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C EHel P 1.
Of Liars.

f HERE 1s not a Man living, whom it would fo
little become to fpeak of Memory as myfelf, forl

have none atall; and do not think that the World has
again another {o treacherous as mine:~ My other Faculties
ate all very erdinary and mean ;. butin this I think my-
elf very fingular, and to fuch a Degree of Excellence
that (befides the Inconvenience I fuffer by it; which me-
rits fomething) I deflerve, methinks, to be famous for it
and to have more than a’ common Reputation : Though,
in*'I'ruth, the neceffary Ufe of Meiriory confidered; Plata
“Had Reafon when - he called it a great‘and powerfil ' God-
defs. -~ In my Country, when they would ‘decypher 2 Man
* 7at Has no Senfe, they fay, fuch donheé has no Memory;
nd when I'complain of ‘mine, they feem not'to believe
-fam in earnelt, and prefently reprove me, as'though T ac-
Fafed mylelf for aTFool, not difcerning the Difference be-
twixt'Memory'and Underflanding ; wherein they are very
wide of my Intention, and do me Wrong, Experience ta-
ther daily fhewing us on the contrary, that a ftrong Me-
mory is commonly-coupled with infirm, Judgment: And
they do me moreover (whoam fo perfect in nothing as the
good Friend) at the fame time .a.greater Wrong, in this,
zhat they make the fameWords, which-accufe my Infirmi-
ty, reprefent me for an ingrateful Perfon ; wherein they
bring my Integrity and good Nature into Queftion upon
the Account of my Memory, and from a hatural Fmper-
feCtion, unjuftly derive a Defe&t of Confcience.  He has
forgot, fays one, this Requefl, or that Promife; he no
more remembers his Friends, he has forgot, to fay.or do,
or to conceal {uch and fuch a Thing for my Sake;~ And
truly, I am apt enough to forget -many.Things, ibut: to
negleCt any thing my Friend has given me,in Charge, 1
neverdoit.  And it thould be enough, methinks, :hatfl
2 fee
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‘feel the Mifery and Inconvenience of it without branding
me with Malice, a Vice fo much a Stranger, and {o con-
trary to.my Nature. However, I derive thefe Comforts
from my Infirmity; firlt, that it is an Evil from which
principallyl have foundReafon to correét aworfe, thatwould
t'uﬁly enough have grown upon me, name ly Ambition ;
this Defet being intolerable in thofe who take upon them
the Negotiations of the World, an Employment of the
gwqml Honour and Truift among Men : Secondly, That

{o (as feveral like Examples in the l’mgrefﬁ of Nature dtﬂ“f"’ -

rl Hrate to us) {he has fortified me in my other Faculties, pro- =
has portioubly as fhe has unfurnifhed me in this; I fhould 8=
es otherwile have been apt implicitely to have repofed my =
1y- Wit and Judgment upon the bare Report of other Men, =
ce, without ever fetting them to work upon any Inqui ﬁtion 1 ;
e whatever, had the ftrange Inventions and Opinions of the i :\
it, Authors I have read been ever prefent with me by the e >
sh, Benefit of Memory : Thirdly, That by this Means I am

bata not {o talkative, for the L-.f'waw ¢ of the Memory is ever

i better furnifhed with Matter than that of the Invention ;

(3R and had mine been faith{ul to me, 1 had €’er this deafned

i all my Friends with my eternal Pdh].ﬁe the Subjeéts them-

ive fme', roufing and ftirring up the lictle Faculty I have of

o handling and s applying them, heating and LthLﬂno my

s D]TLOUI-C *T'is agnm lmp* rfection, and what I hw e ob-
lerved in feveral ni’ my intimate Friends, . who, as their

sty
Urla} Memories fupply them with a }JLflut ind entire Review of
fe- Iu ings, derive their Narratives from fo remote 1 Fountain,

& nd Clb'\vd them with fo many mmul inent 'i-cum.ancc-,
e t;..t though the Story be £oo , they make a fhift to
g {poil it ; and if otherwife, }-'o 4 are u.‘rsr to curfe the
B E;..cl_.gth of their Memory, or the Weaknefs u their Jud f:

1y ment: And it is a hard T hin g to clofe upa Dicourfe, anc
o3 to eutit fhort, when you are once in, aid h;.\.'c 1 ore '1L ‘deal

