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PR e A .
b MonTAtcNE’s E/fays,

{broud all in Riddle, to the End that Pofterity may iy
pret and apply it according to their own Fancy, Socral
Demon, or Familiar, might perhaps be no other b
certain Impulfion of the Will, which obtruded itfelf oy
him without the Advice or Confent of his Judgmetit; 3
ina Soul {o enlightned as his was, 4nd fo prepared by ag
tinual Exercife of Wifdom and Virtue, *tis to be {uppof
thofe Inclinations of his, though {udden and undigeft
were ever very important, and worthy to be followed.
very one finds in himfelf fome Image of fuch Agitatiy
of a prompt, vehement, and fortuitous Opinion. T
that am to allow them fome Authority, who attribus
little to ocor own Prudence, and who alfo myfelf h
had fome, weak in Reafon, but violent in Perfudfiont
Diffuafion, (which were moft frequent with Socratel)
which I have {uffered myfelf to be ¢arried away fof
tanately, and fo much to my own Advantage, thattl
might have been judged to have had {fomething in th
of a divine Infpiration.

C.H A P, XII.
Of Confrancy.

TH B Law of Refolution and Conftaricy does niot i
ply that we ought not, as much as in us Iyes, tot
cline, and to fecure ourfelves from, theMif{chiefs and Inct
veniencies that threaten us; nor confequently, that we ks
not fear left they thould furprize us: On the contrary,?
decent and honeft Ways and Means of fecuring ourfel
from Harms are not only permitted, but moreover cof
mendable, and the Bufinels of Conftancy chiefly is, brave
to ltand to,and ftoutly to fuffer thofe Inconveniencies whit
are not otherwife poflibly to be avoided. There is no M
tion of Body, nor any Guard in the handling of Arm
how irregular or ungraceful foever, that we diflike or cot
demn, if they ferve to deceive or to defend the Blow thi
15 made againft us ; infomuch, that feveral very warh'ﬂ!
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Of .Conftancy. 57

Nations have made ufe of a retiring and flying Way of
Fight, asa Thing of fingular Advantage, and by fo doing
have made their Backs more dangerous than their Faces to
their Enemies, Of which Kind of Fighting the s yet
retain fomething in their Practice of Armsto this Day ; and
Socrates in Plato laughs at Laches, who had defin’d Fort:-
tudeto be a itanding firm in their Ranks againft the Enemy :
What ({ays he) wonld it then b reputed Cowardice to overcome
them by giving Ground? Urging at the fame Time the Au-
thority of Homer, who commends Fneas for his Skill in
running away. And whereas Lacker, confidering better
on’t, jultifies his firlt Argument upon the Pra&ice of the
Seythians, and in general all Cavalry whatever, he again
attacks him with the bxample of the Lacedzmonian Foot,
(a Nation of all others the moft obftinate in maintaining
their Ground) who in all the Battle of Platea, not being
able to break into the Perfian Phalanx, unbethought them:
felves to difperfe and retire, that by the Enemies {uppofing
they fled, they might break, and difunite that vaft Body of
Men in the Parfuit, and by that Stratagem obtained the
Vi€tory. As for the Seythians, *tis faid of them, that when
Darjus went his Expedition to fubdue them, he fent, by an
Herald, highly to reproach their King, That be alrvay
tired before him and declined @ Baitle ; towhich Iad; hyrfes
(for that was his Name) returned Anfwer, That it was not
Jor fear of bim, or ¢ any-Man living, that be did fo, but that
it gy the j’{'},_;}- ;}f Al E‘f"f".:".’.-"’:-' in Pro&ice avith bis ﬂ,ﬂ;_f:‘g;?‘ ave
bad neither tilld Fi ds, Cities, nor Houfes to defend, or 15
Jear the Enemy fhould make a ny ddvantage of : But that if be
bad fuch a Stomach to fizht, Jet bim come but to view their an-
cient Place of Sepulture, and there be Joould bawe bis Fijl.
Neverthelefs asto what concerns Cannon Shot, when 2
BOd}' ot Men are drawn up in the Face of a2 T'rain of Ar-
tillery, as the Occafioh of War does often require, "tisun-
han.:_i[um to quit their Poft to avoid the Danger, and 2
foolifh Thing to boot, forafmuch as by Reafon of it’s Vig-
lence and Swiftnefs we account it inevitable, and many a
one, by docking, ilﬁp};irg afide, and fuch other Motions of
Fear, has been fufiiciently laughd at by his Companions,
And yet in the Expedition that the Emperor Charles the
Fifth made into Prevence, the i\”i;‘rquil?. de Guaft going to

difcover'the City of Arles, and venturing to advance out of
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58 MonTtatcNE’s Effays.

