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4 MonTAtcNE’s Effays.

which of the three he had in greatelt Efteem, Chabriay
Dbicrates, ox himfelf ; You muft firft fee us die (faid he) be-
fore that Lueftion can be refolved : And in Truth, hewould
infinitely wrong that great Man, who would weigh him
wi*hout the Honour and Grandeur of his End. God Ak
mighty has orderéd all Things as it has beft pleafed him:
But I have in my Tine feen three of the moft execrable
Perfons that eéver I knew 1n -all Manner of ‘abominable

Living, and the moft infamous to boot, who ‘all died 2
very regular Death, and inall Circumftances compofed even
to Perfection. There are brave and fortunate D:.aths I

have feen Death cut the Thread of fm Progrefs of a prodi
ﬂ"rJL*~ Advancement, and in the Height and Flower of it}

Encreafe of a certain Perfon, with {o Q‘fuu ious an End, that
in. my Opinion, his ambitious and generous Defigns had
nothing in them fo Im; n and great as their Intorrvpt on;
and he-arrived, without com; ‘J_.e*_nh his Courfe; at the
Place to which his An wL' *10 1 pretended with greater Glor,
than_ he could himfelf either hope or \‘-.m( nd - antic
pated by his Fall the Name and Power to u-'h;ch he al
pired, Laj perfefting his Career. *In ‘the Judgment |
make of ‘another Nlhru s Life, I always obferve how It
carried himfelf at his Death ; and the principal Concem
I have for my own, is, that I may die handfomly, tha
is, patiently, and without Noife.

C-HCA P XEX,

That to findy Philofophy is to learn to die

Icero {ays, That to fludy P}J.:ii{m_‘f)‘?“‘ is nothing but topre
pare a Manw's felf to die.. The Reafon of 'which 1
becaufe Study and Contemplation do in fome fort withidraw
from us, and «deprive us of our Souls, and employ it fupl
rately from the Body, which is a kind of learning to dig
and aRefemblance of Death, or el{é becaufeall t he Wifdom
and Reafoning in the W 0:1‘.1 does in the End concludean
this Point, to teach us not to fear to die. And to {2 vy the
Truth, either our Reafon does ﬁ:uﬂ} bule u:, or-it D“U]‘
to have no-other Aim but our Contentmient onl ly, nortoei
X deavour
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Do [tudy Philofophy is to learn 1o die. 75

deavour anyThing, but in Sum to make us live well, and,
as the holy Scripture fays, a¢ our Eafe. ‘All the Opinions
of theWorld agree i’ this, That Pleafure is ourEnd, though
we make ufe of divers Means to attain unto it; they would
otherwife be rejefted at the firft Motion; for who would
give ear to him that thould propefe Afili&ion and Mifery
for his End ? T'he Controverfies and Difputes of the Phile-
fophical Seftsupon this Point are merely verbal, Tranféurra-
wes foleriiffimas nugas *, Let @S fkip over thefe learned and
fubtle Fooleries and Trifles ; there 1s moreé in them of Op-
pofition and Obftinacy than is confiffent with fo facred a
Profeffion : But what Kind of Perfon foever Man takes upon
him to perfonate, he over-mixes his own Partwith it ; and
let the Philofophers all fay what they will, the main Thing
at which we all aim, even in Virtue 1tfelf, is Pleafure. I
pleafées me to rattle in their Ears thisWerd, which they {o
nanfeate to hear ; and if ‘it fignify fomé fupreme Pleafure
and exceffive Delight, it is more due fo'the Affitance of
Virtue than to any other Affiftance whatever. This De-
light, for being more gay, more finewy, more rebuft, and
more manly, is only to be more feriounfly voluptuous, and
we ought to give it the Name of Pleafure; as that which
15 more benign, gentle, and natural; and not that of Vi-
gour, from which we have derived it: The other more
mean and fenfual Part of Pleafure, if it could deferve this
fair Name; it ought to be upon the Actount of Concur-
rence, and not of Privilege; I find it lefs exempt from
JrJL"Jra\-'erf.r::- and Inconveniencies, than Virtue itielf ; and be-
ides that, the Enjoyment is moré momentary, fluid, and
f:rail; it has it’s Watchings; Fafts,” and Labours, even to
Sweat and Blood 3 and moreover, has particular to itfelf fo
many feveral Sorts of fharp and wounding Paflions, and fo
iﬁﬂpid a Satiety attending it, as are equal to the f{evereft
Penance. And we miflake to think that Difficiilties fhould
ferve it fora Spur and a Seafoning to it's Sweetnefs, as in
Nature, one contrayy is quickened by anothér; and to fay
when we come torViitue, that like Confequénces and Dif-
ficulties overwhelm and render it 2ufteve and. inacceflible 3
whereas, much more:aptly: than in Voluptuoufnefs, they
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enable, fharpen and heighten the perfe&t and divine Plea-
{ure they procure us. He renders himfelf unworthy ofit
who will counterpoife his Expence with the Fruit, and
does neither underftand the Blefling, nor how to ufe it.
Thofe who preach to us, that the Queft of it is craggy,
difficult, and painful, but the Fruition pleafant and grateful,
what do they mean by that, but to tell us, that it is always
unpleafing ? The moft Perfeét have been forc’d to content
themfelves to afpire unto it, and to approach it only with:
out ever poffefling it. But they are deceived, and do not
take Notice, that of all the Pleafures we know, the very
Purfuit is pleafant : Thhe Attempt ever relifhesof the Qua-
lity of the Thing to whichit is dire@ed ; foritis a good
Part of, and confubftantial with the Effe&. The Felicity
and Beatitude that glitters in Virtue, fhines throughoutall
her Apartments and Avenues, even to the firft Entry, and
utmoft Pale and Limits. Now of all the Benefts that Vir-
tue confers upon us, the Contempt of Death is one of tiit
greatelt, as the Means thataccommodates human Life with
a foftand eafy Tranquillity, and gives usa pure and pleafant |
Tafte of living, without which, all other Pleafures woult |
be extiné; which is the Reafon why all the Rules ]
which we are to live centre and concur in thisone Articl
And although theyall in like Manner with one Confentét:
deavour to teach us alfo to defpife Grief, Poverty, and ¥
other Accidents to which human Life, by it’s own Natut
and Contftitution, is fubjected, it is not neverthelefs witl
the fame Importunity, as well by Reafon the fore-namel
Accidents are not of fo great Neceflity, the greater Partdl
Mankind paffing over their whole Lives, without €V
knowing what Poverty is; and fome without Sorrow d
Sicknefs, as Xemophilus the Mufician, who lived a hundret
and fix Years in a perfeét and continual Health ; as all
becaufe at the worft, Death can, whenever we plc‘:aﬁ:, cut
fhort, and put an End to all thefe Inconveniencies, b
as to Death, it 1s inevitable.
Onmnes eodem cogimur 5 emnium
Verfata Urna ; ferius, ocyus
Sors exitura, et nos in ternum
Exilium impofitura Cymbe *.

