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Our- Affeiions go beyond us. L

verfal of human Errors, if that.may be called an Error ta
which Nature itfelf has difpofed us, who in order to the
Subfiftence and Centinuation.-of her own Work, has,
amongft fe*'cn L others, prepofieiled vs with this-deceiving
I“n:zr:rmﬂf.nn as being more }l‘n'- us of our Adtion, than
afraid of our Kn amlu-'-v For we are never prefent with,
but always beyond oui Telves. Fear, Defire, cuzr.t]ep“, are
fi ne us on towards the 1“‘.u1‘, LL{ riving usin the
£ the Senfe and Confideration of .that which

15, ‘with the Thought of what fhall be, cven
when we fhall be no more, '

Calamitofis eft Auinus futuri anxius®.

A Mind that anxious is of FThings to come,
Is.ftill abroad, finding no Reft at home.

We find this great P"E‘C"T“ often ;'r;:pcz*.ff.'d in Plato, Ds
thine own Work, and- b thyfelf. Of which two Parts;
both the oneand theothér p;encr;!.i]j: comprehend our whole
Duty, and c-:-;-.i{}-u,l-l--nti}' do each of them complicate and
involve the other; m- , who will do hH own Work aright,
will find, 111.;: his firft Leflon s to] iimfelf: And who
right ly unds -rl"rnr;e 1n*‘.'u., \..i-. miftake another
1\“ m’s Work for his own, but wi ove and improve him-
felf aboveall other Things, will refufe fuperfluous Employ-
ments, and _{';,t't all unprofitable Thoughts :and Propoti-
tions. And, as Folly on the one Side, though it {hould en-
jey all it can po ;- {':‘.'-iir(", \\. oulu notwnhﬁandnw never
be content 3 -{foon the othe 'ifdom does ever acquiefce
with the prefent, 'Jmi '*. neve 'cEiﬂ" tishied witlvit’s immediate
Condition : And that is the Reafon why Epicarus difpenfes
hisSages from all Forefightand Care of theFuture. Amonglt
thofe Laws that relate to the Dead, I look upon that to be
the beft, by which the Attions of Princes.are to be exa-
mined and fifted after their Deceafe.. They are equal, at
leaft, while livitig, if. not above the Laws; and therefore
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ce could not! inflict upon their Perfons, ’tis bue
ould be execnted upon their Reputations, and the
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Yitates of: their Succeflors, :1}5 that we often value
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22 MoxNTAIoNEYs Lffays.

Countries where itis in ufe, and by all good Princes s much
to be defired, who have Reafon totake it ill, that the Me-
mories of the Tyrannical and Wicked fhould be ufed with
the fame Reverence and Refpe€t with theirs. We owe,
tis true, Subjeftion and Obedience to all our Kings, whe-
ther good or bad, alike, for that has Refpe& unto their Of
fice ; but as to Affection and Efteem, thofeare only due to
their Virtue, ~ et it be granted, that by the Rule of Go-
vernment, we are with Patience to endure unworthy Princes,
to conceal theirVices, and to affift them in thejr indifferent
Adtions, whilit their Authority ftands in need of our Sup-
port: Yet, the Relation of Prince and Subjeét being once
atan End, there is no Reafon we fiould deny the Publica-
tion of our real Wrongs aud Sufferings to our, own Liberty
and common Juftice, and to interdi& good Subjets the
Glory of having fubmiffively and faithfully ferved a Prince,
whofe Imperfettions were to them fo perfeétly known,
were to deprive Pofterity of fo good an Example ; and fuch
as oat of Refpeét to fome private Obligation, fhall, againft
their own I{mm-'lf.-dge and Confcience, efpoufe the Quar-
rel, and vindicate the Memory of a faulty Prince, doa
particular Right at the Expence, and to the Prejudice of
the publick Juftice. Liy does very truly fay, That the
Language of Men bred up in Courts, is always {ounding
of vain Oftentation, and that thejr Teftimony is rarely
true, every one indifferently magnifying his own Matter,
and ftretching his Commendation to the utmoft Extent of
Virtue and Sovereign Grandeur : And tis not impoflible
but fome may condemn the Freedom of thofe two Sol-
diers, who fo roundly anfwered Nero to his Face, the one
being afked by him, Why he bore bim Blavill? I hwed thee,
anfwer’d he, whilfl thou avert worthy of it but Since thoy
art become Parricide, an Incendiary, 4 Waterman, a Fid-
lery a Player, and a Coachman, I hate thee as thou dofl de-
JServe. And-the other, Why be fhonid attempt to kill bim 2
Becanfe, faid he, I conld thing of n0 other Remedy againfl thy
perpetual Mifekiefs.  But the publick and univerfal Tegj.
monies that were given of him after his Death (and will
be to all Pofterity, both of him and all other wicked
Princes like him) his Tyrannies and abominable Deport-
ment confidered, who, of a found Judgment, can reprove
them? [ am fcandalized, I confefs, that info facred a Go-

