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Of Prognoflications.

C H A F . XI.

Of Prognoflications.

FO R what concerns Oracles , it is certaii ), that a good
while before the Coming of our Saviour Cbrifl , they

began to lofe their Credit ; for vve fee that Cicero is troubled
to find out the Caufe of their Decay in thefe Words ; Cur
iflo modojam Oracula Delphis eduntur , non modo noflra cetate,
fedjam diu, ut nihil poffit effe contemptius* ; What ßould
be the Reafon that the Oracles at Delphos are fo uttered , not
enly in this Age of ours, tut moreon)er a great ivhile ago,
that nothing can be more contempiible? But as to the other
Prognofticks , calculated from the Anatomy of Beafts at
Sacrifices , (which Plato does in part attribute to the natural
Conftitution of the Inteftines of the Beafts themfelves ) the
fcraping of Poultry , the Flights of Birds : A-ves qua/dam,
rerum augurandarum caufa natus effe putamus \ ; We think
ferne Sorts of Birds to be purpofely created lipon the Account
of Augury, Claps of Thunder , the winding of Rivers.
Multa cernunt Arufpices, multa Augures pro<vident, viulta
Oraculis declaruntur , ?nulta Vaticinationibus , viulta Somniis,
multa Portentis %, Soothfayers and Augurs conje.Bure and
forefee many Things, and many Things are foretold in Ora¬
cles, Propbecics, Drearns and Portents ; and others of the
like Nature , upon which Antiquity founded moft of their
publick and privateEnterprizes , Chriftian Religion has to-
tally abolifhed . And although there yet remain amongft us
fome Pradlices of Divination from the Stars , from Spirits,
from the Shapes and Complexiona of Men , from Dreams
and the like , (a notable Example cf the wild Curiofity
of our Nature to grafp at and anticipate future Things , as
if we had not enough to do to digeit the prefent .)

* Cic . diDivin . l. z . + Cic. de Natura Deor. I. 2.
%Ibid. \ l ■
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4*2 Montaigne '^ Eßays.
- icur hanc tibi , reßor Olympi,

Solicitis 'vifum mortalibus addere curam,
Nofcant 'Ventura: ut dira per omnia clades ?
Sit fubitum quodcunque paras , fit c&ca futuri
Mens haminum fati , liceat fperare timenti *.

Why , thou great Ruler of Olympus, why-
Haft thou to timorous Mortality
Added this Care , that Men fhould be fo wife
To know , by Omens, future Miferies ?
Free us from this unneceffary Care,
Unlook 'd for fend the ] Hs thou doli prepare ;
Let human Minds from future Things be blind,
That Hope , amidft our Fears , fome Place may find.
(Ne utile quidem efl fcire quid futurum fit : Mifertim\enim, nihil proficientem, angi : lt is not indeed ctmitm

to know mihatßould come to pafs ; for it is a miferablt thto be uex 'd and tormented to no PurpofeJ . Yet are tkfof much lefs Authority now than heretofore . Wim
jnakes the Example of Francis , Marquifs of Saluzzo, '\
much more remarkable ; vvho being Lieutenant to Kit
Francis the Firft , in his Army beyond the Mountain
Infinitely favour 'd and efteem 'd in our Court , and oblig":to the King ' s Bounty for theMarquifate itfelf , whichkbeen forfeited by his Brother ; and as to the reft , havir;
no manner of Provocation given him to do it , and ev»his own Affe&ion oppofing any fuch Difloyalty ; fuffent himfelf to be fo terrified (as it was confidently reportE
with the fine Prognofticks that were fpread Abroad in üvour of the Emperor Charles the Fifth , and to our Difad
vantage , (efpecially in Italy , where thefe foolifli Prophec«
were fo far believ 'd , that great Sums of Money were Iaiiand other ventur 'd out upon return of greater when the;came to pafs , fo certain they made themfelves of our Ruin
that having bewail 'd to thofe of his Acquaintance vvho weitmoft intimate with him , the Mifchiefs that he faw wonli
inevitably fall upon the Crown of France , and the Frienifce had in that Court , he unhandfomely revolted , aidturn 'd to the other Side ; but to his own Misfortune nevei-

Lucan. I. z..



