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G AP RNEV,
Of Pedantry.

Was often, whena Boy, wonderfully concern’d to fesit

the Jtalian Farces a Pedant always brought in for ti
tool of the Play, and that. the Title of Magifler wasinm
greater Reverence amongft us ; for being deliver'd upt
their Tuition, what could I do lefs than to be jealousd
their Honour and Reputation ? I fought, I confefs, to g
cufe them by the natural Incompatibility betwixt the vl
gar Sort, and Men of a finer Thread, both in Judgmet
and Knowledge, forafmuch as they go a quite contug
Way to one another: But inthis, the "Thing I moft ftumbki
at was, that the braveft Men were thofe who moft defpisl
them ; witne(s our famous Poet Du Bellay,

Mais je bay par fur tout un feavoir pedantefgue *,

But of all Sorts of Learning, that
Of the Pedant I moft do hate.

And they us'd to do fo in former Times ; for Plutarch fays
that Gracian and Scholar were Names of Reproach 2l
Contempt amongft the Romans. But fince, with the bett
Experience of Age, I find they had very great Reafont
do {o, and that magis magnos Clericos non funt magis maghi
Sapientest. The greateft Clerks are nor the awifefh Men. B
whence it fhould come to pafs, that a Mind enrich’d wit
the Knowledge of {o many Things fhould not becont
more quick and fpritely, and that a grofs and vulgar Ut
derftanding fhould yet inhabit there, without correcting
improving itfelf, where all the Difcoutfes and Judgme®
of the greateft Wits the World ever had are colleéted 2
fror’d up, Iam yet to feek. To admit fo many frarg
Conceptions, {o great and fo high Fancies, it is necellif

—

* Du Bellay. + Rabelais.
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Of Pedantry. 141

{asa young Lady, and one of the greateft Princefles of the
Kingdom, faid once to me) that a Man’s own be erowded,
and {queez’d together into a lefs Compafs, to make Room
for the other. I fhould be apt to conclude, thatas Plants
are {uffocated and drown’d with too much Nourifhment,
and Lamps with too much Qil, fo is the ative Part of the
Underftanding with too much Study and Matter, which be-
being embarra{s’d and confounded with the Diverfity of
Things, isdepriv'd of the Force and Power to difengage it-
felf ; and that by the Preffure of thi Weight, it is bow’d;
fubje@ed, and rendred of no Ufe. But it isquite otherwife,

, for a Soul firetches and dilates itfelf proportionably as it

fills, And in the Examples of elder Times we fee, quite
contrary, Menvery proper for publick Bufinefs, great Cap-
tains, and great Statefmen, very learned withal ; whereas
the Philofophers, a Sort of Men retir’d from all publick Af-
fairs, have been fometimes alfo defpis’d, and render’d con-
temptible by the comical Liberty of their own Times;
their Opinions and Singularity of Manners making them
appear, to Men of another Method of Living, ridiculous
and abfurd. Would you make them Judges of a Contro-
verfy of common Right, or of the Altions of Men ? They
are ready to take it upon them, and ftraightbegin to exa-
mine, if he has Life, if he has Motion, if Man be any other
thanan Ox ? What it is'todo, and to fuffer ? And what Ani-
mals, Law, and Juftice are? Do they fpeak of the Magi-
ftrates ? >T'is witha rude, irreverent, and indecent Liber-
1. Do they hear a Prince, or a King commended for his
Virtue ? They make no more of him than of a Shepherd,
Goatherd, or Neatherd ; a lazy Corydon, that bufies him-
{elf only about milking and fhearing his Herds and Flocks,
and that after the rudeft Manner. Do you repute any Man
the greater for being Lord of two thoufand Acresof Land ?
They laugh at fuch a pitiful Pittance, as laying Claim
themfelves to the whole World for their Pofeffion. Do
you boaft of your Nobility and Blood, being defcended
from feven rich fucceflive Anceftors ? They will look up-
on you with an Eye of Contempt, as Men who have not
a night Idea of the univerfal Image of Nature, and that do
1ot confider how many Predeceflors every one of us has
had, Rich, Poor, Kings, Slaves, Greeks.and Barbarians.
find though yau were the fiftieth Defcent from Hercules,they

L3 B look




i 142 MonTaIGNE’s Efays.