* Hor. /. 2, Ode 3. :
W
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To fiudy Philofophy is to learn to die. %7

We all are to one Voyage bound ; by Turn,
Sooner or later, all muft to the Urn :

When Charon calls abroad, we muft not ftay,
But to eternal Exile fail away,

And confequently, if it frights us, 'ts a perpetual Toz-
ment, and for which there is no Confolation nor Redrefs.
There is no Way by which we can poflibly avoid it; it com-
mands all Points of the Compafs: We may continually
torn our Heads this Way and that, and pry about as ina
fufpected Country, quce quafi faxum Tantals, Jemper in-
pendet *, but it, like Tantalus's Stone, bhangs over us. Our
Courts of Juftice often fend back condemn’d Criminals to
be executed upon the Place where the Fa&t was committed,
but carry them to all fine Houfes by the Way, and pre-
pare for them the beft Entertainment they can,
non Siculz Dapes
Dusz?ﬂ é’iﬂéﬂ?‘ﬂ[)ﬁﬂf}rﬂp.ﬂ?'iﬂ!:

Non avium cithareque cantus

Somnum reducent §.

the Taftes of {uch as thefe

Choiceft Sicilian Dainties cannot pleafe,

Ner yet of Birds or Harps, the Harmonies

Once charm afleep, or clofe their watchful Eyes.
Do you think they could relifhit ? And thatthe fatal End of
their Journey being continually before their Eyes,would not
alter and deprave their Palate from tafting thefe Regalio’s ?

Audit iter numeratque dies fpatiogue viarum

Metitur witam, torquetur pefle futura ||.

He Time and Space computes, by Length of Ways,

Sums up the Number of his few fad Days ;

And his fad Thoughts, full of his fatal Doom,

Can dream of nothing but the Blow to come.

The End of our Race is Death, tisthe neceflary Obje&t
of eur Aim, which if it frights us, how is it pofiible to ad-
vance a Step, without a Fit of an Ague ? The Remedy the
Valgar ufe, is not to think on’t: But from what bratifh
Stupidity can they derive fo grofs a Blindnefs? They
mutt bridle the Afs by the Tail.

¥ Gicerode finib. . 1. § Hor. 1, 3.0de 1. || Claud,
G 3 C)ore
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Duz capite i;?;? Sfuo inflituit q.,'g-’f'sg;}z retro ™,

? He who the Order of his Steps has laid
To Light, and natural Motion retrograde.

Tis noWonder, if he be often trapp'd in the Pitfall. They
ufe to fright People with the very Mention of Death, and
many crofs themfelves, as if it were the Name of the De-
vil; and becaufe the making a Man’sWill, is in Reference
to dying, not a Man will be per{uaded to take a Penin Hand
to thatPurpole, *tll the Phyfician has pafs’d Sentence upon
him, and totally given him over; and then, betwixt Grief
and Terror, God knows in how fit 2 Condition of Under
ftanding he is todo it. The Romans, by Reafon that this
poor Syllable Deathwas obferved to be fo harfh to the Far
of the People and the Sound fo ominous, had found outa
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To frudy Philofophy is te learnto die. 78

Courfe of Things, "tis long fince that thou livedft by extra-
ordinary Favour. Thou haft already out-lived the ordinary
Term of Life, and that it is fo, reckon up thy Acquaintance,
how many more have died before they arrived at thy Age,
than have attained unto it, and of thofe who have ennobled
their Lives by their Renown ; take but an Account, and 1
dare lay a Wager thou wilt find more who have died be-
fore, than after five and thirty Years of Age. Itisfull both
of Reafon and Piety too, to take Example by the Humanity
of Fefis Chriff himfelf, who ended his Life at three and
thirty Years. The greateft Man that ever was, wasno
more than a Man, Alkxander, died alfo at the fame Age.
How many feveral Ways has Death to {furprize us?

Duid quifgue witet, nunguan bomini jatis.
Cautum eff in boras™.

Man fain would thun, but ’tis not in his Power
T* evade the Dangers of each threat'ning Hour.

"To omit Fevers and Pleurifies, who would ever have ima-
gined, that a Duke of Brizany thould be prefled to Death
in a Crowd, as that Duke was at the Entry of Pope Cle-
ment into Lions ?” Have we not feen oneof o IF
our + Kings killed at a Tilting 5 and did i
not one of his I Anceftors die by the Juitle ~.

