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Of Prognoftications. 5y

CH AP, X1
Of Pragﬁrﬁimtéam.

OR what concerns Oracles, it is certain, that a good
while before the Coming of our Saviour Chrift, they
began to lofe their Credit ; for we fee that Cicerais troubled
to find out the Caufe of their Decay in thefe Words; Cur
iflo modo jam Oracula Delpbis eduntur, non mods nofira etate,

Jed jam din, ut nibil polfit efje contemptius * s What jbould

be the Reafon that the Oracles-at Delphos are fo.uttered, not
only in this dge of ours, but moresver a great ahile ago,
that nothing can be more contempiible? But as to the other
Prognofticks, calculated from the Anatomy of Beafts at
Sacrifices, (which Plz#c does in part attribute to: the natural
Conflitution of the Inteftines of the Béeafts themfelves) the
feraping of Poultry, the Flights of Birds: Auves guafdam,
7erum qugurandarum caufa natus €ffe putamust : We think

fome Sorts of Birds to be turpofely created upon the Account
o s ey s

of Augury, Claps of Thunder, the winding ‘of Rivers,
Multa cernunt Ayufpices, multa Augures provident, mulia
Oraculis declaruntur, multa Vaticinationibus, multa Sommniis,
multa Portentis T, Soothfayers and Augurs conjellure and
as . dre G!"l—‘!‘.’vzﬂ! f.?z O?"a-
¢les, Propbecies; Dreams and Portents; and others of the
like Nature, upon which Antiquity founded moft of their
publick and private Enterprizes, Chriftian Religion has to-
tallyabolithed. And although there yet remain amongft us
iome Praftices of Divination from the Stars, from Spirits, -
from the Shapes and Complexions of Men, from Dreams
and the‘ like,. (a notable Example of the wild Caricfity
of our Nature to graip at and anticipate future Things, a

if we had not.enough to-do to digeit the prefent.)

e N ¥ 3 ThIE B : ] T
‘th. de Diwvin, 1, 2. '|‘ Cic. de Natura Deor. I, 2.
I 1id. :




22 MoNTAIGNE’s Effays.
e cutr hane 11bi, refor Oé'?;.:pi,
Solicitis wifum mortalibus addere cxram,
Nofeant wventuras ut dira per omnia clades ?
Sit fubitum quodcunque paras, fit czea fupuri
Mens Fomsinum Jati, liceat fperare timenti *.

Why, thou great Ruler of Ojmpus, why

Halit thou to timorous Mortality

Added this Care, that Men fhould be {o wife

To know, by Owmens, future Miferies ?

Free us from this unneceffary Care,

Unlook’d for fend the s thou doft prepare ;

Let human Minds from future Things be blind,
That Hope, amidft our Fears, fome Place may find

( Ne utile quidem ¢l feire quid Juturum fit : Miferumi
enim, nibil proficientem, angi: It is not indeed conveny
to kngw awhat fhould come to pafs s for it is a wmiferable th
20 be wex’d and tormented to no Purgofe). Yet are th
of much lefs Authority now than heretofore. Whi
makes the Example of Francis, Marquifs of Saluzze,|
much more remarkable ; who being Lieutenant to Ki
Francis the Firft, in his Army beyond the Mountai
infinitely favour'd and efteem’d in our Court, and oblig
to the King’s Bounty for the Marquifate itfelf, which i
been forfeited by his Brother; and as to the reft, havis
no manner of Provocation given him to do it, and ew
his own Affe@ion oppofing any {uch Difloyalty ; fuffer

. himfelf to be fo terrified (as it was confidently reportt
with the fine Prognofticks that were {pread Abroad in
vour of the Emperor Charles the Fifth, and to our Difa
vantage, (efpecially in Ztajy, where thefe foolith Prophecs
were {o far believ’d, that great Sums of Money were lail
and other ventur'd out upon return of greater when thy
€ame to pafs, {o certain they made themfelves of our Ruit
that having bewail'd to thofe of his Acquaintance who wet
moft intimate with him, the Mifchiefs that he faw woull
inevitably fall upon the Crown of France, and the Friens
he bhad in that Court, he unhandfomely revolted, ax
turnd to the other Side ; but to his own Misfortane never

el
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Of Proguoflicatious. 53
thelefs, what Conftellation foever govern'd at that Time.
Rut he carried himfelf in this Affair like a Man agitated
with divers Paflions ; for having both Towns and Forces
in his Hands, the Enemy’s Army under Antonio de Leva
clofe by him, and we not at all {fufpeéting his Defign, it
had been in his Power to have done more than he did ;
for we loft no Men by this Infidelity of his, nor any
Town, but Fyfan only, and that after a long Siege, and
a brave Defence,

