aut
Ido not apply them well, let fome other do it for me. A
alfo in the Subje&s of which I treat, wiz. of our Maui
and Motions, the Teftimonies and Inftances I pmrhu:e::}’”i
fabulous foever, provided they are poflible, ferve as well#
the true ; whether it hasreally happened or no, at Roms!
at Paris; to Peter or Fobn; ’tis flill within the Verge®
Poflibility, and human Capacity, which ferves mé*

s

* Virg, Eclog, 3.
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good Ufe, and fupplies me with Variety in the Things [

write. 1 fee, and make my Advantage of it as well in Sha-
dow as in Subftance; -and among#t the various Examples [
every where meet with in Hiftory, I cull out the moft rare
and memorable to fit my own Turn. There are fome other
Authors, whofe only End and Defign it is, to give an Ae-
count of ‘Things that have happened ; mine, if I could ar
rive unto it fhould be to deliver what may come to. pafs.
There is ajuft Liberty allowed in the Schools of foppofing
and contriving Similes, when they are ata Lofs for them in
their own Reading: I do hot, however, make any Ufe of
that Privilege, and as to'that Affair in fuperftitious Religion,
furpafs all hiftorical Authority. In the Examples which I
here bringin of what I have heard, read, done, or faid, T
have forbid myfelf to dare to alter evenithe moft light and
indifferent Circuniftances ; my Confciénce does not falfify
one Tittle, what my Ignorance may do I cannot fay. And
this it is that makes me fometimes enter into Difpute with
my own Thoughts, whether or no, a Divine, or a Philo-
fopher; Men of fo exad and tender Wifdom and-Con-
fcience, are fit to write Hiftory ; forhow can they ftake their
Reputation upon the publick Faith ¢ How be refponfible
for the Opinions of Men they do not know ? And with
what Affurance deliver their Conjeftures for current Pay ?
Of Adtions performed before their own Eyes; wherein fe-

- veral Perfons were Aétors, they would be unwilling to give

Evidence upon Oath before a Judge ; and cannot be {o fa-
miliarly and thoroughly acquainted with any for whofe In-
tentions they would become abfolate Surety. For my Part,
Lthink it lefs hazardous to writeThings paft than prefent, by
how much the Writeris only to give an Account of Things
svery one knows he muft of Neceflity borrow tpon Truft,
Iam folicited to write the Affairs of my own Time, by
fome, who fancy Ilook upon them with an Eye lefs blinded
with Prejudice ‘or Partiality than another, and have a
tlearer Infight into them by Reafon of the free Accefs For-
tune has given me to the Heads of both Factions ; but they
do not confider, that to purchafe the Glory of Sailuff, T !
Would not give myfelf the Trouble, being a fworn Enemy,
4s I am to all Obligation, Affiduity, and Perfeverance: Be-
1des that, there is nOthing fo contrary to my Stile, as acon-

{Unued and extended Narrative, I{ooften interrupt, and

I2 cut
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cut myfelf fhort in my Writing only for want of Breath.|
have neither Fancy nor Expreflion worth any thing, au
am ignorant beyond a Child, of the Phrafes, and eventh
very Words proper to exprefs the moft common Thing
and for that Reafon'it is, that I have undertaken to fay onlf
what I can fay, and have accommodated my Subjettb
my Force. Should-I take one to be my Guide, peradvet
ture, I fhould not beable to keep Pace with him, and inth
Piecipitancy of my Career might deliver Things, whid,
upon better Thoughts, in my own Judgment, and accos
ing to Reafon, would be criminal and punifhable in &
higheft Degree. - Plutarch would tell us of what he ks
delivered to the Light, that it is the Work of others, tid
his Examples are all, and every where exaétly true, ti
they are ufeful to:Pofterity, and are prefented with a Ll
that will light usithe Way to Virtue, which was hish
fign ; but it is ot of fo dangerous Confequence asin
medicinal Drug, whether an old Story be fo, orfo.

CHAP XXL

That the Profit of one Man is the Inconvenih
of another.

Emades the dihenian condemned one of his Cff
whofe Trade it was to fell the Neceflaries for Fusn
Ceremonies, upon Pretence that he demanded unreafon*
Profit, and that that Profit could not accrue to him, but!
the Death of a great Number of People. A Judgme®
that appearsto be ill grounded, forafmuch as no Profit swhit
ever could-poffibly be made but at the Expence of anothe
and that by the fame Rule he fhould condemn all Man
of Gain of what Kind foever. The Merchant only thri®
and grows rich by the Pride, Wantonnefs and Debauch]
of Youth ; the Hufbandman by the Price and Scarcif®
Grain ; the Archite&t by the Ruin of Buildings: ¥
Lawyers, and Officers of Juftice, by Suits and Contention®
Men ; nay, even the Honour and Office of Divines ¥
denye
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derived from our Death and Vices; a Phyfician takes no
Pleafure in the Health even of his Friends, fays the ancient
comical Greek ; nor a Soldier in the Peace of his Country ;
and {o of the reft. And, which is yet worfe, let every one
but dive into his own Bofom, and he will find his private
Withes fpring, and his fecret Hopes grow up at another’s
Expence. - Upon:which Confideration it comes into my
Head, that Nature does not in this fwerve from her general
Polity ; for Phyficians hold, that the Birth, Nourifhment,
and Encreafe of every Thing is the Corruption and Diffo-
lation of another.

Nam quodcungue fuis mutatum finibus exit,
Continua boc mors ¢ft illius, quod fuit ante *,

For what from. it’s own Confines chang’d doth pafs,
Is fraight the Death of what before it was.

C-H-A P, XXIL
Of Cuftom, and that we fhould not eafily change

a Law received.

HE feems to me to have had a right and true Appre-
henfion of the Power of Cuftom, who firft invented
the Story of a Country-woman ; who having accuftomed
herfelf to play with, and carry a young Calf in her Arms,
and daily continuing to do fo as it grew up, obtained this
by Cuftom, that when grown to be a great Ox, the was fll
able to bear it.  For, in Truth, Cuftom is a violent and
treacherous School-Miftrefs, She, by little and little, flily
and unperceived, flips in the Foot of her Authority, but
having by this gentle and humble Beginning, with the Be-
nefit of Time, fixed and eftablithed it, the then unmatks a
urious and tyrranick Countenance, againlt which we have
1o more the Courage, or the Power fo much as to lift up

¥ Lucret. /. 2.
g our
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our Eyes. We fee it at every Turn forcing and violating
the Rules of Nature: Ufus eficaciffimus rerum ovmium ma
.jf.e‘: 5 Cuflom is the g faf.sﬂ Mafler of all Tf)z?ags Tibes
hieve Plato’s Care in his Repubhck and the Phyfcmns who
1o often fubmit the Reafons of their Art to the Authorityd
Habit; as alfo the Story of that King, who by Cufton
brought his Stomach te that pafs, as to live by Poifon; aud
the Maid that Albertus reports to have lived upon Spider;
and in that newWaorld of the Jzdies, there were found gredl
Nations, and in very diftering Climates, who were ot the
{ame Diet, made Provifion of them, and fed them fu
their Tables ; as alfo they did Gnﬂu}ppus Mice, Bt
and Lizards; and ina Timeof a Sca;clty of {fuch Rarities
a T'oad was fold for fix Crowns, all which they cook, anl
difh up with feveral Sauces. There were alfo others foupd,
to whom our Diet and the Flefh we eat; were venomou
and mortal. (.o;:f.r;e,zm’m is magna wis eft: Pernotlant um
tores in mive: In montibus uri fe patiuntur : Pugiles Caflil
contufi, ne ingemifcunt qui dem+. The Power of Cuflom
wverp preat: Huntfmen avill one aobile le out all Night &
sbe. Snow,—and- another fuffer if*ﬂmj&!@f: fo be parrfzaf it
2he fbfmf tains 5 and Fencers, inured to Beating, wll
banged almoft 10" pulp with' Clibs ‘and” Whirl Fw df
dﬁsf:’?ﬁ much as to groan. 'Thele are ﬁ;:‘uge Txm:pl‘* bt
yet thcy will not appear fo ih:m%c if we confider what
have or dinary Experience of, how much Cuftom ﬂupjfh
our Senfes; neither need we go to be {atisfied of whats
reported oﬁ 1e Cataralls of Nies and of what Philofophe
believe of the Mufick of the Spheres, that the Bodies o
thofe C,m.;e: being. {olid and {mooth, and coming !
touch, and rub upon one another, cannot fail of creating?
wonderful Harmony, the Changes and Cadencies of whith

caufe the Revolutions and Dances of the Stars; but that e
Hearing Senfe of all Creatures here below, being univer
{ally, like that of the Agyptians; deaf’d, and ﬁuPlﬁfd
with the continual E\mie cannot, how great foever, pir
ceive it~ Smiths, Millers, Pewterers, Forge-men, ak
fi*mo.ers,muld never beable tolive in the perpetual Noife
of their own Trade, did it ftrike their Ears with the famé
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Of Cuftom and Law. 111

Violence that it does ours, My perfum’d Doublet gratifies

my own Smelling at firft, as well as that of others, but af-

ter I have worn it three or four Days together, I no more

perceive it ; but it is yet more ftrange, that Caftom, notwith-

ftanding the long Intermiffions and Intervals, fhould yet
have the Power to unite, and eftablifh the Efficét of it’s Im-

preflions upon our Senfes, as is manifeft in fuch as live near

unto Steeples, and the frequent Noife of the Bells, I my-

felf lie at home in aTower, where every Morning and Even.
ing a very great Bell rings out the 4ve Maria, the Noife of
which fhakes my very Tower, and at firft {feem’d infupport-
able to me ; but having now a good while kept that Lodg-
ing, T am fo ufed to it, that I hear it without any Manner
of Offence, and often without awaking at it. Plato repre-
hending a Boy for playing at {ome childifh Game 3 Thou
reprov'it me (fays the Boy) for a very little Thing : Euflom
(reply’d Plato) is no little Thing. And he was in the Right ;
for I find that our greateft Vices derive their firft Propenfi-
ty from our moft tender Infancy, and that our principal E-
ducation depends upon the Nurfe ; Mothers are mightily
pleas’d to fee a Child writhe off the Neck of a Chicken, or
to pleafe itfelf with the hurting a Dog, ora Cat; and
fuch wife Fathers there are in the World, who loglk upon
1tasa notable Mark of a martial Spirit, when he hears his
Son mif-call, or fees him domineer over a pooft Peafant, or
a Lacquey, thatdares not reply nor turn again; anda great
Sign of Wit when he fees him cheat ard over-reach his
Play-fellow by fome malicious Trick of Treachery and De-
ceit ; but for all that, thefe are the true
Seeds and Roots of Cruelty, Tyranny and
Treafon. They bud and putout there, and
afterwards fhoot up vigoroufly, and grow
% a prodigious Bulk and Stature, being
cultivated and improved by Cuftom : And itisa very dan-
gerous Miftake to excufe thefe vile Inclinations upon the
Tenc!enjne{s of their Age, and the Trivialty of the Subjet ;
firft, it is Nature that {] peaks,whofe Declaration is then more
fincere, and inward ‘Thoughts more undifguis’d as it is
more weak and young : Secondly, The Deformity of Co-
zenage does not confift, nor depend upon the Difference be--
twixt Crowns and Pins ; but merely upon itfelf, for a Cheat.
183 Cheat be it more or lefs s which makes me think it
14 more
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Y12 MoNTAIGNE’s Effays.

more juft to conclude thus, Why fhould he not cozenit
Crowns, fince he daes it in Pins, than as they do, who fay,
They only play for Pins, he would not do it if it were g
Money. Children fhould carefully be inftruéted to abha
even Vicesof their own contriving ; and the natural Ik
formity of thofe Vices ought fo to be reprefented to then
that they may not only avoid them in their Altions, b
elpecially fo abominate them in their Hearts, that th
very Thought fhould be hateful to them, with what M
foever they may be palliated or difguis’d. I know v
well for what concerns myfelf, that for having be
brought up in my Childhood to a plainand fincere Wayil
Dealing, and for having then had an Averfion to all Mar
ner of Jugeling and foul Play in my childifh Sports a
Recreations, (and indeed it 15 to be noted, that the Playsd
Children are not performed in Play, but are to be judg'di
tiiem as their moft ferious Actions) there is no Gameh
fmall wherein from my own Bofom naturally, and witho
Study or Endeavour, I have not an extreme Averfionft
Deceit. I fhuffle and cut, and make as much Clatterwill
the Cards, and keep as firit Account for Farthings#
it were for double Piftoles ; when winning or lofing agait
my Wife and Daughter is indifferent to me, as when |
play in good Earneft with others for the roundeft Sum
At all Times and in alt Places, my own Eyes are fuficie
to look to my Fingers ; I am not fo narrowly watch'df
any other, neither 1s there any I more fear to be difcovert
by, or to offend.

I faw the other Day, 2t my own Houfe, a little Fello
who came to thew himfelf for Money, a Native of Nat
born without Arms, who has fo well taught his Feet tope
form the Services his Hands fhould have done him, thati;-
deed they have half forgot their natural Office, and the U
for which they were defign’d ; the Fellow too calls thet
his Hands, and we may allow him {o to do, for with ther
he cuts any Thing, charges and difcharges a Piftol, threz
a Needle, fows, writes, and puts off his Hat, combs b
Head, plays at Cards and Dice, and all this with as mud
Dexterity as any other could do who had more, and mo
proper Limbs to aflift him ; and the Money I gave him
carried away in his FOOI, aswedo in our H;‘md. Ih;weftfflf
another, who being yeta Boy, flourithed a two-hasd®
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Of Cuftom and Latw. 113

8word, and (if I may {o fay) handled a Halbert with the
mere Motions andWrithing of his Neck and Shoulders for
want of Hands, toft them into the Air, and catch’d them
again, darted a Dagger, and crack’d aWhip as wellas any

Coachman in France. = But the Effeéts of Cuftom are much
more manifeft in the ftrange Impreflions fhe imprints in our
Minds, where fhe meets with lefs Refiftance, and has no-
thing fo hard a Game to play. What has the not the Power
to impofe upon our Judgments and Belief? Is there any fo
fantattick Opinion (omitting the grofs Impoftures of Reli-
gions, with which we fee fo many populous Nations, and {o
many underftanding Men, fo ftrangely befotted ; for this be-
ing beyond the Reach of human Reafon, any Error is more
excufable in fuch, as thro’ the divine Bounty, are not en-
dued with an extraordinary Illumination from above) but
of other Opinions, are there any fo {enlefs and extravagant
that fhe has not planted and eftablifhi’d for Laws in thofe
Parts of theWorld upon which fhe has been pleas’d to ex-
ercife her Power? And thefore that ancient Exclamation
was exceeding juft, Nou pudet Phyficum, id ¢f?, fpeculatorerm,
wenatoremque Nature ab animis confuetudine imbutis quarere
teflimonium weritatis® 2 Is it not @ Shame for a Philofapher,
that is, for an Obferver and Hunter of Nature, to derive Tef-
timony from Minds pre-pofJefi’d with Cuftom 2 1 do believe,
that no fo abfurd or ridiculous Fancy can enter into human
Imagination, that dees not meet with fome Example of
publick Praétice, and that confequently our Reafon does
not ground, and fupport itfelf upon. There are People
amongft whom it is the Fafhion to turn their Backs upon
him they falute, and never laok upon the Man they intend
tohonour, There is a Place, where, whenever the Kin

{pits, the greateft Ladies of his Court put out their Handsg
to receiveit ; and another Nation, where the moft eminent
Perfons about him, ftoop to take up his Ordure in a Lin-
nen Cloth. Let us here fteal Room to infert a Story. A
French Gentleman of my Aequaintance, was always wont
to blow his Nofe with his Fingers (a Thing very much a-
gaint our Fafhion) would juftify himfelf for fo doing, and
was 2 Man very famous for pleafant Repartees, who, upon.

* Cicero de Nat, Deor,
that




114 MonTAIGNE’s Effays.

that Occafion afked me, What Privilege this filthy Exere
ment had, that we mult carry about usa fine Hand kerchief
to receive it, and which was more, afterwards to lap it care.
fally up, and carry it all Day about in our Pockets, which,
he {aid, could not but be much more naufeous and offen:
five, than to fee it thrown away, as we did all other Ew
‘cuations. I found that what he faid was not altogethet
without Reafon, and by being frequently in his Company,
that {lovenly Aétion of his was at laft grown familiar to
me ; which neverthelefs we make a Face-at, when wt
hear it reported of another Country. Miracles appear o
be fo, according to our Ignorance of Nature, and notac
cording to the Eflence of Nature. The continually being
accuftom’d to any Thing, blinds the Eye of our Judge
ment. Barbarians are no more a Wonder to us, than w
are to them ; nor with any more Reafon, as every one
would confefs, if after having travell’d over thofe remote
Examples, Men could fettle themfelves to refle€t upon,
and rightly to confer them. Human Reafon is a Tinctue
equally infus'd almoft into all our Opinions and Cuftoms,
of what Form foever they are, infinite in Matter, infinit
in Diverfity. But I return to my Subjeét,

There are People, where (his Wife and Children except:
ed) no one fpealks to the King but through a Trunk, Inone
and the fame Nation the Virgins difcover thofe Parts that
Modefty fhould perfuade them to hide, and the marrie
Women carefully cover and conceal. To which, this Caf
tom in another Place has fome Relation, where Chaflity,
but in Marriage, is of no Efteem, for unmarried Women
may proftitute themfelves to as many as they pleafe, and
being got with Child, may lawfully take Phyfick in the
Sight of every one to deftroy their Fruit. And in an
ther Place, if a Tradefman marry, all of the fame Con
dition, who are invited to the Wedding, lie with the
Bride before him 5 and the greater Number of them there
is, the greater is her Honour, and the Opinion of hes
Ability and Strength : If an Officer marry, ’tis the fame,
the fame with a Nobleman, and fo of the reft, exceptit
be a Labourer, or one of mean Condition, for them 1
belongs to the Lord of the Place to perform that Office;
and yet a {evere Loyalty during Marriage is afterwar
flri¢tly enjoin’d. 'There is a Place where Bawdy-houfﬂf
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Of Cujftom and Law., - 11%

of Young:men are kept for the Pleafure of Women, as we

know there are of Women for the Neceflities of Men;

and:alfo Marriages, where the Wives go to War as wellas

the Hufbands, and not only fharein the Dangers of Battle,

but moreover in the Honours of Command: Others, where

they wear Rings not only through their Nofes, Lips,

Cheeks, and on their Toes, but alfo weighty Gymmals

of Gold thruft through their Paps and Buttocks ; Where
in eating they wipe their Fingers upon their Thighs,
Genitories, and the Soles of their Feet: Where Children
are excluded and Brothers and Nephews only inherit; and
elfewhere, Nephews only, faving in the Royal Family,
and the Succeflion of the Crown: Where, for the Regula-

tion of Community in Goods and Eftates obferv’d in the

Country, certain Sovereign Magiftrates have committed to
them the univerfal: Charge and overfeeing of the Agri-

colture, and Diftribution of the Fruits according to the
Neceflity of every one : Where they lament the Death of
Children, and Feaft at the Deceafe of old Men: Where
they lie ten or twelve in-a Bed, Men and their Wives to-
gether: Where Women whofe Hufbands come to violent
Ends, may marry again, and others not : Where the fervile
Condition of Women is look’d upon with fuch Contempt,
that they kill all the native Females, and buy Wives of
their Neighbours to {fupply their Ufe: Where Hufbands
may repudiate their Wives, without fhewing any Caufe,
but Wives cannot part from their Hufbands, for what
Caufe {oever: Where Hufbands may fell their Wives in
cafe of Sterility : Where they boil the Bodies of their
Dead, and afterwards pound them toa Pulp, which they
mix with their Wine, and drink it : Where the moft co-
veted Sepulture is to'be eaten with Dogs ;- and elfewhere
by Birds.: Where they believe the Souls of the happy live
m all Manner of Liberty, in delightful Fields, furnifh’d
with all-8orts of Delicacies, and that it is thofe Souls re-
peating the Words we utter, which we call Echo: Where
they fight in the Water, and fhoot their Arrows with the
fnﬂf_f mortal Aim, fwimming : Where, fora Sign of Sub-
Jection, they lift up their Shoulders, and hang down their
Heads, and put off their Shoes when they enter the King’s
Palace : Where the Eunuchs who take Charge of the Religi-
ousWomen, have moseover their Lips and Nofes cut awa};!,

an
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and difguis’d, that they may not be lov’d ; and the Pric
put out their own Eyes, to be better acquainted with thep
Deermons, and the better to receive and retain their Oracle:
Where every one creates to himfelf a Deity of whatk
Jikes beft, according to his own Fancy ; the Hunter
Lion or a Fox; the Fifher, fome certain Fifh, 'and [do}
of every human Aétion or Paflion; in which Place th
Sun, the Moon, and the Earth, are the principal Deitie;
and the Form of taking an Oath is to touch the Earih,
looking up to Heaven ; and there both Fleth and Fihi
eaten raw: Where the greateft Oath they take is, tofie
by the Name of fome dead Perfon of Reputation, layin
their Hand upon his Tomb : Where the New-year’s Gif
the King fends every Year to the Princes, his Subjedts, i
Fire, which being brought, all the old Fire is put out, a
the neighbouring People are bound to fetch of the ney,
every one for themfelves upon Pain of Treafon : When,
when the King, to betake himfelf wholly to Devotion,
tires from his Adminiftration, (which often falls out) hi
next Succeflor is oblig’d to do the fame; by which Meai
the Right of the Kingdom devolves to the third in Sucel
fion : Where they vary the Form of Government, accor:
ing to the feeming Neceflity of Affairs ; depofe the King
when they think good, fubfitating ancient Men to goven
in his Stead, and fometimes transferring it into the Hand
of the commeon People: Where Men and Women are bat
circumcis'd, and alfo bapuiz'd : Where the Soldier, whoit
one, or feveral Engagements, has been fo fortunate, ast
prefent feven of the Enemies Heads to the King, is mas
noble : Where they live in thatrare and fingular Opinion df
the Mortality of the Soul : Where the Women are deliver!
without Pain or Fear ; Where theWomen wear Copper Fet:
ters upon both their Legs, and if a Loufe bite them, at
bound in Magnanimity to bite them again, and dare not
marry *till fislt they have made their King a Tenderd
theirVirginity; if he pleafes to accept of it: Where theor
dinaryWay of Salutation is, by putting a Finger down to ths
Earth, and then pointing up towards Heaven: Whert
Men carry Burthens apon their Heads, and Women on
their Shoulders, the Women pifing ftanding, and the Men
cowring down: Where they fend their Blood in Tokenof
Friendfhip, and cenfe the Men they would honour, Ijike

Gods:
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Gods: Where not only to the Fourth, butin any other re-
mote Degrees, Kindred are not permitted to marry: Where
the Children are four Years at Nurfe, and fometimes
twelve; in whichPlace alfo itis accounted mortal to give the
Child fuck the firft Day after itis born : Where the Correc-
tion of the Male Children is peculiarly defigned to the Fa-
thers, and to the Mothers of the Females; the Punifhment
being to hang them by the Heels in the Smoke: Where
they eat all Sorts of Herbs, without other Scruple, than of
thelllnefs of the Smell : Where all Things are open, 2s the
fineft Houfes, which are furnifhed with the richeft Fur-
niture, without Doors, Windows, Trunks, or Chefts to
lock, aThief being there punifhed double to what they are
in other Places : Where they crack Lice with their Teeth
likeMonkies, and abhor to {ee them kill’d with one’s Nails,
Where in all their Lives they neither cut their Hair, nor
pare their Nails 5 and in another Place, pare thofe of the
Right-hand only, letting the left grow for Ornament and
Bravery : Where they fuffer the Hair on the Right-fide to
grow as long as it will, and fhave the other; and in the
neighbouring Provinces, fome let their Hair grow long be-
fore, and {fome behind, fhaving clofe the reft: Where Pa-
rents let-out their Children, and Hufbands their Wives, to
their Guefts to hire : Where a Man may get his own Moe-
ther with Child, and Fathers make ufe of their own Daugh-
ters, or their Sons, without Scandal or Offence: Where, at
their {folemn Feafts, they interchangeably lend their Chil-
dren to one another, without any Confideration of Near-
nefs of Blood. In one Place Men feed upon human Flefh,
in another, ’tis reputed a charitable Office for a Man to
kill his Father at a certain Age; and elfewhere, the Fa-
thers difpofe of their Children whilft yet in their Mothers
Wombs,{fome to be preferved and carefully brought up, and
others they profcribe either to be thrown off, or made
away. Elfewhere the old Hufbands lend their Wives to
young Men; and in another Place they are in common,
without Offence ; in one Place particularly, the Women
take it for a Mark of Honour to have asmany gay fringed
Taffels at the Bottom of their Gzrment, as they have lain
with feveral Men. - Moreover has not Cuftom made a Re-

. publick of Women feparately by themfelves? Has it not put

Arms into their Hands, made them to raife Armies, and
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: i fight Battles? And does fhe not by her own Precept inftrnf
I the moft ignorant Vulgar, and make them perfe inThing:
which all the Philofophy in theWorld could never beatis.
fili ol tothe Heads of the wifelt Men ? For we know entire Nz
it tions, where Death was not only defpifed, butentertaine
with the greateft T'riumph ; where Children of few
til Years old offered themfelves to be'whipped to Death, wilt
_ Hifif out changing their Countenance ; where Riches wer¢h
{ g fuch Contempt, that the pooreft and moft wretched Cit:
zen would not bave deigned to ftoop to take up a Purfed
Crowns, and we know Regions very fruitful in all Mane
it of Provifions, where, notwithftanding the moft ordinay
Hi Diet, and that they are moft pleafed with, is only Brex
' Crefles, and Water. Did not Cuftom moreover work tht
. Miracle in Chios, that of feven hundred Years it was neve
it known that ever Maid or Wife committed any A& to tle
' Prejudice of her Honour ? To conclude, there is nothing
in my Opinion, that fhe does not, or may not do ;
therefore with very good Reafon it is, that Pindar calls bt
the Queen and Emprefs of the World. ' He that wasfea
to beat his Father, and reproved for fodoing, made anfie;
that it was the Cuftem of their Family; that in like Max
ner his Father had beaten his Grand-father, his Grand-f¢
ther his great Grand-father, and this, fays he, pointing
his Son, when he comes to my Age, fhall beat me, And
gl 0 iz Gt the Father, whom the Son"dragged and hauled along tht
i) A Streets, commanded him to ftop at a certain Door, for ke
ALl himfelf, he faid, had dragged his Father no farther, thit

being the utmoft Limit of the hereditary Infolence theSom
ufed to prattife upon the Fathers in their Family. Itis#
much by Cuftom as Infirmity, (fays 4rifforle) that Women
tear their Hair, bite their Nails, and eat Coals, Chalk, and
fuch Trath, and more by Cuftom than Nature, thatMen
abufe themfelves with one another. The Laws of Corr
fcience, which we pretend to be derived from Nature, pro*
b ceed from Cuftom ; every one having an inward Veners
‘ : tion for the Opinions and Manners, approved and received

amongft his own People, cannot without very great Reluc-
tancy depart from them, nor apply himfelf to them with:
out Applaufe. InTimes paft, ‘when thofe of Crete would
curfeany one, they pray’d the Godsto engage them in fome

P e e

ill Cuftom.  But the principal Effe& of the Power of Cuf
I tom



—

nftrud
“hing
satim
e Nz
tained |
fever
with. |
ere i
| Citk
irfe of
[anne;
linary
Jread,
¢ that
never
o the
thing
and
Is her
s feen
fofr
Man-
:tf-{ﬂ-
ngt
i
the
gr he
that
Sons
1548
jmen
cand
Men
Con-
pror
era:
ived
sJuc-
rithe
suld

pme
2af-
fom

Of Cuftom and Law. 119

tom is, fo to feize and enfnare us, that it is hardly in our
Power to difengage ourfelves from its Gripe ; or o to come
to ourfelves, as to confider of, and to weigh the Things it
enjoins. To fay the Truth, by Reafon that we fuck it in
with our Milk, and that the Face of the World prefents
itfelf in this Pofture to our firft Sight, it feems as if we
were born upon Cendition to purfue this Pradtice ; and the
common Fancies that we find in Repute every where about
us, and infufed into our Minds with the Seed of our Fa-
thers, appear to be moft univerfal and genuine. From
whence it comes to pafs, that whatever is off the Hinge of
Cuftom, is believed to be alfo off the Hinges of Reafon ;
and how unfealonably for the moft Part, God knows. If,
as we who ftudy ourfelves, have learned to do, every one
who hears a good Sentence, would immediately confider
how it does any Way touch his own private Concern, every
one would find, that it was not fo much a goed Saying, as a
{evere Lafh to the ordinary Beftiality of his ownJudgment
But Men receive the Precepts and Admonitions of Truth,
as generally direted to the Common Sort, and never par-
ticularly to themfelves: And inftead of applying them to
their own Manners, do only very ignorantly and unprofita-
bly commit them to Memory, without fuffering themf{elves
to be at all inftruted, or converted by them : But let us
return to the Empire of Cuftom. Such People as have been
bred up to Liberty, and {ubjeét to no other Dominion but
the Authority of their own Will, every one being a Sove-
reign to himfelf, or at leaft governed by no wilfer Heads
than their own, do look upon all other Forms of Govern-
ment as monftrous, and contrary to Nature, Thofe who are
Inured to Monarchy do the fame ; and what Opportunity
foever Fortune prefents them with to change, even then,
when with the greateft Difficulties they have difengaged
themfelves from one Mafter, that was troublefom and grie-
VOUs to them, they prefently run with the fame Dificul-
ties to create another ; being not able, how roughly dealt
with foever, to hate the Government they were born un-
der, and the Obedience they have fo long been accuftom’d
t0. *Tis by the Mediation and Perfuafion of Cuftom, that
EVEry one is content with the Place where he is planted by
Nature; and the Highlanders of Scotland no more pant af-
ter the better Air of Jourain, than the ftarved Scyzbian after

the
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the delightful Fields of Theffaly. Darius atking certain
Greeks what they would take to affume the Cuftom of the
Indians, of eating the dead Corps of their Fathers, (fi
that was their Ufe, believing they could not give themy
better or more noble Sepulture, than to bury them in thei
own Bodies) they made anfwer, That nothing in theWorl
fhould hire them to do it; but having alfo tried to per
fuade the Zndians to leave their barbarous Cuftom, and
after the Greek Manner, to burn the Bodies of their Fa
thers, they conceived a much greater Horror at the Mo
tion. Every one does the fame, forafmuch as Ufe vell
from us the true Afpect of Things.

