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rince who is Matter of the Field, his Reputation,
1e Refpett that is due unto him, is always put into
the Balance ; ’tis i.:‘-l‘tjj“"“ 15 to aifront fuch an }‘lne*-'-' - And
i y compelling him to force you, you pL £1s him
with {o great an © w.-.au“ of himfelf and his Power, that
thinking it unreafonable- any Place fhould dare to {hut their
(ates L:E*-.mu his viftorious Army, he puts all to the
oword, where he meets with any (‘p nﬁlion, whillt his
fortune continpes; asis very I*. ain-1n the fierce and arro-
gant 1"'01'1‘.15 of i’u.nn.‘_m'w ['owns and ch.muncv‘&; War;
1avouring fo much of " Barbarian Pride and Infolence in Ufe
amongit ‘the oriental Princes, and which théir Succeflon
to this Day dﬂ 1,'{;\ retain an d practife.  And even in that
remote Part of the World w fif.'}’t, the Portuguefe fubdued the
Indians, they found fome States where it was an unjverfal
and inviolable Law amongft them, that every Enemy,
overcome by the King in Panon or b} his RLprLfent’itwe
Lieutenant, was out of Lmn“u{mon both of Ranfom and
s\Ichv So that .;l‘rm«e all Things a Man fhould take heed
La]!;ncr into the Hands of a Judge who isan Enemy and
victorious.

CH-AP, XV
Of the Punifbment of Cowardice.

Once heard of a Prince, and a a great C:«:pt.r-'n having 3
Narration g.wn him ashefatar Tableof the Pro ‘“c.u.lg
againft Monfieur 4z f:;-v_.u:.f, \-.--'m was i}'_nto need to Death
for. having {urrendered B x,. ,-J to .J,( Englifh, openly
maintained, that.a Soldier could no Jultly be put to Death
ar his Want of Conrage '-"U'u; in'Truth, a Man thould

ke a great Difference h("‘\k'n_L aults t l at ;1::.’:'::1}-‘ praceed
' e vifibly the Effeés of

from Infirmity, and thofe thata
hery and 7‘\7...0. ; for in the latt thw wilfully a&t
againfl the RL._“ f Reafon that Nature has in ‘Ph']st'd on
055 W .H‘m.' 1 the iomm it feems as if we mlg_nt prcn 1Ce
who left us in {uch a State of Imperfection,
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Of the Punifbment of Cowardice. 63,

and Defe&t of Courage for our Juftification. Infomuch,
that many have thought we are not juftly queftionable for
any thing, but what we commit againft the Light of our
own Confcience. And it is partly upon this Rule, that
thofe ground their Opinion, who difapprove of capital
and fanguinary Punifhments infli¢ted upon Hereticks and
Mifcreants; and theirs alfo, who hold that an Advocate
or 2 Judge are not accountable for having ignorantly failed
in their Adminiftration. But as to Cowardice, it is moft
certain, that the moft ufual Way of chaftifing that is by
Ignominy and Difgrace ; and it is fuppofed, that this
Praftice was firft brought into Ufe by the Legiflator Cheron-
das 3 and that before his Time the Laws of Greece punifhed
thofe with Death who fled from a Battle ; whereas he
ordained only that they fhould be three Days expofed in
the publick Place drefled in Women’s Attire, hoping yet
for fome Service from them, having awaked their Courage
by this open Shame ;  Suffundere melis bhominis fanguinem
quam: effundere, chosfing rather to bring the Blwnd into
their Gheeks, than to let it out of their Bodies. It
appears alfo, that the Roman Laws did anciently punith
thofe with Death who had ran away : Fer dmmianus
Marcellinus fays, that the Emperor Fulian commanded
ten of his Soldiers who had turned their Backs in an
Encounter againft the Parthians, to be firft degraded, and
afterwards put to Death, according (fays he) to the ancient
Laws; and yet elfewhere for the like Offence, he only
condemns others to remain amongft the Prifoners under
the Baggage Enfign. T'he Punifhment the People of Rome
inflited upon thofe who fled from the Battle of Canner,
and thofe who run away with Creius Fulvius, at his Defeat,
did not extend to Death. And yet methinks Men thould
confider what they do in fuch Cafes, left Difgrace fhould
make fuch Delinquents defperate, and not only faint
Friends, but implacable and ‘mortal Enemies.  OF late
Memory, the Seigneur de Franget, Lieutenant to the
Marefchal de Chattillsn’s Company, having by the Maref:
chal de Chabanes been put in Governor of Fontarabie, in
the Place of Monfieur e Ludz, and having furrendered it
to the Spaniard, he was for that condemned to be degraded
from all Nobility, and both himfelf and his Pofterity
declared ignoble, taxable, and for ever incapable of bearing
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64 MonTATIGNE'S Eflays.

Arms; which fevere Sentence was afterwards accordingly
executed at Lions, and fince that all the Gentlemen who
were 1n Gzife when f'"f:-n_.-_nt Neflaw entered into it, under
went the fame Punithment, as feveral others have doge
fince for like Offence.  Notwithftan nding, in cafc of
{fuch a ﬂ'-.“hﬂ‘ﬂ Ignorance or Cowardice as exceeds all
other ordinary Example, ’tis but Reafon to take it fors
fufficient Proof of Treach wery and Malice, and for fuch it
oughit to be eenfured and punifhed,

H AP XVr
A Procecding of fome Am} bafladors.
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The Scamen beft an 16.?1';_:71 of the Winds,
Of Oxen none o v well as I
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The hufling Soldiér beft of 1L‘v'-;:‘.e ads and Knocks,
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For it often fal REug that, on the centrary, every one
will rather choofe to be pra f ' s Proyince
“H“. his own new }-::'-pri:it:rn
acquired ;
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