);If more to fay. Neither is there 2 any Thing wherein \the | Force
i and Reaume‘&. of, a Horfe is fo much feen. a5 in a round,
ot graceful, and fudden Stop; 4nd I'fce even ) thofe who are
g pertinent I’"'lud('h who w "u\l.lkl 3:;1t cannot ftop thort in theig
.nd Career ;. for whilit th ey are {ecking out'a handfom Period
= to rmmm le the Senfe, tnm ta Ix at rand lom, ana are {o per-
-3 }1\ xed' and entap g]f’ in their own Lloq. ucnce, that they
'3 “now 0ot what they fay. But above all, old Men, who
eel E2 vet
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vet retain the Memory of Things paft, and forget how of-
ten they have told them, are the moft dangerous Company
for this Fault; and I have known Stories from the Mouth
of a Man of very great Quality, otherwife very pleafant in
themfelves, becoming very troublefom, by being a hun.
dred Times repeated over and over again. The fourth
Obligation I have to this infirm Memory of mine is, that
by this Means I lefs remember the Injuries I have receiv-
ed ; infomuch, that (asthe Ancient faid) I fhould havea
Protocol, a Regifter of Injuries, or a Prompter, like Dariu,
who, that heqnight not forget the Offence he had received
from thofe of Athens, {o oft as he fat down to Dinner, ot
dered one of hisPages threeTimes to whoop in his Ear, §ir,
Remember the Atbenians: And alfo, the Places which Ire
vifit, and the Books I read over again, ftill {fmile upon me
with a frefh Novelty. It is not without good Reafon faid,
“Thathe who hasnot a good Memory fhould never take upon
him the Trade of Lying. Iknow very well, that the Granm
marians diftinguifh betwixt an Unfruth and a Lie, and fay,
that to tell an Untruth is to tell a Thing that isfalfe, but that
we ourfe]ves believe to be true; and that to e, istotell
"T'hing that we know in our Confcience to be utterly falf
and untrue; and it is of this laft Sort of Liars only thatl
now fpeak. Now thefe do éither wholly contrive and in-
vent the Untruths they utter, or {o alter and difguife a trut
Story, thatit always endsina Lie; and when they difguif¢
and often alter the fame Story according to their own Faw
cy, 'tis very hard for them at one Time or another to efcap
being trapp'd, by Reafon that the real Truth of the Thing
baving firit taken Pofleffion of theMemory, and being ther
lodged, and imprinted by the Way of Knowledge ani
Sl:‘jf!l!(."ﬁ‘.‘, it will be ever ready to prefent itfelf to the Imé
gination, and to fhoulder out any Falfhood of their own
contriving, which cannot there have {o fure and fettled
Footing as the other; and the Circumitances of the firft troe
Knowledge evermore running in their Minds, will be apt
to make them forget thofe that are illegitimate, and onlf
forged by their own Fancy. In what they wholly inveu
forafmuch as there is no contrary Impreflion to juftle thei
Invention, there feems to be lefs Danger of Tripping ; and
yet even this alfo, by reafon it is a vain Body, and with:
out any other Foundation than Fancy only, is very apt

elcape
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efcape the Memory, if they be not careful to make them-
felves very perfe€t in their Tale. Of which I have had
very pleafant Experience, at the Expence of f{uch as profefs
only to form, and accommodate their Speech to the Affair
they have in Hand, or to the Humour of the Perfon with
whom they have to do; for the Circumitances to which
thefe Men ftick not to enflave their Confciences, and their
Faith being fubjeét to {feveral Changes, = their Language
muft accordingly vary: From whence it happens, that
of the fame Thing they tell one Man, that it is this,
and another, that it is that, giving it {feveral Forms and
Colours; which Men, if they once come to confer Notes,
and find out the Cheat, what becomes of this fine Art?
To which may be added, that they muft of Neceffity
very often ridiculoufly trap themfelves ; for, what Me-
mory can be fufficient to retain fo many different Shapes
as they have forged upon one and the {fame Subjeét? I have
known many in my Time, very ambitious of the Repute
of this fine Piece of Difcretion; but they do not fee, that
if there be a Reputation of being wife, there is really no
Prudence in it. In plain Trath, Lying 15 a hateful and
an accarfed Vice. We 2re not Men, nor havelotherTie
upon one another, but our Word. If we did but difcover
the Horror and ill Confequences of it, we fhould purfue
it with Fire and Sword, and more juftly than other
Crimes. I fee that Parents commonly, and in Difcretion
enough, corrett their Children for little innocent Faults,
and torment them for wanton childith Tricks, that have
neither Impreflion, nor tend to any Confequence : Where-
as, in my Opinion, Lying only, and {what is of fomethin
a lower Form) Stomach, are the Fauits which are to be
feverely whipped out of them, both in the Infancy and
Progrefs of the Vices, which will otherwife grow up and
increafe with them; and after a Tongue has once got the
Knack of Lying, ’tis, not to be imagined how impofiible
almoft it is to reclaim it. Whence it comes to pafs, that
we {ee fome, who are otherwife very honeft Men, fo fub-
jet to this Vice. I have an honeft Lad to my Taylor,
who I never knew guilty of one Truth, no not when it
had been to his Advantage. If Falfood had, like Truth,
but one Face only, we fhould be upon better Terms ; for
we fhould then take the contrary to what the Ziar fays
E 3 for
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46 MonTA16NE’s Effays

