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154 MonTarcnE’s Effays,

the Tarks, a People equally inclin’d to the Eftimation o
Arms, and the Contempt of Letters. I find Rome yu
more valiant before fhe grew fo learned ; and the mof
warlike Nations at this Time in Being, are the mof
ignorant ; of which the Seythians, Parthians, and i
great Tamerlane, may ferve for {ufficient Proof. Wia
the Goths over-ran Greece, the only Thing that prefem!
all the Libraries from the Fire, was, that {ome om
poflefs’d them with an Opinion, that they were to leag
this kind of Furniture entire io the Enemy, as beiy
moft proper to divert them from the Exercife of Amy
and to fix them to a lazy and fedentary Life. Whenox
King Charles the Eighth, almoft without ftriking a Blow,
faw himfelf poffefs’d of the Kingdom of Nap/es, ands
confiderable Part of Zufcany, the Nobility about himat
tributed this unexpeted Facility of Conqueft to thi
that the Princes and Nebles of Z2/y more ftudied to
der themfelves ingenious and learned, than vigorousau |
warlike,

Of the Education of Children, To Madam D
na of Foix, Countefs of Gurfon.

Never yet faw that Father, but, let his Son be never
decrepid or deform’d, would notwithftanding own hin
Neverthelefs, if he were not totally befotted, and blinde |
with his paternal Affection, that he did not well enoug!
difeern his Defects : Notwithftanding all Defaults, be¥
ftill his. Juft fo do I, I {ee better than any other, thatd}
I}vrite are but the idle Whimfies of 2 Man that has onff |
nibbled upon the outward Cruft of Science in his Nonagh
and only retain’d a general and formlefs Image of then,
whohas gota little Snatch of every Thing, and nothing#
the wl_mIe a la mode de France 5 For I know in general, el
there is fucha Thing as Phyfick, a Knowledge in the La#
four Parts in Mathematicks, and, in Part, what all thffﬂ
ain
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Of the Edutation of Children. 155

4im and point at ; and peradventure I yet know farther,
what Sciences in general pretend unto, in order to the Ser-
vices of human Life ; but to dive farther than that, and to
have cudgell'd my Brains in the Study of 4riflatle, the Mao-
narchof all modetn Learning ; or particularly addi€ted my-
{elf to any one Science, I have never done its neither is
there any one Art of which I am able to draw the firf Line-
aments and dead Colour ; infomuch that there is not 2 Boy
of the loweft Form in a School, that may not pretend to be
wifer than I, whoam not able to pofe him in his firft Lef-
fon, which, if Tam at any Time forc'd upon; I am neceffi-
tated in my own Defence to afk him fome univer{al Quefti-
ons, fuch as may ferve to try kis natural Underftanding ; a
Leflon as ftrange and unknown to him, as his is to me. I
never ferioufly fetiled myfelf to the Reading of any Boek
of folid Learning; but Plutarch and Sencca 3 and thiere, like
the Danaides, 1 eternally fill, and itas conftantly runs out ;
fomething of which drops upon this Paper, but very little
or nothing ftays behind. Hiftory is my Delight, as to Mat-
ter of Reading, or elfe Poetry, for whichI have, I confefs
a particular Kindnefs and Efteem : -For, as Cleanthes {aid,
45 the Voice, forc’d through the narrow Paflage of a Trum-
pet, comes out more forceable and fhrill ; fo, methinks, a
Sentence, couch’d in the Harmony of Verfe, darts more
brifkly upon the Underftanding, and firikes both my Ear

and Apprebenfion with 2 fmarter and more pleafing Power.

As to the natural Parts I have, of which this is the Effay, I -

find them to bow under the Burthen ; my Fancy and Judg-
Ment do but grope in the Dark, trip and ftomblein their

2y, and whenl have gone as far as T can, [ difcover &ili
a new and greater Extent of Land before me, but with tron-
bled and imperfet Sight, and wrapt up in Clouds; that Tam
notable to penetrate,  And ta king upan me to write indifs
ferently” of whatever comes into my Head, and therein
making Ufe of nothing but my own proper and nataral
Forceand Ammunition, if ] happen’d, as I often do," acei-
dentally to meet in any good Author, the fame Heads and

- ~ -
tommon-Places upon which I have attermnted to wrlte, (as’
Ldid but a little before in Plutercs’s Dilcourk f the Fores

Y Inagination) to fee myfelf {o weak and fo forlom, fo

¥avy and fo flat, in Comparifen of thofe better Writers, &

Abance pity and defpife myfelf. Yet do T faticrand pleafe
T
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156 MoNTAIGNE’s Effays,

myfelf with this, that my Opinions have often the Hoto
and good Fortune to jump with theirs, and that I followin |
the {ame Paths, though at a very great Diftance; I am far
ther fatisfied to find, thatI have a Quality, which ever|
one is not bleft withal, which 1s, to difcern the vait Difier
ence betwixt them and me ; and notwithftanding all tha;
{uffer my own Inventions, low and contemptible as thj
are, to runon in their Career, without mending or plaifter
ing up the Defefts that this Comparifon has laid opent}
my ownView; and in plain Truth, a Man had need ofs
#ood ftrong Back to keep Pace with thefe People. Their
difcreet Scribblers of our T'imes, who amongft their labor:
ous Nothings, infert whole Se€ions, Paragraphs, and Page;
out of ancient Authors, with a Defign by that Means toll
luftrate their own Writings, do quite contrary ; for thisit
finite Diflimilitude of Ornaments renders the Complexion
of their own Compofitions fo pale, fallow, and deform,
that they lofe much more than they get. T'he Philofopher
Chryfippus and Epicuras, were, in this, of two quite contrf
Humours ; for the firft did not only in his Books mix{
Paflages and Sayings of other Authors, but entire Piect; §
and in one the whole Medea of Earipides ; which gave 4y
loderus Occafion to {ay, Thatihould a Man pick out of his
Writings all that was none of his, he would leave him o
thing but blank Paper: Whereas the latter, quite contrar
in three hundred Volumes that he left behind him, hasm
fo much as one Quotation. I happened the other Day w |
on -this Piece of Fortune; I was reading a Frenct Book,
where after I had a Jong Time run dreaming over a g
many Words, fo dull, fo infipid, fo void of all Wit, @
common Senfe, that indeed they were only Words; aitt
a long and tedious Travel, I came at laft to meet with
Piece that was lofty, rich, and elevated to the very Cloud; |
of which, had I found either the Declivity eafy, o té |
Alcent accefible, there had been fome Excufe ; butitws
{o perpendiculara Precipice, and fo wholly cut off from ¥
reft of the Work, that by the firft Words I found m}'[‘:],[:
flying into the other World, and from thence difcove:t
theVale from whence I came fo deep and low, thatli#
never fince the Heart to defcend into it any more. i
fhould et out my Difcourfes with fuch rich Spoilsas thef
the Plagiary would be too manifeft in his own Defedts ot

I fhouts
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Of the Education of Children. 157

I fhould too much difcover the Imperfedtion of my own
Writing. To reprehend the Fault in others, that I am guil-
ty of myfelf, appears to me no more unreafonable, than to
condemn, as I often do, thofe of others in myfelf. They are
to be every where reprov’d, and ought to have no San€tuary
allow'd them. I know very well how imprudently I my-
{elf at every Turn attempt to equal myfelf to my Thefts,
and to make my Stile go Hand in Hand with them, not
without a temerarious Hope of deceiving the Eyes of my
Reader from difcerning the Difference ; but withal, it is as
much by the Benefit of my Application, that I hope todo
1t, as by that of my Invention, or any Force of my own.
Befides, I do not offer to contend with the whole Body of
thefe Champions, nor Hand to Hand with any one of
them, °tis only by Slights and little light Skirmithes that I
engage them ; I do not grapple with them, but try their
Strength only, and never engage fo far as I make a
Shew to do; and if I could hold them in Play, I were a
brave Fellow ; for I never attack them, but where they are
moft finewy and ftrong. To cover a Man’s felf (as I have
feen fome do) with another Man’s Arms, fo as not to difco-
ver fo much as their Fingers Ends; to carry on a Defign (as
it1s not hard for a Man that has any Thing of a Scholar in
him, in an_ordinary Subject to do) under old Inventions,
patcht up here and there with his own Trumpery: And
then to endeavour to conceal the Theft, and to make it pafs
for his own, is firft Injuftice, and Meannefs of Spirit in
whoever does it, who having nothing in them of their
own fit to procure them a Reputation, endeavour to do it
by attempting to impofe Things upon the World in their
own Name, which they have really no Manner of Title
t0; and then a ridiculous Folly to content themfelves with
acquiring the ignorant Approbation of theVulgar by fuch
a pitiful Cheat, at the Price, at the fame Time, of difcover-
ing their Infufficiency to Men of Underftanding, who will
foon fiell out, and trace them in thofe borrow’d Allégories,
and from whom alone they are to expett a legitimate Ap-
plaufe, For my own Part, there is nothing I would not
looner do than that, neither have I faid {fo much of others,
but to get a better Opportunity to excufe myfelf: Neither
Inthisdo Iin the leaft Glance at the Compol::rs of Canto’s,
Who declare themfelves for fuch ; of which Sortof Writers,

M 3 I have
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158 Monraiene’s Effays,

I have in my Time known many very ingenious, and hap
their ﬁ.n'lfjodmfx invery great E fteem, and particularlyone, |
under ]m Name of Capifulns, befides the Ancients. Thek
are really Men of Wit, and that malke it appear they arefs, #
both by that and other Ways of Writing ; as for Examph, |
Lipfaus, in that learned and laborious Contexture of hisPe |
liticks. But, be it how it will, and how inconfiderable lo-
ever thefe Effays of mine may be, I will ingenuoufly confei.,
I never inten dv::_ to conceal them, no more than my ol
bald grifled Piture before them, where the Graver ha
not pietcrten _*-_.*m:. with a perfett Face, but the Refemblanc
of mine. And thefe alfo are but my own pamcular Opini:
ons and Fancies, and I deliver them for no other, butonl
whatI myfelf believe, and not for what is really to be be.
lievid. Neither have I any ot her End in IhlgV\flltiT" bu
only to difcover myfelf, who alfo fhall peradventure beae
other Thing To-morrow, if I chance to meet any Bookd!
Friend, to u)n';m"— m i the miean Time. I have nodw
thority to be believ’d, neither do I defire it, being too cot
{cious of my own Ineru L.m'.; to be able to inftruct othes |
A Friend of mine then, having read the precedent Chap
ter the other Day, told me, that "1 fhould have infiftedalt
tle longer upon the Education of Children ; and have e
tended my Difcourfe upon fo neceffary a Point: Whid
how fit I am to do, let my Friends flatter me if they Pliu g
¥ have in the mean Time no fuch Opinion of my own
Yent, s to promife myfelf any very gooc¢ d Succels from any
Endeaveur ; but (Madam) were my Abilities equal to th |
Subjeét, I could not poflibly employ them better than it
prefenting my beft Inftruions to the little Gentlemay,
whofe hap py Birth you fhortly expe&, and your Friendsat
m daily I nopeb of 3 fc., Magdam, you are 00 generos @
begin otherwife u‘.'m with a Male': Having g had fo greatd
Hand in your Marriage, I have a ‘wr of particular rhg
and Ir' ereftinthe (3:~c?£:n¢f'~= and Profperity of F the Iflue thit
thall proceed fron n it les, as vou Kave been {olonght
De‘r{'ﬁmon of the E“f=rf: of my ¥ .’-11:1-;. and Services, 1 a

1
Avan-

oblig’d to defire and contribute to the Honour and Advas
fage of every Thing thatconcerns you. But, in Truts, &
I underfta ’1'1‘ as to that Particalar, is only this, thatt®
greatelt and moft important Difficulty of human Sciencel
the Lulu.'-..-u;a.::] of \fh'l\i. en, For as in Agriculture, t%
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Of .the Education of Children. 159

Hufbandry that is to ‘precede Planting, as alfo planting it-
{elf, is certain, plein, eafy, and very well known; but af-
ter that which is planted comes to take Root, tofpread, and
fhoot up, there is a great deal more to be done, morejArt
to be us’d, more Care to be taken, and much more Diffi-
culty to cultivate and bring it to Perfe&ion: So it is with
Men; it is no hard Matter to get Children ; but after they
are born, then begins the Trouble, Solicitade and Care,
virtuoufly to train, principle, and bring them up. The
Symptoms of their Inclinations in that young and tender

