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ESSAYS
O F

MichaelSeigr. de Montaigne,

BOOK I . PART IL

C H A P-, XXVIII.
Nine and twenty Sonneis of Eftienne de- Is

Boetie, to Madam de Grammont5 Countefs
ofGuiffon.

vA D A M, I offer your Ladymip nothing of
mine, either becaufe it is already yours,
or becaufe I find nothing in my Writings
worthy of you : But I have a great Defire
that thefe Verfes, into what Part of the
World foever they may trayel, may car¬
ry your Name in the Ftont , for the

nonour will accrue to them, by having the great Co-r'janda de Andornsfor their fafe Conduft : I conceive
jhis Prefent, Madam , fo much the ir.ore proper for you,
both by Reafon there are few Ladies in France, who are fo
g"°d jadges of Poetry, and make fo good Üfe cf it as ycu
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2ig - Montaigne '.? Eßays.
äo ; as alfo that there is none who can give it that Spitt
and Life your Ladyfhip does , by that incomparableVoict
Nature has added to your other Perfeäions ; you will find,
Madam , that thefe Verfes deferve your Efteem, and will,
I dare fay , concur with me in this , that Gafcmjnevti
yielded more Invention , finer Expreffion , or any that
more evidently fhew themfelves to have flowed fronti
malterly Hand : Be not jealous then that you have bat tili
Remainder of what I publifhed fome Years fince, und«
the Name of Monfieur de Foix, your brave Kinfman; fa
certainly thefe have fomething in them more fpntelf
and luxuriant , as being writ in a greener Youth, and
enflamed with that noble Ardour which I will teil you

Ladyfhip in your Ear . The cther were writ fince, wkei
he was a Suitor in the Hotiour of his Wife , already reift

ing I know not what matrimonial Coldnefs : And fe
myPart , Iam of the fame Opinion with thofe who hold,
that Poefy appears no where fo gay , as in awantonaii
irregulär Subjeft.

Thefe nine and liventy Sonnet's that ixere ivferted berl,*
ßifce printed tviih Ms other Works.

C H A P. XXIX.

Of Moderation.

AS if we had an infeaious Touch , we, by ourMä*
of Handling , corrupt Things that in thernfelvesa«

laudabie and good : We may grafp Viitue fo hard, tulj
becomes vicious , if we embrace it too itreight , andf
too violent a Defire . Thofe who fay , there is neverat<
Excefs in Virtue , forafmuch as it is no Virtue, w««"

once becomes Excefs , only play upon Words.

Infam fapiens notnen ferat , <zquus iniqui,
Ultra quam Jatis eß, <virtutem ß petat ipfam*•

* Eorace 1. 1. Epifi . 6.



Of Moderation.

The Wife for Mad , the Juft for Unjuft pafs,
When more than needs, ev'n Virtue they embrace,

this is a fubtle Confideration in Philofoplvy. A Man may
both be too mnch in Love with Virtue , and be exceffive
in ajuft Aftion. Holy Writ agrees with this, Be not tvi/er
thtrnpu fiould ; but be foberly wife. I * have known a
great Man prejudice the Opinion Men had * ^ ^ .of his Devotion by pretending to bedevout „
beyond all Examples of others of his Con- ^ third ofdition. I love temperate and moderate Na- pr^nceture. An immoderate Zeal , even to that
which is good, though it do^s not offend, does aftonifh nie,
and puts me to ftudy what Name to give it . Neither the
Mother of Paufanias, who was the firft. Impeacher of herSon, and threw the firil Stone towards his Death ; nor
Toflhumusthe Diclator, who put his Son to Death , whom
the Ardour of Youth had fortunately puiht upon theEnemya little more advanced than the reft of his Squadron, ap-
pear to me altogether as ftrange ; and I fliould neither ad-vife, nor iike to follow, a Virtue fo favage in itfelf, andthat cofls fo dear. The Archer that flioots over miffes as
well as he that falls fhort, and ' tis equally troublefom to
jnySight, tolook upat agreatLight , and tolook down intoa dark Abyfs. Callkles in Plato i'ays, That the Extremity
of Philofophy is hurtful, and advifesnot to dive into it be¬
yond the Limits of Profit ; that taken moderately, it is
pleafant and ufeful ; but that in the End, it r'enders a Man
brutifh and vicious; a Concemner of Religion and the com¬
mon Laws; anEnemyto civil Converfation, and all human
Pleafures} incapable of all publick Adminiftration ; unfit
either to affiftothers, or to relieve himfelf ; and a fit Obje£t
for all Sorts of Injuries and Affronts, without Remedy or.Satisfaflion: He fäys true, for in it's Excefs, it enflaves our
natural Freedom, and by an impertinent Subtilty, leads us
outof the fair and beaten Way that Nature has plained out
tor us. The Love we bear to our Wives is very fawful, and)'rt Theology thinks fit to curb and reftrain it . As I re-
»ember, Ihave read in one Place of St. Thomasof Aqubu
where he condemns Marriage within any of the forbidder.

Q _7, DegreeS;,



220 Montaigne ^ Ej/ays.
Degrees, for this Reafon, amongft others, that there is fome
Danger , left the Friendfhip a Man bears to fuchaWomaa
Ihould be immoderate ; for if the conjugal Affeöion befüll
and perfect betwixt them, as ought to be, and that it be
over and above furcharged with that of Kindred too,there
jsno Doubt butfuch an Addition will carry theHufbandbe-
yond theBounds of Reafon. Thofe Sciences that regulatt
the Manners of Men , Divinity and Philofophy, willhave
a Saying to every Thing . There is no Aftion fo private
that can efcape their Infpe£lion and Jurifdiftion, but thej
are bell taught , who are bell able to cenfure and etil
their own Liberty . 'Tis the Women that expofe their N*
dities over freely, upon the Account of Pleafure, thoughin
the Neceffitiesof Phyfick andChirurgery , they are moll%'
and more referved. Iwill therefore, in their Behalf, teacJ
the Hulbands, that is, fuch as are too extravagant and fet
fual in the Exercife of the matrimonial Duty, thisLelfa,
that the very Pleafures they enjoy in the Society of the::
Wives, are reproachable, if immoderate , and thatakei-j
tious and riotous Abufe of them, are Faults, as reproveabk[
here, as illegitimate and aduitercus Praftices. Thofe im-
modelt and debauched Tricks and Pcltures, that the»
Ardour fuggefts to us in this AfFair, are notonly indecentf
but inconveniently praftifed upon our Wives. Let d*81
at leaft learn Impudency from another Hand ; they areal-
ways ready enough for our Bufinefs, and I, for my Partî j
ways went the piain Way to work . Marriage is afolem»
and religious Tie ,and therefore the Pleafure weextraöfi« I
thence ihould be a fober and ferious Delight, and nd j
with a certain Kind of Gravity ; it fhould be a Kindof* [
crect ar.d confcientious Pleafure . And being that the cbrei:
End of it is Generation , fome make a Queftion whetlft!
when Men are out of Hopes of that Fruit, as when*
Wives are fuperannuated or already with Child, it bei*
ful to lye with them . 'Tis Homicide , accordingtoA
and certain Nations (the Mahometaiiamongft others)aoc*
riate all Conjunction with Women with Child, and othtfi
alfo, with thofe who are unclean. Xenobiawould tero
admit her Hufband for more than one Encounter, * '

which fhe left him to his own Swing for the wholcTi«'
of her Conception, and not 'tili afte-r that , would anym*reise
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recieve him : A brave Example of conjugal Continency.
It was doubtlefs from fome lafcivious Poet , and one that
himfelf was in great Diftrefs for a little of this Sport , that
Ftoborrowed this Story ; that Jupiter was one Day fo hot
upon his Wife , that not having fo much Patience , as ' tili
fhe could get to the Couch , he threw her upon the Floor,
where the Vehemency of Pleafure made him folget the
great and important Refolutions he had but newly taken
with the reft of the Gods , in his cceleftial Council ; and
to brag, that he had had as good a Bout as when he got
her Maidenhead unknown to herParents . The Kings of
ferßa were wont to invite theirWives to theBcginning of
their Feftivais-; but when the Wine began to work in good
Earneft,and that they were to give theReins to Pleafure , they
fent them back to theirprivate Apartment , that they might
notparticipate of their im moderne Luft , fendingfor other
Women in their Stead , with whom they were not obliged
to fo great a Decorum of Refpedt . All Pleafures , and all
Sons of Gratifications , are not properly and fitly conferred
upon all Sorts of Perfons . Epaminondas had committed a
young Man for certain Debauches ; for whom Pehpidas mc-
diated, that at his Requeft he might be fet at Liberty,which,
notwithftanding the great Underftanding betwixt them,
Epammeiidasrefolutely denied to him , but granted it at the
firfb Word to a Wench of his, who made the fame Intercef-
fion; faying, that it was a Gratification fit for fuch a one as
Ale, bat not for a Captain . Sophodes being joint Praetor
withPerkks , feeing accidentally a fine Boy pafs by , O !
what adelicate Boy is that , faid he : Ay , that were a Prize,
anfweredPericles, for any other than a Praetor , who ought
not only to have his Hands , but his Eyes chafte . Elms V»-
mi the Emperor , anfwered his Wife , who reproached him
with hisLove to other Women , That he did it upon acon-
fcientious Account , inafmuch as Marriage was a Name of
Honour and Dignity , not of wanton and lafcivious Defire.
And ourEcclefiaftkal Hiftory preferves the Memory of that
Woman in greatVeneration,who parted from her Hufband,
becaufe fhe would not comply with his indecent and jnor-
dinateDefire. In fine, there is nofo juft and lawful Pleafure,
wherein thelntemperance andExcefs is not to be condemned.
Butto fpeak theTruth , is not Man a moft miferable Crea-

'iure the while ? Jj js fcarce , by his natural Condition , in
Co his
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his Power to tafte one Pleafure pure and entire ; and yti
he muft be contriving Do&rines and Precepts, to curtf.il
that little he has ; he is not yet wretched enough imlefsby
Art and Study he augments his own Mifery.

Fortunte miferas auximus arte <viasf .

We with Misfortune 'gainft ourfelves take Part,
And our own Miferies encreafe by Art.

Human Wifdom makes as ill IHe of her Talent,wlienfe
cxercifes it in refcinding from the Number and Svveetnefs
of thofe Pleafures that are naturally our Due, as(he es-
ploys it favourably and well, in artificially difguifingam1
tricking out the Iiis of Life , to alleviate the Senfe oflim.
Had I ruled theRoaft, I ihould have taken another, and mois
natural Courfe.which , to fay theTruth , is both commodioe
and facred, and fhould,peradventure ( have been abletoha«
limited it too. Notwithitanding that both our fpiritualait
corporal Phyficians, as by Compaö betwixtthemfclv«,caa
find no other Way to eure, nor other Remedy for the LA'
rnities of the Body and the Soul, than what is oft-tine
worfe than the Difeafe, by tormenting us more, and bj
adding to our Mifery and Pain . To this End Watchif,
Faftings, Hairfhirts , remote and folitary Banilhrnerit,
perpetual Imprifonments , Whips , and other Affiifc
have been introduced amongft Men : But fo, that tlt;
ftould carry -aSting with them, and be real Affliäio«
ündeed; and not fall out fo as it once did to öneGalüM1
having been fent an Exile into thelfie of Lefics, New*
not long after brought to Rome, that he there lived as*
ry as the Day was long s and that what had been enjow
him for aPenance turned to his greateft Pleafure and Sa*
faäion : Whereupon the Senate thought fit to recalin
home to his Wife and Family , and confine him toW
own Houfe, to aecommodate theirPunimmenttohisFeeli»S
and Apprehenfion. For to him whom Faffing wW
make more healthful and more fpritely, and l»^ * '
whofe Pakte Fifh was more acceptable than Flelh, it w»

* Propert. I. 3. EU. 6.
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he 110 proper nor fanative Receipt ; no more than in the
other Sort of Phyfick, where the Drugs liave no Effecl
upon him who fwallows them with Appetite and Pleafure.
The Bitternefs of the Potion, and the Abhorrence of the
Patient, are neceiTary Circumftances to the Operation.
TheNature that would eat Rhubarb like buttet 'd Turnips s
would fruftrate the Ufe and Virtue of it ; it muft be fome-
thing to trouble and difturb the Stomach, that muft purge
and eure it : And here the common Rule , that Things are
«ired by their Contraries, fails ; for in this , one ill is cured
by another. This Belief a little refembles that other fo
ancient one, of thinking to gratify the Gods and Nature by
Self-murther ; anOpinion uriiverfally once reeeived in all
Religions, and to this Day retained in fome. For in thefe
latter Times wherein our Fathers lived , Ämurath, at the
takingof an Iflomm, immolated fix Hundred young Grseks
to his Father's Soul, in the Nature of a propitiatory Sacri-
fice for the Sins of the Deceafed. And in thofe new Coun-
tries difcovered in this Age of ours, which are pure, and
Virgins yet, in Comparifon of ours, this Pra-£tice is in
fome Meafure every where reeeived . All their Idols reek
with human Blood, not without variousExamples of horrid
Cruelty. Some they burn alive, and half broiled take
them off the Coals to tear out their Hearts and Entrails;
others even Women they flea alive, and with their bloody
Skins clothe and difguife others . Neither are we without
great Examples of Conftancy and Refolution in this Affair:
The poor Souls that are to be facrificed, old Men, Women,
andChildren, going fome Days before to beg Alms for the
Offering of their Sacrifice, and fo finging and dancing,
prefent themfelves to the Slaughter . The Ambafladors of
the King of Mexico, fetting out to Fernando Cortez the Power
and Greatnefs of their Malter , after having told him that he
had thirty Vafläls, of which each was able to raife an hun^
dred Thoufand fighting Men, and that he kept his Court
in the faireft and bell fortified City under the Sun, added at
kft, that he was obliged yearly to offer the Gods fifty Thou¬
fand Men. And it is confidently affirmed, that he main-
tamed a continual War with fome potent neighbouring
Nations, not only to keep the young Men in Exercife, but
principally, to have wherewithal to furnifh his Sacrifices
with hjs Prifoners of War . At a certain Town in another

Q __4 Plate,
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Place, for the Welcome of the faid Corfez, they facrificed
fifty Men at once. I will teil you.this oneTale more, and
I have done ; fome of thefe People being beaten by hin,
Jent to compliment him , and to treaf with him of a Peace,
whofe MeiTengers carried him three Sorts of Prefents,
which they prefented in thefe Terms : Bchold, Lord, bete
are five Slaves, if thou art a furious God that feedft upon
Flefh and ßiood, eat thefe, and we will bring thee mores
if thou art an affable God , behold here Incenfe andFea-
thers ; but if thou art a Man, take thefe Fowls and tiefe
Fruits that we have brought thee.

C H A P. XXX.
Of Cannilals.

1T7HEN Pyrrhus King of Epirus invaded H
VV having viewed and confidered the Order of the

Army the Romansfe'nt out to meet him ; I know not, faid
he , what Kind of Barbariatis (for fo the Greekscalledall
other Nations) thefe may be ; but the Difcipline of thu
Army that I fee has nothing of Barbarity in it. As much
faid the Greeksof that which Flaminiusbrought into their
Country ; and Philip beholding , from an Eminence, tk
Order and the Difpofition of the RomanCamp, led int»
Iiis Kingdom by Pubiius Sulpitius Galba, fpake to the 6«
Effect. By which it appears, how cautious Men ought
to be, of taking Things upon Traft from vulgär Opinioit,
and that we are to j udge by the Eye of Reafon, and not
from common Report . I have long had a Man inW
Houfe, that lived ten or twelve Years in the new World
difcovered in thefe latter Days, and in that Part of it where
Velegaignonlanded , which he Called Antarlick tra>"'-
This Difcovery of fo vaft a Country feems to be of ver)'
great Confideration ; and we are not fure, that hereafe
there may not be another , fo many wifer Men than we
having beendeceived in this . I am afraidourEyesarebf
ger than our Bellies, and that we have more Curiofity than

z Capacitys
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Capacity; for we grafp at all , but catch nothing but Air.
Flalobrings in Sohn, telling a Story that he had heard
from the Priefts of Sais in jEgypt , that of old , and before
theDeltige, there was a great lfland call 'd Atlantis , fituate
direöly at the Mouth of the Streigat of Gibralter , whicb.
contain'd more Ground than both Afrkk and Afia put to-
gether; and that the Kings of that Country , who not
cmly poffeft that Ifle , but extended their Dominion fo far
into the Continent , that they had a Country as large as
Afrkkto JEgypt, and as long as Europe to Tufcany, attempt-
ed to encroach eyen upon Afia, and to fubjugate all the Na-
tions that border upon the Mediterranean Sea, as far as the
Gulph of Marc Maggkre ; and to that Effect, over -ran all
Spam, the Gauls , arm Italy , fo ' faras to penetrate into
Greece, where the Atbenians flopt* the Torrent of their
Arms: Butfome Time xfter , both the Athenians, they , and
their liland« were fwaliowed by the Fiood.

Itis very likely , that this violent Irruption and Inun-
dation of Water made a wonderful Change , and ftrange
Alteration in the Habitations of the Earth : As ' eis faid
that the Sea then divided Sicily from Italy ;

Hrec locanji quondam, & wafta conimlfa ruina,
Diffiluijfe ferunt : cum protinus utraque tellus,
U/ta faret *.■

Tis faid thofe Places by the o' erbearing Flood,
Too great and violent to be withftood,
Split, and was thus from one another rent,
Which were before one folid Continent.

Cfprusfrom Syria ; the Ifle of Negrapont from the firm
Land of Baeotia ; and elfewhere , united Lands that were
feparate before, by filling up the Channel betwixt them
with Sand and Mud ;

•- Sterilefque diu palus, aptaque remis
Ficinas urbes alit , Cif grave fentit aratrum \ .

* Virg, 2En . I. 3 . f Horat . in Art . Poet, Where
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Where fterile reraigable Marihes now
Feed neighb 'ring Cities and admit the Plough.

But there is no great Appearance, that this Ifle was tte
new World fo lately difcover'd : For that almoft touch'J
upon Spain, and it were an incredible Effect, of an Iminfc
tkm, to have tumbled fo prodigiousa Mafs abovetweln
hundred Leagues : Befides that , our modern Navigator
have already almoft difcover'd it to be no Ifland, kt &i
Land , and Continent , with the Eafl-lnrlieson the oneSiit,
and with the Land under the two Poles on two others; o:
if it be feparatedfrom them,*t;s by fo narrow a Streightail
fo inconfiderable a Channel , that it never the more deferte
the Name of an Ifland for that . It fhould feem, that in this
great Body, there are two Sorts of Motions, the one natu¬
ral , and the other febrifick, as there are inours. Wkni
conlider the Impreffion that our River of DorJoiomw
made in my Time , on the right Bank of it' s Defcent, and
that in twenty Years it has gain' d fo much, and unfo-
min 'd the Foundation of fo many Houfes, I perceiveitto
be an extraordinary Agitation : For had italwaysfbllw'4
this Courfe, or were hereafter to do it , the Profpeß of the
World would be totally chang 'd. But Rivers altert!»
Courfe , fometimes beating againfl the one Side, and Ii*
tirnes the other ; and fometimes quietly keeping the Chan¬
nel j Idonot fpeak of fudden Inundations , the Caufesof
which every Body underftands. In Medac, by the Sea-ßiore,
the Sieur cPArfac, my Brother , fees an Eftate, he had the«
buried under the Sands which the Sea vomits beforeiti
where the Tops of fome Houfes are yet to be feen, and
where his Rents and Revenues are converted into pitifulbar-
ren Pafturage :'The Inhabitants of which Place affirm.Tbt
oflate Years the Sea has driven fo vehemently upon them,
that they have loft above-four Leagues of Land: TM'
Sands are her Harbingers . And we now fee great Heaps
of moving Sand, that march half a League before her.

The other Teftimony from Antiquity , to which foW
would apply this Difcovery of the new World, is ia#
totle; at leaft, if that little Book of unheard Miracles be to.
He there teils us, That certain Carthaginians, havug
crofs' d the AtlantickSea without the Streightof Gihrd"<
and fiiiled a very long Time , difcover'd at laft a great*
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ftuitful Ifland, all cover' d over vvith Wood , and water'd
with feveral broad and deep Rivers ; far remote from
all firm Land , and that they, and others after them, al-
lur'd by the Pleafantnefs and Fertility of the Soil, went
thither with theirWives andChiidren , and began toplant
a Colony: But the Senate of Carthage, vifibly perceiving
their People by little and little to grovv thin , ifiu' d out an
exprefs Prohibition , That no one, upon Pain of Death,
fhould tranfport themfelves thither ; and alfo drove out
triefe new Inhabitants j fearing, ' tis faid, left in Procefs of
Time, they fhould fo multiply , as to fupplant themfelves,
and ruin their State. But this Relation of AriflotUüdoes
no more agree with our new found Lands, than the other.
This Man that I have is a piain ignorant Fellow, and there-
fore the more likely to teil Truth : For your better bred
Sort of Men are much more curious in their Obfervation.
'Tistrue, they difcover a great deal more, but then they
glofs upon it, and to give the greater Weight to what they
ueliver, and ailure your Belief, they cannot forbear a little
to alter the Story : They never reprefent Things to you
fimply as they are, but rather as they appear'd to them, or
as they would have them appear to you, and to gain the
Reputation of Men of Judgment , and the better to induce
your Faith, are Willing to help eut the Bufinefs with
fomethmg more than is really true, of their own Inven-
tion. Now in this Cafe we fhould either have a Man of
irreproachable Veracity , or fo limple, that he has not
wherewithal to contrive and to give a Colour of Truth to
falfe Relations, and that can have no Ends in forging an
Untruth. Such a one is mine ; and befides, the little
Sufpicion the Man lyes under, he has divers Times Ihewed
nie feveral Seamen and Merchants, that at the fameTime
went the fame Voyage. I fhall therefore content myfelf
with his Information , without enquiring what the Cofmo-
graphers fay to the Bufinefs. We Ihould have Maps to
trace out to us the particular Places where they have been;
but for having had this Advantage over u's, to have feen
the Holy Land, they would have the Privilege forfooth,
to teil us Stories of all the other Parts of the World befides.
I would haveevery one write what he knows, and as much
2s he knows, but no more ; and that not in this only,
Put in all other Subjeßs : Eor fuch a Perfon may have

fom?
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fome particular Knowledge and Experience of th« Natort
of fuch a River ; or fuch a Fountain , that as to other
Things knows no more than what every Body does, and
yet to keep a Clutter with this little Pittance of his, »1
undertake to write the whole Body of Phyficks : AVitt
from whence great Inconveniencies derive their Original,

Now , to return to my Subjeft , I find that there isno-
thing barbarous and favage in this Natior , by any Thing
that I can gather , excepting , That every one givestle
Title of Barbarity to every Thing that is not in Ufe in
his own Country : As indeed we have no other Level ol
Truth and Reafon , than the Example andldeaofthe
Opinions and Cuftoms of the Place wherein we live. There
is always the true Religion , there the perfeft Government,
and the moit exa £l and accompliuYd Ufance of all Thing:.
They are Savages at the fame Rate , that we fay Fruitsas
wild , which Nature produces of herfelf , and by heron
crdinary Progrefs ; whereas in Truth , we ought ratherto
call thofe wild , whoft Natures we have chang'd by ot;
Artifice , and diverted from the common Order . In thofe,
the genuine , moftufchiland natural Virtucs 2ndProperer,
are vigorous and fpritely , which we have help'd to dege*
rateinthefe , by aecommodating them to thePleafureef
cur own corrupted Palate . And yet for all this, our Tafe
confeffes a Flavonr andDelicacy , excellent even to Emula¬
tion of the beft of ours, in feveral Fruits thofe Countnes
abound with , without Art orCulture ; neither is it reafona-
ble , that Art fhouldgain the Pre -eminenceof our great and
powerful Mother , Nature . We have fo opprefs'd h«
with the additional Ornamentsand Graces which we hart
added to the Beauty and Riehes of our ownWorks by otr
Inventions , that we have almoft fmother ' d and choaH
her ; and yet in other Places , where fhe fhines in her w<
Purity , and proper Luftre , (he ftrangely bafrles and dif-
graces all our vain and frivolous Attempts,

Et -veniunt hedera fftinte fua melius,
Surgit y in felis formoßor arbutus antris,
Et witteret nulla duleiut arte eanunt *.

* Proper , l. l .ßiec . 2.
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The Ivy beft fpontaneoufly does thrive,
TVArbutus beft in fhady Caves does live,
And Birds in their wild Notes their Throats do ßretcfe
With greater Air , than Art itfelf can teach . .

Our utmoft Endeavours cannot arrive at fo much as to
imitate the Neft of the leaft of Birds, it 's Contextare,
Queintnefs and Convenience : Not fo much as the Web of
acontemptible Spider . All Things , fays Plato, areproduc 'd
either by Nature , by Fortune, or by Art ; the greateft and
moft beautiful by the one, or the other of the former, the
leaft and the moft imperfeft by the laft. Thefe Nations thers
feera to me to be fo far barbarous, as having receiv'd but
very little Form and Famion from Art and human Invention,
andconfequently, not much remotefrom their original Sim-
plicity. The Laws of Nature however govern them Hill, not
as yet mach vitiated with any Mixture of ours: But in fuch
Purity, that 1 am fometimes troubled we were no fooner
acquainted with thefe People, and that they wer» not dif-
cover'd in thofe better Times , when there were Men much
more able to judge of them, than we are . I am forry that
Lyurgusand Plato had no Knowledge of them ; for to my
Apprehenfion, what we now fee in thofe Natives, does not
only furpafs all the Images with which the Poets have
adorn'd the Golden Äge, and all their Inventions in feign-
inga happy State of Man ; but moreover the Fancy, and
even the Willi and Defire of Philofophy itfelf ; fonative,
and fo pure a Simplicity, as we by Experience fee to be
in them, could never enter into their Imagination , not
couid they ever believe that human Society could have
been maintain'd with fo little Artifice ; fhould I teil Plato
that it is a Nation wherein there is no Manner of Traffick,
no Knowledge of Letters, no Science of Numbers , no Name
of Magistrate, nor politick Superiority ; no ufe of Service,,
Riehes or Poverty; no Contracts, no Succeffions, no Divi.
dends, no Properties, no Employments, but thofe of Lei-
fure; no Refpeclof Kindred , but common ; no Clothing,
no Agriculture, no Metal, no ufe of Com or Wine ; and
where fo much as the very Words that fignify , Lying,
Treachery, Diflimulation, Avarice, Envy , Detraclion,
and Pardon,, were never heard of : How much would he

find
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find his imaginary Republick ftiort of his Perfecta?

Hos natura modus primum dedit-f.

Thefe were the Manners firft by Nature taught.