for certain Truth ; but the Reverfe of Truth has an hundred

thoufand Figures, and a Field indefinite without Bound ot
Aamit. The Pythagoreans make Good to be certain and
inite, and Ew:/, infinite and uncertain; there zre a thow
fand Ways to mifs the White, there is only one to hit it,
For my own Part, I have thig Vice in {o great Horror,
that T am s {ure I couIdfp‘f"cv;iil with my Confcience
to {ecure myfelf from the moft manifeft and extreme
Dapger by an impudent and folemn Lie. An ancient
Father f.'—l)fs, Thet a Dqg e fnow is better C“:‘?,-‘:—)f-‘{l.—’..r'_'.-' than a
Man awhofe Language we do not underfland ® . Uk exfernus
non alieno fit bominis wice; As a farr{g:ra.‘r, 10 one that
underflands not what be fays, cannot be faid to Jupply the Place
of @ Man, becanfe he can be no Company. And hos
much lefs fociable is falfe Speaking than Silence ; King
Francis the firft brao that he had, by this Means,
nonplufed Fra baflador of Francifa
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the Bufinefs ; and fo long continued in that Court, that the
Emperor at laft had fome Notion of his real Employment
there, and complained of it to the Duke, which was the
Occafion of what followed after, as we {uppofe; which
was, that under Pretence of a Murther by him committed,
his Trial was in two Days difpatched, :and his Head in
the Night ftruck off4n Prifon. Signior Francifco then being
upon. this Account come to the Court of Frence, and pre-
pared with a long counterfeit Story to excufe a thing of fo
dangerous Example, (for the King had applied himfelf
to all the Princes of Chriflendom, as well as to the Duke
himfelf, to demand Satisfa&tion for this Outrage upon the
Perfon of his Minifter) Lad his Audience at the Morning
Council ; where, after he had for the Support of “his
Caufe, in a long premeditated Oration, laid open feveral
;I;vﬁblc jm“tiﬁca.tions of. the Fa&, 'he concluded, that
the Duke his Mafter had never lookcd upon this Merweille
for other than a PrIV'ltt.‘: Gentleman, and his own L‘L'Eb_]t.&
who was there only in order to his own Bufinefs, neither
had he evey lived after any other Manner ;- abfolutely dif-
owning that he had ever heard he was one of the ng 5
Domettick Servants, or that his Majefty fo much as knew
him, {o far was he from taking hi un for an Ambaffador.
When having. made an End, and the King p:Lﬂnm him
‘.-Jul feveral ULIJtCuOIlS and J.)em ands, and fifting him/on
ali Hands, gravelled him at laft, by afking; why “then the:
Jt secution was performed by Night, and as it were by
Stealth ¢ At which the poor ‘confounded Amba ffador, the
more handfomly to difingage himfelf, made Anfwer, That
the Duke would have hu,n very !oth, out ‘'of Refpeét to
his Mﬂacm, that fuch an Execution fhould have been
performed in the Face of the Sun. - Any oné may gwfa
if he was not well fchooled when  he came home, for
J"t'"mff fo grofly tripped in the Prefence of Pr'nt:f.. of {o
d U'Lile a Noftril as King Francis. Popc jz:f;m the Second,

1aving fent an Amhr.ﬂdmor to the King of England, to

T Animate him againft King Francis, the \m affador | having
“J his Audience, and the King, bef E.L would give 2

pofitive *\llf\‘»’el‘, mfifting i1pen the Difficulties he found

1"1 fetting on Foot {o great a | wp*lum n as \‘-’0*11.1 be necef-

m. .1 to mt ack {o potent'a King, and u rging fome Reafons
o that Effect, the Ambaflador ve XY umuliumblv rep! hed,

E 4 T hat

ey




48 MonTatenNe’s. Effays,

That he had alfo himfelf confidered the fame Difficulties,
and had reprefented as much to the Pope. From which
Saying of his, fodireétly oppofiteto the Thing propound-
ed, and the Bufinefs he came about, which was imme-
diately to incite him to War, the King firft derived Ar-
gument (which he alfo afterwards found to be true) that
this Ambaffador, in his own private Bofom, was a Friend
to the French; of which having advertifed the Pope, his
Eftate at his Return home was confifcate, and himfelf ve-
1y narrowly efcaped the lofing of his Head.
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CH AP X
Of quick or flow Speech.

Ont ne fut a tous toutes Graces donnes.

All Graces by All-liberal Heaven
Were never yet to all Men given.

S we fee in the Gift of Eloquence, wherein fome
A have fuch a Facility and Promptnefs, and that
which we call a prefent Wit, fo ealy, that they are ever
ready upon all Oceafions, and never to be furpriz’d : And
others more heavy and flow, never venture to utter any
Thing but what they have long premeditated, and taken
great Care and Pains to fit and prepare. - Now, as we
teach young Ladies thofe Sports and Exercifes which are
moft proper to fet out the Grace and Beauty of thofe Parts
wherein their chiefeft Ornament and Perfection lye; foin

thefe two Advantages of Eloquence, to which the Lawyers

and Preachers of our Age feem principally to pretend.
If I were worthy to ady

ife, the flow Speaker, methinks,
fhould be more proper for the Pulpit, and the other for
the Bar; and that becaufe the Employmerit of the firft
does naturally allow him all the Leifure he can defire to
prepare himfelf, and befides, his Career is perform’d in an
even and unintermitted Line, without Stop or Interrup-
tion; whereas, the Pleader’s Bufinefs and Intereft compels

him
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