: : Sy o g S ming againfl
of a Hog ? #/chylus being threatned with n,= = O
the Fall of a Houfe, was to much Purpofe > Tm‘t};:g-;;x_nm y},’
fo circumf{peét to avoid that Danger, when I hé Py fing
he was knock’d o’th* Head by a Tortoife- o R
fhell falling out of anEagle’s Talons in the
Fields. Another was choaked with aGrape-
ftone; an Emperor killed with theScratch
of a Comb, in combing his Head. Zumilius Lepidus, with
a Stuml?le at his own Threfhold ; and Aufidius with a Ju-
ftle againft the Door, as he entered the Council- Chamber,
And betwixt the very Thighs of Women, Cornelius Gallus,
the Pretor 5 Tigillinus, Captain of the Watch at Rome;
Ludovico, Son of Guids de Gonzaga, Marquifs of Mantua s
and (of worfe Example) Speufippus, a Platonick Philofopher,
and one of our Popes. The poor Judge Bibius, whillt he

of France, run-

Lewis the
Gr‘qj}, the 403;)
K ing of Franee,

* Hor. I 2. Ode 13,
G 4 reprieved
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reprieved a Criminal for eight Days only, was himfelf cons
demned to Death, and his own Day of Life was expired:
Whillt Caius Fulius the Phyfician was anointing the Eyes
of a Patient, Death clofed his own ; -and if I may bringin
an Example of my own Blood, a Brother of mine, Cap:
tain 8t. Martin, a young Man of three and twenty Years
old, who had already given {ufficient Teftimony of his Va-
lour, playing a Match at Tennis, received a Blow of a Ball
a little above his right Ear, which, though it was without
any Manner or Signof Wound, or Depretlion of the Skull,
and though he took no great Notice of it, nor fo much s
fat down torepofe himfelf, he neverthele{s died within five
or {ix Houts after of an Apoplexy, occafioned by that Blow,
Which fo frequent and common Examples pafling ever
Day before our Eyes, how is it poffible a Man fhould dif-
engage himfelf from the Thought of Death ; or avoid fan-
cying, that it has us every Moment by the Collar ; What
Matter is it, you will fay, which Way it comes to pafs
provided a Man does not terrify himfelf with the Expe@as
tion? For my Part, 1 am of this Mind, that if a Man
could by any Means avoid it, though by creeping under3
Calf’s 6kin, [ am one that fhould not be afhamed of the
Shift : All I aim at is, to pafs my Time pleafantly, and
without any great Reproach, and the Recreations that
molt contribute to it, I take hold of ; as to the reft, as little
glorious and exemplary as you would defire.

preetulerim—— e fiyus inerfque videri,
i Pl e S 7 : » TN

__f Jum mea ﬁéJc_li.‘c..-‘Ju:.r.'f malia e, fa'.h‘f(’F)f?!.'f}i-'é'j"ﬂfﬂiﬂf,
; y Eo = b

.'.\.J:t-.P_-'F_;'.'?Pr.?'{,! (5 ?.u:l::,l',{

A Fool, or Coward, let me cenfur’d be,

W inlft either Vice does pleafe or cozen me,
Rather than be thought wife, and feel the Smart
Of a perpetual aching anxious Heart,

Bat *tis Folly to think of doing' any thing that Way,

L ey go, they come, they gallop and dance, and not 2

“i-\-'ord of Death. All thisis very fine, but withal, when

1t comes either to themfelves, their Wives, their Children,

or Friends, {

o

urprifing them at unawares, unprepared,

e L S
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To ftudy Philofophy is to learn to die. 81

then what Torment, “what Qutcries, what Madnefs and
Defpair ! Did yeu ever fee any thing fo fubdued, {o
changed and {o confounded? A Man muft j:hereforq make
more early Trial of it; and this brutifh Negligence,
could it poflibly lodge in the Brain of any Man of Senfe,
(which I think utterly impoffible) fells us his Merchandize
too dear. Were it an Eremy that could be avoided, I
would then advife to borrow Arms even of Cowardice it=
felf to that Effeét : But feeing it is not, and that it wi?l
catch you as well flying, and playing the Poltron, as ftand-
ing to it, like a Man of ¥lonour :

Mors & fugacem perfequitur Virum,
Nec parcit imbellis juvente
Poplitibus, timidogue tergo T,
't » 7 4

No Speed of Foot prevents Death of his Prize,
He cats the Hamftrings of the Man that flies ;
Nor fpares the tender Stripling’s Back does ftart
T” out-run the Diftance of his mortal Dart.

And feeing that no Temperof Arms is of Proof to fecure us,
1lle licet ferro, cautus fe condat, &5 zre

i . s
Mors tamen inclufum protrabet inde caput §.

Shell thee with Steel, or Brafs, advis’d by Dread,
Death from the Cafk will pull thy cautious Head.

let us learn bravely to ftand our Ground and fight
him. And to begin to deprive him of the greateft
Advantage he has over us, let us take a Way quite contrary
to the common Courfe. Let us difarm him of hisNovelty
and Strangenefs ; let us converfe and be familiar with him,
and have nothing {o frequent in our Thoughts as Death :
Let us, upon Occafions, reprefent him in all his moft
dreadful Shapes to our Imagination : At the Stumbling of
a Horle, at the Falling of a Tile, at the leaft Prick of a
Pin, let us prefently confider, and fay to ourfelves, Well,
and what if it had been Death it{elf? And thereupon leg
us encourage and fortify ourfelves. Let us evermore, a-
midft our Jollity and Feafting, {et the Remembrance of our
frail Condition before our Eyes, never fuffering ourfelves

T Horo ! 3. Odez. L Propert. |. 3. Eleg. 17y, alias 16.
. to
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to be fo far tranfported with our Deli ght, but that we hay
fome Intervals of Ichu,hng upon, d:.d confidering hos
mmany feveral Ways this Jollity of ours tends to Death, a
with how many J_Jaﬂgms it threatens us, The Egypiim
were wont to do after this 1\'1311;151', who, in the Heigh
of their Feafti ing and Mirth, caufed a dried Skeleton of
Man to be brought into the Room, ‘to ferve for a Momes
to their Gueih.

3 g
Grala ,ﬂ:}*:r‘.=‘¢.'€r.’:.;-';, giie #on [per

g Wi ] .
Think {; on as the Day is paft,
Of hat thou haft liv’d the laft;
The next Da -"; joy fu Light thine Eves fhalt {ee,
As will more welcome be.