As to the reit, they live in a Cotmtry, beautiful and plea-
fant to a Miracle , and fo temperate withal , as my Iotelli-
gence informs me, that ' tis very rare tohear of afick Perlon,'
and they moreover aflure nie, that they never faw anyof
the Natives, either paralytick , blear -ey'd, toothlefs, or
crooked with Age . The Situation of their Country isall
along by the Sea-fhore, and enclos'd on the other Side to-
wards the Land, with great and high Mountains, having
about an hundred Leagues in Breadth between. They ha«
great Store of Fifh and Flelh Meat that have no Refem-
blance to ours, which they eat without any other Cookery,
than piain Boiling, Roafting , or Broiling . The firft that
carriedaHorfethither , thoughin feveralocherVoyagesk
had contrafted an Acquaintance and Farniliarity withtliem,
put them intofo terrible a Fright,that they kill'd himwith
their Arrows before they could come to difcover whok
he was. Their Buildings are very long, and of Capacity to
hold two or three hundred People, made of the Barks of
tall Trees , rear'd with one End upon the Ground, and
leaning to, and fupporting one another , at the Top, 11t
fome of our Barns, of which the Covering hangs down
to the very Ground , and ferves for the fide Walls. They
have Wood fo hard , that they cleave it into Swordf, and
make Grills of it to broil their Meat . Their Beds areof
Cotton, hung fwingingin the Roof, like our Seamen'sHarn-
mocks, for every one one, theWives lying apart fron) their
Hufbands. They rife with the Sun, and fo foon as they
are up, eat for all Day ; for they have no more Meals bat
that ; They do not then drink , (as Saidas reports of &rit
other People of the Eafl, that never drink at their Meals)
but drink very often all Day after, and fornetimestoarouz-
ing Pitch. Their Liquor is made of acertain Root, and«
as red as our Ciaret ; which they never drink but Luke

* Fig . Georg. 2.
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warm. It will keep above two or three Days, has a quick
Tafte, is nothing heady, but very comfortable to tiie Sto-
mach, loofning to Strangers, and a very pleafant Beverage
to fuch as are us'd to it . Inftead of Bread, they make ufe
ofa certain white Matter , like Coriander Comfits ; I have
tafted of it, the Tafte is fweet, and a little infipid . All the
whole Dayls fpent in Dancing . Their young Men go a
Huntingafter wild Beafts with Bows and .Arrows, and one
part of their Women are employ'd in preparing their
Drink the while, which is their chief Employment . There
are fome of their old Meh, who in the Morning before
they fall to Eating preach to the whole Family , as they
walk to and fro from the one End of the Houfe to the
«her, feveral Times repeating the fame Sentence, ' tili they
have finifh'd their Turn , (for their Houfes are at leaft a
hundred Yards long ;) Valour towards their Enemies, and
Love towards their Wives, are the two Heads of his Dif-
courfe, and he never fails in the Clofe, to put them in Mind
that they have fo much the greater Obligation to it, be-
caufe they provide them their Drink warm, and well or-
der'd. The Fafhion of their Beds, Ropes, Swords, and
Wooden Bracelets, which they tie about theirWrifts,when
they go to fight, and great Canes, boar'd hollow at one
End, by the Sound of which they keep the Cadence of
their Dances, are to be feen in feveral Places, and amongft
others at my Houfe. They fhave all their hairy Parts,
and much more neatly than we, without any other Razor
than one of Wood, or of Stone. They believe the Im-
mortality of the Soul, and that thofe who have merited
well of the Gods, are lodg'd in that Part of Heavers
where the Sun rifes ; and the Accurfed in the Weft. They
haveI know not what kind of Priefts and Prophets, that
very rarely prefent themfelves to the People, having their
Abode in the Mountains. At their Arrival there is a great
Feaft, andfolemn Affembly of many Villages made : That
is, all the neighbouring Families, for every Houfe, as I
have defcrib'd it, makes a Village, and are about a Frexch
League diftant from one another . This Prophet dedaims
to them in Publick, exhorting them to Virtue , and their
Duty: But all their Ethicks terminate in thefe two Arti¬
ges, of Refolution in War, and Affeclion to their Wives.
This alfo prophefies to them Events to come, and the Iffues

they



232 Montaigne '.?EJJays.
they are to expeft from their Enterprizes , prompte dien
to, or diverts thcm from War : But let him look to't;fol
ifhe fail in his Divination , and any Thing happen other-
wife than he has foretold, he is cut into a thoufandPieces,
if he be caught and condemn'd for a falfe Prophet; ani
for that Realbn, if any of them finds himfelf miltaken, he
is no more to be heard of. Divination isa Gift of God,and
therefore to abufe it ought to be a punifhable Impolta,
Amongft, the Scythians, where their Diviners fail'd in tk
promis'd Effeft, they were laid, bound Hand and Foot,up-
on Carts loaden with Furz and Bavins, and drawn will
Oxen, on which they were burnt to Death . Such as orilf
meddle with Things fubjeft to the Condudt of human Ca-
pacity , are excufable in doing the beft, they can: Bot
thofe other Sort of People that come to delude us, with
Affurances of an extraordinary Faculty , beyond our ft
derftanding , ought they not to be puniih'd for the Tente-
rity of their Impofture when they do not make good the
Effeft of their Fromife ? They have continual War with
the Nations that live farther wichin the main Land, beyond
their Mountains, to which they go nafced, and without
other Arms than their Bows, and Wuoden-Swords, &§
oned at one End like the Head of a Javelin . The Obt
nacy of their Batties is wonderful, and never end without
great Effufion of Blood : For as to running avvay, tief
know not whgtitis . Every one fora Trophy brings home
the Head of an Enemy he has kili 'd, which he fixes owi
the Door of 'Iiis Houfe . After having a long Tis«
treated their Prifoners very well, and given them all the
Regalia 's they can think of, hc to whom the Prifoner be-
longs invites agreat Affembly of his Kindred and Friends,
who being come, he ties a Rope to one of the Arms Ol
the Prifoner , of which at a Diftance, out of his Reach,k
holds the one End himfelf, and givcs to the Friend he low
beft, the other Arm, to hold after the fame Männer; wb»
being done, they two, in the Prefence of all the Aflemblf.
difpatch him with their Svvords. After that they »»
him , eat him amongft them , and fend fome Chopstotbe«
abfent Friends, which neverthelefs they do not do, »s
fome think , for Nourifhment , as the Scythiansanciently
did , but as a Reprefentation of an extreme Revenge; 's
will immediately appear : Having obferved the /Vwj** '
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who where in League with their Enemies to infli&another
Sort of Death upon any of them they took Prifoners •
which was, to fet them up to the Girdle in the Earth , to
Ihoot at the remaining Part ' tili it was ftuck füll of Ar¬
rows, and then to hang them : They who thought thofe
People of the other World , (as thofe who had lbwn the
Knowledge of a great manyVices amongft their Neighbours
and vvere much greater Marlers in all kind of Mifchief
thah they,) did not exercife this Sort of Revenge withoufc
Myftery, änd that it mufl needs be more painful than
theirs; and fo began to leave their old Way, and to fol-
low this. I am not forry that wefhould here take Notice
of the barbaroüs Horror of fo cruel an Aftion , but grieved
that feeing fo clearly into their Faults, we fhould be fo
blind tb our own : For I conceive, there is more Barbarity
in eatinga Man alive, than when he is dead ; in tearing a
Body Limb from Limb, by Racks and Torments , that is
yet in perfecl Senfe, in roafting it by Degrees, caufing it
to be bit and vvorried by Dogs and Swine, (as we have not
Onlyread, butlately feen ; not amongft inveterate and mor-
tal Ehemies, but Neighbours , and fellow Citizens , and
which is werfe, under Colour of Piety and Religion,) than
toroaft and eat him after he is dead. Cbryjippus, and
Zfw, the two Heads of the Stoical Seö , were of Opinion,
thatthere was no Hurt in making Ufe of our dead Carcaffes,
mwhat Kind foever, for our Neceffity, and in feeding
upon them too; as our Anceftors, who being befieg'd by
Cffärin the City of Alexia, refolv'd to fuftain the Fa-
"•ine of the Siege with the Bodies of their old Men, Wo-
wen, and other Perfons, who were incapable of bearingArms.

Vafcoms(fama efi) alimentu talihus uß,
Pmduxere animas*.

'Tis faid the Gafcomwith fuch Meats as thefe,
In Time of Siege their Hunger did appeafe.

And the Phyficians make no Difficulty of employing
1110a'l Sorts of Ufe, that b, either to apply it outwardly,

Vol. I. * 'Juvenal Sat . 15.R



234 1 Montaigne ** Eßhys.
or to give it invvardly for the Health of the Patient: Bit
there never was any Opinion fo irregulär, as to excufc
Treachery , Difloyalty , Tyranny and Cruelty, which are
cur familiär Vices . We may then call thefe People bar-
baious, in refpeö to the Rules of Reafon : But not in»
fpeö: to ourfelves, who in all Sorts of Barbarity exceed
them . Their Wars are throughout noble and generous,anJ
carry as much Excufe and fair Pretence, as their knffl
Frailty is capable of ; having with them no other Foun¬
dation , than the fole Jealoufy of Virtue. Their Difpiiffi
are not for the Conquefts of new Lands, thofe theyalread;
pofi'efs, being fo fruitful by Nature , as to fupply theo
without Labour or Concern, with all Things necefarj,
in fuch Abundance, that they have no Need to enlarge
their Borders. And they are moreover happy in this,that
they only covet fo much as their natural Neceffities require:
All beyond that is fuperfluous to them : Men of thefe«
Age generaliy call one another Brothers, thofe whos
younger, Sons and Daughter ?, and the old Men areFstta
to all . Thefe leave to their Heirs in common thisIi
Poffeifion of Goods, without any Manner of Divifion, c
other Title , than what Nature beflows upon her Creatore
in bringing them into the World . If their Neighbois
pafs over the Mountains, and come to affault them,jjjj
obtain a Viftory , all the Victors gain by it is Gl»!
only, and the Advantage of having prov'd themfelves tl-
better in Valour and Virtue : For they never meddlewiti
the Goods of the Conquer' d, but prefently return intotlt«
own Country , where they have no Want of any Tl»!
neceffary ; norof this greateft of all Goods, to knowl«
to enjoy their Condition happily , and to be content, t*
thefe in Tum do the fame. They demand of their Pf
foners no other Ranfom , than Acknowledgment thattif;
are overcome : But there is not one found in an Age*
will rather not chufe to die, than niake fuch a Confeii«
or either by Word or Look recede from the entireG«;
deur of an invincible Courage . There is not a Manarnoifj
them, who had not rather be kill 'd and eaten, thanfon»
as to open his Möuth to intreat he may not. They*
them with all Liberality and Freedom, to the EndP
Livcs may be fo much the dearer to them : But frequ«

e.ntertain them withal with Menaces of their app10̂
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Death, of the Tonnents they are to fuffer, of the Prepa-
rations that are making in order to it, of the mangling
their Limbs, and of the Feaft that is to be made, where
their GarcafTes is to be the only Dilh . All which they do
to no other End, but only to extort fome gentle or fubmif-
fiveWord from them , or to fright them fo as to make
them run away; to obtain this Advantage, that they were
terrified, and that their Conftancy was {haken j and in-
deed, if rightly taken, it is in this Point only that a true
Viftory does confift.

-ViEloria nulla eß,
Quam qit<z confejfos animo quoque fubjugat hoßes\ .

No Vidtory can be entire and true ;
But what does Minds as well as Limbs fubdue,

TheRungarians, a very warlike People, never pretend-
ed farther than to reduce the Enemy to their Difcretion ;
for having forc'd this Confeffion from them, they let them
gowithout Iiijury, or Ranfom , excepting at the moft, to
make them engage their Word , never to bear Arms againft
them again. We have fevera-1 Advantages over our Ene-
nies that are borrowed, and not truly our own ; 'tis the
Quality of a Porter, and no Effeft of Virtue to have
foonger Arms and Legs, ' tis a corporeal Quality to be
aftive, ' tis an Exploit of Fortune to make our Enemy
ftumble, or to dazzle him with the Light of the Sun; ' tis a
Trick of Science and Art , which may happen in a mean
oafe Fellow, to be a good Fencer. The Eitimate and Va-
•our ofa Man confift in the Heart , and in the Will , there

tr ue Honour lives : Valour is Stability , not of Legs and
Arms, but of the Courage and the Soul ; it does not lye in
tne Valour of our Horfe , or our Arms, but in ourfelves.
He that falls obftinate in his Courage, Sifucciderit degenu
ppiat * ; If bis Legs fail him, fights upon bis Knees. He
*"0 for any Danger of apparent Death abates nothing of
™Affurance, who dying, does yet dart at his Enemy a
toceanddifdainful Look, is overcome not by us, but by

%Claud, in Panegyr. * Seneca Epiß.
R 2 Fortune;
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Fortune ; he is kill 'd, not conquer'ds the moft valianf,
are fometimes the molt unfortunate . There are alfo De-
feats triumphant to Emulation of Viäories . Neithei
dürft thofe four Sifter-Viäories , the faireft the Sanever
beheld , of Salamis, Platea, Mical, and Sicify, ever op-
pofe all their united Glories, to the fingle Glory of the
Difcomfiture of King Leonidas, and his Army at the Pafs
of Thermopylrs. Whoever ran with a more glorious Deftre,
and greater Ambition , to the winning , than the Captain
lfcholas to the certain Löfs of a Battle ? Who couldtot
round out a more fubtle Invention to fecure his Safer/,
than he did to affure his Ruin ? He was fet to defenda
certain Pafs of Peloponnefusagainft the Arcadians, which,
confidering the Nature of the Place, and the Inequalityof
Forces, finding it utterly impoffible for him to do, and
concluding that all who were prefented to the Enemy,
mnli certainly be left upon the Place ; and on theothfi
Side, reputing it unworthy of his own Virtue, and Mag»
nimity , and of the Lacedtemonian Name , tofailin anyPm
of his Duty, he chofe a Mean betwixt thefe two Extremes,
after this Manner ; the youngeft and moft aftive of is
Men , he would preferve for the Service and Defence o!
their Country, and therefore fent themback ; and will
the reit, whofe Löfs would be of lefs Confideration, he*
folv'd to malte good the Pafs, and with the Deathof then,
to make the Enemy buy their Entry as dear as poffiblykj
could : As it alfo feil out, for being prefently encompaH«
on all Sides by the Arcadians, after having madea gröl
Slaughter of the Enemy, he and his Men were alftiM
Pieces. Is there any Trophy dedicated to the Conquerors,
which is not much more due to thofe who were overcoi*
The Part that true conquering is to play, lyes in the Ena»
ter , not in the Coming off; and the Honour of Vi«*
confifts in fighting, not in fubduing.

But to return to my Story, thefe Prifoners are(i>'lt
from difcovering the leaft Weaknefs, for all the Ter*
can be reprefented to them, that , on the contrary, Düring
the two or three Months, that they are kept, they alw»f
appear with a chearful Countenance ; importune t«el<
Maiters to make Hafte to bring them to the Tefti <"*
rail at them, and reproach them with Cowardice, »
the Number of Batties they have loft againft thofe of'*

& Co «»»)'
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Country. I have a Song made by one of thefe Prifoners,
wherein he bids them come all , and dine ufon bim, and nxel-
csme, for they ßall nvithal eat their own Fathers , and Grand-
fathers, vohofe Fle/b has ferv 'd to fesd and nourifl? bim. Thofe
Mufdes, fays he , this Fle/h, and tbefe Veins, areyour own :
Ptxr filly Souls as you are , you Utile think that tbe Subftance
efyour Ancefiors Limbs is bereyet : But mind as you eat , and
yni will find in it tbe Tafle of your own Fkjb : In which
Songthere is to be obferved , an Invention that reüfties
nothing of the Barbarian . Thofe , that paint thefe People
dying after this Manner , reprefent the Prifonerfpitting in
the Face of his Executioners , and making at them a wry
Mouth. And ' tis moft certain , that to the very laft Gafp,
they never ceafe to brave and defy them bothin Word and
Geiture. In piain Truth , thefe Men are very favage in
Comparifon of us, and of Neceffity , they muft either be
abfolutely fo, or elfe we are favager : For there is a vail
Difference betwixt their Manners and ours.

The Men there have feveral Wives , and fo much the
great Number , by how much they have the greater
Reputation and Valoar , and it is one very remarkable
Virtue their Women have , that the fame Endeavour our
Wives have to hinder and divert us from the Friendfhip
andFamiliarity of otherWomen , thofeemploy to promote
their Hufbands Defires . and to procure them many Spoufes;
for being above all Things folicitous of their Hufbands
Honour, ' tis their chiefeft Care to feek out and to bring in
the moft Companions they can , forafmuch as it is a Tefti-
mony of their Hulbands Virtue . I know moft of ours
will cry out, that ' tis monftrous ; whereas in truth , it is
Mtfo; but a truly matrimonial Virtue ; though of the
Wgheft Form . In the Bible , Sarah , Leah and Rachel,
gave the moft beautiful of their Maids to their Hufbands;
Uma preferred the Paffion of Auguftusto her own Intereft;
and theWife of King Diptams of Stratonica did not only
give up afairyoung Maid , that ferv 'd her , to her Huf-
hand's Embraces, but moreover carefully brought up the
Children he had by her , and affifted them in the Suc-
«ffion to their Father 's Crown . And that it may not
be fuppos'd, that all this is . doneby a fimpleand fervile
Wervation to their common Praftice , or by any Autho-
Jitative ImpreiEon of their ancientCuftom , withoutjudg-

R 3 ment,
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ment , or Examination ; and for having a Soul fo ftupid,
that it cannot contrive what elfe to do , I muß here give
youiome Touches of their Sufiiciency , in point of Under-
itanding ; befides what I repeated to you before, vvhich
was one of their Songs ofWar , I have another anda
Love -Song, that begins thus ; Stay, Arider, ßay, that l)
tby Patiern iny Sißer may draiv the Faß/ton and Wvi «/ t
noble Wreath , that I may prejent ' to tny Belowed, by idii
Means thy Beauty, and the excclknt Order of tby Scaks,fid
forcuer he preferr 'd before all other Serpents. Wherein tlt
Arft Couplet , Stay , Adder, £sV. makes the Burthen of the
Song . Now I have convers 'd enough with Poetry to
judge thus much : That not only , there is no Thing
of barbarous in this Invention ; but moreover, that it
is perfectly Jnacreontick ; to vvhich their Language8
foft , of a pleafing Accent , and fomething bordering upon.
the Gmv£Terminations . Three of thefe Peoplenot fore-
feeing how dear their Knowledge of the Corruptionsi
this Part of the World would one Day coli their Happinefs
and Repofe , and that the Eft'eft of this Commerce woiH
be their Ruin , as I prefuppofe it is in a very fair Way,
(Miferable Men to fufFer themfelves to be deludedm
Defire of Novelty , and to have left the Serenity of tta
ovvn Heaven , to come fo far to gaze at ours, ) came toR'"<
at the Time that the late King Charles the Ninthwas
there : Where the King himfelf talk 'd to them a %»
while , andthey were made to fee our Fafhions, our Pomp,
and the Form of a great City ; after which , fome*
afk'd their Opinion , and would know of them, whatot
all the Things they had feen , they found moft to be ad;
mir 'd ? To which they made Anfwer , Three Things,«
which I have forgot the Third , and am troubledatit ; »
two I yet remember . They faid , that in the firft F'act
they thought it very ftrange , that fo many tall Men«P
ing Beards , ftrong and well arm 'd, who were about*
King , ('eis like they meant the Sivifs of the Guard) f» *
fubmit to obey a Child , and that they did not chufe*
one amongft themfelves to command : Secondly ; Ff
have a way of Speaking in their Language , to callW
the half of one another, ) that they had obferv'd *
there were amongft u?, Men füll and cramm 'd «Ä*
panner of Conveniencies , whilftin the mean Time, m

' , Halt*
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Halveswere begging at theirDoors , lean, and half-ftarv'd
with Hunger and Poverty ; and thought it ftrange , that
thefe neceffitous Halves were able to fuffer fo great an
Inequality and Injuftice, and that they did not take the
others by the Throats , or fet Fire to their Houies . I
talk'd to one of them a great while together , but I had
fo ill an Interpreter, and that was fo perplex' d by Iiis
own Ignorance, to apprehend my Meaning , that I could
get nothing out of him, of any Moment . Alking him,
what Advantage he reapt from the SuperioiTty he had
amongft his own People? (for he\ vas a Captain , and our
Mariners call' d him King, ) he told me, to march in the
Head of them to War ; and demanding of him farther,
how many Men he had to follow him ? he ftiewed me
a Space of Ground, to fignify, as many as could march
infucha Compafs: Which might be four or five thou-
fand Men ; and putting the Queftion to him , Whether
Or no his Authority expir'd with the War ? he told me
this remain'd ; that when he went to vifit the Village of
his Dependance, they plain'd him Paths through the thick
of their Woods, through whi,ch he might pafs at his Eafe.
All this does not found very ill, and the laft was not much
amifs; for they wear no Breeches.

C H A P. XXXI.

Thata Man is foherly to judge of divine Ordi¬
nances.

THings unknown are the principal and true SubjedV.
of Impofture, forafmuch as, in the firft Place, their

very Strangenefs lends them Credit , and moreover, by not
Oeing fubjefted to our ordinary Difcourfe, they deprive

of the Means to queftion, and difpute them . For which.
Reafon, faysPlato, it is much more eafy to fatisfy the
nearers.when fpeaking of the Nature of the Gods, than
w the Nature of Men, becaufe the Ignorance of the Au-
dl tory affordsa fair and large Career, and all Manner of

R 4 Liberty
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Liberty in the handling of profane and abffrufe Things;
and then it comes to pafs, that riothing isfofirrnly believ'd
as what we leaft know : Nor any People fo conndent, as
thofe whoentertain uswith fabuloas Stories, fuch as.your
Alchymilts, jndicial Aftrologers, Fortune-tellers, and Phy-
ficians, Idgenus omne; to which I could vvillingly, ifldurt,
join a Sort of People, that take upon them to interpret
and controul the Defigns of God himfelf, raaking 10
Queftion of fmding out the Caufe of every Accident, and
to pry into the Secrets of the divine Will , there to dif-
cover the incomprehenfible Motives of his Works. And
although the Variety , and the continual Difcordance of
Events, throw them from Corner to Corner, and tofs theo
from Eaß to Wefl, yet do they Hill perfift in their vain
Jnquifition, and with the fame Pencil to paint Black and
White . In a Nation of the Indies, there is this commend-
able Cuftom, that when any Thing befals them amifs
in any Rencounter or Battie, they publickly a(k Pardon
of the Sun, who is their God , as having committedan
imjuft Aäion , always imputing their gopd or evil For¬
tune to the divine Juftice., and to that , fubmitting their
own Judgment and Reafon. 'Tis enough for a Chriftian
to believe, that all Things come from God, to receive
them with Acknowledgment of his divine and infcruti-
nable Wifdom, and alfo thankfully to accept and receive
them , with what Face foever they may prefent themfelvei:
But I do not approve of what I fee in üfe, that is, to feek
to continue and fupport our Religion by the Profperity of
cur Enterprifes. Our Belief has other Foundation enough,
■»vithout going about to authorife it by Events; Fortk*
People accuftomed to fuch Arguments as thefe, and fo
proper to their own Tafte , it is to be fear'd, left when
they fail of Succefs, theylhouldalfo ftagger in their Faith:
As in the War vvherein we are now engag'd, upon theAc-
count of Religion , thofe who had the better intheBiffi-
r.efs of Rochelabeilk, making great Brags of that Succefs,
as an infallible Approbation of their Caufe, when they
came aftervvards to excufe their Misfortunes oijarni"
and Moncontour, 'twas by faying, they were fatherly
Scourges and Correfticns ; if they have not a E«°Pf
wholly at their Mercy, they make it manifeftly enough
to appear, what it is to take two Sorts of Grifi°°|



Judge foberly cf divlne Ordinances. 241
ef the fame Sack , and with the fame Mouth to blow
hotandcold . It were better to poffefs the -Vulgär with
the folid and real Foundations of Truth . ' Twas a brave
naval Battie that was gained a few Months fince againft
theTürks, under the Coramand of Don John of Außria ;
but it has alfo pleafed God at other Times to let us fee as
great Viftories at our own Expence . In fine , ' tis a hard
Matter to reduce divine Things to our Balance , without
Walle, and lofing a great deal of Weight . And Jie that
would take upon him to give a Realon , why Aritis, and
his Pope Leo, the principal Heads of the Arian Herefy,
fliould die at feveral Times of fo like and flrange Deaths,
(forheingwithdrawnfrom the Difputation , by theGriping
in the Guts, they both of them fuddenly gave up the Ghoff.
upon the Stool,) and would aggravate this divine Ven-
geance by the Circumftances of the Place ; might as well
add the Death of Heliogabalus, who was alfo flain in a
Houfe of Office. But what ? Iraneus was involved in the
fame Fortune ; God being pleafed to fliew us, that the
Good have fomething elfe to hope for ; and the Wicked
fomething elfe to fear , than the Fortunes or Misfortunes
of this World : He manages and applies them according
to Iiis own fecret Will and Pleafure , and deprives us of
theMeam, föolifhly to rnake Our own Profit . And thofe
People both abufe themfelves and us, who will pretend to
dive into thefe Myfteries by the Strength of human Rea-
fon. They never give one hit , that they do not receive
'wo for it ; of which St . Augußin gives a very great
Proof upon his Adverfaries . ' Tis a Conflidl , that is more
decided by Strength of Memory , than the Force of Rea-
fon. We are to content ourfelves with the Light it pleafes
the Sun to communicate to us, by Virtue of his Rays , and
who will lift up his Eyes to take in a greater , let him not
think it ftrange , if for the Reward of his Prefumption,
he there lofe his Sight . £>uis hominum poteß Jcire conßlium
Bei? Aut quis poterit cogitare, quid melit Dominus* ? Wba
eamgß Men can httmi the Counfil of God ? Or ivio (an
think•oihat the Will ef the Lord is ?

* Sapiin . Cap , ix , v , 13.

C H A P.
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C H A P. XXXII.

That we are to avoid Pleafures even at the$#*
petice of Life.

IHad long ago obferved mofi of the Opinions of the
Ancients to concur in this, That it is happy to die,

vviien there is more III than Good in Living, and that to
preferve Life to our own Torment and Inconvenience,
is contrary to the very Rules of Nature , as thefe old Law
jnitrudus.

*H cLhvTTMr; Y] SaV£?9 EÜ̂ ÄtjXOVWCj
K«Ao!/ &i/ycxsiyOKvQqwTotpv (pzgtit
Käfern }To ju.)) tjfitI-Tiv, 51£>iv osfbiio;?.

Happy is Death , whenever it lhall come,
To him who lives in Pain Life's burthenfom;
For infinitely better ' tis to die,
Than to prelong a Life of Mifery.

But to pufli this Contempt of Death fo far as to employ
itto the removing ourfelves from the Danger of coveiing
Honours, Riehes, Dignities , and other Favours, and
Goods of Fortune, as we call them, as if Reafon wete
not fufficient to perfuade us to avdid them, without adding
this newlnjunttion , I had never feen it, either enjoined or
praftifed , tili thisPaffageof Seneca feil into my Hands; w»
advifing Lucllius, a Man of great Power and Authonty
aböut the Emperor , to alter his voluptuous and magnit'
cent Way of Living , and to retire himfelf from this worM-
ly Vanity and Ambition , to fome fölitary, quiet, ^™
philofophical Life, and the other alledging fome Di»'
culties ; I am of Opinion, fays he, either that you lea«
that Life, or Life itfelf . I would indeed adrife thf* to
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the gentle Way, and to untie, rather than to break , the
Knot thou halt indifcreetly knit , provided, that if it be
not othenvife to be Untied, then relolutely break it . There
is no Man fo great a Coward, that had not rather once Fall,
than be always falling . I fliould have found this Counfel j
conformable enough to the ftoical Roughnefs ; but it ap-
pears the more ftrangc, for being borrowed from Epicurus,
vvho writes the fame thing upon the like Öccafion to Idome-
nms. And I think I have obierved fomething like it, but
with Chriftian Moderation, amongft our own People. St.
Warf, Bifhop of Poiftiers, that famous Enemy of the
ArianHerefy, being in Syria, had Intelligente thither
fent him, that Abra, his only Daughter, .whom he left at
Home under the Eye and Tuition of her Mother , was
fought in Marriage by the greateft Noblernan of the Coun-
try, as being a Virgin virtuoully brought up, fair , rieh,
and in the hlovver of her Age : Whereupon he vvrit to
kr , (as it appears upon Record,) that flie fliould remove
her Affeäion from all thofe Pleafures and Advantages were
propofed unto her ; for he had in his Travels found out a
much greater and more worthy Fortune for her, a Huf¬
band of much greater Power and Magnificence, that
would prefent her with Robes and Tewels of ineftimable
Value; wherein his Defign was, to difpolfefs her of the
Appetite and Ufe of worldly Delights , to join her whol-
\ to God: But the neareft and moft certain Way to this,
being, as he coneeived, the Death of his Daughter ; he
never ceafed, by Vows, Prayers and Oraifons, to beg of
the Almighty, that he would pleafe to call her out of
this World, and to take her to himfelf ; as accordingly it
came to pafs; for foon after his Return flie died, at which

exprefta fingular Joy. This feems to out-do the other,
fcrafmuch as he applies himfelf to thisMeans at the firft
Sight, which they only take fubfidiarily, and befides, it
was towards his only Daughter . But I will not omit the
ktter End of this Story, though it be from my Purpofe ;
St. Hilarfs Wife having underftood from him , how the
Death of their Daughter was brought about, by his De-
fires and Defign, and how much happier flie was, to be rer
moved out of this World , than to have ftay'd in it , con¬
eeived fo lively an Apprehenfion of the etemal and hea-
venly Beatitudes, that flie begged of her Huftand with the

extreme^
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extremeft Importunity , to do as much forher ; andGod,
at their joint Requeil, fhortly after cajling her to him, it
was a Death embraced on both Sides, with fingular Content.

C H A F. XXXIII.
That Fortune is oftentimes obferved to aä fr/ tk

Rule of Reafon.

TH E Inconftancy , and various Motions of Fortune,
may reafonably make us expeft , fhe ihould prefent

us with all Sorts of Faces. Can there be a more exprefs
A& of Juftice than this ? The Duke of Falentenois, having
refolved to poifon Cardinal Adrian Cornetto, with wkffl
Iiis Father , Pope Alexander the Sixth, and himfelf, were
to go to Supper in the Vatican ; he fent before a Bottie
of poifoned Wine , and withal , itricl Order to the Butler
to keep it very fafe. The Pope being come before Iis
Son, and calling for Drink , the Butler fuppofing this Wine
had not been fo ftriflly recommended to his Care, tat
only upon the Account of it' s Excellency, prefented 1!
immediately to the Pope, and the Duke himfelf coming
in prefently after, and being confident they had not med-
dled with his Bottie, took alfo his Cup ; fo that the fa¬
ther died immediately upon the Spot, and the Son, after
having been long tormented with Sicknefs, was refervedto
another , and a worfe Fortune : Sometimes fhe feems to play
upon us, juft in the Nick of an AfFair: Monfieur i Eßm,
at that time Guidon to Monfieur de Vendofme; and Mon¬
fieur de Liques, Lieutenant to the Duke of Arfiat'sTroop,
being both Pretenders to the Sieur de ToungejfelhhSite
though of different Parties , (as it oft falls out amongft fin¬
tier Neighbours,) the Sieur de Uquescarried her ; batw
the fame Day he was married , and which was worfe>
before he went to Bed to his Wife , the Bridegroom having
a Mind to break a Lance in Honour of his new Bride, went
«tut to fcirmifh, near to St. Omen, where the Sieur
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freeproving the Stronger, took him Prifoner , and the
more toilluftrate his Viftory , the Lady herfelf was fain

Conjugis ante coaß'a novi dimittere Collum,
Quam•veniens una, atque altera rurfus byems,
Noäibus in longisa-vidum faturajjet amorem'*.