“Ageare {o obfcure, and the Promifes fo uncertain and falla-

cious, that it is very hard to eftablifh any folid Judgment
or Conjeéture upon them. As Simon, for Example, and
Themiftocles, and a thoufand others, who have very much
deceiv'd the little Expectation the World had of them ;
Bears Cube, and Bitches Puppies, do truly, and indeed
difcover their natural Inclination ; but Men, {o foon as ever
Erown up, immediately applying themf{elves to certain Ha-
its, engaging themfelvesin certain Opinions, and conform-

ing themielves to particular Laws and Cuftoms, do eafily
change, or at leaft difguife their true and real Difpofition.
And yet it is hard to force the Propenfity of Nature ;
whence it comes to pafs, that for not having chofen the
right Courfe, 2 Man often takes very great Pains, and con-
fumes great Part of his Age in training up Children to
Things, for which, by their natural Averfion, they are to-
tally anfit. Inthis Difficulty, neverthelefs, I am clearly of
Opinion, that they ought to be elemented in the beft and
moft advantageous Studies, without taking too much Notice
of, or being too fuperftitious in thofe light Prognofticks they
give of themfelvesin their tender Years ; to which Plato, in
his Republick, gives, methinks, too much Authority. But,
ﬁi’a_a'm:;, Science is doubtlefs a very great Ornament, and a
Thing of marvellous Ufe, efpecially in Perfons rais’d to
that Degree of Fortune in what you are placed ; and in
Truth, in Perfons of mean and low Condition, cannot per-
orm it’s true and genuine Office, being naturally more
Prompt to aflift in the Condut of War, in the Government
of Armies and Provinces, and in negotiating the Leagues
and Friendthips of Princes and farc:ign Nations, than in
forming a Syliogifm in Logick, in pleading a Procefs in Law
Or in preferibing a Dofe of Pills in Pbyfick, Wherefore,
M 4 Madarm,




160 Monraicwg’s Effays.

MMadam, believing you will not omit this fo neceffary Em-
bellifhment in the Education of your Pofterity, yourel
having tafted the Fuits of it, and being of a learned Ex
traction (for we yet have the Writings of the ancient Counts
of Foix, from whom my Lord your Hufband, and yourfelf
are both of you defcended, and Monfieur de Candale, you
Uncle, does every Day oblige the World with others, whidh
will extend the Knowledge of this Quality in your Family
to many fucceeding Ages) I will, upon this Occafion, pre-
fume to acquaint your Ladyfhip with one particular Fancy
of my own, contrary to the common Method, which like:
wife is all 1am able to contribute to your Service in thi
Aftair. The Charge of the Tutor or Governor you fhal
pravide for your Son, upon the Choice of whom depends
the whole Succefs of his Education, has feveral other great
and confiderable Parts and Duties requir'd in fo important
a Truft, befides thatof which I am about to {peak, which
however I thall not mention, as being unable to add any
Thing of Moment to the common Rules, that every o
who 15 qualified fora Governor is perfect in: And alfoin |
this, wherein I take upon me to advife, he may follow it
fo far only as it fhall appear rational and conducing to tae
End, at which he aims and intends,

For a Boy of Quality then, who pretends to Letters nt
upon the Account of Profit, (for fo mean an Object as that
15 unworthy of the Grace and Favour of the Mufes; and
moreover, in thata Man direCs his Service to, and pro- |
feifes o depend upon others) nor fo much for outward Or
nament, as for his own proper and peculiar Ufe, and 10
furnith and enrich himfelf within, having rather a Delitt
Lo go out an accomplifhed Cavalier, and a fine Gentleman,
than a mere Scholar and a learned Man ; for {fuch a ong
I{ay, I would alfo have his Friends folicitous to find him ot
a Tuator, who has rather an clegant than a learned Head
and Loth, if fuch a Perfon can be found ; but however, 0
prefer his Manners and ‘his Judgment before his Reading
and that this Ma

s

in thould puifue the Exercife of his Charge |
after a new Method. *Tis the Cufton of School-Malters

ly thundring in their Pupils Ears, as thef
into a Funnel, whilft their Bufinefs is only

to be eternz
WEre pourin
10 répeat what the other have {aid before : Now, I would
RBave a 'Tutor ta chrreft s : - ~ }" [er
eyt a lutor o correct thus Errop, and that at the very

firlt
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Eme [ firft, he thould according to the Capacity he has to deal
irfelf with, put it to the Teft, permitting his Pupil himfelf to
{Ex | tafte and relith Things, and of himfelf to choofe and

ounts £ difcern them, fometimes opening the Way to him, and
afelf £ {ometimes making him to break the Ice himfelf; that is,
yor £ Iwould not have him alone to invent and fpeak, but that
vhich & he fhould alfo hear his Pupil fpeak in Turn. Secrates, and
miy & fince him Areefilaus, made firft their Scholars {peak, and
pre- | then fpoke to them. Obefl plerumque iis qui difcere volunt,
‘angy i authoritas eorum qui docent ® 5 The Authority of thefe awho
like- teach, 75 wvery oft an Impediment to thofe awho defire to
1 this karn, It is good to make him like a young Horfe trot
all before him, that he may judge of his going, and how much
yends he is to abate of his own Speed, to accommodate himfelf to
grezt the Vigour and Capacity of the other. For Want of which
et £ doe Proportion, we {poil all ;- which alfo to know how
rhich to adjult, and to keep within an exa& and due Mea-
lagp ¢ fuwre, is one of the hardeft Things I know in the educating
1 ane Youth, and an Effett of a judicious and well tempered
foin | Soul, to know how to condefcend to his Puerile Motions,
wit f  and to govern and direct them. I walk firmer and more
othe | fecore up Hill than down, and fuch as according to our
¢ ctommon Way of Teaching undertake, with one and the

st £ fame Leffon, and the fame Meafure of Direftion, to in-
hat | ftra& feveral Boys of fo differing and unequal Capacities,
and | are infinitely miftaken in their Method ; and at this Rate,
pro- | ‘tis no Wonder, if in a Multitude of Scholars, there are
{0z §  Rot found above two or three who bring away any good
d ol Account of their Time and Difcipline, Let the Mafter
Jefire | not only examine him about the grammatical Conftruétion

man, | of the bare Words of his Leffon, but of the Senfe and

omty | Meaning of them, and let him judge of the Profit he has
pot £ Made, not by the Teftimony of his Memory, but by that of
feady §  Dis Underftanding. Let him make him put what he hath
o1, 10 | learned into an hundred feveral Forms, and accommodate
Jings | it to {o many feveral Subjeéls, to fee if he yet rightly com-
arge | rr5111§nd it, and had made it his own ; taking Infiruttion
ftersy | by his Progrefs from the Inftitutions of Plato. *Tis'a Sign
they | of Crudity and Indigeftion to vomit up what we eat in the
only |

.-'OU]d I

very | * Cic. de Nat. Deor. 1. 1.
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162 MonTalene’s Effays,

{ame Condition it was {wallowed down, and the Stom
has not performed it’s Office, unlefs it hath altered the
and Condition of what was committed to it to concoft: |
our Minds work only upon Truit, being bound and ¢}
peI'Ld to follow the Appetite of another's F: ancy, enfla|
‘and captivated under the Authority of another’s Inftrufia)
we have been fo {fubjeéled to the Tramel, that we haves|
free nor natural Pace of our own, our own Vigour
Liberty is extinct and gone.  Numguam tutele fue fun
They are never in 3Var¢j&’“;f, and newver Ileft to their @
Tustion. 1 was privately at Pifa carried to fee aw
honeft Man bnt {o great an 4r; iflotelian, that his moftuld
Thefisw ;3.5, That the ;mmﬁy ¢ mdéruqre of all folid I
gination, and ,_Tf the Truth, avas an (zf';-f); ute ("'Mjur.urn'“.-
Ariftotle’s Deoftrine 5 and that all befides awas nothing bt I
nity and Chimzra; for that be f.’wm.’ feen all, and ffmt' |
A Polfition, that for having been a little too injurionflys}
mal rcml.uv interpreted, brought him firft into, and afif
ept him in great '1 wub‘c in the Inqmﬁt;ﬂfé'
- him, make “]m examine, and thomnt‘fnl'rf
¥ L'3'5r1}_' ‘-'t,f.-t{aj and lodge nothing in his ]anm ups
wple Authority, and upon Truft.  Ariflorle’s P.rmc:].“
1 then be no more Prmcw es to him, than thofe G”

curus and the Stoicks: Only 3& this Dwtfh ty of Cpl:lﬁ
be propounded to, and la'f- before him, he will himis
choofe, if he be able; if not, he will remain in doubh §

d‘\‘h

wards long

Che non menche Japer dubiar m' agorada <.
I love fometimes to doubt, as well as know.

For if he embrace the Ol}inions of Arr:rpzl on and Pﬁir-u
by maintaining them, t.wf will no more be theirs &

hu:mm, his own. Who follows another, follows nothitg
Non fan |

finds nothing, nay is inquifitive after nothing,
= knot;

that he knows. It will be neceffary that he imbibe
their Knowledge, not that he be corrapted \»101 their P
p 3 and no matter 1f he fi crgets where he had his LC‘?m

provided he knows how to apply it to his own Ule;

and Reafon are common to every one, apd aref®
S

et et e i g A e——

* Sen. Ep. 33 + Dante inferna, Canto 1%
: ; ity
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Of the Education of Children. 163

more his who fpoke them firft, than his who fpake them
after. "Tis no more 1cc0rd1nsr to Plato, than according to
me, fince both he and 1 equally {ee and underitand them.
Bees cull their feveral Sweets from this Flower, and that
Bloffom, here and there where they find them, but them-
felves after make the Honey, which is all, and purely
their own, and no more Thime and M.ﬂ-’m-:xm + So the
feveral Frdgmcnts he borrows from others, he will tranf:

L=

_ form and fhuffle together to mmlec, a Work that thall be

abfolutely his own ; that is to fay, his Judgment, his
Infiruétion, Labour, and Study, tend to nothing elfe but
to incline, and make him capable fo to do. He is not
obliged to difcover whence he had his Ammunition, but
omy to produce what he has himfelf compo{'ed Men

that live upon Rapine, and barmwmg, expofe their Pur~
chafes and Buildings to every one’s Knowledge and View ;
but do not proclaim how they came by the Morev We
do not fee the Fees and Perquifites belonging to the Func-
tion and Offices of a Gentleman of the long Robe; but
we fee the noble Alliances wherewith he fortifies himfelf
and his Family, and the Titles and Honours he has ob-
tained for him and his. No Man divolges his Revenue 3
oratleaft which Way it comes in; but every one publ.{hes
his Purchafes, and is content the World {hould know his
good Condition. The Advantages of our otu( y are to be<
come better and wifer. *Tis ({"lys Epicharmus) the Under=
fianding that fees and hears, ’tis the Underftanding that
improves every thing, that orders every thing, and that
alls, rules, and reins : All other Faculties are blind and

deaf, and without Soul ; and ce 1t1m;}f, we render it timo- .

rousand fervile, in not '1110\1-’1110 it the Liberty and Privilege
m do any thing of itfelf. Who ever afked his Pupil wha at
he thouwht of Grammar and Rhetorick, or of fuch and
fuch 2 t:f-ntence of Cicero? Our Mafters dart and flick
r}lum full feathered in our Memories, and there eftablifh
them like Oracles, of which the very Letters and Syllables
are of the Subftance of the Thing. To know by rote, is
no Knowledge, and fignifies no more but only to retain
whatone ih.s imtrufted to his Me mory. That which a Man
rightly knows and underftands, he is the free Difpofer of at
bisown full Liberty, without anyRegard to the Author from
whence he had it, or fumblin ¢ over the Leaves of his Book.

