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Of the Force of Imagination. 05

. Divines; in fine, nothing but Ghoftlinefs and Horror
melk " ound about us, render it fo formidable, that a Man almeft
o8 ‘fancies himfelf dead and buried already. Children are
Bt afraid even of thofe they love beft, and are beft acquainted
tireal with, when difguifed in a Vizor, and fo are we; the
b Vizor muft be removed as well from Things as Perfons ;
BV which being taken away, we fhall find nothing underneath
b but the very fame Death that a mean Servant, or a poor
MG Chamber-maid died a Day or two ago, without any man-
e ner of Apprehenfion or Concern. Happy therefore is the
nd Death that deprives us of the Leifure to prepare Things
neile requifite for this unneceffary Pomp, a Pomp that only ren-
vhid ders that more terrible, which ought not to be feared, and
tsh;if that no Man upon Earth can poflibly avoid.
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%]ﬁ , Of the Force of Imagination.

:{hcf_ FOHE: Imaginatio generat cafum, A [firong Ina- A

‘?“‘E gination begets Accident, {fay the School- S ;T,w .
Eﬂ.‘-f. . men. Iam one of thofe who are moft {fenfible i
thi of the Power of Imagination: Every one is juftled, but
itt:.:ﬁ fome are overthrown by it. It has avery great Impreflion

ol upon me ; and I make it my Bufinefs to avoid wanting
0 Force to refift it. I could live by the fole Help of health-
";m:- ful and jolly Company. The very Sight of another’s Pain
¢ does materially work upon me, and I naturally ufurp the

lﬁ Senfe of a thixd Perfon to fhare with him in his Torment.
Soank A perpetual Cough in another tickles my Lungs and
-de“ﬂ hroat, I more unwillingly vifit the Sick Ilove, and am
i by Duty interefted to look after, than thofe I care not for,
»1'1‘ o 2nd from whom I have no Expe@ation. I take Poffeflion
W8 of the Difeafe I am concerned at, and lay it too much to

f:yﬂg'- Heart, and do not a¢ all wonder that Fancy fhould diftri-
L bute Fevers, and fometimes kill fuch as allow too much

el e s :

o il Scope, and are too willing to entertain it. Simon Thomas
dwi Wa : 5 .

s il s 3 great Phyfician of his Time: Iremember, that hap-
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96 MonTAIGNE’s Effays,

1Ff:ning one Day at Thoulouze, to meet him at arich of
fellow’s Houfe, who was troubled with bad Lung
and difcourfing with his Patient about the Method of ki
Cure, he told him, that one Thing which would be vey
conducing to it, was, to give me fuch Occafion, to
pleafed with hisCompany, that I might come often to
him, by which Means, and by fixing his Eyes upon tk
Frefhnels of my Complexion, and his Imagination up
the Sprightlinefs and Vigour that glowed in my Youth,ani
poflefling all his Senfes with the flourithing Age whereh
1 then was, his Habit of Body might, peradventure, it
amended, but he forgot to {ay, that mine at the fame Timt
might be made worfe. Gallus Vibus o long cudgelled b
Brains to find out the Effence and Motions of Folly, "tillly
Inquifition, in the End, he went direétly out of his Wis
and to fuch a Degree, that he could never after recover i
Judgment ; and he might brag, that he was become 2 Foj
by too much Wifdom. Some there are, who through Fez,
prevent the Hangman; like him, whofe Eyes being ut
bound, to have his Pardon read to him, was found ftark
dead upon the Scaffold, by the Stroke of Imagination
We ftart, tremble, turn pale, and bluf
as we are varioufly moved by Imagin
tion ; and being a-bed, feel our Bodiy
agitated with it’s Power, to that Degres
as even fometimes to expire.  And boiling Youth wher
faft afleep, grows fo warm with Fancy, asin a Dreamt
fatisfy amorous Defires,

Dmagination oe-
cafisns Difeafes
and Death,

Ut quafi tranfactis feepe omnibus rebus, profundant
Fluminis ingentes fluctus veflemgue cruentent *,

Who ﬂ_ncies gulling Lies, hisenflam’d Mind
Lays his Love’s Tribute there, where not defign'd,