Of her fair Arms, the am' rous Ring to break,
Which clung fo faft to her new Spoufe's Neck,
E're of two Winters many a friendly Night
Had fated her Love's greedy Appetite.

to requeft him of Courtefy, to deliver up his Prifoner to
her, as he accordingly did ; theGentlemen of France never
denying any thing to the Ladies. Does fhe not feem to be
anArtilt,here ? Conßantine, the Son of Hellen, founded the
Empire of Coriflantinople; and fo many Ages after , Canßan-
tine, the Son of Hellen, put an End to it . Sometimes fhe
is pleafed to emulate our Miracles . We are told that
KingClontsbefieging Angoulefme, the Walls feil down o£
themfelves by divine Favour . And Bauchet has it from
fome Author, that King Robert having fat down before a>
City, and being ftole away from the Siege, to keep the
Feaft of St. Aignan at Orleans; as he was in Devotion at
a certain Place of the Mafs, the Walls of the beleaguered
City, without any Manner of Violence, feil down with
a fudden Ruin . But fhe did quite contrary in our
MilanWar ; for Captain Renfe laying Siege to the City of
Verona, and having carried a Mine under a great Par¬
cel of the Wall, the Mine being fprung, the Wall was
lifted fiom it's Bafe, but dropt down again neverthelefs
whoie and entire, and fo exaftly upon it' s Foundation , that
the Eefieged fuffered no Inconvenience by that Attempt.
Sometimes flie plays the Phyfician : Jafin Phereus being
jiven over by the Phyficians, by Reaion of a defperate Im-
poilhumation in his Breaft, having a Mind to rid himfelf of
his Pain, by Death at leaft, in a Battie, threw himfelf
defperately into the thi ekelt of the Enemy, where he was

tortunately wounded quite through the Body, that the

* Qatulhs,
Jmpofthume
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Impofthume broke , and he was perfedtly cured. ftid
fhe not alfo excel the Painter Protogenes in his Art ? Who
having finißied the Pidure of a Dog quite tired and out
of Breath , in all the other Parts ' exccllently well to his
own liking , but not being able to exprefs as he would, the
Slaver aiid Foam that fhould come out of hisMouth , vext
and angry at his Work , he took his Spunge , whkh by
cleaning his Pencils had imbibed feveral Sorts of Co-
lours , and threw it in a Rage againft the Piäure , Witt
an Intent utterly to deface it ; when Fortune guiding the
Spunge to hit juft upon the Mouth of , the Dog, it there
performed vvhat all his Art was not able to do. Doesk
not fometimes direft our Counfels , and corrett them!
Ifabella , Queen of England , being to fail from Zealatii in-
to her own Kingdom , with an Army in Favour of het
Son, againft her Hufband , had been loft , had Che comf
into the Port fhe intended , being there laid wait forty
the Enemy ; but Fortune , againft her Will , threw her into
another Häven , where fhe landed in Safety . And he
who throwing a Stone at a Dog , hit and kilkd Iis
Mother -in -Law , had he not Reaion to pronounce tta
Vcrfe , • *

Tawrofmrt » ipvt xeMüa ß& iitrcu *.

—■—- By this I fce,
Fortune will always better Aim than we.

Fortune has more Judgment than we . Icetes had cor.-
traäed with two Soldiers to kill Timoleonat Airmm %
Sicily. Thefe Villians took their Time to do it, when he
was affifting at a Sacrifice , who thrufting into the Crowd,
as they were making Signs to one another , that now wasa
fit Time to do their Bufinefs , in fteps a Third , who with
a Sword takes one of them füll drive over the Pate, W
him Dead upon the Place , and away he nms . Which the
other feeing , and concluding himfelf difcovered andM>
he runs to the Altar and begs for Mercy , promifing to tf
Cover the whole Truth , which as he was doing , arid laying

Meander,
open



Fortune oftentimes rational. 247
cpen the whole Confpiracy, behold the third Man, who
bringapprehended,was, as a Murtherer .thruft and halled by
the People through the Prefs towards Timoleon, and other
the moft eminent Perfons of the AfTembly, before whom
bring brought, he cried out for Pardon, pleaded that he
hadjuflly flain his Father' s Murtherer ; which he alfo prov-
ing upon the Place, by fufficient Witnefies, which his good
Fortune very opportunely iupplied him withal , that his Fa¬
llier was really killed in the City of the Leontitis, by that
very Man on whomhehad taken his Revenge, m T/ je 0'J
he was prefently awarded ten Attick * Mine?, j (t - ^
for having had the good Fortune, by defign- r ve „t .
ing to revenge the Death of his Father , to r jj rac^ '.
preferve the Life of the common Father of ^
Skily. Thus Fortune, in her Conducl, furpaffes all the
Rules of human Prudence. But, to conclude, is there not a
direcT:Application of herFavour , Bounty, and Piety, mani-
feftlydifcovered in this Aflion ? Ignatius the Father , and Ig¬
natiusthe Son, bei.ng pi-ofcribed by theTriumviriof Rome,
refolved upon this generous Adl of mutual Kindnefs, to fall
by theHands of one another , and by that Means to fruftrate
and defeat the Cruelty of the Tyrants ; and accordinglyp
wich their Swords drawn, ran füll drive one upon another,
where Fortune fo guided the Points, that they made two
eqnally mortal Wounds , afFording withal fo much Honour
to fo brave a Friendfhip , as to leave them juft Strength
enough. to draw out their bloody Swords, that they might
have Liberty to embrace one another in this dying Con-
dition, with fo clofe and hearty an Embrace , that the Ex-
ecutioners cut off both their Heads at once, leaving the
Bodies ftill faft linked together in this noble Knot , and
their Wounds joined Mouth to Mouth , affedtionately fuck-
111gin the loft Blood, and Remainder of the Lives of one
another.

C H A P.
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C H A P. XXXIV.

Of one Defeff in cur Government.

MY Father , who , for a Man that had no other Ad-
vantages , than Experience only , and Iiis own na-

tural Parts , was neverthelefs of a very clear Judgment,
<ri. v ■a r has formerly toid me , that he oncehadJoe Froiea of „ . . 1r , ' . . ,

na e v Thoughts of endeavounna ; to introducean Umce of iLn- , . _ o „ . , , .° , , .
tiuirv thisPräöice ; thattheremightbeinevery
S City a certain Place affign'd, to which,
fuch as llood in Need of any thing might repair , and kve
their Bufinefs entered by an Officer appointed for that Pap
pofe ,• as for Example , I enquire for a Chapman to buy my
Pearls : I enquire for one that has Pearls to feil : Such
one wants Company to go to Paris : Such a one enquires for
a Servant of fuch a Quality : Such a one for a Malier ; fach
a one enquires for fuch an Artificer , fome for one Thing,
fome for another , every one according to what he wants,
And doubtlefs thefe mutual Advertifements would be of
no contemptible Advantage to the publick Correfpondency
and lntelligence : For there are evermore Conditions that
luntafter one another , and forWant of knowing onean-
other 's Occafions , leave Men in very great Neceflity. i
have heard , to the great Shame of the Age we live in,
that in our very Sight , two mofl: excellent Men for Learn-
ing died fo poor , that they had fcarce Bread to putu
their Mouths , Lilius Gregorius Giraldus in Italy, andSl-
baflianus Caßalio in Germany ; and do believe , there arei
thoufand Men would have invited them into their Fami-

lies , with very advantageous Conditions , or have relieved
them where they were , had they known their Wann.
The World is not fo generally corrupted but that I knowa
Man that would heartily wifti theEftate Iiis Ancellors ia«
left him , might be employ 'd, fo long as it lhall pleafe For¬
tune to glve him leave to enjoy it , to fecure rare and re-
iiiarkable Perfons of any kind , whom Misfortune fome-

1 tim«
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times periecutes to the lall Dcigree, from the Danger of Ne-
ceflityj and at lealt place them in fuch a Condition, that
they muß be very hard to pleafe, if they were not content-
ed. My Father in his ceconomical Government had
this Order, (which I know how to commend, bat by no
Means imitate,) which was, that befides the Day-book , or
Memorial of the Houfhold-Aftairs, where the fmall Ac-
connts, Payments and Dilburfements, which do not re-
quireaSecretary'sHand , were entred, and which aBailiff
always had in Cuftody; he ordered him whom he kept to
write for him, to keep a Paper Journal , and in it, to fet
down all the remarkable Occurrences, and Day by Day the
Memoirs of the Hiftories of his Houfe ; very pleafant to
look over, when Time begins to wear Things out of Me¬
mory, and very uieful fometimes to put us out of Doubt,
rien fuch aThing was begun, when ended, what Courfes
were debated on, what concluded ; our Voyages, Ab-
fences, Marriages, and Deaths, the Reception of good or
ill News; the Change of principal Servants, and the like.
An ancient Cuftom, which I thnik it vvould not be amifs
forevery one to revive in his own Houfe ; and I find I did
very foolifhly in neglefting the fame.

ÄHfiM i -®?9>P%k &̂ &i; ^

C H A P . XXXV.
Of the Cuflom of wearing Qothes.

\ I7Hatever I (hall fay upon this Subjeft, I am of Ne-
VV cefiity to invade fome of the Bounds of Cuftom,

focareful lias fhe been to fhut up all the Avenues. I was
«ifputing with myfelf in this itiivering Seafon, whether

Faihion of going naked in thoie Nations lately difco-
Vere°. is impofed upon them, by the hotTemperature of
ite Air, as we fay of the Moorsand hdians , or whether it
£the original Faihion of Mankind ; Mert of Underftand-

mt,i foraimuch as all Things under the Sun, as the Holy
»tdcclares, are fubjeit to the fame Laws, were wont in

"tnConfiderationsas thefe, where we are to diftinguifb.
V I . S the
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the natural Laws from thofe that have been impofed by
Man ' s Invention, to have Recourfe to the general Polityof
the World , where there can be nothing counterfeitei
Now all other Creatures being fufficiently furnifhed with;'
Things neceffary for the Support of their Being, it isnot
to be imagined , that we only fhould be brought intotae
World in a defeftive and indigent Condition, and in kl
an Eftate as cannot fubfift without foreign Affiftance; a'
therefore it is that I believe, that as Plants, Trees, a
Animals , and all Things that have Life, are feen tobet)'
Nature fufficiently clothed and covered, to defend itai
from the Injuries of Weather,

Proptereaque fere res omnes, aut corio funt,
- Aut feta , aut concbis, aut callo, aut cortice teSte*.

Moreover all Things , or with Skin or Hair,
Or Shell, or Bark, or Callous clothed are.

fo were we : But as thofe who by artificial Light put*
that of the Day , fo we by borrowed Forms and Fato«
have deftroy' d our own. And ' tis piain enough to befft
that ' tis Cuftom only which renders that impoffible, tltf
otherwife is nothing fo ; for of thofe Nations who have»
Manner of Knowledge of Clothing , fome are fituated»
der the fame Temperature .that we are, and fome in t*
colder Climates. And befides, our rnoft tender Parts*
always expoied to the Air , as the Eyes, Mouth, Nofe»
Earsj and our Country Labourers, like our Anceftors 13
former Times , go with their Breafts and Belfo ops
Had we been born with a Neceflity upon us of
Petticoats and Breeches, there is no Doubt, but
would have fortified thofe Parts ihe intended fhould be«''
pofed to the Fury of the Seafons, with a thicker Sta'
ftie has done the Fingers Ends, and the Soles of ther«»
And whyihould this feem hard to believe ? IobferverM''«
greater Diftance betwixt my Habit , and that of oneof*
Country Peafants, than betwixt his and a Man that ha*j
other Covering but his Skin. How many Men, efpe«

Lucret. I. 4. il
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mfurky, go naked merely upon Account pf Devotion ? i
know not who would a£k a Beggar , whom he Ihould fee in
Ms Shirt in the Depth of Winter , as briik and frolick as
he who goes muffled up to the Ears in Fürs , how he is able
to endure to go fo ? Why , Sir , he might anfwer you , you
gowith your Face bare , and I am all Face . The Italians
havea Story of the Duke of Flerence's Fool , whomhis
Malier alking, How being fo thin clad, he was alle to fupport
the Cold, when he himfelf, warm wrapt up as be was , was
bardly alte to do it ? IVhy, reply 'd the Fool , ufs my Receipt,
tofut on all the Clothesyou hame at once, and you IIfeel no more
Coldthan I . King Majfiniffa to an extreme old Age could
never be prevailed upon to go with hisHead covered , how
cold, ftormy, or rainy foever the Weather might be :
Which alfo is reported of the Emperor Severus. Herodotus
teils us, that in the Batties fought betwixt the JEgyptians
and the Perßans, it was obferved , both by himfelf and o-
thers, that of thofe who were left clead upon the Place , the
Heads of the JEgiptians were found to be, without Com-
parifon, harder than thofe of the Perßans , by Reafon that
the lall had gone with their Heads always covered from
their Infancy, firft, with Biggins , and then with Turbans,
and the others always fliaved and open . And King Agefi-
ktuobferved to a decrepid Age , to wear always the fame
Clothes in Winter that he did in Summer . Cafar , fays
Suetonius, marched always at theHead of Iiis Army for the
toll Part on Foot , with his Head bare , whether it was
Rainor Sun-öiine, and as nuich is faid of Hannibal,

*<- ■-- Tum <vertice nudo,
Excipere infanos imbres, Ccelique ruviam *.

Bare Head to march in Snow , and when it pours
Whole Cataraäs of cold unwholefom Showers.

AVenetian, who has long lived in Pegu, and is lately re-
turned from thence , writes , that the Men and Women of
'«atKingdom, though they cover all their other Parts , go
äways bare Foot , and ride 10 too . And Plato does very

* Silks lt . 1. 6 . 1.
S 2 earneftly
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eameftly ad vife, for the Health of the whole Body, to give
the Head and the Feet no other Clothing than what Na-
ture has beftowed. . He whom the Poleshave elefled for
their King , fince our's left them , who is indeed one of the
greateft Princes of this Age, never wears any Gloves, and
for Winter , or whatever Weather can come, never wears
any other Cap Abroad, than the fame he wears ät Home,
Whereas I cannot endure to go unbuttoned or untied;om
neighbouring Labourers wotild think themfelves in Chains
if they were fo braced. Varro is of Opinion, that wies
it was ordained, \ve fhould be bare in the Prefence of the
Gods , and before the Magiftrate , it was rather fo orderei
upon the Score of Health , and to inure us to the Injuriesof
Weather , than upon the Account of Reverence. .W
lince we are now talking of Co!d, and Frenchmenufed to
wear Variety of Colours, (not I myfelf, for I feldom weai
other than black or white, in Imitation of roy Fathei]
let us add another Story of Capt . Martin du Eelkj, wto
affirms, that in the Journey of Luxemburg, he faw fei
a great Frort, that the Ammunition -Wine was cut wii
Hatchets and Wedges, was delivered out to the Soldiefi
by Weight , and that they carried it away in Bafkets:
And O-uid,

Nudaque confiflunt formam fewantia teßcs
Vina, nec haußa meri, Jed data frvfla bihwitt

-i ----- The Wine
Stript of it's Cafe, retains the Figure ftill,
Nor do they Draughts, but Crufts of BacchtuW

At the Mouth of the Lake Mceotis, the Frofts are I»
very fharp, that in the very fame Place whereMfW «"1'
Lieutenant had fought the Enemy dry-foot, and given th*
a notable Defeat, the Summer following he obtainedovff
them a famous naval Victory. The Romansfought st»
very great Difadvantage, in the Engagement they hadw»
the Carthaginians near Placentia , by Reafon, that tnef
went on to charge with theirBlood iixed, and their Lim»

*o^ . ^ . /.3. */. Iz. ^
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sumbed wich Cold . Whereas Hannibal had caufed great
Fires to be difperied quite through hisCamp to warm his
Soldiers, ahd 0 :1 to be diftributed amongft thern ; to the
End, that anointing themfelves , they might render their
Nerves more flippte und adlive , and fortify the Pores againlt
the Violence ot the Air , and freezing Wind that raged in
that Seafon. The Retreat the Greeks made from Babylon in-
to their own Country , is famous fo'r the Difficulties and Ca-
lamities they had to overcome . Of which this was one,
that being encountered in the Mountains of Armenia , with
a horrible Storni of Snow, they loft all Knowledge of the
Country, and of the Ways , and being driven up , were a
Day and aNight without eating ordrinking , molt of their
Cattie died, marcy of themfelves ftarved dead , feveral
ilruck blind with the Driving , and the Glittering of the
Snow, nuny of them maimed in their Fingers and Toes,
and many ftiff and motionlefs with the Extremity of the
Cold, who yet had their Underftanding entire . Alexander
lawa Nation, where they bury the Fruit Trees in Winter,
todefend them from being deftroy ' d by theFroft , and we
alfo raay fee the fame . But concerning Clothes , the King
ofMexicochanged his Appirel four Times a Day , andVie-
ver put them on more , ernpioying thofe he left off, irrhis
continual Liberalities and iiewards ; nor was eitherPot,
Difli, or other Utenfil of his Kitchen or Table , ever
ferved in twice.

CH AP.
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C H A P. XXXVI.
Of Cato the Tounger.

IAm not guilty of the common Error of judging ano-
ther by myklf . I eafily believe that in anotber'sHl-

mour which is cehtrary to my own : And though I find
myklf engaged to one cerLiin Form , Ido not cblige othns
to it , as many do ; but believe and äpprehend a thoufand
Ways of Living , and contrary to moft Men, moreeafilf
admit of DifFerences and Uniformity amongfi: us. Iis
frankly , as any one would have me , difcharge a Man fron
my Humoiirs and Principles , and confider him according
to his own particular Model . Though lam not continent
inyfelf , I neverthelefs fincerely love , and approve the Co»
tinericy of the Cäputbins , and other religious Orders, and
highly commend their Way of Living . I infinuate nr/fe"
by Imagination into their Place and Love, and honocr
them the more , for being other than I am . I very mvid
defise , that vve may be cenfured everyMan by himfelf,^
would not be drawn into the Confequence of commonB-
amples . My; Weaknefs does nothing alter the ElteemI
ought to have of the Force and Vigour of thofe who de-
ferve it . ' 5»»/ qui nihilfuadent , quam quod, fe imitarififi
confidunt*. There are thofe who perfuade nothing but k#
thty believe they can Imitate themfd-ves. Crawling upon the
Slime of the Earth , I do not for all that ceafe to obferve up
in the Clouds the inimitable Heightof forne heroickSouls:
'Tis a great deal for me to have my Judgment regukam
right , if the EfFefts cannot be fo, and to maintain this w-
vereign Power at leaft free from Corruption : 'Tis fo»
thing to have my Will right and good , where my Legi
feil me>. TJiis Age wherein we live, in ourPartof the

* Cicero de Oral.
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World at leaft, is grown fo ftupid, that not only Exercife,
but the very Imagination of Virtue is defe&ive, and feems
to be no other but College-Famion.

■Virlutem verba putant, ut
Lucum ligna *.

Words finely couch'd, thefe Men for Virtue take,
As if each Word a facred Grove could make.

^uam vereri dtlertnt , etiam fi per eifert non poffentf . Which
ihtj eughl to reverenee, tbough tbey cannot comprehend. 'Tis a
new Gew-gaw to hang in a Cabinet , or at the End of the
Tongue, as on the Tip of the Ear, for Ornament only.
There are no more virtuous Aftions extant ,and thofe Actions
that carrya Shew of Virtue , have yet nothing of it's Ef-
fence; by Reafon, that Profit, Glory , Fear and Cuftom,
and other fuch like foreign Caufes, put us in the Way to
produce them. Our Juftice alfo, Valour and good Offices,
may then be called fo too, in Refpeö to others, and ac-
tording to the Face they appear with to the Publick ; but
»theDoer it can by noMeans be Virtue , becaufe there is
another End propofed, another moving Caufe. Now Vir¬
tue owns nothing to be her's, but what is done by herfelf,
and for herfelf alone. In that great Battie of Potideea,
which theGreeks, under "the Command of Paufanias, ob-
tained againftMardonius, and the Perfians, the Conquerors,
aaording to theirCuftom , Coming to divide amongft them
™e Glory of the Exploit, they attributed to the Sparta»
Ration the Pre-eminence of Valour in this Engagement.
IneSfartam, great Judges of Virtue, when they came to
Termine to what particular Man of their Nation the
Honour was due, of having beft behaved himfelf upon
«is Occafion, found that Ariflodemushad, of all others,
nazarded his Perfon with the greateft Bravery ; but did
»othowever allow him any Prize or Reward, by Reafon
»at his Virtue had been incited by a Defire to clear his
KeP« ation from the Reproach of his Mifcarriage at the

* -Horace Ep. 6, Ii . + Cicero Tuf. i.
S 4 Bufinef
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.Bufinefs of Thermopylce, and with a Defire to die bravely,
to wipe off thatfornier Biemifli. Our Judgments areyet
fick, and obey the Humour of our depraved Manners. I
obferve tnoft of theWits of thefe Times pretend to Inge-
nuity , by endeavouring to blemifh and darken the Glory
of the braveft and moft generous Aclions of former Ages,
putting one vile Interpretation or another upon them,and
forgingandruppofing vain Caufes and Motives for thofeno¬
ble Things they performed. A niighty Subtilty iadeed!
Givc ne the greateft and moft unblemiftied Aflion that
ever he Brty beheld, and I will contrive a hundred plan-
üble Driffs and Ends to obicure it : God knows, whoever

.will flretch them out to the füll, what Diverfity of Images
cur internal Wills do fuffer under ; they do not fo malici-
oufiy play the Cenfurers, as they do it ignorandy and
rudely in all their Detraflions . The fame PainsandLi-
cence that others take to biemifli and befpatter thefe illiräri-
ous Names, I would willingly undergo to lend them1
Shoulder to raife them higher . Thefe rare Images, that
are culi' d out by , the Confeist of the wifeft Men of all
Ages, for the World ' s Exairspie, I fhould endeavourtok-
jiour anew, as far as my Invention would permit, in all
the Circumftances of favourable Interpretation. And«
are to believe, that the Force of our Invention is infinitdj
.fliort cf their Merit , 'Tis the Duty of good Men to tlraw
Virtues as beautiful as they can, and there would benoln-
.decericy in the Cafe, fhouid our Paffiona little tranfport*
in Favour of fo facred a Form . What thefe Peopledo»
the,contrary, "they either do out of Malice, or by the Vice
of cpnfining their Belief to their own Capacity; or, wIiB
I am more ineiined to think , for not having their Sight
ftrong, clear, and elevated enough, to cöneeive theSpl»
dorof Virtue in hernative Purity : As Pkiarch complatns,
that in hisTime fome attributed the Caufe of theyouuger
Catoi Death to his Fear of Cafar , at which he feems very
angry, and with good keafon : And by that a Man 01
guefs how much more he would have been offended with
thefe who have attributed it to Ambition ; fenfelefsPeo-
ple ! He would rather have performed a handfom, m
and generous Aäion , and to have had Ignominy for
Reward , than for Iiis Glory . That Man was in Trotha

Psttern,
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Pattern, that Nature chofe out to fttew to whatHeight hu¬
man Virtue and Conftancy could arrive : But I am not ca-
pableof handling fo noble an Argument , and (hall chere-
fore only fet five Latin Poets together by the Kars, vvho
has done bell in the Praife of Cato ; and inclufively for
their own too. Now a Man well read in Poetry will
think the two firft, in Comparifon of the others, a litfle
Hat and languifhing ; the third more vigorous, but -over-
thrown by the Extravagancy of Iiis own Force. He will
tkn think, that there will be yet Room for one er two
Gradations of Invention to come to thefourth ; butcoming
to mount the Pitch of that , he will life up Iiis Hands for
Admiration; the laft, the firft by forne Space, {but a
Space that he will fwear is not to be filled up by any hu¬
man Wit) he will be aftonilhed, he will not know where
he is. Thefe are Wonders . We have more Poets than
Judges and Interpreters of Poetry. It is eafier to write an
indifferent Poem, than to underftand a good one. There
is indeeda certain low and moderate Sort of Poetry, . that
a Man may '.Teil enough judge by certain Rules of Art ;
but the true, fupreme and divine Poefy, is equally above
all Rules and Reafon. And whoever difeerns the Beauty
of it, with the moft aflured and moft fteady Sight, fees
komore than the quick Refle&ion of a Flafh of Lightning»
This isaSort of Poeiy that does not exereife, but raviihes
and overwhelms our judgment . The Fury that poilefles
Wmwhois able to.penetrate into it, wounds yet a third
Man by hearing him repeat it . Like aLoadftone , that
not only attrafts the Needle , but alfo infufes into it theVir-
'uetoattract.others. And it is more evidently eminent upon
our Theatres, that the facred Infpiration of the Mufes,
having firft ftirred up the Poet to Anger , Sorrow, Hatred,
and out of himfelf, to whatever they will, does moreover

the Poet poffefs the Adtor, and by the Adtor, confecu-
tively all the Spectators. So -much our Paffions hang
and depend upon one another . Poetry has ever had that
Powerover me fror,; a Child . to tranfpeirce and tranfport
we: But this quicH Refentment that is natural to me, has
wen varioufly handled by Variety of Forms, not io much
n'gherand lower, (for they were ever the higheit of every
wnd) as differing in Colour. Firft , a gay and fpritely

Fluency,
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Fluency, afterwards a lofty and penetratingSubtilty; ajä
laßly , a mature and conftant Force. Their Names will
better exprefs them ; _0<vid, Lucait, Virgil. ButourPoels
are beginning their Career.

Sit Cato dum vivat fama ^vel Csefar major*.

»■■« ' Let Cato\ Fame,
Whilft he fhall live, eclipfe great Ctffar 's 'Nmi,

fays one.

...... Et inviäum deviäa Morte Catonem f.

. ....... --- And Cato feil,
Death being overcome, invincible,

lays the Second. And the Third fpeaking of the Civil
Wars betwixt Cafar and Pompey;

Viärix caufa Diis placuit, fed Vicla Catoni ||.

■i " Heaven approves,
The conquering Caufe, the conquer'd Catoloves,

And the Föurth upon the Praifes of Ctefar,

Et cunfta terrarum fubjeßa,
Praeter atrocem animuni Catonis §.

; And conquer' d all where-e'er his Eagle flew,
But Ca/o's Mind, that nothing could fubdue.

And the Mafter of the Quire, after having fet forthall the
great Names of the greateft Romans, ends thus,

• • His danttm jura Catonem %.
' y * .

Great Cato giving Laws to all the reft.

* Mart . lib, 6 . Epig. 32. + Manil. || Lucs».
$ Bor, Cor. Hb. 2. Odei . % JEneid. I. 8.
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C H A P. XXXVIII.

Tbat we laugh and cry for the fame Thing.

W ' HEN we read inHiftory , that Jntigonus was very
much difpleas'd with his Son, for prefenting him

the Head of King Pyrrbus his Enemy, newly flain, fight¬
ing againft him, and that feeing it he wept ; That Rene,
Duke of Lorraine, alfo lamented the Death of Charles,
DukeoiBurgundy, whom he had himfelf defeated, and
appear'd in Mourning at his Funeral : And that in the Bat¬
tie ofAitroy(which Count Monfort obtain'd over Charles
diBlou, his Competitor, for the Dutchy of Brittany) the
Conqueror meeting the dead Body of his Enemy, was very
much afflifted at his Death : We muft not prefently cry
out,

Et coß wven che Panimo ciafcuna,
Sita Pajjion jotto el contrario manto,
Ricopre, con la uißa hör" ckiara,

That every one, whether of Joy or Woe,
The Paffion of their Mind can palliate ib,
As when moft griey'd, to fhew a Count' nance clear,
And melancholick, when beft pleas'd t'appear.

WhenPompefsHead was prefented to Crefar, the Hiftories
tell us, that he turned away his Face, as from a fad and
«npleafing Objeft . There had beenfolong an Intelligence
and Society betwixt them, in the Management of the
publick Affairs, fo great a Community of Fortunes, fo
™any mutual Offices, and fo near an Alliance , that this
Countenance of his ought not to fuffer under any Mifin-

* Fe Iran he.
terpretation;
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terpretation ; or to be fuipefted for ejther falfe or conn-
tejfeit , as this other feems to believe :

•Tutuntque putavit
Jam bonus ejfe focer, lacbrymas mn fönte cadtntll
Eßudit , gemitufque exprejßt peßore l<£to,
Non alittr manifeßa putans abfcondere mentii
Gaudia , quam Lach;■ymas* .

■■ ■And novv he faw
'Twas fafe to be a pious Father -in-law,
He fhed forc' d Tears , and from a joyful Breaft,
Fetch 'd Sighs and Groans ; conceiving Tears wouldM
Conceal his inward Joy.

For though it be true , that the greateft Part of our Aöioü
are no other than Vizor and Diiguife , and yet may ibrae-
times be -real and true : That,

Heeredis ßeius fub perfona rifus eß %.

The HeirYdifl 'embled Tears behind the Skreen,
Could one but peep , would joyful Smiles be feen.

Soitis . that injudging of tiefe Accidents we are toc.~
Jsow much our S:ju1s are oftentimes agitated with divers
Paffions . And asthey fay-, thatin our Bodies there isaCon-
gregation of .divers Humours , of which , that is the So-
yereign , which according to the Complexion we areot, is
comnionly mofipredominantin us : So, though the Soul
in it divers Motions to give it Agitation ; yet muft there«
Necefiity beone toover -ruleall the reft , though not with»
neceif .ry and ab blute .a Dominion , but that through t»!
Flexibiüty and Tnconftancy of theSoul , thoie of lefs Autw-
rity may , upon Occafton , reaffume their Place, and maB
a littk Sally in Turn . Therice it is that we fee not only
Childrcn , who innocently pbey , and follow Nafure, ofe»
laugh and cry at the fame Thing : Eut not one of as ca»

* Lttcret . hb . o.
2

% Adus Gellt. No3.
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boaft, what Journey foever he may have in Hand , tlir.t he
has the moft fet his Hesrt upon, but when he comes to part
with his Family and Friends, he will find ibmething that
troubles him witbin ; and though he refrains his Tears, yet
he puts Foot i' th' Stirrup, with a fad and cloudy Counte-
nance, and what gentle Flame foever may have warm'd
tkHeartof modelt, and weil-born Virgins , yet are they
fein to be forc'd from about their Mothers Necks, to be
put to Bed to their Hurbands, vvhatever this boon Compa-
nion is pleas'd to fay;

Eßxe ncvis mtptis cdioV;nus, anne parenlum
Frußrantur falfis gaudia lachrymalis,

Ubertim Thalami cuas intra limina fundunt ?
Non, ita me Dimi, nera gemunt, juverint *.