: vernment
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Our Affeitions go beyond us. 23

1ch vernment as that 9f the Lacedeemonians Cobintity ﬁf 158

Te- there fhould be mixt fo hypocritical a * 0 o)

: . - acedmonians

ith Ceremony. at the Interment of their K TR,

ve, Kings where all their Confederates 9’}?'.‘3:‘:" E.n ;

he- and Neighbours, and all Sorts and De- - 8%

of grees'of Men and Women, as well as their Slaves; cut

to and flafh their Foreheads in T'oken of Sorrow; repeating

Yo in thicir Criesiand Lamentations; That that King -(let him

es, have been ds wicked as the Devil). was the belt that ever

it they had ;- by this Means attributing to his Quality the

Ip- Praifes thatonly belong to Merit, and that of Right is

¢ properly ‘due to the moit fupreme Defert, though lodged -
A in the loweft and moft inferior Subje&. Ariffotie (who -

ty will ftill have 'a Hand in every Thing) makes a Quaere —
he upon the Saying of Solon, That none can be faid to be bappy B
e, until be be dead. Whether then any one of thofe who have 3\
n, lived and ‘died according to their Heart’s Defire, if he &
ik have left an ill Repute behind him, and that his Pofterity |
ot be miferable, can be faid to be happy ? Whilft we have

Life and Motion, we convey ourfelves by Fancy and Pre-
occupation, whither and to what we pleafe ; but once
5 out of ‘Being, we have no more any Manner of Commu-
nication with what is yet in Being ; and it had therefore
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oz been better faid of Soln, That Man is never happy, becaufe §

v aever fo till after be is no more. =

. Luifguan ey

' Vix radicitus ¢ vita fe tollit, &5 ejicit, |
S{d’ Sfacit-effe ﬁﬁ’lgr{éeﬂfﬂ?u Juper infeius ipfe, -n-;

¥ f\_’f: rémovet fatis @ projecto corpore fefe 5 & N~

@ Vindicat *. ; g

; No dying Man can trufs his Baggage fo, =

¢ But fomething of him he muft leave below : i

t . Nor from his Carcafs, that doth proftrate lie,

g Himf{elf can clear, or far eneugh can fly.

Bertrand de Glefguin, dying before the Caflle of Rancon,
near unto Puy in Auwvergne, the Befieg'd were afterwards,
upon Surrender, enjoined to lay down the Keys of the
Place upon the Corps of the dead General. Bastholomezs

* Lucret. lib 3.
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Service of the Republic in Brefcia s ‘and his Corps being
to be carried through : the Territory of #erona, an Ene-
my’s Country, moft of the Atmy wereiof Opinion to de-
mand fafe Condué from the Zeronefe, fuppoiing, that up-
on {uch an Occafion it would not be dénied : But Theodoro
Zrivulfis- highly oppofed: the Motion, rather choofing to
make his Way by Force of ‘Arms, and o run the Hazard
of a Battle, faying, it was by no means decent, and very
anfit; that he, who in his Life was never afraid of his Ene-
mies, fhould feem 'to-apprehend them when he was dead.
And in Truth, in Affairs: almoft of the fame Nature, by
the Greek Laws, he; who:made Suit to an E ey ior a
Body to give it Burial, did by that A& renounce hisV itory,
and had no more Right toereét a Trophy ; and he to whom
fuch Suit wasmade, was ever, whatever otherwife the Stc-
cefs had been, reputed Viétor. By this Meansiit was, that
Nicias Toft the Advantage he had vifibly obtained over the

on the L"Jﬂll'éii'}". allure

d’ Akviany, the Venetian General, hap ening to die in the
i

Corinthians, and that Apefilaus
what he had before very doubtfully gained of: che Baotians,
ThefeProceedings mightappear very odd, had itaiot been
a general Pradtice in all Ages, not only to extend the Con-
cern of our Perfons beyond the-Limits of Life, but more-
over to fancy that the Favour of Heaven does not only
very often accompany us to the Grave, but hasal
after Life, a Concern for our Afl
{fo many ancient Examples. (waving thofe of vur own Ob-
fervation of later Date) that it is not very necefl:
i

fhould longer infift upon. it,. Edward King of Euglard,
and the firft of that Name, h

y
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1N the one .Yy ars pe-
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twixt him and Robers King of Sestland, had fufficient Ex-