Although itbe nonewThing to feeForns grown in a Night
on-the Forehead ‘of one that had none' when he went 1
Bed ; notwithftanding what befel Cypras, a noble Romay,
is very memorable ; who having one Day been a very de
lighted Spe&tator of a Bull-baiting, and having all the Night
dreamt that he had Horns on his Head, did, by the Force of

il

* Lucret, 1, 4.
: Imagination
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h ool Imagination, really caufe them to grow there. Paflion
g made the Son of Crafis to fpeak who was born dumb, by
of hi that Means fupplying him with fo neceflary a Facalty,
& ven which Natuare had denied him. And Antiochus fell into a
to ke Fever, inflam’d with the Beauty of Stratoniffa, too deeply
to fi imprinted in his Soul. Pliny pretends to have feen Lucius
m the Croffitius, who from a Woman was turned into a Man
upor upon her very Wedding-Day. Pontanus and others report
h,an" the like Metamorphofes that in thefe later Days have hap-
retel pened in Faly, and through the vehement Defire of him
ek and his Mother.
Tine Vota puer folvit, que femina voverat Iphis ®.
Eﬁtﬁ Iphis, a Boy, the Vow defray’d ;
.Wiﬂf That he had promis’d when a Maid. '
er hi Myfelf pafling by Zitryle Francois,a Town in Champagne,
1 Fod faw a Man, the Bifhop of Soiffens had in Confirmation,
Fea, calld German, whom all the Inhabitants of the Place had-
g known tobe a Girl ’till two and twenty Years of Age, call’d
flark Mary. He was at the Time of my being there very full of
ation, Beard, old and not married, who told us, that by ftrain-
bluf, ing himfelf in a Leap, his Male Inftruments came out;
\gin and the Maidsofthat Place have toithis Day aSong, where-
Jodit in they advife one another not to take too great Strides,
aqrth for fear of being turned into Men, as Mary German was.
whet It is no Wender if this Sort of Accident frequently happen ;
ami for if Imagination have any Power in {uch Things, it is fo

continually and vigoroufly bent upon this Subject, thatto
the End it may not {o often relapfe into the fame Thought
and Violence of Defire, it were better once for all to give

thefe young Wenches the Things they long for. Some

fick not to attribute the Scars of King Dagobert and St.
od, Francis, to the Force of Imagination ; and itis faid, that

by it Bodies will fometimes te removed from their Places ;
Night and Celfus tells us of a Prieft whofe Soul would be ravithed
nt to into {fuch an Ecfiafy, that the Body would, for a long Time,
sy remain without Senfe or Refpiration. St. dugafiine makes
y.de Mention of another, who, upon the hearing of any lament-
Jigh; able ordoleful Cries,would prefently fall into a Swoon, and
ceo
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be fo far out'of himfelf, that it wasin vain to-call, hollog
in his Ears, pinch, or burn him; ’till he voluntarily came
to himfelf ; and then he would fay, that he had heard Voics
as it ‘were afar off, and did feel when they pinch’d an
burn’d him : And to prove that this was no obitinate Difi
mulation in Defiance of his Senfe of Feeling, it was:mani:
feft, that all the while he had neither Pulfe nor Breathing,
*T'is very probable, that Vifions, Enchantments, that allex.
traordinary Effe@ts of that Nature, derive their Credit prin
cipally from the Power of Imagination, working and mak
ing it’s chiefeft Impreflion upon vulgar and more eafy Souls
whofe Belief s {o firangely impofed upon, as to think they
{ee what they do not. I am not fatisfied, and make avery
great Queftion, . whether thofe pleafant Ligatures with
which this Age of outs is {o fetter'd, and there isalmoftno
other Talk; are not mere voluntary Impreflions of Appre.
benfion and Fear; for I know by Experience, in the Calt
of a particular Friend of mine, one for whom I can be &
refponfible as for myfelf, and a Man that cannot poffibly fal
under any Manner of Sufpicion of Infufficiency, anda
little of beirg enchanted, who having heard a Companion
of his make a Relation of unufual Frigidity that furprizd
him ata very unfeafonable Time, being afterwards himfelf
engag’d upon the fame Account; the Horror of the former
Story on a fudden fo firangely pofiefs'd his Imagination that
he ran the fame Fortune the other had done ; and from that
Time forward (the fcurvy Remembrance of his Difafter
running in his Mind, and tyrannizing over him) was ex
tremely {ubjett to relapfe into the fame Misfortune. He
found fome Remedy, however, for this Inconvenience, by
himfelf frankly confefling, and declaring before-hand to the
Party with whom he was to have to do, the Subjeétion he
lay under, and the Infirmity he was fubje to, by which
Means the Contention of his Soul was in fome {ort appeas'd;
and knowing that now fome fuch Mifbehaviour was ex-
petied from him, the Reftraint upon thofe Faculties grew
Yefs, and he lefsfuffer’d by it, and afterwards, at fuch Times
2s he could be in no fuch Apprehenfion, asnot being about
2ny fuch A& (his Thoughts being then difengag’d and free,
and his Body being in it’s true and natural Eftate) by caufing
thofe Parts to be handled and communicated to the Know:

Yedge of others, he was at lafttotally freed from that vexa-
1 tious
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Of 1be Forte of Imagination. 99

tious Infirmity.  After a Man has once done a2 Woman
right, he is never after in Danger of mifbehaving him{elf
with that Perfon, unlefs upon the Account of a manifeft and
inéxcufable Weaknefs. Neither is this Difafterto be fear’d,
but in Adventures’vere the Soul is over-extended with De-
fire or Refpeét, and efpecially where we meet with an un-
expected Opportunity that requires a fudden and quick Dif~
patch ; and in thofe Cafes, there is no poflible Means for a
Man always to defend himfelf from fuch a Surprize as thall
put him damnably out of Countenance. And yet I have
known fome, who have fecured themfelves from this Mif-
chance by coming half fated ellewhere, purpofely to abate
the Ardour of their Fury ; and others, who by being grown
old,find themfelves lefs impotent by being lefsable; and par-
ticularly one, who found an Advantage by being aﬂ'urej’ by
a Friend of his, that had a Countercharm againft certain
Enchantments that would defend him from this Difgrace.
The Story itfelf is not much amifs, and therefore you fhall
have it. ‘A Count of a very great Family, and with whom
I had the Honour to be very familiarly intimate, being mar-
ried to a very fair Lady, who had formerly been pretend-
ed to,and importunately courted by one who was invited to
and prefent at the Wedding : All his Friends were in
very great Fear, but efpecially an old Lady his Kinfwoman,
who had the ordering of the Solemnity, and in whofe
Houfe itwas kept, fufpecting his Rival would, in Revenge,
offer foul Play, and procure fome of thefe kind of Sorceries
to put a2 Trick upon him ; which Fear fhe alfo communi-
cated to me, who, to comfort her, bad her not trouble
herfelf, but rely upon my Care to prevent or fruftrate any
fuch Defigns. Now I had by Chance about me a certain
ﬁs_Lt Plate of Gold, whereon were graven fomé Ceeleftial
Figures, good to prevent Frenzy occafioned by the Heat of
the Sun, or for any Pains of the Head, being applied to the
Sutwre; where, that it might the better remain firm, it
was fowed to a Ribbon, to be ty’d under the Chin. A Fop-
pery Coufin-German to this of which I am fpeaking, was
by Fagues Pelitier, who lived in my Houfe, prefented tg
me for a fingular Rarity, and a Thing of fovereign Vir-
tue.' I had a Fancy to make fome Ufe of this Knack, and
therefore privately told the Count, that he might poffibly
run the fame Fortune other Bridegrooms had fometimes
dene;
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done ; efpecially fome Perfons ‘being in the Houfe, whe
no doubt would be glad to do him fuch a Courtefy,, but
let him boldly go to Bed, for I-woulddo him the Office of
a Friend, and if Need were, would not {pare a Miracle
that it was in my Power to do, provided he would engage
te me, upon his Honour, to-keep it to himfelf, and only,
when they came to bring him his Caudle, if Matters had
g not gone well with him, to give me
';f?f{? e '}” F};’\;’l;&_ fuchga Sign, and leave the reft to me,
S e A% NG hie- B his Fars £ batter’d, and
e Gavgls on his Mind fo prepoflefs'd with the eter-
ioe Niddle of the S 1 Ginoke-thi hen
Nivht, on bis Wed- nal Tattle C:.f this }.3“ inefs, that whe
dinw-Nioke he came to't he did really find him-
e felf tired with the Trouble of his I
magination,and accordingly at the Time appointed gave me
the Sign : Whereupon I whifper’d him in the Ear, Thathe
fhould rife under Pretence of putting us out of the Room,