look upon it as a great Vanity, {o highly to value this,whid
1s only a Gift of Fortune. And eventhusdid the yulgarSa
of Men naufeate them, as Men ignorant of the Beginningt
Things, wherezll T'hings were common, accufing the m*:'
rt;'L.m ption and Infolence. But this P/atonick Pi Gureish
different from that thefe Pedants are prc‘nnici by : Fu
thofe were envied for raifing them{elves above the comma
Sortof Men, for defpifing rhe ordinary Aétions and Offi
of Life, forhaying affumed a particular and inimitableWs
of living, and for ufing a certain Method-of Bombaft al
obfolete L'lrgl.mge, quite different from the ordinary Wi
of Spea ““'o 'ftlL thefe are contemn’d for being as mui
bel ow the ufua ! Form, as incapable of pubhca Employ
ment, for ic-?dmg a Life, and conforming themfelvesn
the mean and vile qur“m of the Vulgar, Od; homits
ignava apfra Psz:’q;a.-} ica Sententia®, f)’m‘fg Mesn auhg tak
like Philofophers, but doaworfe than the mofi [lathful .sfﬂ’
For what concerns thole frue Philof {ophers, I muft negds
fay, that if they were great in Scient - they were J
much greater in Aftion. . And, as it is {aid u'f ']1" fL’E'
metrician of Syracufe +, who hav
his Contempla ;_ |, to put fome
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) he accounted but trivial EXpek

mentds, 4 nd inferior Models : -:J;J :?:&_‘:.'} 1‘,'[;.311m*g;'t1‘.-€}-‘ havt
Leen put upon the Proof of A&ion, have been feen t0 1

to fo high a Pitch, as made it very well appear, their Sols

wereftrangely elevated, and enrich’d with the Knowledgt
0fThmg= th fome of them '"Lung the Reins of Govert

ment 1n the Hands of 'm]ou.nt and _unfkilful Men, hast
avoided all Places and Jnte efl in the Magagement of Af
tairs; and he who demanded of Lu tes, How long it W&
’mcci"._ry to nhhumpuwe receiv’d this Anfwer, 11”0-'

Armies (faid he) are no more commanded by Fools 2%
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OF Pedantry.” " 143

Coxcombs. Heraclitus refign’d the Royalty to his Brother;
and to the Ephefians, who reproach’d him that he fpent his
Time in playing with Boys before the Temple 5 s 7r ot
better, faid he, todo fo thanto [it at the Helmn of Affairsin
your Company 2 'Others having their Imagination advanc'd
abovethe Thoughts of the World and Fortune, have leok’d
apon the Tribunals of Juftice, and even the Thrones of
Kings, with an Eye of Contempt and Scorn; infomuch
that Empedocles refas’'d the Royalty that the Agrigentines of-
fer'd to him.  Thales, once inveighing in Difcourfe againt
the Pains and Care Men put themfielves to to become rich,
was anfwer’d by one in the Company, that he did like the
Fox, who found ‘Fault with what he could" not obtain.
Whereupon he had a Mind, forthe Jeft's Sake, to thew them
the ‘contrary; and having upon this ' Occalion for once
made a Mutter of all his Wits, wholly to employ them in
the Service of Profit, he fet a Traffick ‘on Foot, which in
one Year brought him in‘greater Riches than the moft ex-
erienced in that Trade could, with all their Induftry,
have raked together in the whole Courfe of their Lives.
That which 4riffotle reports of fome who faid of him, A-
naxagoras,and others of theirProfeflion, that they were wife
but not prudent, -in not applying their Study to more pro-
fitable Things (though I do not welldigeftthisnice Diftine-
tion) will not however ferve to excufe my pedantick Sortof
Men ; for to fee thelow and neceflitous Fortune wherewith
they are content, we have rather Reafon to pronounce that
they are neither wife nor prudent. But letting this firft
Reafon alone, I think it better to fay, that this Inconve-
nience proceeds from their applying theml{elves the wrong
Way to the:Study.of Sciences; and that after the Manner
we are inftruéted, it is noWonder if neither the Scholars nox
the Mafters become, though more learned, evet the wifer,
of ‘miore fic for Bufinefs. In plain Fruth, the Cares and
E!{pence our Parents are at in‘our Education ‘point at no-
thing, buat to furnifh our Heads with Knowledge ; but not
a Word: of Judgment and Virtue. Cry éut-of one that
Pflﬂﬁs by, to the People, O! whatalearned 3 and of ano-
ther; Gl what a good: Man goes there b "TPhey will not
fail to turn their Eyes, and addrefs their Refpe&t to the
former. There fhould then be a third Crier, O thePup-
pies and Coxcombs ! Men are apt. prefently to enquire,