Nil adeo magnum, nec tam mirabile quicquam
Principio, quod non minuant mirarier omnes
Paulatim *,

Nothing at firlt o great, fo frange appears,
Which by Degrees, Ufe in fucceeding Years
Renders not more familiar,

Taking upon me once to jullify fomething in ufe amongf
us, and that was received with abfolute Authority fora
great many Leagues round about us, and not content &
eftablifh it, as Men commonly do, only by Force of Lay,
and Example, but enquiring #till farther into it’s Origim
I found the Foundation fo weak, that I who made it my
Bufinefs to confirm others, was very near being diffatishied
myfelf. Tis by this Receipt that Plato undertakes to cur

_ this unnatural and prepofterous Love of his Time, whid

i he efteems of fovereign Virtue ; namely, That the publick
il Opinion condemns them ; That the Poets, and all other
il Sorts of Writers, relate horrible Stories of them. A Re
cipe, by Virtue of which the moft beautiful Daughters 10
more allure their Fathers Luft; nor Brothers of the finel
Shape and Fathion their Sifters Defire. The very Fables
of Thyeftes, OEdipus, and Macareus, having with the Har
mony of their Song infufed this wholefom Opinion and
. Belief into the tender Brains of Tnfants. Chaftity is in truth
b a great and fhining Virtue, and of which the Utility §
e fufficiently known; bur to govern, and prevail with &

il

* Lucret, I 2, :
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: according to:Nature, is as hard; as ’tiseafy to do it accor=
Ere mg to Coftom, and the Laws and Precepts of fober Prac-
of the tice. The original and fundamental Reafons are of very
) (for obfcureand difficult Search, and our Mailers eicher lightly
AT pafs them over, or not daring fo much as to touch them,
'Eh'&l" precipitate themfelves into the Liberty and Prote@ion of
Vol s Caftom ; fuch as will not fuffer themfelves tobe withdrawn
e from this Original Source, do yet commit a greater Error,
- at and fubmit themfelves to wild and beaftly Opinions ; wit
Ir Fe nefs Chryfippus, who: in fo-many of hisWritings has ftrew’d
’ M’ the little Account he made of - inceftuous Conjunétions
i committed with how near Relations foever. Whoever
would difengage himfelf from this violent Prejudice of

Cuftom, would find feveral Things receiv’d with abfolure

and undoubting Opinicn, that have no other Support than

the hoary Head and rivel’d Face of ancient Ufes; and

Things being referr’d to the Decifion of Truth and Reafon,

he will find his Judgment convinced and overthrown, and

yet reftor’d to 4 much more fure Effate. For Example, I

fhall afk him, what can be more ftrange thanto {eea People

ongd oblig’d to cbey and pay a  Reverence to Laws they never
fora underflood, and to be bound in all their Affairs, both of
1 private and publiclk Concern, as Marriages, Donations,
[_‘3“;' Wills, ‘Sales, and Purchafes, to Rules they cannot poffibly
iy know, being neither writ nor publifh’d in their own Lan-
LML guage, and of which they are of Neceflity to purchafe
ified both the Interpretation and the Ufe ? Not according to
l‘::':; the ingenious Opinion' of Socrates, who counfell’d his

r

ik _I"xiﬂg to make the Traflicks and Negotiations of his Sub-
b Jects, free, frank, and of Profit to them, and their Qua-

pthet 1els and Debates burdenfom, and tart; and loaden with
| Re- heavy Impofitions and Penalties ; but by a prodigious Cpj-
rs 10 nion to make Sale of Reafon itfelf, and to allow the Law
inel 2 Courfe of Traffick. I think myfelf oblkig’d to Fortune
.lblei that (as our Hiftorians report) it was a Gafeon Gentleman,
'-I;rfi 4 Cou,nfl‘}'man of mine, who frit 01;,-}5@-,-‘4‘ Clarlemain,

when he attempted to impofe upon us Latin and imperial
rufh Laws.  What can be more fevere or unjadt, than to fee
ty & a Nation, where, by lawful Caftom, the Cffice ofajudge
th i 1310 be bought and fold, where Judgments are paid for
— With  ready Money, and where Juftice may legally be
enied to him that has not wherewithal to pay; a Mer-

oL, 1. K chandife

ling




122 MonTa1eNE’s Effays.

chandife in fo great Repute, as in a Government to feree
a fourth Eftate of wrangling Lawyers, to add to the thre
ancient ones of the Church, I‘mblutv and People ;. which
fourth Eftate, having the Laws in their Hanus and {o
vereign Power over Men’s Lives and Fortunes, rmkc«n
othm {eparate Body of Nobility : From whence it coms
o pafs, that there are double Laws, thofe of Honour, an
l,hoie of Juftice, in many things pofitively oppofite to oneax
other ; the Nobles a5 rigorouily condemning a Lie taken,2
the other do a Lie reveng'd : By the Law of Arms, he fl
be degraded from all Nobility and Honour who puts §
an Aftront ; and by the Civil Law, he who vindicates b
’hptu&ﬂm by Revenge incurs a capital Punifhment: Wi
applies himfelf to the Law for Reparation of an Offemt
done to his Honour, difgraces himielf; and who doesms
is cenfur’d and punif’d by the Law. Yet of thefetw
io difterent Things, both of them referring to one Hed,
the one has the Limrﬁe of Peace, the other of War
thole have the Profit, thci(, the Honour; thofe the Wifdon,
thefe the Virtue ; thofe the Word, thefe the Aétion ; the
juitice, thefe Valour;  thole hcafvn, thefe Force ; tho?
the z’awg Robe, thefe the fhort divided betwixt them.
For what concerns indifferent Things, as Clothes, Wit
would debaunch them from their true and real Ufe, whichs
the Body’s Service and Convenience, and upon whicht thet
ortgzml Graceand Decency depend, for the moft fantaftick

in my Opinion, that can be imag [in’d ;T will inftance?]

mongit others, our flat Caps, that Ton g Tail of Velvet th
].;.!1‘5, down from our Womens Heads, and that lafcivio
and abominable Mode! of 2 Member we cannot in Modelj
{o much as name, which neverthelefs we fha n‘cﬁ“ly fira
withal in Publick. Thefe Confiderations notwith hllulf

will not prevail upen any underft: inding Man to dec lineth
common Mode ; b'lt on the contrary, methinks all fing®
lar and particular Fafhions are rather Marks of Folly »T“
vain AffeCtation, than of found Reafon, and that awe
Man ought within to withdraw and retire his Soul 08
the Crowd, and there keep itat Liberty, and in Powet§
j{.ldg freely of ', Ihings ; but as to this outward uam anl
Appearance, z’biu,mmv to follow and conform himfelf @
the Fathion of the Time.  Publick Seciety has nothil§
ta a0 with-our Thoughts, -but the reft, asour A Etions, 0¥
Labou)
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Of Cuftomn and Law. 123

Iabours, our Fortunes, and our Lives, we are to lend
and abandon them to the common Opinion and publick
Service, as did that good and great Socrates, who refus'd
to preferve his Life by a Difobedience to the Magifirate,
though a very wicked and unjuft one : For it is the Rule
of Rules, and the general Law of Laws, that every one
obferve thofe of the Place wherein he lives.

et n~
Noposg emeclen voioin sy weloss ®ahiy,

"The Country’s Cuftom to obferve,
Is decent, and does Praife deferve.

Befides it is a very great doubt, whether any fo manifeft
Benefit and Advantage can accrue from the Altération of a
Law or Cuftom receiv’d, let it be what it will, as there is
Danger and Inconvenience in doing it ; forafmuch as Gos=
vernment is a StruCture compos'd of feveral Parts and Men »
bers join'd and united together, with fo firi Affinity and
Union, that it is almoft impofiible to fir fo much as one
Brick or Stone, but the whole Body will fettle-and be {en-
fible of it. The Legiflator of the Thurians ordain’d, That
whofoever would go about either to abolifh old Laws, or
to eftablith new, fhould prefent himfelf with a Halter
about his Neck to the People ; to the End, that if the In-
novation he would introduce fhould not be approv’d by
€very one, he might immediately be hang’d ; and that of
the Lacedzmonians made it the Bufinefs of his whole Life,
to obtain from his Citizensa faithful Promife, that none of
his Laws thould be violated. The Ephorus, who fo rudely
cat the two Strings that Phrynis had added to Mufick, never
flood-to examine whether that Addition made better Har-
mony, or that by that Means the Inftrument was more fall
and complete ; it was enough for him to condemn the In-
vention, that it was a Novelty, and an Alteration of theold
Fafh_mn, Which al{ois the Acaning of the 6ld rufty Sword,
Carried lf;efore the Magiftracy of Marfeilles. For my own
Part, [ fave myfelf a very great Averfion for Novelty,
what Face, or what Pretence foever it may carry along with
I, and have Reafon, having been an Eye-witnefs of ‘the
great Inconveniencies it has produc’d. A Man cannot, I
confefs, truly fay, that the Miferies, which for fo many
‘“'7”51- ave lain {o heavy upon the Kingdom of France,
A wiiolly occafion’d by it; but a Man may fay, and
K 2 with
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with Colour enough, that it was accidentally produci
and begot both the Mifchiefs and Ruins that are fing
continued both without and againft it, and it is principd
ly That we are accufe for thefe Diforders.

Heu patior telis wulnera faé?a meis ¥,

Alas! The Wounds I new endure
Which my own Weapons did procure.

'They who give the firft Shock to a State are volnntan
the firft over-whelm’d in it’s Ruin; the Fruits of publa
Commotion are feldom enjoy’d by him who was the i
Motor ; he only troubles the Water for another’s Net, ai
beats the Bufh whilft another gets the Hare. The Unif
and Contexture of this Monarchy having been manifel
in herold Age ripp’d and torn by this Thing call’d Inuote
tion, has fince laid open a J{ent. and given fufficient &
mittance to the like Irguncs n thefe latter Times. T
Royal M: Jbﬁ} does with greater Difficulty froop and defik
itfelf from the I[mgjht to the Middle; than it falls and toe
bles headlong from the Middle to the Foundation, Bt
the Invuuor- did the greater Mifchief, the Imitatorsa
more vicious, to follow Examples, of which they havelt:
and punifh both the Horror and the Offence. And if the
can be any Degree of Horror in 1ll doing, t]me laft arei
debted to the other for the Glory of contriving, and
Courage of making the firft Attempt. ~ All Sorts of ¥
Diforders eafily draw, from this primitive and over-flowi
Fountain, Examples and Precedents to trouble and difcor
pofe our GOVLiI‘mE‘Ft We read in our very Laws mi
for theRemedy of this firt Evil, the Beginning and Pretes®
of all Sorts of naughty Enterprifes ; and in Favour of p
lick Vices, give them new and more plaufible I Names fé
their Excufe, {weetning and ul‘fTLmng the lr true Tilé
which muft be done to win forfooth, and reclaim uh}—',
nefla oratio ¢ff, but the beft Pretence for Innovation i
very dfmg.,lous Confequence; and freely to fpeak s
Thoughts, it argues, methinks, a ftra nge Self-love, andt
great Prefnmpt:on of a Man’s {elf, to be fo fond of hisoi
Opinions, that a pnblick Peace muft be overchrown to et

—
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blith them, and rointroduce fo many inevitable Mifchiefs,
and fo dreadful a Corruption of Manners, as a Civil War,
and the Mutations of State confequent to it, always brings
in it’s Train ; and to introduce them ina Thing of {o high
Concern, into the Bowels of a Man’s own Country. Can
there be worfe Hufbandry than to fet up fo many certain
and detefted Vices, againft Errors that are only contefted,
and difputable whether they be fuch or no ? ‘And are there
any worfe Sort of Vices than thofe committed againft a
Man’s own Confcience, and the natural Light of his own
Reafon ; The Senate, upon the Difpute betwixt it and the
People about the Adminiftration of their Religion, was
bold enough to return: this Evafion for current Pay: Ad
Deos id magis quam ad fe pertinere ; ipfos wifuros, ne facra fua
polluantur : That thafe Things more belonged to the Gods 1o de-
termine, than 1o them 5 let them therefore have a Care their
Jacred Myfleries avere not profan’d : According to that the
Oracle anfwered to thofe of Delphos, who, fearing to be
1vaded by the Perfians, in the Median War, enquird of
Apolls, how they fhould difpofe of the holy Treafure of his
Temple, whether they fhould hide, or remove it to fome
other Place ? He return'd them Anfwer, thatthey fhould
ftir nothing from thence, and only take Care of them-
felves, for he was fufficient to look to what belong’d to him.
Chriftian Religion has allthe Marks of the utmoft Utility
and Juftice : But none more manifeft than  the fevere In-.
Jundtion it lays indifferently upon all to yield abfclute Cbe-
dience to the Civil Magiftrate, and to maintain and defend
the Laws : Of which, what a wonderful Example has the
divine Wifdom left us, who to work and eftablifh the Sal-
vation of Mankind, and to condu this his gloriousViéto-
¥ over Death and Sin, would do it after no other Way,
t at the Mercy of our ordinary Forms of Juftice, fubmit-
ting the Progrefs and Iffue of {o high, and fo {alutiferous
an }‘f.ﬂ'tff{ to the Blindnefs and Injuftice of our Cuftoms and
olervations, fuffering the innocent Blood of fo many of
hff‘_ﬁ]e&, and fo long a Lofs of fo many Years to the ma-
tring of this ineftimable Fruit ? Thereisa vait Differenee
ctwixt the Cafes of one that follows the Forms and Laws
of his Country, and another that will undertake to regulate
and change them; of which the Firft pleads Simplicity,
Ubedience and Example for his Excufe, who, whatever
) he
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ke fhall do, it cannot be Jmpam to Malice, ’tis atf
worlt but Misfortune. Quis eff enim, quen non moveat
?“’Iﬂ'ﬁ:‘?_".j m;;'",z;:,rf;/f'f ff-"?nm m’y’fa:r.f.f:fagne fm.‘:g‘mfm ¥ b
awbo is it that thrznm{y fafm’ and attefled awith foms
2 '9?3‘ us Menuments, camiot move ? Befides what fraf?a‘"a‘fﬂﬁl

hat Defe€t: is' nearer ally’d to Moderation than Exc

Phe other is’a much more rufling Gamefter: For wi
ever fhall take upon him to chufe; to alter, and toul
the Aumorny of Jud gn';* ought'to lcok w ell about hi

and make it his Bufirefs to difcover the Defeét of whatk
wml}d abolifh, and the Virtue of what heis about mw'
duce. 'This{o e'ﬂ}' and fo vulgar Confideration, i st
which fettled me in my Station, and kept even my mmofier
travagant and ungovern'd Youth under the Rei in, -foosk
to burthen my Shoulders with {o greata Weight, as to
'der myldf;ci‘pmtﬂbl& fora Science of that Import: ance; i
in this to dare, what in my better arnd more mature Juff
ment, I durft not do in the moft eafy, and md.f['a,lcnt!h.r::.
1 been inftrulted, and wherein the Temerity of |
ing.isof n 10 Confequence at all. It feeming to me veryi
juit to go aboutito fLL:,J_,L & publick and efta :blifh'd Cofts
andIn :if:'::ztw to the Weaknefs and Inftability of ape
vate and particularFancy, (for private Reafon is butap
vate juum.u.on) and to atte m t that upon the Div
which no Governm i

i
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mtroduce any Thing of Innovation:: And if fomet
the Divine Providence hath gone beyond the Rules!
which it has neceflarily bound and oblig’d us I‘.uh,' :
niot to give usany D.Jum ition to do F]“.'c famey thofeit
only Mafter-ftrokes of the Divine Hand, which weare i
to 'Imi::'-.:c butadmire; and extraordinaryExamples, ! Mard

of purpos’d hnﬂpvrf cular Teflimoniesof Power, of the N

ture of Miracles prefented before us for Manif Lﬂ..r‘om{
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Forces, which it would be Folly and Impiety to attempt
to reprefent and imitate ; and that we ought not to follow,
but to contemplate with the greateft Reverence and Afto-
nifhment : Arts proper for his Perfon who hasPower to do
them,and not for us.” Cotta very opportunely declares, that
when Matter of Religion isin Queftion, he will be governed
by 7. Coruncanus, P. Scipio, P. Scevola, who were the
High-Priefts, -and. not by Zeno, - Cleanthes, or Cryfippus,

_ who were Philofophers. God knows in the prefent Quar-

rel of our Civil War,where there are a hundred Articles to
dafh outand to putin, and thofe greatand very confiderable
ones too, how many there are who can truly boaft, they
have exatly and perfectly weighed and underftood: the
Grounds and Reafons of the one and the other Party. 'Tis
a Number (if it make any Number) that would beable to
procure. us very little Difturbance :  But what becomes of
all the reft 2 Under what Enfigns do.they march? In what
Quarter do they lye? Theirs havethe fameEftect with other
weak and ill applied Medicines, they have only {et the Hu-~
mours they would purge more violently in working, ftirred
and exafperated them by the Confliét, and left them fill be-
hind. The Apozem was ‘too weak to purge, but ftrong
enough to weaken us ; fo that it does not work, but we
keep 1t ftill in our Bodies, and reap nothing from the Ope-
ration but inteftine Gripes and Dolours ; {o it is neverthelefs,
that Fogtune fiill referving her Authority in Defiance of
whatever we are able to do or fay, does fometimes prefent
us with a Nccellity {o urgent, that ’tis requifite the Laws
fhould a little yield and give way 5 and when one oppofes
the Encreafe of an Innovation that thus intrudes itfelf by
Violence, to keep a Man’s felf in fo doing in all Places,and
1 all Things, within. the Bounds and Rules prefcribed,
againft thofe who have the Power, and to whom all Things
are lawful, that may any Way ferve to advance their De-
fign, who have no other Law nor Rule but what ferves beft
to their own Purpofe, is a dangerous Obligation, and an
intolerable Inequality.

Auditum nocendi perfids preefiat fides *.

So fimple Truth does her fair Breaft difarm,

And gives to Treachery a Power to harm.

* Seneca in Ocdip. A 3. Scene 1.
K 4 Forafmuch
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Forafmuch as the ordinary Dif; fcipline of a healthf
State does not pl*‘"-’.i& againit thefe extraordina ry Acc
ents, fhe pre-fuppofes a Boh* that fupports itfelf in it
pri mcipal Members and Offices,; and a common Confent
It's Law ience and:Obfervation. A le oal Proceec ling &

d, heavy, ..r‘u conftrained, and not fit to ma nmlicad‘
gainit a headfirong and unbridled P roceeding. * ['is knows
to be:to this Uc.y cait in the Dith of thofe two great e,
O&awins and Cato, d:r, two Civil Wars of bq[ﬂx and
Cz/far, tha t:.J;LJ would rather fuffer. their Gountry to up-
dergo the laft Extremic than to relieve their Fellow G
trzem at.the Ixy it’s Laws, or to be auilty of an
dinovation ; for,qin Truth; vinsthefelat i\t’l’“t:ﬂlL!l'L- whers
there 1s no other Remedy,” it:would perauwn ture be mop
{l“-crr'eﬂy done, to *’c@rpj and yield a little to receive tht
Blaw, than b} npwmw without Pofiibility of doing anf
good, to g,m_ CUccefion to Violence to trample all w**"
¥oot 5.and better to make the Laws do'what they can, when
tu“‘. cannot do what they would. - Afrer¢his Mafiner d

uf d them for four and twenty Hours, and ¢
ted a D Jay in the Calendar, and that othe

p,.

WCNCE @)

who'in the Month of Fane made a Second of M . The

Lacedzmonians xhemfclveq who were fo l’L]!Df]OUH Obfer
vers of the Laws of their Country, being i’tmxrrw by ot
of their-own Edi&s, by which it was expre {ly forbiddes
to chufe the fame Man to be Admiral 3 and on the othe
Side, their Affairs neceflarily requiring, ~that Lyfandr
fhould again take n}-ur him tha LL"r"nde‘!d, they maté
one Arates Admiral,’tis true; but withal,  Lyfander went
£ ‘.Ferun:, ndant of thc Navy. = And by the fame Subtily
and Equivocation; one of 1}1:.,11‘ Embaffadors being fentt0
the Athenians to oH“tin the Revocation of fome Decret,
and Pericles rem ﬁ,.LLI".u-..” to him, “that it was forbid @
take away the Tablet, wherein a L-Lw hud once been en
grofied, he advifed him to turn it only, that 'rcing not for-
bidden at all ;- and’ Péwzarch commends Phii rJrF?m?z, that
being born to Command, he knew how to do it, not ol
acco -fhrltr to the Laws, but alfo to over-rule even the Laws
mielves, when the publick Neceflity fo required.
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Farious Events from the fame Counfel,

dgues Amiot, great Almoner of France, one Day related
J to me this Story, much to the Honour of a Prince of
ours {and ours he isupon {everal very good Accounts, though
originally of forcign Extrattion) that in the time of our
irft Commotions at the Siege of Rouen, this Prince,
having been advertifed by the Queen-Mother of:a Con-
piracy againft-his Life, and in her Letters particulir
Notice being given him of the Perfon who was to execute
the Bufinefs- (who was a Gentleman of Anjou, or elfe of
Mayne, and who to this Effe@® did" frequently haunt this
Prince’s Houfe) difcovered not the leaft Syllable of this In-
telligence to any one whatever, but going the next Day to
St. Karbarine’s Mount, from whence our Battery play’d
againtt the Town (for it was during the Time of a Siege)
and having in Company with him the faid Lord Almoner,
and another Bithop, he was prefently aware of this Gen-
tleman, who had been denoted to him, and prefently
caufed him to be called into his Prefence ; to whom being
come before him, feeing him pale, and trembling with
the Confcience of his Guilt, he thus faid, Monfieur fuch a
one; You already guefs what Ihave to fay to you, your Coun=
tenance difcovers ity and therefore *tis in wain to difguife your
Pradice s for I am fo avell informed in your Bufinefs, that
it will but make warfe for you, to go about to conceal or to deny
i3 you know wery avell fuch and fuch Paffages, (which was
the moft fecret Circumftances of his Confpiracy) and
therefore be Jure, as you tender your owon Life, to confefs to me
the wwhale Truth. of " your Defign. The poor Man feeing
bimfelf thus trapped, and convinced (for the whole Bufinefs
had been difcovered to the Queen by one of the Com-
}211035) was in-fo great a Confufion, he knew not what to
G0 but joining his Hands to fue and beg for Mercy,
¢ meant to throw himfelf at this Prince’s Feet, who
taking him up proceeded to fay, Come on, Sir, and tell me,
bave
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we Lat any time beretofore done you any Inj nury 2 or hay
!Qu;fuf; my particular Hatred or juq:af.e ﬂ’fa(m offendds
Kin jwwz or Friend of yours 2 It is not above three Wedsi)
Lhave known you ; What Inducement then could 710U iy
attempi my Death 2. Towhich the Gentleman, with af
blmg V Uu:{.‘, Tepi zed That it avas no ‘irrzr.z'z{:z/err (;wu-
bad to' his Perfon, a’m the general ﬂ:fﬂr.y." and Coneern |
Party, and that be bad f:rm‘ put upon it by fome wuho ,‘:*-ez.::';-
fusaded bim it cwvould be a meritorious A s by any Mears
extirpate fo great and fo powe rful an Enemy of - their Relg
Weil, faid the Prince, J awill nowy Lt o fee, how much
charitable the Rel 2, than n’u.f uk
Jou profefs 5. Yours per fuaded you to f.’”‘? me, withaut heary
&0 Jfr.—:l;zr’ and witbout ever bawin 8- DLUVEN You any C('.Jffﬁj

; 5 A .
rL:’ ra dbar A Lu’s_»..-;.f:

J fence.3 and minecommands me to , o:ra Ve Yo, €O ?"”FJ; 2 as

are, by your own Confiffion, of a Defion to murther men
eat Reafon.  Get you gowe, that 1 fee you no, more ; ondyp
ke Wife, e.“,*_".-‘-;‘::_,f'_-_,-' 4 muf vrard b woneficr Men  for your C.M'H"a
% your Le a’:uf, The Emp eror Auguflus, bcmg mﬁua
had certain Information ¢ ((‘T- piracy L. Cima w
cont againit him, who, thereupon refolved toms
A..ulpu ; and. to that End fent to {ummonh
o meet  the next Morning in Council ; butt
between he pafled over wit i=n'auic£nefs of M
a':onﬁd ing that he was to put to Deatl a young Ma, ¢
an illuftrious Famuly, and Nephew to the great Posy
which made him break out into feveral Ejaculations
Paffion ; What then, faid he, fhall it be faid that Iliwet
perpetual Anxiety, and continual Alarm, and fuffan
Aflaffins in the mean Time to walk Abmau at Liber
;ﬂz'ui he go unpunifthed after L:nrmg3 confpired 2 g«mm
Life, a Life I have hitherto defended in {o m;my cvil Wan
and {o many Battles both Ly Land and Sea ? Andalt
having ettled an m‘wcddl Peace. of t':(: whote Work
hall this w":ﬁ be pardoned, W ho has confpired not onlyd
murther, but to facrifice me ? For the (_.[f‘ipdiuC}" wast
Eill him at Sacrifice.  After which, remaining for{om
:iine filent, he begun again ]cudc:. and ftraining b
voice more than before to exclaim againft ,“mﬂm a
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fay, Why liveft thou? If it be for the good of mi
1 i A [ 'I1"
that thou fhouldft die ? Muft there be no End of il
Revenges and Cruelties? Is thy Life of fo great Vo
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that fo many Mifchiefs muft be done to preferye it ? His
Wife Liwia, {ecing him in this Perplexity ; Will you take
a Woman’s Counfel, faid fhe? Do as the Phyficians do,
who, when the ordinary Recipe’s will do no good, make
Trial of the contrary. By Severity you have hitherto pre-
vailed nothing ; Lepidus has followed Savidienus, Murena
Lepidus, Cezpio Maurena, and Ignasius Capio.  Begin now
and try how Sweetnefs and Clemency will {ucceed. Cinna
is convi&, forgive him, he will never henceforth have the
Heart to hurt thee, and it will be an Act of Glory. Augufius
was glad that he had met with an Advocate of his own
Humour ;. wherefore having thanked his Wife, and in the
Morning countermanded his Friends he had before {um-
moned to Council, he commanded €izua all alone to be
brought to him ; who being come, and a Chair by his
Appointment fet him, having commanded every one out
of the Room, he {pake to him after this Manner : In the
firlt Place, Cinna, I demand of thee patient Audience; do
not interrupt me in what Iam about to fay, and I will af-
terwards give thee Time and Leifure to aniwer. 'Thou
knoyeft, Cinna, that having taken theePrifoner in theEne-
mies:Camp, and that an Enemy not only made, but born
fo, I gave thee thy Life, reftored thee all thy Goods,and
finally put thee in fo good a Pofture, by my Bounty, of
Living well and at thy Eafe, that the Victorious envy’d
the Conquer’d. 'The Sacerdotal Office which thou madeft
Suit to me for, I conferred upon thee, after having deny’d
it to others, whofe Fathers have ever born Arms in my
Service : And after fo many Obligations thou haft under-
taken to kill me. At which Cinna crying out, that he was
very far from entertaining any fo wicked a Thought:
Thou doft not keep thy Promife, Cinna, (continued Augu-
Jias) that thou would{t not interrupt me. Yes thou haft under-
taken to murther me in fuch a Place, fuch a Day, in fuch
and fuch Company, and in fuch a Manner. At which
Words feeing Cinna aftonithed and filent, not upon the
Account of his Promife fo to be, but interdifted with the
Confcience of his Crime ;; Why, proceeded Auzufius, to
what End would’ft thou do it? Is it to be Emperor?
Believe me, the Republick is in a very bad Condition, if
Iam the only Man betwixt thee and the Empire. Thou
art not able {o much as to defend thy own Houfe, and but

t'other
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tother Day waft baflled in a Suit, by the oppofed Intereft¢
a mean manumitted Slave. Whar haft chou neither Meam
nor Power in any other Thing, but enly to: attempt agsin
Cezfar? I quit'Claim to the Empire, if there is no othe
but I to ohm uft thy Hopes:” Can’ft thou believe; that Pa
Jus, that Fabius, that the Caffians-and Serwilians, andl
many noble Rar.r.‘.ﬂ, not only fo in Title, but whol
their Virtue honour their Nobil lity, would {uffer or endun
thee ? After this, and a great deal more that he faid tohin,
{for he was two long Iir)ma in fpeaking) Well, Cinna; &
thy Way, {aid he, 1 again give thee that Life in the Qu
Yity of a Traitor and” aiPa rricide, which ‘1 ence befﬂ.d
gave thee in the Quality of an J:;wemv Let Friendhy
from this Time forward begin ‘betwixt us, and let usty
to make it appear whether [ have given, or thou haftr:
ceived thy Life with the better Faith ; and fo dcpdr ed from
him. - Sciie Time after, he preférréd him to the conful
D'g 1ty, -LJ"‘p":ﬂ ng, tlult he had not the Confidence
demand 1t ; had him ever after for his very great Frien,
and was at laft made by hlm fole Heir to ull his Eftate
Now from the Time of this Aceident, which befel A
j’.ru in the fortieth Year of his Age, he never had any Con
fpiracy or Attempt againft him, ‘and therein reaped the d&
Reward of this his fo gem:rma and exemplary Clemend:
But it did not fo well fucceed with ourPrince in the forme
Story ; his Moderation and Mercy not being fufficient fot0
fecure him, that he did not afterwards h.i, into the Toil
of the like Treafon : So vain and frivolous a Thing 5
human Prudence ; and in Spite of ‘all our Projeéts, Coutr
fels and Precautions, For rtune will i1l be Miitrefs of Events
We repute Phyfi cians fortistiate- when thev hit upon 2
lucky Care, as if there was no other Art but theirs thit
could not fland upon it’s own Legs, and whofe Foundation
are too weak to fuaﬂo"r itfelf upon it’s Bafis, and as if
no other Art ftood in Need of Fortune’s Hand to aﬂ:i’tmlu
Operations. - For my Part, Fthink of Phyfick as much
Good or 11l as any one would‘have me : For, ‘Thanks beto
God, we have no great Traffick toge*i er. Iam of aquee
contrary Humour to other Men, for Ialways uup-.e it; but
when [am :110’ inftead of recanting, or entring into Con-
P"h'[l'iml with it, I'begin yet more to hate, naufeate, &

fear it, telling “themn who importune me to enter int0 2
Courfé
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Courfe of Phyfick, thatthey muft give meT'ime to recover
my Strength and Health, that I may be the bette}- able to
{opport and encounter the Violence and Danger of the Po-
tion: So that I fill let Nature work, fuppoling her to be
fufficiently armed with Teeth and Claws to defend herfelf
from the Affaults of Infirmity, and to uphold that Contex-
ture, the Diffolution of which fhe fliesand abkors: For I
am afraid, left inftead of aflifting her when grappled, and
firaggling with the Difeafe, I fhould afliit her Adverfary,
and procure new Work, and new Accidents to encounter.
Now I fay, that not in Phyfick only, but in other more
certain Arts, Fortune has a very great Intereft and Share.
The poetick' Raptures, and thole prodigious Flights of
Fancy, that ravifh'and tranfport the Author out of himfelf,
why fhould we not attribute them to his good Fortune, fince
the Poet him{elf confefles they exceed his Sufficiency and
Force, and acknowledges them to proceed from fomething
elfe than himfelf, and has them no-more in his Power than
the Orators {ay they have thofe extraordinary Motions and
Agitations that fometimes pulh them beyond their Defign.
Itis the fame inPainting, where Touches fhall fometimes
flip from the Hand of the Painter, fo {orpafling both his
Fancy and his Art, as to beget his own Admiration. But
Fortune does yet more accidentally manifeft the Share fhe has
1n all ‘Things of this Kind, by the Graces and Elt‘gancies
are found out in them, not only beyond the Intention, but
even without the Knowledge of the Artift. A judicious
Rcader does often find out in other Men’s W’ritings, other
Kind of Perfetions, and findsin them a beter Senfe and
more quaint Expreflion than the Author himfelf either in-
tended or perceived.  And, as to military Enterprizes anid
Executions, every one fees how greata Hand Fortune has in
all thofe Affairs ; even in our very Counfels and Delibera-
tions there muft certzinly be fomething of Chance and good
Luck mixed with human Prudence, forall that our Wifdom
can do zlone is no great Matter ; the more piercing, quick,
and npprehenﬁve it is, the weaker it finds itfelf, and is by
fo much mereapt to miftruit it's own Virtue. I am of $yila’s
QP} nion, and when I mofk {tritly and nearer Hand examine
the moft glorious Exploits of War, I perceive, methinks,
that thofe who carry them on, make Ufe of Counfel and
Debate only for Cuftom’s Sake, and leave the beft Part of

the
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the Enterprize to Fortune, and relying upon her Faygy
and Affiftance, tranf{grefs at every Turn the Bounds of M
litary Condu®, and the Rules of War, There happen
fometimes accidental Alacrities and ftrange Furies in they
Deliberations, that for the moft Part prompt them to folloy
the worft, and worft grounded Counfels, and that fiel
their Courages beyond the Limits of Reafon: From whene
it falls out, that many great Captains, to juftify thofe teme
rarious Deliberations, have been forced to tell their Soldier,
that they were by fome Infpiration and good Omen encos
raged and invited to fuch Attempts®. Wherefore, in th
Doubt andUncertainty that the Short-fightednefs of huma
Wifdom to fee and chufe the beft, (by Reafon of the Difi
colties that the various Accidents and Circumftances o
Things bring along with them) does perplex us withal, the
fureft Way, in my Opinion, did no other Confiderationin-
vite us to it, were to pitch upon that wherein is the greate
Appearance of Honefty and Juftice, and not being certiin
of the fhorteft, to go the ftraighteit and moft direct Way;
as in thefe two Examples I have before laid down, therei
no Queftion to be made but it was more noble and generots
in him who had received the Offence, to pardon it, as thef
both did, than to do-otherwife 5 and if the former mifcr
ried iniit, he is not neverthelefs to be blamed for his good
Intention : Neither does any one know if he had proceedel
otherwife, whether by that Means he had avoided the End
his Deftiny had appointed for him; and he had however
loft the Glory of fo generous an A&. You will find in
Hiftory many who have been in this Apprehenfion, thit
the moit Part have taken the Courfe to meet, and prevent
Confpiracies by Punifhment and Revenge : But I find but
very few who have reap’d any Advantage by this Proceeding,
witnefs fo many Roman Emperors: And whoever finds him-
felf in this Danger ought not to expet much, either from
his Vigilancy or Power; for how hard a Thing is it fora
Man to fecure himfelf from an Enemy,who lyes concealed
under the Countenance of the moft officions Friend w¢
have, and to difcover and know the Wills and inward
Thoughts of thofe who are continually doing us Service!