the Blind of 2 Wind-mill, under Favour of which he had
made his Approach, was perceived by the Seigneursd
Bonneval and the Senefchal of Agenois, who were walking

A Theatre avhere

ublick Skow : i . :
]jé{jjw }}i;;ﬂ?f Commiflary of the Artillery, he ti
o 3

i & verfed a Culverine fo admirably well
&c. aere exhi- S : “h
Bited. and levell’d it fo exattly right agai

him, that had not the Marquifs, feein
Fire to it, flipp’d afide, it was certainly concluded, ti
Shot had taken him full in the Body. And in like Manng
fome Years before, Lorenzo de Medici, Duke of Urbin, an
Father to the Queen-Mother of France, laying Siege Ui
Mondalpho, a Place in the Territories of the Zicariat i
Italy, feeing the Cannoneer give Fire to a Piece that pointel
direétly againft him, it was well for him that he duck’d, fi
otherwife the Shot, thatonly ras’d the Top of his Hea
had doubtlefs hit him full in the Breaft. To fay T'ruth,!
do not think that thefe Evafionsare performed upon the At
count of Judgment; for how isany Man living able &
judge of high or lJow Aim on fo {fudden an Occafion ? Au
it is much more eafy to believe, that Fortune favoured thei
Apprehenfion, and that it might be a Means at anothe
Time, as well to make them ftep into the Danger, asi
teach them to avoid it. For my own Part, I confefs,!
cannot forbear ftarting when the Rattle of a Harquebi
thunders in my Ears on a fudden, and in a Place wher!
am not to expeét it, which I have alfo obferved in othes
braver Fellows thanI; neither do the Stoicks pretend, thi
the Soul of their Philofopher {hould be Proof againfttt
firft Vifions and Fantafies that {urprize him ; but as am
tural Subject confent that he thould tremble at the tersibl
Noife of Thunder, or the fudden Clatter of fome fall§
Ruin, and be affrighted even to Palenefs and Convalfiol
And fo in other Paffions, provided a Man’s Judgment
main found and intire, and that the Sight of his Reafon fu
fers no Concuflion nor Alteration, and that he yields no Cor
{ent to his Fright and Difcompofure. To him who is1
a Philofopher, a Fright is the {fame in the firft Part ofl
but quite another Thing in the fecond ; for the Impreff
of Paflions does not remain only fuperficially-in him, 0¥
penetrates farther, even to the very Seat of Reafon, and”
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upon the Theatre Aux arenes; who hav.
ing fhewed him to the Sieur de Villiers
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O/ Jlf{?c‘f 1Htervety ar _LJ.*Z,';LrL‘J, 179
s to infect and to corrupt it, He judges according to his
Fear, and conforms his Behaviour to it. But in thiz Verfe
you may fee the true State of the wife Stoick learnedly
and plainly exprefs’d :
Mens immota manet, lacryme volvuntur inanes®,
The Eye, perhaps, frail, fruitlefs Showers raings,
Whillt yet the Mind firni and unfhook remains.
The wife Peripatetick is not him{elf totally free from
: b : |
Perturbations of Mind, but he moderates them b his
|

Wiildom.

it AP X,
The Ceremony of the Interview of Princes,

']"H{ER'E s no Subje@ fo frivolous, that does not

merit a Place in this Rhapfody. According to the
common Rule of Civility, it would be a kind of an AL

front to an Equal, and much more to a Superior, to fail

of being- at home, when he has given you Notice he will
come to vifit you. Nay, Queen Margaret of Nawayye
farther adds, That itwould be a Rudenefs ina Gentleman
to go out to Ineet any one that is coming to fee him,ilet him
¢ of what Condition foever; and that it is more refpeitive
and more civil to ftay at home to receive him, if only
upon the Account of miffing of him by the Way, and
that it is enough to receive him at the Door, and to g
upon him to his Chamber.

vait
For my Part, who as much,
duce the Ceremonies of my Houfe,
and the other of thefe va in
Peradventure {ome one may take Offenee ac
am forry, but I cannot §
much better to offend him
4y, for it would be a pe

nd in my Heare
once, than my-
rpetual Slavery ; and

—

* Virg. Eneid. 7 2.
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