Boes the fair Bride the Sport fo mainly dread,
That fhe takes on fo when fhe's put to Bed i
Her Parents Joys t'allay with a feign'd Tear,
She does not cry in Earneft, I dare fwear.

Neither is it dränge to lament a Perfon, whom a Man would
by no Means wifh to be alive : When I rattle my Man, I
do it with all the Mettle I have, and load him with no
feign'd, butdownright real Curfes ; but the Heat being o-
ver, if he fhould ftand in Need of me, I fhould be very
ready to do him Good : For I inftantly turn the Leaf.
WhenI call him Calf and Coxcomb, I do not pretend to
eMail thofe Titles upon him for ev'er ; neither do I think I
give myfelf the Lie in calling him an honeft Man prefently
after. Were it not the Sign of a Fool to talk to one's felf,
there would hardly be a Day or Hour wherein I might
not beheard to grumble, and mutter to myfelf,andagainft
»yfelf, Turd in the FooFi Teeth, and yet I do not think
'bat to be my Chara&er. Who for feeing me one while
cold, and prefently very kind to my Wife , believes the
one or the other to be counterfeit , is an Afs. Nero taking
«ave of his Mother, whom he fent to be drown'd, was

* Catul. Numb. 67,
cevfr-
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neverthelefs fenfible of fome Emotion at this Farewe!,and
was ftruck with Horror and Pity . 'Tis faid, that die
Light of the Sun is not one continuous Thing , butthat he
darts new Rays fo thick one upon another, that wecan-
not perceive the Intermiffion.

Largus enim liquidifons luminis athereus Sol
Irrigat ajjidue ccelum candore recenti,
Suppetit atque novo confeßim lumine lumen*.

For the sethereal Sun that (hines fo bright,
Being a Fountain large of liquid Light,
With frefh Rays fprinkles ftill the chearful Sky,
And with new Light the Light does Hill fupply.

Juft fo the Soul varioufly and imperceptibly darts out her
Paffions. Artabarus furprifing once his Nephew-S««,
chid him for the fudden Alteration of his Countenance.As
he was confidering the immeafurable Greatnefs of his Forces
paffing över the Bellefpont, for the Grecian Expedition, le
was firft feiz' d with a Palpitation of Joy, to fee fo many
Millions of Men under his Command, vvhich alfoappear'd
in the Gaiety of his Looks : ButhisThoughtsatthefame
Inftant fuggefting to him, that of fo niany Live's, there
would not be one lef't, in a Century at moft, heprefentlf
knit his Brows, and grew fad, even to Tears. We have
lefolutely purfu' d the Revenge of an Injury receiv'd, and
been fenfible of afingularSatisfaftion at the Vi'ftory: B«t
vve fhall weep notwithftanding : ' Tis not for the Viöory,
that we (hall weep ; there is nothing alter'd by that: Bat
the Soul looks upon Things with another Eye, and repre-
fents them to itfelf with another kind of Face ; for eyery
Thing has many Faces, and feveral Afpeäs , Relations,
old Acquaintance, and Friendfhips, poffefs our Imagins-
tions, and make them tender for the Time : But the Coun-
terturn is fo quick, that ' tis gone in a Moment.

Nil a Deo fieri celeri ratione videtur,
S>uaß mens fieri proponit, Ü" inchoat ipß,.

Z
* Lucret. '/. 5.
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Odas ergo animus quam res fe perciel alla,
Ante ocuhs quarum in promptu natura widetur*.

No Motions feem fo brifk, and quick as thofe
The working Mind does to be done propofe.
Which once propos'd, her violent Motions are
Swifter than any Thing we know by far.

And therefore, while we would make one continued Thing
of all this Succeffion of Paffion, we deceive ourfelves.
WhenTimoleon laments the Murther he had committed
lipon fo mature and generous Deliberation , he does not
lament the Liberty reftor'd to his Country, he does not
lament the Tyrant , but he laments his Brother : One Part
ofhisDuty is perform'd, let us give him Leave to per-
forni the other.

C H A P. XXXVIII.

Of Solitude.

LET us pafs over that olcl Comparifon, betwixt the
adtive and the folitary Life, and as for the fine

Saving, with which Ambition and Avarice palliare their
Vices, That%xse are not born for our Sehes, but for the Pub-
«ä, let us boldly appeal to thofe who are moft interefted
wpublick Affairs, let them lay their Hands upon their
Hearts, and then fay, whether , on the contrary, they do
not rather afpire to Titles and Offices, and that Tumult
of the World, to make their private Advantage at the
publick Expence. Butwe need not alk them the Qjieftion ;
for the corrupt Ways by which they arrive at the Height

which their Ambitions afpire, do manifeftly enough

Lucret. I. 3.
declare

1
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declare that their Ends cannot be very good. Let usthai
teil Ambition, that it isfheherfelf that givesusaTafleof
Solitude ; for what does ßie fo mach avoid as Society?
What does flie fo much feek as Elbow-room? AMan
may do well, or ill every where : But if what Siasfays
be true, that the greatelt Part is the worfe, or wk
the Preachcr fays, that there is not one good of a Tb»
fand }

Rari quippe boni numero nix funt iotidem quot
Thebarum portee<vel d 'fvitis qflia Nilif.

Becaufe the Number of the Good' s as few
As Thebisfair Gates, or rieh NileMouths do fpew.

The Contagion is very dangerous in the Crowd; AMal
muH either imitate the Vicious,_ or hate them : Bothart
dangerous, either to refemble them, becaufe they are
many , or to hate many, becaufe they are unrefembling.
And Merchants that go to Sea are in the Right, vvhen
they are cautious that thofe who embark with them in the
fame Bottom, beneitherdiffolute Blafphemers, norvicioos
etherways ; lpoking upon fuch Society as unfortunale.
And therefore it was, that Sias pleafantly faid to foiae,
who being with him in a dangerous Storm, implor'dtk
Affiftance of the Gods, Peaa , /peak fiftlj , faid he, tk
tbey may not knonv you are here in my Company: And of more
preffing Example, AlbuquerqueVice-Roy in the Mus
for Emanuel King of Portugal, in an extreme Peril of
Shipwreck , took a young Boy upon his Shoulders, forte
only End, that in the Society of their common Danger,
his Innocency might ferve to proteö him, and to recom-
mend him to the divine Favour, that they might get fafe
to Shore : Tis not that a wife Man may not live every
where content, either alone, or in the Crowd of a pake:
But if it be left to his own Choice , he will teil you, that
he would fly the very Sight of the latter ; he can endure
it if need be ; but if it be referred to him, he will chuie

■f Jumen. Sat . 13. lb
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tk firft. He rannot think himfelf fufficiently rid of Vice,
if he muil yet contend with it in other Men : Charondas
punifh'd thofe for ill Men , who vvere convidl of keeping
ill Company. There is nothing fo unfociable , and fociable
as Man, the one by Iiis Vice , the other by his Nature.
AndAntifihenes, in my Opinion , did not give him a fatif-
faftory Anfwer, wlio reproach 'd him with frequenting ill
Company, by faying , That the Phyficians Iii? d well enough
ommgfl the Sick: For if they contribute to the Health of
tHeSick, nodoubt , butby the Contagion , continual Sight
of, and Familiarity with Difeafes , they muft of Neceffity
impair their own . Now the End I fuppofe is all one, td
live at more Leifure , and at greater Eafe : Bat Men do not
always take the right Way ; for they often think they have
totally taken Leave öf all Bufinefs when they have only ex-
chang'd one Employment for another . There is littlc lefs
troublein governing a private Family , than awboleKing-
00m: Wherever the Mind is perplex 'd , it is in an entire
Diforder, and domeltickEmployments are not lefs trouble-
fom, for being lefs important . Moreover , for having
ftak'd off the Court and publick Employments , we have;
»ot taken Leave of the principal Vexations of Life.

- Ratio bf prudentia curas,
Non locus effuß late maris arbiter aufert §.

Reafon and Prudence , our Affeftions eafe,
Not remote Voyages on unknown Seas.

Our Ambition, our Avarice , Irrefolution , Fears , and in-
wdinate Defires, do not leave us when we forfake ouf
"ätive Country:

Et paß equitem ßedet atra cura * .

And who does mount his Horfe to this , will find,
He carries Black -brow 'd Madam Care behind.

} Hör. Iii , 1. Epiß. i 1. * Hör . lib. 3, Ode u
.Vol. I . T She
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She often follows us even to Cloifters, and philofophica!
Schools-; nor Deferts, nor Caves, Hair -fhirts, nor Falls,
can difengage us from her :

Hier et lateri letbalis arunda*.

The fatal Shaft fticks to the wounded Side.

One telling Socrates, that fuch a one was nothing im-
prov'd by his Travels . I <very<well believe it, faid he,/f?
he took himfelf along ivith him.

Quid ierras alio calenies
Sole mutamus? patria quis exul

Se quoque fugit f.

To change our native Soil, why lhould we run
To feek out one warm'd by another Sun?
For yet what banifh'd Man could ever find,
When fartheft fent, he left himfelf behind?

If a Man do not firft difcharge both himfelf and his MM,
of the Bürden with which he finds himfelf opprefs'i
Motion will but make it prefs the harder , and fit the heavier,
as the Lading of a Ship is of lefs Incumbrance, whenfat,
and beftow'd in a fettled Pofture ; you do a fick Man more
Harm than Good, in removing him from Place to Place;
you fix and eftabljlh the Difeafe by Motion, as Stoops
dire deeper into the Earth by being mov'd up and down
in the Place where they are defign'd to Hand. And tnere-
fore it is not enough to get remote from the Public; ts
notenough to fliift the Soil only, a Man muft flyfr0II|
the populär Difpofitions that have taken Poffeifion of lü
Soul, he muft fequefter and ravifh himfelf from himfelf'

- Rupijam 'vincula, dicas,
Nam lultata canis nodmn arripit, attamen Ula
Cum fugit , ä collo trahitur pars longa catena §.

* Virg. JEn . I. 4. f Hör. Hb. 2. oit ,i
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Thoul' t fay perhaps, that thou haft broke the Chain;
Why, fo the Dog has knaw'd the Knc-t in twain.
That ty'd him there, but as he flies, he feels
The pond' rous Chain ftill rattling at his Heels,

We ftill carry our Fetters along with us ; ' tis not ah abfo»
lote Libertyj we yet caft back a kind Look upon what we
We left behind us j the Fancy is ftill füll of oiir old vyay
öf Living.

—Nif!pürgatum eß peSlUs, qua praliä nolir,
Jltque pericula tanc ingratis infinuandum?
Quanta confcindunt hominum cupidinis acres
Sollicitum iura , quantique perinde timorest
^uidve fuperbia, fpurcitia, at petulantia quantas
EjjiciuM clades, quid luxus, deßdiefque*.

Unlefs the Mind be purg'd, what Gonflifts ftreight
And Dangers will it not infinuate ?
The luflfül Man how many bitter Cares,
Do gall, and fret, and then how man}' Fears ?
What horrid Mifchiefs, what dire Slaughters too
Will not Pride, Luft, and Petulancy do ?
And what from Luxury can we expeft,
And Sloth; but all the III, III can effedt?

Tie Mind itfelf is the Difeafe, and cannot efcape fröntItfelf; ^

h culpa eß dnimüs, qui/e non effugtt nunquam *.

Still in the Mind the Fault does lye*
That never from, itfelf can fly.

; therefofe is tö be call'd home, and conhVd withm it
>'hat is the true Solitude, and that aaay be enjoy d̂

5 Lucret. I. j . f Her. i, i. Ep. 14.T i even
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even in populous Cilie ?, and the Courts of Kings, thougli
more commodioufly apart.

Now fince we will attempt to live alone , and to-waye
all Manner of Converfation amongft Men , let us fo order
it , that our Contentation may depend wholly upon our¬
felves, and diflblve all Obligations that ally us to other;:
Let u' obtain this frcm ourfelves that we may live alone in

goodEarneft , and live at Our Eafe too . having efcap'd
rrom theFire that confum 'd the City where he liv'd, and
where he had his Wife , Children , Goods , and every Thing
he was Malier of, deilroy 'd by the Flame ; DemetriusW
orcetesfeeing him , in ib great a Ruin of his Country, appear
with fo ferene and undiiturb ' d a Countenance , afk'dhin,
if he had receiv 'd no Löfs l To which he made Anfeer,
No ; and that , Thanks be to God , nothing was loft of
his ; which alfb was the Meaning of the Philofopher jfejf
fhenes, when hepleafantly faid , that Men fhould only far-
nifli themfelves with fuch Things as would fwim, and
might with the Owner efcape the Storni ; and certainlyi
wife Man never lofes any Thing , if he has himfelf. Wie«
the City of Nolä was ruin 'd by the Barbarians , Pauli»
who was Bifhop of that Place , having there loft all he hid
and himfelf aPrifoner , pray 'd after this Manner, Ohrt,
defeni me frsrni being fenfible cf this Löfs; fir tbm kw4<
thcy bai <e yet tsuched nothing of that ivhich is mim>Tb
Riehes thathiade him rieh , and the Goods that made Ii»
good , wereilill keptentire . * This it is tomakeChoiceof
Treafures , that can fecure themfelves from Plunder and

.Violence , and to hide them in fuch a Place , into which»

one can enter , and that are not to be betrayed by anŷ
ourfelves . VVives, Children , and Goods mult be had,
and efpecially Health , by him that can get it ; butwe*
not fo to fet ourHearts upon them , that our Happh»
rauft have it's 'Dependance upoa any of thefejwenol
referve a Back -lhop , a With -drawing -Room , wholly out
own , and entirely free wherein to fettle our true Libern,
our principal Solitude and Retreat . And in this, «
muft for the mofl Part entertain ourfelves with ourfelver,

and fo privately , that no Knowledge or Communicat«
of any exotick Concern , beadmitted there , there to lang11
and to taik , as if without Wife , Children , Goods, Tß*
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or Attendance; to the End , that when it fhall fo fall out,
that we muft lofe any, or all of thefe, it may be r.o nevv
thing to be without them, We have a Mind pliable of
itfelf, that will be Company ; it has wherewithäl to attack,
and to defend, to receive and to give : Let us not then
fear in this Solitude, to languifli under an uncomfortabie
Vacancy.

In folis fis tibiturha locis.

In folitary Places be
Unto thyfelf good Company.

Virtue is fatisfied vvith herfelf, without Difcipline, with¬
out Words, without Effeäs . In our ordinary Adtions,
there is not one of a Thoufand that concerns ourfelves:
He thac thou fesft fcambling up the Ruins of that Wall,
forious and tranfported, againlt whom fo raany Mußet
Shot are leveli' d ; and that other all over Sears, pale, and
fainting vvith Hunger , and yet refolv' d rather to die, than
to open his Gate to him , doft thou think that thefe Men
are there upen their own Account ? No, peradventure in
the Behalf of one whom they neyer faw, and that never
concerns himfelf for their Pains, and Danger , but lyes
wallowing the while in Sloth and Pleafure : This other
blear-ey'd, flovenly Fellow, that thou feeit come out of
his Study after Midnight , doft thou think hehasbeen tum-
bling over Books, to learn how to become a better Man,
wifer and more content : No fuch Matter , he will there
ffld his Days, but he will teach Pofterity the Meafure of
Pbutus's Verfes, and the Orthography of a Latin Word :
Who is it that does not voluntarily exchange his Health,
his Repofe, and his very Life for Reputation , and Glory ?
The moft ufelefs, frivolous, and falfe Coin that paffes
current amongft us: Our own Death does not fufficiently
ternfy, and troubje us, let us moreover charge ourfelves
Mh thofe of Wives, Children, and Family : Our own
Affairs do not afford us Anxiety enough, let us undertake
ftofe of our Neighbours and Friends, ftill more to break
PM Brains, and to torment us.

, T 3 Vab
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Vah quemquamne hcntinem in animum iußituere aut
Parare , quodfit charius, quam ipfe efi fibi * ?

Alas ? What Mortal will be fo unwife
Any Thing dearer than himfelf to prize?

Solitude feems tp me to have the bell Pretence in fucha
liave already employed their moft aöive and flourilhing
Age in the World 's Service ; by the Example of%aki.
We have lived enough for others, let us at leaft live out tbefmall Reninantof Life for our Selves; let us now callinoui
Thoughts and Intentions to our Selves, and to out own
Eafe, and Repofe : ' tis no light Thing to makea fnre
Retreat , it will be enough to do without mixing other
Enterprifes and Defigns, fince God gives us Leifure tu
prepare for, änd to order our Remove, let us makeieady
pack up our Baggage, take Leave betimes of the Com¬
pany ; let us difentangle ourfelves from thofe violent Im-
portunities that engage us elfewhere, and feparate us fronourfelves : We muft break the Knot of our Obligation.',
how flrong foever, and hereafter love this, or that; bat
efpoufe nothing , but ourfelves: That is to fay, let the Ret
rnainder be our own, but not fo join'd and clofe, as not
to be forc'd away without flaying us, or tearing Part of
the whole Piece. The greateft Thing in the World is fora Man to know, that he is his own : 'Tis Time towean
ourfelves from Society, when we can no more add any
Thing to it ; and who is not in a Condition to lend, jd
forbid himfelf to borrow. Our Forces begin tofailts,
and are of no more Ufe for foreign Offices; let us call
them in , and lock them up at Home ; He that canwithin himfelf caft off, and difband the Offices of fo many
Friendihips, and that Tumult of Converfation he las
contrafted in the bufy World , let him do it : In this De-
cayofNature , which renders him ufelefs, burthenfom,
and importunate to others, let him have a Care of being
ufelefs, burthenfom, and importunate to himfelf: lethim footh, and carefs himfelf , and 1 above all Things be
iure to govern himfelf with Reverenco to his Reafonand

*1tr . Adel. Aa . i . Sc.
Confcience.
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Confcience, to that Degree , as to be alham' d to make a
falfe Step in their Prefence. Rarum eß enim, ut fatis fe
quifque mereatur|| . For ' tis rarely feen that Men have RejpeSl,
and Rewereuce enough for tbemßl-ves. Socratesfays, that Boys
are to caufe themfelves to be inftru&ed, Men to exercife
themfelves in welldoing , and old Men to retire from all Civil
and military Employments, Irving at their own Difcretion,
without the Obligation to any certain Office. There are

Tome Complexions more proper for thefe Precepts of Re-
tirement, than others, fuch as are of a foft and faint Appre-
henfion, and of a tender Will , and Affeftion, as I am,
will fooner enline to this Advice, than aftive and bufy
Souls, who embrace all, engage in all , and are hot upon
every Thing , who offer, prefent, and give themfelves up
to every Occafion. We are to ferve ourfelves with thefe
accidentaland extraneousThings , fofaras theyarepleafant
to us, but by no Means to lay our principal Foundation
there. This is no true one, neither Nature nor Reafon
can allow it fo to be, and why therefore ihould we contrary
to their Laws, enflave our own Contentment , by giving
it into the Power of another ? To anticipate alfo the Ac-
cidents of Fortune, and to deprive ourfelves of thofe Things
we have in our own Power, as feveral have done upon the
Account of Devotion, and fome Philofophersby Difcourfe ;
a Man to be his own Servant, to lye hard , to put out his
own Eyes, throw Wealth into the River , and to feek out
Grief, (the one by the Uneafinefs and Mifery of this Life,
topretend to Blifs in another ; theother by laying himfelf
low, toavoid the Danger of falling) are Aäs of an exceffive
Nature. The ftouteft and moft obilinate Natures, ren-
der even their moft abftrufe Retirements glorious and ex-
emplary.

—Tuta, {jfparvula laudo,
Cum res deficiunt, fatis inter <vilia fortis :
Verum ubi quid melius contigit, & unäius idem
Hos fupere, fcffolos ata bene miniere, quorum
Confpicitur nitidis fundata pecunia villis *.

1! Pßbag, * Hor. l. 1. Epjft. 15.
T 4 Where
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Where Plenty fails,
A fecure Competency I like well,
And love the Man Difafter cannot quell:

, But when good Fortune with a liberal HandHer Gifts bellows; thofe Men I underftand
Alone happy to live, and to be wife,
Whofe Money does in neat built Villa's rife.

A great deal lefs would ferve my Turn well enough. 'Tis
enough for me under Fortune's Favour to prepare myfelf
for her Difgrace , and being at my Eafe toreprefent tomy-
felf, as far as my Imagination can ftretcb,, the III to come;
as we do at Jufts, and Tiltings , where we counterfeit War
in the greateft Calm of Peace. I do not think Arcefltm
the Philofopher , the lefs temperate and reform'd for
lenowing that he made Ufe of Gold, and Silver Veffels,when the Gondition of his Fortune allow'd him fo to do:
But have a better Opinion of him, than if he had deny'd
himfelf what he us'd with Liberality and Moderation. I
fee the utmoft Limits of natural Neceffity, and confidering
a poor Man begging at my Door oft-times more jocund
and more healthy than I myfelf am, I put myfelf into
his Place, and attempt to drefs my Mind after his Mode;
and running in like Manner over other Examples, thougk
I fancy Death , Poverty, Contempt , and Sicknefs treading
on my Heels, I eafily refolve not to be affrighted ; thougha lefs than I am takes them with fo much Patience, I am
not Willing to believe that a lefs Underftanding can do
more than a greater ; or that the Effefts of Precept cannot
arrive to as great a Height , as thofe of Cuftom: And
knowingof how uncertain Duration thefe accidental Con-
yeniencies are, I never forget , in the Height of all my En-joyments, to make it my chiefell Prayer to Almighty
God, that he will pleafe to render me content with my¬
felf , and the Condition wherein he has placed me. I fee
feveral young Men very gay, and frolick ; who never-
thelefs keep a Provifion of Pills in their Trunk athome,
to take when theRheumfhall fall, which they fearfomuch
the lefs, becaufe they think they have Remedy at Hand:
jlvery one lhould do the fame, and moreover if they find

themfelve?.
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themfelves fubjeft to fome more violent Difeafe , fhould
furnilh themfelves with fuch 'Medicines as may numb and
(lupify the Part : The Employment a Man fhould chufe
fora fedentary Life , ought neither to be a laborious , nor
an unpleafing one, otherwife ' tis to no Purpofe at all to
be retir' d : And this depends upon every one's Liking and
Humour; mine has no Manner of Complacency for Huf-
bandry, and fuch as love it , ought to apply themfelves
to it with Moderation.

Conanturfibl res, non fe fuimittere rebus* .

A Man fhould to himfelf his Eufinefs fit,
Eut fhould not to Affairs himfelf fubmit.

Hulbandry is otherwife a 'very fervile Employment , as
Mtiflteils us ; though fome Parts of it are more excufable
than the reft, as the Care of Gardens , which Zenophon
attributes to Cjrtis, and a Mean may be found out betwixc
fordid and homely Affeftion , fo füll of perpetualSolitude,
which is feen in Men who make it their entire Bufinefs
and Study, and that flupid and extreme Negligence , let-
ting all Things go at Random , we fee in others.

— — Democriti pecus edit agellas,
Ctdtaque, dum peregre eß animus Jim corpore Telox-f.

Dimocritus,s Cattle fpoils his Corn,
Whilft he from thence on Fancy 's Wings is born.

jjut let us hear what Advice the younger Plinj gives his
friend%Cornelius Rufus, upon the Subjeft of Solitude ;
Isdvife thee, in the plentiful Retirement wherein thou art,
toleave to thy Hinds and inferiorServants the Care of thy
Hulbandry, and to a'ddift thyfelf to the Study of Letters,

«traft from thence fomething that may be entirely and
äbloiutely thine own . By which , he means Reputation;
'«e Cicero, who fays, that he would employ his Solitude

? Hor. Ep. 1, -j- Hör , Bp. 12 , % Qaniniui Rufus.
and



274 Montaigne '/ Eßiys.
and Retirement from publick Affairs, to acquire by Iii
Writfngs an immortal Life.

Ufque adea m
Scire tuum nihil eß, nifi te fcire hoc fcial alter*?

Is all thy Learning nothing , unlefs thou,
That thou art knowing , make all others know?

It appears to be Reafon, when a Man talks of retiring fron
the World , that he fhould look quite out of himfelf. Tiefe
do it but by Halves , They defign well enough for them-
felves, ' tistrue , when they (hall be no more in it ; butilil
they pretend to extracT; the Fruits of that Defign from die
World , when abfented from it, by a ridiculous Contradic-
tion . The Imagination of thofe who feek Solitude,lipon
the Account of Devotion , Alling their Hopes with Certain-
ty of divine Promifes in the other Life, is much more«'
tionally founded. They propofe to themfelves God, an
infinite Objeä in Goodnefs and Power. The Soul hu
there wherewithal , at füll Liberty , to fatiate herDefa,
Affüdlions and Sufferings turn to their Advantage, being
undergone for tfre Acquifition of an eternal Health, and
everlalting Joys. Death k to be wifhed and longed for,
where it is the Paffage to fo perfeft a Condition. And tbe
Tartnefsof thefe fevere Rules they impofe upon thenÄ
is immediately taken away by Cuftom, and all their carau
Appetites baffled and fubdued, by refufing to humouraa«
feed them ; they ,being only fupported by Ufe and Exercifc
This fole End therefore of another happy and immoröl
Life , is that which really merits, that we fhould abandon tlt
Pleafures and Conveniencies of this. And who can realf
and conftantly enflame his Soul with the Ardour ofw
lively Faith and Hope, does erea for himfelf in this Soh-
tude a more voluptuous and delicious Life, than any otw
Sort of Living whatever . Neither the End then, nor*
Means of this Advice of Pliny pleafes me, forweota»
out of the Frying -pan into the Fire . This Book-Erojwy

* Per . Sat . I.
UlEJI
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ment is as painful as any other, and as great an Enemy to
Health, which ought to be the firft Thing in every Man's
Profpedt; neither ought a Man to be allured with thePlear
füre of it, which is the fame that deltroys the wary. ava-
ricious, voluptuous and ambitious Men . The Wife give
us Caution enough to beware of the Treachery of our De¬
ines, and to diftinguifh true and entire Pleafures from fuch
asare mixed and complicated with greater Pain . For the
greateft Part of Pleafures (fay they) wheedle and carefs on-
ly to ftrangle us, like thofe Thieves whom the JEgygtians
calledPhiliße; and if the Head -Ach fhould come after
Drunkennefs, we fhould have a Care of drinking too much:
ButPIeafure to deceive us, marches before, and conceals her
Train. Books are pleafant, but if by being over ftudious
we impair our Health , and fpoil our good Humour , two
pf the beft Pieces we have, let us give it over ; for I for my
Part am one of thofe who think , that no Fruit derived from
them can recompenfe fo great a Löfs. As Men who feel
themfelves weakned by a long Series of Indifpofition , give
themfelves up at laft to the Mercy of Medicine, and fub-
mit to certain Rules of Living , which they are for the fu-
ture never to tranfgrefs ; fo he who retires, weary of, and
difgufted with, the commonWay of Living , ought to mo-
del this new one he enters into, by the Rules of Reafon,
and to inftitute and eftabliih it by Premeditation , and after
the bell Method he can contrive . He ought to have taken
Leave of all Sorts of Labour, what Advantage foever he
fliaypropofe to himfelf by it ; and generally to have fhaken
offall thofe Paffions which difturb the Tranquillity of Body
and Soul, and then chufe tiie Way that beft fuits with his
pwn Humour;

Vttüßjuifyue fua noverit We via *.

Every one beft doth know.
In his own Way to go.

InMenagery, Study, Hunting , and all other Exercifes,
Men are to proceed to the utmoft Limits of Pleafure ; buf

t Pnpert . Iii , Eieg. 25. muß
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muft take Heed of engaging farther , where Solitude and
Trouble begin to mix . We are to referve fo much Em-
ployment only , as is neceffary to keep us in Breath, and
to defend us from the Inconveniencies , that the otherEx-
treme , of a dull and ftupid Lazinefs , brings along with it,
There are fome fteril , knotty Sciences , and chiefly ham¬
mered out for the Crowd ; let fuch be left to them wio
are engaged in the publick Service : I for my Part care
for no other Books, but either fuch , as are pleafant and
cafy , to deüght me, or thofe , that comfort and inllruä
me , how to regulate my Life and Death.

Tacitum fyhvas inter reptare falubres,
Curentem quidquid dignum fapientem bonoque fß *.

Silently Meditating in the Groves
What beft , a wife and honeil Man behoves.

Wifer Men propofe to themfelves a Repofe wholly fpiritua!,
as having great Force and Vigour of Mind ; but formt,
who have a very ordinary Soul, I find it very neceffary,
to fupport myfelf with bodily Conveniences ; and Age
having of late deprived me of" thofe Pleafures that wert
moft acceptable to me , I initruft and whet my Appetite
to thofe that remain 3 and are more fuitable to thisother
Seaftn . We ought to hold with all our Force, both
of Hands and Teeth , the Ufe of the Pleafures of Life,
that our Yea-rs, one after another , fnatch away fon
us.