A mere
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A mere bookith Learning is both troublefom and angrat
ful; and though it may ferve for fome Kind of Ornamen|
5 i Dl there is yetno Foundation for anySupe:
{tructure to be built upon it, accordiy|
to the Opinion of Plara, who fays, thi|
Conitancy, Faith, and Sincerity, @
the true Philofophy, and the other Sciences, that aref
rected to other Ends, to be adulterate and falfe, I col}
with, “that Paluel or Pompey, the two famous Dancing |
Mafters of my Time, could have taught us to cut Cape
by only {eeing them do it, witheut ftirring from our Pla
as thefe Men pretend to inform the Underitandings, witk
out ever fetting them to work ; or that we could leams|
ride, handle a Pike, touch a Lute, or fing, without
Trouble of Praétice, as thefe attempt to make us judge, a
fpeak well, without exercifing us in Judging and Speakisg
Now in this Initiation of our Studies, and in the Progrei
of them, whatfoever prefents itfelf -before us, is Book it |
ficient: An arch or waggith Trick of a Page, a fottifh M
ftake of a Servant, ora Jeft at the T'able, are fo many néi
Subjects.  And for this very Reafon, Converfation wil
Men is of very great Ufe, and T'ravel into foreign Countrid
of fipgular Advantage; not to bring back (as moft of ot |
young Monfieurs do) an Account only of how many P
Santa Rotonda is in Circuit ; or of the Richnefs of Signrs |
Livia’s Attire; or, as fome others, how much Nerd's Fac
in a Statue in {uch an old Ruin, is longer and broader tha |
that made for him at fuch another Place : But to be abk |
chiefly to give an Account of the Humours, IMannes
Cuftoms and Laws of thofe Nations where he has bea
And, that we may whet and fharpen our Wits, by b |
bing them upon thofe of others, I would that a Boy flotk
be fentabroad very young (and principally to kill twoBird |
with one Stone) into thofe neighbouring Nations whot §
Language is moft differing from our own, and to whic |
it it be not formed betimes, the Tongue will be grownlo |
f1iff to bend. And alfo *tis the general Opinion of all, t
a Child fhould not be brought up in his Mother’s Lap. Me
thers are too tender, and their natural Affection is apt®
make the moft difcreet of the:m all fo over-fond, th:Ltlbf}'
her find in theirHearts to give them due Cosrectio?
for the Faults the nmit, nor fuffer them to be brosght

iy 1
up

bofopby is, accord-
#ng to Plato.
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up in thofe I—Im-di’hips;nd {Inzards theyﬁ)ught to be. They
would not endure to fee them return a ; 7
Duft and Sweat from their Exercife, to Fomdnels of Mo-
drink cold Drink when they are hot,
nor fee them mount an unruly Horfe,
nor take a File in Hand againft a rude Fencer, or fo much
as to difcharge a Carbine : And yet there is no Remedy 3
whoever will breed a Boy to be good for any Thing when
he comes to be a Man, muft by no Means fpare him, even
when fo young, and muft very often tranfgrefs the Rules
of Phyfick ¢

Vitamque fub dio, &5 trepides agat
In rebus *.

He muft tharp Cold and fcorching Heat defpife,
And moft tempt Danger, where moft Danger lyes.

thers pernicious to
Education.

Itis notenough to fortify his Soul, you are alfo to make
hisSinews ftrong ; for the Soul will be oppreft, if not affifted
by the Members, and would have too hard a Tafk to dif-
charge two Offices alone.  I'know very well, to my Coft,
how much mine groans under the Burthen, forbeing ac-
tommodated with a Body fo tender and indifpofed, as eter-
nally leans and prefles upon her; and often in my Reading
perceive, that our Mafters, in their Writings, make Ex-
amples pafs for Magnanimity and Fortitude of Mind,which
really is rather Toughnefs of Skin and Hardnefs of Bones ;
for I have feen Men, Women, and Children, naturaily
born of {o hard and infenfible a Conftitution of Body, that
ai‘m_mu’ Cudgelling has been lefs to them, than a Flirt with
2 Finger would have been to me, and that would neither
ery out, wince, nor quitch for a good fwinging Beating ;
fr}d whenWreftlers counterfeit thePhilofophers in Patience,
tisrather Strength of Nerves than Stoutnefs of Heart. Now
to be inured to undergo Labour, is to be accuftomed to en-
dﬂlll'_ﬁ Grief.  Labor callum obducit dolori : Labour fupplies
Grief with a certain Callus, that defends it from the Blow. A
Boy 1 to be inured to the Toil and Vehemency of Exercife,
to train him up to the Pain and Suffering of Diflocations,
Colicks, Cauteries, and even Imprifonment, and the Rack

e ——

¥ ' ;
* Horat. I 1. Ode 2. A+ Cicero Tufe, 1. 2.
itfelf,
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itfelf, for he may come, by Misfortune, to be reduced i
worlt of thefe, which (as thisWerld goes) is fometimesi
fli€ted on the Good, as well as the Bad. As for Proof, 1/
our prefent Civil War,whoever draws his Sword againfilh
Laws, threatens all honeft Men with the Whip and the i}
ter. And moreover, by living at home, the Authoriyl
this Governor, which ought to be {overeign over the Boyk|
has received into his Charge, is often check’d, interrupi |
and hindred by the Prefence of Parents; to whichm!
alfo be added, that the Refpeét the whole Family paylis|
as their Maiter’s Son, and the Knowledge he has of
Eftate and Greatnefs he is heir to, are, in my Opinion, i
imall Inconveniencies in thefe tender Years, ‘And yet e}
in this converfing with Men I fpoke of but now, [ |
obferved this Vice, That inftead of gathering Obfervaiis
from others, we make it our whole Bufinefs to lay ourkl
open to them, and are more concerned how to expofea
fet out our own Commodities, than how to encresfen
Stock by acquiring new. Silence therefore and Mok
are very advantageous Qualities in Converfation : And o
fhould therefore train up this Boy to be {paring, and a g}
Hufband of hjs Talent of Underftanding, when onge#
quired ; and to forbear taking Exceptions at, or reprofii
every idle Saying, or ridiculous Story, {poke or told in |
Prefence ; for it is a Rudenefs to controvert every That |
that is not agreeable to our own Palate, Let him befit |
fied with corre@ting himfelf, and not feem to condest
every Thing in another he would not do himfelf, nordit |
pute againft common Cuoftoms. Let him be wife witho
Arrogancy, without Envy, Let him avoid thefe vainad

uncivi] Images of Authority, this childifh Ambition ¢ |
Coveting to appear better bred and more accom plithed thas |

he really will by {uch Carriage difcover himfelf to be, at

as if Opportunities of interrupting and reprehending W |
not to be omitted, to defire from thence to derive theRe |

putation of i'mncching more than ordinary ; for, it bee |

comes none but great Poets to make Ufe of the poetic
Licence, allowed only to thofe of celebrated Art; it isall
intolerable, thatany but Men of great and i11aftrions Sod
fhould be priviledged zbove the Authority of Cuftom; ¥

e
v

ouid Socrates, &5 Ariflivpus contra morem, €5 confuetud
25 . ~ Al x v 1 b
Jecerunt, iden fibi ne arbitraiur licere ; magis enim s Y
Jeinti

v
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dicinis bonis hanc licentiam affequebantur®, If Socrates and
Ariftippus hawe tranfgreffed the Raules of Cuflom, let Lim
not imagine that be. is licenfed fo do the fame 3 for it was by
reat and fovereign Virtues that they abtained this Privvi-
bdge. Let him be inftructed not to engagc in Difcourfe,
or difpute but with a Champion worthy of him, and even
there, not to make Ufe of all the little Fallacies and Subtle-
ties that are pat for his Purpofe; but only {uch asmay beft
ferve him upon that Occafion. Let him be taught to be
carious in the Ele&tion and Choice of his Reafons, to abo-
minate Impertinence, and confequently, to aftect Brevity ;
but above all, let him be leffoned toacquiefce and fubmit to
Truth as foon as ever he fhall difcover it, whether in his
Opponent’s Argument, or upon better Confideration of his
own; for he fhall never be preferred to the Chair for g
mere Clatter of Words and Syllogi{ms, and is no farther
engaged to any Argument whatever, than as he thall in his
own Judgment approve it : Nor yet is Arguing a Trade,
where the Liberty of Recantation, and getting off upon
better Thoughts are to be {old for ready Money. Negue ut
tmzia, que prefiripta & imperata fint, defendat, neceffitate
ulla wgé:’ur ;L » Neither isithere any Né:(ﬁ{y ar Oﬁf{ga!ia::
upon bim at all, that be flould defend all Things that are

tecommended to and enpoined bim. 1f his Governor be of
myHumour, he will form his Will to be avery good and
loyal Subje& to his Prince, very affe@ionate to his Perfon,
and very ftout in his Quarrel ; but withal, he will cool in
him the Defire of having any other Tie to his Service,
than merely a publick Duty 3 becaufe, befides feveral other
Inconveniencies, that are very inconfiftent with the honeft
Liberty every honeft Man oughtto have, a Man’s Judgment
being bribed and pre-poflefled by thefe particular Obliga-
tions and Favours, is either blinded and lefs free to exercife
its Funétion, or fhall be blemifhed either with Ingratitude
or Indifcretion. A Man that js purely a
Courtier, can neither have Power nor Wit
: to {peak or think otherwife than favoura-
bly and well of a Mafter, who, amongft {fo many Millions
of other Subjeéts has pick’d out him with his own Hand to

Dfpendmrce up-

o Princes,

—

* Cic. de Offic. 1. + Cic. dead. I 4.
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nourifh and advance him. This Favour, and the P
flowing from it, muft needs, and not without {ome She]
Reafon, corrupt his Underftanding, and deprive him of tf
Freedom of Speaking : And alfo we commonly fee tid
People {peak in another Kind of Phrafe than is ordini
Tpoken by others of the fame Nation, though what theyf
in that courtly Language, is not much to be beliewd
fuch Cafes. - Let his Confeience and Virtue be eminety
manifeft in his Speaking, and have only Reafon for il
Guide. = Make him underftand, that to acknowledgeit]
Error he fhould difcover in his own Argument, thougha|
found out by himfelf, is an Effe& of Judgment and Stacert
which are the principal Things he is to feek after. T
Obftinacy and Contention are common Qualities, né
appearing i and beft becoming a mean and illiterateSe|
That to recollet; and to corre@ himfelf, and to forfl
an unjuft Argument in the Height and Heat of Dift
are great and philofophical Qualities. Let him be#
vifed, being in Company, to have hisEye and Earinen
Corner of the Room; for I find that the Places of greatd|
Honour are commonly poffeft by Men that have k]
in them, and that the greateft Fortunes are not alii|
accompanied with the ableft Parts. 1 have been prefe}
when, whilftthey at the upper End of the Chamber bar
been only commending the Beauty of the 4rras, of Ik}
Flavour of the Wine, many Things that have been ¥|
finely faid, have been loft and thrown away at the loi|
End of the Table. Let him examine every Man’s Tale}
a Peafant, a Bricklayer, or a Paffenger ; a Man may let|
fomething from every one of thefe in their feveral Capst}
ties, and {omething will be picked out of their Difcomt]
whereof fomeUfe may be made at one time’or another; i
even the Folly and Impertinence of others will contributel!
his Infiration. By obferving the Graces and Fafhions?|
all he fees, he will create to himfelf an Emulation Of i
Good, and a Contempt of the Bad. Let an honeft Curioff|
be fuggefted to his Fancy of being inquifitive after e¥l) |
thing, and whatever there is of fingular and rare near the
Place where he thall refide, let him go and feeit; a fur
Houfe, a delicate Fountain, an eminent Man, the Pt
where a Battle has been anciently fought, and the Paflag
of Cz/far and Charlemain. 3 o
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Que Tellus fit lenta gelu, que putris ab afiu;

Ventus in Italiam quis bene wvela ferat *.

What Countries to the Bear objetted lye,
What with the Dog-ftar Heats are parch’d and dty;
And what Wind faireft ferves for Iftaly.