Of Prognoßkations. 53
thelefs , what Conftellation foever govern 'd at tliat Time.
But he carricd himfelf in this Affair like a Man agitated
with divers Paffions ; for having both Towns and Forces
in his Hands , the Enemy ' s Army under Antonio de Lena
clofe by him , and \ve not at all fufpeäing his Defign , it
had been in his Power to have done more than he did;
for we loft no Men by this Infidelity of his , nör any
Town , but Foßän only , and that after a long Siege , and
a brave Defence,

Prudens futuri temporis exitunt
Caliginofa nocle premit Deus :
Ridetquefi mortalis ultra
Fas trepidat -f.

Th ' eternal Mover has in Shades of Night
Future Events conceal ' d from human Sight,
And laughs when he does fee the timorous Afs
Tremble at what fliall never come to pafs.

— — — ille pofens fui
L<ztufque deget, cui licet , in diem
Dixiffe , vixi : Gras <vel atra
Nube Polum pater occupato,
Vel file puro \ .

He free and merrily may live , can fay,
As the Day paffes I have liv 'd To -day;
And for To -morrow little does take Care,
Let the World 's Ruler make it foul or fair.

Latus inprizfens animus, quod ultra eß
Oderit curare §.

A Mind that ' s chearful in it ' s prefent State,
To think of any thing beyond will hate.

And thofe who take this Sentence in a contrary Senfe,
Interpret it amifs . Ißa ßc reciprocantur , ut ß Divinatio

fit , DU fint , & fi Dii fint , fit Di -vinatio * . Tiefe Things
have that mutual Relation to one another , that if there be
fuch a Thing as Divination , there muß be Deities ; and if
Deities , Divir .aiion. Much more wifely Pacwvius;

f Hör. I. 3 . Od. 29 . % Ibid . Ode 29 . § /, 2.
Ode 16. * Cic. de Divin . I. z.

* Nam



54 MontaigneV Eßxyst
Nam ißis qui linguam avium intelligunt,
Plufque ex alieno jecore fapiunt , quam ex fuo,
Magis äudiendum, quam aufcultandum cenfeo*.
Who the Birds Language underftand, and who, i More from Brutes Livers than their own do know,Are rather to be heard than hearken 'd to.
The fotelebrated Art of Divination amongft the Tu/m,

tookit 's Beginning thus : A Labourer itriking deep witii
Couker into the Earth , faw the Demi -God § Tages toi
fcend with an infantile Afpcdt, but endued with a mannt
and fenile Wifdom . Upon the Rumour of which , all tk
People ran to fee the Sight , by whom hisWords and Science,
containing the Principles and Means to attain to this Art,
were recörded and kept for many Ages. A Birth fuitabit
to it's Progrefs ! I , for my Part , ihould fooner regulate mj
Affairs by the Chance of a Die, than by fuch idle and vaii
Dreams . And indeed in all Republicks, a good Shareofthe Government has ever been referred to Chance. Plan,
in the civil Regiment that he models according.to his owi
Fancy , Ieaves the Decilion of feveral Things of very grea'
Importance vvholly to it, and will, amongft other Things,
that fuch Marriages as he reputes legitimate and good, bt
appointed by Lot , andattributing fo great Virtue , and add
ingfo great äPrivilege to this accidental Choice , as toor-
dain the Children begot in fuchWedlock to be brought up in
the Country, and thofe begot in any other to be thruft out as
fpurious and bafe ; yet fo, that if any of thofe Exiles, not-
withftanding , fhould peradventure in growing up give any
early Hopes of future Virtue , they were in a Capacity of
being recaü'd, as thofe alfo who had been retain'd were of
being exil'd in Cafe they gave little Expeftation of them-
felvesin their greener Years. I fee-fome who are mightily
given to Study, pore and comment upon their Almanacks,
and produce them for Authority when any Thing has fallen
out pat : Tho ' it is hardly poffible, but that thefe Well'
wifhet;s to the Mathematicks , in faying fo much , muß
fometimes ftumbie upon fome Truth amongft an infinite

* Id ex Pacwvio.
§ Indigente dixere Tagen, qui przmus Etrufcam
Edocuit gtntem cafus aperire futuros . Ovid . Met . /. ij-