L 4 Does,
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Does fuch 2 one underftand Greet 2 Is he a Critick it
Latin? Is he a Poet ? Or does he only pretend to Prof
But whether he be grown better or.more difcreet, whig
are Qualities of greater Value and .Concern, thofe u
never enquir’d into ; whereas, we thould rather exami
who is better learned, than ewhko is more Jearned. We ol
toil and labour to {tuff the Memory, and in the mean i
eave thg Conicience and the Underfianding unfurnifj
and void. And, like Birds who fly Abroad, to foragefi
Grain, bring it home in their Beak,without tafting it thew
felves, to feed their Young; fo our Pedants go pickin
Knowledge here and there, out of f{everal Authors, a
hold it at the Tongue’s End, only to {pit out, and diftribu
itamongft their Pupils. And here ‘I cannot but {milet
think how I have paid myfelf in fhewing the Foppery
this kind of Learning, who myfelf am fo manifeft an B
ample; for, do I not the fame Thing thronghout alme
this whole Treatife ? I go here and there, culling out d
feveral Books the Sentences that beft pleafe me, not to key
them (for I have no Memory to retain them in) but to tr
iplant them into this ; where, to fay the T'ruth, they at
N0 more mine, than in their firlt Places. We are, Lcow
ceive, knowing only in prefent Knowledge, and notatal
in what is paff, no more than in that which is to com.
But the worlt of it is, their Scholars and Pupils are m
better nourifh’d by this kind of Infpiration ; it maks
no deeper Impreflion upon them, than the other, bit
paffes from Hand to Hand, only to make a Shew, to
tolerable Company, and to tell pretty Stories, like a Cout:
terfeit Coin in Counters; of no other Ufe nor Value, 'a:t
to reckon with, or to fet up at Cards. Apud aligs by
didicerunt, non iffi fecum. Non eff loquendum, fed guber
mandum ™ ; :f:{}' hawe leari’d to Jpeak from others, not fri
themfelves, Speaking is not Jo neceflary as Gooverhing:
Mature, to thew that there is nothing barbarous whee
fhe has the fole Command, does oftentimes, in Natmps
where Art has the leaft to do, caufe Produétions of Wi
{uch as may rival the greateft Effeéis of Art whateven
As in Relation to what I am now {peaking of, the Gaf:

&=

B

* Senec. Epif. 103,
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con, Proverb, derived from a Corn-pipe; is very quaint
and fubtle, Bouha prow bouba, mas a vemuda. lbus dits
guem., . You may bloww till your, Eyes flart. auts but if once
Jou offer to flir your Fingers, you will be at:the End of your
Lefon. - We can fay, Cicero fays thus: that thefe were
the Manners of Plate ; and that thefe are the very Words
of Arifforle : But what.do. we fay ourfelves thatis our
own? What do we do? What do we judge? A Parrot
would fay as much as that. And this kind of Talk-
ing puts me in Mind of that rich Gentleman of Rome,
who had been folicitous, with very great Expence, ta
procure Men that were excellent in all Sorts of Science,
whom he had always attending his Perfon, to the End,
that when amongift his Friends, any Occafion fell out of
ipeaking of any Subje@ whatfoever, they might fupply
his Place, and be ready to prompt him, one with a Sen-
tence of Seneca, another with a Verfe of Homer, and fo
forth, every one according to his Talent ; and he fancied
this Knowledge to be his own, becaufe in the Heads of
thofe who lived upon his Bounty : As they alfo do, whofe
Learning confifts in having noble Libraries. I know one,
who, when I queftion him about his Reading, he pre-
fently calls for a Book to thew me, and dare not venture
to tell me fo much, as that he has Piles in his Pofteriors,
till firft he has confulted-his Di&ionary, what Piles and
Pofteriors are, We take other Men’s Knowled ge and Opi-
nions upon Truth, which is an idle and {fuperhicial Learn-
ing: We muft make it our own.. We are in this very
like him, who having Need of Fire, went to a Neigh-
bour’s Houfe to fetch it; and finding a very good one
there, fat down to warm himf{elf, without rememberin
to carry any with him Home, What Good does it do
Us to have the Stomach full of Meat, if it does not digeft
and be incorporated with us, if it does not nourith and
fupport us ? ‘Can we imagine that Lucu/lus, whom Let-
ters, without any Manner of Experience, made fo great
and foexat a Leader, learn’d to be {o after this perfunétory
anncr? We fuffer ourfelves tolean and rely fovery ftrong-
ly upon the Arm of another, that by fo doing we prejudice
our own Strength and Vigour. Would I fortify myfelf
agamft the Fear of Death? It muft be at the Expence of
Sereca: Would T extra&t Confolation for myfelf, or my