> : ’ s 2 .
perience of how great Importance his own immediate Pre-

I'Efnce was to the Succefls of his Affairs, having ever been
viCtorions in whatever he undertook ih his own Per{on ;
when he came to die, bound his Son in' 2 folemn Oath,
that fo foon as he fhould be dead; he thould boil-his Body
till the Fleth parted from the Bones, and referve them to
carry continually with “him in his Army, {o often as he
fhould be obliged to go againft the Scotsy asif Deftiny had
1nev it:li)}}" gr:‘v_l_']fﬁ-\i Vi .Et'.;jy':,: even to thof 11
Fean Zifca, the fame, who fo often “in Vindication of
Wickliffe's Herefies, infefted o1
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that they fhould flea him after his Death, and of his Skinto

make a Drum, to carry in the War againft his Enemie:
fr.ncx'mg it would much contribute to the Continuation of
the Succefles he had always obtained in the War againf
them. TInlike manner, certain of the lidians; in a D:
of Battle with the Spaniards, carried with them the Bones
of one of their Captains, in Confideration of the Victories
they had formerly obtained under his Condué. And other
People of the fame new World do yet catry about with
them in their Wars the Relicks of valiant Men who have
died in Battle, to incite their Courage and advance their
Fortune : Of which Examples, the firlt reférve nothmg
for the Tomb, but the Re putation they have acquir’d by
their former fltcmc‘.rem-,ms ; but thefe mocu.*l yet farther
and attribute a certain Power of Operation. T he laft A&
of Captain Bayard is of a much better Compofition ; who
finding himfelf wounded to death with a Huqu bufs
Shot, and being by his Friends importun’d to retire oat of
the tht made Anfwer, That he would not begin at the
laft {mlp to turn his Back to the Enemy ; and *u:cordmon
ftill fon ght on, till feeling himfelf too faint, and no ionger
able tofit his Hm fe, he commanded his Steward to fet him

down againft the Root of a Tree, but {o that he michtdie
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with his Face towards the Enemy, which he alfo did.
muft vet add another Ex: ample equally remarka
Dru’er't Confideration, with any of ‘the 1 former. i
ror Maximilian, great Grandfather to PAils p the Second
King of S; ain, was a Prince endowed thronghout with
great and extraordinary {..'*i"'"‘la.., and amonoit the reft
with a fingular Be: wity of Perfon; but had withal, a Hu-
Tnour very contrary to that of other Princes; who for the
Urfpmu].of their moft important Affairs cony :::the t Clofe-
itool 1nto a Chair oi c; a Lc, which was. that he would
never }"I‘mu any of his Bed-Chamber; in what ml]]i]J;'Lr
Degree of Fayour foever; to.fee him 5, , , : :
in that }’uitme' and xw..il! teal a- ﬂf?fjf"fw Cf Maxi-
r"q{? {o m: .r-».(., Vw"lxel' as I’th:m.” as a Haaxale EMFEH
Vi 1rﬂ'm and was ds {"1‘ to .:1 1Ll’l|t]" P Piaeis
ther to his Pu;mmn or any other whatever, thofe Parts
ih::t we are accuftor m'i to conceal: And I mylelf, who
have {o im ipudent a Way of Ta ilking, am neu,t"de {5 ria-=
turally fo modeft this W ay, that un L[S at the Importunity

Voi. 1. D of




26 MonTAIGNE’s Effays.
of Neceflity, or Pleafure, I very rarely and unwil!inglj_.'

communicate to the Sight of any, either thofe Parts o
Aétions that Cuftom orders ns to conceal, wherein I alfo
uffer more Conitraint than I conceive is very well becoming
a Man, efpecially of my Profefiion: But he nourifh’d this
modeft Humor to fuch a Degree of Superftiticn, as to
give exprefs Orders in his laft Will, that they fhould put
him on Diawers fo foon as he fhould be dead ; to which
methinks he would have done well to have added, that
he fhould bave been heodwinked too that put them on.
The Charge that Cyrus left with his Children, that neither
Crus's Rewse- they nor any Ut_hrcl‘ fhould either fee or

- touch his Bedy after the Soul was departed

rence to Reli- . - : : &
% Xeno. from it, I ateribute to fome {uperititions
o107, eno- y s e = 2

S Devotion of his; both his Hiftorian and
phon.