Number
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Number of Lies. £>uis efl enim qui totum diemjacuhns non ali-
quando canlineet* ? For who ßoots all Day at Buts, that daes
not fometimes bit the White ? I think never the .better of
them .for fome accidental Hits . There  would .be moreCer-
tainty in it , if there were a Rule and a Truth of al-
ways lying . Befides, No -body records their Flim -nams
and falfe Prognofticks , fprafmuch as they are infinite
and common , but if they chop upon one Truth , that
carries a mighty Report, ; as being rare , incredible , and
prodigious . So Diogenes, firnamed the Aiheifl, anfwered
him mSamothrace , who fhawing him in the Temple the
feveral Offerings and Stories in Painting , of thofe who had
efcaped Shipwreck , faid to him , Look-you, faid he , you
who think the Gods!:a-ve ?io Gare of human Taings, ivhat da
you fay by fo many Perfons prefer-uedfrom Death by their efpe-
cialßä 'vour ? Why, Ifay , .anfwered he , that their Piclures
are not here who were cafi a-ivay, which 'euere by mach the
greater Number. Cicero ob'ferves , that of all the Philofo-
phers who have acknowledged a Deity , Xenophanesonly has
endeavoured to eradicate .all Männer of Divination ^ Which
makesit the lefs aWonder , if we have fometimes feen fome
of our Princes , to their own Coft , rely too much upon
thefe Fopperies . Iwifh I had given any Thing , that I had
with my own Eyes feen thofe cwo great Rarities , the Book
of Joachim the Calabrian Abbot , which foretold all the fu-
ture Popes, their Names and Figures ; and that of the Em-
peror Leo, which prophefied of all the Emperors and Pa-
trjarchs of Greece. This I have been an Eye -witnefs of,
that in publick Confufions , Men afconiflied at .theirFortun «,
have abandoned their own Reafon fupeiftitioufiy to feek our.
in theStars the ancient Caufes and Menaces .of theirprefent
Mifhaps , and in my Time have been fo firangely fuccefsful
'u it , as to make Men believe , that this Study , being pro¬
per to .fix and fettle piercing and volatile Wits , thofe who
have been any thing verfed in this Knack of unfolding and
untying Riddles , are capable in any Sort of Writing , to
find out what they defire . But above aM, that which gives
them the greateft Room to play in , isthe obfeure , ambigu-
ous, and fantaftick Gibberilh of their prophetick Canting,
where their Authors deüver nothing of clear Senfe , but

* Magium Cic , tie Divin.
öiroud
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fliroud all in Riddle, to the End that Poilerity fnay ins
pret and apply it according to their own Fancy . SocmDämon, or familiär , might perhaps be no other bul
certain Impulfion of the Will , -which öbtruded itfelf up
liim vvithout the Advice orConfent of his Judgment ; \in a Soul fo enlightned as his was, änd fo prepared by act
tinual Exercife of Wifdom and Virtue , ' tis to be fuppol:
thofe Inclinations of his, though fudden and undigelwere ever very important , and worthy to be followed,
very one finds in himfelf fome Image of fuch Agitatkof a prompt , vehement , and fortuitous Opinion . 'Tithät am to allow them fome Authority , vvho attribffit
little to our own Prudence, and who alfo myfelf hhad fome, weak in Reafon, but violent in PerfuafionI
Difluafion, (which were moft frequent with SWwf«):
which I have fuffered myfelf to be Carried away fot
tunately , and fo much to my own Advantage , that tk
might have been judged to have had fomething in fkof a divine Ihfpiration.

C H A P. XII.
Of Conflancy.

THE Law of Refolution and Conftancy does not»
ply that we ought not, as much as in us lyes, toicline, and to fecure ourfeives from, theMifchiefs andlncoi

veniencies that threaten us; nor confequently , thatwefti
not fear left they (hould furprize us : On the contrary,a!
decent and honefl Ways and Means of fecuring ourlelvt
from Harms are not only permitted , but moreover com
mendable, and the Bufmefs of Conftancy chiefly is, brawl;
to Hand to,and ftoutly to fufFer thofe Inconveniencies wÜ"
are not otherwife poffibly to be avoided. There is no Mo
tion of Body, nor any Guard in the handling of Ar«how irregulär or ungraceful foever, that we diflike or ««■demn , if they ferve to deceive or to defend theBlowtfe
is made againft us ; infomuch, that feveral very warlil«

Nation
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