Friend ?
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Friend ? I borrow it from him, or Cicero; whereas Imigli
have found it in my{elf, had T been trained up to makeUf|
of my own Reafon. I have no Tafte for this relative, men

dicant, and precarious Underftanding ;- for though w

could become learned by other Men’s Ruldmg, T am fim |
a Man can never be wife, but by his own Wifdom,

~ Y et » 3 ~ 3
Migo go@isny o5is 28X, @vte coPos 47

‘Who in his own Concern’s not wife,
I that Man's Wifdom do defpife:

From whetice Ennius, Nequidguam [apere fapientem, quitf
ff}f prodeffle non quivet+; That avife Man knows notbilg
wwho cannot profit Lf::.rfé‘l}f by bis. Wifdam. Non enim fi
randa nobis folum, fed frucnda [apientia efi T ; For Wil
is not only to be acguired, but enjoyed. L‘;a; yffs Lug]m.
at the Grammarians, who cud ﬁeﬂtd their Brains to enguie
into the Miferies of Uly/fes, and ‘were ignorant of t]m
own ; at Muficians, who \.»u ‘e fo exalt in tuning theirIr
ftruments, and never tuned' their Manners ; and .u.Ormnr.
who ftudied to dechrn wha it was Jultice, but never to0k
©are to do it.  If the Mind be not better difpofed, if ti
j‘r‘omtnt be no better fettled, T had much ratherny |
Scholar had fpent his Time at Ten nis, for at leaft hisBo |
would by that Means be in better Exercife and Breath. D‘
but obferve him when he comes back from School, af
fifteen or {ixteen Years that he has been there, there isio
thing fo aukward and maladroit,” fo unfit for Companj @
Em chym nt; and all tha t you f1 1]} find he has got, 1%‘ EE‘[
his Latin and Greek have only made him a greater and mor
conceited € yoxmnu than when he went from home. f‘-f
fhould bring his Soul replete with gocm Literature, andJ
brings it O"‘“ fwelled and puffed up with vain and emp
‘*mt.c‘s and Snatches of Llclrmng:> He has really riothing
more in him than he had before.  Thefe Pedants of ol
as Plato {ays of "the Sophifls, their Coufin-Germans i
of all Men livi ng, Lhej who moit pretend to be U“FB‘[D}
Mankind, and who, alone, of all Men, not only do
better, and 1mprove what is committed to them, as

Car-
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-Of Pedantry. X47

penter or 2 Mafon would do, but make them much worfe,
and make them pay for being made fo to boot. If the Rule
which Protagoras pmnnfed to his Pupils were followed, ei-
ther that they thould give him his own Demand, or declare
upon Oath in the T' c.np’n how much they valued the Pro-
fit they had received under his Tuition, ‘*nrj accordingly fa-
tisfy him ; our Peda f’O{rues would fnd themfelves bafely
gravelled, cprcmﬂ} if they were to bﬂjuwrd by the Tefti-
mony of my }.xlcru,nu. Our vuloar Perigordin Patois
does pleafantly call them, Pretenders to l;camm Lettre-
ferits, as a Man fhould fay, Letter-marked ; Man on
whom Letters have been itr.mrm by the Blow of a Mallet ;
and, in Truth, for the moft Part, rhcv appear to have a
foft quce in their Skulls, and to be deprived even of com-
monSenfe. For you fee the Hufband-man and the Cobler
gcﬁmp‘y and honeftly about their Bufinefs, {peaking only
of what they know and underftand ; whereas thefe Fell OWs,
to make Parade and to get f‘p nion, muftering this ridicu~
lﬂua'mov,]tdg{: of theirs, that fwims and floats i the Su-
perficies of  the Brain, are perpetually perplexmn and en-
tangling them{elves in their own Nonfenfe. They {])mk
fine Words fometimes, ’tis true . uut let fome body that is
wifer a apply them. lncv arc wond lerfully well acqu: mted

with Gai’sﬁ, but not at 2l with the Difeafe of. the Pati ient 3
they have urcud} "hmmu you u.m a long i ‘.;,..!=_ row of