e

* Monyc in his Commentariffe.
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"Tis to much Purpofe to have a Guard of Strangers about
a Man’s Perfon, and to be always fénced about witha Pale
of armed Men ; whofoever defpifes his own Life, is always
Matter of that of another Man’s. And moreover, this conti-
nual Sufpicion, that makesa Prince jealous of all theWorld,
mut of Neceffity be a ftrange T'orment to him, and therefore
it was, that Dion, being advertis'd that Callipus watch’d aik
Opportunities to take away his Life, had never the Heart
to enquire more particularly into it, faying, That he had
rather die, than live in that Mifery that he muft continu-
ally ftand upon his Guard, not only againit his Enemies,
but his Friends alfo ; which Alexander much more lively
manifefted in Effeét, when having Notice by a Letter from
Parmenio, that Philip, his moft belov’d Phyfician, was by
Darius's Money corrupted to poifon him, at the {ame Time
that he gave the Letter to Philip to read, fupp’d off the Po-
tion he had brought him. Was not this by fuch a Refolu-
tion to exprefs, that if his Friends had a Mind to difpatch
him out of the World, he waswilling to give them Oppor-
tunity to do it? ThisPrince isindeed the fovereign Prece-
dent of all hazardous Actions ; but I do not know whether
there be another Paflage in his Life wherein there 1s fo
much Steadinefs and Conftancy asin this, nor {o illuftrions
an Image of the Greatnefs of his Mind. Thofe who preach
to Princes fo circum{peét, and vigilanta Jealoufy and Dif-
truft under Colour of Security, preach to them Ruin and
Difhonour. Nothing noble can ever be perform’d with-
out Danger. I know a Perfon, naturally of a very great,
daring and enterprizing Courage, whofe good Fortune is
continually prevented, and forcftall’d by futh Perfuafions,
that he muoft retire into the Grofs of his own Body, and
keep thofe he knows are his Friends continually about
him, that he muft not hearken to any Reconciliation with
his ancient Enemies, that he muft ftand off, and not truft
his Perfon in Hands ftronger than his own, what Promifes
or Offers foever they make him, or what Advantages fo-
ever he may {ee before him. And I know another, whe
has unexpettedly made his Fortune by following a con-
trafy Advice. Courage, the Reputation and Clory of
which Men feek with fo greedy an Appetite, reprefents
and fets itfelf out when Need requires, as magnificently in
Querpo, asin the neatelt Arms; ina Clofet; asawvell as a
2 Camp;
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Camp 3 and this over-circumfpe&t and wary Prudence jis
mortal Enemy to all high and generous Exploits. Sf}llil;‘g’.:‘:
found the Intentions of Sypbax, leaving his Army, andabas
doning Spain, not yet {ecure nor well fettled in his ng
Conquelt, could pafs over into 4frick with only twoom
temptible Vefiels, to commit himfelf, inan Enemy's Cou
try, to the Power of a Barbarian King, to a Faith unty!
and unknown, without Precaution, without Hottage, unde
the fole Security of the Greatnefs of. his Courage, his god
Fortune, and the Promife of his elevated Hopes. Habs
Jides iplam plerumque fidem f,-z'f-'.f'z'arar *.  Trufl oftentinus oi-:':'g;_:
Fidelity.  On the contrary, Fear and Diffidence invitea
draw on Injury and Offence. The moft miftroftful of sl
our Kings fettled his Aftairs principally by voluatany
giving up his Life and Liberty into his Encmies Hant
by that Aétion manifefting that he had an abfolute Co
fidence in them, to the End they might repofe as greats
Aflurance in him. C=/ar did only oppole the Authoriy
of his Countenance, and the Sharpnefs of his Rebukesi0
lus mutinous Legions, and rebellious Army:
-flétit agere fulti,
Cefpites, intrepidus wultu, meruitque timeri
Nil metuens +.
Upon a Parapet of Turf he ficod,
His manly Face with Refolution fhone,
And froze the Mutineers rebellious Blood,
Challenging Fear from all by fearing none.
But it is true withal, that this undaunted Affurancet
not to be reprefented in it’s true and lively Form, but by {uch
whom the Apprehenfion of Death, and the worft that ¢
hal_;:uenj does no Way terrify and affright; for to repreitil
2 pretended Refolution with a pale and doubtful Counte
nance, and trembling Limbs for the forc’d Service of &
important Reconciliation, will effe&t nothing to purpolt
"T1s an excellent Way to gain the Heart, and conquer th
Will of another, to fubmit, and intruft a Man% Perfon
to him, provided it appear to be frankly done, and withok
the Conftraint of Neceflity, and in fuch a Condition, thata
Man manifeftly does it out of a pure and intire Confidence

i

* Livius, + Lucar. /. 5.
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in the Party, atleaft with a Countenanée clear from any
Cloud of Sufpicion. When I wasaBoyIfawa Gentleman,
who was Governor of a great City, upen Occafion of a
popular Commation -and Fury, mot knowing what other
Courfe to take, go out of a Place of very great Strength
and Security, and commit himfelf to the Mercy of a fedi-
tious Rabble, in Hepes by that Means to appeafe the Tu-
mult before it grew to a more formidable Head : But it
wasill for him that he did fo, for he was there miferably
flain. But neverthelefs I am nét of Opinion that he com-
mitted fo great an Error in going out, as Men commonly
reproach his Memory with, as he did in choofing a gentle
and {ubmiflive Way for the effeCting his Purpofe, and in
endeavouring to quiet this Storm, ratherby obeying than
tommanding, aiid by Entreaty rather than Remonftrance:s
Lam rather inclined to believe, that a gracious Severity,
with a Soldier-like way of commandifig, full of Security,
and Confidence fuitable to the Quality of his Perfon, and
the Dignity of his Command, would have {ucceeded bet-
®rwith him ; at leaft, he had perifh’d with greater De-
¢elicy and Reputation. There is nothing fo little to be ex-
pected, or hop’d for from that many-headed Monfter the
Mob, when incens’d, as Humanity and Good-nature ; it is
much more capable of Reverence and Fear. 1 fhould alfo
Teproach him, that, having taken a Refolution (which in
my Judgment was rather brave than rafh) to expofe him-
felf weak and naked in this tempeftuous Sea of enraged
Franticks, he ought boldly to have ftemm’d the ‘T'orrent;
2nd to have borne himfelf bravely aloft ; whereas coming
to difcover his Danger nearer Hand, and his Nofe there.
Upon happening to bleed, he again chang’d thatfubmiflive
ad fawning Countenance ke had at firft put on, into an-
Other of Fear and Amazement, filling both his Mouth and
¢ with Entreaties and Tears, and in that Pofture en-
vavouring to withdraw and fecure his Perfon ; that Car-
rage more enflam’d their Fary, and foon brought the Ef-
sof it upon him. Upon a certain Occafion and in z
rain Place, fome, who had no honeft Meaning, order’d
that there fhould be a general Mafter of i‘eveml?lﬁro‘ops in
Arms (for that is the moft proper Scene of fecret Revenges,
and there is no Place where they can be executed with

. griitgr SIafety) and there were publick zand- fanifeft
s I

Appear-
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Appearances, that there was no fafe ‘coming for fon
whofe principal and neceflary Office it was to view thes
Whereupon 2 Confultation was call’d and {everal Coust
were propos'd, as in-a Cafe that was not only very ik
of great Difficulty, but of important Confequence, M
amongft the reft; was, that they fhould by all Meansait
giving any Sign of Sufpicion, but that the Officersé
were moft in Danger fhould boldly go, and withches
and ere@ Countenances ride boldly and confidently thug
the Files agd Divifions, and that inftead of fparingls
(which the Advice of the major Part tended to)
fhould defire the Captains to command the Soldierstogs
round and full; Volleys in Honour of the Spefiatos &
not to. {ave their Powder : Which: was -accordingly
and had. fo good an Effectas not only to pleafe and on
the fufpetted Troops, but.from thenceforth to begé
mutual and falutary Confidence and Intelligence amiy
them. I look upon:Falius Cefar’s Way of g:t.iningfﬁ’.:i
Affetions to him, as the beft, and moft plaufible,#
can poflibly be: put in Pratice. | Firft, he try'dbf U
mency. to- make himfelf belov’d even by his very &
mies, contenting himfelf in detected Confpiracies &
publickly to declare, that he was pre-acquainted withi®
which being done, he took a noble Refolution to eXf
without Solicitude or Fear, whatever might be theb#
wholly refigning himfelf up to the Protection of thel
and Fortune : For queftionlefs in this very Eftate he
at the Time when he was kill'd.’ AStranger having
lickly faid, that he could teach Dionyfrus, the Ty
Syracufe; an infallible way to find outand difcover alle
Confpiracies-his: Subjets fhould contrive againft Db
he would give him a-good Sum of . Money for his Fee
Dionyfius; hearing of. it, caus'd the Man to be brois
him, .that he. might learn an Art fo neceflary 10 his
fervation ; and. having afked him by what Art he 24
make: {uch Difcoveries, the Fellow made Anfwen &
all the Art he knew, was, That he fhould give him#”
i 2 fterwards boaft, that he had obtain’d 2 ﬂ“
from. him.. Dionyfius lik’d the Invention, e
ans'd fix_hundred Crowns to: be counted®
likely he fhould givedo great:lhf-?

own; but tipon the Account of {fome &3
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dinary Difcovery, the Belief of which ferv’d to keep his
Egemies.in Awe. Princes however do very wifely, to pub-
lith the Informations they receive of all the Pratices a-
gainft their Lives, to poffefs Men with an Opinion ‘that
they have fuch good Intelligence, and fo many Spies abroad,
“that nothing can be plotted againft them, but they have
immediate Notice of it. The Duke of Athens did a great
many ridiculous 'Things to eftablifh his new Tyranny over
Fhrence : But this efpecially was moft remarkable; that
having receiv’d the firft Intimation of the Confpiracies the
People were hatching againit him, from Mattbeo di Morofo,
one of the Confpirators, he prefently put him to Death, to
flifie that Rumour, that it might not be thought any of the
City diflik’d his Government. Iremiember to have former-
ly'read a Story of fome Roman of great Quality, who, flying
the Tyranny of the Trizmwvirate, had a thoufand Times, by
the Subtilty of as many Inventions, efcap’d from falling
into the Hands of thofe that purfu’d him. It happened
one Day, that a Troop of Horfe which was fent out to
take him pafs'd clofe by a Brake where he wasfquat, and
mifi’d very narfowly of fpying him : But he confidering,
upon the Inftant, the Pains and Difficulties wherein he had
folong continued, to evade the ftrict and continual Searches
every Day made for him, the little Pleafure he could hope
for in fuch a Kind of Life, and How much better it was for
him to dieonce for all, than te be perpetually at this Paf3,
hé ftarted from his Seat h imielf,-call'd them back, fhew’d
them his Hiding-Place, and voluntarily deliver’d himfelf
up to their Cruelty, by that Means to free both himfelf and
them from farther Trouble. . To invite 2 Man’s Enemies
to Come and cut his Throas was 2 Refolution that appears
a little extravagant and odd ; and yet I think he did better
to.take that Courfe, thaa to live in a Duotidian Ague, for
which there was no-Cure. But feeing all the Remedies 2
Man can apply to {uch -a Difeafe are full of Unduietnefs
and uncertain, 'tis better with a manly Courage t:fprcpar-:
one’s {elf for the wor ¢ can happen, and fo extract fome
Confolation from this; that we are-nobeertain the Thing
We fear will ever come to pilfs. ' i

i
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G AP RNEV,
Of Pedantry.

Was often, whena Boy, wonderfully concern’d to fesit

the Jtalian Farces a Pedant always brought in for ti
tool of the Play, and that. the Title of Magifler wasinm
greater Reverence amongft us ; for being deliver'd upt
their Tuition, what could I do lefs than to be jealousd
their Honour and Reputation ? I fought, I confefs, to g
cufe them by the natural Incompatibility betwixt the vl
gar Sort, and Men of a finer Thread, both in Judgmet
and Knowledge, forafmuch as they go a quite contug
Way to one another: But inthis, the "Thing I moft ftumbki
at was, that the braveft Men were thofe who moft defpisl
them ; witne(s our famous Poet Du Bellay,

Mais je bay par fur tout un feavoir pedantefgue *,

But of all Sorts of Learning, that
Of the Pedant I moft do hate.

And they us'd to do fo in former Times ; for Plutarch fays
that Gracian and Scholar were Names of Reproach 2l
Contempt amongft the Romans. But fince, with the bett
Experience of Age, I find they had very great Reafont
do {o, and that magis magnos Clericos non funt magis maghi
Sapientest. The greateft Clerks are nor the awifefh Men. B
whence it fhould come to pafs, that a Mind enrich’d wit
the Knowledge of {o many Things fhould not becont
more quick and fpritely, and that a grofs and vulgar Ut
derftanding fhould yet inhabit there, without correcting
improving itfelf, where all the Difcoutfes and Judgme®
of the greateft Wits the World ever had are colleéted 2
fror’d up, Iam yet to feek. To admit fo many frarg
Conceptions, {o great and fo high Fancies, it is necellif

—

* Du Bellay. + Rabelais.
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{asa young Lady, and one of the greateft Princefles of the
Kingdom, faid once to me) that a Man’s own be erowded,
and {queez’d together into a lefs Compafs, to make Room
for the other. I fhould be apt to conclude, thatas Plants
are {uffocated and drown’d with too much Nourifhment,
and Lamps with too much Qil, fo is the ative Part of the
Underftanding with too much Study and Matter, which be-
being embarra{s’d and confounded with the Diverfity of
Things, isdepriv'd of the Force and Power to difengage it-
felf ; and that by the Preffure of thi Weight, it is bow’d;
fubje@ed, and rendred of no Ufe. But it isquite otherwife,

, for a Soul firetches and dilates itfelf proportionably as it

fills, And in the Examples of elder Times we fee, quite
contrary, Menvery proper for publick Bufinefs, great Cap-
tains, and great Statefmen, very learned withal ; whereas
the Philofophers, a Sort of Men retir’d from all publick Af-
fairs, have been fometimes alfo defpis’d, and render’d con-
temptible by the comical Liberty of their own Times;
their Opinions and Singularity of Manners making them
appear, to Men of another Method of Living, ridiculous
and abfurd. Would you make them Judges of a Contro-
verfy of common Right, or of the Altions of Men ? They
are ready to take it upon them, and ftraightbegin to exa-
mine, if he has Life, if he has Motion, if Man be any other
thanan Ox ? What it is'todo, and to fuffer ? And what Ani-
mals, Law, and Juftice are? Do they fpeak of the Magi-
ftrates ? >T'is witha rude, irreverent, and indecent Liber-
1. Do they hear a Prince, or a King commended for his
Virtue ? They make no more of him than of a Shepherd,
Goatherd, or Neatherd ; a lazy Corydon, that bufies him-
{elf only about milking and fhearing his Herds and Flocks,
and that after the rudeft Manner. Do you repute any Man
the greater for being Lord of two thoufand Acresof Land ?
They laugh at fuch a pitiful Pittance, as laying Claim
themfelves to the whole World for their Pofeffion. Do
you boaft of your Nobility and Blood, being defcended
from feven rich fucceflive Anceftors ? They will look up-
on you with an Eye of Contempt, as Men who have not
a night Idea of the univerfal Image of Nature, and that do
1ot confider how many Predeceflors every one of us has
had, Rich, Poor, Kings, Slaves, Greeks.and Barbarians.
find though yau were the fiftieth Defcent from Hercules,they

L3 B look
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look upon it as a great Vanity, {o highly to value this,whid
1s only a Gift of Fortune. And eventhusdid the yulgarSa
of Men naufeate them, as Men ignorant of the Beginningt
Things, wherezll T'hings were common, accufing the m*:'
rt;'L.m ption and Infolence. But this P/atonick Pi Gureish
different from that thefe Pedants are prc‘nnici by : Fu
thofe were envied for raifing them{elves above the comma
Sortof Men, for defpifing rhe ordinary Aétions and Offi
of Life, forhaying affumed a particular and inimitableWs
of living, and for ufing a certain Method-of Bombaft al
obfolete L'lrgl.mge, quite different from the ordinary Wi
of Spea ““'o 'ftlL thefe are contemn’d for being as mui
bel ow the ufua ! Form, as incapable of pubhca Employ
ment, for ic-?dmg a Life, and conforming themfelvesn
the mean and vile qur“m of the Vulgar, Od; homits
ignava apfra Psz:’q;a.-} ica Sententia®, f)’m‘fg Mesn auhg tak
like Philofophers, but doaworfe than the mofi [lathful .sfﬂ’
For what concerns thole frue Philof {ophers, I muft negds
fay, that if they were great in Scient - they were J
much greater in Aftion. . And, as it is {aid u'f ']1" fL’E'
metrician of Syracufe +, who hav
his Contempla ;_ |, to put fome
:11[1 EJCI‘,,IU Oi’ 1318
dful
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of which thefe hly cryd

) he accounted but trivial EXpek

mentds, 4 nd inferior Models : -:J;J :?:&_‘:.'} 1‘,'[;.311m*g;'t1‘.-€}-‘ havt
Leen put upon the Proof of A&ion, have been feen t0 1

to fo high a Pitch, as made it very well appear, their Sols

wereftrangely elevated, and enrich’d with the Knowledgt
0fThmg= th fome of them '"Lung the Reins of Govert

ment 1n the Hands of 'm]ou.nt and _unfkilful Men, hast
avoided all Places and Jnte efl in the Magagement of Af
tairs; and he who demanded of Lu tes, How long it W&
’mcci"._ry to nhhumpuwe receiv’d this Anfwer, 11”0-'

Armies (faid he) are no more commanded by Fools 2%
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Coxcombs. Heraclitus refign’d the Royalty to his Brother;
and to the Ephefians, who reproach’d him that he fpent his
Time in playing with Boys before the Temple 5 s 7r ot
better, faid he, todo fo thanto [it at the Helmn of Affairsin
your Company 2 'Others having their Imagination advanc'd
abovethe Thoughts of the World and Fortune, have leok’d
apon the Tribunals of Juftice, and even the Thrones of
Kings, with an Eye of Contempt and Scorn; infomuch
that Empedocles refas’'d the Royalty that the Agrigentines of-
fer'd to him.  Thales, once inveighing in Difcourfe againt
the Pains and Care Men put themfielves to to become rich,
was anfwer’d by one in the Company, that he did like the
Fox, who found ‘Fault with what he could" not obtain.
Whereupon he had a Mind, forthe Jeft's Sake, to thew them
the ‘contrary; and having upon this ' Occalion for once
made a Mutter of all his Wits, wholly to employ them in
the Service of Profit, he fet a Traffick ‘on Foot, which in
one Year brought him in‘greater Riches than the moft ex-
erienced in that Trade could, with all their Induftry,
have raked together in the whole Courfe of their Lives.
That which 4riffotle reports of fome who faid of him, A-
naxagoras,and others of theirProfeflion, that they were wife
but not prudent, -in not applying their Study to more pro-
fitable Things (though I do not welldigeftthisnice Diftine-
tion) will not however ferve to excufe my pedantick Sortof
Men ; for to fee thelow and neceflitous Fortune wherewith
they are content, we have rather Reafon to pronounce that
they are neither wife nor prudent. But letting this firft
Reafon alone, I think it better to fay, that this Inconve-
nience proceeds from their applying theml{elves the wrong
Way to the:Study.of Sciences; and that after the Manner
we are inftruéted, it is noWonder if neither the Scholars nox
the Mafters become, though more learned, evet the wifer,
of ‘miore fic for Bufinefs. In plain Fruth, the Cares and
E!{pence our Parents are at in‘our Education ‘point at no-
thing, buat to furnifh our Heads with Knowledge ; but not
a Word: of Judgment and Virtue. Cry éut-of one that
Pflﬂﬁs by, to the People, O! whatalearned 3 and of ano-
ther; Gl what a good: Man goes there b "TPhey will not
fail to turn their Eyes, and addrefs their Refpe&t to the
former. There fhould then be a third Crier, O thePup-
pies and Coxcombs ! Men are apt. prefently to enquire,

L 4 Does,
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Does fuch 2 one underftand Greet 2 Is he a Critick it
Latin? Is he a Poet ? Or does he only pretend to Prof
But whether he be grown better or.more difcreet, whig
are Qualities of greater Value and .Concern, thofe u
never enquir’d into ; whereas, we thould rather exami
who is better learned, than ewhko is more Jearned. We ol
toil and labour to {tuff the Memory, and in the mean i
eave thg Conicience and the Underfianding unfurnifj
and void. And, like Birds who fly Abroad, to foragefi
Grain, bring it home in their Beak,without tafting it thew
felves, to feed their Young; fo our Pedants go pickin
Knowledge here and there, out of f{everal Authors, a
hold it at the Tongue’s End, only to {pit out, and diftribu
itamongft their Pupils. And here ‘I cannot but {milet
think how I have paid myfelf in fhewing the Foppery
this kind of Learning, who myfelf am fo manifeft an B
ample; for, do I not the fame Thing thronghout alme
this whole Treatife ? I go here and there, culling out d
feveral Books the Sentences that beft pleafe me, not to key
them (for I have no Memory to retain them in) but to tr
iplant them into this ; where, to fay the T'ruth, they at
N0 more mine, than in their firlt Places. We are, Lcow
ceive, knowing only in prefent Knowledge, and notatal
in what is paff, no more than in that which is to com.
But the worlt of it is, their Scholars and Pupils are m
better nourifh’d by this kind of Infpiration ; it maks
no deeper Impreflion upon them, than the other, bit
paffes from Hand to Hand, only to make a Shew, to
tolerable Company, and to tell pretty Stories, like a Cout:
terfeit Coin in Counters; of no other Ufe nor Value, 'a:t
to reckon with, or to fet up at Cards. Apud aligs by
didicerunt, non iffi fecum. Non eff loquendum, fed guber
mandum ™ ; :f:{}' hawe leari’d to Jpeak from others, not fri
themfelves, Speaking is not Jo neceflary as Gooverhing:
Mature, to thew that there is nothing barbarous whee
fhe has the fole Command, does oftentimes, in Natmps
where Art has the leaft to do, caufe Produétions of Wi
{uch as may rival the greateft Effeéis of Art whateven
As in Relation to what I am now {peaking of, the Gaf:

&=

B

* Senec. Epif. 103,
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con, Proverb, derived from a Corn-pipe; is very quaint
and fubtle, Bouha prow bouba, mas a vemuda. lbus dits
guem., . You may bloww till your, Eyes flart. auts but if once
Jou offer to flir your Fingers, you will be at:the End of your
Lefon. - We can fay, Cicero fays thus: that thefe were
the Manners of Plate ; and that thefe are the very Words
of Arifforle : But what.do. we fay ourfelves thatis our
own? What do we do? What do we judge? A Parrot
would fay as much as that. And this kind of Talk-
ing puts me in Mind of that rich Gentleman of Rome,
who had been folicitous, with very great Expence, ta
procure Men that were excellent in all Sorts of Science,
whom he had always attending his Perfon, to the End,
that when amongift his Friends, any Occafion fell out of
ipeaking of any Subje@ whatfoever, they might fupply
his Place, and be ready to prompt him, one with a Sen-
tence of Seneca, another with a Verfe of Homer, and fo
forth, every one according to his Talent ; and he fancied
this Knowledge to be his own, becaufe in the Heads of
thofe who lived upon his Bounty : As they alfo do, whofe
Learning confifts in having noble Libraries. I know one,
who, when I queftion him about his Reading, he pre-
fently calls for a Book to thew me, and dare not venture
to tell me fo much, as that he has Piles in his Pofteriors,
till firft he has confulted-his Di&ionary, what Piles and
Pofteriors are, We take other Men’s Knowled ge and Opi-
nions upon Truth, which is an idle and {fuperhicial Learn-
ing: We muft make it our own.. We are in this very
like him, who having Need of Fire, went to a Neigh-
bour’s Houfe to fetch it; and finding a very good one
there, fat down to warm himf{elf, without rememberin
to carry any with him Home, What Good does it do
Us to have the Stomach full of Meat, if it does not digeft
and be incorporated with us, if it does not nourith and
fupport us ? ‘Can we imagine that Lucu/lus, whom Let-
ters, without any Manner of Experience, made fo great
and foexat a Leader, learn’d to be {o after this perfunétory
anncr? We fuffer ourfelves tolean and rely fovery ftrong-
ly upon the Arm of another, that by fo doing we prejudice
our own Strength and Vigour. Would I fortify myfelf
agamft the Fear of Death? It muft be at the Expence of
Sereca: Would T extra&t Confolation for myfelf, or my

Friend ?
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Friend ? I borrow it from him, or Cicero; whereas Imigli
have found it in my{elf, had T been trained up to makeUf|
of my own Reafon. I have no Tafte for this relative, men

dicant, and precarious Underftanding ;- for though w

could become learned by other Men’s Ruldmg, T am fim |
a Man can never be wife, but by his own Wifdom,

~ Y et » 3 ~ 3
Migo go@isny o5is 28X, @vte coPos 47

‘Who in his own Concern’s not wife,
I that Man's Wifdom do defpife:

From whetice Ennius, Nequidguam [apere fapientem, quitf
ff}f prodeffle non quivet+; That avife Man knows notbilg
wwho cannot profit Lf::.rfé‘l}f by bis. Wifdam. Non enim fi
randa nobis folum, fed frucnda [apientia efi T ; For Wil
is not only to be acguired, but enjoyed. L‘;a; yffs Lug]m.
at the Grammarians, who cud ﬁeﬂtd their Brains to enguie
into the Miferies of Uly/fes, and ‘were ignorant of t]m
own ; at Muficians, who \.»u ‘e fo exalt in tuning theirIr
ftruments, and never tuned' their Manners ; and .u.Ormnr.
who ftudied to dechrn wha it was Jultice, but never to0k
©are to do it.  If the Mind be not better difpofed, if ti
j‘r‘omtnt be no better fettled, T had much ratherny |
Scholar had fpent his Time at Ten nis, for at leaft hisBo |
would by that Means be in better Exercife and Breath. D‘
but obferve him when he comes back from School, af
fifteen or {ixteen Years that he has been there, there isio
thing fo aukward and maladroit,” fo unfit for Companj @
Em chym nt; and all tha t you f1 1]} find he has got, 1%‘ EE‘[
his Latin and Greek have only made him a greater and mor
conceited € yoxmnu than when he went from home. f‘-f
fhould bring his Soul replete with gocm Literature, andJ
brings it O"‘“ fwelled and puffed up with vain and emp
‘*mt.c‘s and Snatches of Llclrmng:> He has really riothing
more in him than he had before.  Thefe Pedants of ol
as Plato {ays of "the Sophifls, their Coufin-Germans i
of all Men livi ng, Lhej who moit pretend to be U“FB‘[D}
Mankind, and who, alone, of all Men, not only do
better, and 1mprove what is committed to them, as
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penter or 2 Mafon would do, but make them much worfe,
and make them pay for being made fo to boot. If the Rule
which Protagoras pmnnfed to his Pupils were followed, ei-
ther that they thould give him his own Demand, or declare
upon Oath in the T' c.np’n how much they valued the Pro-
fit they had received under his Tuition, ‘*nrj accordingly fa-
tisfy him ; our Peda f’O{rues would fnd themfelves bafely
gravelled, cprcmﬂ} if they were to bﬂjuwrd by the Tefti-
mony of my }.xlcru,nu. Our vuloar Perigordin Patois
does pleafantly call them, Pretenders to l;camm Lettre-
ferits, as a Man fhould fay, Letter-marked ; Man on
whom Letters have been itr.mrm by the Blow of a Mallet ;
and, in Truth, for the moft Part, rhcv appear to have a
foft quce in their Skulls, and to be deprived even of com-
monSenfe. For you fee the Hufband-man and the Cobler
gcﬁmp‘y and honeftly about their Bufinefs, {peaking only
of what they know and underftand ; whereas thefe Fell OWs,
to make Parade and to get f‘p nion, muftering this ridicu~
lﬂua'mov,]tdg{: of theirs, that fwims and floats i the Su-
perficies of  the Brain, are perpetually perplexmn and en-
tangling them{elves in their own Nonfenfe. They {])mk
fine Words fometimes, ’tis true . uut let fome body that is
wifer a apply them. lncv arc wond lerfully well acqu: mted

with Gai’sﬁ, but not at 2l with the Difeafe of. the Pati ient 3
they have urcud} "hmmu you u.m a long i ‘.;,..!=_ row of

Laws, but underftand nothi ng of the Cafe in Hand ; they
have the Theories of all Things, let w ho will put rh\ 10 in
Praftice. T have {2 it by, when a Friend of rmm in my own
Houfe, for hi:omS kt Ims mt i one of thefe F e]lowc coun-
ter fe;ted 2 canting Guhm atias, patched up of feveral Expref-
110I13 without Head or Tail, {-u-'ng, that he now and then
interlarded here and there fome Terms that had Relation to
their Lul'puw1 and held the Coxcomb in Pl:ly a-whole Af-
ternoon tugcd er, who, all the while, thou ght he had an-
{wered pertinently an d leat rnedly to all his ()hué:;onq, And
yet thiswas a Man of Letters and }:(f:puttt 1011, and no worfe
L:un one of the long Robe.