Prudens futuri temporis exitum
Caliginofa noite premit Deus:

1 Ridetque fi mortalis ultra
+ find Fas trepidat .
PR Th’ eternal Mover has in Shades of Night
;:U‘::f‘ Future Events conceal’d from hume_m Sight,
5 :I; And laughs when he does fee the timorous Afs
- i Tremble at what fhall never come to pafs.
Whi tlle potens j&z‘
o Lztufgue deget, cui licet; in dien
P Dixiffe, vixi: Cras el atra
it Nube Polum pater occupato,
Obhg Iffzﬁff purd :i_
ich s He free and merrily may live, can fay,
havig As the Day paffes I have liv’d To-day ;
1 ew And for To-morrow little does take Care,
uffert Let the World’s Ruler make it foul or fair.
dorte Leetus in prafens animus, quod wlira &
n f Oderit curare §.
Dife A Mind that's chearful in it’s prefent State,
i’?;] To think of any thing beyond will hate.
1 the And thofe who take this Sentence in a contrary Senfe,
RLIJ'II, interpret it amifs. ffla fic reciprocantar, ut fi Divinatio
L Jit, Dii fint, & fi Dii fint, fit Divinatio®. Thefe Things
woul bave that mutnal Relation to one another, that if there be
riend Juch a Thing as Divinafion, there muft be Deities 5 and if
|, and Deities, Divination. NMuch more wifely Pacuvins;
1ever —
— + Hor, 4. 3. Od. 29.... % 1bd. Ode 29, . §.J4. 4 2.
Od: 16. ® Cic. de Divin. |, 2.
3 Nam
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9 MONTAIGNE"s Effays.

Nam iflis qus lingnam avinm intelligunt, N
Plufgue ex aliens jecore fapiant, quam ex fuo, gt
Magis audiendum, guam aufeultandum cenfeo *, m
‘Who the Birds Language underftand, and who th
More from Brutes Livers than their own do know, ¥
Are rather to be heard than hearken’d to. W
s S ar

The focelebrated Art of Divination aroneft the Tu/ian
: i , S S
took it’s Beginning thus: A Lzbourer firiking deep withhi® .

Coulter into the Earth, faw the Demi-God § Tages tod
fcend with an infantile Afped, but endued with a matu ki
and fenile Wifdom. * Upon the Rumour of which, all th =

People ran to fee the Sight, by whom hisWords and Sciene ef
containing the Principles and Means to attain to this Ax !
were recorded and kept for many Ages. A Birth fuitabh
to 1t’s Progrefs ! I, for my Part, {hould fooner regulatem
Affairs by the Chance of a Die, than by fuch idle and vais a
Dreams. And indeed inall-Republicks, a good Sharedt
the Government has ever been.referred to Chance. Plali “p]

an the civil Regiment that he models according to hisowll e
_F:mc_‘U, leaves the Decifion of feveral Things of very gredl
Importance wholly to it, and will, amongit other Thingy o
that fuch Marriages as he reputes legitimate and good, bt ¢}
appointed by Let, and attributing fo great Virtue, andadd. v
ing fo great a Privilegé to this accidental Choice, as too® o
dain the Children begotin fuchWedlock to be broughtupiit: t
the Country, and thole begot in any other to be thruft out p
{purious and bafe ; yet {o, that if any of thofe Exiles, not® tr
Withi’tamiing, {hould peradventure in growing up giveanf  tl
early Hopes of future Virtue, they were in a Capacity of  h
- being recall’d, as thofe alfo who had been retain’d wereof i
being exil’d in Cale they gave little Expetation of them: 1}
felvesin their greener Years. I feefome whoare mightilf. i)
given to Study, pore and comment upon their Almanacks, P
and producethem for Authority when any Thing has fallen h

out pat:. The’ it is hardly pofiible, but that thefe Wellkl 1y
wifhers to the Mathematicks, in-faying fo much, muft :
fometimes ftumble upon fome Truth amonglt ap infinite t]
<rins L8]
. ‘ 1'-;