5

Where Death waits for us, is uncertain ; let us every

: |

‘-"]"fH: look fo" him. r}.'}n-. Premeditation of Death, i
he Preme F who has learnt to die, &
"E'“i’“nlc -of Evil in Life, forhn

is po Evil : to kno
| Subjeétion and Conftraimt
mm;.Lbu ]~m

I16LU

.Rs}m,. 1o .fmjr
] 118t 1.,q nduf Ll)( 10
any t :é_' t _my own N

; is nothing
4 have more contin --i‘ll'\f Lui(.l tained my fd"’ \,-.“.1.11, than thf
4 113¢1g1';..1rn| s of _._}E‘Lup moit wan

e
Eﬂ 1oe -
..‘_\" "—t ]

€ven in tae gEi\'Gft and o

ton 1ime of

7 cum atas florida wir agere T,
1 . i
Of florid Age in the moft pleafant Spring.

In the Co I’ﬂp‘ll'lv of Ladies, and in the Hei ight of " Mirth,
fome hay e perhaps thought me (11’4 fled with {ome Jealouly,
or mcdltat ing upon the Ll'nce rtainty of fome nnc.c;.ncd
*npe wmlu i was entertaining my 1:’;‘ with the Remem-
brance of fome one {urprized a few Days before with 4
Catallus, Nun. 69.

burning
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To fludy Philofophy is %o learn to die. 83

burning Fever, of which he died; returning from an En-
tertainment like this, with his Head full of ‘idle Fancies
of Love and Jellity, as mine was then, and that, for pught
I knew, the fame Deftiny was attending me.

Fam fuerit, nec pof unquam revocare licebit *,

But now he had a Being amongft Men,
Now gone, and ne’er to be recall’d agen,

Yet did nbt this Thought wrinkle my Forehead any more
than any other, It is impoffible but we mult fecl a Sting
in {uch Imaginations as thefe at firft ; but with often revol-
ving them in & Man’s Mind, and having them frequent in
our Thoughts, they at laft become fo familiar as to be
no Trouble at all: Otherwife I, for my Part, fhould be
in a perpetual Fright and Frenzy ; for never Man was fo
diltruftful of his Life, never Man fo indifferent of it's Du-
ration. - Neither Health, which I have hitherto ever en-
joy’d yery ftrong and vigorous,and vety {feldom interrupted,
does. prolong, nor Sicknefs contraét my Hopes. Methinks
I efcape every Mlinute, and it eternally runs in my Mind,
that what may be done Too-morrow, may be doneTo-day.
Hazards and Dangers do, in Truth, little or nothing
haften our End, and if we confider how many more
remain, and hang over our Heads, befides the Accident
that immediately threatens us, we fhall find that the Sound
and the Sick, thoie that are abroad atSea, and thofe that
fit by the Fire, thofe that are engaged in Battle, and thofe
thatfit-idle at Home, are the one as near it as the other :
Nemo altero fragilior eff : Nemo in craflinum fui eertior + »
No Man is more frail than another: No more certain of
the Morrow. For any thing I have to do before I die,
the Jongeft Leifure would appear too fhort, were it but an

Hour’s Bufinefs T had to do. A Friend of mine the other
Day, turning over my Table-Book, found in it a Memo-
randum of fomething I would have done after myDeceafe ;
whereup6n'I told him, as it was really true, that though I
was no more than a League’s Diftance only from my own
Houfe, and merry and well, yet when that Thing came

- M 5 a
nto my Head, I made hafte to write it down there, becaufe

* Lucret. 1.3, 1 Semec. Ep. 19, 1
was




84 MoNTATGNE S Effays.
I was net certain to live *till I'came Home. As 2l
that am eternally brooding over my own Thoughts, &
who confine them to my own particular Concerns; [a
upon the Matter at all Hours as well prepared as I ame
like to be, and Death, whenever he {hall come, can briy
nothing along with him I did not expect long  befon
We fhould always (asnear as we can) be booted and fpurm
and ready to go, and above all Things, te take Careattk
Time to have no Bufinefs with any one, but a Man's
Ruid brevi fortes jaculamur awvo
Multa * 2 "

Why cut’ft thou out {uch mighty Work vain Man?

Whofe Life’s thort Date’s compriz’d in one poor Spa
For we fhall there find Work enough to do, without
need of Addition ; one complins more than of Dei
that he is thereby prevented of a glorious Victory; aw
ther that he muft die before he has married his Daughte
or fettled and provided for his Children; a third. fees
only troubled that he muft lofe the Society of his below
Wife ; afourth, the Converfation of his Son, as the pri
cipal Conceéins of his Being.  For my Part, Tam, thab
be to God, at this Inflant, in {uch a Condition, that I s
ready to diflodge, whenever it fhall pleafe him, withe
any Manner of Regret. I difingage myfelf throughot
from all worldly Relations, my Leave is foon taken ofdl
but myfelf.  Never did any one prepare to bid Adieut
the World more abfolutely and purely, and to thake Hanm
with all Manner of Intereit in ity than I expeét to do. T
deadeft Deaths are the beft,

mifery O mifer (aiunt ) omnia ademit

Una dies infefla mibi tot premia vite + 3
Wretch that T am (they cry) one fatal Day
So:many Joys of Life has fnatch’d away.

And the Builder,
——manent (dit il) Gpera interrupta, MmNz que
Mauraorum ingentes, @quataqus macking Cel 1.
Stupendious Piles (fays he) neglected lye,
And Tow’rs, whofe Pinnacles do pierce the Sky.

¥ Ir . e ' 2 7 >ra o i
tdor. 4. 2. Ode 16, + Lucres. ] e ff.f,r:g. Lneid. L4
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To fiudy. Philofophy is.to learn to die. 85

A Man muft defign nothing that will require {o-much
Time to the finifhing, or at leaft withno fuch paifionate
Defire to fee it brought to Perfedtion. We are born to
Acétion.

Cum moriar, medium folvar & inter opus -

When Death fhall come, he me will doubtlefs find
Doing of fomething that I 'had defign’d.

