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That it is Folly to meafure Truth and Error by
our own Gapacity.

’TIS not perhaps without Reafon, that we attribute
Facility of Belief and Eafinefs of Perfuafion to Sim-
plicity and Ignorance, and I have heard Belief com-
pared to the Impreflion of a Seal ftamp’d upon the Soul,
which, by how much fofter and of lefs Refiftance it is, 1s
the more eafy to be impofed upon. Ut neceffe ¢ff lancem in
libra ponderibus impofitis, de primis fic animum perfpicuis ce-
deres As the Scale of the Balance muft give Way to the
Weight that preffes it down, fo-the Mind muft of Nece(fity yield
t Demonflration: And by how much the Soul i1s more
empty, and without Counterpoife, with {o much greater
Facﬂiiy it dips under the Weight of the firit Perfuafion.
And this is the Reafon that Children, the common People,
Women, and fick Folks, are moft apt to be led by the Ears.
But then, on the other Side, ’tis a very great Pre{fumption,
to flight and condemn all Things for falfe that do notap-
pear to us likely to be true ; which is the ordinary Vice of
fuch as fancy themfelves wifer than their Neighbours. I
was myfelf once one of thofe ; and if I heard Talk of dead
Folkswalking, of Prophecies, Enchantments, Witcheraft,
or any other Story, Ihad no Mind to believe,

Somnia, terrores magicos, miracyla, Jagas,
&S e
Nocturnas lemures, portentaque Theflala.
3 L
Dreams, magick 'Terrors, Wonders, Sorceries,
L=

Hobgoblins, or Theffalian Prodigies.
Tprefently pitied the poor People that were abufed by thefe
Follies ; whereas I now find, that T myf{elf was to be pitied
as much at leaft as they ; not that Experience has taught me
HT’?Thiﬂg to convince my former Opinion, though my Cu-
riofity hasendeavoured thatWay 3 but Reafon has inftructed
me, that thus refolutely to condemn any Thing for falfeand

smpofiible,
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198 MonTalcene’s Effays,

impoffible, is arrogantly and impioufly to circumfcribead
limit the Will of God, and the Power of Nature, withi
the Bounds of my own Capacity, than which no Folly
be greater. If we give the Namesof Monfter and Mir
to every Thing our Reafon cannot comprehend, how ma |
are continually prefented before our Eyes? Let us butem
fider through what Clouds, and as it were groping inf
Dark, our Teachers lead us to the Knowledge of mofd
the Things we apply our Studies to, and we fhall find tht
it is rather Cuftom than Knowledge that takes away t %'
Wonder, and renders them eafy and familiar to us.

——— Fam nemo ceffis faturufyue vidends,
Sufpicere in Cali dignatur Jucida Templa®.

S —

Already glutted with the Sight, now none
Heaven’s lucid Temples deigns to look upon,
And that if thofe Things were now newly prefented fo® |
we fhould think them as firange and incredible, if mi |
more than any others. '

8i nunc primum morialibus adfint
Ex improvifo, feu fint objella repents,
Nil magis bis rebus poterat mirabile dici, .
Aut minus ante quod guderent fire credere gonlit

Where Things are {uddenly, and by Surprize
Juft now objeCted new to mortal Eyes,

At nething could they be aftonifh’d more,
Nor lefs than what they fo admir'd before.

He that had never feen a River, imagined the firltke
met with to be the Sea, and the greateft Things that have |
fallen within our Knowledge, we conclude the Extremé
that Nature makes of the Kind,

Scilicet & fluvius qui non eff maximus, e off
Qui non anie-aliguem majorem widit €5 inpens ;
o s 1 _{ & 4 [ :
Arbor homogue videiur, (& omnia de genere omni
Maxime qua widit quifque, hee ingentia fingit]

e ———————————

A little River unto him does feem,
That bigger never faw, a mighty Stream :
T e T — - e
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Of meafuring Truth and Error. 199
ibe aid A Tree, a Man ; any Thing feems to his View
withi O'th’ Kind the greateft, that ne'er greater knew.
lly ca
Vlivack Confuetudine Oculorum, affuefcunt animi, neque admirantur,
o eque requirunt rationes earum rerum, quas femper vident ®.
1t oo Things grow fzm:ifz'm' to Men's Minds f being ofien feen 5 Jfo
in the that they weither admire, nor are .El.i'g'e;?.’.r'_r;r{.?:'ﬂl';:[". z'::qu Things they
ok daily fee. 'The Novelty, rather than the Greatnefs of
id tht Things, tempts us to enquire into L‘heii_‘ (‘f:auf'ca But we are
gkl  tojudge with more Reverence, and with greater Acknow-

ledgment of our own Ignorance and Infirmity of this infi-
nite Power of Nature. How many unlikely Things are
there teftified by People of very good Repute, which if
we cannot p::r[-uf‘:.c_ic ourfelves 1’._1'{..‘!-UIL{LE‘?1}' ‘i.'L) believe, we
ought at leaft to leave them in Sufpence? For, to conclude