*- Carpamus dulcia , noflrum eß,
££uod 'vi'vis, cinis, cj? maties, & fabujaßes \ -

Let us enjoy Life ' s Sweets , for fhortly we,
Afhes , pale Ghofts , and Fables , all fhall be.

Now as to the End that Pliny and Cicero propofe to » of
Glory ; 'tis in£nitely wide of my Account ; forAm

* Ear . Et . 44 . lib . \ . + Perfius, Sat. S\
' tiod
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tion, is, of all other, the mofl contrary Humour to Soli¬
tudej and Glory and Repofe are fo inconfiftent, that they
cannot poffibly inhabit in one and the fame Place ; and
for fo much as I underftand, thofe have only their Arms
and Legs difingaged from the Crowd, their Mind and In¬
tention remain engaged behind more than ever.

2a»' , n>etuk, auriculis alienu colligis efcas* s'.

Doft thou, old Dotard , at thefe Yeare,
Gather fine Tales for others Ears ?

They are only retired to take a better Leap, and by a ftron-
ger Motion, to give a brifker Charge into the Crowd.
Will you fee how they fhoot (hört ? Let us put into the
Counterpoife, the Advice of two Philofophers of two very
different Sefts, writing the one to Idomeneus, the other
toLucilius, their Friends, to retire into . Solitude from
worldly Honours, and the Adminiftration of publick
Affairs. You have, fay they, hitherto lived Swimming
and Floating, come now and die in the Harbour : You
have given the firffc Part of your Life to the Light , give
what remains to the Shade. It is impoffible to give over
Eufinefs, if you do not alfo quit the Fruit , and therefore
difengage yourfelves from all the Concerns of Name and
Glory. 'Tis to be feared, the Luflre of your former Adlions
will give you hut too much Light , and follow you into
your mofl: private and obfcure Retreat : Quit with other
Pleafures, that which proceeds from the Approbation of an-
other: And as to your Knowledge and Parts, never concern
yourfelves, they will not lofe their Effect, if yourfelves be
ever the better for them . Remember him, who being alked,
Why he took fo much Pains in an Art , that could come
to the Knowledge of but few Perfons ? A few are enough
for me, reply'd he, I have enough of one, I have enough
of never a one. He faid true, you and a Companion
areTheatre enough to one another, or you to yourfelf.
Let us be to you the whole People, and the whole People

* Perßus Sat . i.
to
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to you but one : ' Tis an unworthy Ambition, to thinii

■ to derjMGlory forn a Man's Sloth and Privacy: Yoii
are to do üke the Beafts of Chace, who put out the Track
at the Entrance into their Den . You are to concern

■yourfelf no more how the World talks of you, but how
you are to talk to yourfelf : Retire yourfelf into your¬
felf, but firft prepare yourfelf there to receive yourfelf:
It were a Folly to truft yourfelf in your own Hand;, if
you cannot govern yourfelf ; a Man may as well mif-
carry alone, as in Company, tili you have rendred yourfelf
as fuch, as before whom you dare not trip , and tili you
have a Bafhfulnefs and Refpeft for yourfelf, Obfirvmtit
fpeciei honeßte animo* ; Letjuß and honeß Things kßillrt-
prefented to the Mind. Preient continually to your Ima¬
gination , Cato, Phccion, and Arißides, in whofe Prefence
the Fools themfelves will hide their Faults : Make them
Controulers of all your Intentions . Should your Inten-
tions deviate from Virtue , your Refpe£t to thofeMenwill
again fet you right ; they will keep you intheWayof
being contented with yourfelf to borrow nothing of any
other but yourfelf ; to reftrain and fix your Soul in certain
and limited Thoughts , wherein flie may pleafe herielfj
and having underllood the true and real Goods, whichMea
the more enjoy, the more they underftand* to reft fatisfied;
without Defire of Prolongation of Life or Memory. This is
the Precept of the true and natural Philofophy, not ofa
boafting and prating Philofophy , fuch as that of the tweformer.

* Cicero lufc . Quetß. i . 2.
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C H A P. XXXIX.
A Conßderation uponCicero.

ONE Word more by Way of Comparifon, betwixt
thefe two. There are to be gathered out of the Wri-

tings of Cicero, afld this younger Pliny, (who, in my
Opinion, but li'ttle refembles his Uncle in his Humour,)
infinite Teftimonies of a Nature boundlefsly ambitious;
and amongft others, this for one, that they both , in the
Sight of all the World , folicit the Hiftorians of their
Time, not to forget them in their Memoirs ; and Fortune,
ss it were in fpite, has made the Vanity of thofe Requefts
live upon Record down to this Age of ours, when ihe has
long fince damned the Hiftories themfelves to Oblivion.
But this exceeds all Meannefs of Spirit in Perfons of fuch
Qoality, as they were, to think to derive any great and
living Renown from babling and prating ; even to the
publifliing of their private Letters to their Friends, and
ibwithal, that though fome of them were never fent, the
Opportunity being loft, they neverthelefs expofe them to
the Light with this worthy Excufe, that they were here-
after unwilling to lofe their Labours, and have their Lucu-
brations thrown away. Was it not very well becoming
two Confuls of Rome, Sovereign Magiftrates of the Re-
pnblick that commanded the World , to fpend their Time
in contriving q»eint and elegant Miflives, thence to
gain the Reputation of being Criticks in their own Mo-
ther-Tongue. What could a pitiful Schoolrmafter have
done worfe, whofe Trade it was to get his Living ?
If the Afls of Xenophon, and Ccefar, had not far e-
sough tranfcended their Eloquence, I fcarce believe they
would ever have taken the Pains to have writ them . They
"jade it theirBufinefs to recommend, not their Speaking,but
their Döing. And could the Perfecf ion of Eloquence have
added any Luftre proportionable to the Merit of a great Per-

certai;rdyS«/ ;'aand £#r/HW had never refigned the-Ho-
i nour
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nourof their Comedies , with all theLuxuriancesandDeii<
cacies of the Latin Tongue , to an African Slave; forthat
that Work was theirs , the Beauty and Excellency of it'do

»fufftcienlly declare ; befides , Terence himfelf confeffesas
much , and I fhould take it ill from any one that would dif-
poffefs me of that Belief . 'Tis akind of injurious Mock-
ery and Offence to extol aMan for Qualities mifbefoming
his Merit and Condition , though otherwife commendable
In themfelves , but fuch as ought not however to be his chief-
eil Talent : As if a Man fhould commend a King for bang
a good Painter , a good Architeft , a good Markfman, or
a good Runner at the Ring ; Commendations that add no
Honour unlefs mentioned altogether , and in the Train of
thofe that are more properly applicable to him, namely,
his Juftice , and the Science of Governing and Conduftiag
his People both in Peace and War . At this Rate Agricul-
ture was an Honour to-Cyrus, and Eloquence and the
Knowledge of good Letters to Charlemaigne . I have, in
my Time , known fome , who , by that Knack of Writing,
haVing got both their Titles and Fortune , difown their
Apprenticefhip , purpofely corrupt their Stile , and affeä
Jgnorance in fo vulgär a Quality (which alfo our Nation
obferves , to be rarely feen in very intelligent Hands) to
feek a Reputation by better Qualities . The Compamons
to Demoflhenes in the Embafly to Philip , extolling that
Prince for handfom , eloquent , and a ftout Drinkei ; A-
moßhenesreply 'd, That thofe were Commendations more
proper for a Woman , an Advocate , or a Spunge, than for
a King.

Tmperet bellante prior jacentem
Lenis in boßem* .

Firft let his Empire from his Valour flow,
And then by Mercy on a proftrate Foe.

3Tis not his Profeffion to know either how to hunt, or io
dance well.

* flarat . Carm.
Orth
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Orabunt Caufas alii , caelique meatus
Defcribent radio, 13 fulgentia fydera dicent,
liic regere imperio populos feiat *.

Let others plead at the litigious Bar , j
DefcribetheSpheres , point outeach twinklingStar , i.

. Let this Man rule a greater Art by far . J

Tklarchfays, moreover,that to appear fo excellent in thefe
lefs neceffary Qualities , is to produce Witnefs againft a
Man's felf, that he has fpent his Time , and apply 'd his
Study ill, which ought to have been employ 'd in the Ac-
quifition of more neceffary , and more ufeful Things ; fo
Üat PhilipKing of Macedon, having heard the Great Alex-
mär his Son, iing once at a Feaft to the Wonder and Envy
of the beft Muficians there : Art not thou afhamed , faid he
tohim, to fing fo well ? And to the fame Philip , a Mufician,
with whom he was difputing about fomeThings concerning

Art : Etagen forbid ! Sir , faid he , that fo great a Mif-
firtme ßould ewer befal you, as to underfland thefe Things
Hilterthan I . A King fhould be able to anfwer , as Iphi-
'ratesixithe Orator , who preffed upon him in hislnveftive
after this Manner : And what art thou , that thou braveft
11 at this Rate ? Art thou a Man at Arms ? Art thou ari
Archer? Art thou aPike ? I am none of all this ; but
I know how to command all thefe . And Antiflhenes
'ook it for an Argument of little Valour in Ifmenas, that
™was commended for playing excellently well upon a
«Ute. I know very well , that when I hear any one infill
upon theLanguageof Effays, I had rather a great deal he
*»»ld fay nothing . ' Tis not fo much to elevate the Stile,
ai to deprefs the Senfe, and .fo much the more offenfively,
z % do it difgracefully , and out of the Way . I am
■such deceived, if many other Effayifts deliver more
*°rth nothing as to the Matter , and how well or ill foever,
lf My other Writer has ftrewed them either much more
Material, or thicker upon his Paper than myfelf . To
6,lng the more in, I only mufter up the Heads ; fhould I

* Virg , JEn . I. 6,Voi. I . U annex
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annex the Sequel, I Ihould ftrangely multiply thefe Vo-
lumes : And how many Stories have I fcattered up and
down in this Book, that I only touch upon, which Ihould
any one more curioufly iearch into, they would find Mat¬
ter enough to produce infinite Effays: Neither thofeStories,
nor my Allegations, do always ferve fimply forExample,
Authority or Ornament ; I do not only regard them for
the Ufe I make of them ; they carry fometimes, befides
what I apply them to, the Seed of a richer andabolder
Matter , and fometimes collaterally a more delicate Sound
both to me myfelf, who will exprefs no more in this Place,
and to others who fhall happen to be of my Ear.

But returning to the fpeak ing Virtue ; I find no gteit
Choice betwixt , not knowing to fpeak any thing butverf
ill , and not knowing to fpeak any thing but very well.
Non eß Ornamentum'virile Concinnttat* .• Neat?iefs of Slili,
is no man}) Ornament. The Saget teil us, that as to
what concerns Knowledge, there is nothing but Philofophj;
and to what concerns EfFedts, nothing but Virtue, thatis
generally proper to all Degrees, and to all Orders. There
is foraething like this in thsfe two other Philofophers, fe
they alfo promife Eternity to the Letters they write to
their Friends ; but ' tis after another Manner, and byac-
commodating themfelves for a goodEnd , to the Vanityei
another ; for they write to them , that if the Concemet
making themfelves known to future Ages, and theTk«
of Glory , do yet detain them in the Management of
lick AfFairS) and make them fear the Solitudeand Re»
ment to which they would perfuade them ; let themneitf
trouble themfelves more about it , forafmuch as they»
have Credit enough with Pofterity to afi'ure them, ttol
were there nothing elfe but the very Leiters thuswnti«
them , thofe Letters will rencier theirNames as knownandfr
mous as their own publick Aftions themfelves could do.A»
befides this Difference, thefe are not idle andemptyLe (teC>
that containnothing but afine Gingleof well-chofenWoA
and fine couch'd Phrafes, but rather replete and aboundidg
with grave and learned Difcourfes, by which a Man nuf

* Sen. Ep. 6.
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renderhimfelf not more eloquent , but more wife ; and that
inftruft us not to fpeak , but to do well : Away with that E-
loquence that fo inchants us with it 's Harmony , that we
fhould morÄ ftudy it than Things . Unlefs you will allow
thatof Cicero, to be of fo fupreme a Perfektion , as to form a
completeBody of itfelf : And of him I fhall fafther add one
Story we read of him to this Purpofe , wherein his Natur«
ivill much more manifeftiy be laid open to us : He was to
UakeanOration in Publick , and foundhimfelf alittleftrait-
nedin Tirne, to fit hisWords to his Mouth , as he had a mincl
todo; whenEros, one of his Slaves, brought him Word , that
theAadience was deferr 'd ' till the nextDay , at which he was
foravifti'd with Joy , that he enfranchis 'd him for the goodNews.

Upon this Subjeft of Letters,; I will add this more to
whathas been already faid , that it is a kind of Writing,
wherein myFriends think I can do fomething ; and I am
Willing to confefs, I fhould rather have chofe to publiüx
HyWhimfies that Way , than any other , had I had to
whomto write ; but I wanted fuch a fettled Correfpondency
«slonce had to attraft me to it , to raife my Fancy , and
maintain the reit agaimt me . For to traffick with the
Wind, as fome others have done , and to forge vain Names
todireft my Letters to, in a ferious Subjecl , I could never
doitbut in aDream , being afwornEnemy to all Manner
«f Falfification: I fhould have been more diligcnt^
'«d more cönfidehtly fecure , had I had a judicious and
'"» gern Friend, to whom to addrefs , than thus to
«pole myfelf to various Judgments of a whole People 5a»dlam deceived, if I had not fucceeded better : 1 have
»ätitrallyacofnick and familiär Stile ; but it is a peculiar
% and not proper , for publick Bufinefs * but like the
wngtjageI fpeak , too compaft , irregulär , abrupt , and
tBg»lar; and as to Letters of Ceremony , that have no
™f Subftante, than a fine Contexture of courteous

« oUiging Words , I am wholly to feek , I have nei-
«Faculty norRelifh for thofe ' tedious OfFers of Ser-

and Affirdion; I am ' not good -natur ' d to that De-
and fhould not forgive my.lelf, fhould I offer more

,1 intend; whi is very remote from the prefent
'wuice; for there never was fo abjeft and fervile a Profti-
««*»/ Tt„j en 0ß Lijr(> So.d> Üewtlon , Adoration, Vußal^

U 3 Slaw,
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Slat -e, and I cannot teil what , as now ; all which Exprelons
are fo commonly, and fo indifferently pofted to and fo
by every one, and to every one, that when they wodd
profefs a greater and more refpeöive Inclination npan
more juft Occafions, they have not wherewithal to exprefs
jt : I hate all Air of Flattery to Death, which is tbt
Caufe that I natiirally fall into a lhy, rough, andere*
Way of Speaking, that to fuch as do not know me, nw
feem a little to relifh of Difdain : I honour thofe raif
to whom I ihew the leaft Honour and Refpect; and where
my-Soul moves with the greateft Chearfulnefs, Ieafily
forget the Ceremonies of Look and Gefture; I öftermyfelf
faintly and bluntly , to them whofe' I effedtually an, li

. tender myfelf the leaft to him, to whom I am the mol
devoted : Methinks they fhould read it in my Heart,
and that my ExprefTion would but injure the Love Ihm
eonceived within . To welcome, take Leave, giveThanfc,
accoft, ofFer my Service, and fuch verbal Formalidess
the Laws of our modern Civility enjoin, I know»
Man fo ftupidly unprovided of Language as myfelf: All
have never been employ'd in writing Letters of Favou
and Recommendation, that he, in whofe Behalf itw£,
clid not think my Mediation cold and imperfefl. V
Italians are great Printers of Letters. I do believelh«
at leaft an hundred feveral Volumes of them; ofallwW
tbofe of Hannibal Caro feem to me to be the beft: It»
the Paper I have fcribbled to the Ladies, all the Time* "
my Hand -was really prompted by my PafTion, were0
in Being, there might peradventure be found aPagef»
thy to be communicated to our young Enamorato's, w
are befotted with that Fury . I alvvays write my Wf
Poll:, and fo precipitoufly, that though I write an in»'
rable illHand , I rather chufe to do it myfelf than toem-
ploy another ; for I can find none able to follow me,»
never tranfcrib'e any ; but have accuftomed the great*
that know me to endure my Blots and Dalhes, and if
Paper without Fold or Margent . Thofe that colifflt*
moft Pains, are the worft of mine ; when I once begm
draw it in by Head and Shoulders, ' tis a Sign lamj!
there . I fall to without Premeditation or Delign, tie»;
Word begets the fecond, and fo to the End of theC ft
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The Letters of this Age confift more in fine Foldings and
Prefaces, than Matter ; where I had rather write two
Letters, than clofe and fold up one, and always affign that
Employment to fome other ; as alfo when the Bufinefs
ofmy Letter is difpatch 'd, I would with all my Heart tranf-
fer it to another Hand , ' to add thofe long Harangues,
Offers, and Prayers that we place at the Bottom, and
fiiouldbe gl»d that fome new Cüftom would difcharge us of
that unneceffary Trouble ; as alfo fuperfcribing them with
along Ribble-row of Qualities and Titles , which , for
Fear of Miftakes, I have feveral Times given over Wri-
ting, and efpecially to Men of the long Robe . There are
fo many Innovations of Offices, that ' tis hard to place fo
JnanyTitles of Hönour in their proper and due Order,
which alfo being fo dearly bought, they are neither to be
mißaken nor omitted without Offence. I find the fame
Fault likewife with charging the Fronts and Title -Pages
of the Books we comrhit to the Prefs, with fuch a Clutter
of Titles.

C H A P. XL.

fyät theReliß of Goods and Evils , does, in a
great Meafure, depend upon the Opinion we
have of them.

MEN (faysan ancient GmiSentence ) are tormented
with the Opinions they have of Things , and not

t>y the Things themfelves. It would be a great Viftory
ohtained for the Relief of our miferable human Condition,
could this Propofition be eftablifhed for certain and true
[Moughout. For if Evils have no Admiffion into us, but
y Judgment we ourfelves make of them, it fhould
em'hat it is then in our own Power to defpife them, cur

t« tarn them to good. If Things furrender themfelves
LT 3 to
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to our Mercy, why do we not convert and accommodätf
them to our Advantage ? If what wecallEvil and Tor.
ment , is neitherEvil nor Torment in itfelf, bat only ttat
Our Fancy giye? it that Quality , and makes it fo, itlyesii
us to change and alter it ; and it being in pur own Clioi«,
if tiiere be no Conüraint upon us, we rnuft certainly tt
very ftrange Fools, to take Arms for that Side, whidiis
»oft oßeniive to us, and to give Sicknefs, Want, and Con-
tempt , a naufeous Tafte , if it be in our Power to gilt
them a more grateful Relifh ; and if Fortune fimpäypro-
vides the Matter , his our Bufinefs to giye it the Form.
Now that which we call Evil, is not fo of itfelf, oral
leaft to that Degree that we make it ; and that it depends
tipon us, to give it another Tafte or Complexion, [torsl
comes to ont ) let us examine how that can be maintaia'i
If the original Being of thofe Things we fear lud Power
to Ipdge themfelves in us, by thdr .own Authority,ü
would then lodge itfelf alike , and in Jike Mannet in atlj
for Men are all of the fame Kind, and faving in greaterail
lefs Proportions, are all proyided with the fame Uteri
and Jnftruments tp concejve and to judge ; but theDivei-
iity of Opinions we have pf thpfe Things , does clearly
eyidence, that they pnly enter us by Compofition: 0«:
particularPerfon , peradyenture , admits them intlieirW
Being ; but aThoufand pthers give them a newand»
trary Being in thern. We hold Death, Poyerty, *
Grief , for. our principal Enemies, put this Death' rffl
fomc repute the rnoft dreadful of all dreadful Thingi,
who does npt know that others call it the only fecweS»
bour from the Storms and Tempefts of Life? The»
reign Good of Nature ? The fole Support of IMj
And the common and fudden Remedy of allEvüs! m
as the one expefl it with Fear and Trernbling, theW
fupport it with greater Eafe than Life. That Blade*
| >lajns of it 's Facility,

Mars utharn pavidos<vitte fubducere nollss,
Sed Virtus te fola dar et* !

* lue. L 3;
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0 Death ! I wifh thou wouldft the Coward fpare,
That but the Daring none might thee confer.

Bot let us leave thefe glorious Courages. Theodorusanfwered
tyfimachus, who threatned to kill him , Thou wilt do a
brave Thing, faid he, to arrive at the Force of a Cantha-
riies. The greateft Part of Philofophers are obferved to
have either purpofely prevented, or haftened and aflifted
their own Death. How many ordinary People do wa
fee led to Execution, and that not to a fimple Death , but
mixt with Shame, and fometimes with grievous Torments,
appear with fuch Aflurance, what through Obftinacy , or
naturalSimplicity, thataMancan difcoverno Changefrom
their ordinary Condition ; fettling their domeftick Affairs,
recommending them to their Friends, finging, preaching,
and diverting the People fo much, as fometimes to fally
out into Jefts, and to drink to their Companions, as well
asSocratn. One that they were leading to the Gallows,
told them they muft not carry him through fuch aStreet,
lefta Merchant that lived there fhould arreft him by
the Way for an old Debt . Another told the Hangman,
hemuftnottouch hisNeck , for fear of making himiaugh,
he was fo ticklifli. Another anfwered his ConfelTor, whp
promifed him, that he fhould thatDay fup with our Lord.
Do you go then, faid he, in my room ; for I for my Part
keep Fall to Day. Another having called for Drink , and
the Hangman having drank firft, faid he would not drink
after him, for Fear of catching the Pox. Every Body has
heard the Tale of the Piccard, to whom, being upon the
Ladder, they prefented a Whore , telling him, (as our Law
does fometimes permit) that if he would marry her, they
would fave his Life ; he having a while coniidered her,
and perceiving thatfhe halted , Come, tie up, tie up, faid
he, ftie limps. And they teil another Story of the fame
Kind, of a Fellow in Denmark, who being condemned to
lofe his Head, and the like Condition being propofed to
him upon the Scaffold, refufed it, by Reafon the Maid they
offered him, had hollow Cheeks, and tco fharp a Nofe. A
Servant at Thokufebeing accufed of Herefy , for the Sunt
of his Belief referred himfelf to that of his Malier , a
Jfoung Student Prifoner with him, chufing rather to die,

U 4 than
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than fuffer himfelf to be perfuaded , that his Maller coold
err . We read, that of the Inhabitants of Arras, when
Lewis the Eleventh took that City, a great many let them-
felves be hang'd, rather than they would fay, Godfave ik
King. And amongft that mean-foul'd Race of Men, the
Buffoons, there have been fome, who would not leavei
their Fooling at the very Moment of Death . He that the
Hangman turned off the Ladder, cried, Launch the Gal-
ley, an ordinary fpolifh Saying of his ; and the other,
whom at the Point of Death , his Friends having laid upon
a Pallet before the Fire, the Phyfician afking him vvhete
his Pain lay, betwixt the Bench and the Fire, faid he;
and the Prieft, to give him the extreme Unftion, groping
for his Feet, which his Pain had made him pull up to him,
you will find them, faid he, at the End of my Legs.
To one that being prefent exhorted him to recommend
himfelf to God, why , who goes thither , faid he? And
the other replying, it will prefently be yourfelf, if it be
Iiis good Pleafure ; would I were fure to be there byTo-
morrow Night , faid he ; do but recommend yourfelf to
Juni, faid the other, and you will foon be there: I were
bell then , faid he, to carry my Recommendations myfelf.
In the Kingdom of Narfingua to this Bay, the Wives of
their Priefts are buried alive with the Bodies of their Huf¬
bands , all other Wives are burntat their Hufbands Funerals,
which alfo they not only conftantly, but chearfully nn-
dergo. At the Death of their King , his Wives and Con-
cubines, his Favourites, all his Officers and domelb'ck
Servants, which make up a great Number of People, pre¬
fent themfelves fo chearfully to the Fire where his Body is
burnt , that they feem to take it for a fingular Honour to
accompany their Maller in Death . Düring our late
War of Milan, where there happened fo many Takings
and Retakings of Towns , the People impatient of fomariy
various Changes of Fortune , took fuch a Refolution to die,
that I have heard my Father fay, he there faw a Lift
taken of five and twenty Maliers of Families, that made
themfelves away in one Week 'sTime : An Accident fome-
whät refembling that of the Zanthians, who being be-
lieged by Brutus, precipitated themfelves, Men, Wornen,
and Children, into fuch a furious Appetite of dying,

nothing
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nothingcan bedone to evadeDeath , which they did not put
in Pradticett>avoid Life ; infomuch, that .Bra/anvith all his
Endeavours could fave but a very fmall Number . F> ery
Opinion is of Force enough, to make itfelf to be efpoufed at
theExpence of Life. The firft Articleof thatvaliantOath.
thatGreecetook and obferv'd in the MedianWar , was, that
every onefhould fooner exchange Life for Death , than their
cwn Laws for thofe of Perfia. What aWorld of People do
we lee in the Wars betwixt the Türksand the Greeks, rather
embracea cruel Death , than to uncircumcife themfelves to
admit of Baptifm. AnF .xample of which no Sort of Reli¬
gion is incapable. The Kings of Caflile having baniih'd
theJenxsout of their Dominions, John , King Portugal,
in(Jonfideration of eight Crowns a Head , fold them a Re-
tirementinto his, for a certain limited Time ; upon Condi-
tion that the Time prefix'd Coming to expire, they fhould be
gone; and he to furnifh them with Shipping, to tranfport
them intoAfrick. The limited Day came, which once laps'd
they were given to underftand, that fuchas were afterwards
fbund in the Kingdom fhould remain Slaves : Veffels were
veryflenderly provided, and thofe who embark 'd in them,
were rudely and villainoufly us'd by theSeamen , who be¬
ides other Indignities , kept them cruifing upon the Sea,
one while forwards, and another backwards ' tili they had
fpent all their Provifions, and were conftrain'd to buy of
them at fo dear Rates, and fo long withal , that they fet
them not on Shore, ' tili they were all ftript to their very
Shirts. The News of this inhuman Ufage being brought
to thofe who remain'd behind, the greater Part of them
refolv'd upon Slavery, and fome made a Shew of changing
their Religion. Emanuel, theSucceffor of John , being come
tothe Crown, firft fet them at Liberty ; and afterwards al-
tering his Mind , order'd them to depart his Country, af-
%ning three Ports for their Paffage. Hoping (fays the Bi-
ftop of Oforius, no contemptible Latin Hiftorian of thefe
latter Times) that the Favour of the Liberty he had given
diem, having fail'd of Converting them to Chriftianity ;
vet the Difficulty of committing themfelves to the Mercy
of the Mariners, and of abandoning a Country they were
mwhabituated to, and were grown very rieh in, to go
snd expofe themfelves in ftrange and unknown Regions,

would
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would certainly do it : But finding himfelf deceiv'd in
Iiis Expeöation , and that they were all refolv'd upon the
Voyage , he cut off two of the Ports he had promifed
them , to the End, that the Length and Incommodity of
the Paflage might reduce fome ; or that he might have
Opportunity , by crowding them all into one Place, the
more conveniently to execute what he had defigned; which
was to force all the Children under fourteen Years of Age,
from the Arms of their Fathers and Mothers, to tranfport
them from their Sight and Converfation, into a Place
where they might be inftrufted, and brought up in our
Religion . He fays that this produc'd a molt horrid Spec-
tacle ; the natural Afteftion, betwixt the Parents and
their Children , and moreover their Zeal to their ancient
Belief, contending againft this violent Decree. Fathers
and Mothers werecommonly feen making themfelves away,
and by ayetmuch more rigorous Exampie, precipitating
out of Love and Compaffion, their young Children into
Wells and Pits, to avoid the Severity of this Law. As
to the Remainder of them, the Time that had been pre-.
fix'd being expir'd, for want of Means to tranfport them,
they again return'd into Slavery. Some alfo turned Chri-
Jtians, upon whofe Faith , as alfo that of their Pofterity
«ven to this Day, which is a hundred Years fince, few
Portuguefecan yet rely or beii'eVethem to berealConverts;
though Cuftom, and Length of Time , aie much more
powerful Counfellors in fuch Changes, than all other Con-
ftraints whatever. In the Tovvn of Caßlenau-Darrj, fi>-
ty Hereticks , Albegtvfis, at one Time fuffer"d themfelves
to be bunit alive in one Fire, rather than they would re>
nounce their Opinions. ^uoties non modo dufiorti nph
dkit Cicero, fed anwerft etiam exerotits, ad um dubi»
mortem concurrerunt? Honv oft, have not only our Lenden,
but mvbole Armies, run to a certain and apparent Death?
I have feen an intimate Friend of mine, with a real At-
feäion , that was rooted in his Heart by divers plaufible
Arguments , which he would never permit me to difpoffefs
him of, run headlong upon Death upon the firft hononr-
able Occafion that offer'd itfelf to him , toprecipitate him¬
felf into it ; and that too, without any Manner of w
ble Reafon, with an obftinate and ardent Defire of <ty»jp
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We havefevera! Examples of our own Times of thofe, even
amoriglittle Children,who for Fear of a Whipping , or forae
fuchlittle Thing , have difpatch'd themfelves And, what
(hall we not fear, (faysone o<"the Ancients to that Pi.rpofe)
if we dread that which Cowardice itfelf has chofen for it' s
Refuge? Should I htre producea tedious Catalogue of thofe
ofallSexcs and Conditions, and of all Sorts, even in the
moil happy Ages, wbo have either with great Conftancy
look'd Death in the Face, or volur.tarily fought it ; and
fouglit ir. not only to avoid the F.viis of this Life, but fome
parely to avoid the Satiety of Lving ; and others, for the
Hopeo! a better Condition eliewhere , I fhould never have
done. Na\ , ' he Number is fo infinite, that in Truth , I
fliould have a better B .rgain on' t, to reckon up thofe who
have fear' d it . This cne therefore ihall ferve for all;
Pyrrbo, the Philofopher , being one Day in a Boat, in a
very great Tempeft , fhew'd to chole he faw the moft af-
frighted:-.bout him, and encourag'd them by the Example
ofa Hoo, that was there, nothirg at all concern'd at the
Storni. Shall we then dare to fay, th;tt this Advantage of
Reafon, of which we fo much bo. tt, and upon the Ac¬
count of which we think ourielves Malters and Emperors
pver the reft of the Creatures.was given us for a Torment?
To what End ferves the Knowledge of Things , if it ren-
ders us more unmanly ? If we lofe the Tranquillity and
Repofe we fliould enj;)y without it ? And if it puts us into
awone Condition than Pyrrho's Hog ?Shall weemploy the
Underftanding that was conferr'd upon us for our greateft
Good, to oui own Ruin ? Setting ourfelves againft the
Defign of Nature , and the univerfal Order of Things,
which intenü that every one fhould make Ufe of the Fa-
talties, Members and Means he has, to his own beft Ad¬
vantage ? Butit rnay peredventure beobjefted againft me
your Rule is true enough as to what concerns Death : But
what vvill you fay of Neceifity ? What willyou moreover
fay 0' Pain, that Jriflippus, Hieronymus, and almoft all the
wift Men have reputed the wprft of Evils ? And thofe who

. havt deny'd it by Word of Mouth , did however conlefs it
in Effeäs. PoJJidoniusbe;ng extremely tormented with a
ßiarp and painful Difeafe, Pomfeiuscame tovifit him, ex-
cufmghimfelf, that he had taken fo unfeafonable a 1 ime to

2 com«
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come to hear him difcourfe of Philofophy ; God forbid,
faid Poßjdonius to him again , that Pain fhould ever have the
Power to hinder me from talking , and thereupon feil im-
mediately upon a Difcourfe of the Contempt of Pain : But
in the mean Time , hisownlnfirmity was playing it'sPart,
and plagu 'd him to the Purpofe ; to which he cry'd out,
thou may ' ft work thy Will , Pain , and torment me with
all the Power thouhaft , but thou malt never make mefay,
that thou art an Evil . This Story that they make fucha
Clutter withal , what is there in it , I fain would know, to
the Contempt of Pain ? It only rights it with Worcls, and
in the mean Time , if the Shootings and Dolours he feit,
did not move him , why did he Interrupt his Difcourfe!
Why did he fancy he did fo great a Thing , in forbearing
to confefs it an Evil ? All does not here confift in the Ima¬
gination , our Fancies may work upon other Things:
But this here is a certain Science that is playing it's Part,
of which our Senfes themfelves are Judge.