I would always have a Man to be doing, and as much as
in him lyes, to extend and {pin out the Offices of Life; and
then let Death take me planting Cabbages, but without
any careful Thought of him, and much lefs of my Gar-
den’s not being finifhed. I faw one die, who at his laft
Gafp feem’d to be concerned at nothing fo much, as that
Deftiny was about to cut the Thread of a Chronicle Hi-
ftory ‘he was then compiling, when he was gone no far-
ther than the fifteenth or fixteenth of our Kings,

Illud in bis rebus non addunt, nec tibi earum
Fam defiderium rerum, fuperinfidet una .

They tell us not, that dying we've no more
The {fame Defires and Thoughts that heretofore.

We are to difcharge ourfelves from thefe vulgarand hurt.
ful Humours and Concerns. To this Purpofe it was, that
Men firft appointed the Places of Sepulture, and Dormi-
tories of the Dead, near adjoining to the Churches, and
in the moft frequent Places of theCity, toaccuftom (fays
Lycurgus) ‘the common People, Women, and Children,
that they fhould not be ftartled at the Sight of a dead
Corps; and to the End, that the continual Objets of
Bones, Graves, Monuments, and Funeral Obfequies, fhould
put us in Mind of our frail Condition.
Quinetiam exhilorare viris convivia cede
Mos olim, €5 mifcere epulis [peitacula dira
Certatum ferro, fepe &5 fuper ipfa cm:’gm;m
Pocula, refperfis non parco janguine menfss I
*Twas therefore that the Ancients at their Feafts
With tragick Objeéts us'd to treat their Guells,

* Owid, Awor. bib. 2, E{'gg. 10. '1‘ Lucret. l 3o
L Silus Italicus, I w1,
e 4
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Making their Fencers with their utmoft Spite;

Skill, Force, and Fary, in their Prefence fight,
“Till Streams of Blood of thofe at laft muft fafl,
Dafh’d o'er their Tables, Difhes, Cups, and all.

AndastheEgyptians after their Feafls were wont to prefe

the Company with a great Image of Deazh, by one thi

cried out to them, Driuk and be merry, for fuch fbalt thuh

when thou art dead; fo it is my Cuftom to have Death m

only in my Imagination, but.continually in my Mouth;

neitheris there any Thing of which{ am fo inquifitive,ant

delight to inform my{elf, as.the Manner-of Men's Deatl
their Words, Looks, and Geftares; nor any Places in Hi

ftory I am {o intent upon ; and it is manifelt enough, by
my crowding in Examples of this Kind; that I haveapn

ticular Fancy for that Subje&. 1f I werea Writer of Booky

I would compile a Regifter, with the Comment of the var
ous Deaths of Men, and it could not but be tfeful, forwis
fhould teach Men to die; would at the fame Time teid
them to live.  Dicearchys thade one,  to whicl he oai
thatTitle ; but it was defigned for another; and-lefs profit-
ble End. - Peradventure fome one may. objet, and fay
that the Pain and Terrorof Dying indeed does {o infinitelf
exceed all Manner of Imagination,that the beft Fencer wil
be quite out of his Play when it comes to the Pafh : But
let them fay what they will,” to premeditate is doubtlefsa
very great Advantage ; and befides, is it nothing to comefo
far, at leaft, without any vifible Difturbance or Alteration!
But moreover, Nature herfelf does affitt and encourage us.
If the Death be fudden and violent, we have not Leifureto
fear; if otherwife, I find, that as I engage farther in My
Difeafe, I naturally enter into a certain Loathing and Dif:
dain of Life. I find I have much more ado to digeft this
Refolution of Dying when I am well in Health, thanwhen
fick, languifhing of a Fever ; and by how much I have lefs
to do with the Commodities of Life; by Reafon I even be:
gin to lofe the Ufe and Pleafure of them, by fo much
Jook upon Death ‘with lefs ‘Terror and Amazement ; which
makes.me hope, -that the. farther I remove from the firlly
and the nearer T apprcnc‘ to the latter, I fhall fooner
ftrike a Bargain, and with 165U nvillingnefs exchange the
one for the other. And, as I have -xperimented in othet
Ogcurrences/
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Occurrences, that, as Cefar fays, Things often appear
greater to us at a Diftance than near at Hand, I have
found, that being well, I have had Difeafes in much
greater Horror than when really afflifted with them. The
Vigour wherein I now am, and the Jollity and - Delight
wherein I now live, make the contrary Eftate appear in
fo great a Difproportion to my prefent Condition, that by
Imagination I magnify and make thofe Inconveniencies
twice greater than they are, and apprehend them to be

g

G0 fludy Philofophy is to learn 1o «

much more troublefom than I find them really to be, when'

they lye the moft heavy upon me, and I hope to find Death
the fame. Let us but obfetve in the ordinary Changes
and Declinations our Conftitutions daily fuffer ; how Na-
ture deprives us of all Sight and Senfe of our bodily De=
cay. What remaiis to an old Man of the Vigour of his
Youth and betwer Days ?

Heu [enibus witew porti quanta manet * 2

Alas! To Men of youthful Heat bereft,
How Tmall a Pertion of Life is left ?

Cazfar, to an old Weather-beaten Seldier of -his Gaards,
who :came to afk him Leave that he might kill himfelf,
taking Notice of his wither’d Body and decrepid Motion,
pleafantly anfwered, Thou fanciefl then that thou art yet a-
ke, Should a Man fall into the Aches and Impotencies of
Age, from a fprightly and vigorous Youth on the Sudden, I
do not think Humanity capable of enduring fucha Change :
But Nature leading us by the Hand, an eafy, and as it were
aninfenfible Pace, Step by Step, condudls us to that mifera-
ble Condition, and by that Means makes it familiar to s,
fo that we perceive not, ner are fenfible of the Stroke then,
when our Youth dies in us, theugh it be really a harder
Death, than the final Diffolution of a languifhing Body,
which"is only the Death of old Age, . forafmuch as the
Fall is not o great from an uneafly Being to none at all,
as 1t 1s from a fpritely and florid Being to one that is un-
weildy and painfal. “The Body, when bowed beyond it’s
natural Spring of Strenigth, hus lefs Force either to rife
with, ‘or fupport a Burthen; and it is with the'Soul the
fame, and therefore it is that we are to raife her up firm