Vs O pati iCtus fanguis quos vivere par ¢/l
OC(F‘IJJE L& o, lu_ﬂzm" occurrite f-‘f"um >
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Q you Patrician Bloods, whofe Laws commend
To have your Heads from Retrofpection blind,

Take this poor Counfel of a faithful Friend,
Beware of having a Caldefe behind.

Whofoever fhall narrowly pry into, and thoroughly fift
Sort of People, wherewith the World is fo peitered, wi,
as I have done, find that, for the moft Part, they neitie
underftand others, nor themfelves ; and that their Meme
ries are full enongh, ’tis true, but the Judgment totly
void and empty ; fome excepted, whofe own Nature I
of itfelf formed them into better Fathion. As I haveﬁh-

A . {erved for Example in Adrianus Turnis,
Td?f?{m@ of Srdeie who having nev}:r made other Profell
anus Turnebus. : . i
than that of mere Learning only, andi
that, in my Opinion, the greateft Man that has been thek
thoufand Years, had nothing atall in him of the Pedant b
the Wearing of his Gown, and a little exterior Behayiou,
that could not be civilized to the Garb, which are nothing:
Thate our People, who can worfe endure a pedantick Mot
than an ill-contrived Mind, and by the Leg a Man make;
by his Behaviour, and even by the very Shape of his Bast
will pretend to tell what Sort of Man he is. For with
all this, there was not a more illuftrious and polite S
living upon Earth, I have often purpofely put him !
Arguments quite wide of his Profeflion, wherein I fou
he had fo clear an Infight, {o quick an Apprehenﬁ(}n,ﬂﬁi
fo folid a Judgment, that a Man would have thought!
had never praétifed any other Thing but Arms, and bea
all his Life employ’d in Affairs of State. And thefea®
great and vigorous Natures ;

Queis arte benigna,
Et melior luto Jinxit preecordia Titan *.

With greater Art whofe Mind
The Sun has made of Clay much more refin'd ;

that ean keep themfelves upright in Defiance of :-.pedantick
Education. - But it is not enough that our Education 0%

not {poil us ; it muft moreover alter us for the better. Somé
R—

* Fuven, Sat. 14. )
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of our Parliaments when they are to admit Officers, exa-
mine only their Talent of Learning; to which fome of the
others alfo add, the Trial of Underftanding, by afking
their Judgment of fome Cafe in Law, of which the latter,
methinks, proceeds with the better Mcthod : For, although
both are necefiary, and that it is very requifite they thould
be defetive in neither ; yet, in Truth, Knowledge is not
{oabfolutely neceffary as Judgment, and the laft may make
Shift without the other, but the other never without this.
For a3 the Greet Verle {ays,

<, ~ - L
Qg @y y A Sneis Ay gy vig wmgn*.

Learning is nothing worth, if Wit
And Underftanding be not join’d with it.

To what Ufe ferves Learning, if the Underftanding be
away : Would to God, that, for the Good of eur Judi¢a»
ture, thofe Societies were aswell furnithed with Under-
ftanding and Con{cience, as they are with Knowledge. Nor
Vite, fed Scholee dicimus+s e dornot Sudy for the Serwvice
o our futwre Life, but only for the prefent Ufe of the
Sehool. W hereas we are not to tie Learning to the Soul,
Eut te work and incorporate them together ; not te tin@ure
itonly, but to give ita thorough and perfe& Dye; but,
if it will not take;Colour, and meliorate it’s imperfe@ State,
we fhould,without Doubt, do much better in letting it alone.
Learning is a dangerous Weapon, and very likely to wound
1t's Mafter, if put into an aukward and untkilful Hand : U
JSuerit melius non didiciffe, fo that it-avere betéer never to have
learned at-ajl. And this, perhaps, is the Reafon why nei-
ther we, nor indeed Chriftian Religion, require much
Learning in Women ; and that Francis, Duke of Britany,
Son of Foha the Fifth (one being talking with him about
his Marriage with Zabella, the Daughter of Scotland, and
adding that the was homely bred, and without any Man-
nerof Learning) made Anfwer, That he liked her the bet-
ter, and that a Woman was wife enough, if fhe could di-
flinguifh her Hufband’s Shirt and his Doublet. - So that it
1 not {o great a Wonder as fome People make of it, that
our Anceftors had Letters in no greater Efteem, and that

Do

+ Sen. Epifi, 106,
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even to this Day, they are but rarely met with in thePriy
Councils of Princes: If this End and Defign of acqumr
Riches (which is the onlyThipg we propofe to ourfelves b
the Means of Law, Phyfick, Pedmtry, and even Dwmm
atfelf) did not uphold and keep them in Credit, youwoil
without Doubt, fee them as poor and unregarded asew
And what Lofs would it be if they neither inftru® wp
think well, nor to dowell. Poflguam doiti prodierunt, b
definunt 5 after once they become learned, they ceafe ik
good,  All other Knowledge is hurtful to him, who ks
not the Science of Honefty and Good-nature. But i
Reafon I glanced upon but now, may it not allo po
ceed from hence, that our Study, having almoft no ot
Aim but Profit, fewer of thofe, who by Nature are b
to Offices and Employments, rather of Glory than Ga
addiét themfelves to Letters 5 or for fo little a while (beirg
taken from their Studies before theycan come to haveay
Tafte of them, to a Profeflion that has nothing to dowit
Books) that there commonly remain no other to apply thee
felves wholly to learning;, but People of mean Conditio
who in that only fiudyto live, and have Preferment onlyi
their Profpeét; and by fuch People; whofe Soulsare buﬂ
by Nature and Education, and domeftick Example,
the bafeft Metal and Allay, the Fruits of IS.,nov.ledge an |
not only immaturely gathered, but ill digefted, and d-
vered to their Puptls qmte another Thing from what th
#hould be. For it is not the proper Bufine{s of }\nov.iha‘
toenlighten a Soul thatis dark of itfelf; nor to make ablis
Man to{ee. Her Bufinefs is nof to find a Man Eyes; bt
to guide; govern, and direét his Steps, pmuded heh
found Feet and . ftraight Legs to o upon. Knowledft
15 an " excellent Drug,~butno DIUU' has Virtue enou
to preferve itfelf frtan Corruption and Decay, if the
Veflel be tainted and impure wherein. it ]‘1 pur to '»ftu
Such a one may haveia hl@h clearand good & uugﬂ, wil
looks'afquint, and confequently feesavhat is _:;:mri, '[E?_'»
does not follow  it; and fees Knmowledge, but'makesnoUk
of it Plaio’s DFIULIJ_ al Inftitation in  his Republick; &
to fit his Citizens with Employments fuitable to their Ne-

ture. 'Naturecan do all, and does all. t_up},.l $ ﬂJi’-?Lf?
unfit for Exercifes of :'::L Body, and lame Souls for Bxer
cifes of the Mind, Degencrate and vulgar Souls are i

wort
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worthy of Philofophy. If we fee a Shoe-maker with his
Shoes out at theToes, we fay, "tis no Wonder; for, com.-

monly, none go worfe thod than their Wives and they.

In like Manner, Experience does often prefent us a Phyfi-

cian worle phyficked, a Divine worfe reformed, and fre-

quently a Scholar of lefs Sufficiency than another. 4rioffoof
Chigs had anciently Reafon to fay, that Philofophers did
their Auditories harm, forafmuch as moft of the Souls of
thofe that heard them were not capable of making any Be~
nefit of their Inftructions, and if they did not apply them

to ,good, would certainly apply them to ill : doury; ex 4-

riftippi, acerbos ex Zenonis Schola exire®.  They greaw effe
minate Prodigals from the School of Ariftippus, and Churls
and Cynicks_from that of Zeno. In that excellent Infti-
tution that Xengphon attributes to the Perfians, we find,
that they taught their Children Virtue, as other Nations
do Letters. : Plato tells us, that the eldeft Son in their
Royal Succeflion was thus brought up ; as foon as he was
born he was delivered, not to Women, but to Eunuchs of
the greateft Authority about their Kings for their Virtue,
whofe Charge it was to keep his Body healthful and in good.
Plight ; and after he came to feven Years of Age, toteach
him . to ride, and to go a hunting ; when he arrived at
fourteen, he was transferred into the Hands of four Men,
the moft noted of the Kingdom for Wifdom, Juftice, Tem-
perance and Valour; -of which Number the firft was to
mftruct him in Religion, the {fecond to be always upright
and fincere, the third to fubdue his Appetites and Defires,
and.the fourth to defpife all Danger. ’Tis a Thing wor-
thy of very great Confideration, that in that excellent,
and, in Truth, for it's Perfetion, prodigious Form of civil
Government fet down by Ljcurgus, though folicitous of
the Education of Children, as a thing of the greateft Con-
cery, and even in the very Seat of the Mufes, he fhould
make {o little Mention.of Learning ; as if their generous
Youths difdaining all other Subjection, but that of Virtue
only, ought to.be fupplied, initead of Tutors to read to
them .Arts and Sciences, with {uch Mafters, as thould
only. inftruét them in Valour, Prudence and Juftice. An
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ixample that Plato has followed in his Laws ; the Manty

of whofe Difcipline was to propound to theém Queltion

upon the Judgment of Men, and of their Ations; and

if they commended or condemmned this or that Perfon, &

Fagl, théy were to give a Reafon for fo doing : By whid

Means, they at once fharpened their Underitanding, anf

became fkillful in the Laws. Mandane, th Xenophon, alkiny
her Son Cyrus how he would do to learn Juftice, ‘and the
other Virtues amongft the Medes, having left all his M-
ftersbehind him in Perfiz ? He made Aniwer, that hehad
learned thofe Things leng fince ; that his Mafter had oftm
made him a Judge of the Differerices among his Schook
Fellows, and had one Day whip'd him for giving a wrom
Sentence; and thus it was: A great Boy in the Schod,
having alittle fhort Caffock, by Force took a longer from
another that was not fo tall as he, and gave him his o
in Exchange; whereupon I being appointed Judge of the
Controverfy, gave Judgment, that 1 thought it beft eithet
of them. fhould keep the Coat he had, for that they wer
both better fitted with that of one another, than with
their own: Upon which, my Mafter told me I had dot
ill, in that T had only confidered the Fitnefsand Decenty
of the Garments, whereas I ought to have confidered the
Juftice of the Thing, which requires, that no one fhotld
have any Thing forcibly taken from him that is his oW,
But it feems, poor Cyrus was whip'd for his Pains, as we
are in our Villages for forgetting the firft Aorift of 7usli
My Pedant muft make me a very learned Oration, 7 genere
demonfirativo, before he can perfuade me, that his Schoolis
like unto that. They knew how to go the readieft Way !0
Work : And {eeing that Science, when moft rightly applied
and beft underftood, can do no.more but teach us Pradence,
anoral Honefty, and Refolution ; they thought fit to initiaté
their Children with the Knowledge of Effects, and toin-
ftruct them, not by Hear-fay and by Rote, but by the
Experiment of A&ion, in lively forming and moulding
them ; not only by Words and Precepts, but chiefly
Works and Examples; to the End, it might not be 2
Knowledge of the Mind only, but a Complexion and3
Habit ; and not an Acquifition, but a natural Poffeflion.
One afking, to this Purpofe, Agefilaus, what he thought
moit proper for Boys to learn? What they ought tohdo
i ¥ on
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OF Pedantry. 153

when they come to be Men, faid he.” It is therefore no
Wonder, if fuch an Inftitation has produc’d fuch admirable
Eftetts. They us’d to go, "tis faid, in the other Cities of
Greece, to enquire out Rhetoricians, Painters, and Mufick-
mafters; but in Lacedemon, Legiflators, Magiftrates, and
Generals of Armies, at Atbens they learn’d to fpeak well,
and here to do well ; there to difingage themfelves froma
fophiftical Argument, and to unravel Syllogifms ; here to
evade the Baitsand Allurements of Plealure, and with a no=
ble Courage and Refolution to confute and conquer the Me-
naces of Fortune and Death ; thofe cudgell’d their Brains a-
bout Words, - thefe ‘made it their Bufinefs to enquire into
Things; there wasan eternal Babble of the Tongue, herea
continual Exercife of the Soul. ~ And therefore itis nothing
frange, if,when Antipater demanded of them fifty Children
for Hoftages, they made Anfwer, quite contrary to what
we fhould do, That they would rather give him twice as
many full grown Men, fo much did they value the Lofs of
their Country’s Education. When Agefilaus courted Xeno-
phan to fend his Children to Sparta to be bred, It isnot, faid

he, there to learn Logick or Rhetorick, but to be inftruts-

ed m the nobleft of all Sciences, namely, the Science to
obey and to command. It is very pleafant to fee Socrates,
after his Manner, rallying Higpias, who. recounts to him
whata World of Money he has got, efpecially in ¢ertain
little Villages of Sicily,. by teaching School, and that he
got never a Penny at Sparra, What a fottith and ftupid
People (fxys Socrates) are they, without Senfe or Under-

anding, that make no Account either of Grammar, or
Peetry, and only bu [y themfelves in ftudying the Genealo-
gies and Succeflions of their Kings, the Foundations, Rifes,
and Declenfions of States, and fuch Tales of a Tub ! - After
which, having made Hippias particularly to acknowledge
the Extellency of their Form of publick Adminiftration,
and the Felicity and Virtue of their private Life, he
leaves him to guefs at the Conclufion he malesof the Tne
utilities of his pedantick Arts. © Examples have demon-
ftrated unto us, that i military Affairs; and all others of
the like a&ive Nature, the Study of Sciences does more
fOf‘t?n and enervate the Conrages of Men, than any way
fomf}r and incite them. The moft potent Empire that
at this Day appears to'be in the whole World, is' that of

Voui. L. M the
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the Tarks, a People equally inclin’d to the Eftimation o
Arms, and the Contempt of Letters. I find Rome yu
more valiant before fhe grew fo learned ; and the mof
warlike Nations at this Time in Being, are the mof
ignorant ; of which the Seythians, Parthians, and i
great Tamerlane, may ferve for {ufficient Proof. Wia
the Goths over-ran Greece, the only Thing that prefem!
all the Libraries from the Fire, was, that {ome om
poflefs’d them with an Opinion, that they were to leag
this kind of Furniture entire io the Enemy, as beiy
moft proper to divert them from the Exercife of Amy
and to fix them to a lazy and fedentary Life. Whenox
King Charles the Eighth, almoft without ftriking a Blow,
faw himfelf poffefs’d of the Kingdom of Nap/es, ands
confiderable Part of Zufcany, the Nobility about himat
tributed this unexpeted Facility of Conqueft to thi
that the Princes and Nebles of Z2/y more ftudied to
der themfelves ingenious and learned, than vigorousau |
warlike,

Of the Education of Children, To Madam D
na of Foix, Countefs of Gurfon.

Never yet faw that Father, but, let his Son be never
decrepid or deform’d, would notwithftanding own hin
Neverthelefs, if he were not totally befotted, and blinde |
with his paternal Affection, that he did not well enoug!
difeern his Defects : Notwithftanding all Defaults, be¥
ftill his. Juft fo do I, I {ee better than any other, thatd}
I}vrite are but the idle Whimfies of 2 Man that has onff |
nibbled upon the outward Cruft of Science in his Nonagh
and only retain’d a general and formlefs Image of then,
whohas gota little Snatch of every Thing, and nothing#
the wl_mIe a la mode de France 5 For I know in general, el
there is fucha Thing as Phyfick, a Knowledge in the La#
four Parts in Mathematicks, and, in Part, what all thffﬂ
ain

2
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4im and point at ; and peradventure I yet know farther,
what Sciences in general pretend unto, in order to the Ser-
vices of human Life ; but to dive farther than that, and to
have cudgell'd my Brains in the Study of 4riflatle, the Mao-
narchof all modetn Learning ; or particularly addi€ted my-
{elf to any one Science, I have never done its neither is
there any one Art of which I am able to draw the firf Line-
aments and dead Colour ; infomuch that there is not 2 Boy
of the loweft Form in a School, that may not pretend to be
wifer than I, whoam not able to pofe him in his firft Lef-
fon, which, if Tam at any Time forc'd upon; I am neceffi-
tated in my own Defence to afk him fome univer{al Quefti-
ons, fuch as may ferve to try kis natural Underftanding ; a
Leflon as ftrange and unknown to him, as his is to me. I
never ferioufly fetiled myfelf to the Reading of any Boek
of folid Learning; but Plutarch and Sencca 3 and thiere, like
the Danaides, 1 eternally fill, and itas conftantly runs out ;
fomething of which drops upon this Paper, but very little
or nothing ftays behind. Hiftory is my Delight, as to Mat-
ter of Reading, or elfe Poetry, for whichI have, I confefs
a particular Kindnefs and Efteem : -For, as Cleanthes {aid,
45 the Voice, forc’d through the narrow Paflage of a Trum-
pet, comes out more forceable and fhrill ; fo, methinks, a
Sentence, couch’d in the Harmony of Verfe, darts more
brifkly upon the Underftanding, and firikes both my Ear

and Apprebenfion with 2 fmarter and more pleafing Power.

As to the natural Parts I have, of which this is the Effay, I -

find them to bow under the Burthen ; my Fancy and Judg-
Ment do but grope in the Dark, trip and ftomblein their

2y, and whenl have gone as far as T can, [ difcover &ili
a new and greater Extent of Land before me, but with tron-
bled and imperfet Sight, and wrapt up in Clouds; that Tam
notable to penetrate,  And ta king upan me to write indifs
ferently” of whatever comes into my Head, and therein
making Ufe of nothing but my own proper and nataral
Forceand Ammunition, if ] happen’d, as I often do," acei-
dentally to meet in any good Author, the fame Heads and

- ~ -
tommon-Places upon which I have attermnted to wrlte, (as’
Ldid but a little before in Plutercs’s Dilcourk f the Fores

Y Inagination) to fee myfelf {o weak and fo forlom, fo

¥avy and fo flat, in Comparifen of thofe better Writers, &

Abance pity and defpife myfelf. Yet do T faticrand pleafe
T
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myfelf with this, that my Opinions have often the Hoto
and good Fortune to jump with theirs, and that I followin |
the {ame Paths, though at a very great Diftance; I am far
ther fatisfied to find, thatI have a Quality, which ever|
one is not bleft withal, which 1s, to difcern the vait Difier
ence betwixt them and me ; and notwithftanding all tha;
{uffer my own Inventions, low and contemptible as thj
are, to runon in their Career, without mending or plaifter
ing up the Defefts that this Comparifon has laid opent}
my ownView; and in plain Truth, a Man had need ofs
#ood ftrong Back to keep Pace with thefe People. Their
difcreet Scribblers of our T'imes, who amongft their labor:
ous Nothings, infert whole Se€ions, Paragraphs, and Page;
out of ancient Authors, with a Defign by that Means toll
luftrate their own Writings, do quite contrary ; for thisit
finite Diflimilitude of Ornaments renders the Complexion
of their own Compofitions fo pale, fallow, and deform,
that they lofe much more than they get. T'he Philofopher
Chryfippus and Epicuras, were, in this, of two quite contrf
Humours ; for the firft did not only in his Books mix{
Paflages and Sayings of other Authors, but entire Piect; §
and in one the whole Medea of Earipides ; which gave 4y
loderus Occafion to {ay, Thatihould a Man pick out of his
Writings all that was none of his, he would leave him o
thing but blank Paper: Whereas the latter, quite contrar
in three hundred Volumes that he left behind him, hasm
fo much as one Quotation. I happened the other Day w |
on -this Piece of Fortune; I was reading a Frenct Book,
where after I had a Jong Time run dreaming over a g
many Words, fo dull, fo infipid, fo void of all Wit, @
common Senfe, that indeed they were only Words; aitt
a long and tedious Travel, I came at laft to meet with
Piece that was lofty, rich, and elevated to the very Cloud; |
of which, had I found either the Declivity eafy, o té |
Alcent accefible, there had been fome Excufe ; butitws
{o perpendiculara Precipice, and fo wholly cut off from ¥
reft of the Work, that by the firft Words I found m}'[‘:],[:
flying into the other World, and from thence difcove:t
theVale from whence I came fo deep and low, thatli#
never fince the Heart to defcend into it any more. i
fhould et out my Difcourfes with fuch rich Spoilsas thef
the Plagiary would be too manifeft in his own Defedts ot

I fhouts



oot |
low'n |
mfar §
every |
differ |
| that
5 they f
aifter '
enfo
EI ofi |
he in

abori

Page;
s toll |
hisite

exion

orm’

‘phery |
ntrary |
(i e

Yeces, |
2 4t |
of i §
m 0o |
trar |
a5 1ot |
ay |
B}ﬂug,f
\ gredl .
it, o §
; after |
withd |
Touds; |
or tht [
rItwa §
om I]EI[
my
iovert §
-] hud |
i
thelt, |
5 ilﬂd
fhould

|

e P s g - . e e — i é '
e IR

Of the Education of Children. 157

I fhould too much difcover the Imperfedtion of my own
Writing. To reprehend the Fault in others, that I am guil-
ty of myfelf, appears to me no more unreafonable, than to
condemn, as I often do, thofe of others in myfelf. They are
to be every where reprov’d, and ought to have no San€tuary
allow'd them. I know very well how imprudently I my-
{elf at every Turn attempt to equal myfelf to my Thefts,
and to make my Stile go Hand in Hand with them, not
without a temerarious Hope of deceiving the Eyes of my
Reader from difcerning the Difference ; but withal, it is as
much by the Benefit of my Application, that I hope todo
1t, as by that of my Invention, or any Force of my own.
Befides, I do not offer to contend with the whole Body of
thefe Champions, nor Hand to Hand with any one of
them, °tis only by Slights and little light Skirmithes that I
engage them ; I do not grapple with them, but try their
Strength only, and never engage fo far as I make a
Shew to do; and if I could hold them in Play, I were a
brave Fellow ; for I never attack them, but where they are
moft finewy and ftrong. To cover a Man’s felf (as I have
feen fome do) with another Man’s Arms, fo as not to difco-
ver fo much as their Fingers Ends; to carry on a Defign (as
it1s not hard for a Man that has any Thing of a Scholar in
him, in an_ordinary Subject to do) under old Inventions,
patcht up here and there with his own Trumpery: And
then to endeavour to conceal the Theft, and to make it pafs
for his own, is firft Injuftice, and Meannefs of Spirit in
whoever does it, who having nothing in them of their
own fit to procure them a Reputation, endeavour to do it
by attempting to impofe Things upon the World in their
own Name, which they have really no Manner of Title
t0; and then a ridiculous Folly to content themfelves with
acquiring the ignorant Approbation of theVulgar by fuch
a pitiful Cheat, at the Price, at the fame Time, of difcover-
ing their Infufficiency to Men of Underftanding, who will
foon fiell out, and trace them in thofe borrow’d Allégories,
and from whom alone they are to expett a legitimate Ap-
plaufe, For my own Part, there is nothing I would not
looner do than that, neither have I faid {fo much of others,
but to get a better Opportunity to excufe myfelf: Neither
Inthisdo Iin the leaft Glance at the Compol::rs of Canto’s,
Who declare themfelves for fuch ; of which Sortof Writers,

M 3 I have
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I have in my Time known many very ingenious, and hap
their ﬁ.n'lfjodmfx invery great E fteem, and particularlyone, |
under ]m Name of Capifulns, befides the Ancients. Thek
are really Men of Wit, and that malke it appear they arefs, #
both by that and other Ways of Writing ; as for Examph, |
Lipfaus, in that learned and laborious Contexture of hisPe |
liticks. But, be it how it will, and how inconfiderable lo-
ever thefe Effays of mine may be, I will ingenuoufly confei.,
I never inten dv::_ to conceal them, no more than my ol
bald grifled Piture before them, where the Graver ha
not pietcrten _*-_.*m:. with a perfett Face, but the Refemblanc
of mine. And thefe alfo are but my own pamcular Opini:
ons and Fancies, and I deliver them for no other, butonl
whatI myfelf believe, and not for what is really to be be.
lievid. Neither have I any ot her End in IhlgV\flltiT" bu
only to difcover myfelf, who alfo fhall peradventure beae
other Thing To-morrow, if I chance to meet any Bookd!
Friend, to u)n';m"— m i the miean Time. I have nodw
thority to be believ’d, neither do I defire it, being too cot
{cious of my own Ineru L.m'.; to be able to inftruct othes |
A Friend of mine then, having read the precedent Chap
ter the other Day, told me, that "1 fhould have infiftedalt
tle longer upon the Education of Children ; and have e
tended my Difcourfe upon fo neceffary a Point: Whid
how fit I am to do, let my Friends flatter me if they Pliu g
¥ have in the mean Time no fuch Opinion of my own
Yent, s to promife myfelf any very gooc¢ d Succels from any
Endeaveur ; but (Madam) were my Abilities equal to th |
Subjeét, I could not poflibly employ them better than it
prefenting my beft Inftruions to the little Gentlemay,
whofe hap py Birth you fhortly expe&, and your Friendsat
m daily I nopeb of 3 fc., Magdam, you are 00 generos @
begin otherwife u‘.'m with a Male': Having g had fo greatd
Hand in your Marriage, I have a ‘wr of particular rhg
and Ir' ereftinthe (3:~c?£:n¢f'~= and Profperity of F the Iflue thit
thall proceed fron n it les, as vou Kave been {olonght
De‘r{'ﬁmon of the E“f=rf: of my ¥ .’-11:1-;. and Services, 1 a

1
Avan-

oblig’d to defire and contribute to the Honour and Advas
fage of every Thing thatconcerns you. But, in Truts, &
I underfta ’1'1‘ as to that Particalar, is only this, thatt®
greatelt and moft important Difficulty of human Sciencel
the Lulu.'-..-u;a.::] of \fh'l\i. en, For as in Agriculture, t%
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Of .the Education of Children. 159

Hufbandry that is to ‘precede Planting, as alfo planting it-
{elf, is certain, plein, eafy, and very well known; but af-
ter that which is planted comes to take Root, tofpread, and
fhoot up, there is a great deal more to be done, morejArt
to be us’d, more Care to be taken, and much more Diffi-
culty to cultivate and bring it to Perfe&ion: So it is with
Men; it is no hard Matter to get Children ; but after they
are born, then begins the Trouble, Solicitade and Care,
virtuoufly to train, principle, and bring them up. The
Symptoms of their Inclinations in that young and tender

“Ageare {o obfcure, and the Promifes fo uncertain and falla-

cious, that it is very hard to eftablifh any folid Judgment
or Conjeéture upon them. As Simon, for Example, and
Themiftocles, and a thoufand others, who have very much
deceiv'd the little Expectation the World had of them ;
Bears Cube, and Bitches Puppies, do truly, and indeed
difcover their natural Inclination ; but Men, {o foon as ever
Erown up, immediately applying themf{elves to certain Ha-
its, engaging themfelvesin certain Opinions, and conform-

ing themielves to particular Laws and Cuftoms, do eafily
change, or at leaft difguife their true and real Difpofition.
And yet it is hard to force the Propenfity of Nature ;
whence it comes to pafs, that for not having chofen the
right Courfe, 2 Man often takes very great Pains, and con-
fumes great Part of his Age in training up Children to
Things, for which, by their natural Averfion, they are to-
tally anfit. Inthis Difficulty, neverthelefs, I am clearly of
Opinion, that they ought to be elemented in the beft and
moft advantageous Studies, without taking too much Notice
of, or being too fuperftitious in thofe light Prognofticks they
give of themfelvesin their tender Years ; to which Plato, in
his Republick, gives, methinks, too much Authority. But,
ﬁi’a_a'm:;, Science is doubtlefs a very great Ornament, and a
Thing of marvellous Ufe, efpecially in Perfons rais’d to
that Degree of Fortune in what you are placed ; and in
Truth, in Perfons of mean and low Condition, cannot per-
orm it’s true and genuine Office, being naturally more
Prompt to aflift in the Condut of War, in the Government
of Armies and Provinces, and in negotiating the Leagues
and Friendthips of Princes and farc:ign Nations, than in
forming a Syliogifm in Logick, in pleading a Procefs in Law
Or in preferibing a Dofe of Pills in Pbyfick, Wherefore,
M 4 Madarm,
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MMadam, believing you will not omit this fo neceffary Em-
bellifhment in the Education of your Pofterity, yourel
having tafted the Fuits of it, and being of a learned Ex
traction (for we yet have the Writings of the ancient Counts
of Foix, from whom my Lord your Hufband, and yourfelf
are both of you defcended, and Monfieur de Candale, you
Uncle, does every Day oblige the World with others, whidh
will extend the Knowledge of this Quality in your Family
to many fucceeding Ages) I will, upon this Occafion, pre-
fume to acquaint your Ladyfhip with one particular Fancy
of my own, contrary to the common Method, which like:
wife is all 1am able to contribute to your Service in thi
Aftair. The Charge of the Tutor or Governor you fhal
pravide for your Son, upon the Choice of whom depends
the whole Succefs of his Education, has feveral other great
and confiderable Parts and Duties requir'd in fo important
a Truft, befides thatof which I am about to {peak, which
however I thall not mention, as being unable to add any
Thing of Moment to the common Rules, that every o
who 15 qualified fora Governor is perfect in: And alfoin |
this, wherein I take upon me to advife, he may follow it
fo far only as it fhall appear rational and conducing to tae
End, at which he aims and intends,

For a Boy of Quality then, who pretends to Letters nt
upon the Account of Profit, (for fo mean an Object as that
15 unworthy of the Grace and Favour of the Mufes; and
moreover, in thata Man direCs his Service to, and pro- |
feifes o depend upon others) nor fo much for outward Or
nament, as for his own proper and peculiar Ufe, and 10
furnith and enrich himfelf within, having rather a Delitt
Lo go out an accomplifhed Cavalier, and a fine Gentleman,
than a mere Scholar and a learned Man ; for {fuch a ong
I{ay, I would alfo have his Friends folicitous to find him ot
a Tuator, who has rather an clegant than a learned Head
and Loth, if fuch a Perfon can be found ; but however, 0
prefer his Manners and ‘his Judgment before his Reading
and that this Ma

s

in thould puifue the Exercife of his Charge |
after a new Method. *Tis the Cufton of School-Malters

ly thundring in their Pupils Ears, as thef
into a Funnel, whilft their Bufinefs is only

to be eternz
WEre pourin
10 répeat what the other have {aid before : Now, I would
RBave a 'Tutor ta chrreft s : - ~ }" [er
eyt a lutor o correct thus Errop, and that at the very

firlt
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Eme [ firft, he thould according to the Capacity he has to deal
irfelf with, put it to the Teft, permitting his Pupil himfelf to
{Ex | tafte and relith Things, and of himfelf to choofe and

ounts £ difcern them, fometimes opening the Way to him, and
afelf £ {ometimes making him to break the Ice himfelf; that is,
yor £ Iwould not have him alone to invent and fpeak, but that
vhich & he fhould alfo hear his Pupil fpeak in Turn. Secrates, and
miy & fince him Areefilaus, made firft their Scholars {peak, and
pre- | then fpoke to them. Obefl plerumque iis qui difcere volunt,
‘angy i authoritas eorum qui docent ® 5 The Authority of thefe awho
like- teach, 75 wvery oft an Impediment to thofe awho defire to
1 this karn, It is good to make him like a young Horfe trot
all before him, that he may judge of his going, and how much
yends he is to abate of his own Speed, to accommodate himfelf to
grezt the Vigour and Capacity of the other. For Want of which
et £ doe Proportion, we {poil all ;- which alfo to know how
rhich to adjult, and to keep within an exa& and due Mea-
lagp ¢ fuwre, is one of the hardeft Things I know in the educating
1 ane Youth, and an Effett of a judicious and well tempered
foin | Soul, to know how to condefcend to his Puerile Motions,
wit f  and to govern and direct them. I walk firmer and more
othe | fecore up Hill than down, and fuch as according to our
¢ ctommon Way of Teaching undertake, with one and the

st £ fame Leffon, and the fame Meafure of Direftion, to in-
hat | ftra& feveral Boys of fo differing and unequal Capacities,
and | are infinitely miftaken in their Method ; and at this Rate,
pro- | ‘tis no Wonder, if in a Multitude of Scholars, there are
{0z §  Rot found above two or three who bring away any good
d ol Account of their Time and Difcipline, Let the Mafter
Jefire | not only examine him about the grammatical Conftruétion

man, | of the bare Words of his Leffon, but of the Senfe and

omty | Meaning of them, and let him judge of the Profit he has
pot £ Made, not by the Teftimony of his Memory, but by that of
feady §  Dis Underftanding. Let him make him put what he hath
o1, 10 | learned into an hundred feveral Forms, and accommodate
Jings | it to {o many feveral Subjeéls, to fee if he yet rightly com-
arge | rr5111§nd it, and had made it his own ; taking Infiruttion
ftersy | by his Progrefs from the Inftitutions of Plato. *Tis'a Sign
they | of Crudity and Indigeftion to vomit up what we eat in the
only |

.-'OU]d I

very | * Cic. de Nat. Deor. 1. 1.
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{ame Condition it was {wallowed down, and the Stom
has not performed it’s Office, unlefs it hath altered the
and Condition of what was committed to it to concoft: |
our Minds work only upon Truit, being bound and ¢}
peI'Ld to follow the Appetite of another's F: ancy, enfla|
‘and captivated under the Authority of another’s Inftrufia)
we have been fo {fubjeéled to the Tramel, that we haves|
free nor natural Pace of our own, our own Vigour
Liberty is extinct and gone.  Numguam tutele fue fun
They are never in 3Var¢j&’“;f, and newver Ileft to their @
Tustion. 1 was privately at Pifa carried to fee aw
honeft Man bnt {o great an 4r; iflotelian, that his moftuld
Thefisw ;3.5, That the ;mmﬁy ¢ mdéruqre of all folid I
gination, and ,_Tf the Truth, avas an (zf';-f); ute ("'Mjur.urn'“.-
Ariftotle’s Deoftrine 5 and that all befides awas nothing bt I
nity and Chimzra; for that be f.’wm.’ feen all, and ffmt' |
A Polfition, that for having been a little too injurionflys}
mal rcml.uv interpreted, brought him firft into, and afif
ept him in great '1 wub‘c in the Inqmﬁt;ﬂfé'
- him, make “]m examine, and thomnt‘fnl'rf
¥ L'3'5r1}_' ‘-'t,f.-t{aj and lodge nothing in his ]anm ups
wple Authority, and upon Truft.  Ariflorle’s P.rmc:].“
1 then be no more Prmcw es to him, than thofe G”

curus and the Stoicks: Only 3& this Dwtfh ty of Cpl:lﬁ
be propounded to, and la'f- before him, he will himis
choofe, if he be able; if not, he will remain in doubh §

d‘\‘h

wards long

Che non menche Japer dubiar m' agorada <.
I love fometimes to doubt, as well as know.