Shii niß funt veri , ratio quoque falfaßt omnis*.

Which if it be not here moft true ;
Reafon itfelf muft be falfe too.

Shall we perfuade our Skins , that the Jerks of a Whip
tickleus ? Or our Tafte , that a Potion of Aloes is Gravi!
Wine . Pyrrho' s Hogis here in the fame Predicamentwith
tis5 heis not afraid of Death , ' tis true , but if you beat
him , he will cry out to fome Purpofe : Shall we force the
general Law of Nature , which in every living Creatnre
under Heaven is feen to tremble under Pain ? The very
Trees feem to groan under the Blows they receive . Death
is only feit by Difcourfe , forafmuch as it is the Motion
of an Inftant.

Aut fuit , ,aut weniet, nihil eß pr &fintis in iila,
Morjque minus faenie, quam mora mortis habet J.

* Luc . 4 . y Qvid . Epiß . Ariad.
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Death's always paft, or Coming on, in this
Thcre never any thing of Prefent is:
And the Delays of Death more painful are,
Than Death itfelf, and Dying is by far.

AThoufand Beafts, a Thoufand Men, are fooner dead than
threatned. That alfo which we principally pretend to fear
in Death is Pain, the ordinary Forerunner of it : Yet, if
we may believe a holy Father , Malam mortem non faclt,
nifi quod fequitur mortem. Not hing makes Death Evil , but
mihatfilloivs it . And I fliould yet fay more probably , that
neither that which goes before, nor that which follows af- ■
ter, are at all the Appendants of Death : We excufe our-
felves fafely. And I find by Experience , that it is rather
our Impatience at the Imagination of Death , that makes us
impatient of Pain ; and that we find it doubly grievous, as
it threatens us with Death . But Reafon accufing our Cow-
ardice, for fearing a Thing fo fudden, fo unavoidable , and
fo infenfible, we take the other as the more excufable Pre-
tence. All Iiis that carry no other Danger along with
them, but fimply the Evils thernfelves, we defpife as
Things of no Danger . The Tooth -Ach, or the Gout , as
painful as they are, being yet not reputed mortal , who
reckons them in the Catalogue of Difeafes ? But let us pre-
fuppofe, that in Death we principally regard the Pain , as
alfo, there is nothing to be fear' d in Poverty , but the Mile-
ries it brings along with it, of Thirft , Hunger , Cold,
Heat, Watching , and the otherInconveniences it makes us
fuifer, yet ftill we have nothing to do with any Thing but
Pain. I vvill grant , and very willingly , that it is the worft
Accident of our Being, (for I am the Man upon Barth that
the moft hates and avoids it, confidering, that hitherto I
thankGod I have had fo little Commerce with it) but Hill
it lyes in us, if not to annihilate , at leaft to leffen it by
Patience, and though the Body Ihould mutiny , to maintain
the Soul nevertheleis in a good Temper . And were it not
fo, who would ever have given Reputation to Virtue , Va-
lour, Force, Magnanimity , and Relblution ? Where were
their Parts to be plaid , if there were no Pain to be defied?
Avida eß periculi wirtus* . Virtue is greedj of Danger.

* Ssneca.
Were
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Were there no lying upon the hard Ground , no enduring;
armed at all Points , the Southern and Mid -day Heats, no
feeding upon the Flein of Horfes and Affe?, no feeing
ourfelves hack 'd and hew 'd toPieces , no fuffering a Bullet
to be pulled out from amongft the fhattered Bones, the
ftitching up, cauterifing , and fearching of Wounds, by
what Means were the Advantage we covet to have overthe
Vulgär to be acquired r 'Tis far from Aying Evil and Pain,
what the Sages fay , that of Aöions equally good, a Man
fhould moft covet to perform that wherein there is greateft
Labour and Pain . Non eß enim bilaritate , nec la/chia , nie
rifu , aut joco comite levitatis , fied fiepe etiam trifitsßrmltati,
& confiantia funt bead * : For Men are not only bafjfj ty
Mirth and ,Wantonnefis, neither by Laughter and Jtßing,
tbe Companion of hemity, but -very often the grauer and
more melan.cholick Sort of Men reap Felicity from tbeir Sleaii-
trefs and Confiancy. And for this Reafon it ever was
impoffible to perfuade our Fore -fathers , but that the Vic-
tories obtained by Dint of Force , and the Hazard of War,
were ftill more honourable than thofe gained with great
Security , by Stratagem or Praclice.

Lcetius eß, quoties magno ßbi conßat honeßumf.

A handfom A£l more handfom does appear,
By how much more it coft the Doer dear.

Befides, this ought to be our Comfort , that naturalty, \]
the Pain be wiolent, ' tis but ßort ; and if long, notking
<violent: Si gravis , brevis : Si longus, levis \ . Thou wilt
not feel it long , if thou feeleft it too mach , it will either
put an End to itfelf , or to thee ; if thou can'ft not fupport
it , it will export thee . Meir.ineris maximos mot te finirii
parvos mulia habere intervalla requietis : Mediocrium nos iß
dominos: Ut fi tolerabiksßnt , feramus ; fin minus, e <vitat
quam ea non flaceat tanquam e theatrojxeamus || : Reaem-
her, that great Ones are terminated by Death , that fmall

* Cicero de fin . I. z . f Luc. lib. <j . % Ckero<
J| Cicero de fin.
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haut long Intermißons of Repofe, and that ive are Ma¬
ßers of the moderate Sort : So tbat , if tolerable, <we may
btar them, if not, ive can go out of Life as fram a Thea-
trt, <where the Entertainment does not pleafe us ; that
which makes us fuffer Pain with fo much Impatience , is
thenotbeing accuftomed to repofe our chiefeftContentment
in the Soul, that we do not enough rely upon her who is
the fole and fovereign Miftrefs of our Condition . The
Body, faving in greater or lefs Proportion , has but one and
the fame Bent and Biafs ; whereas the Soul is variable into
all Sorts of Forms , and fubjects to herfelf , and to herown
Empire, all Things whatfoever ; both, the Senfes of the
Body, and all other Accidents : And therefore it is, that
we ought to ftudy her , to enquire into her , and to rouze
up all her powerful Faculties . There is neither Reafon,
Form, nor Prefcription , that can any thing prevail againft
her Inclination and Choice ; of fo many Thoufands of
Biaffes that üie has at her Difpofal , let us give her one pro-
per to our Repofe and Converfation , and then we fhail not
only be flieltered and fecured from all Manner of Inj ury and
Offence, but moreover gratified and obliged , if we will,
withEvils and Offences . She makes her Profit indifferent !/
of all Things . Error and Dreams ferve her to good Ufe,
as a loyal Matter to lodge us in Safety and Contentment.
'Tis plain enough to be ieen , that ' tis the Sharpnefs of our
Conceitthatgivesthe Edgeto ourPains and Pleafures . Beafts
that have no fuch Thing , leave to their Bodies their own
free and natural Sentiments , and confequently , in every
Kind, very near the fame , as appears by the refembling Ap¬
plication of their Motions . If we would not difturb , in
our Members , the Jurifdiflion that appertains to them ia
this, ' tis to be believed , it would be the better for us, and
thatNature has given them ajuftand moderate Temper,
both to Pleafure and Pain ; neither can it fail of being juflv
being equal, and common . But feeing we have enfranchis ' d
ourlelves from thefe Rules , to give ourfelves up to the ram-
bling Liberty of our own Fancies , let us at leaft help to in-
dine them to the moft agreeable Side . Plato fears our too
vehemently engaging ourfelves with Grief and Pleafure , for-
älmuch as thefe two much knit and ally the Soul to the
Body: Whereas I rather quite contrary , by Reafon it,too

much
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much feparates and 'dikmites them . As anEnemy is made
more fierce by our Flight , fo Pain grows proud to feeus
truckle under it . She will flirrender upon mueh bettet
Terms to them who make Head againft her : A Man mnll
eppofe, and ftoutly fet himfelf againft it . In retiringand
giving Ground , we invite and pull upon ourfelves tk
Ruin that threatens us. As the Body is more firm in an
Encounter , the more ftiffly and obftinately it applies itfelf
to it ; fo it is with the Soul. But let us come to Exam'
ples, which are the proper Commodity for Fellovvs of fuch
leeble Reins as myfelf ; where we fliall find, that it is with
Pain as with Stones that reeeive a more fpritely, or amore
languifhing Luftre, aecording to the Foil they are fet upon,
that it has no more Room in us than we are pleafed to al-
low it . Tantum doluerunt, quantum dolaribus fe inferuenmt*;
They grieved fo auch the more, by honu much thq fit
themfehies to grie<ve. We are more fenfible of one little
Touchof a Chirurgeon 'sLancet , than of twenty Wounds
with a Sword in the Heat of Fight . The Pains of Child-
bearing , faid by the Phyfician , and even by God himfelf,
to be very great , and which ourWomen keep fo greata
Clutter about, there are vvhole Nations that make nothing
of them . ' To fay nothing of the Laceda;moman'̂ QW.ri,
what Alteration can you fee in our SvoilzersWives of the
Guard , faving , as they trot after their Hutbands, you fee
them To -day with die Child hanging at their Backs, that
they carried Yefterday in their Beilies? And the counterfeit
Gypfies we have amongft us, go themfelves towafh their'i
as foon as they come into the World , in the firft River they
meet . Befides fo many Whores as daily fteal theirChildren
out of their Womb , as before they ftole them in ; that fair
and noble Wife of Sahmus, a Patrician of Rome, foran-
other 's Intereft alone, without Help , without crying out,
or fo much as a Groan, endured the Bearing of Twins.
A poor fimple Boy of Lacedaanon, having ftole a Fox, (for
they more fear the Shame of theirKnavery in Stealing, than
we do the Punifhment of our Knavery) and having got
him under bis Coat, did rather endure the Tearing out of

* Äug. de Civit . Dei. Iiis
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his Bowels than he would difcover his Theft . And another
Curling at aSacrifice , fufrered himfelf to be burnt to the
Bone,bya Coal' that feil inro hisSlceve , rather than difturb
the Ceremony. There have been a great Number , for a
fole Trial of Virtue , who , following their Inftruclions,
have at feven Years old endured to be whipt to Death,
without changing their Countenance : And Cicero has feen
them right in Parties , with Fifts , Feet and Teeth , ' tili
theyhave fainted änd funk down , rather than confefs them-
felves overcome. Cuftom would never conquerNature , for
Ihe isever invincible , but we have infecled the Mind with
Shadows, Deliglits , Wantonnefs , Negligence and Sloth ;
and with vain Opiriions , and corrupt Mariners , render ' d it
effeminate and mean . Every one knows the Story of Scte-

who having flipt into the Enemies Camp to kill their
General, and miffing his Blow, to repair his Fault , by a
more dränge Invention , and to deliver his Country , he
boldly confeffed to Porfenna, (who was the King he had an
Intent to kill ) not only his Defign , but moreover added,
That there were then in his Carrip a great Number of Ro¬
ms , his Accomplices in the Enterprize , as good Men as he,
Mdtofliew what aone he himfelf was , having caufed aPan
of burning Coals to be brought , he faw and endured his
Armtobroil and roaft , ' tiil the King himfelf conceiving
Horror at the Sight , commanded the Pan to be taken
away. What would you fay of him , that would not
voaclifafe to refpite his reading in a Book , whilft he was
onder Incifion ? And of the other that perfilled to mock
snd laugh, in Contempt of the Pains inflicTted upon him j
fo that the pfovok 'd Cruelty of the Executioners that had
him in handling , and all the Iriventions of Törtüres re-
doubled upon him one after another , fpent in Vain, gave
hira the Bucklers ? But he was aPhilofopher . A Fencer
wCafar'%endur'd, and laughing all the while , his Wounds
tobe fearched, lanced and laid open . £>nis medioeris gla*
<W iugemmt? £>uh -vultum tnutavit unquam ? §>ui$ noft
*>d' ßetit, 'verum etiam deeubuit turpiter ? Shis cum decw
""'ff' l, ferrum reeipsre jußts , Collum contraxit * ? What

Vol, r. * Cicero Tufc. I. 2.■vA miau



':±h/>i

298 Montaigne '.?EJJays.
mean Fencer e-ver fo much as ga <ve a Groan P Which tf
ihem euer fa mucb as changed bis Countenance? Whkb tf

them ßanding or falli :g did eitber nuith Shame? Whkb tf
tbem, ivhen be was down, and commanded to reaht tbi

Blow of the Sword , e<ver ßirunk in bis Neckf Let us

bring in the Women too . Who has not heard nPariiol
her who caufed her Face to be flea'd, only for the frelher

Complexion of a new Skin ? There are fbme who have
drawn good and found Teeth , to make their Voices more
foft and fweet , or to place them in better Order. How

many Examples of the Contempt of Pain have we in that
Sex ? What can they not do ? What do they fear todo,

for never fo liitle Hopes of an Addition to their Beanty!

Feilere queis cura eß albos a ßirpe capillos,
Et faciem dempta pelle referre novam*.

Who pluck 'd their gray Hairs by the Roots, and try
An old Head , Face , with young Skin to fupply.

I have feen fome of them fwallow Sand , Afhes, and do

their utmoft to deftroy their Stomachs , to get pale Com-
plexions . To make a fine Spaniß Boy, what Racks will
they not endure of Tweaking and Bracing , ' tili they tat
Notches in their Sides, cut -into the very quick Fleth, an«
fometimes to Death ? It is an ordinary Thing with ieveral
Nations at thisDay , to hurt themfelves in goodEarneö.n

gain Credit to what they profefs , of which our King»
lates notable Examples of what he has feen in Po/W,a™
done towards himfelf . But befides this , which Iknow»

have been imitated by fome in France , when Icamet*
that famous Affembly of the Eftates zxBhis , I had a»
before feen a Maid in Picardy , who , to manifeft the Ardo»
of her Promifes , as alfo her Conftancy , gave herfelf, *»
a Bodkin fhe woi e in her Hair , four or five good lufty Sta-i

into the Arm , ' tili the Blood gulhed oqt to fomePuif*
The Türks make themfelves great Sears in Honour of tW
Miftreffes , and to the End they may the longer rem*

* Hb . Hb. 1. Eleg . 9. *?
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they prefently clap Fire to the Wound , where they . hold it
an incredible Time to ftop the Blood , and form the Cica-
trice; People that have been Eye -Witneffes of it, have both
writ and fworn it to me . But for ten Afpers , there are
there every Day Fellovvs to be found , that will give them-
felvesa good deep Slam in the Arms or Thighs . I am
Willing, though , to have theTeltimonies neareft tous , when
we have moft Need of them ; for Chriftendom does furnifh
us with enough . And after the Example of our bleifed
Guide, there have been many who would bear the Crofs.
We learn by Teftimony , very worthy of Belief , that the
King St. Lewis wore a Hair -Shirt , ' tili in his old Age his
Confeffor gave him a Difpenfation to leave it off ; and that
everyFriday he caufed his Shoulders to be drubbed by his
Friert with fix fmall Chains of Iron , which vvere always
carried abbut amongil his Night Accoutrements for that
Purpofe. William, our late Duke of Guienne, the Father of
thisEleaKt>r,who has transmitted thisDutchy into the Houfes
of Franceand England , continually for ten or tvvelve Years
before he died, wore a Suit of Armour under a religious
Habit, by Way of Penance . Fulk, Count of Anjou,
went as far as Jerufahm , to caufe himfelf to be whipt
there by tvvo of hisServants , with a Rope about hisNecls,
before the Sepulchre of our Lord : But do we not , more-
over,everyGood-Friday , in feveral Places , fee great Numbers
°f Men and Women , beat and whip themfelves ' tili they
lacerate and cut the Flein to the very Bones ? I have offen
feen this, and withoutEnchantment , when it was faid , there
we fome amongft them , (for they go difguifed ) who for
Money undertook by this Means to fave harmlefs the Reli¬
gion of others, by a Contempt of Pain , fo much the
greater, as the Incentives of Devotion are more effeclual,
'hän thofe of Avarice . ^ Maximus buried his Son when

wasa Conful , and M . Cato his when Praetor eledt ; and
£• Paulusboth his , within a fevv Days one after another,
Wth fuch a Countenance as expreffed no Manner of Grief.
'faid once merrily of a certainPerfoii , that he had difap-
pomted the divine Juilice : For the violent Death of three
pown.up Childreri of his , being one Day fent him , för a
were Scourge, as it is to be fuppofed , he was fo far from
being affliäed at the Accident , that he rather took it for a

X 2 parti-
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particular Grace and Favour of Heaven . I do not fbllw

thefe .monftrous Humours,thoughIloittwoorthreeatNurfe,
if not without Grief , at leaft , without repining , and yet

there is hardly any Accident that pierces nearer to the Quick.
I fee a great many other Occafions of Sorrow , that fliould

they happen to me , I fhould hardly feel ; and have defpifed
fome when they have befallen me, to which the World has

given fo terrible a Figure , that I fliould blufh to boaft of

my Conftancy . Ex quo intelligitur , non in 'Natura, ßiin

Ofinione ejfe JEgriiudinem * : By which it is underßood, tkl
the Grief is not in Nature , hut Opinion. Opinion is a

povverful Party , bold , and without Meafure ; whoeverfo
greedily hunted after Security and Repofe , as Alexandtnü
Ctsfar did after Difturbances and Difficulties ? Tenz, the
Father of Sitakes , was wont to fay , that when he hadno
Wars , he fancied there was no Difference betwixt him and

his Groom . Cato the Conful , to fecure fome Cities ef

Sfain from Revolt , only interdifting the Inhabitants fron

wearing Arms,a great many killed themfelves : Feroxgm
nullam 'vita rati fine Armis effe: A fierte Peofle, mk

thought there uoas no Life without Arms . How manydo
we know , who have forfaken the Calms and Sweets of

a quiet Life , at home amongft their Acquaintance , to feek
out the Honour of uninhabitable Deferts ; and having pre-

cipitated themfelves into fo abjeft a Condition , as to become
the Scorn and Contempt of the World , have huggcd them¬
felves with the Conceit , even to Afteftation . Cardina

Barromeiis, who died lately at Milan , in the Midft ofw

the Jollity that the Airof Italy , his Youth , Birth and great

Riehes invited him too , kept himfelf in fo auftereaWajj
' of Living , that the fame Robe he wore in Summer, ferve"

him for Winter too j had only Straw for his Bed, and his

Hours of Vacancy from the Affairs of his Employment. he

continually fpent in Study upon his Knees , having aliw
Bread and a Glafs of Water fet bv his Book , which wasall

the Provifion of his Repaft , and ' all the Time he fpent i»

Kating . I know fome who confentingly have acquired ibot!
Profit and Advancement from Cuckoldry , of which*

Cicero. bare
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bare Name only affrights fo many People. If the Sight
be not the moft neceffary of all our Senfes, ' tis at leaft the
moft pleafant : But the moft pleafant and the moft ufeful of
all our Members, feem to be thofe of Generation , and yet
agreat many have conceived amortal Hatred againft them,
only for this, that they were too amiable ; and have de-
prived themfelves of them , only for their "Value. As much
thought he of his Eyes, that put them out. The Gene-
rality and more folid Sortof Men look upon Abundanceof
Children as a great Bleffing; I , and fome others, think it
as greata Benefit to be without them . And vvhen you afk
Thaies, why he does not marry , he teils you, becaufe he
has noMind to leave any Pofterity behind him . That our
Opinion gives the Value to Things , is very manifeft in a
great many of thefe which we do not fo much regard to
prize them, but ourfelves; and never confider, either their
Virtues, or their Ufe ; but only howdear they coft us : As
though that were a Part of their Subftance : And we only
repute for Value in them, not what they bring to us, but
»hat we add to them . By which I underftand, that we ■
are great Managers of our Expence. As it weighs, it ferves
for fo much as it weighs ; our Opinion will never fuffer it
to want of it 's Value. The Price gives Value to the Dia¬
mond, Difficulty to Virtue , Suffering to Devotion, and
Griping to Phyfick. A certain Perfon to be poor, threw
his Crowns into the fame Sea to which fo many came from
all Parts of the World to filh and rifle for Riehes. Epicurus
%s, That to be rieh , is no Advantage , but only an Al¬
teration of Affairs. In piain Truth , it is not Want , but
rather Abundance that creates Avarice. Neither will Iftick
to deliver my own Experience concerning this Aftair.
_I have fince my Childhood lived in three Sortsof Condi-
tions; the firft, which continued for twenty Years, I paß
over without any other Means but what were accidental, and
depending upon the Allowance and Affiftance of others,
without Stint or certain Revenue. I then fpent my Mo-
Jley fo much the more chearfully , and with fo much the
fc»s Care how it went, as it wholly depended upon my o-

Confidence of Fortune ; and never lived more at my
™fe, I never had the Repulfe of finding the Purfe of any
of my Friends fhut againft me, having enjoined myfelf this

X 3 Necef-
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Neceffity above all other Neceffities whatever, by no Means
to fail of Payment at the appointed Time , which alfothey
have a thoufand Times refpited , feeing how carefulI wasto;
fatisfy them ; fo that I praftifed at once a thrifty, and widi-
al , a Kind of alluring Honefty. I naturally feela Kind of
Pleafure in Paying , as if I eafed my Shoulders of a trouble-
fom Wejght , and in freeing myfelf from that Image of
Slavery ; as alfo, that I had a ravifhing Kind of Satisfac-
tion , in pleafing another by doing a juft Äflion. Thofe
Kind of Payments excepted, where the Trouble of Reckon-
ing and Dodging are required, and in fuch Cafes, whereI
can meet with no Body to eafe me of that hateful Torment,
I avoid them, how fcandaloufly and injorioufly foever, all
Ipoffibly can, for fear of thofe little wrang!irigDifputes,for
which , both by Humour , ahd Way of Speaking, are fo
totally improper and unfit. There is nothing Ihatefo
much , asdrivingonaBargain ; ' tis a mereTraffickof Co-
zenage and Impudence ; where, after an Hour'sCheapning
and Dodging , both Parties abandon theirWord andOath
for five Sols Profit or Abatement . And yet I always bor-
rowed at great Difadvantage , för wanting the Confidence to
fpeak to the Perlon myfelf, I committed my Requefttothe
Perfuafion of a Letter , which ufually is no very fuccefsftl
Advocate, and is of yery great Advantage to him who las
a Mind to deny. I in thofe Days more jocundly and freely
referred the Condudt of my Aftairs to the Stars, thanI have
fince done to rny own Providence and Judgment. ' Moll
good Hutbands look upon itas a horrible Thing to live al¬
ways thus in Uncertainty , and are not angry in the firll
Place, that the greateft Part of the World live fo. How
many worthy Men have wholly flighted and abandonedthe
Certairity of their own Eftates, and yet daily d'o it, to truft
to the inconftant Favour of Princes and fickle Fortune!
Cafar ran above a Million of Gold , more than he was
Worth, irrDebt , to become Ctefar. And how many Met-
chants have begun their Traffick by the Sale of their
Farms, which they fent into the Indies?

Tat per impetentia freta *?

* Cat . Efig . 4. In
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In fo great a Dearth of Devotion , as we fee in thefe Days,
we have a thoufand and a thoufand Colleges thac pafs it o-
vercommodioufly enough , expefting everyDay theirDin-
ner from the Liberality of Heaven . Secondly , They do
not take Notice , that this Certitude , upon which they fo
much rely, is not much lefs uncertain and hazardous than
Hazard itfelf . I fee Mifery as near beyond two thoufand
Crownsa Year , as if it ftood clofe by me ; for befides,
that it is in the Power of Chance to make a hundred
Breaches to Poverty , through the greateft Strength of our
Riehes(there being very often no Mean betwixt the high-
eft and the loweft Fortune .)

Fortuna•vitrea eß : Tum, quum fplendet , frangitur * .

Fortune is Glafs , the brighter it doth Ihme
More frail , and fooneft broken when moft fine.

Andto turn all our Barricado ' s and Bulwarks Topfy -Turvy,
1find that by divers Caufes , Indigence is as frequently feen
to inhabit vvith thofe who have Eftates , as with thofe that
have none ; and , peradv -enture , it is then far lefs grievous
when alone, than when accompany 'd with Riehes ; which
flow more from good Management than Income . Faber eß
fita pifque Fortunte \ : Every one is the Hammerer of bis
ovi/i Fortune; and an uneafy , neceffitous , bufy Man , feems
to me more miferable , than he that is fimply poor . In
iivitüs inopes, quod genus egeßatis gra =vijßmum efl-, Poor in
the MUß of Riehes, nuhich is the moß infupportable Kind of
Poverty. The greateft and moft wealthy Princes are by
Poverty and Want driven to the moft extreme Neceffity :
For can there be any morfe Extreme , than to become Ty-
rants and unjuft Ufurpers of their Subjects Goods and
Eftates?' V

My fecond Cor.dition of Life was, to have Money of
myown ; wherein I fo ordered the Matter , that I had
foon laid up a very notable Sum out of fo mean a Fortune;
confidering with myfelf , that that only was to be reputed

* Sen. Pro -vid . f Seit. Ep , 4.
X 4 having
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having , which a Man referved from his ordinaryExpence1
that a Man could not abfolutely rely upon Pxvenue tore-
ceive, ho\v clear foever his Eltate might be. For what,
faid I, if 1 fhould be furprized by fuch or fuch an Accident;
and after fuch like vain and vicious Imaginations, would
very leatnedly, by this Hoarding of Money, provide a-
gainft al.1 I -nconveniencies; and could moreover anfwer,
iuch as obje&ed to me, that the Nuniber of them wastoo
infinite, that 1 could not lay up for all, I could however
do it at leafl for fome, and for many . Yet was not this
done without a great deal of Solicitude and Anxiety of
Mind . I kept it veryclofe , and though I dare talkfo
boldly of myfeif, ncver fpoke of my Money, but falfely,
as others do, who being rieh, pretend to be poor, and
being poor, pretend to be rieh , difpenfing with their
Confcienccs from ever telling fincerclv what they have.
A ridiculous and ftiameful Piudence . Was I to goaJour-
ney ? methought I was never enough provided; and the
more I loaded myfeif with Money, the more alfo wasI
loaded with Fear, one white the t )anger of the Roads,
another of the Fidelity of him who had the Charge of my
Eaggage , of whom, as fome others that I know, I was
never iufnciently fecure, if I had him not always in my
Eye . If I chanced to leave the Key of my Cabinet be-
hind me, what ßrange Jealoufies and Anxiety of Mind
did I enter into ? And which was worfe, without daring
to acquäint any Body with it . My Mind was eternall/
taken up with fuch Things as thefe, fo that all Things con-
fidered, there is more Trouble in keeping Money, thanin
getting it . And if I did not altogether fo much aslfay,
or was not effedlually fo fcandaloufly folicitous ofmy
Money , as I have made myfeif ; yet it coft me fomething
at lealt to govern myfeif from being fo. I reaped littleer
no Advantage by what I had, and my Espences feemed
nothing lefs to me, for having the more to fpend: For, a»
Bian faid, The hairy Mcn are as angry as the bald tobe
pulled ; and after you are once accultomed to it, and have
once fet fear Heart upon yourHeap . it is no more at yoo
Service, you cannot find in your Heart to break it : -f *'
Building that you will foncy, muft of Neceflity all turflbi?
down » Ruin, if you ftir 'but the Ieaft Pebble. New-
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fity muH firft take you by the Throat , before you can pre-
vail upon yourfelf to touch it : And I would fooner have
pawn'd any Thing I had, or fold a Houfe, and with much
lefs Conftraint upon my felf, than have made the leaft Breach
in that beloved Purfe I had fo cunningly laid by. Bat
the Danger was, that a Man cannot eafily prefcribe cer-
tain Limits to this Defire, (for they are hard to find in Things
that a Man conceives to be good,) and to ftint this good
Hufbandry fo, that it may not degenerate into Avarice :
Meh(tili being intent upon adding to the Heap , and in-
creafing the Stock from Sum to Sum, ' tili at lall they vile-
ly deprive themfelves of theEmjoyment of their own pro¬
per Goods, and throw all in Referve, without making any
Ufe of them at all. According to this Rule, they are the
richeft People in the World , who are fet to guard theGoals,
and to defend the Walls of a wealthy City . All money'd
MenI conclude to be covetous. Plato places corporal or
human Riehes in this Order ; Health , ßeauty , Strength
and Riehes; and Riehes, fays he, is not blind , but very
clear fighted, when illuminated by Prudence. Dianyßus
the Son, did a very handfom Aft upon this Subjeft . He
was informed, that one of the Syracujanshad hid a Trea-
fure in the Earth , and thereupon fent to the Man to bring
it to him, which he accordingly did, privately referving a
fmall Part of it only to himfelf, with which he went to
another City, where being cured of his Appetite of Hoard-
ing, he began to live at a more liberal Rate ; which Dio-
nyfiushearing, caufed the reff, of his Treafure to be reftor' d
to him, faying, that fince he had learnt how to ufe it, he
very willingly returned it back unto him.