"
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b them impofiible, is by a temerarious Prefumption to pre-
' tend to know the utmoft Bounds of Peflibility. Did we

i nghtly underftand the Difference betwixt impofible,
s betwixt extraordina ry, and what is contrary to the common
i Opinion of Men, in believing rafhly, and on the other Side,

in being not too incredulous, we fhould then obferve the

Rule of Ne guid nimis, enjoined by Ckilb. When we find

in Froiffard, that the Count de Foix knew in Bearn the De-

it featof Fobz King of Caflile, at Juberoth, the next Day af-

ter, and the Means by which he tells us he came to do fo,
we may be allowed to be alittle merry at it, as alfo at what
our Annals report, that Pope Honorius, the fame _DP-._’;.' that
King Philip Auguflus died at Mant performed his pub-
lick Obfequies at Rome, and commanded the like through-
out all Zialy; the Teitimony of thefe Authors not being

ot he
AL L

have perhaps of Authority enough to reftrain us. But what if
el Plutarch, befides feveral Examples that he produces out of

Antiquity, tellsus, he is aflured by certain Knowledge, that
in the Time of Domitian, the News of the Battle loft by
Antonius: in Germany, was publifhed at Rome, many Days
Journey from thence, and difperfed throughout the whale
World, the {ame Day it was fought: And if Czfar was of

pinion, that it has often happened, that the Report has
preceded the Accident ; fhall we not {ay, that thefe fimple

* Cicero de Nat, Deor.
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200 MonTaicNe’s Effays.

People have {uffered themfelves to be deceived with the Vil
gar, for not having been fo clear-fighted as we? Isthereany
Thing more delicate,more clear, more fprightly than Pl
Judgment, when he is pleafed to fet it to work ¥ Ay
Thing more remote from Vanity ! Setting afide his Lean:
ing, of which I make lefs Account, in which of thefed
any of us excel him ? And yet there is fcarce a puifneS:
phifter that does not convince him of Untruth, and tha
pretends not to inftruct him in the Progrefs of the Work
of Nature: When we read in Bouchet the Miracles of S
Hilary's Relicks ; away with it, his Authority is not fuff
cient to bear us the Liberty of contradi@ing him : Butge:
nerally to condemn all fuch like Stories, feems to meanIm:
pudence of the worft Character. The great St. Aupufin
profefles himfelf to have feen a blind Child recover Sight
upon the Relick of St. Geraafe ; and St. Protafius at Mias,
a Woman at Carthage cured of a Cancer, by the Signof2
Crofs made upon her by a Woman newly baptized ; Hejje
r1u5, a familiar Friend of his, to have driven away the §pi
rits that haunted his Houfe, with a little Earch of the Sepil
chre of ourLord ; which Earth being alfo tranfported thent
into the Church, 2 Paralytick to have there been {uddenly
cured by it; a Woman in Proceflion, having touched?}
Stepber’s Shrine with a Nofegay, and after rubbing herEfs
with it, to have recovered her Sight loft many Vears befoj
with feveral other Miracles, of which he profeffes hinifef
to have been an Eye-Witnefs. Of what fhall we accile
him and the two holy Bifhops, Aurelius and Maximiwy
both which he attefts to the Truth of thefe Things? S'ﬂ_kf[
it be of Ignorance, Simplicity, and Facility ; or of Mg
lice or Impofture ? Is any Man now living fo impudent
as to think himfelf comparable to them, either in Firfi
Piety, Learning, Judgment, or any Kind of Perfeds H
Dui ut Rationem nuliam afferent, ipfa Authoritate me fro
gerent*. Wha, though they fhould give me no Reafon for wiit
they éiﬁ’z}'m, would yet convince me wwith their duthority, "18
a Prefumption of great Danger and Confequence, befides
the abfurd Temerity it draws after it, to contemn what We
do not comprehend. For after that, according to your i€
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¥ Cicero 2, de Div. 1. 2. el 11
Underftandings
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Of meafiring Truth and Brror. 261

Underftanding, you have eftablifh'd the Limits of Truth
and Error, and that afterwards there appears a Neceflity
upon you of believing ftranger Things than thofe you have
contradicted, you are already oblig’d to quit your Hold,
and to acquiefce. That which feems to me fo much to dif-
order our Confciences in the Commotions we are now in
concerning Religion, isthe Catholicks difpenfing {o much
with their Belief; they fancy they appear moderate and
wife, when they grant to the Huguenots fome of the Articles
in Queftiori; but befides that, they do not difcern what
ddvantage it is to thofe with whom we contend, to begin
to give Ground; and to retire, and how much this ani-
matesour Enemy to follow his Blow : Thefe Articles which
they infift upon as Things indifferent, are fometimes of
Yery great Importance, and dangerous Confequence. We
areeither wholly and abfolutely to fubmit ourfelves to the
Authority of our ecclefiaftical Polity; or totally throw off
all Obedience to it. *Tis not for us to determine what and
hmnf much Obedience we owe to it, and this I can fay; as
heving myfelf made Trial of it, that having formerly
taken the Liberty of my own Swing and Fancy, and omit-
ed or neglected certain Rules of the Difcipline of our

hﬂfth, which feem’d to e vain, and of no Foundation ;
ming afterwards to difcourfe it with learned Men, I have
fﬂi{ﬁd thofe very ‘Things to be built upon very good and
folid Ground, and ftrong Foundation; and that nothing
it Bratality and Ignorance make us receive them with
s Reverence than the reft : Why do we not confider
What an_tradi&ions we find in our own Judgments, how
?3“)’ Things were Yefterday Articles of our Faith, that
tﬂ'dﬂ? appear no other than Fables ? Glory and Curiofi-
‘?afﬂ the Scourges of the Soul ; of which, the laft prompts
w10 thruft our Nofes into every Thing, and the other for~
i85 05 to Jeaye any Thing doubtful and undecided.

Vou, I, P CHAP,
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