* Idex Pacuvio,

8§ Indigene dixere Tagen, qui primns Etrufcam
¥ I R i 5 3 ek
Edocui; gentem cafus aperive Suturos: Ovid, Met. L 15
Number
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Number of Lies. Quis eff enim qui totum diem jaculars nor ali-
quands confineet ® 2_For. avho fboots all Day at Buts, that does
not Jometimes bit the White? | 1 think never the better of
them for fome accidental Hits. T here would be more Cer-
tainty in it, if there were a Rule and .a Truth of al-
ways lying. ~Befides, No-body records their Flim-flams
and. falle Prognofticks, forafmuch as they are infinite
and common, but if they chop upon one Truth, that
carries - a mighty Report,; as being rare, ingredible, and
prodigious, - So Diggeres, irnamed the Atheifl, anlwered
him_in Samothrace, who-thewing him in the Temple the
{everal Offerings and Stories in Painting, of thofe who had
eicaped Shipwreck, {aid to him, Leok-you, {aid he, jou
who think the Gads have na Gare of  buman Things, avbat da
you Jay by fo many Perfons preferved from Death by their efpe-
cial Favour Wiy, I/ay, anfwered he, that their Pifures
are not_feré who were. cafl atvay, which were by much the
greater Number. Cicero obferves, that of all the Philofo-
phers who have acknowledged a Deity, Xenophanes only has
endeavoured to eradicate all Manner of Divination:; Which
malces it the lefs a Wonder, if we have fometimes feen fome
of ‘our (Princes, to their own Coft, rely” too ‘much upon
thefe Fopperies. I'with I had given any Thing, that I had
with my own Eyes feen thofe two great Rarities, the Boole
of Foachir the Calabrian Abbot; which foretold all the fu-
ture Popes, their Namesand Figures; and thatof the Em-
peror Lea, which prophefied of all the Emperors and Pa-
triarchs of Greece., This. I have been an Eye-witnefs of,
that in publick Confufions, Men aftonifhed at theirFortune,
have abandoned their own Reafon fuperftitioudly to feek out
i the Stars the ancient Caufes and Menaces.of their prefent
Mifhaps, and in my Time have been fo ftrangely fuccefsful
N1t as te make Men believe, that this Study, being pro-
per to fix and {ettle piercing and volatile Wits, thofe who
have beenany thing verfed in this Knack of unfolding and
untying Riddles, are capable in anv Sort of "W:‘itinfg, to
ﬁ1nd out what they defire.  But above al, that which gives
them the greatelt Room to play in, is the obfture, ambigu-
ous, and fantaftick Gibberith of, their prophetick Can:ing,
where their Authors deliver nothing of clear Senfe, but
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b MonTAtcNE’s E/fays,

{broud all in Riddle, to the End that Pofterity may iy
pret and apply it according to their own Fancy, Socral
Demon, or Familiar, might perhaps be no other b
certain Impulfion of the Will, which obtruded itfelf oy
him without the Advice or Confent of his Judgmetit; 3
ina Soul {o enlightned as his was, 4nd fo prepared by ag
tinual Exercife of Wifdom and Virtue, *tis to be {uppof
thofe Inclinations of his, though {udden and undigeft
were ever very important, and worthy to be followed.
very one finds in himfelf fome Image of fuch Agitatiy
of a prompt, vehement, and fortuitous Opinion. T
that am to allow them fome Authority, who attribus
little to ocor own Prudence, and who alfo myfelf h
had fome, weak in Reafon, but violent in Perfudfiont
Diffuafion, (which were moft frequent with Socratel)
which I have {uffered myfelf to be ¢arried away fof
tanately, and fo much to my own Advantage, thattl
might have been judged to have had {fomething in th
of a divine Infpiration.

C.H A P, XII.
Of Confrancy.

TH B Law of Refolution and Conftaricy does niot i
ply that we ought not, as much as in us Iyes, tot
cline, and to fecure ourfelves from, theMif{chiefs and Inct
veniencies that threaten us; nor confequently, that we ks
not fear left they thould furprize us: On the contrary,?
decent and honeft Ways and Means of fecuring ourfel
from Harms are not only permitted, but moreover cof
mendable, and the Bufinels of Conftancy chiefly is, brave
to ltand to,and ftoutly to fuffer thofe Inconveniencies whit
are not otherwife poflibly to be avoided. There is no M
tion of Body, nor any Guard in the handling of Arm
how irregular or ungraceful foever, that we diflike or cot
demn, if they ferve to deceive or to defend the Blow thi
15 made againft us ; infomuch, that feveral very warh'ﬂ!
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