Laws, but underftand nothi ng of the Cafe in Hand ; they
have the Theories of all Things, let w ho will put rh\ 10 in
Praftice. T have {2 it by, when a Friend of rmm in my own
Houfe, for hi:omS kt Ims mt i one of thefe F e]lowc coun-
ter fe;ted 2 canting Guhm atias, patched up of feveral Expref-
110I13 without Head or Tail, {-u-'ng, that he now and then
interlarded here and there fome Terms that had Relation to
their Lul'puw1 and held the Coxcomb in Pl:ly a-whole Af-
ternoon tugcd er, who, all the while, thou ght he had an-
{wered pertinently an d leat rnedly to all his ()hué:;onq, And
yet thiswas a Man of Letters and }:(f:puttt 1011, and no worfe
L:un one of the long Robe.

Vs O pati iCtus fanguis quos vivere par ¢/l
OC(F‘IJJE L& o, lu_ﬂzm" occurrite f-‘f"um >
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*Perfius, Sat. 1.
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Q you Patrician Bloods, whofe Laws commend
To have your Heads from Retrofpection blind,

Take this poor Counfel of a faithful Friend,
Beware of having a Caldefe behind.

Whofoever fhall narrowly pry into, and thoroughly fift
Sort of People, wherewith the World is fo peitered, wi,
as I have done, find that, for the moft Part, they neitie
underftand others, nor themfelves ; and that their Meme
ries are full enongh, ’tis true, but the Judgment totly
void and empty ; fome excepted, whofe own Nature I
of itfelf formed them into better Fathion. As I haveﬁh-

A . {erved for Example in Adrianus Turnis,
Td?f?{m@ of Srdeie who having nev}:r made other Profell
anus Turnebus. : . i
than that of mere Learning only, andi
that, in my Opinion, the greateft Man that has been thek
thoufand Years, had nothing atall in him of the Pedant b
the Wearing of his Gown, and a little exterior Behayiou,
that could not be civilized to the Garb, which are nothing:
Thate our People, who can worfe endure a pedantick Mot
than an ill-contrived Mind, and by the Leg a Man make;
by his Behaviour, and even by the very Shape of his Bast
will pretend to tell what Sort of Man he is. For with
all this, there was not a more illuftrious and polite S
living upon Earth, I have often purpofely put him !
Arguments quite wide of his Profeflion, wherein I fou
he had fo clear an Infight, {o quick an Apprehenﬁ(}n,ﬂﬁi
fo folid a Judgment, that a Man would have thought!
had never praétifed any other Thing but Arms, and bea
all his Life employ’d in Affairs of State. And thefea®
great and vigorous Natures ;

Queis arte benigna,
Et melior luto Jinxit preecordia Titan *.

With greater Art whofe Mind
The Sun has made of Clay much more refin'd ;

that ean keep themfelves upright in Defiance of :-.pedantick
Education. - But it is not enough that our Education 0%

not {poil us ; it muft moreover alter us for the better. Somé
R—

* Fuven, Sat. 14. )
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Of Pedantry. 149

of our Parliaments when they are to admit Officers, exa-
mine only their Talent of Learning; to which fome of the
others alfo add, the Trial of Underftanding, by afking
their Judgment of fome Cafe in Law, of which the latter,
methinks, proceeds with the better Mcthod : For, although
both are necefiary, and that it is very requifite they thould
be defetive in neither ; yet, in Truth, Knowledge is not
{oabfolutely neceffary as Judgment, and the laft may make
Shift without the other, but the other never without this.
For a3 the Greet Verle {ays,

<, ~ - L
Qg @y y A Sneis Ay gy vig wmgn*.

Learning is nothing worth, if Wit
And Underftanding be not join’d with it.