T

i = T G g =
Corn. Gall, vel Potius ﬂ.-a.x;m;an _t-,itig. - 8
and
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and erect againft the Power of this Adverfary : For, a
1s impoffible the fhould ever be at Reft, or at Peace with
in herfelf, whilft the ftands in Fear of jt 3 {o if fhe ong
can affure herfelf, the may boaft (which is a Thing a5y
were above human Condition) that it is impoffible thi
Difquiet, Anxiety, or Fear, or any other Difturbang
{hould inhabit, or have any Place in her,

Non wultus inflantis tyrannt

Mente quatit Jfolida : neque Aufler

Dux inguieti turbidus Adr iz,

Nec fulminantis magna Fovis manus *.

A Soul well fettled is not to be thook

With an incenfed Tyrant’s threatning Look ;

Nor can loud Aufler once that Heart di(may,

The ruffling Prince of ftormy Adria ;

Nor yet th’uplifted Hand of mighty Fowve,

Though charg’d with Thunder, {uch a Temper move,
She is then become Sovereign of all her Lufts and Paflion
Miftrefs of Neceflity, Shame, P wverty, and all the othe
Injuries of Fortune. Let us therefore, as many of wsa
can, get this Advantage, which is the true and {overeig
Liberty here on Earth, and that fortifies us wherewith!
1o defy Violence and Injuftice, and to contemn Prifos
and Chains.

e i1t Manicis &5
Compedibus, fezvo te Sub caflode teneks.
dpfe Deus, Semul atque wolam, wie folvet, gpinor
Hoc fentit, moriar : Movs altima linea rerum e +.
With rugged Chains 1’11 load thy Hands and Feet,
- And to a furly Keeper thee commit.
{ « Why let him thow his worlt of Cruelty,

God will, I think, for alking, fer me free ;

Ay, but he thinks I’ll die ; that Comfort brings,

For Death’s the utmoft Line of human Things.

The Contempt of Our very Religion itfelf has no fure :
: I v [ r L -

human Foundation than the Contempt of
Death,  Not only the Argument of Res-
fon invites us to'it; for why fhould we feat
to lofe a Thing, which being loft, e

* Horat. 1.3.'Ode 5.+ Bbid. . 1. Epif. 16.
never

Death, a cer-
tain Foundation
T
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tever be miffed or lamented ; but alfo feeing that we are
threatned by fo many Sorts of Deaths, is it not infinitely
worle eternally to fear them all, than once to undergo one
of them? And what matter is it when it fhall happen,
fince it is once inevitable ! To him that told Socrates, The
'ﬂu'r{y Tyrants hath_fentenced thee to Death 3 and Nature them,
faid he, What a ridiculous Thing it isto trouble and
affliét ourfelves about taking the only Step that is to deli»
ver us from all Mifery-and Trouble? Asour Birth brought
us the Birth of all Things, fo, in our Death, is the Dea th
of all Things included. ~And therefore to lament and take
on that we fhall not' be alive a hundred Years hence, is
the fame Folly as to be forry we were not alive a hundred
Years ago. Death s the Beginning of another Life. Sa
did we weep, and fo much it coft us to enter into this, and
fo did-we put off our former Veil in entring into it, No-
thing can be grievous that is but once, and is it reafona-
ble"i long to fear a Thing, that will {o foon bedifpatch’d ?
Long Life and fhort are by Death made all one; for
there is no long nor fhort to Things that are no moreg
drifiotle_tells us, that there are certain Litle Beafts upon
the Banks of the River Hypanis, that never live above a
Day:: They which die at eight of the Clock in the Morn«
ing, die in their Youth, and thofe that die at five in the

vening, in their extremeft Age: Which of us would
not laugh to fee this Moment of Continuance put into the
Confideration of Weal or Woe? The moft, and the feaft
of ours, in Comparifon of Eternity, “or yet to the Dura-
uon:of Mountamns, Rivers, Stars, Trees; and even of
fome Animals, is no lefs ridicalous.  But Nature compels
USto ity Go out of this World, fays fbe; as you entered inty
i3 the fame Pafs you made from Death to Life, awithout
Pafion. op Fear, the jame, after the fame Manner, repeat
Jrom Life 1o Death. “Your Death is a Part of the Order
of the Univerfe, *tis a Part of the Life of the World.

w—— Inter [¢ mortales mutua Divunt,
£t quafi curfores vite lampada tradunt *,

* Lucret, 1 3.

+ YOE. T, ' H  Morels
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Mortals among themfielves by Turns do live,
And Life’s bright Torch to the next Runner give *,
*Tis the Condition of your Creation; Death is a Pat
of you, and whilft you endeavour to evade it, you avo
yourfelves, 'This very Being of yours, that you nowe
i joy, is equally divided betwixt Life and Death, Tk
Day of your Birth is one Day’s Advance towards t
Grave.
Prima, quee witam dedit, bora carpfitt.
The Hour that gave of Life the Benefit,
Did alfo a whele Hour fhorten it.
Nafcentes morimur, finifque ab origine pendet §.
As we are born, we die, and our Life’s End
Upon our Life’s Beginning does depend.
All the whole Time you live, you purloin from Life,
tive at the Expence of Life itfelf; the perpetual Worki
our whole Life is but to lay the Foundation of Death; ®
are i Death whilft you live, becaufe you fill are aft
Death, when you are no more alive. Or if you had#
j ¢her have itfo, you aredead after Life, but dying all
' while you live ; and Death handles the Dying more rudi
than ‘the Dead: If yon have made your Profit of Li}
you have had enough of it, go your Way fatisfied.
Cur non uf plenus vite conviva recedis ||. T
Why fhould’t thou not go, likea full gorg’d Guelly
Sated with Life, as he is with a Feaft?
if you have not known how to make the beft Ufeofi
and if it was unprofitable to you, what need you caret
lofe it ; to what End would you defire longer to keepit

