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Arms; which fevere Sentence was afterwards accordingly
executed at Lions, and fince that all the Gentlemen who
were 1n Gzife when f'"f:-n_.-_nt Neflaw entered into it, under
went the fame Punithment, as feveral others have doge
fince for like Offence.  Notwithftan nding, in cafc of
{fuch a ﬂ'-.“hﬂ‘ﬂ Ignorance or Cowardice as exceeds all
other ordinary Example, ’tis but Reafon to take it fors
fufficient Proof of Treach wery and Malice, and for fuch it
oughit to be eenfured and punifhed,
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Invention of building of Bridges, and contriving Engines
of War, and how fuccin and refery’d in Comparifon,
where he fpeaks of the Offices of his Profeflion, his own
Valour, and military Conduct. His Exploits {ufficiently
prove him a great Captain, and that he knew wcil enough
but he'would be thought a good Engineer to boot ; a
Quality fomething rare, and not much to be expeéted in
him. “T'he elder Dionyfius was a very great Captain, as it
befitted his Fortune he fhould be ; but he tock very great
Pains to get a particular Reputation by Poetry, and yet
he never was cut out for 2 Poet. A Gentleman of the
long Robe being not long fince brought to fee a Study
furnifi’d with all Sorts of Books, both of hisown and ail
other Faculties, took no Occafion at all to entertain him-
felf with any of them, but fell very rudely and imperti-
nently to defcant upon a-Barricado plac’d before the Study-
door, a thing thata hundred Captains and common Sol-
diers fec every Day without taking any Notice or Offence.

Optat ephippia bos piger, optat arare caballus.

The lzzy Ox would Saddle have and Bit,
The Steed 2 Yoke, neither for either fit, °

By this Courfe a Man fhall never improve himfelf, nor
arrive atany PerfeGtion inany thing. ~He muft therefore
make it his Bufinefs, always to put theArchiteét, the Paint-
er, the Statuary, as alfo every Mechanick Artizan, upon
difcourfe of their own Capacities. And to this Purpofe,
in reading Hiftories, which is every Body’s Subjeé&, I ufe
to confider what kind of Men are the Authors; which,
if Perfons that profefs nothing but mere Learning, I in
and frem them principally obferve and learn the Stile and
Language ; If Phyficians, I npon that Account the rather
incline to credit what they report of the Temperature of
the Air, of the Health and Complexions of Princes, of
Wounds, and Difeafes 5 If Lawyers, we are from them to
take Notice of the Controverfies of Right and Title, the
]:Z:l(!iilmiﬂlniﬁ'llt of Laws and Civil Government, and the
like ; If Divines, the Affairsof the Church, ecclefiaftical
Cenfures, Marriages and Difpenfations; If Courtiers,
Manners and Ceremonies ; If Soldiers, the Things that
Properly belong to their Trade, and principally the Ac-
counts of fuch Acions and Enterprizes wherein they were

perfonally
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perfonallyengaged ; and if Ambafladors, we are to obferve
their Negotiations, Intelligences, and Pra&ices, and the
Manner how they are to be carried on., And this is the
Reafon why (which perhaps T fhould have lightly pafid
aver in another) I dwelt upon and maturely confider'd o
Paffuge In the Hiftory writ by Monfieur 2- Langey (a Man
of very great Judgment in Things of that Nature) which
was, after having given a Narrative of the fine Oratid
Charles the Fifth had made in the Confiftory at Rome, and
in the Prefence of the Bifhop of Ma/cor and Monfieur &
Pelley, our Ambaffadors there, wherein he had mixel
feveral tart and injurious Expreflions to the Difhonour of
our Nation ; and amongft the reft, Thas if” bis Captain
and Soldicrs avere not Men of angther kind of Fidelity, Re
Solution, and Sufficiency in the Knoaledge of Arms, than thf
of the King, he awould immediately &o with a Rope about hi
Neck and fue to bim for Mereys (and it fhould feem the
Emperor had really this, or ‘a very little better Opinion
ofour'military Men, for he afterwards, twice or thrice it
his Life, faid the very fame thing) asal{o, that he challeng!
the King to figcht him in his Shirt with Rapier and Poniard,
in a Boat: The faid Sieur de Langey purfuing his Hiftory,
adds, that the forenam’d Ambaffadors, femling a Difpatch
to the King of thefe Things, conceal'd the greateft Par,
and ‘particularly the two lalt Paffages. At which I could
not but wender, that it fhould be in the Power of an
Ambaflader to difpenfe with any Thing which he onglt
to fignify to his Mafter, efpecially of fo great Importance
as this, coming from the Mouth of fuch 2 Perfon, and
fpoke in {o grearan Affembly ; and thould rather conceive
1t had been the Servant’s Duty faithfully to have reprefent:
ed to him the whole and naked Truthas it pafs'd, to the
End that the Liberty of difpofing, judging and concluding
might abfolutely have remain’d n him: For either to con-
ceal, or to difguife the Truth for Fear he thould take it
otherwife than he ought to do, and left it fhould prompt
him to fome extravagant Refolution, and in the mean
Ti_metaicave him ignorant of his Affairs, thould feem, me-
thinks, rather to belong to him who is to give the Law,
than to him who is only to receive it; to him who s
in fupreme Command, and beft can Judge of his own
Interefts, ‘and not to him who ought to look upon himl'
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A Proceeding of fome Ambaffadors. 6%