To what Ufe ferves Learning, if the Underftanding be
away : Would to God, that, for the Good of eur Judi¢a»
ture, thofe Societies were aswell furnithed with Under-
ftanding and Con{cience, as they are with Knowledge. Nor
Vite, fed Scholee dicimus+s e dornot Sudy for the Serwvice
o our futwre Life, but only for the prefent Ufe of the
Sehool. W hereas we are not to tie Learning to the Soul,
Eut te work and incorporate them together ; not te tin@ure
itonly, but to give ita thorough and perfe& Dye; but,
if it will not take;Colour, and meliorate it’s imperfe@ State,
we fhould,without Doubt, do much better in letting it alone.
Learning is a dangerous Weapon, and very likely to wound
1t's Mafter, if put into an aukward and untkilful Hand : U
JSuerit melius non didiciffe, fo that it-avere betéer never to have
learned at-ajl. And this, perhaps, is the Reafon why nei-
ther we, nor indeed Chriftian Religion, require much
Learning in Women ; and that Francis, Duke of Britany,
Son of Foha the Fifth (one being talking with him about
his Marriage with Zabella, the Daughter of Scotland, and
adding that the was homely bred, and without any Man-
nerof Learning) made Anfwer, That he liked her the bet-
ter, and that a Woman was wife enough, if fhe could di-
flinguifh her Hufband’s Shirt and his Doublet. - So that it
1 not {o great a Wonder as fome People make of it, that
our Anceftors had Letters in no greater Efteem, and that

Do

+ Sen. Epifi, 106,
even

f Menander in Gnom,
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even to this Day, they are but rarely met with in thePriy
Councils of Princes: If this End and Defign of acqumr
Riches (which is the onlyThipg we propofe to ourfelves b
the Means of Law, Phyfick, Pedmtry, and even Dwmm
atfelf) did not uphold and keep them in Credit, youwoil
without Doubt, fee them as poor and unregarded asew
And what Lofs would it be if they neither inftru® wp
think well, nor to dowell. Poflguam doiti prodierunt, b
definunt 5 after once they become learned, they ceafe ik
good,  All other Knowledge is hurtful to him, who ks
not the Science of Honefty and Good-nature. But i
Reafon I glanced upon but now, may it not allo po
ceed from hence, that our Study, having almoft no ot
Aim but Profit, fewer of thofe, who by Nature are b
to Offices and Employments, rather of Glory than Ga
addiét themfelves to Letters 5 or for fo little a while (beirg
taken from their Studies before theycan come to haveay
Tafte of them, to a Profeflion that has nothing to dowit
Books) that there commonly remain no other to apply thee
felves wholly to learning;, but People of mean Conditio
who in that only fiudyto live, and have Preferment onlyi
their Profpeét; and by fuch People; whofe Soulsare buﬂ
by Nature and Education, and domeftick Example,
the bafeft Metal and Allay, the Fruits of IS.,nov.ledge an |
not only immaturely gathered, but ill digefted, and d-
vered to their Puptls qmte another Thing from what th
#hould be. For it is not the proper Bufine{s of }\nov.iha‘
toenlighten a Soul thatis dark of itfelf; nor to make ablis
Man to{ee. Her Bufinefs is nof to find a Man Eyes; bt
to guide; govern, and direét his Steps, pmuded heh
found Feet and . ftraight Legs to o upon. Knowledft
15 an " excellent Drug,~butno DIUU' has Virtue enou
to preferve itfelf frtan Corruption and Decay, if the
Veflel be tainted and impure wherein. it ]‘1 pur to '»ftu
Such a one may haveia hl@h clearand good & uugﬂ, wil
looks'afquint, and confequently feesavhat is _:;:mri, '[E?_'»
does not follow  it; and fees Knmowledge, but'makesnoUk
of it Plaio’s DFIULIJ_ al Inftitation in  his Republick; &
to fit his Citizens with Employments fuitable to their Ne-

ture. 'Naturecan do all, and does all. t_up},.l $ ﬂJi’-?Lf?
unfit for Exercifes of :'::L Body, and lame Souls for Bxer
cifes of the Mind, Degencrate and vulgar Souls are i

wort



: Prins.f
Juirirg |
ves, by’
ivinif
would,
s et |
i)
i, bl
! fok
ho b |
ut &
o pr|
).otne |
2 bom
Ga,
(beir
ven |
o with
" ther
ditice,
only
2 both
e, o |
gedt |
1 del- |
- i]:lf:f
u!ea’gef
{ blind
5, bt
he ha |
ledge |
nougt
f the |
keep. |
,v‘.‘l!-? :
o Uk |
|
rNe:
+ €D

Exer

e ;J !‘! .
orthy

S S— R - = SEp— 3 o 4§
: : RN/ - S e R FURSERE L e

Of Pedaniry, 151

worthy of Philofophy. If we fee a Shoe-maker with his
Shoes out at theToes, we fay, "tis no Wonder; for, com.-

monly, none go worfe thod than their Wives and they.