I continued fome Years in this hoarding Humour , when
I know not what good Genius fortunately put me out of it,
as he did the Syracufan, and made me throw abroad all my
Referve at Random ; the Pleafure of a certain V'oyage I
took of very great Expence, having made me fpurn this
fond Love of Money under Foot, by which Means I am
now fallen into a third Way of Living , (I fpeak what I
think of it) doubtlefs much more pleafant and moderate,
which is, that -I live at the Height of my Revenue, fome-
'mies the one, fometimes the other may perhaps exceed,
but' tis very little , and but rarely that they differ at all ; I
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live from Hand to Mouth , and content myfelf in having
fufficient for my prefent and ordinary Expence ; for as to
extraordinary Occafions , all the laying up in the World
wouldnever fuffice ; and ' tis the greateft Folly imaginableto
expeft , that Fortune fhould ever fufficiently arm us againi
herfelf . ' Tis with our own Arms that we are to fight her,
accidental Ones will betray us in the Pinch of the Bufmefs.
If I lay up, ' tis for fome near and defigned Expence, and
not to purchafe Lands , bf wliich I have no Need, but to
purchafe Pleafure . Non effe cupidum, pecunia efl; nontfi
emacem, <veiligal efl* : Not to he covetous, is Moitey; wt
to be a Purcbafer , is a Tribute. I neither am in any great
Apprehenfion of wanting , nor in any Defire of getting any
more ; Di -vitiarum fruäus eß in copia; copiatn declarat falii-
tas -j- : The Fruits of Riehes lye in abundance, Satiety k-
clares abundance. And I am very well pleafed with my¬
felf , that this Reformation in me has fallen out in an Age
naturally inclined to Avarice , and that I fee myfelf clear'd
of a Folly fo common to oid Men , and the moft ridiculous
of all human Follies. Fer.au/ez, a Man who had run
through both Fortunes , and found that the Increafe of Sufe-
ftance was no Increafe of Appetite , either to Eating or
Drinking , Sleeping , or the Enjoyment of his Wife ; and
who , on the other Side , feit the Care of his (Economy lye
heavy upon his Shoulders , äs it does on mine ; was re-
folved to pleafe a poor young Man , his faithful Friend,
who panted after Riehes , by making him a Gift of all his,
which was exceihvely great , and moreover of all hewas
in the daily Way of getting by the Liberality of Cjris,
his good Mafter , and by the War ; conditionally that he
fhould take Care handfomly to maintain , and plentifully
to entertain him as his Holl , and his Friendswhichbeing
accordingly embraced and performed , they afterwards
lived very happily together , both of them equally content
with the Change of their Condition . An Example thatI
could imitate with all my Heart . And very much ap-
prove the Fortune of an ancient Prelate , vvhom I fee 10
have fo abfolutely ftripped himfelf of his Purfe , his Re-

* Cicero Perad . Uli. f Ibid. venue«
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venue, and Care of Iiis Expence ; committing them orte
while to one trufty Servant, and another while to another;
that he häs fpun out a long Succeffion of Years, as ignorant
hythisMeans of his domeftick AfFairs, as a -mere Stranger.
The Confidence of another Man'sVirtue, is no light Evi-
dence of a Man' s own ; befides, God is pleafed to favour
fucha Confidence, as to what concerns him of whom I
am fpeaking, I fee no where a better govern'd Family , nor
aFfoiife more nobly and conftantly maintained than his ;
happy in this, to have ftated his Affairs to fo juft a Propor¬
tion, that his Eftate is fuffieient to do it without his Care
orTrouble,and without any Hindrance , either in the fpend-
ing or laying it up, to his other more decent and quiet
Employments, which are moft fuitable both to his Place
and Liking. Plenty then and Indigence depend upon the
Opinion every one has of them ; and Riehes, np more
than Glory or Health , have no more either Beauty or
Pleafure, than he is pleafed to lend them, by whom they
are poffeft. Every one is well or ill at Eafe, aecording as
he finds himfelf : Not he whom the World believes, but
he who himfelf believes to be fo, is content ; and in him
alone Belief gives itfelf Being and Reality. Fortune does
«s neither Good nor Hurt ; fhe only prefents us the Matter
and the Seed, which our Soul, more powerfully than fhe,
tons and applies as Ihe beft pieafes ; being the fole Caufe
and fovereign Miftrefs of her own happy ör unhappy
Condition. All external Acceffions reeeive Tafle and Cq-
lour from the internal Conltitution , as Clothes warm us,
10t with their Heat , 'but our own, which they are fit to
Cover and keep in ; and who would cover a cold Body,
would do the fame Service for the Cold, for fo Snow and
fee are preferved. And after the fame Manner that Study
isaTorment to a Truant , Abftinence from Wine to a good
Companion, Frugality to the Spend-thrift , andExercife to
a Lazy tender-bred Fellow ; fo it is of all the reft. The
Things are not fo painful and difhcult of themfelves, but
onr Weaknefs or Cowardice makes them fo. To judge of
great and high Matters , requires a fuitable Soul, otherwife
We attribute the Vice to them , which is really our own.
Aftrait Oar feems crooked in the Water : It does not
°ily import that we fee the Thing , but how, and after

3 -what
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what Männer we fee it . But after all this , wliy amongt
fo many Difcourfes , that by fo many Arguments perfuade
Men to defpife Death , and endure Pain , canwe noty
out one that makes for us ? And of fo many Sorts of Ima-
ginations as have fo prevailed upon others , as to perfuade
them to do fo, why does not every one apply fome one to
himfelf , the moft fuitable to hisown Humour ? If hecan-
not away with a ftrong working Apozem to eradicate the
Evil , let him at leafl: take a Lenitive to eafe it . Opinis$
qtttedam effeminata, at levis : Nec in dolore magis,quam taim
in njoluptate: £hia quum liquefeimusßuimufque mollitia, afii
aculeum fine clamore ferre nun pojjiimus. Totum in eo eß, ul
tibi imperes* : There is a certain .Light and effeminate Oft-
nion, and that not more in Pain than it is even in Phajm
itfelf ; by ivhich , ivhilfl ive reß and nvallo-tu in Eaß ml
Wantonnefs, ive cannot endure fo 'tnuch as the Stinging ofi
Bee without roaring . All that lyes in it is only this, to im-
mand thyfelf. As to the reft , a Man does not tranfgrefs
Philofophy , by permitting the Acrimony of Pains and hu¬
man Frailty to prevail fo much above Meafure ; forthey
will at lait be reduced to thefe invincible Replies. Ifitbe
ill to live in Neceffity , at leaft there is no Neceffity upona
Man to live in Neceffity . No Man continues ill long, bot
by his Own Fault . And who has neither the Courage to
die , nor the Heart to live : Who will neither refi not
fly, what fliould a Man do to him ?

* Cicero Tufi . Iii . z.

CHAP.
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C H A P. XLI.
Not to communicatea Man's Honour.

OF all the Follies of the World , that which is moft
univerfally received i» the Solicitude of Reputation

and Gloiy, which we are fönd of to that Degree , as to
abändern Riehes , Peace , Life and Health , which are effec-
tual and fubftantial Goods , to purfue this vain Phantom,
and empty Word , that has neither Body nor Hold to be
taken of it.

La fama cV in<vaghijce a un dolce fuono
Gli fuperbi mortali , & -par "fi bella
Em echo, un Sogno, andzi d ' un Sogno un' ombra
CV ad ogni uenlofi dilegua , eif fgombra *.

Honour , that with fuch an alluring Sound,
Proud Mortals charms , and does appear fo fair,

An Eccho , Dream , Shade of a Dream is found,
Difperft abroad by ev' ry Breath of Air.

And of all the irrational Humours of Men , it fhould feem,
that even the Philofophers themfelves have the moft ado,
and do the lateft difengage themfelves from this , as the moft
fefty and obftinate of human Follies . Quia etiam bene
fnficientis animos tentare non ceffat-f : Becaufe it cea/es not
11 attack even the ivifefl and beß lettered Minds. There
is not any one Vice , of which Reafon does fo clearly ac-
cufe the Vanity , as of that ; but it is fo deeply rooted in
uSj that I dare not determine , whether any one ever clearly
fequeftered himfelf from it or no. After you have faid all,
and believed all that has been faid to it ' s Prej udice , i t creates
fo inteftine an Inclination in Oppofition to your tieft Argu-

laffo. Cßnto io . -}■ Aug. de Ci<vit . Dez.
ments,
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ments , that you have little Power and Conßancy to refili
it : For (as Cicero fays) even thofe who moft contiovert it,
would yet , that the Books they writefhould vifit the Light
under their own Names , and feek to deri ve Glory from feem-
ing to defpife it . All othej Things are communicable, and
fall into Commerce ; we lend our Goods , and ftake cur
Lives for the Neceffity and Service of our Friends ; but to
communicate a Man ' s HonoUr , and to rob another witha
Man ' s own Glory , is very rarely feen. And yet we have
fome Examples of that Kind . Catulus Luäatius in the
Cymbrian War , having done all that in him lay to make
his Aying Soldiers face about upon the Enemy , ran himfelf
at laft away with the reit , and counterfeited the Coward,
to the End hisMen might rather feem to follovv their Cap-
tain , than to fly from the Enemy ; which was to abandon
his own Reputation , to palliate the Shame of others. When
Charles the Fifth came into Provence in the Year 15 37,*tis
faid , that Antonio de Le<va feeing the Emperor pofitively re-
folved upon ,this Expedition , and believing it would re-
dound very much to his 'Honour , did neverthelefs very
ftiffly oppofe it in the Council , to the End that the entire
Glory of that Refolution fhould be attributed to hisMaller;
and that it might be faid , his own Wifdom and Forefight
had been fuch , as that , contrary to the Opinion of all, he
had brought about fo great , and fo generous an Enterprize,
which was to do him Honour at his own Expence. The
Thracian Embaffadors , Coming to zamioxtArchikonik^
Mother of Brafidas , upon the Death of her Soa, and com-
mending him to that Height , as to fay , he had not left his
Like behind him ; fhe reje&ed this private and particular
Commendation ", to attribute it to the Publick : Teil me
not that (faid fhe) I know the City of Sparta has feveral
Citizens both greater , and of greater Valour than he. In
the Battie of Creffy, the Prince of Wales, being dien very
young , had the Vant -guard committed to him , and the
maih Strefs of the Battie happened to be in that Place,
which made the Lords that were with him , findingthem-
felves over -match 'd, to fend toKing Edward , that he would
pleafe to advance to their Relief ; who thereupon enquiring
what Condition his Son was in , and being anfwered, that
he was yet living , and on Horfe -back : I fhould thendo
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him Wrong (faid the King ) now to go, and deprive him of
the Honour of winning this Battie he has fo long , and fo
bravely difputed , what Hazard foever he runs , it fhall be
entirely his own : And accordingly would neither go nor
fend, knowing that if he went , it would be faid all had
ken loft without his Succour , and that the Honour of the
Viftory would be wholly attributed to him . Semper enim
pod poflremum adjeilum eß, id rem totam videtur traxiffe.
Tor the laß Strohe lo a Bußnefs ßeems to dratu along <witb it
the Performance of the nuhole Aäion . Many at Rome
thought, and would ufually fay , that the greateft of Scipio's
Afts were, in Part , due to Lelius, whofe conftant Prac-
tice it was ftill to advance , and fhoulder Scipio's Grandeur
and Renown, without any Care of his own . And Theo-
fsmpus, King of Sparta , to him who told him the Repub¬
lik could not mifcarry , fince he knew fo well how to
command. ' Tis rather (anfwered he) becaufe the People
know fo well how toobey . As Women fucceeding toPeer-
ages, had, notwithftanding their Sex, thePrivilege to affift,
and give in their Votes in the Caufes that appertained to the
Jurifdiction of Peers : So the EcclefiafticalPeers , notwith¬
ftanding their Profeffion , were obliged to alfift our Kings in
their Wars, not only with their Friends and Servants , but
in their own Perfons . As theBilhop of Beawvais did , who
being with Philip Augußus at the Battie of Bowvines, had a
notable Share in that Adtion ; but he did not think it fit
forhim to participate in the Fruit and Glory of that violent
and bloody Trade . He with his own Hand reduced feveral
of the Enemy that Day to his Mercy , whom he delivered
to the firft Gentleman he met , either to kill , or to receive
them to Quarter , referring theExecution to anotherHand.
As alfo did William , Earl of Salifiury , to Meflire Jane de
Neße, with a like Subtlety of Confcience to the other we
named before , he would kill , but not wound him , and for
thatReafoneverfought with aMace . And a certainPerfon
of myTime , being reproached by the King , that he had
laid Hands on a Prieit , ftitfly and pofitively deny ' d he had
<ione any fuch Thing : The Meaning of which was, he
had cudgell'd and kick 'd him.

C H A P.
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C H A P. XLII.

Of the Inequality amongft us.

PLutarch fays fomewhere , that he docs not find fo greai
a Difference betwixt ßeaft and Beaft, as he does betwixt

Man and Man . Which is faid in Reference to the internal
Qualities and Perfeftions of the Soul . And inTruth , I
find, (according to my poor Judgment, ) fo vaft a Diftance
betwixt Epaminondas, and fome that I know , (who are
yet Men of common Senfe, ) that I would willirigly enhance
upon Pktarch , and fay , that there is more Difference be¬
twixt fuch and fuch a Man , than there . is betwixt fucha
Man and fuch a Beaft :

Hern n>ir <oiro quid praflat * l

-How much alas,
One Man another doth furpafs !

And that there are as many änd innumerable Degfees of
Wits , as there are Cubits betwixt this and Heaven . Bat
as touching the Eftimate of Men , ' tis ftrange , that, our-
felves excepted , no other Creature is efteemed beyond it's
proper Qualities . We commend a Horfe for his Strengt!)
and Surenefs of Foot,

■ -- ' iVolucrurtl
Sic laudamus equum, facili cui plurima palma
Fer<vet, & exultat rauco vitJoria circo f.

So we commend the Horfe fpr being fleet,
Who many Palms by Breath and Speed does get,
And which the Trumpets in the Circle grace,
With their hoarfe Clangors for his well -run Race.

* Ter. For . M . 5 . Sc. 3. f Juvenel , Sat . 8.
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änd not for his rieh Caparifons ; a Greyhöund for his
Share of Heels, not for his fine Collar ; a Hawk for her
Wing, not for her Geffes and Beils. Why , in like Man¬
ner, do we not value aMan for what is properly his own ?
He hasa great Train , a beautiful Palace, fo much Credit , fo
many thoufand Poundsa Year, and all thefe are about him,
but not in him. You will not buy a Pig in a Poke : If
you cheapena Hörfe , you will fee him ftript of his Houf-
ing clothes, you will fee him naked and open to yourEye j
ör if he be clothed, as they anciently were wont to pre-
fent them to Princes to feil, ' tis only on the lefs important
Parts, that you may not fo much confider the Beauty of
hisColour, or the Breadth of his Crupper, as principally
fo examine his Limbs, Eyes and Feet, which are the
Membersof greateftUfe:

Regibus hk mos eß, ubi equos mereantur, opertos
Sufpiciunt, ne ßfacies , utß£pe, decora
Mo/Ii fulta pede eß, emptorem inducat hiantem,
££uodpukbra dunes, 6rew quod caputj ardüa cermx *.

^hen Kings Steeds cloth'd, as ' tis their Manner, buy,
They ftraight examine very curioufly,
Lefta|lhort Head , a thin and well rais' d Creft,
A broad fpread Buttock , and an ample Cheft,
Should all be propt with an old beaten Hoofj
To gull the Buyer when they come tö Proofc

in giving yourEftimate of ä Man , do you prize him
wrapt and muffled up in Clothes ? He then difcovers no-
«ilng to you, but fuch Parts as are not in the leaft his own ;
ssdeonceals thofe, by which alone one may rightly judge
Whis Value. 'Tis the Price of the Blade that you enquire
mto, and not of the Scabbard : You would not, peradven-
l«re, bjd aFarthing for him , if you faw him ftripped. You
ire to judge him by himfelf , and not by what he wears.
And as one öf the Ancients very pleafantly faid, Do you
know why you repute him tall ? You reckon withal the

* Bor . Hb. r . Sat , 2,
• I . Y Heighth
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Heighth of his Chepines, whereas the Pedeltal is no Part
of the Statue. Meafure him without his Stilts, let him
lay afide his Revenues and his Titles , let him prefent him¬
felf in his Shirt, then examine if his Body be found and
fpritely , aftive and difpofed to perform it's Functions?
What Soul has he l Is it beautiful, capable, and happily
provided of all her Faculties ? Is fhe rieh of what is her
own, or of what ftie has borrowed ? Has Fortune no Hand
in the AfFair? Can fhe, without winking , ftand theLight-
ning of Swords ? Is fhe indifferent , whether her Life ex-
pire by the Mouth , or through theThroat ? Isfhefettled,
even and content ? This is what is to be examined, and by
that you are to judge of the vaft Differences betwixtMau
and Man . Is he

■ - !- 1 Sapiens, ßbique imperiofus
Shienl neque pauperies, neque mors, neque•vlncula ternnt,
Refponfare cupidinibus, contemnere honores
Foriis, & in Jeipfo totus ieres atque rotundus,
Externi nequid'vdlcat per l/gve morari,
In quem manca mit fimper fortuna * ?

Wife , and commanding o'er his Appetite.
One whom, nor Want , nor Death , nor Bonds can ffigot»
To check his Luits, and Honours fcorn, fo flout,
And in himfelf fo round and clear throughout,
That no external Thing can ftop his Courfe,
And on whom Fortune vainly tries her Force.

fuch a Man is raifed five hundred Fathoms above King-
doms and Dutchies, he is an abfolute Monarch in and»
himfelf.

Sapiens Pol ipfe fingit fortunam fibi f.

The wife Man his own Fortune makes.

What remains for him to covet or defire ?

Hör. Ith. 2. Sat . 7. f Plaut - M - z' Sl
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Nonne videmus

Nil aliud fibi naturam lati are , nifi ut quoi
Corpore fejunäus dolor abfit , mente fruatur
jfucuxdo fenfu , cura fematus metuque* ?

We fee that Nature to no more afpires ;
Nor to herfelf a greater Good requires,
Than that , whöfe Body is from Dolors free^
He ihöuld his Mind with more Serenity,
And a more pleafing Senfe enjoy * quite clear,
From thofe two grand Difturbers , Grief and Fear.

Compare with fuch a pne the common Rabble of Man-
kind, ftupid and mean -fpirited , fervile , inftable , and con-
tinnally floating with the Tempeft of various Paffions, that
tofles and tumbles them to and fro , and all depending upon
others, and you will find a greater Diftance than betwixt
Heaven and Earth j and yet the Blindnefs of common
Wage is fuch , that we make little or no Account of it.
Whereas, if we confider a Peafant and a King , a Noble -
man and a Clown , a Magiiirate and a private Man ^ a rieh
Man and a poor, there appears a vaft Difparity , though they
Ziffer no more (as ,a Man may fay) than in their Breeches»
InIhrace the King was diftingiiifhed from his People after
1very pleäfant Manner ; he had a Religion by himfelf , a
God of his own , and which his Subjefts were not to pre-
"jme to adore , which was Mercury ; whilft , on the other
Side, he difdained to have any Thing to do with theirs,
mrs, Bacchus, and Diana . And yet they are no other
tlian Piclures, that make no effential Diffimilitude ; for as
you fee Adtors in a Play , reprefenting thePerfon of a Duke
wanEmperor, upon the Stagej and immediately after , in
'ta.Tiring-Room , return to their true and original Con-
oition; fo the Emperor , whofe Pomp and Luftre does fo
feie you in Publick,

Silke & grandes viridi cum luce Jmaragdi
duro includuntur, teriturque Ihalajßna vefiis
■AJJidue, £<f <veneris Judorem exercita fetat f.

f Luc. I. 2. \ Luc. 1 4.
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Great Emeralds richly are in Gold enchaft,
To dart green Luftre, and the Sea-green Veft
Continually is worn and rubb 'd tp Frets,
Whilft it imbibes the Juice that Venusfweats.

do but peep behind the Curtain , and you'll fee nothing
jnore than an ordinaryMan , and peradventure more con-
temptible than the meaneft of his Subjefts. llk beatus in-
trorfitm eß, iftitts bratleata feliätas eß * : True Haßßintfi
lyes<within, the other is but a counterfeit Fe/scity. Cowar-
dice, Irrefolution , Ambition , Spite and Envy, are as
predominant in him as in another.

Non enim gaz/e , r.eque confularh
Sumnwvet liilor, miferos tumultus
Menth, & curat hqueata circum

Weäa uoluntesf .

For neither Wealth , Honours, nor Offices,
Can the wild Tumults of the Mind appeafe,
Nor chafe thofe Cares, that with unwearied Wings
Höver about the Palaces of Kings.

Nay , Solitude and Fear attack him , even in the Centtr
of his Battalions.

Reveraque metas bominum, curteque fiqueces,
Nec metuuni ßnitas armorum, nec fera tela,
Andaclerque inter Reges, rerumque potentes
Verfantur, neque fulgorem reverentur ab attto$•

For Feärs and Cäres warring with human Hearts,
Fear not the Ctafli of Arms, nor Points of Darts;
But with great Kings and Potentates rnake bold,
Maugre their Purple and their glitt 'ring Gold.

Do Fevers, Göuts and Apoplexies fpare them anybok
than one of us? When old Age hangs heavy uponaPim« i

• Sentca, Ef . 115. f Höre« , Hb, 2 . Ode 16,
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Shoulders, can the Yeomen of his Guard eafe him of the
Burthen? When he is aftoniihed with the Apprehenfion of
Death, can the Gentlemen of his Bed-Chamber comfort
and afiure him ? When Jealoufy, or any other Capricio,
fwims in his Brain, can our Compliments and Ceremonies
leliore hkn to his good Humour ? The Canopy embroi-
dered with Pearl and Gold he lyes under, has no Virtue
againfta violent Fit of the Stone or Colkk,

Nee calidte citius decedunt corpore febres
'Textiiibus fi in pißuris , oßroque rubenti
Jaßeris , quam ßplebeia in •veße cubandum eß *.

Nor fooner will a Calenture depart,
Altho' in figur'd Tiffues lodg'd thou art,
Than if thy homely Couch were meanly fpread
With pooreft Blankets of the coarfelt Thread.

The Flatterers of Alexander the Great poffeffed him , that
he was the Son of Jupiter : But being one Day wounded,
andobferving theBlood ftream from hisWound , What fay
you now, m̂y Friends| faid he, is not thisBlood of a crim-
fcn Colour, and purely Human f This is not of the Com-
plexion with that which Homer makes to iflue from the
wounded Gods. The Poet Hermedorut had writ a Poem
in Honour of Antigonus, wherein he called him the Son of
the Sun: But he that has the emptying of my Clofe-ftool
(fäidAntigonus) will find to the contrary . He is but a Man
atbeft, and if he be deformed, or ill qualified from his
Birth, the Empire of the Univerfe can neither mend his
Shape nor his Nature j

- ' . .. 1- .- ■ .... .-- Puella!
Rune rapiant, fuidquid eukavcrit bic, rofafiat -f.

1W Maids fliould ravilh him, and where he goes,
In ev'ry Step he takes fliould fpring a Rofe j

* Luc, l. 2. f Ptrjtus, Set . 2.
Y % what
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what of all that , if he be a Fool and a Sot, even Pleafure
and good Fortune are not relifhed without Vigour and
Underftanding.

Heec perinde funt , ut illius animus, qui ea poßdet,
£>ui uti feit , ei bona, Uli, qui non utitur reäe, mala*.

Things to the Souls of their Poffeffors fquare;
Goods if well us' d, if ill, they Evils are.

Whatever the Benefits of Fortune are , they yet requirea
Palate fit to relifli and tafte them : ' Tis Fruition , and not
Poffeffion, that renders us happy.

Non domus, fundus , non tsris acervus & ami,
JEgroto domini deduxit corpore febres,
Non (inimo curas , 'valeat pojjejfor oportet,
£) ui comporlatis rebus bene cogitat uti,
S>ui cupit, aut meiuit , jwvat illum fic domus aut res,
Vt Uppum fiäa Tabula , fomenta podagram \ .

Mannors , or Heaps of Brafs and Gold , afford
No Eafe at all to their Febrifick Lord;
Nor can they eure his Cares ; ' tis requifite
The Good ' s Pofleffor know the Ufe of it.
Who fears or covets , thefe fo help him out,
As Pidlures blind Folks , Cataplafrns the Gout.

He is aSot , his Tafte is palled and flat j he no more enjoys
what he has, than one that has a Cold relifhes theFlavou
of Canary ; or than a Horfe is fenfible of his rieh Caparifon.
Tlato is in the right , when he teils us, that Health , Beauty,
Vigour and Riehes , and all the other Things ealled Good«,
are equally Evil to the Unjuft , as Good to the Juft, and the
Evil on the contrary the fame . And therefore , where ei-
ther the Body or the Mind are in Diforder , to what Ufe
ferve thefe external Conveniencies ? Confidering , that tne
leaft Prick with a Pin , or the leaft Paffion of the Soul, is

* Ter. Heaut . Jä . i . + Horace, lib. i . Epiß- z; ,1 fufficient
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fufficient to deprive us of the Pleafure of being fole Mo¬
narch of the World . At the firft Twitch of the Gout, it
fignifies much to be called Sire, and your Majefty;

Totus, 13 argento confiatus, totus £3° auro*.

Altho' his Chefts are cramm'd, whilft they will hold,
With immenfe Sums of Silver Coin and Gold.

does he not forget his Palaces and Grandeurs ? If he be
angry, can his being a Prince keep him from looking red,
and looking pale, and grinding his Teeth like a Mad-man ?
Now if he be a Man of Parts, and well defcended, Roy-
alty adds very little to his Happinefs:

Si •ventri bene, fi lateri eß pedihufque tuis, nil
Diwtice poterant regales addere majus\ .

If thou art right and found from Head to Foot,
A King's Revenue can add nothing to' t.

He difcerns,' tis nothing but Counterfeit and Gullery . Nay,
perhaps, he would be of King Sekucus's Opinion, That he
that knew the Weight of a Scepter, would not deign to
ftoop to take it up ; which he faid, in Reference to the
great and painful Duty incumbent upon a good King.
Doubtlefs it can be no eafy Talk to rule others, when we
find it fo hard a Matter to govern ourfelves. And as to the
Thing Dominion, that feems fo fweet and charming , th«
Frailty of human Wifdom , and the Difficulty of Choice
in Things that are new and doubtful,to us confldered, I am
very much of Opinion , that it is much more pleafant to
follow than to lead ; and that it is a great Settlement and
Satisfaclion of Mind , to have only one Path to walk in,
and to have none to anfwer for, but for a Man's felf;

Ut fatius multojam fit , farere quietum,
^uam regere imperio res welh\ .

* Hsr. Iii . i . El . %. + Ihr . Hb. i . Bp. xz. %Lucret. üb. J.
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So that 'tis better calmly to obey,
Than in the Storms of State to rule and fway.

To which vve may add that Saying of Cynt , That na
Man was fit tQ rule, but he, who in his own Worth, was
of greater Value than all thofe he was to govern : But King
Hiera in Xenopbon, fays färther, That in the Fruition even
of Pleafure itfelf, they are in a worfe Condition than private
Men ; forafmuch as the Opportunities and Facility they
haveof cornmanding thofe Things atWill , takes off fron
the Delight:

Pinguis amor, nbniumque potent, in tadia nobh
Vertitur, £jf Stotnacho dykis ut efca necet*.