For if he embrace the Ol}inions of Arr:rpzl on and Pﬁir-u
by maintaining them, t.wf will no more be theirs &

hu:mm, his own. Who follows another, follows nothitg
Non fan |

finds nothing, nay is inquifitive after nothing,
= knot;

that he knows. It will be neceffary that he imbibe
their Knowledge, not that he be corrapted \»101 their P
p 3 and no matter 1f he fi crgets where he had his LC‘?m

provided he knows how to apply it to his own Ule;

and Reafon are common to every one, apd aref®
S

et et e i g A e——

* Sen. Ep. 33 + Dante inferna, Canto 1%
: ; ity
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more his who fpoke them firft, than his who fpake them
after. "Tis no more 1cc0rd1nsr to Plato, than according to
me, fince both he and 1 equally {ee and underitand them.
Bees cull their feveral Sweets from this Flower, and that
Bloffom, here and there where they find them, but them-
felves after make the Honey, which is all, and purely
their own, and no more Thime and M.ﬂ-’m-:xm + So the
feveral Frdgmcnts he borrows from others, he will tranf:

L=

_ form and fhuffle together to mmlec, a Work that thall be

abfolutely his own ; that is to fay, his Judgment, his
Infiruétion, Labour, and Study, tend to nothing elfe but
to incline, and make him capable fo to do. He is not
obliged to difcover whence he had his Ammunition, but
omy to produce what he has himfelf compo{'ed Men

that live upon Rapine, and barmwmg, expofe their Pur~
chafes and Buildings to every one’s Knowledge and View ;
but do not proclaim how they came by the Morev We
do not fee the Fees and Perquifites belonging to the Func-
tion and Offices of a Gentleman of the long Robe; but
we fee the noble Alliances wherewith he fortifies himfelf
and his Family, and the Titles and Honours he has ob-
tained for him and his. No Man divolges his Revenue 3
oratleaft which Way it comes in; but every one publ.{hes
his Purchafes, and is content the World {hould know his
good Condition. The Advantages of our otu( y are to be<
come better and wifer. *Tis ({"lys Epicharmus) the Under=
fianding that fees and hears, ’tis the Underftanding that
improves every thing, that orders every thing, and that
alls, rules, and reins : All other Faculties are blind and

deaf, and without Soul ; and ce 1t1m;}f, we render it timo- .

rousand fervile, in not '1110\1-’1110 it the Liberty and Privilege
m do any thing of itfelf. Who ever afked his Pupil wha at
he thouwht of Grammar and Rhetorick, or of fuch and
fuch 2 t:f-ntence of Cicero? Our Mafters dart and flick
r}lum full feathered in our Memories, and there eftablifh
them like Oracles, of which the very Letters and Syllables
are of the Subftance of the Thing. To know by rote, is
no Knowledge, and fignifies no more but only to retain
whatone ih.s imtrufted to his Me mory. That which a Man
rightly knows and underftands, he is the free Difpofer of at
bisown full Liberty, without anyRegard to the Author from
whence he had it, or fumblin ¢ over the Leaves of his Book.

A mere
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A mere bookith Learning is both troublefom and angrat
ful; and though it may ferve for fome Kind of Ornamen|
5 i Dl there is yetno Foundation for anySupe:
{tructure to be built upon it, accordiy|
to the Opinion of Plara, who fays, thi|
Conitancy, Faith, and Sincerity, @
the true Philofophy, and the other Sciences, that aref
rected to other Ends, to be adulterate and falfe, I col}
with, “that Paluel or Pompey, the two famous Dancing |
Mafters of my Time, could have taught us to cut Cape
by only {eeing them do it, witheut ftirring from our Pla
as thefe Men pretend to inform the Underitandings, witk
out ever fetting them to work ; or that we could leams|
ride, handle a Pike, touch a Lute, or fing, without
Trouble of Praétice, as thefe attempt to make us judge, a
fpeak well, without exercifing us in Judging and Speakisg
Now in this Initiation of our Studies, and in the Progrei
of them, whatfoever prefents itfelf -before us, is Book it |
ficient: An arch or waggith Trick of a Page, a fottifh M
ftake of a Servant, ora Jeft at the T'able, are fo many néi
Subjects.  And for this very Reafon, Converfation wil
Men is of very great Ufe, and T'ravel into foreign Countrid
of fipgular Advantage; not to bring back (as moft of ot |
young Monfieurs do) an Account only of how many P
Santa Rotonda is in Circuit ; or of the Richnefs of Signrs |
Livia’s Attire; or, as fome others, how much Nerd's Fac
in a Statue in {uch an old Ruin, is longer and broader tha |
that made for him at fuch another Place : But to be abk |
chiefly to give an Account of the Humours, IMannes
Cuftoms and Laws of thofe Nations where he has bea
And, that we may whet and fharpen our Wits, by b |
bing them upon thofe of others, I would that a Boy flotk
be fentabroad very young (and principally to kill twoBird |
with one Stone) into thofe neighbouring Nations whot §
Language is moft differing from our own, and to whic |
it it be not formed betimes, the Tongue will be grownlo |
f1iff to bend. And alfo *tis the general Opinion of all, t
a Child fhould not be brought up in his Mother’s Lap. Me
thers are too tender, and their natural Affection is apt®
make the moft difcreet of the:m all fo over-fond, th:Ltlbf}'
her find in theirHearts to give them due Cosrectio?
for the Faults the nmit, nor fuffer them to be brosght

iy 1
up

bofopby is, accord-
#ng to Plato.
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up in thofe I—Im-di’hips;nd {Inzards theyﬁ)ught to be. They
would not endure to fee them return a ; 7
Duft and Sweat from their Exercife, to Fomdnels of Mo-
drink cold Drink when they are hot,
nor fee them mount an unruly Horfe,
nor take a File in Hand againft a rude Fencer, or fo much
as to difcharge a Carbine : And yet there is no Remedy 3
whoever will breed a Boy to be good for any Thing when
he comes to be a Man, muft by no Means fpare him, even
when fo young, and muft very often tranfgrefs the Rules
of Phyfick ¢

Vitamque fub dio, &5 trepides agat
In rebus *.

He muft tharp Cold and fcorching Heat defpife,
And moft tempt Danger, where moft Danger lyes.

thers pernicious to
Education.

Itis notenough to fortify his Soul, you are alfo to make
hisSinews ftrong ; for the Soul will be oppreft, if not affifted
by the Members, and would have too hard a Tafk to dif-
charge two Offices alone.  I'know very well, to my Coft,
how much mine groans under the Burthen, forbeing ac-
tommodated with a Body fo tender and indifpofed, as eter-
nally leans and prefles upon her; and often in my Reading
perceive, that our Mafters, in their Writings, make Ex-
amples pafs for Magnanimity and Fortitude of Mind,which
really is rather Toughnefs of Skin and Hardnefs of Bones ;
for I have feen Men, Women, and Children, naturaily
born of {o hard and infenfible a Conftitution of Body, that
ai‘m_mu’ Cudgelling has been lefs to them, than a Flirt with
2 Finger would have been to me, and that would neither
ery out, wince, nor quitch for a good fwinging Beating ;
fr}d whenWreftlers counterfeit thePhilofophers in Patience,
tisrather Strength of Nerves than Stoutnefs of Heart. Now
to be inured to undergo Labour, is to be accuftomed to en-
dﬂlll'_ﬁ Grief.  Labor callum obducit dolori : Labour fupplies
Grief with a certain Callus, that defends it from the Blow. A
Boy 1 to be inured to the Toil and Vehemency of Exercife,
to train him up to the Pain and Suffering of Diflocations,
Colicks, Cauteries, and even Imprifonment, and the Rack

e ——

¥ ' ;
* Horat. I 1. Ode 2. A+ Cicero Tufe, 1. 2.
itfelf,
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itfelf, for he may come, by Misfortune, to be reduced i
worlt of thefe, which (as thisWerld goes) is fometimesi
fli€ted on the Good, as well as the Bad. As for Proof, 1/
our prefent Civil War,whoever draws his Sword againfilh
Laws, threatens all honeft Men with the Whip and the i}
ter. And moreover, by living at home, the Authoriyl
this Governor, which ought to be {overeign over the Boyk|
has received into his Charge, is often check’d, interrupi |
and hindred by the Prefence of Parents; to whichm!
alfo be added, that the Refpeét the whole Family paylis|
as their Maiter’s Son, and the Knowledge he has of
Eftate and Greatnefs he is heir to, are, in my Opinion, i
imall Inconveniencies in thefe tender Years, ‘And yet e}
in this converfing with Men I fpoke of but now, [ |
obferved this Vice, That inftead of gathering Obfervaiis
from others, we make it our whole Bufinefs to lay ourkl
open to them, and are more concerned how to expofea
fet out our own Commodities, than how to encresfen
Stock by acquiring new. Silence therefore and Mok
are very advantageous Qualities in Converfation : And o
fhould therefore train up this Boy to be {paring, and a g}
Hufband of hjs Talent of Underftanding, when onge#
quired ; and to forbear taking Exceptions at, or reprofii
every idle Saying, or ridiculous Story, {poke or told in |
Prefence ; for it is a Rudenefs to controvert every That |
that is not agreeable to our own Palate, Let him befit |
fied with corre@ting himfelf, and not feem to condest
every Thing in another he would not do himfelf, nordit |
pute againft common Cuoftoms. Let him be wife witho
Arrogancy, without Envy, Let him avoid thefe vainad

uncivi] Images of Authority, this childifh Ambition ¢ |
Coveting to appear better bred and more accom plithed thas |

he really will by {uch Carriage difcover himfelf to be, at

as if Opportunities of interrupting and reprehending W |
not to be omitted, to defire from thence to derive theRe |

putation of i'mncching more than ordinary ; for, it bee |

comes none but great Poets to make Ufe of the poetic
Licence, allowed only to thofe of celebrated Art; it isall
intolerable, thatany but Men of great and i11aftrions Sod
fhould be priviledged zbove the Authority of Cuftom; ¥

e
v

ouid Socrates, &5 Ariflivpus contra morem, €5 confuetud
25 . ~ Al x v 1 b
Jecerunt, iden fibi ne arbitraiur licere ; magis enim s Y
Jeinti

v

v
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dicinis bonis hanc licentiam affequebantur®, If Socrates and
Ariftippus hawe tranfgreffed the Raules of Cuflom, let Lim
not imagine that be. is licenfed fo do the fame 3 for it was by
reat and fovereign Virtues that they abtained this Privvi-
bdge. Let him be inftructed not to engagc in Difcourfe,
or difpute but with a Champion worthy of him, and even
there, not to make Ufe of all the little Fallacies and Subtle-
ties that are pat for his Purpofe; but only {uch asmay beft
ferve him upon that Occafion. Let him be taught to be
carious in the Ele&tion and Choice of his Reafons, to abo-
minate Impertinence, and confequently, to aftect Brevity ;
but above all, let him be leffoned toacquiefce and fubmit to
Truth as foon as ever he fhall difcover it, whether in his
Opponent’s Argument, or upon better Confideration of his
own; for he fhall never be preferred to the Chair for g
mere Clatter of Words and Syllogi{ms, and is no farther
engaged to any Argument whatever, than as he thall in his
own Judgment approve it : Nor yet is Arguing a Trade,
where the Liberty of Recantation, and getting off upon
better Thoughts are to be {old for ready Money. Negue ut
tmzia, que prefiripta & imperata fint, defendat, neceffitate
ulla wgé:’ur ;L » Neither isithere any Né:(ﬁ{y ar Oﬁf{ga!ia::
upon bim at all, that be flould defend all Things that are

tecommended to and enpoined bim. 1f his Governor be of
myHumour, he will form his Will to be avery good and
loyal Subje& to his Prince, very affe@ionate to his Perfon,
and very ftout in his Quarrel ; but withal, he will cool in
him the Defire of having any other Tie to his Service,
than merely a publick Duty 3 becaufe, befides feveral other
Inconveniencies, that are very inconfiftent with the honeft
Liberty every honeft Man oughtto have, a Man’s Judgment
being bribed and pre-poflefled by thefe particular Obliga-
tions and Favours, is either blinded and lefs free to exercife
its Funétion, or fhall be blemifhed either with Ingratitude
or Indifcretion. A Man that js purely a
Courtier, can neither have Power nor Wit
: to {peak or think otherwife than favoura-
bly and well of a Mafter, who, amongft {fo many Millions
of other Subjeéts has pick’d out him with his own Hand to

Dfpendmrce up-

o Princes,

—

* Cic. de Offic. 1. + Cic. dead. I 4.
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|

nourifh and advance him. This Favour, and the P
flowing from it, muft needs, and not without {ome She]
Reafon, corrupt his Underftanding, and deprive him of tf
Freedom of Speaking : And alfo we commonly fee tid
People {peak in another Kind of Phrafe than is ordini
Tpoken by others of the fame Nation, though what theyf
in that courtly Language, is not much to be beliewd
fuch Cafes. - Let his Confeience and Virtue be eminety
manifeft in his Speaking, and have only Reafon for il
Guide. = Make him underftand, that to acknowledgeit]
Error he fhould difcover in his own Argument, thougha|
found out by himfelf, is an Effe& of Judgment and Stacert
which are the principal Things he is to feek after. T
Obftinacy and Contention are common Qualities, né
appearing i and beft becoming a mean and illiterateSe|
That to recollet; and to corre@ himfelf, and to forfl
an unjuft Argument in the Height and Heat of Dift
are great and philofophical Qualities. Let him be#
vifed, being in Company, to have hisEye and Earinen
Corner of the Room; for I find that the Places of greatd|
Honour are commonly poffeft by Men that have k]
in them, and that the greateft Fortunes are not alii|
accompanied with the ableft Parts. 1 have been prefe}
when, whilftthey at the upper End of the Chamber bar
been only commending the Beauty of the 4rras, of Ik}
Flavour of the Wine, many Things that have been ¥|
finely faid, have been loft and thrown away at the loi|
End of the Table. Let him examine every Man’s Tale}
a Peafant, a Bricklayer, or a Paffenger ; a Man may let|
fomething from every one of thefe in their feveral Capst}
ties, and {omething will be picked out of their Difcomt]
whereof fomeUfe may be made at one time’or another; i
even the Folly and Impertinence of others will contributel!
his Infiration. By obferving the Graces and Fafhions?|
all he fees, he will create to himfelf an Emulation Of i
Good, and a Contempt of the Bad. Let an honeft Curioff|
be fuggefted to his Fancy of being inquifitive after e¥l) |
thing, and whatever there is of fingular and rare near the
Place where he thall refide, let him go and feeit; a fur
Houfe, a delicate Fountain, an eminent Man, the Pt
where a Battle has been anciently fought, and the Paflag
of Cz/far and Charlemain. 3 o
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Que Tellus fit lenta gelu, que putris ab afiu;

Ventus in Italiam quis bene wvela ferat *.

What Countries to the Bear objetted lye,
What with the Dog-ftar Heats are parch’d and dty;
And what Wind faireft ferves for Iftaly.

Let him. enquire into the Manners, Revenues, and
Alliances of - Princes; Things in themfelves very pleafant
tolearn, and:very-ufeful to know. In thus converfing with
Men, I mean; and: principally, thofe who only live in the
Records of ‘Hiftory ; he fhall, by Reading thofe Books,
converfe with thofe greatand heroick Souls of former and
better Ages. . *Tis an idle and vain Study, I confefs; -to
thofe whomake it {o; by doing it after anegligent Manner,
but to.thofe who do:it with Care and Ob{ervation, ’tis a
Study of ineftimable Fruit and Value; and the only one,
8 Plato reports, the Lacedemonians veferved to themielves.
What Profit ‘fhall he 'not reap as to -the Bufinefs of Men,
by Reading the Lives of Plutarech? But withal, let my
Governor remember to what End his Inftructions are
principally direted, and that he do not fo much imprint
i his Pupil’s Memory the Date of the Ruin of -Cars
thage, as the Manners of Hannibal and Scipios nor. fo
much where Marcelius died, as why it was unworthy of
his Duty that he 'died there. ‘That he do not teach him
fo-much the narrative Part, as the Bufinefs of Hiftory.
The Reading of which, in my Opinion, is a Thing which
of all others we apply ourfelves untowith the moft differing
an}i uncertain Meafures. Ihave read an hundred Things in
Livy, that another has not, or not taken Netice of at leaft;
and Plutarch has read ‘an hundred more than ever I could
find, or. than: peradventure that Author ever writ. To
fome it s merely a Grammar-Study ; to others, the very
Anatomy of Philofophy ; by which the moft fecret and
abftrufe Parts of our human Nafure are penetrated into.

here are in Plutarch many long Difcourfes }very worthy
to be carefully read and obferved, for he is, in my Opinion,
gf all other, the greateft Mafter in that Kind of Writing 3

Utwithal, there are a thoufand others which he has only

—

;ff;ﬂpfﬂ b4 Eleg. 39-N + Elegy of Plutarch.

touched




L
170 MownTA16NE"s Effays. ;
touched and glanced upon, where he only points it
his Finger to dire& us which Way we may go if wewi|
and contents himfelf fometimes with only giving one brik|
Hit in the niceft Article of the Queftion, from whenc #}
are to grope out the reft 5 as for Example, where hefa
That the Inbabitants of Afia came to be Vajlals to one only i}
ot - hawing been able to pronounce one Syllable, whi
No. Which Saying of his gave perhapsMatter andOcs
fion to Boétius to write his Poluntary Servitude. - Eventls|
but to fee him pick out a light Aétion in a Man’s Life
a Word, that does not'{feem to be of any fiichTmportass|
is itfelf 'a whole Difcourfe. . *Tis to ouriPrejudice
Men of Undef{tanding fhould {6 immoderately affetiv|
vity ;- no Doubt but their Reputation: is the better by}
But in the mean Time we are. the worfe. - Plutarch il
zather 'we fhould applaud his Judgment, ‘than commél
his Knowledge, and had rather leave us with:an Appei
to read more, than ghutted with that we' have alre
read. He knew very welly that alMan may fay toomi
even upon the beft Subje@s, and that Alexandrids a
juftly ‘teproach him who made very elegant;:but too ]ulngi
Speeches to the Epbori, when he faid, O/Stronger!inf
fpeakeft the Things thou oughteft o fpeak, but ml afler )
Masnner thou fbouldeff fpeak them. Such-as have lean ﬂl?i
fpare Bodies; {tuft themfelves out with' Clothes; fo tuf |
who are defeQtive in Matter, endeavour to. make amet}
with Words. Human Underftanding is marvellouly &}
lightened by daily Converfation with Men, for we#|
otherwife of ourfelves fo ftupid 4s to-have our Sight lini|
to the Length of .our'own Nofes. - One afking Socratts]
what Country heé was, he did not make Anfwer, Of 48|
but, Of the World; thus he whofe Emagination was =
ter levelled could carry farther ; he embraced the wht
World for his Countty, and extended hjs Sociéty and Fre|
fhip to all Mankind ; not as we do, who look no firt¥|
than our Feet, When'the Vines of our Village are M|
with the Froft, the Parifh-Prieft prefently concludes ™|
the Indignation of God 'is gone out againft 2ll the hom#)
Race, ‘and that the Cannibals have already got th“?’%
Who is it, that feeing the bloody Havock of thefe C{T"i
Vars of ours, does not cry out, That the Mac¥|
of the World is near Diffolution, and that the Dy ®
I Judgme®
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wih® Judgment is at Hand ;' without confidering,  that many
il §  worfe Revolutions have been feen, and that, in the mean
+biik | *I’ime,.}’cople are very merry in a thoufand other Parts of
@wf theEarth forall this? For my Part, confidering the Licenfe
elpf  and Impunicy that always attend fuch Commotions, Tad-
bfe§  mise they are formoderate; and that there isno more Mif
whaf chiefdone.” To him: that feels the Hail ftones patter about
Quaf  hisEars, the whofe Hemifphere appears'to be in Storm-and
ndff  Tempett; ‘like ‘the ridiculous Sawsyard, who faid very
ifyef  gravely, That if that fimple King of France could have
taht  managed his Fortune as he thould have done, he might in
el Time have come to have been Steward of the HouThold to
&Bef theDuke his Mafter; The Fellow could not, in his fhals
byitt  low Imagination, conceive that there could be any ‘Thing
whif  greater than a Duke of Sawsy.  And, in Truth, we are
madt  2llof us infenfibly in this Error, an Efror of a very great
peief  Trainand very pernicious Confequence. But whoever fhall
e reprefent to his Fancy, as in a Pi@ure, that great Image of
ymidf 0 Mother Nature, - pourtrayed in her full Majefty and
o i LUﬂf’E, whoever in her Face fhall read fo general and {o
o | cenﬁraint a Variety, whoever thall obferve himfelf in that
o i Igure, and not. himfelf but a whole Kingdom, no bigger
ieME than the leaft Touch or Prick of a Pencil, in Com parifon
nmf Oof the Whole, that Man alone is able to value Things ac-
ot rding to their true Eftimate and Grandeur. This great
umend orld, which fome do yet multiply as feveral Specses under
flymf °ne Garyr, is the Mirror wherein we are to behold our-
weith flves, to be able to know outfelves as we ought to do. In
limi#® *0rt, Twould have this to be the Book my young Gentle-
agtf 1an fhould fludy with the moft Attention for fo many
AbmE imeurs, fo many Seélts, fo many Judgments, Opinions,
#¥E A%, and Cuftoms, teach us to judge aright of our own,
it} dinform oy Underftandings to difcover their Imperfec-
Frigf fon and natyya) Infirmity, which is no trivial Specalation,
farthe S many Mutations'of States and Kingdoms, and fo many
irns and Revolutions of publick Fortiine, will make us
enough to make no great Wonder -of ‘our own. So
hopet) Tany great Names, fo many famous ViGtories and Con<
heFpf Juefs drowned and fwallowed in Oblivion, render oug
! 9pes ridiculous, of eternizing our Names by the taking
[achi¥ | o half 2 Score light Horfe, or a paultry Turret, which
DagdF %y derives jp's Memiory from it’s Ruin.  The Pride and
Igme§ N z Arrogancy

Wwife
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Arrogancy of {o many foreign Pomps and Ceremonies th
tumorous Majefty of fo many Courts and Grandeus, «}
cuftom and fortify our Sight without Aftonifhment, tof/
hold and endure the Luftre of our own.. So. manylf
lions of Men buried before us encourage us not to feusl
go feek fo good Company in the other World, and fodfd
the reft. Pythagoras was wont to {ay, That our Life
tires to the great.and populous Affembly of the Ol
Games, wherein fome exercife the Body, that theym
carry away the Glory of the Prize in thofe Contentions
others carry Merchandife to fell for Profit. There ares
fome (and thofe none of the worft Sort) who purfucs
other Advantage than only to look on, and confiderii
and why every Thing is done, and to be unactiveSpi
tors of the Lives of other Men, thereby the better tojic
of, and regulate their own ; and indeed, from Examples#
the Infirution couched in philofophical Difcourfes, ®|
naturally flow, to which all human Aéions, as to te|
beft Rule, ought to be efpecially directed : Wherealt)
fhall be taught to know, |

Duid fas optare, quid afper i
Utile nummus habet, patvie charifgue propinguis |
Quantum elargiri deceat, quem te Deus effe |
Fuffit, & bumana qua parte locatus es in re, !
Quid Sumus, aut quidnam vilturi g{gﬂfﬂrffr*. |
What he may wifh, what’s Money's natural Ufe, |
‘What to be liberal is, and what profufe, \
What God commands, an honeft Man fhould be, |
And here on Earth, to know in what Degree
That God has plac'd thee, what we are, and W), |
He gave us Being and Humanity,

what it is to know, and what to be ignorant, what 00
to be the End and Defign of Study, what Valou Tei
perance, and Juftice are, the Difference betwixt Ambi)
and Avarice, Servitude and Subjection, Licenfe and?
berty, by what T'oken a Man may know the trae and

Contentation, how far Death, Afliction, and Dif¥.

are to be apprehended.

* Pevfius, Sat. 3.
1
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Et quo quemque moda fugiatque fevatque laborem *.

And what Way every one may know
Labour t'avoid or undergo.

By what fecret Springs we move, and the Reafon of our
various Agitations and Irrefolutions: For, methinks, the
firft Doétrine with which one fhould feafon his Under-
flanding, ought to be that which regulates his Manners and
hisSenfe; that teaches him to know himfelf, and how both
well to die, and well to live. Amongft the liberal Sci-
ences, let us begin with that which makes us free; not that
they do not all ferve in fome Meafure to the Inftruétion and
Ufe of Life, as all other Things in fome fort alfo do; but
let us make Choice of that which diretly and profefledly
ferves to that End. If we are once able to reftrain the Of
fiees of human Life within their juft and natural Limits,
we fhall find that moft of the Sciences in Ufe are of no
great Ufe to us, and even in thofe that are, that there are
many very unneceflary Cavities and Dilatations which we
had better let alone, and following Socrates’s Diretion, li-
mit the Courfe of our Studies to thofe Things only where
atrue and real Utility and Advantage are to be expected
and found.,

Sapere aude.

Incipe vivendi, qui reffe proregat boram,
Rufticus expellat dum defluat amnis, at ille
Labitur, £ labetur in omne wolubilis wvum +.

Dare to be wife; begin, who to their wrong,
The Hour of living well defer too long,

Like ruftick Fools, fit with a patient Eye
Expe@ling when the murm’ring Brook runs dry,
Whofe Springs can never fail, ’till the laft Fire
Lick up the Ocean, and the World expire,

"Tis a great Fooiery to teach our Children

Quid moveant Pifces, animofaque figna Leonis,
Lotus, & Hefperia quid Capricornus aqua 1.