felf as inferior in Authority, fo alfo in Prudence and
good Counfel : But let it be how it will, I for my Part
would be loth to be fo ferved in my little Concerns. We
do fo willingly flip the Collar of Command upon any
Pretence whatever, and are fo ready to ufurp upon Do-
minion, and every one does {o naturally afpire to Liberty
and Power, that no Utility whatever deriv’d from the
Wit or Valour of thofe he does employ, ought to be fo
dear to a Superior, as a downright and fincere Obedience.

"To obey more upon the Account of Underftanding than

Subjeétion, is to corrupt the Office, and to fubvert the
Power of Command ; infomuch that P, Craffus, the {ame
whom the Romans reputed five times happy, at the Time
when he was Conful in #4fz, having fent to a Greck
Engineer to caufe the greater of two Malts of Ships thdt
he had taken Notice of at Afhens, to be brought to him,
to be employed about fome Engine of Battery he had a
defign to make; the other prefuming upon his own Science
and Sufficiency in thofe Affairs, thought fit to do otherwife
than direted, and to bring the lefs; which alfo, according
tothe Rules of Art, was really more proper for the Ulfe to
which it was defigned : But Craffus, though he gave Ear
to his Reafon with great Patience, would not however
take them, how found or convincing foever, for current
Pay, but yet remained {o highly offended at his Difobe-
dience, that he caufed him to be fufficiently whipped for
his Pains, valuing the Intereft of Difcipline much more
than of the Thing. Notwithflanding, we may on the
other Side confider, that fo precife and implicit an Obedi-
ence as this, isonly due to pofitive and limited Commands.
The Employment of an Ambaffador is never fo confined ;
{feveral Things in the Management of Affairs, and in the
variousand unforefeen Occurrences and Accidents that may
fall out in the Management of a Negotiation of this Nature,
being wholly referr’d to the abfolute Sovereignty of their
own Conduét : Neither do they fimply execute only, but
al{o to their own Difcretion and Wifdom form and model
their Mafter's Pleafure; and I have in my Time known
Men of Command, who have been check’d for having ra-
ther obey’d the exprefs Words of the King’s Letters, tha
the Neceflity of the Affairs they had in FHand. Men of
Underftanding do yet to this Day condemn the Cuftom of
the
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the Kings of Perfiz, to give their Lieutenants and Agents
fo little Rein, that upon the leaft arifing Difficulties they
muit evermore have Recourfe to their farther Commands;
this Delay in {o vaft an Extent of Dominion, having of:
ten very much prejudiced their Affairs. And Craffs
writing to a Man, whofe Profeffion it was beft to under-
ftand thofe Things, and pre-acquainting him to what
Ufe this Maft was defigned, did he not Teern to confult
his Advice, and in a Manner invite him to interpofe his
better judgm-‘.nt P
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I was amaz’'d, 1':a'|::.i.' ‘-—='r':“-:*}1.'=t:!'.-_:, and my Hair
On ¢nd upon my Head did wildly ftare.

Am not fo good a Naturalit as to diz’cern by what fecret
E Springw‘ Fear has it'sMotion in us; but I am wife nough
o know, that it is a ftrong Paflion, and fucha one, that the
Phyficians fay, there 15 no other whatever thutf:rm:-cr de:
thrones our . judgment from it’s proper Seat ; which is fo
true, that I myfelf have feen very many become frantick
through Fear ; and even in thofe of t he belt fettled Tem-
per, itis moft certain, that it begets a terrible Al c1..imcm

it
and Confufion during the Fit. I omit the vu lgar Sort,

3

whom 1t one while "P}\r\,f'h s their (mm. Lnandﬁh 3.51[1
out of their Graves in their Shrow ds, another while Hob-
:."'.*l";:;, Spelires, and Chimera’s, but even ummwi’t %Lilum
{a bort of Men over whom, oF"L thers, it ou fs have
the leaft Pow er) how often has it converted Flocks Lf‘ ‘:nel,p
into armed Squadrons, Reeds and Bull-rufhes into Pikesand
f.aunces, Frlf“‘d~ into Enemies, and the French White into
the Red C rofies of Spain I When Monfieur de Bourbon took
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