[ DR e T S
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cur amplins addere quzris (omne ) Eq
Rurfum quod pereat male & ingratum occidat § 2 be,
And why renew thy Time, to what Intent, Tt
Live o’eragain a Life that was ill fpent? fra
n

Life in itfelf is neither good nor evil, it is the Scened W
good or evil, as you make it; and if you have livedis.
——

! ¥ Alluding to the Athenian Games, wherein thofe thatt
a Race carried Torches in their Hands ; and the Race being it =~
delizvsred them into the Hands of thofe that avere to runmexty ==
-+ Semec. Her, fur, chor, 3. T Manil, AR 4 2 04
EpLierer, . 3. §tbid, g8 K
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Day you have feen all; one Day is equal and like to all
other Days; there is no other Light, no other Shade, this
alal  very Sun, this Moon; thefe very Stars, this very Order,
avifs and Revolution of Things is the fame your Anceftors en-
werl joyed, and that fhall alfo entertain your Pofterity.

Tk Non alium widere patres, aliumue nepates
ds th Afpicient *. :

Your Grandfires faw no other Things of old,

g Nor fhall yout Nephews other Things behold.

And come the worft that can come, the Diftribution and
Variety of all the A&s of my Comedy is performed in a
Year. If you have obferved the Revolution of the four
Seafons, they comprehend the Infancy, Youth, Virility,
and old Age of the Woorld, The Year has play’d his Part,
gl and knows no other Way, ‘has no new Farce but muft be-
%k J 8" and repeat the fame again ; it will always be the

: fame Thing, - - ,
;’a}::' Verfamur ibidem, atque infiimus aufgue +.
s Where ftill we plot, and ftill contrive: in-vain ;
all ik Por'in the fame State fill we do remains
rud] Atgae in fe fua per wvefigia wolvitur Annus .

E H g t 5 L] - -

I " By 1t's own Foot-fteps led, the Year dgth bring
Both Ends together in an annual Ring,

Time is not refolved to create you any new Recreations.

sef Nam tibi preterea quod machiner, inveniamgue
: - Quod ‘place? nikil o5 eadem funt omnia femper ||.
rof More Pleafures than are made Time will not frame,

:af:‘i:“ For to all T'imes all Things {hall be the fame.
Gt Give Place to others, as others have given Place to you,
Eq_ual_l_ty 15 the Soul of Equity. Who can complain of

Ing comprehended in the fame Deitiny- wherein all
Ings are involved ? Befides, live as long as you can, you
i3l by that nothing thorten the Space you areto lye dead
senedl 10 the Grave 5 *tis a1l to no Purpofe ;. you fhall be every

iveddf. " 110 3s long: in“the Condition you fo much fear, adif
— Jowhag digd at Nurfe: :

E’“j;': o licet quot vis wivends Dincere Jecla,
{fxfl , ¥ Mar; arernatamen, mibt lominar-ity mowebir §.

o e S Lucrer. el Wani) %t Lucrer. /. 3. *% Viro. Gébro. 1 2.
o R ; . Wl Eke #r 5+ S is g+ {-n'g-
i D‘Fﬁ bucret, |, 3. § Lid, H2 And
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And live as many Ages as you will, .
Death ne’erthelefs fhall be eternal fill.
And yet T will place you in fuch a Condition as youls
have no Reafon to be difpleafed ;
In wera nefeis nullum fore morte alium te
Qui poffit vivas tibi te lugere peremptun:.
Stanfque jacentem *.
When dead, a living Self thou canft not have,
Or to lament, or trample on thy Grave.
Nor fhall you fo much as with for the Life you are ot
cerned about,
Nec fibi enim quifguam tum fe witamque requiril,
Nec defiderium noflyi nos afficit ullum+t.
Life, norourfelves we with in that Eftate,
Nor Thoughts of what we were at firft creat
Death were lefs to be feared than Nothing, if#
could be any Thing lefs than Nething.
— multo mortem minus ad nos ¢ffe putandum,
Si minus effe poteft quam quod nibil effe videmuil,
If lefs-than Nothing any Thing can fhow,
Death then would both appear, and would be fo
Neither can it any Way concern you, whether youa®
ing or dead ; Living, by Reafon that youare ftill in B2
Dead becaufe you are no more. Moreover, no 00¢
before his Hour; and the Time you leave behind #
more yours, than that was lapfed and gone before yoi®
into the World 3 nor does it any more concern you.
Refpice enim quam nil ad nos antealia vetufiai
Temporis ceterni fuerit |.
Look back, and tho’ Times paft eternal weré, |
In thofe before us, yet we had no Share,
Wherever your Life ends, it isall there ; neither®
the Utility of Living confift in the Length of Da!
in the well hufbanding and improving ot Time, and
as one may have been, who has longer continued ¥
World, than the ordinary Age of Man; that has

R
* Lucrets 1, 30+ Bidem. 1. Toidem, | Hide,
3 . L
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lived but a little while. Make Ufe of Time while it is
prefent with you. - It depends upon -your Will, and not
upon the Number of Days, to have a {ufficient Length of . *
Life. - Is it poflible you can ever imagine to arrive at the

Ul Place towards which you are continually going ? and yet
there is no Journey but hath it’s End: - But if Company
will make it more pleafant, or more eafy to you, does not
all the World go the felf fame Way ?

. omnia te vita perfunila fequentur™.

e, When thou art dead, let this thy Comfort be,

" "That all the World, by turn, muft follow thee.

efo  Does not all the World dance the fame Brawl that you do ?

Is there any Thing that does not grow old as well as you?

f A thoufand Men, a thoufand Animals, and a thoufand
other Creatures die at the fame Moment that you expire.