¥ f’irg. Zn. 16, Horat. Epiff. 2, 1 Pro-
prt b 4. Eleg, 1. ¢ . ;
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What Influence Pifces have, o’er what the Ray
OF ane » Leo bears the greateft Sway,

Or Capricornus Pmnru,, who ftill Iaves

Hist «.‘LL ning Forchead in the Hefperian Waves,

The Knowledge of the Stars, and the Motion of the eLgtL'
Sphbere, belore their own,

L al

Ti @il dicauke fuol

Ti & r.:)-r._jsicfi Bowrew™. ‘
How {wift the {even Sifters Motions are,
Or the dull Churls how {low, what need I care,

Anaximenes WI""EII‘U' to nyf'f‘frcrd: To wwbat Pﬂrpa'."é, fid
he, ould I trouble ?.r‘..,f/.é"c‘( in fearching out the Secrets of i
Star 5 having Lﬂm B or Sla-._rf ¥ .‘:a?:rufszzﬁ. 55.-\;)‘53}3 il fur'
For the Kings of " Perfia were atthat Time p:eparncrml.-g
vade his Country,. ‘Every one ought to{ay the famt,ﬁ
:1’3 ryﬁwf d, ‘as }a iy 5;' Amb u‘;w Hvarice, wmmf.,ﬁff
?rrpfrfzfrh, an d aving it bin /’EJ many other Enemis ufln
Jball I go cudgel sy Brains abour the World's Re-wfdf.'xs .
" After h Wing hlut ht him what will make him more
and good, }cm may then entertain him with the Elemeti}
of Logick, Phylick, Geometry, and Rhetorick, and it
Science which he ﬂm;l then himfelf moft incline to, &}
Judgment being beforehand formed and fit to chufe, he .\_:
quickly make his own. ‘The Way of miiru&mg him ougk
to be fometimes by D:L courfe, and fometimes by Rfadlrtl
fometimes his Governor fhall put the Author himelf,whic
he fhall thmk moft proper for him, into hisEands, u]
fomﬁmma only' the Warrow and Subftance “of it; andi |

he Governer himfelf be not converfant enough in Books |
to turn’ to all the fine Difcourfes the Boolk contains, :3“
may fonre Men“of Learning be }xmf_d to him, that
every Occafion fhall fupply h;m with what he defires, al
ftand in Need: of, -to recommend to his Pu ipil. Andwh|
can doubt, but that this Wa 1y of Tea ching is much mo
ealy and natural than that of ‘Gazaz 2" 1n’ which thePt |
cepts are fo intricate, andfo hardh; and the Words fo vah |
lean, and infignificant, that there is no Hold to be takea®

e - et

¥ dnacreon, Ode 17,

thents
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them ; nothing that quickens and elevates the Witand Fan-
cy; whereas, here the Mind has whatto feed upon, and to
digeft: This Fruit therefore is. not without Comparifon,
much more fair and beautiful ; but will alfo be much more
early and ripe. . *Tis a thoufand Pities that Maiters fhould
be at fuch a Pafs in this Age of ours, that Philofophy,-even
with Men of Underftanding, fhould be looked upon asa
vain and fantaftick Name, a Thing of no Ufe, no Value,
either in Opinion or Effet, -of which I think thofe loufy
Ergoti{ms,and little Sophiftry, by prepoflefling the Avenues
unto it, are the Caufe.  And People are much to blame to
feprefent it to Children for a Thing of fo difficult Accefs,
and with fuch a frowning, grim, and formidable Afpeét
Who has difguifed it thus witlh this falfe, pale, and gholily
Countenance? There is nothing more airy, more gay,
more frolick, and I had like to have {aid, more wanton.
$he preaches nothing but Feafting and Jollity ; a melan-
cholick thoughtful Liook: fhews that fhe does not inhabit
there,  Demetrius, the Grammarian, finding in the T'em-
pleof Delpbos aKnot of Philofophers{et chattering toge-
ther, faid to them, Either I am much deceived, or by your
cﬁmrfuf and pleafant Countenance, you are i ngaged in ma very
degp Difeourfe. - To which one of them, Heracleon, the Ma-
gician, replied, *Tis for {uch as are puzzled about enquiring
whethér the future Tenfe of the Verb Baanw, be {pelt
with 2 double'a, or that hunt after the Derivation of the
Comparatives ysigsor, BéXlioi, and the Superlatives Xé-
picay| Béazisoy, to knit their Brows whilft difcourfing of
their Science ;- but as to philefophical Difcourfes, they
always divert and cheer up thofe they entertain, and ne-
ver deject them, or make them fad.

Deprendas anitii tormenta latentis in agro
Corpare; deprendas, & gaudia, famit wtrumque
Inde habitum facies*.

Th' internal Anguifh of ‘afick Man’s Mind
Your Eye may foon difcern, and alfo find

‘The Joys of thofe in better Health that are,
For ftill the Face does the, Mind’s Livery wear,

* Fuven: Sat. g.
- N 4 ? The
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The Soul that entertains Philofophy  ought to be of fid
a Conftitution of Health, as to render the Body inli
Manner healthful too ; fhe ought to make her Tranquilliy
and Satisfattion fhine, {o as to appear without, and ha}
Contentment ought to fathion the outward Behaviourtols
own Mould, and confequently to fortify ‘it with a grachl|
Confidence, aflive Carriage, and with a fereneand conf
tented Countenance. The molt manifeft Sign-of Wildn|
is a continual Chearfulnefs; her Eftate islike that of Thing|
S iT the I?l.e{ginns ab(‘ar}c*: };‘10 ané Ba!u?;.'i
ngg ‘f Pﬂf c cri‘_r Eﬁln(‘ erene. . 15_ qmra an ; .:trm:
= ton :Lhat render their Difeiples fo dirty
i ill-favoured, and: not fhe; they do noth
much as know ler, but by’ Hear-fay. - "Tis fhe that alm
and appeafes the Storms and Tempefts of the Soul, al
who teaches Famine and Feversto laugh and fign; and that
fiot by certain imaginary Epicycles, ‘but by natural a|
manifeft Reafons. 8he has Virtue for her End; whi|
is not, as the School-men fay, fituate upon the Summityé
a perpendicular Rock, and an inacceffible Precipice. 5 |
as have approached her, find it quite contrary, to befeis
in a fair, froitful, and flourithing Plain, from whence |
eafily difcovers all Things fubjected to her ; to whichPat |
any one may however arrive, if he know but the eé! |
and the neareft Way, through fhady, green, and fweetlyfo
rithing Walks and Avenies, by a pleafant, eafy, and fmo
Defcent, like that of the celeftial Arches. »*Tis form
having frequented this fupreme, this beautiful, trinmpha
and amiable, this equally delicious and’couragious Virt
this fo profefled and implacable Enemy to Anxiety, Sorth
Fear, and Conftraint, who, having Nature for heerdﬁ;
hasFortune and Pleafure for her {iompanions,thattheyhﬁ"ﬁ i
goneaccording to their own'weak Imagination,and creat
this ridiculous, this forrowful, querulous, defpitefal; threst
ning, terrible Image of it to themfelves and others; 4 |
placed it upon a folitary Rock amongft Thorns and B |
bles,and made of it a Hobgoblin to frightPeopIefmmdanEE .
to approach it. ‘But the Governor that I would 1 |
that is, fuch a orie 4s knows it to'be his Duty to poffelsh
Pupil with" as much or more Affeétion than: Reverenct? |
Virtue, will be able to inform him, that the Poets 5%
evprmoreagcommodated themfelves fo the publick Hume™

Al
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and make him fenfible, that the Gods have planted more
Toil and Sweat in the Avenues of the Cabinets of Venus,
than thofe of Minerwa, which, when he fhall once find him
begin to apprehend, and fhall reprefent to him a Brada-
manta, or an Aigelica for a Miftrefs, a natural, active, ge~
nerous manly Beauty, in Comparifon of a foft, delicate,
artificial, fimpering, and affefted Form ; the one difguis’d
in the Habit of an heroick Youth, with her beautiful Face
fet out in a glittering Helmet, the other trick’d up m Curls
and Ribbons like'da wanton Minx ; he will then look upon
his own Affeétion as brave and mafculine, when he fhall
chufe quite contrary to that effeminate Shepherd of Plbrygia.
Sucha T'utor will make a Pupil to digeft this new Doctrine,
that the Height and Value of trueVirtue confifts in the Fa-
¢ility, Utility, and Pleafure of it’s Exercife; fofrom Diffi-
culty, that Boys, as well as Men, and the Innocent, aswell
a the Subtile; may make it their owns and it is by Order
ind good Conduét, and not by Force, that it is to'be ac-
quird.  Socrates, her firlt Minion, isfo averfe to all Man-
ner of Violence, as totally to throw: it afide, to dlip into
the more natural Facility of her.own Progrefs: 'Tis the
Nurﬁng—Mather of all human Pleafures, who, in rendring
them juft, renders them alfo pure and permanent; in mode-
rating them, keeps them in Breath and Appetite ; in inter-
di&ing thofe which fhe herfelf réfufes, whets our Defire to
thofe which fhe allows; and, likea kind and liberal Mo-
ther, abundantly allows all that Nature requires, even to
Satiety, if not to Laflitude ; unlefs we will declaim, That
the Regimen of Health that ftops:the Toper’s Hand before
he has drank him{elf drunk, the Glutton’s before he hath
eaten to a Surfeit, and the Whoremafter’s Career before
h? hath got the Pox, is an Enemy to Pleafure. If the or-
dmar}' Fortune fail, and that,fhe meets with an indocile
Difpofition, fhe pafies that Difciple by, and takes another,
not fo fickle and unfteady, whom fhe forms wholly her own.
She can be rich, potent and wife, and knows how to lye
upon {oft Down, and perfum’d Quilts too: She loves
Life, Beauty, Glory, and Health; but her proper and
peculiar Office is to. know. regularly how to make ufe of
all thefe good Things, and how to part with them with-
?ut Concern ; an ‘Office-much-more noble than trouble-
iom, and without which the whole Courfe of Life is
: unnatural,
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unnatural, turbulent and deform’d ; and there it is indesd,
that Men may juftly reprefent thofe Monifters upon Rocks
and Precipices. If this Pupil fhall happen.to be of fo ctof
and- contrary a Difpofition, that he had rather heara Tile
of a Tub, than the true Narrative of {ome noble Exped:

tion, or fome wife and learned Difcourfe ; who at theBe |
of a Drum, that excites'the youthful Ardour of: his Com |

panions, leaves thatto follow another that calls to aMor
rice, or. the Bears, and who would mot wifh;-and find it
more delightful, and more pleafing, to-return all Duf
and Sweat viftorious from a Battle, than from Tennis, or
from a Ball,! with the Prize of thofe Exercifes; I feem
other Remedy, but that he be bound Apprentice in foms
good Town to learn to make Minc'd-Pies, thoughhe wer
the Son of a Duke, according to Plats’s Precept, That
Children are to be plac’d out, 2nd difpos’d of, not accor:
ing to the Wealth, Qualities, or Condition of the Fathe,
but according to the Faculties and the Capacities of ther
own Soul. But fince Philofophy is that which infirués
us to live, and that Infancy has there it’s Leflons as well&
otherfAges, why is it not communicated to Children be-

times? And why are they riot more eatly initiated init? |

Udum, & molle lutun eff, wunc, nunc properandus, Gan |

: L i ¥
Fmgmaﬁas fine fine rota*.

"The Clay is moift and foft, now, now make Hafte,
And form the Pitcher; for the Wheel turns faft,

|

They begin to teach us to live when we’ have almof
done living. A hundred Students have got the Pox before |

they have comeé to read Hrifforle’s Le&ture of Temperanté.
Cicero {aid, that though he fhould live two Men’s Agess he
fhould never find Leifure to ftady the Lyrick Poets; and
I find thefe Sophifters yet more deplorably unprofitabk.
The Boy we would breed, has a great deal lefs Time 0
fpare’; he owes but the firft fifteen or fixteen Years of b
Lifeto Difcipline, the Remainder-s due to Aétion : There:
fore Tet us employ that fhort Time in neceffary Inftruttion
Away with the Logical Subtilties; they are Abufes, Thing®
by which our Lives can never be amended : Take me the

—

* Pr,:ﬁ Stat. 3. )
7 plain
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et plain Philofophical Difcourfes, learn firlt how rightly to
ocks choofe, and then rightly to apply them, they are more
crof eafy to be underftood than one of Baoccace’s Novels ;a Child
i | from Nurfe is much more capable of them, than of learn-
Rl ing toread or to write. Philofophy has Dilcourfes equally
IB“{ ' proper for Childhood, -as for the decrepid Age of Men ;
Em' :' and Tam of Plutarch’s Minf:l, th.at Ariftotle Ariftotle’s Mo
gt | did not fo much trouble his. great Difci- 2oL
it lewith the Knack of forming Syllogifms, *-2%/ fnfirad:

. plesaELhe S e * ing Alexander
Duf or with the Elements of Geometry, as b Cre
or ey ’ . e \aréar.
| with infufing into him good Precepts con-
1M cerning Valour, Prowefs, Magnanimity, Temperance,
ome and the Contempt of Fear; and with this Ammunition
vee fent him whillt yet a Boy, with no more.than 30000
5 Foot, 4000 Heorfe, and but 42000 Crowns to {ubjugate
orc the Empire of the whole Earth. For the other Arts and
hery | Sciences, Alexander {ays, he highly indeed. commended
hei their Excellency and Quaintnefs, and had them in very
uls great Honour and Efteem, but not ravifh’d with them to
las that Degree, as to be -tempted to-aftect the Pratice of
h“-" ; them in his own Perfon. :
L Petite banc juvene(que, fenefue
act l Finem animo certum, miferique viatica canis*,
Young Men and'old, from hence yourfelves befriend,
g Form both yeur Minds, with fome fure Aim and End ;
And both therein againit the Time to come
b | Wretched old Age, get a Viaticam.
ot | Egicurus, in the Beginning ofhis Letter to Meniceus, {ays,
e | that neither the Youngeft Thould refufe to philofophife, nor
he | the Eldeft grow weary of it ; And who does otherwife, feems
nd | tacitly to imply, that either the Time of living happily
S | 8 mot yet come, or that it is already paft: And yet for
o | all that, I would not have this Pupil of ours imprifon'd,
his ' andmade a Slave to his Book ; nor would I have him given
i | up to the Morofity, and melancholick Humour of a four,
o | lll-natur’d Pedant, I would hot have his Spirit cow’d and
ags fifdeI’d, by applying him to the Rack, and tormenting
the him as fome do, 14 or 15 Hours 2 Day, and fo makea
Fack-Horfe of him. Neither fhould T think it good,

* Pe'?j: Siat. 5.
i _when
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when by reafon of a folitary and melancholic Complexion,
he is difcover’d to be much addiéted to his Book, to nourifh
that Humour in him, for that renders them unfit for civil |
Converfation, and diverts them from better Employment,
And how many have I feen in my Time totally brutified |
by an immoderate Thirik after Knowledge ? Carneadein |
io befotted with it, that he would not find Time fo much
as to comb his Head, or pare his Nails; neither would]
have his generous Manners fpoil’d and corrupted by the |
Incivility and Barbarity of thofe ‘of another. The Franch |
Wifdom has anciently been turn’d into Proverb, Early ou
of no Continuance ; and in truth we yet {ee; that nothing
can be more ingenious and pretty than the Children of |
France ; but they ordinarily deceive the Hope and Expec
tation hath been conceiv’d of them, and grown up tobe
Men, have nothing extraordinary, or worth taking Ne- |
tice of. T have heard Men of good Underftanding fay, |
thefe Colleges of ours to which we fend ouir young People
(and of which we have but too many) make them fuch
Animals as they are. But to our little Moxnfeur, a Clof,
a Garden, the Table, his Bed, Solicitude and Company,

Morning and Evening, all Hours fhall be the-{ame, aud |

all Places to -him a Study ; for Philofophy, who, 2 thlc
Formatrix of Judgment-and Manners, . fhall be his prinei
pal Leffon, has that Privilege to have a Hand in every
"Thing. The. Orator Ificrates, being at a Feaft intreate
to {peak of his Art, all the Company were {atisfied with,
and commended his Anfwer ; It is nof siow a Time, {aid bt
fo do what Ican do's andthal which it is now Timetodo, Im'a;-
not do. For to make Orations and rhetorical Difputes it
a Company met together to laugh and make good Chett,
had been very unfeafonable and improper, and as much
might have been faid of all the other Sciences: Butasto
what concerns Philofophy, that Part of it at leaft thattreat
of Man, and of his Offices and Duties ; it has been the
joint Opinion of all wife Men, that, out of Refpeé to ti¢
Sweetnefs of her Convérfation, fhe is ever to be admitted
in all Spoxts, and Entertainments.  And Plato having It
vited her to his Fealt, we fhall fee after how gentle and
obliging a Maniier, accommodated both to Time 8K
Place, fhe entertain’d the Company, though ina Dif
courfe of the higheft and moft important Nature. Bl

: o
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Equd pauperibus prodeft, locupletibus aqué,
Et negledta eque pueris, fenfibufque nocebit *.

It profits Poor and Rich alike, but when
Negleéted, t'Old and Young are hurtful then.

By which Method of Inftraétion, my young Pupil will be
much more, and better employ’d than thofe of the Col-
lege are: But as the Steps we take in walking to and fro
in 2 Gallery, though three Times as many, do not tirea
Man {o much as thofe we employ in a formal Journey ; fo
our Leflon, as it were accidentally occurring, without any
{et Obligation of T'ime or Place, and falling naturally into
every Action, will infenfibly infinuate itfelf. . By which
Means, our very Exercifes, and Recreations, Running,
Wreftling, Mufick, Dancing, Hunting, Riding, and
Fencing,- will prove .to be a good Part of our Study. I
would have his outward Behaviour, and ‘Mein, and the
Difpofition of his Limbs form’d at the fame T'ime with his
Mind. ’Tis not a Soul, ’tis not.a Body that we are train-
ing up, but a Man, and we ought not to divide him : And,
as Plato {ays, we are not to fafhion one without the other,
but make them draw together like two Horfes harnefs'd to
a Coach, By which Saying of his, does he not feem to
allow more Time for, and to take more Care of Exercifes
for.the Body, and to believe that the Mind in a good Pro-
portion does her Bufinefs at the fame Time too? As to the
reft, this Method of Education ought to be carried on with
a fevere Sweetnefs quite contrary to the Prac-
tice of our Pedants, who, inftead of tempt-
ing and alluring Children to Letters by apt
and gentleWays, do in truth prefent nothing
before them but Rods and Ferula’s, Horror and Cruelty.
Away with this Violence! away with this Compulfion !
than which, I certainly believe nothing more dulls and de-
generates a well-defcended Nature. If you would have him
apprehend Shame and Chaftifement, do not harden him to
them, Inure him to Heat and Cold, to Wind and Sun, and
to Dangers that he ought to defpife. Wean him from all
Effeminacy, and Delicacy in Clothes and Lodging, Eating
and Drinking ; accuftom him to every Thing, that he may

Sewverity az
Enemy to E-
ducation,

* Horat, I 1. Epifl. 1.
hot
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not be a Sir Paris, a Carpet-Knight, but a finewy, hatdy, |
and vigorous young Man. I have ever froma Chuld, tothe
Age wherein ]l now am; been of this Opinion, and am il |
conftant toit. Butamongft other Things, the ftriét Goven |
ment of moft of our Colleges has evermore difpleas’d mg,
and peradventure they might have err’d lefs pernicioufy |
on the indulgent Side, ’Tis the true Houfe of Corretiog
of imprifon’d Youth. They are taught to be debauch
by being punifh’d before they are fo. Do but comem |
when they are about their Leflon, and you fhall hear no-
thing but the Out:cries of Boys under Execution, with th
thundring Noife of their Pedagogues, drunk with Fury, b |
make up the Concert. A very pretty Way this ! to tempt
thefe tender and timorous Souls te love their Book,’ witha
furious Countenance, and'a Rod in Hand! A curfed and
pernicious. way. of Proceeding ! Befides what Dusnfilior
has very well obferved, that this infolent Authority &
often attended by very dangerous Confequences, and pir-
ticularly our Way of chaftifing. How much more decent
would it be to fee their Clafles ftrew'd with green Leavs
and fine Flowers, than with the bloody Stumps of Birch
and Willows ? Were itleft tomy ordering, T fhouldpaint
the School with the Piures of Joy and Gladnefs; Frg
and the Graces, as the Philofopher Speufippus did his ; that
where their Profit is, they might there have their Plez
fure too. Such Viands as are proper and wholefom for
Children fhould be feafoned with Sugar, and fuch asae
dangerous to them, with Gall. ~ A Man fhould admire to
fee how folicitous Plaso is in his Laws concerning the Gaiely
and Diverfion of the Youth of Hhis City, and how much
he enlarges himfelf upon their Races, Sports, Songs, Leaps
and Dances : Of which, he fays, that Antiquity has gives
the ordering and Patronage particularly to Apolls, M-
#erva, and the Mufes. He infifts long upon, and is very
particularin giving innumerable Precepts for Exercifes; b
as to the lettered Sciences fays very little, and only feems
particularly to recommend Poefy upon the Account_ﬂf
Mufick. All Singularity in our Manners and Condition
is by all Meins to be avoided, as inconfiftent with civil
Society. Who would not be aftonifh’d at fo ftrange 4
Conititution as that of Demaophoon, Steward to Alexander

the Great, who {weatedinthe Shade, and fhiver’din fhf
Sun
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Sun ? I have feen thofe who: have run from the Smell of 2
mellow Apple with greater Precipitation, than from a Har-
quebufe Shot ; others run awdy from a Moufe; others
vomit at the Sight of Cream ; others ready to fwoon at
the Sight of a Cat, as Germanicys, who could neither en-
dure the Sight nor the Crowing ef a Cock. I will not de-
ny, but that there may, peradventure, be fome occult Canfe
and natural Averfion in thefe Cafes; but certainly a Man
might conquer it, if he topk it in Time. Precept has in
this wronght fo effeCtually upon'me, though not without
{fome Endeavour on my Part, F-confefs, that Beerexcepted,
my Appetite accommodates.itfelf indifferently to all Sorts
of Diet. Young Bodies are {upple, one fhould therefore in
that Age bend, and ply them to aJl Fafhions and Cuftoms :
And provided 2 Man can contain the Appetite and theWill
within their due Limits, let a young Man, a God’s Name,
be render’d fit for all Nations and all Companies, even to
Debauchery and Excefs, if Occafion be ; that is, where he”
fhall do it out of Complacency to the Cuftoms of thePlace.
Lethim be able to do every Thing, but love to'do nothing
but what is good. The Philofophers themfelves do not
jultify. Califthenes for forfeiting the Favour of his Mafter
dlexander. the Great, by refufing to pledge him a Cup of
Wine.. Let him laugh, play, and drink with hisPrince -
Nay, Iwonld have him, even in hisDebauches, too hard
for the reft of the Company, and to excel his Companions
in Ability and Vigour, and that he may not give over do-
Ing 1t, eitherthorough defe& of Power or Knowledge how
to do it, but for Want of Will: Multam intereft, utrum
Peccare quis, molit,: qut. nefeiat * ;. There is a wafl Difference
betaixt Jorbearing to fin, and not knowwing boww to fin, X
thought T paft a Compliment upon 2 Lord, as free from
thofe Exceffes as any Man whatever in France, by afking
him_before a great deal of good Company, how -many
Times in his Life he had been drunk in Germany, in the
Time of his being there about his Majefty’s Affairs; which
he_ alfo took as it was intended, and made Anfwer, Three
lmes 3 and withal, told us the whole Story of . his: De-
bauches. I know fome, who for Want of this Faculty,

—

¥ Seneca, Epift, Go,
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have found a great Inconveniénce by it in negotiating with
that Nation. I have often with great Admiration reflefied |
upen the wonderful Conftitation of Alcibiades, who foex |
fily could ' transform himfelf to fo various Fathions with |
out any Prejudice to his Health ;- oné while out-doing the |
Perfian Pomp and Luxury, and another, the'Lacedemmia
Aufterity and Frugality;-as reform’d in Sparta, as voluy
tuous in Jonia, :

Omnis Arifisppum. decuit cobor, &5 flatus, (3 ress.
All Shapes and Colours, you €an name
Arifligpus well became.

I would have my Pupil'to be fuch a one,

Quem duplici panno patientia welat,

Mirabor wite via fi converfa decebit,

Perjonamgue _feret non inconcinnus ulyamquet.
Whom Patience in patch’d Clothes does meanly fhade,
Where a new Fortune a new Suit has made,

I fhall admire if gracefully he can
Th’ old Beggar hide in the new Gentleman, |

"Thefe are my Leflons, and he who puts them in Prac |
tice fhall reap more Advantage, than he who hashad then |
read to him only, and only knows them. If you fee him, |
you hear him ; If you hear him, you fee him. God forbid, |
fays one in Plats, that to philofophize were only to readt |
great many Books, and-to learn the Arts. Hane a;;.;pﬁ:'ﬁfm'; '
omnigm artium bene vivendi diftiplinam, wita magis g.':mll"-'-
teris perfequuti fumt*. They have more illufirated and it
prov'd this Difeipline of living well, awhich of all Arts is tht

greatefl, by their Lives, than by their Reading, - Leo Pring |

of the Phliafians, afking Heraclides Ponticus of whatft |

or Science he made Profeflion; I know, faid he, ne

!

ther Art nor Science, but T'am a Philofopher. One 1 |

proaching Diogenes, that being ignorant, he fhould pretergt'[
to Philofophy ; I therefore, anfwer’d he, pretend fo 1
with fo much the more Reafon. Hegefias intreated that he
would read a certain Book to him; Youare pleafant, faid
he, who chufe thofe Figs that are true and natural, and ot

§ Horat. /. x. Epif 17, % 1. Bid.  * Cic. 7%*'?};0;15'
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thofe that are painted ; why do you not alfo chufe Exer-
cifes which are naturally true, rather than thofe written and
prefcrib’d ? A Man cannot fo foon get his Leflon by Heart,
as he may pra&ife it : He will repeat it in his A&ions, We
fhall difcover if there be Prudence in his Exercifes, ifthere
be Sincerity and Juftice in his Deportments, if there be
Grace and Judgment in his Speaking, if there be Conftancy
in his Sicknefs, if there be Modefty in his Mirth, Temper-
ance in his Pleafures, Order in his Oeconomy, and Indif-
ferency in his Palate, whether what he eats or drinks be
Fleth or Fifh, Wine or Water, Qui difeiplinam fuam non
Wfentationem Jezentie, fed lepem vitee putet, quigue atf}fa?mpm'e:
iBfe fibi, £ decretis pareat * 3 Who confiders. his owon Difei-
pline, mot as @ wain Offentation of Science, but as a Law and
Rule of Life s and awho obeys bis own Decrees, and obferves
that R{gr'mfr.c be bas prf;ﬁrfér’d o fi?iﬁgf-‘j": The Condu@ of
our Lives is the true Mirror of our Doétrine. Zeupidamus,
©one who afked him, Why the Lacedemonians did not
tommit their Conftitutions of Chivalry to Writing, and
deliver them to their young Men to read, made Anfwer,
Thatit was becaufe they would inure them to A&ion, and
not amufe them with Words : With fuch 2 one, after fif.
teen or fixteen Years Study, compare one of our College
Laginifts, who has thrown 2 /ay fo much Time in nothing
it learning to fpeak. The World is nothing but BJ?:‘_;!:?
and L hardly ever yet faw that Man who did not rather
Prate too much, than fpeak too little ; and yet half of our
Age is embezzled this Way, We are kept four or five
*€15 to learn Words only, and to tack them together intg
Clﬂi}ffi; as many more to make Exercifes; and to divide a
tontinued Difcourfe into {o m any Parts ; and otherfiveYearg
“leatt to learn fuccin@ly to mix and interweave them
alter a fubtle and intricate Manner. Let us leave it to the
IERJ:HECI PJ‘DF&ﬂ-D’rs, (;.{jjng one _Dri tc f)k'ﬂ:&.‘;fﬁ.{, [ metin the
Plain on this Side Clery, two Pedants travelling towards
Wrdeans, ahout fifty Pacesdiftant from one another, and
4 good Way farther behind them, I difcover’da Troop of
Horfe, with a Gentleman at the Head of them, which was

h : : 3 : %
the [ate Monfeeur jo C anpte de la Rouchefoucaut 3 one of my
P ————
v * Cie, Tufe. 4. ,
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People enquir'd of the foremoft of thefe Domines, whotid
Gentleman was that came after him, who having not et |
the Train that follow’d after, and thinking he meanthi}
A pleafant dn- (;‘Oénpapion, lg‘lfcfﬂ.f;lnt_iy m?‘,—cﬁd, Hf:fl
fwer ijf et ? ent{ersz? .”’ be 15 a ?fl?ﬂ;?ﬁaha}.’,
s am a Logician. . Now we, _whr? qu |

3 contrary, do not here pretend to brei
Grammarian, or a Logician, but a complete Gentlefi
let us leave them to throw away their Time at their i
Fancy : Our Bufinefs lies elfewhere.. Let but our P |
be well furnifh’d with Things, Words will follow but
faft ; he will pull them after him, if they do not volu
rily follow. I have obferv’d fome to make Excufes,
they cannot exprefs themfelves, and pretend to have thet
Fancies full of a great many very fine Things, which j#
for want of Elocution, they cannot utter ; a mere Shift &)
nothing elfe. Will you know what I think of it! I thit |
they are nothing but Shadows of fome impsrfeft Ima.g-ii'
and Conceptions that they know not whatto make -:ut'mi-i
in, nor confequently bring them out: They do notf¢)
themfelves underftand what they would be at, andifj®
but obferve how they haggleand ftammer upon the P
of Parturition, you will foon conclude, that their Labe
is not to Delivery, but about Conception, and that 1|
are but licking their formlefs Embryo.  For my Pary 1§
hold, and Socrates is pofitive in it, ‘That whoever ]1 :
his Mind a fprightly and clear Imagination, heWit&
prefs it well enough in one Kind or another, and thow:
he ‘were dumb, by Signs.

Verbague pravifam rem non invita ﬁgr;ff.-‘!ﬂr*.
When once 2 Thing conceiv’d is in the Wit,
Words foon prefent themfelves to utter it. .

And as another as poetically fays in Profe, c# R;s::’:-'l:
wmum- occupavere, Verba ambiunt +. When Things o d
Jormd in 1 be F. ancy, Words offer themfelves in Mje
And this other, iffz 7es Verba ?'ﬁ;‘_‘-g'_w;gf I Tiw 1%
themfelves force Words to exprefs them. He knows |
thing of Ablative, Conjunétive, Subitantive, 0f Gre

i |

* Hor. de AdriePoetic, + Semeca. || Cistro ﬂ’ff”';_f,
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mar, no more than his Lacquey, or a Fifh-wife of the Pe-
tir-Pont ; and thefe yet will give you a Belly full of Talk, if
you will hear them, and peradventure fhall trip as little in
their Language, as the beft Mafters of Art in Frasce, He
knows no Rhetorick, nor how in a Preface to bribe the Be-
nevolence of the courteous Reader ; neither does he care,
nor is it very neceflary he fhould know it. Indeed all this
Decoration of Painting is eafily obfcur’d and put down by
the Luftre of a fimple and blunt Truth ; thefe fine Flourifhes
ferve only to amufe theVulgar, of themfelves incapable of
more folid and nutritive Diet, as 4fer does very evidently
demonfirate in Tacitus. The Ambafladors of Samus, prepar’d
with a long elegant Oration, came to Cleormmnes King of
Sjarta, to incite him to aWar againft the Tyrant Pokcrates,
whoafter he had heard their Harangue with great Gravity
and Patience, gave them this thort Anfwer; As to the Zax-
ordizm, I remember it not, nor confequently the Middle of
your Speech, but for what concerns your Conclufion, I
will not do what you defire: A very. pretty Anfwer this,
methinks, and a Pack of learned Orators no doabt moft
fweetly confounded. And what did this other {ay ? The
Athenians wgre to chufe one of two Architets for 2 Sur-
veyor toaVery great Building they had defign’d, of which

= =¥ = e
the firft, a pert aflefted Fellow, offer’d his Service ina
lﬂng premeditated Difcourfe upon the Subjet, and by his

People in his Favour

Oratory inclin’d the Voaices of the _ ;
but the other in three Words, Lords of Aihens, Al that
tbis Man bath Jaid, I will do. When Cicero was in the
Height and Heat of his Eloquence, many were ftruck with
Admiration ; but Cazs did only laungl

.£=¢;;,-,;@ij-:{_,;‘,_3! Comful. Letit go bef
good Sentence, or ;fl"hirg well faid
1t nether {uit well with what went before
good Coherence with wha :
itfelf. T am none of thefe whe
makes a good Poem. Lethimr

1ort 1f 1t will, *tis no great Matier ; 1f there b

2=}

and that the Wit and Judgment
mey :1
ces, I will fay here’s a

Emuniie neris,
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His Fancy’s rich, his Senfe 1s clear
In Verfe, though he has no good Ear.