Let him. enquire into the Manners, Revenues, and
Alliances of - Princes; Things in themfelves very pleafant
tolearn, and:very-ufeful to know. In thus converfing with
Men, I mean; and: principally, thofe who only live in the
Records of ‘Hiftory ; he fhall, by Reading thofe Books,
converfe with thofe greatand heroick Souls of former and
better Ages. . *Tis an idle and vain Study, I confefs; -to
thofe whomake it {o; by doing it after anegligent Manner,
but to.thofe who do:it with Care and Ob{ervation, ’tis a
Study of ineftimable Fruit and Value; and the only one,
8 Plato reports, the Lacedemonians veferved to themielves.
What Profit ‘fhall he 'not reap as to -the Bufinefs of Men,
by Reading the Lives of Plutarech? But withal, let my
Governor remember to what End his Inftructions are
principally direted, and that he do not fo much imprint
i his Pupil’s Memory the Date of the Ruin of -Cars
thage, as the Manners of Hannibal and Scipios nor. fo
much where Marcelius died, as why it was unworthy of
his Duty that he 'died there. ‘That he do not teach him
fo-much the narrative Part, as the Bufinefs of Hiftory.
The Reading of which, in my Opinion, is a Thing which
of all others we apply ourfelves untowith the moft differing
an}i uncertain Meafures. Ihave read an hundred Things in
Livy, that another has not, or not taken Netice of at leaft;
and Plutarch has read ‘an hundred more than ever I could
find, or. than: peradventure that Author ever writ. To
fome it s merely a Grammar-Study ; to others, the very
Anatomy of Philofophy ; by which the moft fecret and
abftrufe Parts of our human Nafure are penetrated into.

here are in Plutarch many long Difcourfes }very worthy
to be carefully read and obferved, for he is, in my Opinion,
gf all other, the greateft Mafter in that Kind of Writing 3

Utwithal, there are a thoufand others which he has only

—

;ff;ﬂpfﬂ b4 Eleg. 39-N + Elegy of Plutarch.
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touched and glanced upon, where he only points it
his Finger to dire& us which Way we may go if wewi|
and contents himfelf fometimes with only giving one brik|
Hit in the niceft Article of the Queftion, from whenc #}
are to grope out the reft 5 as for Example, where hefa
That the Inbabitants of Afia came to be Vajlals to one only i}
ot - hawing been able to pronounce one Syllable, whi
No. Which Saying of his gave perhapsMatter andOcs
fion to Boétius to write his Poluntary Servitude. - Eventls|
but to fee him pick out a light Aétion in a Man’s Life
a Word, that does not'{feem to be of any fiichTmportass|
is itfelf 'a whole Difcourfe. . *Tis to ouriPrejudice
Men of Undef{tanding fhould {6 immoderately affetiv|
vity ;- no Doubt but their Reputation: is the better by}
But in the mean Time we are. the worfe. - Plutarch il
zather 'we fhould applaud his Judgment, ‘than commél
his Knowledge, and had rather leave us with:an Appei
to read more, than ghutted with that we' have alre
read. He knew very welly that alMan may fay toomi
even upon the beft Subje@s, and that Alexandrids a
juftly ‘teproach him who made very elegant;:but too ]ulngi
Speeches to the Epbori, when he faid, O/Stronger!inf
fpeakeft the Things thou oughteft o fpeak, but ml afler )
Masnner thou fbouldeff fpeak them. Such-as have lean ﬂl?i
fpare Bodies; {tuft themfelves out with' Clothes; fo tuf |
who are defeQtive in Matter, endeavour to. make amet}
with Words. Human Underftanding is marvellouly &}
lightened by daily Converfation with Men, for we#|
otherwife of ourfelves fo ftupid 4s to-have our Sight lini|
to the Length of .our'own Nofes. - One afking Socratts]
what Country heé was, he did not make Anfwer, Of 48|
but, Of the World; thus he whofe Emagination was =
ter levelled could carry farther ; he embraced the wht
World for his Countty, and extended hjs Sociéty and Fre|
fhip to all Mankind ; not as we do, who look no firt¥|
than our Feet, When'the Vines of our Village are M|
with the Froft, the Parifh-Prieft prefently concludes ™|
the Indignation of God 'is gone out againft 2ll the hom#)
Race, ‘and that the Cannibals have already got th“?’%
Who is it, that feeing the bloody Havock of thefe C{T"i
Vars of ours, does not cry out, That the Mac¥|
of the World is near Diffolution, and that the Dy ®
I Judgme®
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wih® Judgment is at Hand ;' without confidering,  that many
il §  worfe Revolutions have been feen, and that, in the mean
+biik | *I’ime,.}’cople are very merry in a thoufand other Parts of
@wf theEarth forall this? For my Part, confidering the Licenfe
elpf  and Impunicy that always attend fuch Commotions, Tad-
bfe§  mise they are formoderate; and that there isno more Mif
whaf chiefdone.” To him: that feels the Hail ftones patter about
Quaf  hisEars, the whofe Hemifphere appears'to be in Storm-and
ndff  Tempett; ‘like ‘the ridiculous Sawsyard, who faid very
ifyef  gravely, That if that fimple King of France could have
taht  managed his Fortune as he thould have done, he might in
el Time have come to have been Steward of the HouThold to
&Bef theDuke his Mafter; The Fellow could not, in his fhals
byitt  low Imagination, conceive that there could be any ‘Thing
whif  greater than a Duke of Sawsy.  And, in Truth, we are
madt  2llof us infenfibly in this Error, an Efror of a very great
peief  Trainand very pernicious Confequence. But whoever fhall
e reprefent to his Fancy, as in a Pi@ure, that great Image of
ymidf 0 Mother Nature, - pourtrayed in her full Majefty and
o i LUﬂf’E, whoever in her Face fhall read fo general and {o
o | cenﬁraint a Variety, whoever thall obferve himfelf in that
o i Igure, and not. himfelf but a whole Kingdom, no bigger
ieME than the leaft Touch or Prick of a Pencil, in Com parifon
nmf Oof the Whole, that Man alone is able to value Things ac-
ot rding to their true Eftimate and Grandeur. This great
umend orld, which fome do yet multiply as feveral Specses under
flymf °ne Garyr, is the Mirror wherein we are to behold our-
weith flves, to be able to know outfelves as we ought to do. In
limi#® *0rt, Twould have this to be the Book my young Gentle-
agtf 1an fhould fludy with the moft Attention for fo many
AbmE imeurs, fo many Seélts, fo many Judgments, Opinions,
#¥E A%, and Cuftoms, teach us to judge aright of our own,
it} dinform oy Underftandings to difcover their Imperfec-
Frigf fon and natyya) Infirmity, which is no trivial Specalation,
farthe S many Mutations'of States and Kingdoms, and fo many
irns and Revolutions of publick Fortiine, will make us
enough to make no great Wonder -of ‘our own. So
hopet) Tany great Names, fo many famous ViGtories and Con<
heFpf Juefs drowned and fwallowed in Oblivion, render oug
! 9pes ridiculous, of eternizing our Names by the taking
[achi¥ | o half 2 Score light Horfe, or a paultry Turret, which
DagdF %y derives jp's Memiory from it’s Ruin.  The Pride and
Igme§ N z Arrogancy

Wwife
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Arrogancy of {o many foreign Pomps and Ceremonies th
tumorous Majefty of fo many Courts and Grandeus, «}
cuftom and fortify our Sight without Aftonifhment, tof/
hold and endure the Luftre of our own.. So. manylf
lions of Men buried before us encourage us not to feusl
go feek fo good Company in the other World, and fodfd
the reft. Pythagoras was wont to {ay, That our Life
tires to the great.and populous Affembly of the Ol
Games, wherein fome exercife the Body, that theym
carry away the Glory of the Prize in thofe Contentions
others carry Merchandife to fell for Profit. There ares
fome (and thofe none of the worft Sort) who purfucs
other Advantage than only to look on, and confiderii
and why every Thing is done, and to be unactiveSpi
tors of the Lives of other Men, thereby the better tojic
of, and regulate their own ; and indeed, from Examples#
the Infirution couched in philofophical Difcourfes, ®|
naturally flow, to which all human Aéions, as to te|
beft Rule, ought to be efpecially directed : Wherealt)
fhall be taught to know, |

Duid fas optare, quid afper i
Utile nummus habet, patvie charifgue propinguis |
Quantum elargiri deceat, quem te Deus effe |
Fuffit, & bumana qua parte locatus es in re, !
Quid Sumus, aut quidnam vilturi g{gﬂfﬂrffr*. |
What he may wifh, what’s Money's natural Ufe, |
‘What to be liberal is, and what profufe, \
What God commands, an honeft Man fhould be, |
And here on Earth, to know in what Degree
That God has plac'd thee, what we are, and W), |
He gave us Being and Humanity,

what it is to know, and what to be ignorant, what 00
to be the End and Defign of Study, what Valou Tei
perance, and Juftice are, the Difference betwixt Ambi)
and Avarice, Servitude and Subjection, Licenfe and?
berty, by what T'oken a Man may know the trae and

Contentation, how far Death, Afliction, and Dif¥.

are to be apprehended.

* Pevfius, Sat. 3.
1
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Et quo quemque moda fugiatque fevatque laborem *.

And what Way every one may know
Labour t'avoid or undergo.

By what fecret Springs we move, and the Reafon of our
various Agitations and Irrefolutions: For, methinks, the
firft Doétrine with which one fhould feafon his Under-
flanding, ought to be that which regulates his Manners and
hisSenfe; that teaches him to know himfelf, and how both
well to die, and well to live. Amongft the liberal Sci-
ences, let us begin with that which makes us free; not that
they do not all ferve in fome Meafure to the Inftruétion and
Ufe of Life, as all other Things in fome fort alfo do; but
let us make Choice of that which diretly and profefledly
ferves to that End. If we are once able to reftrain the Of
fiees of human Life within their juft and natural Limits,
we fhall find that moft of the Sciences in Ufe are of no
great Ufe to us, and even in thofe that are, that there are
many very unneceflary Cavities and Dilatations which we
had better let alone, and following Socrates’s Diretion, li-
mit the Courfe of our Studies to thofe Things only where
atrue and real Utility and Advantage are to be expected
and found.,

Sapere aude.

Incipe vivendi, qui reffe proregat boram,
Rufticus expellat dum defluat amnis, at ille
Labitur, £ labetur in omne wolubilis wvum +.

Dare to be wife; begin, who to their wrong,
The Hour of living well defer too long,

Like ruftick Fools, fit with a patient Eye
Expe@ling when the murm’ring Brook runs dry,
Whofe Springs can never fail, ’till the laft Fire
Lick up the Ocean, and the World expire,

"Tis a great Fooiery to teach our Children

Quid moveant Pifces, animofaque figna Leonis,
Lotus, & Hefperia quid Capricornus aqua 1.

¥ f’irg. Zn. 16, Horat. Epiff. 2, 1 Pro-
prt b 4. Eleg, 1. ¢ . ;
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What Influence Pifces have, o’er what the Ray
OF ane » Leo bears the greateft Sway,

Or Capricornus Pmnru,, who ftill Iaves

Hist «.‘LL ning Forchead in the Hefperian Waves,

The Knowledge of the Stars, and the Motion of the eLgtL'
Sphbere, belore their own,

L al

Ti @il dicauke fuol

Ti & r.:)-r._jsicfi Bowrew™. ‘
How {wift the {even Sifters Motions are,
Or the dull Churls how {low, what need I care,

Anaximenes WI""EII‘U' to nyf'f‘frcrd: To wwbat Pﬂrpa'."é, fid
he, ould I trouble ?.r‘..,f/.é"c‘( in fearching out the Secrets of i
Star 5 having Lﬂm B or Sla-._rf ¥ .‘:a?:rufszzﬁ. 55.-\;)‘53}3 il fur'
For the Kings of " Perfia were atthat Time p:eparncrml.-g
vade his Country,. ‘Every one ought to{ay the famt,ﬁ
:1’3 ryﬁwf d, ‘as }a iy 5;' Amb u‘;w Hvarice, wmmf.,ﬁff
?rrpfrfzfrh, an d aving it bin /’EJ many other Enemis ufln
Jball I go cudgel sy Brains abour the World's Re-wfdf.'xs .
" After h Wing hlut ht him what will make him more
and good, }cm may then entertain him with the Elemeti}
of Logick, Phylick, Geometry, and Rhetorick, and it
Science which he ﬂm;l then himfelf moft incline to, &}
Judgment being beforehand formed and fit to chufe, he .\_:
quickly make his own. ‘The Way of miiru&mg him ougk
to be fometimes by D:L courfe, and fometimes by Rfadlrtl
fometimes his Governor fhall put the Author himelf,whic
he fhall thmk moft proper for him, into hisEands, u]
fomﬁmma only' the Warrow and Subftance “of it; andi |

he Governer himfelf be not converfant enough in Books |
to turn’ to all the fine Difcourfes the Boolk contains, :3“
may fonre Men“of Learning be }xmf_d to him, that
every Occafion fhall fupply h;m with what he defires, al
ftand in Need: of, -to recommend to his Pu ipil. Andwh|
can doubt, but that this Wa 1y of Tea ching is much mo
ealy and natural than that of ‘Gazaz 2" 1n’ which thePt |
cepts are fo intricate, andfo hardh; and the Words fo vah |
lean, and infignificant, that there is no Hold to be takea®