_ and after a jefling Manner pull my Night-gown from my

Shoulders, throw it over his own, and there keep it ‘il
he had performed what I had appointed him to do, which
was, that when we were all gone out of the Chamber he
fhould withdraw to make Water, fhould three T'imes repeat
fuch and {uch Words, and as oftendo fuch and fuch Ac-
tions : Thhat at every of the three Times he fhould tie the
Ribband I put into his Hand about hisMiddle, and be fure
to place the Medal that was faftned to it (the Figuresinfuch
a Polture) exactly upon his Reins, which being done, and
having the laft of the three Times fo well girt and faft tied
the Ribband that it could neither untie nor {lip from it's
Place, let him confidently return to his Bufinefs, and withal
not to forget to {pread my Gown upon the Bed, fo that it
might be fure to cover them both. Thefe ridiculous Cir-
cumitances are the main of the Effe@, our Fancy being fo
far feduced, a5 to believe, that fo ftrange and uncouth For-
malities muft of Necefiity proceed from fome abftrufe Sci-
ence. ‘There Inanity gives them Reverence and Weight.
However, certain it is, that my Figures approved them-
felves more Venerean than Solar, and the fair Bride had no
Reafon to complain. Now I cannot forbear to tell you, it
was a fudden Whimfey, mixed with a little Curiofity, that
made me do a Thing fo contrary to my Nature ; for I am
an Enemy to all fubtle and counterfeit A&tions, and abomi- ;

naie
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Of the Force of Imagination. 101

nate-all Manner of Fraud, though it be but for Sport; for
though the A&ion may not be wicked in itfelf, yet "tisdone
aftera wicked Manner, Amafis, King of ~Zgypt, married
Laodicea; a marvelous beautiful Gree# Virgin, who, though
famousfor his Abilities el{fewhere, found himfelf quite ano-
ther Man with his Wife, and could by no Means enjoy her 3
at which he was fo enrag’d, that hethreatened to kill her,
fufpefting her to be a Witch, As "tis ufvally in ‘Things
that confift in Fancy, fhe put him upon Devotion, who hav-
ing accordingly made hisVows to #enus, he found him-
felf divinely refiored the very firft Night after his Oblati-
ons and Sacrifices, Now in plain-Truth, Women are to
blame, to entertainus with that difdainful, coy, and angry
Countenance they commonly do, which extinguifhes our