Let 2 Man, fays Horace, diveft his Work of all Ornament |
and Meafure, 1

Tempora certa, modsfgue, & quod priusordine verbumd
Poflerius faciat, preponens ultima primis, '
Invenias etiam disjelti membra Poetz :

Let Tenfe and Mood, and Words be all mifplacd, |
Thofe laft that thould be firft, thofe firfk the laft
Though all Things be thus (huffled out of Frame,
You'll yet a Poem find in § Anagram,

He will never the more forfeit his Praife, for that theve |
Pieces will be fine by themfelves, Menander’s Anfwer il

this Meaning, who being reprov’d by a Friend, the Time

drawing on atwhich he had precifely promis'd a Comedf

that he had not yet fall’n in Hand with it, It is made and re

dy, faid he, all to the Verf{es. Having contrivd the Subjet,

and difpos'd the Scenes in his Fancy, he took little Carefu |
the reft. Since Ronfard and Du Bellay have given Reput: |
tion to our French Poefy, every little Dabbler, for oughtl |
fee, fwells his Words ashigh, and makes his Cadences Ve[

fiear as harmonious as they. Plus fonat, quam valt'i|
There <vere never fo many Poetaflers as noww 5 but though they |
find it no hard Matter to rhyme as mufically as they, thef |
yet fall infinitely fhort of imitating the brave Defcriptio |
of the one, and the curious Invention of the other. e |
what will become of our young Gentleman, if he be#t |
tack’d with the Sophiftick Subtilty of fome Syllogifin! |
Wefiphalia Ham makes a Man drink, Drink quenti §
Thirft ; therefore a Weflphalia Ham quenches Thirlk Wit

let him laugh at it, and it will be more Difcretion tododk
than to go about to anfwer it ; orlet him borrow this plet
fant Evafion from Ariflippus, Why thould T trouble mj |
to unty that, which, bound as it is, gives me fo ml]dfl
Trouble? One offering at this dialetick Juggling agaith |
Cleanthes, Chryfifpus took him {hort, fa}'ing,uf{cfcn‘ethclé |

et e ———— —————

+ According to that of Dr. Donue, D. of 5% Paul's,
* SEnECA, .{;I.-li:l’;;.a 40,
' Bauble
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Baubles to play with Children, and do not by fuch Fooleries
divert the ferious Thoughts of 2 Man of Years. If thefe
ridiculous Subtilties, contorta, (5 aculeata Sophifmata *, as
Cicero calls them, are defign’d to poffefs him with an Un-
truth, they are then dangerous ; but if they fignify nomore
than only to make him laugh, Ido notfee why they fhould
be fo confiderable, that a Man need to be fortified againft
them. There are fome fo ridiculous, as to go a Mile out of
their Way to hook ina fine Word : Aut qui non verba rebus
aptant, fed res arceffunt, quibus verba conveniant ;5 Who do
ot fit Words to the Subjelt, but feck out Things quite from the
Purpofe, 1o fit thofe Words they are fo enamour’d of. And, as
another fays, Qui alicujus werbi decore placentis wocentur ad
ity quod non propofucrant fcribere || 5 Who by their Fondnefs of
Jome fine founding Word, are tempted to fornething they badno
Intention to treat of. I, for my Part, rather bring in a fine
EF11:011cc by Head and Shoulders to fit my Purpofe, than
divert my Defigns to hunt after a Sentence. On the con-
trary, Words are to ferve, and to followa Man’s Purpofe ;
and let Gafcon come in Play where French will not do. I
would have Things fo exceed, and wholly poffefs the I-
magination of him that hears, thathe fhould have fome-
gﬂing elfe to do, than to think of Words. The Way of
opeaking that I love is natural and plain, aswell inWrit-
ing as Speaking, and a finewy and fignificant Way of ex-
prefling a Man’s {elf, fhort and pithy, and not fo elegant
and artificial as prompt and vehement,

Hec demum fapiet diftio, que feriet §.

Moft Weight and Wifdom does that Language bear,
Daes pierce and captivate the Hearer’s Ear.

}latller bard than harfh, free from Affe&ation ; irregular,
mcgmtiguous, and bold, "where every Piece makes ¥p an
entire Body ; not like a Pedant, a Preacher, or a Pleader,
butre-.thcr a Soldier-like Stile, as Suetonius calls that of
fff_f."zf; Cefar; and yet I {ee no Reafon why he thould cail
itio, T have never yet been apt to imitate the negligent
Garb, which is yet obfervable among the Young-Men of

——

* .
Cicero Aead. |, 4 T Duin. i 8 Seneca, Epi
Y Epip, Lucan, s B -
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{fame Thoughts I cannot fay. The Athenians (fays Plato)
are obferved to ftudy Length and Elegancy of Speaking ;

the Lacedemonians to affe@t Brevity ; and thofe of Crete
to aim more at the Fecundity of Conception than the Fer-
tility of Speech, and thefe are the beft. Zenon us'd to
fay that he had two Sorts of Difciples, one that he call’d
Qidohsyss, curious to learn Thmgs, and thefe were his
Favourites ; the other, Asg oQEhd', that cared for nothing
bat Words. Not that fineSpeaking is not a very good and
commendable Quality ; but not fo excellent and fo ne-
ceflary as {ome would make it ; and I am i'“c::nc[aliz’d that
our whole Life fhould be {pent in no*hing elfe., T would
firft underftand my own Language, and that of my Neigh-
bours with whom moft of my Buﬁnefs and Converfation
lyes. No doubt but Greek and Latin are very great Orna-
ments, and of very greatUfe, but we buy chein too dear:

Iwill hear difcover one Way, which alfo has been experi-
mented in my own Perfon, by which they are to be had
better cheap, and fuch may make Ufe of it as will. My
Father having made the moft precife fnquiry that any
Man could poflibly make amongit Men of the greateft
Learning an ?j dgment, of an exaét Method of Education,
was by tlle:n caution’d of the Inconvenience then in Ufe,
and made to b elieve, that the tedious Time we apply’d to
the le earning of the La ngu uages of thofe People who had them
for ﬂOuﬂJ"g was the fole Caufe we could not arrive to that
Grandeur of Soul, and Perfe&ion of Knowledge with the
ancient Greeks and Romans : I do not however believe

that to be the only Caufe : But the Expedient my Father
found out for this, was, that in my Infancy, and before
I be egan to 10@:1&, he committed me to the Care of a Ger-
mar, who fince died a famous Phyfician in France, totally
ignorant of our Language, but very fluent and a great
Critick in Larin, This Man, whom he had fetch’d cut of
his own houmy, and whom he entertain’d with a v x.l»
great Salary for this only End, had me continually in 1,1

UJ

b ":l

fame ’\atnon but of inferior Lmrnlng to attend me, an
{ometimes to relieve him ; who all of them entertain’d me
With no otlrer Langua ge but Latin, ,.-"1-'. to the reft of his
Family, it was an inviolable Rul le, that m,Lhc' h,mﬂ,]f'
nor my D‘uOLﬂe;, M: in, Nor M: 13d {thould ,. seak any thi ;nfr
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in my Company, but fuch Zarin Words as every one bl |
learnt only to gabble with me. It is not to be imagin' |
how great an Adv wtag this pwov 'd to the whole Family; |
my Father and my Mother, by thul\icm,wammg I,r:rc:
enough to underftand it puh,&l} well, and to {peakit lo;
fuch 2 De yree, as was fufficient for any neceflary Uleja

alfo thofe of the Servants did, who were moft fremwn.;
with' me, To be fhort, we did Latin it at {uch a Rt |
that it overflowed to all the neighbouring Villages, whee |
there yet remain, thathave eftablifh’d themf{elvesby Cil |
tom, feveral Latin Appellations of Artizans,” and th |
Tools. As for what concerns myfelf, I was above i |
Years of Age before I underftood either. French or Peipy:
din, any more than Arabick, and without Art, Bk
Grammar, or Prccep Whipping, or the Expence of2
Tear, had by that Time lr‘""".'i fpeak as J'['.‘L Latint |
my Mafter himfelf, If (for E nple) they were to gie |
mea Theme after the Co fhion, tn:* gave it
o‘u.u% in Frenth, | me, they were of '\LCLI]!.} 0
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Soul in all Liberty and Delight, without any Severity or
Conftraint. Which alfo he was anObferverof t¢ { ¢l a De-

gree even of Superftition, if I may fay fo, that fomc H. ng
of Opinion, it did trouble and difturb the Brains of Chil-
dren fuddenly to wake them 1 in the Morning, and to {natch
them violently and over-haftily from ‘aiu,p (wherein they
are much more profoundly envolved than we) he only caufed
me to be waked by the Sound of fome mufical Infirument,
and was never unprovided of 2 ’\1. fician for that [ urpoﬁi;
by which Example you may judge of the reft, this alone
bein ¢ fufficient to recommend hom the Prudence and Af-
ftul(,n of fo oood a Father ;- who therefore is not to be
blamed if he did not reap the Fruits anfwerable to fo exqui-
fite 2 Culture; of which, two Things were the C'ill(t"
Firfl, a Steril and improper Soil: For th ough I was of
frong and healthful Con ﬂ']l.L‘hOl‘l. and of a I"' fpofition to-
Tf’r?bi" {weet and tractable ; yet I was Witlnl {o ne*1 'Ys
idle, and indi{pofed, that they could not rouze me from
tmsS*uplm y to any Exetrcife of Recreation, nor get me
out to play, W ‘hat 1 faw, I faw clear enough, and under
this lazy Culi plexion, nourifhed a bold Ima agination, and
(Jplnm:wauou. my Age. I had aflothful Wit, that would
g0 nofafter than it was led, a flow uudﬁrf’mndmw, a lan-
enifhing Invention, and after all, an incredible Defeé& of
Memory ; fo that it is noWander, if from all thefe nothing
Farti"&{-:f:mble can be extrated. Sfca:m’fy, {H;c thofe, who,
Impatient of a long and fteady Curt,, fubmit to all Sorts of
Preic.:pt.ons and Rccmtf«) the 53000 Man hemg extremely
timorous of any Way failing in aThing he had fo wholly{et
hlaumitvpm fuffered him{elfat laft tobeover-ruled by the
tommon Oguuon, and cnmpwu g with the Method of the
Time, having'no longer thoie Perfons he had bmugﬂtout of
draly; and who had given him the firlt Model of Education,:
about him, lre fent me at fix Years of Age to the College of
Guienng,at that time the rr.uis.Louuﬂw.lngmﬂ ance. And the
Itwas not pefiible to md any Thing to Lhr Care he had to
Provide me the moft able Tutors, hn’h all other Circums-
lances of Education, re _f:rwng...{o feveral particular Rules
tontrary to the Collc ege Pratlice; butfo it was, that with
8l thefe Precautions, it was a Lo“uﬁc ftill. My Latin
mmedia ately grew corrupt, of wlﬂm alio by Difconti-
fance I haye imce loft uHMan“el of Ufe: Sp that this new
2 Way
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Way of Inftitution ferved me to no other End, th:mc.
atmy firft coming to prefer me to the firft Forms: . Fori|
thirteen Years old, that I came out of the Lollege, Iht }
run through my whak Courfe, (as they call it) and, i}
T'ruth, withou it any Manner of Improv 6111c:1t that T |
honeitly bn_g of, in all this Time. The f firft Thing ti |
gave me any Talfte of Books, was the Pleafure Ima:’.ri
n.udmg the Fables of Owid’s Metame 101L~ and witl |
them I was fo taken, that being but nor eight Yex |
old, I would fteal from all other Dmr_nl;: ents 10 14 |
thcm, both by Reafon that this was my own h..kL.(.lLL
ouage, the eafieft Book tha I was acq J_ﬂmrw with, 2t |
for the Sul mcz, the moft 1c 4:1»_ 1 to tneC"paEi"'
of my Age . For as for La: ’,’.'f .‘_ai., Amadis de Ga
Huon of Bourdeauz, ch Trumpery, which Chi
dltl’ are moit m,]lfauh 1 with, I had never fo much as beit |
their Names, no more than I yet know what they contat; |
fo exact was the Difcipline wherein I was brought o |
But this was =;"C’J‘]""':‘ to “,‘.iw me negleft the other beflis |
itely to my Advik
have to do ‘.\“:Tii . underd u‘;.».ul:* IL*OI \I]‘L‘
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thro 'mlﬂwia 5 . Pﬁ_“‘j and fome ke
han x.umcmm, allured by the ';\'.{3- tnefs and Pleafure of ti
Subjet ; whereas, | } {

1e been fo foolith as to-have taked |
me Uff this 4.11'.“*. [ do rc:_ll.v believe I had IJTUIJ”'

Hatred of BcoLs.u
"jh oft all our young Gentlemen do; bat he carried himf
very difereetly in .il’LiR finefs, je::'nmg to take I*O“*O'{h
' ing me only fuch Time as I could fteal from
1 l th moderate b:';:’.i:, which whet
our thofe Books I was naturally fomu
<, For the cﬂ,.‘,i r1111.=]§\ my Fal
leavour to whom he had deliver®
-uucs._ion, was f«ﬁ'.bzutv f Manners and g’f“
Humour; and, to fay tl "J'rL:':'iz, mine had no ot
Vice but.Sloth and Want of Met tlt. There was no e
that I would LO ill, but that I would do nothing; No-bed
ted that Iw ’fdld be wig ked, but ufelefs; tilfﬁ“ lwtl
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#1f are thefe, he is idle, cold in the Offices of Friendfhip
and Relation, and remifs in thofe of the Publick ; he is
too particular, he is too proud : But the moft injurious do
not fay, Why has he taken fuch a Thing ? Why hds he
not paid fuch a one? But why does he part with nothing ?
Why does he not give ? And I thould take it for a Favour
that Men would expeét from me no greater ffeéts of Su-
pererrogation than thefe. But they are unjuft to exat from
me what I do not owe s and in condemning me {0 it, they
offace the Gratification of the A&, and deprive me of
the Gratitude that would be due to me upon {uch a Boun-
ty; whereas the aétive Benefit ought to be of fo much the
greater Valoe from my Hands; by how much I am not
paffive that Way at all. I can the more freely difpofe of

my Fortune, the more it is mine, and of myf{elf the more
Tam my own. Nevertherlefs, if i were good at fetting
out my own Adions, I could peradventure very well
repel thele Reproaches, and could give fome to under-
ftand, that they are not {o much offended, that I do not
enough, as that I am able to do a great deal more than I
do. Yet for all this heavy Difpofition of mine, myMind,
when retired into it{elf, was not & together idle, nor wholly
deprived of folid Inquifition, nor of certain and infallible
Refults about thofe Objeéts it could comprehend, and
could alfo without any Helps digeft them 5 but amongft
other Things, I do really believe, it had been totally im-
poffible to have made it to fubmit by Violence and Force.
Shall I here acquaint you with one Faculty of my Yonth?
I had great Boldnefs and Aflurance of Countenance, and
to that_a Flexibility of Voice and Gefture to any Part I
undertook to aét.

Alier ab undecimo tum me wix ceperat annus ™.

For the next Year to my eleventh had

Me but a very few Days older made.
‘-} h:’:n I played the chiefeft Parts in the Latin Tragedies of
Buchanan, Guerent, and Muretus, that were prefented in
our College of Guienne,with very great Applaufe ; wherin
Andreas Goveanus, our Principal, as inall other Parts of his

* Virg. Bucol. 8.
Undertakingy
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Undert'ikipg, was, without Comparifon, the beft of th |
Employment in Frante . ; and I was locked upon asoned |
the chief Altors, *Tisan Exercife that I do not difapprr
in young People of Condition, and have fince feen out
Princes, by the Example of thc Ancients, in Perfon hand
fomly and commendably perform thefe Exercifes; andi

was moreover allowed to Perfons of the frre&teﬁ%a ity
profefs, and make aT'rade of it m Greece,  Arifloni Tragin
adllori rem aperet : Huic & genus, & fortuna bonefla eran;
Nec Ars, quia nibil tal apud Grecos ;zm’mf &f ea deformabus®,
He i p"zrtz’d this _/f,ffmz to Arifto the 7 Jﬁrﬁe?’if’!:, a Manifa |
g0od Family and Fortune, avhich, neverthelefs, did J;:zh,,r.;"
them receive a 7y Blemifo by that P rofe #’!m ; :J-;r‘éf'e"” fh
Kind being reputed a f):j,‘m'cmw wt in Greece, I\ay [ have

.‘m.u.a taxed thofe wr"h Inw“u tinence, who condemn thek

Entertainments, and with 11\_; uftice thofe who refufe tost
mit fuch Comedians as are worth feeing into the gﬂrﬂ
TDWP% and g udge the Pe ople that nm,I:LL Diverfion
Well- govern'd LLT’E.‘GLL[;U”‘: take (J(: T {0 ::ﬂf"flb]ethmrb
':':m._., not only to the folemn Duties of Devotion, but
alfo to Sports and ““t"‘ &tacles, They find Soc en'and Friend:
fhip augmented by it ; and befides, can there poffibly b
”"I“w"‘fi a more orderly and tmum Diverfion, than wh!
is performed in the Sight of every one, and very oftenil
the Prefence of the mmenu. 1\1 ‘”‘!1?‘.‘,1&, himfelf ¢ Andl;
for my Part, fhould think it: L?'umm!e that the Princt
fhould fometimes f*l"*'rth ]1r‘~ People at his own Expence;
and that in great and popular Cities there might be Thez:
tres erefted tor fuch Entertainments, if but to divert then
from w 0"16 and more private Aftions. But to return o Dy
Subjedt, there is nothing like alluring the,%upehte and Af
.ﬁ'fz-s;,? otherwile you 1 make s‘;:,tn,r.g but fo many Aft
3”36'?:‘ with Books, and by Virtue of the Lafh, give ﬂ‘f"‘ i
their Pocket full of Learni ng to keep ; whereas, t0 dowe
you fhould not only lodge it with them, but maket hﬂﬁ
CT}?Ollikj it.
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That it is Folly to meafure Truth and Error by
our own Gapacity.

’TIS not perhaps without Reafon, that we attribute
Facility of Belief and Eafinefs of Perfuafion to Sim-
plicity and Ignorance, and I have heard Belief com-
pared to the Impreflion of a Seal ftamp’d upon the Soul,
which, by how much fofter and of lefs Refiftance it is, 1s
the more eafy to be impofed upon. Ut neceffe ¢ff lancem in
libra ponderibus impofitis, de primis fic animum perfpicuis ce-
deres As the Scale of the Balance muft give Way to the
Weight that preffes it down, fo-the Mind muft of Nece(fity yield
t Demonflration: And by how much the Soul i1s more
empty, and without Counterpoife, with {o much greater
Facﬂiiy it dips under the Weight of the firit Perfuafion.
And this is the Reafon that Children, the common People,
Women, and fick Folks, are moft apt to be led by the Ears.
But then, on the other Side, ’tis a very great Pre{fumption,
to flight and condemn all Things for falfe that do notap-
pear to us likely to be true ; which is the ordinary Vice of
fuch as fancy themfelves wifer than their Neighbours. I
was myfelf once one of thofe ; and if I heard Talk of dead
Folkswalking, of Prophecies, Enchantments, Witcheraft,
or any other Story, Ihad no Mind to believe,

Somnia, terrores magicos, miracyla, Jagas,
&S e
Nocturnas lemures, portentaque Theflala.
3 L
Dreams, magick 'Terrors, Wonders, Sorceries,
L=

Hobgoblins, or Theffalian Prodigies.
Tprefently pitied the poor People that were abufed by thefe
Follies ; whereas I now find, that T myf{elf was to be pitied
as much at leaft as they ; not that Experience has taught me
HT’?Thiﬂg to convince my former Opinion, though my Cu-
riofity hasendeavoured thatWay 3 but Reafon has inftructed
me, that thus refolutely to condemn any Thing for falfeand

smpofiible,
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impoffible, is arrogantly and impioufly to circumfcribead
limit the Will of God, and the Power of Nature, withi
the Bounds of my own Capacity, than which no Folly
be greater. If we give the Namesof Monfter and Mir
to every Thing our Reafon cannot comprehend, how ma |
are continually prefented before our Eyes? Let us butem
fider through what Clouds, and as it were groping inf
Dark, our Teachers lead us to the Knowledge of mofd
the Things we apply our Studies to, and we fhall find tht
it is rather Cuftom than Knowledge that takes away t %'
Wonder, and renders them eafy and familiar to us.

——— Fam nemo ceffis faturufyue vidends,
Sufpicere in Cali dignatur Jucida Templa®.

S —

Already glutted with the Sight, now none
Heaven’s lucid Temples deigns to look upon,
And that if thofe Things were now newly prefented fo® |
we fhould think them as firange and incredible, if mi |
more than any others. '

8i nunc primum morialibus adfint
Ex improvifo, feu fint objella repents,
Nil magis bis rebus poterat mirabile dici, .
Aut minus ante quod guderent fire credere gonlit

Where Things are {uddenly, and by Surprize
Juft now objeCted new to mortal Eyes,

At nething could they be aftonifh’d more,
Nor lefs than what they fo admir'd before.

He that had never feen a River, imagined the firltke
met with to be the Sea, and the greateft Things that have |
fallen within our Knowledge, we conclude the Extremé
that Nature makes of the Kind,

Scilicet & fluvius qui non eff maximus, e off
Qui non anie-aliguem majorem widit €5 inpens ;
o s 1 _{ & 4 [ :
Arbor homogue videiur, (& omnia de genere omni
Maxime qua widit quifque, hee ingentia fingit]

e ———————————

A little River unto him does feem,
That bigger never faw, a mighty Stream :
T e T — - e
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ibe aid A Tree, a Man ; any Thing feems to his View
withi O'th’ Kind the greateft, that ne'er greater knew.
lly ca
Vlivack Confuetudine Oculorum, affuefcunt animi, neque admirantur,
o eque requirunt rationes earum rerum, quas femper vident ®.
1t oo Things grow fzm:ifz'm' to Men's Minds f being ofien feen 5 Jfo
in the that they weither admire, nor are .El.i'g'e;?.’.r'_r;r{.?:'ﬂl';:[". z'::qu Things they
ok daily fee. 'The Novelty, rather than the Greatnefs of
id tht Things, tempts us to enquire into L‘heii_‘ (‘f:auf'ca But we are
gkl  tojudge with more Reverence, and with greater Acknow-

ledgment of our own Ignorance and Infirmity of this infi-
nite Power of Nature. How many unlikely Things are
there teftified by People of very good Repute, which if
we cannot p::r[-uf‘:.c_ic ourfelves 1’._1'{..‘!-UIL{LE‘?1}' ‘i.'L) believe, we
ought at leaft to leave them in Sufpence? For, to conclude

"
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b them impofiible, is by a temerarious Prefumption to pre-
' tend to know the utmoft Bounds of Peflibility. Did we

i nghtly underftand the Difference betwixt impofible,
s betwixt extraordina ry, and what is contrary to the common
i Opinion of Men, in believing rafhly, and on the other Side,

in being not too incredulous, we fhould then obferve the

Rule of Ne guid nimis, enjoined by Ckilb. When we find

in Froiffard, that the Count de Foix knew in Bearn the De-

it featof Fobz King of Caflile, at Juberoth, the next Day af-

ter, and the Means by which he tells us he came to do fo,
we may be allowed to be alittle merry at it, as alfo at what
our Annals report, that Pope Honorius, the fame _DP-._’;.' that
King Philip Auguflus died at Mant performed his pub-
lick Obfequies at Rome, and commanded the like through-
out all Zialy; the Teitimony of thefe Authors not being

ot he
AL L

have perhaps of Authority enough to reftrain us. But what if
el Plutarch, befides feveral Examples that he produces out of

Antiquity, tellsus, he is aflured by certain Knowledge, that
in the Time of Domitian, the News of the Battle loft by
Antonius: in Germany, was publifhed at Rome, many Days
Journey from thence, and difperfed throughout the whale
World, the {ame Day it was fought: And if Czfar was of

pinion, that it has often happened, that the Report has
preceded the Accident ; fhall we not {ay, that thefe fimple

* Cicero de Nat, Deor.
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People have {uffered themfelves to be deceived with the Vil
gar, for not having been fo clear-fighted as we? Isthereany
Thing more delicate,more clear, more fprightly than Pl
Judgment, when he is pleafed to fet it to work ¥ Ay
Thing more remote from Vanity ! Setting afide his Lean:
ing, of which I make lefs Account, in which of thefed
any of us excel him ? And yet there is fcarce a puifneS:
phifter that does not convince him of Untruth, and tha
pretends not to inftruct him in the Progrefs of the Work
of Nature: When we read in Bouchet the Miracles of S
Hilary's Relicks ; away with it, his Authority is not fuff
cient to bear us the Liberty of contradi@ing him : Butge:
nerally to condemn all fuch like Stories, feems to meanIm:
pudence of the worft Character. The great St. Aupufin
profefles himfelf to have feen a blind Child recover Sight
upon the Relick of St. Geraafe ; and St. Protafius at Mias,
a Woman at Carthage cured of a Cancer, by the Signof2
Crofs made upon her by a Woman newly baptized ; Hejje
r1u5, a familiar Friend of his, to have driven away the §pi
rits that haunted his Houfe, with a little Earch of the Sepil
chre of ourLord ; which Earth being alfo tranfported thent
into the Church, 2 Paralytick to have there been {uddenly
cured by it; a Woman in Proceflion, having touched?}
Stepber’s Shrine with a Nofegay, and after rubbing herEfs
with it, to have recovered her Sight loft many Vears befoj
with feveral other Miracles, of which he profeffes hinifef
to have been an Eye-Witnefs. Of what fhall we accile
him and the two holy Bifhops, Aurelius and Maximiwy
both which he attefts to the Truth of thefe Things? S'ﬂ_kf[
it be of Ignorance, Simplicity, and Facility ; or of Mg
lice or Impofture ? Is any Man now living fo impudent
as to think himfelf comparable to them, either in Firfi
Piety, Learning, Judgment, or any Kind of Perfeds H
Dui ut Rationem nuliam afferent, ipfa Authoritate me fro
gerent*. Wha, though they fhould give me no Reafon for wiit
they éiﬁ’z}'m, would yet convince me wwith their duthority, "18
a Prefumption of great Danger and Confequence, befides
the abfurd Temerity it draws after it, to contemn what We
do not comprehend. For after that, according to your i€

ER—

¥ Cicero 2, de Div. 1. 2. el 11
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Underftanding, you have eftablifh'd the Limits of Truth
and Error, and that afterwards there appears a Neceflity
upon you of believing ftranger Things than thofe you have
contradicted, you are already oblig’d to quit your Hold,
and to acquiefce. That which feems to me fo much to dif-
order our Confciences in the Commotions we are now in
concerning Religion, isthe Catholicks difpenfing {o much
with their Belief; they fancy they appear moderate and
wife, when they grant to the Huguenots fome of the Articles
in Queftiori; but befides that, they do not difcern what
ddvantage it is to thofe with whom we contend, to begin
to give Ground; and to retire, and how much this ani-
matesour Enemy to follow his Blow : Thefe Articles which
they infift upon as Things indifferent, are fometimes of
Yery great Importance, and dangerous Confequence. We
areeither wholly and abfolutely to fubmit ourfelves to the
Authority of our ecclefiaftical Polity; or totally throw off
all Obedience to it. *Tis not for us to determine what and
hmnf much Obedience we owe to it, and this I can fay; as
heving myfelf made Trial of it, that having formerly
taken the Liberty of my own Swing and Fancy, and omit-
ed or neglected certain Rules of the Difcipline of our

hﬂfth, which feem’d to e vain, and of no Foundation ;
ming afterwards to difcourfe it with learned Men, I have
fﬂi{ﬁd thofe very ‘Things to be built upon very good and
folid Ground, and ftrong Foundation; and that nothing
it Bratality and Ignorance make us receive them with
s Reverence than the reft : Why do we not confider
What an_tradi&ions we find in our own Judgments, how
?3“)’ Things were Yefterday Articles of our Faith, that
tﬂ'dﬂ? appear no other than Fables ? Glory and Curiofi-
‘?afﬂ the Scourges of the Soul ; of which, the laft prompts
w10 thruft our Nofes into every Thing, and the other for~
i85 05 to Jeaye any Thing doubtful and undecided.

Vou, I, P CHAP,
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CHAP XXVIL

Of Friendfbip:

Aving confidered the Fancy of a Painter I have i
fervesme, I had a Mind to imitate his Way ; fork
chooles the faireft Place, and Middle of any Wall, otk
nel of Wainfcot, wherein to draw a Pi€ture which#
finifhes with his utmoft Care and Art, and the Val
about it he fills with Grotefjue ; which are odd fgntafﬂﬂ
Figures, without any Grace, but what they derive foe
their Variety, and the Extravagancy of their S
And in Truth, what are thefe Things I feribble, ole §
than Gratefjues, and monftrous Bodies, made of d iffentsf

Parts, without any certain Figure, orany other thané

cidental Order, Coherence, or Proportion?
Defiuit in pifcem mulier formofa. fuperne o
That a fair Woman’s Face above doth fhows;
But 1n 2 Fifh’s Tail doth end below.

In the fecond Part I go Hand in Hand with my Paintr§
but fall very: fhort of him in the firft, and the bett¥ il
Power of handling not being fuch, ‘that I dareto Offff"

: o ; ding?
a brave Piece, finely painted, and fet off acords

Art. Thave therefore thought fit to borrow oné?¢
dz¢ Boitic, and {ucha one as fhall honour and adorn E!I .‘
reft of my Work, namely, a Difcourfe that he ¢4
The woluntary Servitude, a Piece writ in his younger 14
by way of Effay, in Honour of Liberty agai ft Ty
and which has fince run through the Hands of g
of great Learning and Judgment, not without ﬁﬂgu_”:
and merited Commendation, for it is finely writ &
full asany Thing can poflibly be: Thougha Man 1}“‘-:"“;
fidently fay, it is far {hort of what he is able 0 ﬂﬂifﬁ;
if in that more mature Age, wherein I had the Figp®

—
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* Hor, de Arte Poetica.
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Of Friendfbip, 2873
to know him, he had taken a Defign like this of mine, to
commit his Thoughts to Writing, we fhould have feen
great many rare ‘Things, and {uch as would have gone
very near to have rivall’d the beft Writings of Antiquity ¢
Forin natural Parts efpecially, I know no Man comparable
tohim. But he has left nothing behind him, {ave this
Treatile only, (and that two by Chance, for I believe he
never faw it after it firlt went out of his Hands) and fome
Obfervations upon that Edié of January, made famous
by our Civil Wars, which alfo fhall elfewhere perad-
Yeatare find a Place. ' Thefe were all I could recover of
his Remains; T, to whom, with fo affetionate a Remem-
brance, upon his Death-bed, he by his laft Will bequeath’d
bis Library and Papers, the little Book of his Works only
eeepred, which I committed to the Prefss And this
Pitticular Obligation I have to  this Treatife of his, thag
it was the Occafion of ‘my firft coming acquainted with
Iin\!m; for it was fhew’d to me long before I had the good
Hntine to know him, and gave me the firft Knowledge
of his Name ; proving {o the firft Caufe and Foundation
ofa Fiiendthip, which he afterward improv’d, and main-
b'd fo long as God was pleas’d to continue us toges
1]1‘”,' fo perfect, inviolate, and entire, that certainly the
Ike s hardly to be found in Story, and amongft the Men
o this Age, "there is no Sign nor Trace ofany fuch Thing
B Ule; fo much Concarrence is requir'd to the Building
%Hiich a one, that tis much if Fortune bring it but once
2pafs in three Ages, There is nothing to'which Nature
*“ms fo much to have inclin’d as to Society ; and Arifiotfe
fa}'ss that the good Legiflators had more Refpeét to Friend?