e - et

¥ dnacreon, Ode 17,

thents
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them ; nothing that quickens and elevates the Witand Fan-
cy; whereas, here the Mind has whatto feed upon, and to
digeft: This Fruit therefore is. not without Comparifon,
much more fair and beautiful ; but will alfo be much more
early and ripe. . *Tis a thoufand Pities that Maiters fhould
be at fuch a Pafs in this Age of ours, that Philofophy,-even
with Men of Underftanding, fhould be looked upon asa
vain and fantaftick Name, a Thing of no Ufe, no Value,
either in Opinion or Effet, -of which I think thofe loufy
Ergoti{ms,and little Sophiftry, by prepoflefling the Avenues
unto it, are the Caufe.  And People are much to blame to
feprefent it to Children for a Thing of fo difficult Accefs,
and with fuch a frowning, grim, and formidable Afpeét
Who has difguifed it thus witlh this falfe, pale, and gholily
Countenance? There is nothing more airy, more gay,
more frolick, and I had like to have {aid, more wanton.
$he preaches nothing but Feafting and Jollity ; a melan-
cholick thoughtful Liook: fhews that fhe does not inhabit
there,  Demetrius, the Grammarian, finding in the T'em-
pleof Delpbos aKnot of Philofophers{et chattering toge-
ther, faid to them, Either I am much deceived, or by your
cﬁmrfuf and pleafant Countenance, you are i ngaged in ma very
degp Difeourfe. - To which one of them, Heracleon, the Ma-
gician, replied, *Tis for {uch as are puzzled about enquiring
whethér the future Tenfe of the Verb Baanw, be {pelt
with 2 double'a, or that hunt after the Derivation of the
Comparatives ysigsor, BéXlioi, and the Superlatives Xé-
picay| Béazisoy, to knit their Brows whilft difcourfing of
their Science ;- but as to philefophical Difcourfes, they
always divert and cheer up thofe they entertain, and ne-
ver deject them, or make them fad.

Deprendas anitii tormenta latentis in agro
Corpare; deprendas, & gaudia, famit wtrumque
Inde habitum facies*.

Th' internal Anguifh of ‘afick Man’s Mind
Your Eye may foon difcern, and alfo find

‘The Joys of thofe in better Health that are,
For ftill the Face does the, Mind’s Livery wear,

* Fuven: Sat. g.
- N 4 ? The
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The Soul that entertains Philofophy  ought to be of fid
a Conftitution of Health, as to render the Body inli
Manner healthful too ; fhe ought to make her Tranquilliy
and Satisfattion fhine, {o as to appear without, and ha}
Contentment ought to fathion the outward Behaviourtols
own Mould, and confequently to fortify ‘it with a grachl|
Confidence, aflive Carriage, and with a fereneand conf
tented Countenance. The molt manifeft Sign-of Wildn|
is a continual Chearfulnefs; her Eftate islike that of Thing|
S iT the I?l.e{ginns ab(‘ar}c*: };‘10 ané Ba!u?;.'i
ngg ‘f Pﬂf c cri‘_r Eﬁln(‘ erene. . 15_ qmra an ; .:trm:
= ton :Lhat render their Difeiples fo dirty
i ill-favoured, and: not fhe; they do noth
much as know ler, but by’ Hear-fay. - "Tis fhe that alm
and appeafes the Storms and Tempefts of the Soul, al
who teaches Famine and Feversto laugh and fign; and that
fiot by certain imaginary Epicycles, ‘but by natural a|
manifeft Reafons. 8he has Virtue for her End; whi|
is not, as the School-men fay, fituate upon the Summityé
a perpendicular Rock, and an inacceffible Precipice. 5 |
as have approached her, find it quite contrary, to befeis
in a fair, froitful, and flourithing Plain, from whence |
eafily difcovers all Things fubjected to her ; to whichPat |
any one may however arrive, if he know but the eé! |
and the neareft Way, through fhady, green, and fweetlyfo
rithing Walks and Avenies, by a pleafant, eafy, and fmo
Defcent, like that of the celeftial Arches. »*Tis form
having frequented this fupreme, this beautiful, trinmpha
and amiable, this equally delicious and’couragious Virt
this fo profefled and implacable Enemy to Anxiety, Sorth
Fear, and Conftraint, who, having Nature for heerdﬁ;
hasFortune and Pleafure for her {iompanions,thattheyhﬁ"ﬁ i
goneaccording to their own'weak Imagination,and creat
this ridiculous, this forrowful, querulous, defpitefal; threst
ning, terrible Image of it to themfelves and others; 4 |
placed it upon a folitary Rock amongft Thorns and B |
bles,and made of it a Hobgoblin to frightPeopIefmmdanEE .
to approach it. ‘But the Governor that I would 1 |
that is, fuch a orie 4s knows it to'be his Duty to poffelsh
Pupil with" as much or more Affeétion than: Reverenct? |
Virtue, will be able to inform him, that the Poets 5%
evprmoreagcommodated themfelves fo the publick Hume™

Al
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and make him fenfible, that the Gods have planted more
Toil and Sweat in the Avenues of the Cabinets of Venus,
than thofe of Minerwa, which, when he fhall once find him
begin to apprehend, and fhall reprefent to him a Brada-
manta, or an Aigelica for a Miftrefs, a natural, active, ge~
nerous manly Beauty, in Comparifon of a foft, delicate,
artificial, fimpering, and affefted Form ; the one difguis’d
in the Habit of an heroick Youth, with her beautiful Face
fet out in a glittering Helmet, the other trick’d up m Curls
and Ribbons like'da wanton Minx ; he will then look upon
his own Affeétion as brave and mafculine, when he fhall
chufe quite contrary to that effeminate Shepherd of Plbrygia.
Sucha T'utor will make a Pupil to digeft this new Doctrine,
that the Height and Value of trueVirtue confifts in the Fa-
¢ility, Utility, and Pleafure of it’s Exercife; fofrom Diffi-
culty, that Boys, as well as Men, and the Innocent, aswell
a the Subtile; may make it their owns and it is by Order
ind good Conduét, and not by Force, that it is to'be ac-
quird.  Socrates, her firlt Minion, isfo averfe to all Man-
ner of Violence, as totally to throw: it afide, to dlip into
the more natural Facility of her.own Progrefs: 'Tis the
Nurﬁng—Mather of all human Pleafures, who, in rendring
them juft, renders them alfo pure and permanent; in mode-
rating them, keeps them in Breath and Appetite ; in inter-
di&ing thofe which fhe herfelf réfufes, whets our Defire to
thofe which fhe allows; and, likea kind and liberal Mo-
ther, abundantly allows all that Nature requires, even to
Satiety, if not to Laflitude ; unlefs we will declaim, That
the Regimen of Health that ftops:the Toper’s Hand before
he has drank him{elf drunk, the Glutton’s before he hath
eaten to a Surfeit, and the Whoremafter’s Career before
h? hath got the Pox, is an Enemy to Pleafure. If the or-
dmar}' Fortune fail, and that,fhe meets with an indocile
Difpofition, fhe pafies that Difciple by, and takes another,
not fo fickle and unfteady, whom fhe forms wholly her own.
She can be rich, potent and wife, and knows how to lye
upon {oft Down, and perfum’d Quilts too: She loves
Life, Beauty, Glory, and Health; but her proper and
peculiar Office is to. know. regularly how to make ufe of
all thefe good Things, and how to part with them with-
?ut Concern ; an ‘Office-much-more noble than trouble-
iom, and without which the whole Courfe of Life is
: unnatural,
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unnatural, turbulent and deform’d ; and there it is indesd,
that Men may juftly reprefent thofe Monifters upon Rocks
and Precipices. If this Pupil fhall happen.to be of fo ctof
and- contrary a Difpofition, that he had rather heara Tile
of a Tub, than the true Narrative of {ome noble Exped:

tion, or fome wife and learned Difcourfe ; who at theBe |
of a Drum, that excites'the youthful Ardour of: his Com |

panions, leaves thatto follow another that calls to aMor
rice, or. the Bears, and who would mot wifh;-and find it
more delightful, and more pleafing, to-return all Duf
and Sweat viftorious from a Battle, than from Tennis, or
from a Ball,! with the Prize of thofe Exercifes; I feem
other Remedy, but that he be bound Apprentice in foms
good Town to learn to make Minc'd-Pies, thoughhe wer
the Son of a Duke, according to Plats’s Precept, That
Children are to be plac’d out, 2nd difpos’d of, not accor:
ing to the Wealth, Qualities, or Condition of the Fathe,
but according to the Faculties and the Capacities of ther
own Soul. But fince Philofophy is that which infirués
us to live, and that Infancy has there it’s Leflons as well&
otherfAges, why is it not communicated to Children be-

times? And why are they riot more eatly initiated init? |

Udum, & molle lutun eff, wunc, nunc properandus, Gan |

: L i ¥
Fmgmaﬁas fine fine rota*.

"The Clay is moift and foft, now, now make Hafte,
And form the Pitcher; for the Wheel turns faft,

|

They begin to teach us to live when we’ have almof
done living. A hundred Students have got the Pox before |

they have comeé to read Hrifforle’s Le&ture of Temperanté.
Cicero {aid, that though he fhould live two Men’s Agess he
fhould never find Leifure to ftady the Lyrick Poets; and
I find thefe Sophifters yet more deplorably unprofitabk.
The Boy we would breed, has a great deal lefs Time 0
fpare’; he owes but the firft fifteen or fixteen Years of b
Lifeto Difcipline, the Remainder-s due to Aétion : There:
fore Tet us employ that fhort Time in neceffary Inftruttion
Away with the Logical Subtilties; they are Abufes, Thing®
by which our Lives can never be amended : Take me the

—

* Pr,:ﬁ Stat. 3. )
7 plain
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et plain Philofophical Difcourfes, learn firlt how rightly to
ocks choofe, and then rightly to apply them, they are more
crof eafy to be underftood than one of Baoccace’s Novels ;a Child
i | from Nurfe is much more capable of them, than of learn-
Rl ing toread or to write. Philofophy has Dilcourfes equally
IB“{ ' proper for Childhood, -as for the decrepid Age of Men ;
Em' :' and Tam of Plutarch’s Minf:l, th.at Ariftotle Ariftotle’s Mo
gt | did not fo much trouble his. great Difci- 2oL
it lewith the Knack of forming Syllogifms, *-2%/ fnfirad:

. plesaELhe S e * ing Alexander
Duf or with the Elements of Geometry, as b Cre
or ey ’ . e \aréar.
| with infufing into him good Precepts con-
1M cerning Valour, Prowefs, Magnanimity, Temperance,
ome and the Contempt of Fear; and with this Ammunition
vee fent him whillt yet a Boy, with no more.than 30000
5 Foot, 4000 Heorfe, and but 42000 Crowns to {ubjugate
orc the Empire of the whole Earth. For the other Arts and
hery | Sciences, Alexander {ays, he highly indeed. commended
hei their Excellency and Quaintnefs, and had them in very
uls great Honour and Efteem, but not ravifh’d with them to
las that Degree, as to be -tempted to-aftect the Pratice of
h“-" ; them in his own Perfon. :
L Petite banc juvene(que, fenefue
act l Finem animo certum, miferique viatica canis*,
Young Men and'old, from hence yourfelves befriend,
g Form both yeur Minds, with fome fure Aim and End ;
And both therein againit the Time to come
b | Wretched old Age, get a Viaticam.
ot | Egicurus, in the Beginning ofhis Letter to Meniceus, {ays,
e | that neither the Youngeft Thould refufe to philofophife, nor
he | the Eldeft grow weary of it ; And who does otherwife, feems
nd | tacitly to imply, that either the Time of living happily
S | 8 mot yet come, or that it is already paft: And yet for
o | all that, I would not have this Pupil of ours imprifon'd,
his ' andmade a Slave to his Book ; nor would I have him given
i | up to the Morofity, and melancholick Humour of a four,
o | lll-natur’d Pedant, I would hot have his Spirit cow’d and
ags fifdeI’d, by applying him to the Rack, and tormenting
the him as fome do, 14 or 15 Hours 2 Day, and fo makea
Fack-Horfe of him. Neither fhould T think it good,