" Vigour, as it kindles our Defire ; which made the Daugh-

ter-in-law of Pythagoras to {ay, That the Woman who gees
to Bed to @ Man, mufl put off her Modefly avith her Petticoat,
and put it on.again with the fame. 'The Soul of the Aflail-
ant being difturb’d with many feveral Alarms, is eafily a-
ftonifh’d, and {oon lofes the Power of Performance ; and
whoever the Imagination has ence put this T'rick upon, and
confounded with the Shame of it, (and fhe never does it
but at the firft Acquaintance, by Reafon Men are then more
ardent and eager, and as fo at this firft Account a Man gives
of himf{elf he 1s much more timorous of mifcarrying) hav-
ing made an ill Beginning, heenters into fuch Indignations
and Defpite at'the Accident, aswill in following Opportu-
nities be apt to remain, and continue him in the fame Con-
dition, As to what concerns married People, having the
Year before them (as we fay) they ought never to compel,
or {fo much as to offerat the Feat, if they do not find them-
felves very ready : And itis better indecently to fail of hands
felling the Nuptial Sheets, and of paying the Ceremcny due
to theWedding-Night, when a Man perceives himieli full
of Agitation and Trembling, expeéting another O portunis
ty at a better and more private Leifure,when his Fancy thall
be better compos’d, than to make himfelf perpetually mi-
ferable, for having mifbehav’d himfelf, and being baffled .
at the firt Affault. *Till Poffeflion be taken, a Man that
knows himfelffubjeé to this Infirmity, fhould leiturely snd
by Degrees make feveral little Trials and light Offers, with-
©ut obftinately attempting a once to foree an abiolute Con-
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queft over his own mutinous and indifpos’d Faculties ; fuch
as know their Members to be naturally obedient to their
Defires, need to take no other Care but only to counterplot
their Fancy. The indocile and rude Liberty of this feurvy
Member is fufliciently remarkable; by it’s importunate,
unruly, and unfeafonable Tumidity and Impatience, at
fuch Times as we have nothing for it to do, and by it’s
more unfeafonable Stupidity and Difobedience, when we
ftand moft in Need of hisVigour, fo imperiouly contefting
the Authority of theWill, and with fo much Obftinacy de-
nying all Solicitation both of Fland and Fancy. And yet
though his Rebellion is fo univerfally complained of, and
that Proofs are not wanting to condemn him, if he had ne-
verthelefs fee’d me to plead his Caufe, Tthould peradventure
bring the reft of his Fellow-Members into Sufpicion of
complotting this Mifchief-againft him, out of pure Envy
at the Importance, and ravithing Pleafure particular to his
Employment, fo as to have by Confederacy armed the
whole World againft him, by malevolently charging him
alone with their common Offence. For let any one confider
whether there is any one Part of our Bodies that does not
often refafe to perform it’s Office at the Precept of the
Will, and thatdoes not often excercife it’s Fun&ion in De-
fiance of her Command. They have every one of them
proper Pafiions of their own, that roufe and awake, ftupify
and benumb them, without our Leave or Confent. How
often do the involuntary Motions of the Countenance dif-
cover our inward Thoughts, and betray our moft private
Secrets to the Knowledge of the Standers by ¥ The fame
Caufe that animates this Member, does alfo, without our
Knowledgc, animate the Lungs, Pulfe, and Heart, the
Sight of a pleafing Obje& imperceptibly diffufing a Flame
through all our Parts with a febrificl Motion. Isthere no-
thing but thefeVeins and Mafcles that fwell, and flag with-
out the Confent, not only of - the Will, but even of our
Knowledge alfo ; We do not command our Hairs to ffand
an End, nor otr Skin to fhiver either with Fear or Defire.
The Hands often convey themfelves to Parts ta which we
do not direct them. "The Tongue will be interdifted; and
theVoice fometimes {uffocated when we know ot how t0
!lelp it. When we have nothing to eat, ‘and woul will-
mgly forbid it, the Appetite of Eating and Drinking does
nok




ich
eir
lot

Of the Force'of Imagination. 103

not for all that forbear to ftir up the Partsthat are {nbjected
to it, no more nor lefs than the other Appetite we were {peak-
ing of, and in like Manner dogs as unfeafonbly. leave us.
The Veffels that ferve to difcharge the Belly have their.pros
per Dilatations and Compreflions, without and beyond our
Intelligence, as well as thofe which are deftined:to purge
the Reins. And that which, to juftify the Prerogativeof the
Will, St, Auguftine urges, of having feen a Man who.could
command his Back-fide to difcharge as often togetheras he
pleafed,and that ¥iwes does yet fortify with anotherExample
in his Time of one that could fart in Tune, does nothing
{fuppofe any more pure Obedience ‘of that Part;. for,is any
thing commeonly moye tumultuary orindifcreet. To which
let meadd, that I myfelfknew one fo rude and ungoverned,as
for forty Years together made his Mafter-vent withone con-
tinued and unintermitted Hurricane, and. "tis like will do tilL
he expire that Way, and vanufh in his own Smoke. And
I conld heartily wifh, that T only knew by Reading, how
oft a Man’s-Belly, by the Denial of one fingle Puff, brings
him to the very Door. of an exceeding painful Death; and
that the Emperor, who gave Liberty to, let fly in all Places,
had at the fame Time given us Power to do.it. But
for our Will, in whofe behalf we prefer this Accufation,
with how much greater Similitude of Truth may. we re-
proach even her herfelf with Mutiny and Sedition for her
Irregularity and Difobedience #* Does the always will what
we would have her to do ¥ Does fhe not often will what we
forbid her to will, and. that to our manifeft Prejudice
Does fhe fuffer herfelf any more than any of the other, ta