Nam nox nulla diem, neque nollem aurora fecuta eff,
ate. Quez non_audierit miflos wagitibus wgris
if t Ploratys, mortis comites, & funeris atri +. :
No Night fucceeds the:Day, nor Morning’s Light
Rifes, to chafe the fullen Shades of Night;
it Wherein there is not heard the difmal Groans
Of dying Men mix’d with the woful Moans
k> Of living Friends, as alfo with the Cries
' a;l‘ And Dirges fitting Fun’ral Ob{equies,
': gt Towhat End fhould you endeavour to avoid, unlefs there
ok Were a Poffibility to evade it ? You have feen Examples
dyi cnough of thofe who have received fo great a Benefit by
ot Dying, as thereby to be manifeftly delivered from infallible .
~ Miferies; but have you talked with any of thofe who feared
a Difadvantage by it? It muft therefore needs be very
foolifh to condemn a Thing you neither experimented in
your own Perfon, nor by that of any other. Why (fays
26 & Natyre) doft thou complain of me and Deftiny ! Do we
- do thet.: any Wrong ? Is it for thee to govern us, or for
theté. US to difpofe of thee ? Though peradventure thy Age may
Jayst Dot be accomplifhed, yet thy Life is. A Man of low
andlt Stature is as much a Man as a Giant; neither Men nor
ed i1’ Ehcu- Lives are meafured by the Ell. Chiron refufed to be
t it Immortal, when he was acquainted with the Conditiotis

il X * Lﬂffﬂ‘o Jr 3- -i- Ibfd' 1'2' i :
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under which he was to enjoy it, by the God of Tise}
{elf, and it's Duration, his Father Safwr2. Do but feriom
confider how much more infupportable an immortal a
painful Life would be to Man than what T have alrealy
defigned him. If you had not Death to eafe you of yu
Pains and Cares, you would eternally cur{e me for haviy
deprived you of the Benefit of Dying. I have, tistn
mixt a little Bitternefs to it, to the End, that feeinpd
what Conveniency and Ufe it is, you might not i
greedily and indifcreetly feek and embrace it: And
you might be o eftablithed in this Moderatien, as neitl
to naufeate Life, nor have any Antipathy for dying, whidi
have decreed you fhall once do, I have tempered the o
and the other betwixt Pleafure and Pain; and *twas L
firft taught T2als, the moft eminent of all your. Sag
thit to live and to die were indifferent ;- which madeks
very widely anfwer him who afked him, Why then didk
not die ! Becaufe (fays he) i is indifferent.  The Flemt
of Water, -Earth, Fire, and Air, and the other Parts¢
this Création of thine, are no more the Inftrumentt
thy Life than they are of thy Death. Why doft ths
fear thy lait Day, it contributes no more to thy Diffolut
than every one of the reft? The laft Step is not the Ci
of Laffitude, it does but confefs it. Every Day traf
towards Death, the laft only arrives atit. Thefe areth
good Leflons our Mother Nature teaches., - | have ofie’
confidered with myfelf whence it fhould proceed, thatl
War, the Image of Death, whether we look upon jt &k
our own particular Danger, or that of another, fhos
without Comparifon appear lefs dreadful than at Home,!
our own Houfes, (for if it were not fo, it would be #
Army of whining Milk-fops) and that being ftill iné
Places the {ame, there fhould be notwithftanding mu
more Aflurance in Peafants and the meaner Sort of Peop
than others of better Quality and Education ; and 1
verily believe, that it is thofe terrible Ceremonies and it
parations wherewith we fet it out, that more tersify &
than the Thing itfelf; a new quite contrary Way ¢
Living, the Cries.of Mothers, Wives, and Children, t
Vifits of aftonifhed and afflicted Friends, the Attendanct?
pale and blubbered Servants, a dark Room fet round wid
burning Tapers, our Beds environed with Phyficians &

; A : Divingti
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. Divines; in fine, nothing but Ghoftlinefs and Horror
melk " ound about us, render it fo formidable, that a Man almeft
o8 ‘fancies himfelf dead and buried already. Children are
Bt afraid even of thofe they love beft, and are beft acquainted
tireal with, when difguifed in a Vizor, and fo are we; the
b Vizor muft be removed as well from Things as Perfons ;
BV which being taken away, we fhall find nothing underneath
b but the very fame Death that a mean Servant, or a poor
MG Chamber-maid died a Day or two ago, without any man-
e ner of Apprehenfion or Concern. Happy therefore is the
nd Death that deprives us of the Leifure to prepare Things
neile requifite for this unneceffary Pomp, a Pomp that only ren-
vhid ders that more terrible, which ought not to be feared, and
tsh;if that no Man upon Earth can poflibly avoid.
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nl CHAP XX

%]ﬁ , Of the Force of Imagination.

:{hcf_ FOHE: Imaginatio generat cafum, A [firong Ina- A

‘?“‘E gination begets Accident, {fay the School- S ;T,w .
Eﬂ.‘-f. . men. Iam one of thofe who are moft {fenfible i
thi of the Power of Imagination: Every one is juftled, but
itt:.:ﬁ fome are overthrown by it. It has avery great Impreflion

ol upon me ; and I make it my Bufinefs to avoid wanting
0 Force to refift it. I could live by the fole Help of health-
";m:- ful and jolly Company. The very Sight of another’s Pain
¢ does materially work upon me, and I naturally ufurp the

lﬁ Senfe of a thixd Perfon to fhare with him in his Torment.
Soank A perpetual Cough in another tickles my Lungs and
-de“ﬂ hroat, I more unwillingly vifit the Sick Ilove, and am
i by Duty interefted to look after, than thofe I care not for,
»1'1‘ o 2nd from whom I have no Expe@ation. I take Poffeflion
W8 of the Difeafe I am concerned at, and lay it too much to

f:yﬂg'- Heart, and do not a¢ all wonder that Fancy fhould diftri-
L bute Fevers, and fometimes kill fuch as allow too much

el e s :

o il Scope, and are too willing to entertain it. Simon Thomas
dwi Wa : 5 .

s il s 3 great Phyfician of his Time: Iremember, that hap-

H 4 pening

pineti
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