* Pe'?j: Siat. 5.
i _when
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when by reafon of a folitary and melancholic Complexion,
he is difcover’d to be much addiéted to his Book, to nourifh
that Humour in him, for that renders them unfit for civil |
Converfation, and diverts them from better Employment,
And how many have I feen in my Time totally brutified |
by an immoderate Thirik after Knowledge ? Carneadein |
io befotted with it, that he would not find Time fo much
as to comb his Head, or pare his Nails; neither would]
have his generous Manners fpoil’d and corrupted by the |
Incivility and Barbarity of thofe ‘of another. The Franch |
Wifdom has anciently been turn’d into Proverb, Early ou
of no Continuance ; and in truth we yet {ee; that nothing
can be more ingenious and pretty than the Children of |
France ; but they ordinarily deceive the Hope and Expec
tation hath been conceiv’d of them, and grown up tobe
Men, have nothing extraordinary, or worth taking Ne- |
tice of. T have heard Men of good Underftanding fay, |
thefe Colleges of ours to which we fend ouir young People
(and of which we have but too many) make them fuch
Animals as they are. But to our little Moxnfeur, a Clof,
a Garden, the Table, his Bed, Solicitude and Company,

Morning and Evening, all Hours fhall be the-{ame, aud |

all Places to -him a Study ; for Philofophy, who, 2 thlc
Formatrix of Judgment-and Manners, . fhall be his prinei
pal Leffon, has that Privilege to have a Hand in every
"Thing. The. Orator Ificrates, being at a Feaft intreate
to {peak of his Art, all the Company were {atisfied with,
and commended his Anfwer ; It is nof siow a Time, {aid bt
fo do what Ican do's andthal which it is now Timetodo, Im'a;-
not do. For to make Orations and rhetorical Difputes it
a Company met together to laugh and make good Chett,
had been very unfeafonable and improper, and as much
might have been faid of all the other Sciences: Butasto
what concerns Philofophy, that Part of it at leaft thattreat
of Man, and of his Offices and Duties ; it has been the
joint Opinion of all wife Men, that, out of Refpeé to ti¢
Sweetnefs of her Convérfation, fhe is ever to be admitted
in all Spoxts, and Entertainments.  And Plato having It
vited her to his Fealt, we fhall fee after how gentle and
obliging a Maniier, accommodated both to Time 8K
Place, fhe entertain’d the Company, though ina Dif
courfe of the higheft and moft important Nature. Bl

: o
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Equd pauperibus prodeft, locupletibus aqué,
Et negledta eque pueris, fenfibufque nocebit *.

It profits Poor and Rich alike, but when
Negleéted, t'Old and Young are hurtful then.

By which Method of Inftraétion, my young Pupil will be
much more, and better employ’d than thofe of the Col-
lege are: But as the Steps we take in walking to and fro
in 2 Gallery, though three Times as many, do not tirea
Man {o much as thofe we employ in a formal Journey ; fo
our Leflon, as it were accidentally occurring, without any
{et Obligation of T'ime or Place, and falling naturally into
every Action, will infenfibly infinuate itfelf. . By which
Means, our very Exercifes, and Recreations, Running,
Wreftling, Mufick, Dancing, Hunting, Riding, and
Fencing,- will prove .to be a good Part of our Study. I
would have his outward Behaviour, and ‘Mein, and the
Difpofition of his Limbs form’d at the fame T'ime with his
Mind. ’Tis not a Soul, ’tis not.a Body that we are train-
ing up, but a Man, and we ought not to divide him : And,
as Plato {ays, we are not to fafhion one without the other,
but make them draw together like two Horfes harnefs'd to
a Coach, By which Saying of his, does he not feem to
allow more Time for, and to take more Care of Exercifes
for.the Body, and to believe that the Mind in a good Pro-
portion does her Bufinefs at the fame Time too? As to the
reft, this Method of Education ought to be carried on with
a fevere Sweetnefs quite contrary to the Prac-
tice of our Pedants, who, inftead of tempt-
ing and alluring Children to Letters by apt
and gentleWays, do in truth prefent nothing
before them but Rods and Ferula’s, Horror and Cruelty.
Away with this Violence! away with this Compulfion !
than which, I certainly believe nothing more dulls and de-
generates a well-defcended Nature. If you would have him
apprehend Shame and Chaftifement, do not harden him to
them, Inure him to Heat and Cold, to Wind and Sun, and
to Dangers that he ought to defpife. Wean him from all
Effeminacy, and Delicacy in Clothes and Lodging, Eating
and Drinking ; accuftom him to every Thing, that he may

Sewverity az
Enemy to E-
ducation,

* Horat, I 1. Epifl. 1.
hot
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not be a Sir Paris, a Carpet-Knight, but a finewy, hatdy, |
and vigorous young Man. I have ever froma Chuld, tothe
Age wherein ]l now am; been of this Opinion, and am il |
conftant toit. Butamongft other Things, the ftriét Goven |
ment of moft of our Colleges has evermore difpleas’d mg,
and peradventure they might have err’d lefs pernicioufy |
on the indulgent Side, ’Tis the true Houfe of Corretiog
of imprifon’d Youth. They are taught to be debauch
by being punifh’d before they are fo. Do but comem |
when they are about their Leflon, and you fhall hear no-
thing but the Out:cries of Boys under Execution, with th
thundring Noife of their Pedagogues, drunk with Fury, b |
make up the Concert. A very pretty Way this ! to tempt
thefe tender and timorous Souls te love their Book,’ witha
furious Countenance, and'a Rod in Hand! A curfed and
pernicious. way. of Proceeding ! Befides what Dusnfilior
has very well obferved, that this infolent Authority &
often attended by very dangerous Confequences, and pir-
ticularly our Way of chaftifing. How much more decent
would it be to fee their Clafles ftrew'd with green Leavs
and fine Flowers, than with the bloody Stumps of Birch
and Willows ? Were itleft tomy ordering, T fhouldpaint
the School with the Piures of Joy and Gladnefs; Frg
and the Graces, as the Philofopher Speufippus did his ; that
where their Profit is, they might there have their Plez
fure too. Such Viands as are proper and wholefom for
Children fhould be feafoned with Sugar, and fuch asae
dangerous to them, with Gall. ~ A Man fhould admire to
fee how folicitous Plaso is in his Laws concerning the Gaiely
and Diverfion of the Youth of Hhis City, and how much
he enlarges himfelf upon their Races, Sports, Songs, Leaps
and Dances : Of which, he fays, that Antiquity has gives
the ordering and Patronage particularly to Apolls, M-
#erva, and the Mufes. He infifts long upon, and is very
particularin giving innumerable Precepts for Exercifes; b
as to the lettered Sciences fays very little, and only feems
particularly to recommend Poefy upon the Account_ﬂf
Mufick. All Singularity in our Manners and Condition
is by all Meins to be avoided, as inconfiftent with civil
Society. Who would not be aftonifh’d at fo ftrange 4
Conititution as that of Demaophoon, Steward to Alexander

the Great, who {weatedinthe Shade, and fhiver’din fhf
Sun
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Sun ? I have feen thofe who: have run from the Smell of 2
mellow Apple with greater Precipitation, than from a Har-
quebufe Shot ; others run awdy from a Moufe; others
vomit at the Sight of Cream ; others ready to fwoon at
the Sight of a Cat, as Germanicys, who could neither en-
dure the Sight nor the Crowing ef a Cock. I will not de-
ny, but that there may, peradventure, be fome occult Canfe
and natural Averfion in thefe Cafes; but certainly a Man
might conquer it, if he topk it in Time. Precept has in
this wronght fo effeCtually upon'me, though not without
{fome Endeavour on my Part, F-confefs, that Beerexcepted,
my Appetite accommodates.itfelf indifferently to all Sorts
of Diet. Young Bodies are {upple, one fhould therefore in
that Age bend, and ply them to aJl Fafhions and Cuftoms :
And provided 2 Man can contain the Appetite and theWill
within their due Limits, let a young Man, a God’s Name,
be render’d fit for all Nations and all Companies, even to
Debauchery and Excefs, if Occafion be ; that is, where he”
fhall do it out of Complacency to the Cuftoms of thePlace.
Lethim be able to do every Thing, but love to'do nothing
but what is good. The Philofophers themfelves do not
jultify. Califthenes for forfeiting the Favour of his Mafter
dlexander. the Great, by refufing to pledge him a Cup of
Wine.. Let him laugh, play, and drink with hisPrince -
Nay, Iwonld have him, even in hisDebauches, too hard
for the reft of the Company, and to excel his Companions
in Ability and Vigour, and that he may not give over do-
Ing 1t, eitherthorough defe& of Power or Knowledge how
to do it, but for Want of Will: Multam intereft, utrum
Peccare quis, molit,: qut. nefeiat * ;. There is a wafl Difference
betaixt Jorbearing to fin, and not knowwing boww to fin, X
thought T paft a Compliment upon 2 Lord, as free from
thofe Exceffes as any Man whatever in France, by afking
him_before a great deal of good Company, how -many
Times in his Life he had been drunk in Germany, in the
Time of his being there about his Majefty’s Affairs; which
he_ alfo took as it was intended, and made Anfwer, Three
lmes 3 and withal, told us the whole Story of . his: De-
bauches. I know fome, who for Want of this Faculty,

—

¥ Seneca, Epift, Go,
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have found a great Inconveniénce by it in negotiating with
that Nation. I have often with great Admiration reflefied |
upen the wonderful Conftitation of Alcibiades, who foex |
fily could ' transform himfelf to fo various Fathions with |
out any Prejudice to his Health ;- oné while out-doing the |
Perfian Pomp and Luxury, and another, the'Lacedemmia
Aufterity and Frugality;-as reform’d in Sparta, as voluy
tuous in Jonia, :

Omnis Arifisppum. decuit cobor, &5 flatus, (3 ress.
All Shapes and Colours, you €an name
Arifligpus well became.

I would have my Pupil'to be fuch a one,

Quem duplici panno patientia welat,

Mirabor wite via fi converfa decebit,

Perjonamgue _feret non inconcinnus ulyamquet.
Whom Patience in patch’d Clothes does meanly fhade,
Where a new Fortune a new Suit has made,

I fhall admire if gracefully he can
Th’ old Beggar hide in the new Gentleman, |

"Thefe are my Leflons, and he who puts them in Prac |
tice fhall reap more Advantage, than he who hashad then |
read to him only, and only knows them. If you fee him, |
you hear him ; If you hear him, you fee him. God forbid, |
fays one in Plats, that to philofophize were only to readt |
great many Books, and-to learn the Arts. Hane a;;.;pﬁ:'ﬁfm'; '
omnigm artium bene vivendi diftiplinam, wita magis g.':mll"-'-
teris perfequuti fumt*. They have more illufirated and it
prov'd this Difeipline of living well, awhich of all Arts is tht

greatefl, by their Lives, than by their Reading, - Leo Pring |

of the Phliafians, afking Heraclides Ponticus of whatft |

or Science he made Profeflion; I know, faid he, ne

!

ther Art nor Science, but T'am a Philofopher. One 1 |

proaching Diogenes, that being ignorant, he fhould pretergt'[
to Philofophy ; I therefore, anfwer’d he, pretend fo 1
with fo much the more Reafon. Hegefias intreated that he
would read a certain Book to him; Youare pleafant, faid
he, who chufe thofe Figs that are true and natural, and ot