be. governed and directed by the,Refults of our Reafon.,

To conclude, TThould move in the Behalf of the
Gentleman, my, Client, it might be confidered, |
that in this Fact, his Caufe being infeparably conjoined
with an Acceffary, yet he is only called in Queftign, and:

thatby Arguments and Accufations, that cannet be charged;
nor refle€t upon the other : Whofe Bufinefs indeed is fome-,
times inopportunely to invite, but never to refufe, and to.
allure after a tacit and clandeftine Manger: : And therefore,

isthe Malice and Injuifice, of his Accafers moft, mapafeitly
apparent, But be 1t how it will, protefting .againfl the
Proceedings of the Advocates and Judges, Nature will, in,
the mean time, proceed after her own Way, who had

i done
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done but well, if fhe had endowed this Member with
fome particular Privilege. The Author of the fole i,
mortal Work of Mortals, a divine Work accordin o to Soeras
tes, and of Love, Defire of Immortality, and him{elf an im.
mortal Demon.  Some one perhaps by fuch an Effeét of
* Videlicet 1Mmagination may have had the}good luck tg

leave* thatbehind him hére in France, whidh
his Companion who has come after, and
behaved himfelf better, has carried back with him ing
Spain. _And that you may fee why Men in fuch Cafe
require 2 Mind prepared for the thing they ate to do, why
do the Phyficians tamper with, and prepoflefs before.
hand their Patients Credulity with many falfe Promifes of
Cure, if not to the End, that the Effeét of Imagination
may {upply the Impofture and Defet of their Apozem!
They know very well, that a great Mafter of their Trak
has given it under his Hand, that he has known fome with
whom the very Sight of a Potion would work : Which
Examples of Fancy and Conceit come now into my
Head, by the Remembrance of a Story was told me bya
domeftick Apothecary of my Father’s, a blunt Sawiffe (&
Nation not much addiéted to Vanity and Lying) of a Mer
chant he had long known at Z%oku/z, who being a valety-
dinary, and much afli&ted with Fits of the Stone, had
often oceafion to take Clyfters, of which he caufed fever!
Sorts to be prefcribed him by the Phyficians, according to
the Accidents of his Difeafe ; one of which being one
time brought in, and none of the ufual Forms, as feeling
if it were not too hot, and the like, being omitted, he
was laid dewn on his Belly, the Syringe put up, and all
Ceremonies performed, Injeétion excepted ; after which,
the Apothecary being gone, and the Patient accommodated
as if he had really received a Clyfter, he found the {ame
Operation and Effe& that thofe do who have taken one in-
deed ; and if at any time the Phyfician did not find the
Operation fufficient, he would ufually give him two o
three more after the fame Manner. ~And the Fellow
marcover fwore to me, that to fave Charges (for he pay’d
as if hehad really taken them) this fick Man®s Wife having
fometimes made Trial of warm Water only, the Effelt
difcovered the Cheat, and finding thefe would do no good,
was fain to return to the old Way. A Woman fancying fh;

: : ha
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had fwallowed a Pin in a Piece of Bread, ery’d out of an in-
tolerable Pain in her Throat, where fhe thought fhe felt it
ftick : But an ingenious Fellow that was brought to her,
{eeing no outward T'umour norAlteration, foppofing it only
to be Conceit taken at fome Cruft of Bread that had hurt
her as it went down, caufed her to vomit, and cunning-
ly unfeen, threw a crocked Pin into the Bafon, which the
Woman no fooner faw, but believing fhe had caft it up,
fhe prefently found herfelf eafed of her Pain. I myfelf