In like Manner, Experience does often prefent us a Phyfi-

cian worle phyficked, a Divine worfe reformed, and fre-

quently a Scholar of lefs Sufficiency than another. 4rioffoof
Chigs had anciently Reafon to fay, that Philofophers did
their Auditories harm, forafmuch as moft of the Souls of
thofe that heard them were not capable of making any Be~
nefit of their Inftructions, and if they did not apply them

to ,good, would certainly apply them to ill : doury; ex 4-

riftippi, acerbos ex Zenonis Schola exire®.  They greaw effe
minate Prodigals from the School of Ariftippus, and Churls
and Cynicks_from that of Zeno. In that excellent Infti-
tution that Xengphon attributes to the Perfians, we find,
that they taught their Children Virtue, as other Nations
do Letters. : Plato tells us, that the eldeft Son in their
Royal Succeflion was thus brought up ; as foon as he was
born he was delivered, not to Women, but to Eunuchs of
the greateft Authority about their Kings for their Virtue,
whofe Charge it was to keep his Body healthful and in good.
Plight ; and after he came to feven Years of Age, toteach
him . to ride, and to go a hunting ; when he arrived at
fourteen, he was transferred into the Hands of four Men,
the moft noted of the Kingdom for Wifdom, Juftice, Tem-
perance and Valour; -of which Number the firft was to
mftruct him in Religion, the {fecond to be always upright
and fincere, the third to fubdue his Appetites and Defires,
and.the fourth to defpife all Danger. ’Tis a Thing wor-
thy of very great Confideration, that in that excellent,
and, in Truth, for it's Perfetion, prodigious Form of civil
Government fet down by Ljcurgus, though folicitous of
the Education of Children, as a thing of the greateft Con-
cery, and even in the very Seat of the Mufes, he fhould
make {o little Mention.of Learning ; as if their generous
Youths difdaining all other Subjection, but that of Virtue
only, ought to.be fupplied, initead of Tutors to read to
them .Arts and Sciences, with {uch Mafters, as thould
only. inftruét them in Valour, Prudence and Juftice. An
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152 MonTArGNE’s Effays.

ixample that Plato has followed in his Laws ; the Manty

of whofe Difcipline was to propound to theém Queltion

upon the Judgment of Men, and of their Ations; and

if they commended or condemmned this or that Perfon, &

Fagl, théy were to give a Reafon for fo doing : By whid

Means, they at once fharpened their Underitanding, anf

became fkillful in the Laws. Mandane, th Xenophon, alkiny
her Son Cyrus how he would do to learn Juftice, ‘and the
other Virtues amongft the Medes, having left all his M-
ftersbehind him in Perfiz ? He made Aniwer, that hehad
learned thofe Things leng fince ; that his Mafter had oftm
made him a Judge of the Differerices among his Schook
Fellows, and had one Day whip'd him for giving a wrom
Sentence; and thus it was: A great Boy in the Schod,
having alittle fhort Caffock, by Force took a longer from
another that was not fo tall as he, and gave him his o
in Exchange; whereupon I being appointed Judge of the
Controverfy, gave Judgment, that 1 thought it beft eithet
of them. fhould keep the Coat he had, for that they wer
both better fitted with that of one another, than with
their own: Upon which, my Mafter told me I had dot
ill, in that T had only confidered the Fitnefsand Decenty
of the Garments, whereas I ought to have confidered the
Juftice of the Thing, which requires, that no one fhotld
have any Thing forcibly taken from him that is his oW,
But it feems, poor Cyrus was whip'd for his Pains, as we
are in our Villages for forgetting the firft Aorift of 7usli
My Pedant muft make me a very learned Oration, 7 genere
demonfirativo, before he can perfuade me, that his Schoolis
like unto that. They knew how to go the readieft Way !0
Work : And {eeing that Science, when moft rightly applied
and beft underftood, can do no.more but teach us Pradence,
anoral Honefty, and Refolution ; they thought fit to initiaté
their Children with the Knowledge of Effects, and toin-
ftruct them, not by Hear-fay and by Rote, but by the
Experiment of A&ion, in lively forming and moulding
them ; not only by Words and Precepts, but chiefly
Works and Examples; to the End, it might not be 2
Knowledge of the Mind only, but a Complexion and3
Habit ; and not an Acquifition, but a natural Poffeflion.
One afking, to this Purpofe, Agefilaus, what he thought
moit proper for Boys to learn? What they ought tohdo
i ¥ on
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OF Pedantry. 153