§ Horat. /. x. Epif 17, % 1. Bid.  * Cic. 7%*'?};0;15'
” {
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thofe that are painted ; why do you not alfo chufe Exer-
cifes which are naturally true, rather than thofe written and
prefcrib’d ? A Man cannot fo foon get his Leflon by Heart,
as he may pra&ife it : He will repeat it in his A&ions, We
fhall difcover if there be Prudence in his Exercifes, ifthere
be Sincerity and Juftice in his Deportments, if there be
Grace and Judgment in his Speaking, if there be Conftancy
in his Sicknefs, if there be Modefty in his Mirth, Temper-
ance in his Pleafures, Order in his Oeconomy, and Indif-
ferency in his Palate, whether what he eats or drinks be
Fleth or Fifh, Wine or Water, Qui difeiplinam fuam non
Wfentationem Jezentie, fed lepem vitee putet, quigue atf}fa?mpm'e:
iBfe fibi, £ decretis pareat * 3 Who confiders. his owon Difei-
pline, mot as @ wain Offentation of Science, but as a Law and
Rule of Life s and awho obeys bis own Decrees, and obferves
that R{gr'mfr.c be bas prf;ﬁrfér’d o fi?iﬁgf-‘j": The Condu@ of
our Lives is the true Mirror of our Doétrine. Zeupidamus,
©one who afked him, Why the Lacedemonians did not
tommit their Conftitutions of Chivalry to Writing, and
deliver them to their young Men to read, made Anfwer,
Thatit was becaufe they would inure them to A&ion, and
not amufe them with Words : With fuch 2 one, after fif.
teen or fixteen Years Study, compare one of our College
Laginifts, who has thrown 2 /ay fo much Time in nothing
it learning to fpeak. The World is nothing but BJ?:‘_;!:?
and L hardly ever yet faw that Man who did not rather
Prate too much, than fpeak too little ; and yet half of our
Age is embezzled this Way, We are kept four or five
*€15 to learn Words only, and to tack them together intg
Clﬂi}ffi; as many more to make Exercifes; and to divide a
tontinued Difcourfe into {o m any Parts ; and otherfiveYearg
“leatt to learn fuccin@ly to mix and interweave them
alter a fubtle and intricate Manner. Let us leave it to the
IERJ:HECI PJ‘DF&ﬂ-D’rs, (;.{jjng one _Dri tc f)k'ﬂ:&.‘;fﬁ.{, [ metin the
Plain on this Side Clery, two Pedants travelling towards
Wrdeans, ahout fifty Pacesdiftant from one another, and
4 good Way farther behind them, I difcover’da Troop of
Horfe, with a Gentleman at the Head of them, which was

h : : 3 : %
the [ate Monfeeur jo C anpte de la Rouchefoucaut 3 one of my
P ————
v * Cie, Tufe. 4. ,
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People enquir'd of the foremoft of thefe Domines, whotid
Gentleman was that came after him, who having not et |
the Train that follow’d after, and thinking he meanthi}
A pleafant dn- (;‘Oénpapion, lg‘lfcfﬂ.f;lnt_iy m?‘,—cﬁd, Hf:fl
fwer ijf et ? ent{ersz? .”’ be 15 a ?fl?ﬂ;?ﬁaha}.’,
s am a Logician. . Now we, _whr? qu |

3 contrary, do not here pretend to brei
Grammarian, or a Logician, but a complete Gentlefi
let us leave them to throw away their Time at their i
Fancy : Our Bufinefs lies elfewhere.. Let but our P |
be well furnifh’d with Things, Words will follow but
faft ; he will pull them after him, if they do not volu
rily follow. I have obferv’d fome to make Excufes,
they cannot exprefs themfelves, and pretend to have thet
Fancies full of a great many very fine Things, which j#
for want of Elocution, they cannot utter ; a mere Shift &)
nothing elfe. Will you know what I think of it! I thit |
they are nothing but Shadows of fome impsrfeft Ima.g-ii'
and Conceptions that they know not whatto make -:ut'mi-i
in, nor confequently bring them out: They do notf¢)
themfelves underftand what they would be at, andifj®
but obferve how they haggleand ftammer upon the P
of Parturition, you will foon conclude, that their Labe
is not to Delivery, but about Conception, and that 1|
are but licking their formlefs Embryo.  For my Pary 1§
hold, and Socrates is pofitive in it, ‘That whoever ]1 :
his Mind a fprightly and clear Imagination, heWit&
prefs it well enough in one Kind or another, and thow:
he ‘were dumb, by Signs.

Verbague pravifam rem non invita ﬁgr;ff.-‘!ﬂr*.
When once 2 Thing conceiv’d is in the Wit,
Words foon prefent themfelves to utter it. .

And as another as poetically fays in Profe, c# R;s::’:-'l:
wmum- occupavere, Verba ambiunt +. When Things o d
Jormd in 1 be F. ancy, Words offer themfelves in Mje
And this other, iffz 7es Verba ?'ﬁ;‘_‘-g'_w;gf I Tiw 1%
themfelves force Words to exprefs them. He knows |
thing of Ablative, Conjunétive, Subitantive, 0f Gre

i |

* Hor. de AdriePoetic, + Semeca. || Cistro ﬂ’ff”';_f,
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mar, no more than his Lacquey, or a Fifh-wife of the Pe-
tir-Pont ; and thefe yet will give you a Belly full of Talk, if
you will hear them, and peradventure fhall trip as little in
their Language, as the beft Mafters of Art in Frasce, He
knows no Rhetorick, nor how in a Preface to bribe the Be-
nevolence of the courteous Reader ; neither does he care,
nor is it very neceflary he fhould know it. Indeed all this
Decoration of Painting is eafily obfcur’d and put down by
the Luftre of a fimple and blunt Truth ; thefe fine Flourifhes
ferve only to amufe theVulgar, of themfelves incapable of
more folid and nutritive Diet, as 4fer does very evidently
demonfirate in Tacitus. The Ambafladors of Samus, prepar’d
with a long elegant Oration, came to Cleormmnes King of
Sjarta, to incite him to aWar againft the Tyrant Pokcrates,
whoafter he had heard their Harangue with great Gravity
and Patience, gave them this thort Anfwer; As to the Zax-
ordizm, I remember it not, nor confequently the Middle of
your Speech, but for what concerns your Conclufion, I
will not do what you defire: A very. pretty Anfwer this,
methinks, and a Pack of learned Orators no doabt moft
fweetly confounded. And what did this other {ay ? The
Athenians wgre to chufe one of two Architets for 2 Sur-
veyor toaVery great Building they had defign’d, of which

= =¥ = e
the firft, a pert aflefted Fellow, offer’d his Service ina
lﬂng premeditated Difcourfe upon the Subjet, and by his

People in his Favour

Oratory inclin’d the Voaices of the _ ;
but the other in three Words, Lords of Aihens, Al that
tbis Man bath Jaid, I will do. When Cicero was in the
Height and Heat of his Eloquence, many were ftruck with
Admiration ; but Cazs did only laungl

.£=¢;;,-,;@ij-:{_,;‘,_3! Comful. Letit go bef
good Sentence, or ;fl"hirg well faid
1t nether {uit well with what went before
good Coherence with wha :
itfelf. T am none of thefe whe
makes a good Poem. Lethimr

1ort 1f 1t will, *tis no great Matier ; 1f there b

2=}

and that the Wit and Judgment
mey :1
ces, I will fay here’s a

Emuniie neris,
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His Fancy’s rich, his Senfe 1s clear
In Verfe, though he has no good Ear.

Let 2 Man, fays Horace, diveft his Work of all Ornament |
and Meafure, 1

Tempora certa, modsfgue, & quod priusordine verbumd
Poflerius faciat, preponens ultima primis, '
Invenias etiam disjelti membra Poetz :

Let Tenfe and Mood, and Words be all mifplacd, |
Thofe laft that thould be firft, thofe firfk the laft
Though all Things be thus (huffled out of Frame,
You'll yet a Poem find in § Anagram,

He will never the more forfeit his Praife, for that theve |
Pieces will be fine by themfelves, Menander’s Anfwer il

this Meaning, who being reprov’d by a Friend, the Time

drawing on atwhich he had precifely promis'd a Comedf

that he had not yet fall’n in Hand with it, It is made and re

dy, faid he, all to the Verf{es. Having contrivd the Subjet,

and difpos'd the Scenes in his Fancy, he took little Carefu |
the reft. Since Ronfard and Du Bellay have given Reput: |
tion to our French Poefy, every little Dabbler, for oughtl |
fee, fwells his Words ashigh, and makes his Cadences Ve[

fiear as harmonious as they. Plus fonat, quam valt'i|
There <vere never fo many Poetaflers as noww 5 but though they |
find it no hard Matter to rhyme as mufically as they, thef |
yet fall infinitely fhort of imitating the brave Defcriptio |
of the one, and the curious Invention of the other. e |
what will become of our young Gentleman, if he be#t |
tack’d with the Sophiftick Subtilty of fome Syllogifin! |
Wefiphalia Ham makes a Man drink, Drink quenti §
Thirft ; therefore a Weflphalia Ham quenches Thirlk Wit

let him laugh at it, and it will be more Difcretion tododk
than to go about to anfwer it ; orlet him borrow this plet
fant Evafion from Ariflippus, Why thould T trouble mj |
to unty that, which, bound as it is, gives me fo ml]dfl
Trouble? One offering at this dialetick Juggling agaith |
Cleanthes, Chryfifpus took him {hort, fa}'ing,uf{cfcn‘ethclé |

et e ———— —————

+ According to that of Dr. Donue, D. of 5% Paul's,
* SEnECA, .{;I.-li:l’;;.a 40,
' Bauble
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Baubles to play with Children, and do not by fuch Fooleries
divert the ferious Thoughts of 2 Man of Years. If thefe
ridiculous Subtilties, contorta, (5 aculeata Sophifmata *, as
Cicero calls them, are defign’d to poffefs him with an Un-
truth, they are then dangerous ; but if they fignify nomore
than only to make him laugh, Ido notfee why they fhould
be fo confiderable, that a Man need to be fortified againft
them. There are fome fo ridiculous, as to go a Mile out of
their Way to hook ina fine Word : Aut qui non verba rebus
aptant, fed res arceffunt, quibus verba conveniant ;5 Who do
ot fit Words to the Subjelt, but feck out Things quite from the
Purpofe, 1o fit thofe Words they are fo enamour’d of. And, as
another fays, Qui alicujus werbi decore placentis wocentur ad
ity quod non propofucrant fcribere || 5 Who by their Fondnefs of
Jome fine founding Word, are tempted to fornething they badno
Intention to treat of. I, for my Part, rather bring in a fine
EF11:011cc by Head and Shoulders to fit my Purpofe, than
divert my Defigns to hunt after a Sentence. On the con-
trary, Words are to ferve, and to followa Man’s Purpofe ;
and let Gafcon come in Play where French will not do. I
would have Things fo exceed, and wholly poffefs the I-
magination of him that hears, thathe fhould have fome-
gﬂing elfe to do, than to think of Words. The Way of
opeaking that I love is natural and plain, aswell inWrit-
ing as Speaking, and a finewy and fignificant Way of ex-
prefling a Man’s {elf, fhort and pithy, and not fo elegant
and artificial as prompt and vehement,

Hec demum fapiet diftio, que feriet §.

Moft Weight and Wifdom does that Language bear,
Daes pierce and captivate the Hearer’s Ear.

}latller bard than harfh, free from Affe&ation ; irregular,
mcgmtiguous, and bold, "where every Piece makes ¥p an
entire Body ; not like a Pedant, a Preacher, or a Pleader,
butre-.thcr a Soldier-like Stile, as Suetonius calls that of
fff_f."zf; Cefar; and yet I {ee no Reafon why he thould cail
itio, T have never yet been apt to imitate the negligent
Garb, which is yet obfervable among the Young-Men of

——

* .
Cicero Aead. |, 4 T Duin. i 8 Seneca, Epi
Y Epip, Lucan, s B -
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{fame Thoughts I cannot fay. The Athenians (fays Plato)
are obferved to ftudy Length and Elegancy of Speaking ;

the Lacedemonians to affe@t Brevity ; and thofe of Crete
to aim more at the Fecundity of Conception than the Fer-
tility of Speech, and thefe are the beft. Zenon us'd to
fay that he had two Sorts of Difciples, one that he call’d
Qidohsyss, curious to learn Thmgs, and thefe were his
Favourites ; the other, Asg oQEhd', that cared for nothing
bat Words. Not that fineSpeaking is not a very good and
commendable Quality ; but not fo excellent and fo ne-
ceflary as {ome would make it ; and I am i'“c::nc[aliz’d that
our whole Life fhould be {pent in no*hing elfe., T would
firft underftand my own Language, and that of my Neigh-
bours with whom moft of my Buﬁnefs and Converfation
lyes. No doubt but Greek and Latin are very great Orna-
ments, and of very greatUfe, but we buy chein too dear:

Iwill hear difcover one Way, which alfo has been experi-
mented in my own Perfon, by which they are to be had
better cheap, and fuch may make Ufe of it as will. My
Father having made the moft precife fnquiry that any
Man could poflibly make amongit Men of the greateft
Learning an ?j dgment, of an exaét Method of Education,
was by tlle:n caution’d of the Inconvenience then in Ufe,
and made to b elieve, that the tedious Time we apply’d to
the le earning of the La ngu uages of thofe People who had them
for ﬂOuﬂJ"g was the fole Caufe we could not arrive to that
Grandeur of Soul, and Perfe&ion of Knowledge with the
ancient Greeks and Romans : I do not however believe

that to be the only Caufe : But the Expedient my Father
found out for this, was, that in my Infancy, and before
I be egan to 10@:1&, he committed me to the Care of a Ger-
mar, who fince died a famous Phyfician in France, totally
ignorant of our Language, but very fluent and a great
Critick in Larin, This Man, whom he had fetch’d cut of
his own houmy, and whom he entertain’d with a v x.l»
great Salary for this only End, had me continually in 1,1

