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48 MonTatenNe’s. Effays,

That he had alfo himfelf confidered the fame Difficulties,
and had reprefented as much to the Pope. From which
Saying of his, fodireétly oppofiteto the Thing propound-
ed, and the Bufinefs he came about, which was imme-
diately to incite him to War, the King firft derived Ar-
gument (which he alfo afterwards found to be true) that
this Ambaffador, in his own private Bofom, was a Friend
to the French; of which having advertifed the Pope, his
Eftate at his Return home was confifcate, and himfelf ve-
1y narrowly efcaped the lofing of his Head.
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CH AP X
Of quick or flow Speech.

Ont ne fut a tous toutes Graces donnes.

All Graces by All-liberal Heaven
Were never yet to all Men given.

S we fee in the Gift of Eloquence, wherein fome
A have fuch a Facility and Promptnefs, and that
which we call a prefent Wit, fo ealy, that they are ever
ready upon all Oceafions, and never to be furpriz’d : And
others more heavy and flow, never venture to utter any
Thing but what they have long premeditated, and taken
great Care and Pains to fit and prepare. - Now, as we
teach young Ladies thofe Sports and Exercifes which are
moft proper to fet out the Grace and Beauty of thofe Parts
wherein their chiefeft Ornament and Perfection lye; foin

thefe two Advantages of Eloquence, to which the Lawyers

and Preachers of our Age feem principally to pretend.
If I were worthy to ady

ife, the flow Speaker, methinks,
fhould be more proper for the Pulpit, and the other for
the Bar; and that becaufe the Employmerit of the firft
does naturally allow him all the Leifure he can defire to
prepare himfelf, and befides, his Career is perform’d in an
even and unintermitted Line, without Stop or Interrup-
tion; whereas, the Pleader’s Bufinefs and Intereft compels

him
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Of quick or flow Speecd. 49

him to enter the Lifts upon all Occafions, and the unex-
pected Objections and Replies of his adverie Party, jultle
him out of his Courfe, and put him upon the Initant, to
pump for new and extempore Aniwers and Defences. &’e}:,
at the Interview betwixt Pope Clement and King Francis,
at Marfeilles, it happened quite contrary, that Monfieur
Poyet, a Man bred up all his Life at the Bar, and in the
higheft Repute for Eloquence, having the Ch_arge of
making the Harangue ta the Pope committed to him, and
having fo long meditated on it before hand, as (it was {aid)
to have brought it ready along with him from Paris ; the
very Day it was to have been pronounc’d, the Pope fearing
{omething might be faid that might give Offence to the
other Princes Ambafladors who were there attending on
him, fent to acquaint the King with the Argument which
he conceiv’d moft fuiting to the Timeand Place, but by
Chance quite another Thing to that Monfleur de Payet had
taken fo much Pains about: So that the fine Speech he
had prepared wasof no Ufe, and he was upon the Inftant
to contrive another ; which finding himfelf unable to do,
Cardinal Be/lay was conftrained to perform that Office.
The Pleader’s Part is, doubtlefs, much harder than that
of the Preacher ; and yet, in my Opinion we {ee more
paflable Lawyers than Preachers. It fhould feem that the
Nature of Wit 1s, to have it’s Operation prompt and {ud-
den, and that of Judgment, to have it more deliberate,
and more flow : But he who remains totally filent for want
of Leifure to prepare himfelf to fpeak well, and he alfo
whom Leifure does no ways benefit to better {fpeaking,
are equally unhappy. ’Tis faid of Sewerus, that he {poke
belt zxrempore, that he ftood more oblig’d to Fortune,
than his own Diligence, that it was an Advantage to him
to be interrupted in {peaking, and that his Adverfaries
were afraid to nettle him, left his Anger fhould redouble
his Eloquence. I know experimentally, a Difpofition fo
impatient of a tedious and elaborate Premeditation, that if
it do not go frankly and gaily to work, can perform no-
thing to Purpofe. We fay of fome Compofitions, that
they ftink of Oil, and fmell of the Lamp, by reafon of 3
certain rough Harfhnefs that the laborious Handling im-
prints upon thofe where great Force has been employed :
But befides this, the folicitude of doing well, and a certain
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firiving and contending of a Mind too far: flrained o
over-bent upon it’s ,Tnc‘.w'i.;l'jn:*. I‘~n-:‘4k‘, and hinders;
{3:-.‘-:", like Water, that by Force of it%s own prefiing Vi
lence and Abund: ice, cannot find a ready iffue Lhroh-
theNeck of 2 Bottle, or a narrow Sluice. In this Conditi
‘ e, of which I was now fpeaking; there js th
tit-would not be diford
ich a Paflion ias the Fury of Caf
O.l"d be too wviolent and rude: It
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‘1.,,r 1('. 4 _.LCJL.I(..]’]t has mo
ne, than I3 Oceafin
1 Fall in n' of m ¥y o
than I can find whe
by which Meax
L write, if, eitlp
worth any L;.I"l':'
- Lofs, when I feek, a
L.--l t upon i hings. m “hance, than by any Inquif
tion oI my s own : I perhaps: {fometimes h
upon fomethi ing when 1 write that feems queint’ an
fp ightly to me, but will appear dull and heavy to anothe
But let us leave this Subjett.: Every onetalks of himfd

cording to his Falent, For my Part, I.am already i
}m’{ in it, that I know not what J was about to fay, an

1 {fuch Cafes, a Stranger often finds it out before me. |
{ﬂmuld always -carry my Razer about me, to ufe fo of
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as this Inconvenience befals me; [ fhould make - cleat
Worle.: -But fome Oceurrence or other may, at fome othe
Time;lay‘it as vifible to me as'the Light, and make m
wonder what I'fhould ftick at.
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