when they come to be Men, faid he.” It is therefore no
Wonder, if fuch an Inftitation has produc’d fuch admirable
Eftetts. They us’d to go, "tis faid, in the other Cities of
Greece, to enquire out Rhetoricians, Painters, and Mufick-
mafters; but in Lacedemon, Legiflators, Magiftrates, and
Generals of Armies, at Atbens they learn’d to fpeak well,
and here to do well ; there to difingage themfelves froma
fophiftical Argument, and to unravel Syllogifms ; here to
evade the Baitsand Allurements of Plealure, and with a no=
ble Courage and Refolution to confute and conquer the Me-
naces of Fortune and Death ; thofe cudgell’d their Brains a-
bout Words, - thefe ‘made it their Bufinefs to enquire into
Things; there wasan eternal Babble of the Tongue, herea
continual Exercife of the Soul. ~ And therefore itis nothing
frange, if,when Antipater demanded of them fifty Children
for Hoftages, they made Anfwer, quite contrary to what
we fhould do, That they would rather give him twice as
many full grown Men, fo much did they value the Lofs of
their Country’s Education. When Agefilaus courted Xeno-
phan to fend his Children to Sparta to be bred, It isnot, faid

he, there to learn Logick or Rhetorick, but to be inftruts-

ed m the nobleft of all Sciences, namely, the Science to
obey and to command. It is very pleafant to fee Socrates,
after his Manner, rallying Higpias, who. recounts to him
whata World of Money he has got, efpecially in ¢ertain
little Villages of Sicily,. by teaching School, and that he
got never a Penny at Sparra, What a fottith and ftupid
People (fxys Socrates) are they, without Senfe or Under-

anding, that make no Account either of Grammar, or
Peetry, and only bu [y themfelves in ftudying the Genealo-
gies and Succeflions of their Kings, the Foundations, Rifes,
and Declenfions of States, and fuch Tales of a Tub ! - After
which, having made Hippias particularly to acknowledge
the Extellency of their Form of publick Adminiftration,
and the Felicity and Virtue of their private Life, he
leaves him to guefs at the Conclufion he malesof the Tne
utilities of his pedantick Arts. © Examples have demon-
ftrated unto us, that i military Affairs; and all others of
the like a&ive Nature, the Study of Sciences does more
fOf‘t?n and enervate the Conrages of Men, than any way
fomf}r and incite them. The moft potent Empire that
at this Day appears to'be in the whole World, is' that of

Voui. L. M the
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the Tarks, a People equally inclin’d to the Eftimation o
Arms, and the Contempt of Letters. I find Rome yu
more valiant before fhe grew fo learned ; and the mof
warlike Nations at this Time in Being, are the mof
ignorant ; of which the Seythians, Parthians, and i
great Tamerlane, may ferve for {ufficient Proof. Wia
the Goths over-ran Greece, the only Thing that prefem!
all the Libraries from the Fire, was, that {ome om
poflefs’d them with an Opinion, that they were to leag
this kind of Furniture entire io the Enemy, as beiy
moft proper to divert them from the Exercife of Amy
and to fix them to a lazy and fedentary Life. Whenox
King Charles the Eighth, almoft without ftriking a Blow,
faw himfelf poffefs’d of the Kingdom of Nap/es, ands
confiderable Part of Zufcany, the Nobility about himat
tributed this unexpeted Facility of Conqueft to thi
that the Princes and Nebles of Z2/y more ftudied to
der themfelves ingenious and learned, than vigorousau |
warlike,

Of the Education of Children, To Madam D
na of Foix, Countefs of Gurfon.

Never yet faw that Father, but, let his Son be never
decrepid or deform’d, would notwithftanding own hin
Neverthelefs, if he were not totally befotted, and blinde |
with his paternal Affection, that he did not well enoug!
difeern his Defects : Notwithftanding all Defaults, be¥
ftill his. Juft fo do I, I {ee better than any other, thatd}
I}vrite are but the idle Whimfies of 2 Man that has onff |
nibbled upon the outward Cruft of Science in his Nonagh
and only retain’d a general and formlefs Image of then,
whohas gota little Snatch of every Thing, and nothing#
the wl_mIe a la mode de France 5 For I know in general, el
there is fucha Thing as Phyfick, a Knowledge in the La#
four Parts in Mathematicks, and, in Part, what all thffﬂ
ain
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