UJ

b ":l

fame ’\atnon but of inferior Lmrnlng to attend me, an
{ometimes to relieve him ; who all of them entertain’d me
With no otlrer Langua ge but Latin, ,.-"1-'. to the reft of his
Family, it was an inviolable Rul le, that m,Lhc' h,mﬂ,]f'
nor my D‘uOLﬂe;, M: in, Nor M: 13d {thould ,. seak any thi ;nfr

O 4 in




e A e b et e

£52 MonTATeNEs Effays.

in my Company, but fuch Zarin Words as every one bl |
learnt only to gabble with me. It is not to be imagin' |
how great an Adv wtag this pwov 'd to the whole Family; |
my Father and my Mother, by thul\icm,wammg I,r:rc:
enough to underftand it puh,&l} well, and to {peakit lo;
fuch 2 De yree, as was fufficient for any neceflary Uleja

alfo thofe of the Servants did, who were moft fremwn.;
with' me, To be fhort, we did Latin it at {uch a Rt |
that it overflowed to all the neighbouring Villages, whee |
there yet remain, thathave eftablifh’d themf{elvesby Cil |
tom, feveral Latin Appellations of Artizans,” and th |
Tools. As for what concerns myfelf, I was above i |
Years of Age before I underftood either. French or Peipy:
din, any more than Arabick, and without Art, Bk
Grammar, or Prccep Whipping, or the Expence of2
Tear, had by that Time lr‘""".'i fpeak as J'['.‘L Latint |
my Mafter himfelf, If (for E nple) they were to gie |
mea Theme after the Co fhion, tn:* gave it
o‘u.u% in Frenth, | me, they were of '\LCLI]!.} 0
oive 1t in the worlt Lafn, to turn it into that whic |
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Soul in all Liberty and Delight, without any Severity or
Conftraint. Which alfo he was anObferverof t¢ { ¢l a De-

gree even of Superftition, if I may fay fo, that fomc H. ng
of Opinion, it did trouble and difturb the Brains of Chil-
dren fuddenly to wake them 1 in the Morning, and to {natch
them violently and over-haftily from ‘aiu,p (wherein they
are much more profoundly envolved than we) he only caufed
me to be waked by the Sound of fome mufical Infirument,
and was never unprovided of 2 ’\1. fician for that [ urpoﬁi;
by which Example you may judge of the reft, this alone
bein ¢ fufficient to recommend hom the Prudence and Af-
ftul(,n of fo oood a Father ;- who therefore is not to be
blamed if he did not reap the Fruits anfwerable to fo exqui-
fite 2 Culture; of which, two Things were the C'ill(t"
Firfl, a Steril and improper Soil: For th ough I was of
frong and healthful Con ﬂ']l.L‘hOl‘l. and of a I"' fpofition to-
Tf’r?bi" {weet and tractable ; yet I was Witlnl {o ne*1 'Ys
idle, and indi{pofed, that they could not rouze me from
tmsS*uplm y to any Exetrcife of Recreation, nor get me
out to play, W ‘hat 1 faw, I faw clear enough, and under
this lazy Culi plexion, nourifhed a bold Ima agination, and
(Jplnm:wauou. my Age. I had aflothful Wit, that would
g0 nofafter than it was led, a flow uudﬁrf’mndmw, a lan-
enifhing Invention, and after all, an incredible Defeé& of
Memory ; fo that it is noWander, if from all thefe nothing
Farti"&{-:f:mble can be extrated. Sfca:m’fy, {H;c thofe, who,
Impatient of a long and fteady Curt,, fubmit to all Sorts of
Preic.:pt.ons and Rccmtf«) the 53000 Man hemg extremely
timorous of any Way failing in aThing he had fo wholly{et
hlaumitvpm fuffered him{elfat laft tobeover-ruled by the
tommon Oguuon, and cnmpwu g with the Method of the
Time, having'no longer thoie Perfons he had bmugﬂtout of
draly; and who had given him the firlt Model of Education,:
about him, lre fent me at fix Years of Age to the College of
Guienng,at that time the rr.uis.Louuﬂw.lngmﬂ ance. And the
Itwas not pefiible to md any Thing to Lhr Care he had to
Provide me the moft able Tutors, hn’h all other Circums-
lances of Education, re _f:rwng...{o feveral particular Rules
tontrary to the Collc ege Pratlice; butfo it was, that with
8l thefe Precautions, it was a Lo“uﬁc ftill. My Latin
mmedia ately grew corrupt, of wlﬂm alio by Difconti-
fance I haye imce loft uHMan“el of Ufe: Sp that this new
2 Way
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Way of Inftitution ferved me to no other End, th:mc.
atmy firft coming to prefer me to the firft Forms: . Fori|
thirteen Years old, that I came out of the Lollege, Iht }
run through my whak Courfe, (as they call it) and, i}
T'ruth, withou it any Manner of Improv 6111c:1t that T |
honeitly bn_g of, in all this Time. The f firft Thing ti |
gave me any Talfte of Books, was the Pleafure Ima:’.ri
n.udmg the Fables of Owid’s Metame 101L~ and witl |
them I was fo taken, that being but nor eight Yex |
old, I would fteal from all other Dmr_nl;: ents 10 14 |
thcm, both by Reafon that this was my own h..kL.(.lLL
ouage, the eafieft Book tha I was acq J_ﬂmrw with, 2t |
for the Sul mcz, the moft 1c 4:1»_ 1 to tneC"paEi"'
of my Age . For as for La: ’,’.'f .‘_ai., Amadis de Ga
Huon of Bourdeauz, ch Trumpery, which Chi
dltl’ are moit m,]lfauh 1 with, I had never fo much as beit |
their Names, no more than I yet know what they contat; |
fo exact was the Difcipline wherein I was brought o |
But this was =;"C’J‘]""':‘ to “,‘.iw me negleft the other beflis |
itely to my Advik
have to do ‘.\“:Tii . underd u‘;.».ul:* IL*OI \I]‘L‘

ICE
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and {g
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Iy weil knew difcree 1} {o conr *.-.".’. t‘.- tais s and oth
3 : i ¥ for b en |
Truantries of the h!“TLC INature; for 137 1 5 \i ans, ]"

thro 'mlﬂwia 5 . Pﬁ_“‘j and fome ke
han x.umcmm, allured by the ';\'.{3- tnefs and Pleafure of ti
Subjet ; whereas, | } {

1e been fo foolith as to-have taked |
me Uff this 4.11'.“*. [ do rc:_ll.v believe I had IJTUIJ”'

Hatred of BcoLs.u
"jh oft all our young Gentlemen do; bat he carried himf
very difereetly in .il’LiR finefs, je::'nmg to take I*O“*O'{h
' ing me only fuch Time as I could fteal from
1 l th moderate b:';:’.i:, which whet
our thofe Books I was naturally fomu
<, For the cﬂ,.‘,i r1111.=]§\ my Fal
leavour to whom he had deliver®
-uucs._ion, was f«ﬁ'.bzutv f Manners and g’f“
Humour; and, to fay tl "J'rL:':'iz, mine had no ot
Vice but.Sloth and Want of Met tlt. There was no e
that I would LO ill, but that I would do nothing; No-bed
ted that Iw ’fdld be wig ked, but ufelefs; tilfﬁ“ lwtl

t e :"'I lice in my Nature; and 1
S
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ingly. The Complaints I hear of 1?'
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#1f are thefe, he is idle, cold in the Offices of Friendfhip
and Relation, and remifs in thofe of the Publick ; he is
too particular, he is too proud : But the moft injurious do
not fay, Why has he taken fuch a Thing ? Why hds he
not paid fuch a one? But why does he part with nothing ?
Why does he not give ? And I thould take it for a Favour
that Men would expeét from me no greater ffeéts of Su-
pererrogation than thefe. But they are unjuft to exat from
me what I do not owe s and in condemning me {0 it, they
offace the Gratification of the A&, and deprive me of
the Gratitude that would be due to me upon {uch a Boun-
ty; whereas the aétive Benefit ought to be of fo much the
greater Valoe from my Hands; by how much I am not
paffive that Way at all. I can the more freely difpofe of

my Fortune, the more it is mine, and of myf{elf the more
Tam my own. Nevertherlefs, if i were good at fetting
out my own Adions, I could peradventure very well
repel thele Reproaches, and could give fome to under-
ftand, that they are not {o much offended, that I do not
enough, as that I am able to do a great deal more than I
do. Yet for all this heavy Difpofition of mine, myMind,
when retired into it{elf, was not & together idle, nor wholly
deprived of folid Inquifition, nor of certain and infallible
Refults about thofe Objeéts it could comprehend, and
could alfo without any Helps digeft them 5 but amongft
other Things, I do really believe, it had been totally im-
poffible to have made it to fubmit by Violence and Force.
Shall I here acquaint you with one Faculty of my Yonth?
I had great Boldnefs and Aflurance of Countenance, and
to that_a Flexibility of Voice and Gefture to any Part I
undertook to aét.

Alier ab undecimo tum me wix ceperat annus ™.

For the next Year to my eleventh had

Me but a very few Days older made.
‘-} h:’:n I played the chiefeft Parts in the Latin Tragedies of
Buchanan, Guerent, and Muretus, that were prefented in
our College of Guienne,with very great Applaufe ; wherin
Andreas Goveanus, our Principal, as inall other Parts of his

* Virg. Bucol. 8.
Undertakingy
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Undert'ikipg, was, without Comparifon, the beft of th |
Employment in Frante . ; and I was locked upon asoned |
the chief Altors, *Tisan Exercife that I do not difapprr
in young People of Condition, and have fince feen out
Princes, by the Example of thc Ancients, in Perfon hand
fomly and commendably perform thefe Exercifes; andi

was moreover allowed to Perfons of the frre&teﬁ%a ity
profefs, and make aT'rade of it m Greece,  Arifloni Tragin
adllori rem aperet : Huic & genus, & fortuna bonefla eran;
Nec Ars, quia nibil tal apud Grecos ;zm’mf &f ea deformabus®,
He i p"zrtz’d this _/f,ffmz to Arifto the 7 Jﬁrﬁe?’if’!:, a Manifa |
g0od Family and Fortune, avhich, neverthelefs, did J;:zh,,r.;"
them receive a 7y Blemifo by that P rofe #’!m ; :J-;r‘éf'e"” fh
Kind being reputed a f):j,‘m'cmw wt in Greece, I\ay [ have

.‘m.u.a taxed thofe wr"h Inw“u tinence, who condemn thek

Entertainments, and with 11\_; uftice thofe who refufe tost
mit fuch Comedians as are worth feeing into the gﬂrﬂ
TDWP% and g udge the Pe ople that nm,I:LL Diverfion
Well- govern'd LLT’E.‘GLL[;U”‘: take (J(: T {0 ::ﬂf"flb]ethmrb
':':m._., not only to the folemn Duties of Devotion, but
alfo to Sports and ““t"‘ &tacles, They find Soc en'and Friend:
fhip augmented by it ; and befides, can there poffibly b
”"I“w"‘fi a more orderly and tmum Diverfion, than wh!
is performed in the Sight of every one, and very oftenil
the Prefence of the mmenu. 1\1 ‘”‘!1?‘.‘,1&, himfelf ¢ Andl;
for my Part, fhould think it: L?'umm!e that the Princt
fhould fometimes f*l"*'rth ]1r‘~ People at his own Expence;
and that in great and popular Cities there might be Thez:
tres erefted tor fuch Entertainments, if but to divert then
from w 0"16 and more private Aftions. But to return o Dy
Subjedt, there is nothing like alluring the,%upehte and Af
.ﬁ'fz-s;,? otherwile you 1 make s‘;:,tn,r.g but fo many Aft
3”36'?:‘ with Books, and by Virtue of the Lafh, give ﬂ‘f"‘ i
their Pocket full of Learni ng to keep ; whereas, t0 dowe
you fhould not only lodge it with them, but maket hﬂﬁ
CT}?Ollikj it.
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