Himfelf, amongit other great Qualities,
having ftrew’d the whole Courfe of their Lives with a fin-

gular Refpett o Religion. I was by no Means pleafed
with a Story was told me by a Man of very great Quality,
of a Relation of mine, and one who had given a very
good Account of himfelf both in Peace and War; tha
coming to die in a very old Age, of an exceflive Pain of
the Stone, he fpent the lat Hours of his Life in an extra-
ordinary Solicitude about ordering the Ceremony of his
Funeral, prefling all the Men of Condition who came
to fee him, to engage their Word to attend him to his
Grave,. importuning this very Prince, who came to vifit
him at his laft Gafp, with a moft earneft Supplication,
that he would order his Family to be aflifting there, and
withal reprefenting before him feveral Reafons and Ex-
amples to prove that it was a Refpe& due to a Man
of his Condition ; and feemed to die content, having ob
tained this Promile, and Llp}"-(}illtf.‘f.l the Method and Or
der of his Funeral Parade. I have f{eldom heard of fo
long-lived a Vanity. Another, though contrary Solick
tude, ( of which alfo I do not want domeftick Fxample
feems to be {fomewhat a-kin to this; that a Man fhall
cudgel his Brains, at the laft Moments of his Life, to cor-
trive his Obfequies to fo particular and unufual a Parfime
ny, as to conclude it in the fordid Expence of one finglt
Servant with a Candle and Lanthorn ; and yet I fee this
Humourcommended, and the A ppointment of Marcus Em

2 ini
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Our_Aifeitions go beyond us. 8%

fius Lepidus, who forbad his Heirs to beftow upon his
Hearfe even the common Ceremonies in ufe upon fuch
Occafions. Is it not Temperance and Frugality to avoid
the Expence and Pleafure of which the Ufe and Knowledge
is imperceptible to us? See here an eafy and ¢heap Refor-
mation. If Inftrution were at all neceflary in this Cafe,
I fhould be of Opinion, that in this, as in all other Aétions
of Life, the Ceremony and Expence fhould be regulated
by the Ability of the Perfon deceafed ; and the Philofo-

pher Lycon prudently order’d his Executors to difpofe of

his Body where they fhould think moft fit, and as to his
Funerals, to order them neither too {fuperfluous, nor too
mean. For my Part, I fhould wholly refer the ordering
of this Ceremony to Cuftom, and thall, when the Time
comes, accordingly leave it to their Difcretion, to whofe
Lot it fhall fall to do me that laft Office.  Toras bic Jocus
¢ff contemnendus in nobis, non negligendus in nofiris * - The
Place of our Sepulture is wholly to be contemned by us,
but ot to be neglefted by our Friends; but it was a holy
Saying of aSaint, Curatio funeris, conditio Sepulturee, pont-
pa Exequiarum, magis fant viverwm folatia, quam SJubfidia
wortuorum t; The Care of Funcrals, the Place of Sepuls
ture, and the Pomp of Exequies, are rather Confolations
to the Living than any Benefit to the Dead, Which made
Socrates aniwer Criton, who, at the Hour of his Deathy
afked him, how he would be buried ? Hozw you avill, faid
he. If I could concern myfelf farther than the prefent
about this Affair, I thould be moft tempted, as the greateft
Satisfa€tion of this Kind, to imitate thofe who in their
Life-time entertain themfelves with the Ceremony of
their own Obfequies before-hand, and are pleafed with
viewing their own Monument, and beholding their own
dead Countenance in Marble. Ha ppy are they who can
gratify their Senfes by Infenfibility, and live by their
Death! T am ready to conceive an implacable Hatred a-
gainit all Democracy and Popular Government, (though
I cannot but think it the moft natural and equitable of all
others) fo oft as T eall to mind the inhuman Injuftice of
the People of Athens, "who, without Remiffion, or once

e

® Cicere Tufe. 1.1:

.f:"rzgz.ﬂ. de Civit. Dei.
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28 MonTAICNE"s Effays,

vouchfafing to hear what they had to 1"::_'; for them{elves,
put to death their brave Captains, newly returned trium-
phant from a naval Victory they had obtain’d over the
Lacedzmonians near the Arginufian Ifles; the moft bloody
and c¢bitinate Engagement “that ever the Greeks fought at
Sea ; for no other Reafon, but that they rather followed
their Blow and purfued the Advantages prefcribed them
by the Rule of War, than that they would flay.to gathe
up and bury their Dead : An Execution that is yet rendered
more odious by the Behaviour of Diomedon, who being one
of the condemn’d, and a Man of moit eminent both poli
tick and military Virtue, after having heard their Sentence,
advancing to fpeak, no Audience till then having been
allowed, inftead of laying before them his own Innocency
or the Impxew of fo cruel an Arref it, only exprefs’d’a So-
licitude for his Judges Prefervation, Defeechmg the Gods
to convert this Sentence to their own Good, and praying
that for neglecting to pay lk ofe Vows which he and his
Lompal* ions had done (whi us he alfo acquainted then
with) in L\cknm\,hdgmcm f fo glorious a Succefs, they
might not pull down the Indxglmtmn of the Gods upor
them ; and fo without more Words went couragiouﬂy 10
hisDeath. Buat Fortune a few Years after punithing then
in their Kind, made them fee the Error of their Cruelty!
For Chabrias, Captain-General of their Naval Forces, hav
ing got the better of Pollis Admiral of Sparta, about
Iﬂn, Naxos, totally loft the Fruits of his Succefs, and com
tent with hl‘-VI&OT’y’, of very great Importance to thell
Affairs, not to incur the Da.ngm of this Example, and lof
a few quw‘; of his deac’ Friends that were floating in tht
Sea, gave Opportunity to aworld of living Enemies
fail away in Safety, who afterwards made them pay dea
for this unfeafonable Superftition.

RQueeris qua._jaceas poft obityum loco 2
Luo non nata jacent *.

Doft atk where thou fhall lye when dead ?
With thofe that never Bemg had,

* Seneca Tr. Chor. z.
Thii



How the Soul difcharges ber Paffions. 29

This other reftores the Senfe of Repofe to a Body with-
ouf a Soul.

Ives, _?‘.'_gg;gg _/}Pu!cmm, quo recipiat, babeat portum F:ﬁ?“ﬂ-_’-_-'-'.;é :
{um- Ubi, remifla bumana <ita, Corpus requiefeat a malis +.
q;g; N?r with a Tc_nla}'l :15‘\\'itI‘1 a H_:‘-.vc{l bleft,
e Where, after Life, the Corps in Peace may reft.
wed As Nature demonftrates to us, that feveral dead Things
hem retain yetan occult Sympathy and Relation to Life ; Wine
tther changes it's Flavour and Complexion in Cellars, according
lered to. the Changes and Seafons of the Vine from whence it
r ong came ; and the Flew of Venifon alters it’s Condition ‘;md
poli "T'afte in the Powdering-tub, according to the Sealons of the :
nce, living Flefh of it's Kind, as it is obferved by the Curious.
been e
ene =
a So- < s
Sods e
yin :
1 Gl AP 1V, K
;{fgz That the Soul difcharges her Paflions upon falfe ;i!
upo’ﬂ Objelis, where the true are wanting. &
ly to o)
then Gentleman of my Country, who was very often i
elty: tormented with the Gout, bei ng importun’d by his .
hav- Phyficians totally to reclaim his Appetite from all manner g,
t the of falt Meats, was wont prefently to reply, that he muft e
col needs have fomething to quarrel with in the Extremity of i
the his Fits, and that he fancied, that ratling at, and f.:urﬁng e
| 1o one while the Bokgnia Saufages, and another the dry’d -
a the Longues and the Hams, was fome Mitigation to his Pain, ' "’
es o And in good Farneft, as the Arm when it is advanced to =
deat ftrike, if it fail of meeting with that upon which it was

C]Cﬁgn’gl to difcharge the Blow, -and fpends itfelf in vain,

LiOE1S offend the Striker himfelf; and as alfo, that to make

a pleafant Profped the Sight fhould notbe loft and dilated

in a valt Extent of empty Air, but have fome Bounds to

limit and circumferibe it at a reafonable Diftance.

1+ Cicero Tufe. . 1.

= D3 Ventus,
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