Ps than to Juftice, Now the moft {u- Perfs@ Friond
PemePoint of it's Perfection s this: For L¢W#% Triend-
2erally all thofe thac Pleafure, Profit, /2% what.
f’” i6K, or private Intereft, create and nourifh, are {o much

¢ {cls generous, and fo much the lefs Friendfhips, by
piew much they mix another Caufe and Defign, than fim-
Eit‘:,:rand Pure Friendfhip itfelf. Neither do the four an-
tiher fnds, Natﬂrai,.b}_ocmbie, Hofpitable and Venerean,
ricndf}fParthely or jointly make up a true and perfeét
Ris: d{h'lp- That of Children to Parentsis rather Refpedt :
i Ip being nouariflyd by Communication, which cans

»07 Reafon of the greatPDjiparity betwixt them ; but

z would
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would rather perhapsviolate the Duties of Natare ; forn}
ter are all the fecret Thoughts of Fathers fit to be coms}

nicated to Children, left it beget an indecent Familin§

betwixt them ; neither can the Advices and Repw
which is one of the principal Offices of Friendhip, !
properly perform’d by the Son to the Father. There#
fome Countries, where ’tis the Cuftom for Childrentoi¥
their Fathers; and others where the Fathers kill tif
Children, to avoid being fometimes an Impediment i
another in their Defigns ; and moreover, the Expeflis
of the one does naturally depend upon the Ruin 08
other. There havebeen great Philofophers whohaye s
nothing of this Tie of Nature ; as Arifiippss for one,
being preft home about the Affection he ow’d to his(E§
dren, as being come out of him, prefently fellto {pi i
ing, that that alfo came out of him, and that he didds
breed Worms and Lice ; and that other, that Pluani¥
deavour’d to reconcile to his Brother, I make never thes
Accountof him, faid he, for coming, out of the fame?#
This Name of Brother does indeed carry with itanamss
and affe€tionate Sound, and for that Reafon, heandIs
Brothers : But the Complication of Interefl, the Difié
of Eftates, and that the raifing of the one fhould b:#
undoing of the other, does ftrangely unnerve and flc#
this fraternal Tie : And Brothers purfuing their Fortue#
Advancement by the fame Path, *tis hardly poffit*
they muft of Neceflity often juftle and hinder one a1t
Belides, why is it neceflary that the Correfpondei”
Manners, Partsand Inclinations, which beget thefet®
perfe Friendfhips, fhould always meetand concurin&4
Relations. The Father and the Son may be of guit®
trary Humours, and Brothers without any Manse
Sympathy in their Natures. He is my Son, be 5%
Brother, or he'and I are Coufin-Germans ; but bl
onate, Ill-natur’d, or a Fool. And moreover ft;
much thefeare Friendfhips, thatthe Law, and naturd®
ligation, impofe upon us; fo much lefsis thereof 0"
Choice, and voluntary Freedom. Whereas that 0 =
Liberty of ours; hasnothing but that of Affecuor®
Friendfhip, properly it’s own. Not that I have i s
own Perfon experimented all can poffibly be eXPCo )
that Kind, having had the beft and moft indulsemFa;;;:
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Of Friendfpip. 205

gven to an extreme old Age, that ever was, and who was
himfelf defcended from a Family, for many Generations
famous and exemplary for brotherly Concord :

i Et ipfe

Notus in fratres animi Paterni *.

And he himfelf noted the reft above,

Towards his Brothers for paternal Love.

We are not here to bring the Love we bear to Women,
though it be an A& of our own Choice, into Comparifon ;
nor rank it with the others; the Fire of which, I confefs,

(Negue enim eff Dea nefcia noftri

Que dulcem curis, mifcet amaritiem+.)

(Nor is my Goddefs ign’rant what I'am,

Who pleafing Sorrows mixes with'my Flame.)

is'more ative, more eager, and more fharp ; but withal,
‘tismore precipitous, fickle, moving, and inconftant: A
Fever fubjeét to Intermiffion, and Paroxyfms, that has
fEi..z‘d buton one Part, one Corner of the Bflilding; where-
a in Friendfhip, ’tisa general and univerfal Fire, but tem-
perate and equal, a conftant eftablifh’d Heat, all eafy and
fmooth, without Poinancy or Roughnefs. Moreover, in

l‘m'e 'tis no other than frantick Defire, to that which
flies from s, : :

Com fegue la lepre il] cacciatore
Al freddo, al calds, alla montagna, al litte ;
Ne piu Peflima poi, che prefe vede,
Et fol dictro 2 chi fugge affretta il pieds t.
Like Hunters that the flying Hare purfue
U‘Br- Hill and Dale, through Heat, and Morning Deyw,
Which being ta’en, the Quarry they defpife,
Being anly pleas’d in following that which flies.

hSo. foon as ever they enter into Terms of Friendfhip,

Mat s to fay, into a Concurrence of Defires, it vanifhes,

iﬂdls gone, Fruition deftroys it, as having only a flefhly

nd, and fuch a one as 1s fubjeét to Satiety. Friendfhip

m‘f“: contrary, is enjoy’d proportionably, asit is defir'd,

ataonly grows up, is nourith’d and improves by Enjoyment,
e —

¥
~Hrat 1. 2. 0de 2. T Catullus. T Arioflo. Canio. 10.
Pi3 a3
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as being of itfelf fpiritual, and the Soul growing fillme|
perfect by Practice. Under, and fubfellious to this perii}
Friendfbip, 1 cannot deny, but that the:other vain Afs
tions have in my younger Years: found {ome Placens
Thoughts, that I may fay nothing of him, who hinkl
confefles but too much in his Verfes: So that I had b
thefe Paflions, but always fo, that I could myfelf
enough dittinguifh them, and never in any Degreeci(s
parifon with one another. The firft maintaining it'sFlight
{o lofty and fo brave a Place, as with Difdain tolook donf
and {ee the other flying at a far humbler Pitch below &
concerning Marriage, befides, that itisa Coven:nnt,t‘.-;
Entrance into,which is only free, but the Continun
it forc’d and compell’d, having another Dependance t
that of our ownFree-will, and a Bargain commonly contig
ed to other Ends, there almoft always happens a th
fand Intricacies in it to unravel, enough to break i
'Thread,: and to divert the Current of  a lively Afiecisf
Whereas Friendfhip has no Manner of Bufinefs or I
fick with any but itfelf. Moreover, to fay Truth, the a
nary Talent of Women, is not fuch, asis {ufficient omi§
tain the Conference and Communication requir'd, 08
Support of this Conjugal T'ie ; nor do they appear t0d&
du'd with Conftancy of Mind, to endure the Pinche's
hard and durable 2 Knot.. And doubtlefs if without®
there could be fuch a free and voluntary Familiarity ®
traéted, "where not only the Souls might have this
Fruition, but the Bodies alfo might fharein the Allies
and a Man-be engag’d throughout, the Friendfp ¥
certainly be more fulland perfe@ ; but itis without B
ple;-that this Sex could ever arrive at fuch Perfe&in{l, i
by the ancient Schools is wholly rejetted; as alfo
other Grecian Licence is juftly abhorr’d by our Mans
which alfofor having; accordin g to their Practice, al0¥
ceflary Difparity, of Age, and Difference of Offces ¥
twixt the Lovers, hold no more Proportion Wit rhe?f‘
fect- Union and Harmony that we here require, than ¥
other.  Quis off coim ifie amor amicitie ? - Cur 2t )

g:;em aa’a!gi.'mrm: quifguan guat, nequs ﬁ?"”?ﬁ‘m J u!;:!:
For avbat is the Love of Friendloip? Wy does nodnt T}

diform’d Youth, or a comely old Man ? Neither Wik 9
: :
|

"

f’* Cicero lib, 4. ol
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very Picture that the Academy prefents of it, as I conceive,
contradi® me, when I fay, that the firft Fury infpird by
the .Son of #enus into the Heart of the Lover, upon the
Sight of the Flower, and Prime of a fpringing and blof-
foming Youth, to whom they allow all the Infolencies and
paffionate Attempts that an immoderate Ardour can pro-
duce, was fimply founded upon an external Beauty, the
falfe Image of corporal Generation 3 for upon the Soul it
could not ground this Love, the Sight of which, as yet
lay conceal’d, was but now fpringing, and not of Maturity
to bloflom. Which Fury, if it{eiz’d upon a mean Courage,

the: Means by which he preferr’d his Suit, were rich Pre-

fents, Favour in Advancement to Dignities;and fuch Trum-
pery, which they by no Means approve : If on a more ge-
nerous Soul, the Purfuit was fuitably generous, by philo-
fophical Inftru@ionis, Precepts to revere Religion, to obey
the Laws, to die for the Good of his Country ; by Ex-
amples of Valour, Prudence and Juftice, the Lover ftudy-
ing to render himfelf acceptable by the Grace and Beauty
of his Soul, that of his Body being long fince faded and de-
¢ay'd, hoping by this mutual Society to eftablifh a more
fim and lafting Contraét. When this Courtfhip came to
affect in due Seafon, (for that which they do not requirein
the. Lover, namely, Leifure and Difcretion in his Purfuit,
they frictly require in the Perfon lov’d ; forafmuch as he
1 fo judge of an internal Beauty, of difficult KHDWIECEgE,
and obfcure Difcovery) then there fprung in the Perfon
'19V’d the Defire of a fpiritual Conception, by the Media-
tion of & fpiritual Beauty. This was the Principal ; the

corporeal, accidental, and fecond Caufes, are all the wron
Side of the' Lover, For this Reafon they prefer the Per-
fon belov'd, maintaining, that the Gods in like Manner
prefer him too, ‘and very much blame the Poet Zfehylus,
for having, in the Loves of Aehilles and Patroclus, civen
the Lover’s Part to Aehilles, who was in the firlt Flower
and Pubefeency of his Youth, and the handfomeft of all
the Greeks.  After this general Familiarity, and mutual
ommunity of Thoughts, isonce fettled, fuppofing the So-
¥ereign and moft worthy Part to prefide and govern, and to
perform it’s proper Offices, they fay, that from thence great
Dtlhty is deriv'd, both to private and publick Concerns;
that the Force and Power of Countries receiv’d their Begin-
fing front thence, and that it was the chiefeft Security of Li-
Y berty
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berty and Juftice. Of which, the falutiferous Loves of Har |
modus and Ariflogiton is a good Inftance; and thergforeiti
that they call’d it facred and divine, and do conceive, thi
nothing but the Violence of Tyrants, and the Bafenefi
the common People, is mimical to it: Finally, all thatea
be faid in Favour of the Academy, is, that it wasa Lo
which ended in Friendfhip ; which alfo well enough agne
with the Stoical Definition of Love. morem conatintf
amicitice faciende ex pulchritudinis fpecie +.  That Liwi§
a Defire of contraéting Friendbip by the Beauty of the Obiz. §
I return to my own more juft and true Defcription. O}
ning amicitie, corroboratis jam confirmatis ingeniis, & ale

tibus, judicande funt *. Thofe are only to be reputed Frink

of Time. For the reft; which we commonly call Frieady
and Friendfbips, are nothing but Acquaintanceand Fant §
liarities, either occafionally contraéted, or upon fome e §
fign, by Means of which, there happens {ome little Inx §
courfe betwixt ourSouls : But in the Frienthip 1 fpeak d §
they mix and work themfelves into one Piece, withfout §
verfal a Mixture, that there is no more Sign of the S |
by which they were firft conjoin’d.  If a Man fhouldin
portune me to give a Reafon why I lovld him; I finds
could nootherwife beexpreft, than by making Anfwenb
caufe it was he, becaufe it was I. - There is beyond whl
amable to fay, I know not what inexplicable and !a}ﬁ!
Power that brought on this Union. We fought one anoti
long before we met, and by the Chara&ers we heard oft
another, which wrought more uphn our Affections, thi
in Reafon, mere Reports thould do, I think by fome
cret Appoinment of Heaven, we embrac'd in ourNamth §
and at our firft Meeting, which was accidentallyata g
City Entertainment, we found ourfelves fo mutuailytakl!ﬂ
with one another, {o acquainted, and fo endear'd betwit
ourfelves, that from thence-forward nothi ng was fonet |
us asoneanother. He writ an excellent Latin Satyr, whi |
I fince printed, wherein he excufes the Precipi:ationoffﬂ-"
Intelligence, {o fuddenly come to Perfection, faying, i
being to have {o fhort Continuance, as being begun folat;
(for we were both full grown Men, and he fome.Yeas

——

+ Cicero i), 4 "% Cicero Amic. .. &
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plder) there was no Time to lofe ; nor was tied to conform
itfelf to the Example of thofe {low and regular Friendfhips,
that require {o many Precautions of a long preliminary
Converfation. This has no other Jdea, than that of itfelf:
This is no one particular Confideration, nor two, nor three,
nor four, nor a Thoufand : *Tis I know not what Quintef-
fence of -all this Mixture; which, feizing my whole Will,
carried it to plunge and lofe itfelf in his; and that having
feized his whale Will, brought it back with equal Concur-
rence and Appetite, to plunge and lofe itfelf in mine. "I
may truly fay lofe, referving nothing to ourfelves, that was
either his or mine. When Lefius, in the Prefence of the
RomanConfuls (who, after they had fentenced Tzberins Grac-
¢bus, profecuted all thofe who had any Familiarity with him
alfo) .came to atk Cajus Blofius (who was his chiefeft Friend
and Confident) how much he would have done for him?
And that he made Anfwer, All Things. - How} All
Things! faid Lelius:  And what if he had commanded
you to fire our Temples ? He would never have commanded
me that, replied Blofius : But what if he had? faid Le/lius.
Why, if he ‘had, I would have obey’d, faid the other.
If he was fo perfe& a Friend to Gracébus, as the Hiffories
report him to have been, there was yet noNecefiity of of-
fending the Confuls by fuch a bold Confefliori, though he
might ftill have retained the.Aflurance he had of Gracchus's
Difpofition; -« However, thofe wha accufe this' Anfiver as
{editions, ‘do not well underftand the Myftery ; nor pre-
fuppofe, as it:was true, that he had Gracebus's Will in his
Sleeve,  both by the Power of a Friend, and the perfedt
Knowledge he had of the Man. - They were more Friends
than Citizens, and more Friends to one another than either
Fr1en-c|s or Enemies to their Country, orthan Friends to
Ambition and Innovation, Having ‘abfolutely given up
themifelves ta one another, either held abfolutely the Reins
of the othet’s Inclination, which alfo they govern’d by Vir-
te, and guided by the Conduét of Reafon, (which alfo
withoyt thefe, it had not been poffible to do) and therefore
Blofic's Anfwer was fach as it ought to be, ' If either of
their Altions flew out of the Handle, they were’ neither
{according to my Meafure of Friendfhip) Friends toone ano-
ther, nor to themfelves. As to the reft, this Anfwer ¢ar-
115 no. worfe Sound than mine would do to one that thould
sk me, If your Will {hould command you to kill your

Daughter,
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Daughter, would you do it 2| And that I fthould make Ar.
iwer, that I would, for this expreffes no Confent to fuch |
an A€, foralmuch as I donot in the leaft {ufpeét my oM
Will; and as little that of fuch a Friend. ’Tis notmth
Power of all the Eloquence in the World, to difpoffefsme
of the Certainty I'havé of the:Intentions and Refolutio
of mine ; nay, no one Action of his, what Face foever it
might bear, could be prefented to me, of ‘which I cold
not prefently, and at firft Sight, find out the mowing Carfe:
Our Souls have drawn fo unanimoufly togethet, and w
have with 16 mutual a Confidence laid open the very Bot
tom of our Hearts to one another’s View; that I o

only know his as well as my own, but thould certainly,in |

any Coneern of mine, have trufted my Intereft much more
willingly with him than with myfelf. Let no one theit
fore rank other common Friendfhipwith fuch a one asthis
I have had as much Experience of thefe, as another, and

of the moft perfect of theirKind: But I do not advife, tht |
any thould confound the Rules of the one and the other; |
dor they would then find themfelves much deceived. It |

thofe other ordinary Friendfhips, you are to walk witha
Bridle in your Hand, with Prudence and Circumf{pettion,
for in them the Knot is not fo fure, that a Man may not hul
fufpect it will flip : - Love him (faid C4ib) fo, ayif you
were one: Day to hate him ;: and hate him fo, asy
were one Day to love him. A Precept, that:though
bominable in the! fovéreign and perfe@t Friendfhip which
I intend, is neverthelefs very found, as to the:Pradiceol
the ordinary ones, now in Fathion, and to which the S
ing that Arifforle- had ‘fo_frequent in - his Month, Om
Friends, there is no-Friend, -may -very fitly be applied:
And this glerious Commerce of' good Offices, Prefents
and Benefits, 'by:! which other Friendfhips are fupppftﬂd
and maintained, do not deferve {o much as to be mention

here 5:and is by this Conc¢urience and Confent of Wills,
tally taken away, and rendered of noUfe ; asthe Kindnf-fi]
have forimyfelf teceives noIncreafe, for any thing I selief
myfelf withal inTime of Need, (whatever the Stoicks fay)
and as: Iodo'net find myfelf obliged to.myfelf, foral)
Service I-do’myfelf = So the Union of fuch Friends, beitp
really perfelt, deprives them of all Acknowledgment ¢
fuch Duties,- and:makes them loath and banifh from:thf

-

Converfation  thefe “Words ~of = Diverfion, Djﬂ;gnﬁit;j}
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Of . Friendfbip. R #1

Benefit,  Obligation, Entreaty, Thanks, and the like:
All Things, Wills, Thoughts, Opinions, Goods, Wives,
Children, Honours, and Lives, being in Effeét common
betwixt them, and thatab{olute Concurrence of Affeltions
bef-n’g. no -ather than one Soul in two Bodies, (accord-
ing o that very proper Definition of driflatle ) ithey can
neither lend nor give any thing to one another, This
is the Reafon why the Law-givers, to honour Marriage
with fome imaginary Refemblance of this divine Alliance,
interdict all Gifts betwixt Man and Wife ; inferring by
that, that all fhould belong to-each of them, and that
they have nothing to divide, or to give. If; in the Friend-
fhip of which I fpeak, one could give to the other, the Re-
ceiver of the Benefit would. be the Man ‘that obliged his
Priend; foreach of them contend:ng, and above all 'T'hings,
ftudying how:to be uleful to one another, he that admini-
fters the Occafion, is the liberal Man, in giving*his Friend
the Satisfattion of doing that towards him, which above
all Things he does moft defire, . When the Philofopher Dio-
genes wanted Money, he ufed to fay, that he redemanded
it of his Friends, not that he demanded it; .and.to fet you
fee the effectual Prattice of this, I will here produce an an-
cient and a rare Example 3 Budamidas, a Corinthian, had
two Friends, Charixenus a Syconian, and dretheus a Corin-
thian ;. this Man,coming to die, being poor, and his twe
Friends rich, he made -his Will after this Manner, I be-
queath .t Aretheus thie Maintainance of my Mother, to
fuppors and provide for her in her old Age, and to Charixe-
wus. I bequeath the Care of :marrying my Daughter, and
t give her as good a Portion aghe isable ; and in. Cafe one
of thefe ‘chance to die, ] hereby. {ubftitute the Survivor in
his Plage, They who firft faw this Will, made themfelves
very metry at the Contents; but the Executors being made
acquainted. with it, -accepted the: Legacies with very great
Cﬂntent soand one of them, Charixenuys, d}'ing within five
Days after, ‘and. retheus by that Means having the Charge
of both devolved {olely to him,: he nourifhed that old Wo-
man with very great Care and Tendernefs, and of five
Talents he had in Eftate, he gave two and an half
1 Marriage with an- only Daughter he had of hisown,
and two'and an half in Marriage with the Daughter of
Eudamidas, and in one and the fame Day folemnized both
their Nuptials, - This Example is very full, if one thing
Ww¢Ele
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were rot to be objeéted, namely, the Multitude of Friend;:

For the perfeft Friendfhip I fpeak of, is indivifible, evey

one gives him{elf fo entirely to his Friend, that he hasn-

thing left to diftribute to others: But, on the contrary, i
forry, that he is not double, treble, or quadraple, and
that he has not many Souls, and many Wills, to confer
them all upon this one Subjet. Common Friendhip

will admit of Divifion, one may love the Beauty of thi;,
the good Humour of that Perfon, the Liberty of a third,

the paternal Affettion of a fourth, the fraternal Loveofa
fifth, and {o of the reft. But this Friendfhip that poflefies
the whole Soul, and there rules and {ways with an ablo:
lute Sovereignty, can poffibly admit of no Rival, If two
at the fame time fhould call to you for Succour, to which
of them would you run? Should they require of you
contrary Offices, how could you ferve them both ? Should
one commit a Thing to your Secrecy, that it were of Impor-
tance to the other to know, how would you difingage your
felf? A fingularand particular Friendfhip difunites and dif
folves all other Obligations what{oever. The Secret I have
fworn not to reveal to any other, I may without Perjuy
communicate to him who is not another, but myfelf. 'Tis
Miracle enough certainly, for a Man to double himfelf, and
thofe that talk of tripling, talk they know not of what
Nothing i$ extreme, that has it’s likes and who fhall pre-
fuppofe, ‘that of two, I love one as much as the othen
that they love one another too, and love me as much &!
love them ; does multiply in Friendfhip, the moft fingle and
united of all-'Things, and wherein movever, one alone, 1
the hardeft Thing in the World to find., The remainitg
Part of this Story fuits very well with what I faid before;
for Eudamidas, as a Bounty and Fayour, bequeaths to hs
Friends a Legacy of employing themfelves in his Necefiitys
he leaves them Heirs to this Liberality of his, which cor-
fifts in giving them the Opportunity of conferring a Beneft
upon him, and doubtlefs the Force of Friendfhip is more
eminently apparent in this A& of his, than in that of
Aretbeus. In thort, thefe are Effeéts not to be imagined nos
comprehended by fuch as have no Experience of them,an

which make e infinitely honour and admire the Anfwer
of that young Soldier to Gyrus, by whom being afled how
much he would take for a Horfe, with which: he had wol
the Prize of a Courfe, and whether he would gxchai?g::
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him for 2 Kingdom ? No, truly, Sir, faid he, but I would
give him with all my Heart, to find a true Friend, could
I find out any Man worthy of that Relation. He did not
fay ill in faying, could Ifind, for thougha Man may almoft
every where meet with Men f{ufficiently qualified for a
fuperficial Acquaintance ; yet in this, where a Man is to
deal from the very Bottom of his Heart, without any Man-
ner of Refervation, it will be requifite, that all the Wards
and Springs be neatly and truly wronght, and perfeétly fure.
In Leagues that hold but by one End, we are only to pro-
vide againft the Imperfeétions that particularly concern
that End. It can be of ne Importance to me, of what
Religion my Phyfician or my Lawyer is, provided the one
be a good Lawyer, and the other a good Phyfician; this
Confideration hath nothing in common with the Offices
of Friendfhip, and Iam of the fame Indifferency in the
domeftick Acquaintance my Servants muft neceffarily con-
trat with me; I never enquire whenr I am to take a Foot-
man, if he be chafte, but if he be diligent ; and am not
folicitous, if my Chairman be given to Gaming, as if he
be ftrong and able, or if my Cook be a Swearer, or a good
Cook. I do not however take upon me to dire€t what
other Men fhould do in the Government of their Families,
there are enow that meddle enough with that; but only
give an Account of my Method in my own.

Mibi fic ufus eff : Tibi, ut opus eff falto, face™.

This has my Pra&tice been ; but thou may’ft do,
What thy Affairs or Fancy prompt thee to.

In Table-talk, I prefer the Pleafant and Witty before
the Learned and the Grave : In Bed, Beauty before Mo-
defty ; and in common Difcourfe, Eloquence, whether or
1o there be Sincerity in that Cafe. And, as he that was
found aftride upon a Hobby-Horfe, playing with his Chil-
dren, entreated the Perfon who had furprized him in that
Pofture, to fay nothing of it, till himfelf came to be a
Father, fuppofing that the Fondnefs that would then pof-
{efs his own Soul, would render him a more equal Judge
of fuch an A&ion : So Ialfo could wifh to fpeak to fuch
as have had Experience of what I fay; though, knowing

* Terence Heant, A2 1. Scen, 1.

2 b
et "

how

s st e e S i e




o e

T s e o e e e

214 MonTA16NE’s Effays,

how remate a Thing fuch a Friendfhip is from the com
mon Pradtice, and how rarely fuch are to be found, Ide
{pair of mecting with any one qualified to fuch a Degree
of Competency, Fer even thefe Difcourfes left us by An:
tiquity upon this Subjed;, feem to me flat and low, in
Camparifon of the Senfe I have of it, and in this Pasti.
cular, the Effeéts furpafs the very Precepts of Philofophy.

Nil ego {'G?.‘ffd.gé‘}'fﬁ.’. jucundo fanus aniico *,

I nothing to' myfelf can recommend,
Like the Delight of a facetious Friend.

‘The ancient Menander declared him to’ be happy that
had the good Fortune to meet with but the Shadow of 3
Friend ; and doubtlefs he had gocd Reafon to fay fo, efpe.
cially if he fpoke by Experience : For, in good Barnef, if
I compare all the reft of my Life ; though, Thanksbe o
God, I have always pafled my Time pleafantly enough,
and at my Eafe'; and the Lofs of f{uch a Friend excepted,
free from any grievous Afli&ion, and in great Tranquilliyy
of Mind, having been contented with my natural and ori
ginal Conveniencies, withont being- folicitous after others;
if I fhould compare it all, T fay, with the four Years I had
the Happinefs to enjoy the fweet Society of this excellent
Man, ’61s nothing but Smoke, but an obfcure and tediows
Night, from the Day that I loft him.

Quens femper acerbum,
Semper honoratym (fic Dii voluiftis) babeba .
Which ever till T flep into my Grave,

I fhall in fad, but kind Remembrance have,

I have only led a forrowful and languifhing Life ; and the
very Pleafures that prefent themfelves to me, inftead of
adminiftring any thing of Confolation, double my Afflic:
tion for his Lofs. We were Halves throughout, and to
that Degree, that, methinks, by out-living him, I defraud
him of his Part,

Nec jus effe ulla me woluptate bic frui

Decrevi, tantifper dum ille abeft meus particeps T.

* Hprat. /. 1. Sat. .
T Terence Heaur, 4. 1. Se. 1;

T Vz’rg. Eni 15
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And this againft myfelf [ have decreed,
Nothing of Pleafure fhall my Fancy feel,
Since he is gone, for ever gone alas !
Who in all Joys my dear Co-partner was.
I was fo accuftomed to be always his Second <n all
Places, and in all Interefts too, that, methinks, Iam no
more than half a2 Man, and have but half a Being.

Hlum meee fi partem anime tulit

Maturior wis, quid moror altera,

Nec charius @que nec fuperfies

Integer ?° 1lle dies utramque

Duxit ruinam*.
Since that half of my Soul was fnatch’d away
By riper Age, why does the other ftay ?
Which now’s not dear, nor truly does furvive
That Day our double Ruin did contrive.

There is no A&ion or Imagination of mine, wherein I do
not want them : I know that his Advice and Afiiftance
would be ufeful to me : For as he furpaffed me by infinite
Degrees in Virtue and all other Accomplifhments, {fo he
alfo did in all Offices of Friendfhip.

Qais defiderio fi pudor, aut modus

Tam chari capitss £.

A moderate Mourning were a Scandal here,
Where I Jament a Friend fo truly dear.

O mifero, frater adempte, mibil
Omnia tecum una perierunt gaudia nofira,
Quee tuus in cvita, dulcis alebat amor,
Tu mea, tu moriens fregifii commoda, frater,
Tecum una tota eff nofira fepulta anima.
Cujus ego interitu tota de mente fugavi
Hec fludia, atque omnes delicias animi.
Alloguor? audiero nunguam tua verba loguentem &
Nunguam ego te vita, frater amabilior,

J_;j;r'n'am P@ﬁ%ﬂf 2 at certe femper amabo {.

Ah! Brother, what a Life did I commence,
From that fad Day that thou were ravifh’d hence!

—

— ————

* Horat, ), 1

2. Ode 4. + Ibid, I, x. Ode 1, 1 Catullus.
3 ‘_Thofe
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Thofe Joys are gone, which whilft thou tarriedft her
By thy {fweet Conver{ation tiourifh’d were.

With thee, when dying; my good Fortune fled;
And in thy Grave my Soul was buried.

The Mufes at thy Funerals [ forfook,

And of thy Joy my Leaye for ever took:

Dearer than Life, am I fo wretched then,

Never to fee, nor fpeak to thee agen,

Nor hear thy Voice, now frozen up by Death ?
Yet will I love thee to my lateft Breath.

But Iet us hear a little Boy of fixteen {peak.
2 this Place 1did once intend to hawve inferted thofe Mo
mioirs upon that famous Edi& of January ; but being Ifnd
Jind that they are already printed, and with a mahcious D
Sign, by fome who make it their Bufinefs to moleft, and endir
wour to fubuvert the State of our Government, not caring awhe
ther they mend and reform it or no 3 and that they have ;M-
- Jounded this Writing of his auith others of thet
ﬁilfizbgy 0{- own Leaven, Idefift from that Purpofe: B
nne de : . ; :
R that the Memory of the Ffzwe?r may not be
terefled, nor fuffer awith Juch as could not ot
near Hand to be acquainted with bis Principles ; 1 here gik
2hem truby to underfland, that it awas avrit by bim. in bis o
green Years, and that by Way of Exercife only, as a commt
Theme that bas been tumbled and toffed by a thoufand Writt,
L make no Queflion, but that be himfelf believed avbat be awtily
being fo confeientious that Way, that he would not fo much aslit
in jefl : And do moreover know, that could it have been in b
own Choice, be awould rather bawe been born at Venice, 15“_”“
at Soarlac, and be had Reafon: But he-bad another Maxin
- Jovereignly imprinted in bis Soul, wery veligionfly to obej, and
Submit to the Lawos under avhich he avas born.  There never
awas a better Citizen, nor a Man more affeiiionate to bis Coun-
try 5 meither wwas there ever a greater Enemy to all the Com:
motions and Innowations of his Time : So that he would, cwithout
Dowbt, much rather have employed his Talent to the extinguifh
ing of thofe civil Flames, than have added any Fuel to them !
For be bad a Mind framed to the Model of better Ages. But
in Exchange of this ferious Piece, Iavill prefent you auith
another of a more gay and frolick Air, from the fame Hand,
and writ at the fame Age. '
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