new a Gentleman, who having treated a greatdeal of good
Company at his Houfe, three or four Days after bragged in
jekt (for there was no fuch thing) that he had made them
eat of abaked Cat; at which, a young Gentlewoman, who
had been at the Feaft, took fuch a Horror, that fallin
into a violent Vomiting and a Fever, there was no pefible
Means to fave her. Even brute Beafts are alfo {ubjeét to
the Force of Imagination as well as we ; as is feen by Dogs
who die of Grief for the Lofls of their Mafters, and are
feen to queft, tremble, and ftart, as Horfes will kick and
whinny in their Sleep. Now all this may be attributed
tothe Affinity and Relation betwixt the Souls and Bodies of
Brutes, but ’tis quite another thing when the Imagination
works upon the Souls of rational Men, and not only to
the Prejudice of their own particular Bodies; but of others
alfo. And as an infeGted Body communicates it’s Malady
to thofe that approach, or live near it, as we fee in the
Plague, the Small-pox, and fore Eyes, that run through
Whole Families and Cities :

Dum fpectant oculi lefos, Leduntur € P/l »

Multague corporibus tranfitione nocent *,

Viewing fore Eyes, Eyes to be fore are brought,
And many IlIs are by Tranfition caught,

So the Imagination, being vehemently agitated, darts out
Infetion capable of offending the ftranger Obje®t. The
Anc;entls had an Opinion of certain Women, of Scythia,
that being animated and en raged againft any one, the
killed them only with their Looks : Tortoifes and Oftriches
atch their Eggs with only looking on them, which infers,
that their Eyes have in them fome ejaculative Virtue. And
ﬂ_‘k_E_Eyes of Witches are faid to be dangerous and hurtful.

=R * Owid, ﬁlm-. 12, =
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Nefeio quis teneros oculus mibi fafcinat agnos *,

What Eye it is I do not know,
My tender Lambs bewitches fo,

Magicians are no very good Authority for me, butw
experimentally fee, that Women impart the Marksd
their Fancy to the Children they carry in their Wonml
witnefs her that was brought to Bed of a Moor: At
there was prefented to Charles the Emperor, and Kings
Bohemia, a Girl from about Pi/z, all over rough,
covered with Hair, whom her Mother faid to be conce
by reafon of a Pi€ure of St. Fobn Baptiff, that hm
within the Curtains of her Bed. It is the {ame wil
Beafts, witnefs Facob’s ring-fireaked and {potted Go
and Sheep, and the Hares, and Partridges, that the S
turns white upon the Mountains. ‘There was at my Hot
a little while ago, aCat feen watching a Bird uponit
Top of a Tree, who, for fome Time mutually fixingt
Eyes upon one another, the Bird at laft let herfelf fallt
dead into the Cat’s Claws either dazzled and aftonili
by the Force of her own Imagination, or drawn by fo#
attraétive Powerof the Cat.  Such as are addiCted o
Pleafures of the Field, have, I make no Queftion, hett
the Story of the Falconer, who having earneftly fixedl
Eyes upon a Kite in the Air, lay’d a Wager, that he woe
bring her down with the fole Power of his Sight, and o
fo, as it was faid ; for the Tales I borrow, I charge upont®
Confciences of thofe from whom I have them. TheDt
courfesare my own, and found themfelves upon the Fe®
of Reafon,not of Experience 5 to which, every one hasl
berty to add his own Examples; and who has none; (*
INumbers and Varieties of Accident confidered) let himi®
forbear to believe thatthefe I fet down are enough ; aut
Ido not apply them well, let fome other do it for me. A
alfo in the Subje&s of which I treat, wiz. of our Maui
and Motions, the Teftimonies and Inftances I pmrhu:e::}’”i
fabulous foever, provided they are poflible, ferve as well#
the true ; whether it hasreally happened or no, at Roms!
at Paris; to Peter or Fobn; ’tis flill within the Verge®
Poflibility, and human Capacity, which ferves mé*

s

* Virg, Eclog, 3.
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Of the Force of Imagination, 107
good Ufe, and fupplies me with Variety in the Things [

write. 1 fee, and make my Advantage of it as well in Sha-
dow as in Subftance; -and among#t the various Examples [
every where meet with in Hiftory, I cull out the moft rare
and memorable to fit my own Turn. There are fome other
Authors, whofe only End and Defign it is, to give an Ae-
count of ‘Things that have happened ; mine, if I could ar
rive unto it fhould be to deliver what may come to. pafs.
There is ajuft Liberty allowed in the Schools of foppofing
and contriving Similes, when they are ata Lofs for them in
their own Reading: I do hot, however, make any Ufe of
that Privilege, and as to'that Affair in fuperftitious Religion,
furpafs all hiftorical Authority. In the Examples which I
here bringin of what I have heard, read, done, or faid, T
have forbid myfelf to dare to alter evenithe moft light and
indifferent Circuniftances ; my Confciénce does not falfify
one Tittle, what my Ignorance may do I cannot fay. And
this it is that makes me fometimes enter into Difpute with
my own Thoughts, whether or no, a Divine, or a Philo-
fopher; Men of fo exad and tender Wifdom and-Con-
fcience, are fit to write Hiftory ; forhow can they ftake their
Reputation upon the publick Faith ¢ How be refponfible
for the Opinions of Men they do not know ? And with
what Affurance deliver their Conjeftures for current Pay ?
Of Adtions performed before their own Eyes; wherein fe-

- veral Perfons were Aétors, they would be unwilling to give

Evidence upon Oath before a Judge ; and cannot be {o fa-
miliarly and thoroughly acquainted with any for whofe In-
tentions they would become abfolate Surety. For my Part,
Lthink it lefs hazardous to writeThings paft than prefent, by
how much the Writeris only to give an Account of Things
svery one knows he muft of Neceflity borrow tpon Truft,
Iam folicited to write the Affairs of my own Time, by
fome, who fancy Ilook upon them with an Eye lefs blinded
with Prejudice ‘or Partiality than another, and have a
tlearer Infight into them by Reafon of the free Accefs For-
tune has given me to the Heads of both Factions ; but they
do not confider, that to purchafe the Glory of Sailuff, T !
Would not give myfelf the Trouble, being a fworn Enemy,
4s I am to all Obligation, Affiduity, and Perfeverance: Be-
1des that, there is nOthing fo contrary to my Stile, as acon-

{Unued and extended Narrative, I{ooften interrupt, and

I2 cut




108 MonrtaieNz’s Effays.

cut myfelf fhort in my Writing only for want of Breath.|
have neither Fancy nor Expreflion worth any thing, au
am ignorant beyond a Child, of the Phrafes, and eventh
very Words proper to exprefs the moft common Thing
and for that Reafon'it is, that I have undertaken to fay onlf
what I can fay, and have accommodated my Subjettb
my Force. Should-I take one to be my Guide, peradvet
ture, I fhould not beable to keep Pace with him, and inth
Piecipitancy of my Career might deliver Things, whid,
upon better Thoughts, in my own Judgment, and accos
ing to Reafon, would be criminal and punifhable in &
higheft Degree. - Plutarch would tell us of what he ks
delivered to the Light, that it is the Work of others, tid
his Examples are all, and every where exaétly true, ti
they are ufeful to:Pofterity, and are prefented with a Ll
that will light usithe Way to Virtue, which was hish
fign ; but it is ot of fo dangerous Confequence asin
medicinal Drug, whether an old Story be fo, orfo.

CHAP XXL

That the Profit of one Man is the Inconvenih
of another.

Emades the dihenian condemned one of his Cff
whofe Trade it was to fell the Neceflaries for Fusn
Ceremonies, upon Pretence that he demanded unreafon*
Profit, and that that Profit could not accrue to him, but!
the Death of a great Number of People. A Judgme®
that appearsto be ill grounded, forafmuch as no Profit swhit
ever could-poffibly be made but at the Expence of anothe
and that by the fame Rule he fhould condemn all Man
of Gain of what Kind foever. The Merchant only thri®
and grows rich by the Pride, Wantonnefs and Debauch]
of Youth ; the Hufbandman by the Price and Scarcif®
Grain ; the Archite&t by the Ruin of Buildings: ¥
Lawyers, and Officers of Juftice, by Suits and Contention®
Men ; nay, even the Honour and Office of Divines ¥
denye
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