Too potent Love, in Loathing never ends,
As highelt Sauce the Stomach moft offends.

Can we think , that the Singing -Boys of the Quiretakeany
great Delight in their own Mufick ? The Satiety does ra¬ther render it troublefom and tedious to them. Feaßs,
Balls, Mafquerades and Tiltings , delight fuch as but rarely
fee, and defire to be at fuch Solemnities : But having been
irequent at fuch Entertainments , the Relilh of them grows
flat and infipid : Nay , Women (the greateft Temptation)
do not fo much delight thofe who make a common Prac?
tice of the Sport. He who will not give himfelf Leifureto
be thirlly , can never find the true Pleafure of Drinking.
Farces and tumbling Tricks are pleafant to the Speflators,
but a Pain to thofe by whom they are performed. And
that this is efFedtually fo, we fee that Princes divert them-
felves fometimes in difguifing their Qualities, a-whileto de-
pofe themfelves, and to ftoop to the poor and ordinal?
Way of Living of the meaneft of their People.

Pkrumque grata Principibus'vires.
Mundceque parvo fub /are fauperust
Caenez fine aulccis, & oßro,
Sollicitum explicuere frontem "f\

fOvti . Amor, /. 2. Ekg . 19. f Hör. car, !ib. 3. Ode2?«
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E'en Princes with Variety tempted are,
Which makes them oft feed on clean homely Fare,
In a poor Hut , laying aßde the State,
Purple and Pomp, which fhould on Grandeur wait,
In fuch a Solitude to fmooth the Frown,
Forc'd by the weighty Preflure of a Crown.

Nöthing is fo diftaftful anddifappointing , asAbundance.
What Appetite would not be baffled, to fee three hundred
Women at his Mercy, as the Grand Seignior has in his
Straglio? And what Fruition of Pleafure, or Tafte of Re-
creation of his Anceftors, did he referve to himfelf , who>
fever went a Hawking without feven thoufand Falconers ?
And befides all this , I fancy that this Luitre of Grandeur •
brings with it no little Difturbanceand Uneafinefs upon the
Enjoyment of the moft tempting Pleafures : They are to»
confpicuous, andlye too open toevery oneWiew . Neither
io I know to what End they (hould any more require them
to conceal their Errors, fmce what is only reputed Indif-
cretion in us, they know very well the People brand with
the Names of Tyranny , and Contempt of the Laws in
them; and befides their Proclivity to Vice , are apt to cen-
fure that as a heightning Pleafure to themfelves to infult
over the Laws, and to trample upon public Ordinances.
Plato, indeed, in his Gorgeasdefines a Tyrant to be one,
who ina City has Licence to do whate ver his own Will leads
himto. And by reafon of his Impunity , the over-afting
and Publication of their Vices, does oft-times more Mif-
chief than the Vice itfelf. Every one fears to be pry'd
into, and difcover'd in their evil Courfes ; but Princes
are, even to their very Geftures, Looks, and Thoughts,
the People conceiving they have Right and Title to cenfure,
and be Judges of them : Befides, that the Blemifces of
the Great, naturally appear greater , by reafon of the Emi-
nency and Luftre of the Place where they are feated ; and
'hata Mole or a Wart appears greater in them, than the
greatell Deformity in others . And this is the Reafon why
thePoetifeign the Amours of Jupiter to be perform'd in
the Difguifes of fo many borrow'd Shapes, that amongft the
»any amorous Praäices they lay to his Charge, there is only

one.
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one, as I remember, where he appears in his own Ma-
jefty and Grandeur . But let us return to Hiera, whocom-
plains of the Inconveniencies he found in his Royalty, in
that he could not look abroad, and travel the World at
Liberty , being as it were a Prifoner to the Bounds and Li¬
mits of his own Dominion : And that in all his Aäions
he was evermore furrounded with an importunate Crowd.
And in Truth , to fee our Kings fit all alone at Table, en-
vironed with fo many People prating about them, and fo
many Strangers ftaring upon them, as they always are, I
have often been mov'd, rather to pity than to envy their
Condition . King Alphmfus was wont to iay, that in this,
Affes were in a better Condition than Kings, their Maliers
permitting them to feed at their own Eafe and Pleaiiire;
a Favour that Kings cannot obtain of their Servants. And
it would never come into my Head , that it could be of any
great Benefit to the Life of a Man of Senfe, to have twenty
Eeople prating about him, when he is at Stool ; or that the
Services of a Man of ten thoufand Liwresa Year, or that
has taken Cafal, or defended Siena, ihould be eithermore
commodious or more acceptable to him, than thofeofa
good Groom of the Chamber , that underftands his Place.
The Advantages of Sovereignty are but imaginary upon the
Matter : Every Degree of Fortune has init fome Image of
Principality . C&far calls all the Lords of France, having
Free -Franchife within their own Demeans Roylets; and
in Truth , the Name of Sire excepted, they go pretty far
towards Kingfhip j for do but look into the Provincesre-
iriote from Court, as Brittany for Example, take Notice of
the Attendance , the Vafials, the Officers, the Employ-
ments, Service, Ceremony and State of a Lord that lives
retir 'd from Court, is conitant to his own Houfe, and that
has been bred up amongft his own Tenants and Servants;
and obferve withal , the Flightof his Imagination, there is
nothing more royal ; he hears talk of his Marler oncea
Year, as of a King of Perfiaxor Peru, without taking any
farther Notice of him, than fome remote Kindred, his Se-
cretary keeps in fome mufty Record . And, to fpeak the
Truth , our Laws are eafy enough, fo eafy, that a Gentle¬
man of Francefczrce feels the Weight of Sovereignty piK*
Iiis Shoulders above twice in his Life. Real and ^ 7

j Sue-
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Subjeöion only concerns fuch amongft us as voluntarily
thruft their Necks under the Yoke , and who defign to get
Wealth and Honours by fuch Services : For a Man that
loves his own Fire -fide , and can govern his Houfe without
faUing by the Ears with his Neighbours , or engaging in
Suits of Law , is as free as a Duke of Venice. Paucos ferwi-
tus, plures fervitutem tenet. Servitute feizes on feiv , but
manyfeize on her . But that which Hiera is moft concern ' d
at, is, that he finds himfelf itripp 'd of all Friendfhip , and
depriv'd of all natural Society , wherein the true and moft
perfeft Fruition of human Life confilts . For what Tefti-
mony of Affeöion and good Will can I extraft from him,
that owes me , whether he will or no , all that he is able
to do? Can I form any Affurance of his real Refpeiä to
me, from his humble Way of fpeaking , and fubmiffive
Behaviour, which when they are Ceremonies , it is not in
his Choice to deny ? The Honour we receive from thofe
that fear us, is not Honour , thofe Refpefts are paid to my
Royalty, and not to me,

Maximum hoc Regni bonum eß,
£>uodfaäa domini cogitur pofulus fui
£>uam ferre , tarn laudare *.

'Tis the great Benefit of Kings , that they,
Who are by Law fubjedted to their Sway,
Are bound in all their Princes fay or do,
Not only to fubmit , but praife it too.

Do I not fee, that the wicked and the good King , he
that is hated and he that is belov 'd, has the one as much Re-
verence paid him as the other ? My Predeceffor was, and
my Succeffor fhall be ferv 'd with the fame Ceremony and
State. If my Subjefts do me no Harm , ' tis no Evidence
of any good Affeflion ; why fhould I look upon it as fuch,
feeing it is not in their Power if they would ? No one fol-
lows me, or obeys my Commands upon the Account of any
Friendfhip betwixt him and me ; there canbe nocontradl-

:| : I 5 -1
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Ing of Friendfhip, where there is fo little Relation and
Correfpondence : My own Height has put me out of the
Familiarity of, and Intelligence with Men : There is too
great Difparity and Difproportion betwixt us; they fol-
low me either upon the Account of Decency and Cuflom:
or rather my Fortune than me, to encreafe theirown: All
they fay to me, or do for me, is forc'd and difTembled, their
Liberty being on all Parts reftrain'd by the great Power
and Authority I have over them . I fee nothing about me
but what is difTembled and difguifed . The Emperorja//«»
being one Day applauded for his exadt Juftice ; I fhould
be proud of thefe Praifes, faid he, did they come fromPer-
fons that dürft condemn, or difapprove the contrary, in
Cafe I fhould do it . All the real Advantages of Princesare
common to them with Men of meaner Condition. 'Tis
for the Gods to mount vvinged Horfes, and feed uponAm-
brofia: Earthly Kings have no other Sleep, norother Ap¬
petite than we ; the Steel they arm themfelves withal, is of
110 better Temper than that we alfo ufe ; their Crowns do
neither defend them from the Rain , nor Sun. Duckfim,
who wore a Crown fo fortunate and rever' d, refign'dit, to
retire himfelf to the Felicity of a private Life : And fome
Time after, the Neceffity of publick Affairs requiring that
he fhould re-affume his Charge , he made Anfwer to thofe.
who came to court bim to it, You would not offer, (faid
he) to perfuade me to this, had you feen the fine Order of
Trees I have planted in my Orchard , and the fair Melons
I have fowed in my Garden . In the Opinion of Anechar-

fis, the happieft State of Government would be, where all
other Things being equal, Precedency fhould be meaftr'd
out by the Virtues, and Repulfes by the Vices of Men.
When King Pjrrhus prepar'd for his Expedition into Ilelj,
his wife CounfellorC/Kftfj, to make him fenfible of theVa-
nityof his Ambition ; Well , Sir, (faid he) to what End
do you mal?e all this mighty Preparation ? Tomakemyfelf
Malier of Itafy, (reply'd the King). And what after that
is done, (faid Cyneas?) I will pafs over into GaulandSpei»,
faid the other . And what then ? I will then go to fubdue
Africk ; and laftly, when I have brought the wholeWorld
to my Subjection, I will fit down, and reft content atmy
own Eafe. For God Sake, Sir, (reply'd Cyneas) teil me
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what hinders you, if you pleafe, from being now in the
Condition you fpeak of ? Why do you not now at this In¬
fant, fettle yourfelf in the State you feem to aim at, and
fpare the Labour and Hazard you interpofe ?

Ktmhum qaia non bene norat qurs ejjet habendi
Finii, & omnino quoad cre/cat uera noluftas *.

The End of being rieh he did not know ;
Nor to what Pitch Felicity fliould grow.

I will conclude with an old Verfiele, that I think very paS
to the Purpofe.

Mores cuique fuifingunt fortunam *.

Himfelf, not Fortune, ev' ry one mufl: blame,
Since Men's own Manners do their Fortunes frame.

C H A P. XLIH.
Of Sumptuary Laws.

TH E Way by which our Laws attempt to regulato
idle and vain Expences in Meat and Clothes, feem

to be quite contrary to the End defign'd. The true Way
would be to beget in Men a Contempt of Silks and Gold,
ss vain, frivolous, and ufelefs ; whereas we augment to them.
the Honours and enhance the Value of fuch Things , which
fure is a very improper Way to create a Difguft. For to
cnaö, that none but Princes (hall eat Turbes , fhall wear
Velvet, or Gold Lace, and interdift thefe Things to the
People, what is it but to bring them into a greaterEfteem,
and to fet every one more agog to eat and wear them ? Let
Kings(in God's Name ) leave off thefe Enfigns of Grandeur,
they have others enough befides ; thofe Exceffes are more
excufable in any other, than a Prince . We may learn by

? Lucreh /. 5, § Cum Aty. in nit . Hki.
tke
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the Example of feveral Nations, better Ways of exteriof
Diftinftion of Quality (which truly I conceive to be veiy
requifite in a State) enough, without foftering 11p this Cor-
luption , and manifeft Inconvenience to this Effect. 'Tis
ftrange, how fuddenly, and with how much Eafe, Cuflonij
in thefe difFerent Things , eftablifhes itfelf, and becomes
Authority . We had fcarce worn Cloth a Year (in Com¬
pliance with the Court) for the Mourning of Henrythe Se-
cond, butthat Silks werealready growninto fuch Contemp;
with every one, that aMan fo clad,wasprefently concluded
a Citizen. The Silks were divided betwixt the Phyßcians
and Chirurgeons, andthough allother Peoplealmoftwentin
the fame Habit , there was notwithftanding in one Thing
or other, fufficient Diftinftion of the Calling, and Condi-
tions of Men. How fuddenly do greafy ChamoisDoublers
become the Falhion in our Armies, whilft all Neatnefs and
Riehes of Habit fallinto Contempt ? Let Kingsbutleadthe
Dance , and begin to leave off this Expence, and in a
Month the Bufinefs will be done throughout the Kingdom
without an Edidt ; we Ihall all follow. It ftiould be rather
proclaim 'd on the contrary , that no one fhould wear Scar-
let or Goldfmith 's Work , but Whores and Tumblers. Ii-
leueus, with the like Invention , reclaim ' d the corrupted
Manners of the Locrians; whofe Laws were, That no free
Women fhould be allow'd any more than one Maid to fol¬
low her, unlefs flie was drunk : Nor was to für out of the
City by Night , wear Jewels of Gold about her, or goinan
embroidered Robe, unlefs fhe was a profeit and publick
Whore : Theßravo 's, and Ruffians excepted, no Man was
to wear a Gold Ring , nor be feen in one of thofe effeminate
Vefts woven in the City of Miletum. By which infamous
Exceptions, he difcreetly diverted his Citizens from Super-
fluides and pernicious Pleafures, and it was a Projecl of great
Utility to attraft Men by Honour and Ambition to their
Duty and Obedience. Our Kings may do what they pkafe
in fuch external Reformations, their own Inclinations ftand
in this Cafe for a Law. £>uicquid Principe:faciunt , frisci-
pere videntur *. What Princes themfehes do, tbej fw»

* 2>uina . Deck , 4 ß
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ts enjoin others. Whatever is done at Court , paffes for a
Rule through the reft of France. Let the Courtiers but fall
outwith thefe abominable Breeches, that difcover fo much.
of thofe Parts which fhould be conceal'd : Thefe great -bel-
lied Doublets, that make us look like I know not what ;
andare fo unfit to admit of Arms ; thefe long effeminate
Locksof Hair ; this foolifh Cuftom of kiffing what we
prefent to our Equals, and our Hands in faluting them ; a
Ceremony in former Times only due to Princes : And that
aGentleman fhall appear in Place of Refpecl without his
Sword, unbuttoned and untrufs'd, as though he came from
the Houfe-of-Office; and that , contrary to the Cuftom of
our Fore-fathers, and the particular Privilege of the No-
blefsof this Kingdom , we fhall ftand a long Time bareto
them in what Place foever, and the fame to a hundred
others, fo many Tierces and Quarts of Kings we have got
now-a-days, and alfo other the like Innovations and de-
generate Cuftoms; they will fee them all prefently vanifh'd
and cry'd down. Thefe are, ' tis true, but fuperficial Er-
rors; but however, of ill Confequence ; and ' tis enough to
inform us, that the whole Fabrick is crazy and tottering,
when we fee the rough-Caft of our Walls to cleave and fplit.
Plato in his Laws, efteems nothing of more peftiferous Con¬
fequence to his City , than to give Young Men the Liber¬
ty of introducing any Change in their Habits , Geftures,
Dances, Songs andExercifes , from one Form to another ;
ftifting from this to that , hunting after Novelties, and
applauding the Inventers ; by which Means Manners are
corrupted, and the old Inftitutions come to be naufeated
and defpifed. In all Things , faving only in thofe that
are evil, a Change is to be fear'd ; even the Change of
Seafons, Winds, Viands and Humours . And no Laws are
in their true Credit , but fuch to which God has given fo
tanga Continuance, that no one knows their Beginning,
°r that there ever was any other.

CHÄF,
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C H A P. XLIV.
Of Sleep.

REafon diredts, that we fhould always go the fame
way ; but not always the fame Pace. And confe-

quently though a wife Man oughtnot fomuch to give the
Reins to human Paffions, as to let thetn deviate him from
the right Path ; he may, notwithftanding , without Preju-
dice to his Duty , leave it to them to hallen, orto Hacken
Iiis Speed, and not fix himfelf like a motionlefs, and in-
fenfible Coloffas. Could Virtue itfelf put on Flelh and
Blood, I believe the Pulfe would beat faller going 011to an
Affault, than in going to Dinner : That is to fay, there is
a Neceffity Ihe lhould beat, and be mov'd upon this Ac¬
count . I have taken Notice , as of an extraordinary Thing,
of fome great Men , who in the higheft Enterprizes, and
greateft Dangers , have detain 'd themfelves infofettledand
ferene a Calm, as not at all to hinder their ufual Gaiety,
or break their Sleep. Alexander the Great ontheDay
affigned for that furious Battie betwixt him and Dirk,
flept fo profoundly, and fo long in the Morning, that
Parmenio was forc'd to enter his Chamber , and comingto
his Bed-fide to call him feveral Times by his Name, the
Time to go to fight compelling him fo to do. The Em-
peror Otho, having put on a Refolution to kill himfelf the
fame Night , after having fettled his domeftick Affairs, di-
vided his Money amongll his Servants,andfetagoodEdge
upon a Sword he had made Choice of for the Purpofe,
and now ftaying only tobefatisfied whether all his Friends
w'ere retir 'd in Safety, he feil into fo found a Sleep, that
the Gentlemen of his Chamber heard him fnore. The
Death of this Emperor has in it Circumftances parallel¬
ling thatof the great Cato, and particularly this before re¬
lated : For Cato being ready to difpatch himfelf, whilftw
only Haid his Hand in Expeftation of the Return ofaMef-
fenger he had fent, to bring him News whether the

Sanum
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tnatorshe had fent away, were put out from the Port of

Vtica, he feil into fo found a Sleep, that they heard him into
the next Room ; and he whora he had fent to the Port,
liaving awak'd hilft to let him know, that the tempeftuous
Weather hadhindred the Senatorsfrom putting toSea ; he
difpatch'd away aiiother MefTenger, and compofing him-
felf again in the Bed, fettled again to Sleep, and did fo,
tili by the Return of the laft MefTenger, he had certain In¬
telligente they were gone. We may here further eompare
him with Alexander too, in that great and dangerous
Storm that threatned him by the Sedition of the Tribüne
Metelks, who attempting to publifhaDecree for the call-
ing in afPompeywith his Army into the City, at the Time
ofCati/ine,$ Confpiracy, was*only, and that ftoutly op- .
pos'd by Cato, fo that very fharp Language and bitter Me-
naces pafs'd betwixt them in the Senate about that AfFair;
bat it was the next Day in theFore -noon, that the Contro-
verfy was to be decided ; where Metellus, befides the Fa-
vourofthe People, and of Ca/ar , (at that Time of Pom-
^/sFaction) was to appear accompanied with a Rabbleof
Slaves and Fencers j and Cato only fortified with his own
Courage and Conftancy ; fo that his Relations, Domefticks,
and feveral virtuous People of his Friends were in great
Apprehenfions for him . And to that Degree , that Tome
there were, who pafs'd over the whole Night without Sleep,
Kating, or Drinking , for the manifeft Danger they faw
him running into ; of which his Wife and Silbers did no¬
thing but weep, and torment themfelves in his Houfe ;
wiereas he, on the contrary , comforted every one, and
sfter having fupp'd after his ufual Manner , went to Bed,
a»d flept profoundly tili Morning , that one of his Fellow-
Jnktiesrouz'd him to go to the Encounter. The Know¬
ledge we haveof the Greatnefs of this Man' s Courage, by
'ta reft of his Life, may Warrant us fecurely to judge,
•tat his Indifterence proceeded from a Soul fo much ele¬

vated above fuch Accidents, that he difdain'dto let ittake
anymore hold of his Fancy, than any other ordinary Ad-
v«iture. In the Naval Engagement , which Augufluswon
ä?am(t Sextius Pompeiusxn Sicily, jutt as they were to begin
"ie Fight, he was fo fall aileep, that his Friends were com-
F'l'd towake him to give the Signal of Battie : And thisv°l. I. 2 was
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was it that gave Mari Anthony aftevwards occafion tore-
proach him , that he had not the Courage fo much as witü
open Eyes , to behold the Order of his own Squadrons, and
not to have dar ' d toprefent himfelf before the Soldiers, tili
firft dgrippa had brought him News of the Viüory ob-
tain ' d . But as to the Bufinefs of young Marius , who did
much worfe (for the Day of the laft Battie , againft Syk,
after he had order 'd his Army , given the Word and Sig¬
nal of Battel , he laid him down under theShadeofa
Tree to repofe himfelf , and feil fo faft alleep, that the
Rout , and Flight of his Men could hardly awake him,
having feen nothing of the Fight ) he is faid to have been
at that Time fo extremely fpent , and worn out with La¬
bour and want of SIeep that Nature could hold out no
longer . Now upon what has been faid , the Phyficians
may determine , whether Sleep be fo neceifary that our
Lives depend hpon it : For we read that King Pcrftmof
Macedon being Frifoner at Same, was wak 'd toDeath:
but Pliny inftances fuch as have Hved long without Sleep.
Herodotus fpeaks of Nations , where the Men fleep and
wake by half Years : And they who write the Lire of die
wife Epimenides, affirm , that he flept feven ar.d flfty Years
together.

C H A P . XLV.

Of the Battie of Dreux.

R Battie of Dreux , is remarkable for feveral extra-
VJ ' ordinary Accidents : But fuch Men as have no gW
Kindnefs for the Duke of Guife, nor muchfavour his Im¬
putation , are Willing to have him thought to Marne, and
that his making a Halt , and delay ing Time with the Forces
he commanded , whilft the Conilable who was General ot
the Army was raked through and through with theEne-
mies Artiilery , his Battalion routed , and himfelf ö «?"
Prifoner ; is not to be excus 'd : And that hehadmuci-

better have ran the Hazard of charging the Enemy intne
Flank , than ftaying for the Ädvantage of falling in »P°n
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theRear, to fufFer fo great and fo important a Löfs . But,
belides what , the Event demonfirated , who will confider
itwithout Paffion or Prejudice , will eafily be induced to
confefs, that the Aim and Defign not of a Captain only,
bot öfevery private Soldier oughtto look atthe Viäory in.
general; and that no particular Occurrences , how nearly
ioever thcy may concern his own Jntereft , fhould divert
bimfrom that Purfuit . Fhilopoomen, in an Encounter with
Machanidas, having fent beforc a good ftrong Party of his
Archers, to begin the Skirmifh , which were by the Enemy
Med and purfued ; who purfuing thein , and pufhing
011the Fortune of their Arms in theHeat ofViflory ; and
inthat Purfuit paffing by the Battalion .where Fbihpcsmen
las, though his Soldiers were impatient to fall on , yet
bewas better temper 'd , and did not think fit to ßir
from his Port, nor to prefent hirrtfelf to the Enemy to
"lieve his Men , but having fufFer' d them to be chas 'd
übout the Field , and cut in Pieces before his Face,
fcrcharged in upon their Body of Foot , when he law
them left naked by their Horfe ; and notwithftanding
hl they were Lacedamonians , yet taking them in the
Wcfe) when thinking themfelves fecure of the Vidtory,
ibtybegan todifordertheir Ranks , he did hisBufinefs with
greatFacility, and then put himfelf in Purfuit oiMachani-
ki: Which Cafe is very like that of Monfieur de Guife.
'»bat bloody Battie betwixt Jgeßlaus , and the BcsQtians,
'lieh Xenopbon, who was prefent at it , reports to be the

and moit bloody that he had ever feen , Agefilaus
Wv'dthe Advantage that Fortune prefented him , to let the
mians Battalion pafs by, and then to Charge them in the
W>hovv certain foever he made himfelf ofthe Viiäory,
«ing it would rather be an Effeä of Conduft than Va-
K to proeeed that Way : And therefore to fhew his
Wyefs, rather chofe .with a wonderful Ardour of Courage
'»Charge them in the Front ; but he was wellbeaten , and
*«nded for his Pains , and conftrain 'd at laß to difingags
»felf.and to take theCo 'urfe he hadat firftneglefted .open-
'p 'SBattalion togive Way to thisTorrent of the Bceotiaüi
,%.and being paft by , taking Notice that they march 'd
»Uilorder, like Men that thought themfelves out ofDan-
she then purfu 'd, and charg 'd them in Flank and Rear;
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yet could not prevail fo far as to bring it to fo generala
Rout , butthat they leifurely retreated, Hill facing about
upon him, tili they were retired into Safety.

C H A P. XLVI.
Of Names,

WH AT Variety of Herbs foever are fliuffled toge¬
ther in the Dilh, yet the whole Mafs is fwallow'd

up in one Name of a Sallet. In like Männer, nnderthe
Conßderation of Names, I will make a Hodge-podge oi
diftering Articks . Every Nation has certain Names, that,
I know not why, are taken in no good Senie, as-wha
ns, John , William, and Benediä. In the Genealogyol
Princes alfo there feems to be ceitain Names fetally*
feded , as the Plolemksof .JEgypt, the Henrysof£»| W
theQbarles 's France; the Balduins of Plaudert, and
the Williams of our ancient Aquitaine, from whence.ns
faid, the Name of Guyeimehas it's Derivation; which
would feem far fetch'd, were there not as rude Derivati¬
ons in Plato himfelf . 'Tis a very frivolous Thing inÄ
but neverthelefs worthy to be recorded for the Strangenefs
of .it, which 'is writ by an Eye-witnefs ; that HenryDuke ot
Normandy, Son of Henrythe Second, Kingof England,it»-
ing a great Feaft in France, the Concourfe of Nobi'"1'
and Gentry was fo great , that being, for Sports

Sake,di-
„ „ „ lu ^ " 'p , ~ r - , , jjji

vided into Troops , according to their Names, ' in tue™»
Troop , which confifted of IViUiams, there were fouridan
hundred and ten Knights fittingat the Table of that Name,
without reckoning the ordinary Gentlernen, and ttar
Servants. It is as pleafant to diftinguifh the Tables by»
Names of the Guefts, as it was in the Emperor Gel«, 10 °1'
itinguifb the feveral Courfes of his Meat, by the Urft Lei¬
ters of theMeatsthemfelvef , where thofe thatbegan«*
B, were ferv'd up together , as Brawn, Beef, Breata, Bis¬
tards and Beccaficos, and fo of others. Now there rs aMf'
ing , that it is a good thing to have a good Name,' -
is to fay, Credit , and a good Repute : But befides thi', >
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isrealäy convenient, to have fuch a Nameasis eafyofPro-
nunciation, and eafy to be remembred ; by Reafon, that
Kings, and other great Perlons, do by that Means the more
tafily know, and the more hardiy forget us; and indeed,
ofourown Servants, \ve more frequently call and employ
thofe, whofe Names are moft ready upon theTongue . I
myfelf have feen Henry the Second, when he could not for
bis Heart hit of a Gentleman ' s Name of our Country pf
Gaftony; and moreover was fain to call one of the Queen's
Maids of Honour, by the general Name of her Family,
krown'being fo difficult to pronounce or remember.
AndSscratesthinks it vvorthya Father 's Care, to give fine
Names to his Children . 'Tis faid, that the Foundation of
tiißre Dame la Grande, vxPoicliers, took it' s Original from.
knce, that a debauch 'd young Fellow formerly living in.
thatPlace, having pick 'd up a Whore , and at her firft Com¬
ingin, alking her Name , and being anfwer' d, that it was
Mary, he feit himfelf fo fuddenly darted through with the
Aweof Religion, and the Reverence to that facred Name
of the bleffed Virgin , that he not only immediately put
Iiislewd Miftrefs away from him, but became a reformed
Man, and fo continued the Remainder of his Life : And
that in Confideration of this Miracle , there was ere&ed
uponthe Place, where this young Man's Houfe ftood, firit
aChapel dedicated to our Lady , and afterwards the Church
that we now fee ftanding there . This auripular Reproof
wought upon the Confcience, and that right into the Soul.
This that follows, infinuated itfelf merely by the Senfe.
fyhagarasbeing in Company with fome vvildyoungFellow?,
andperceiving that , heated with the Feaft, they complot-
tedto goyiolate an honeft Houfe, commanded the Singing-
Wench to alter her wanton Airs ; and by a folemn, grave,
andfpandaick Mufick , gently enchanted and laid afleep
tkir Ardour. Will not Pofterity * fay, that our modern
Reformation has been wonderfully exafl:, in having not on¬
lyfcuffled with , and overcome Errors and Vice, and fill'd
lae World with Devotion , Humility , Obedience, Peace,

* Tbis Paragraph feems to be foißed in, and nons of Mpn-
«gne'j, vjhg was bimftlf a Papili,
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and all. Sorts of Virtue ; but to have proceeded fo far, as to
quarrel with the ancient Baptifmal Names of Chark,
Lewis , and Francis , to fill the World with Medujahr,:,
■Ezekiels, and Malachits , of a more fpiritual Sound? .4
Gentleman , a Neighbour ofmine , a great Admirer ofAb-
tiquity , and who was always preferring the Exceilency of
preceding Times , in Comparifon with this pvefent Age
of ours , did not {amongft the reft ) forget to magnify tlie
lofty and magnificent Sound of the Gentlemen 's Names of
thofe Days , DonGrumcdan , 5>uadregan , Angeßlan,kc.\\\k\i
but to hear ham 'd, he perceiv 'd to be other kind ofMen,
tbaa Pierre , Guillot and Michel . I am migbtily pleas'd
with jfaques Amiot, for leaving  thr .oagh .out a whole Fmtli
Oration , the Latin Names entire , without varying and uif-
feüing them , to give them zFrench Termination, 1t
feem 'd a littleharfh and rcugh at firft ; but already Cultom,
by the Authority oiPlutarch , (whom he took for his Ex-
ample ) has overcome that Noveky . I have often wifh'd,
thatfuch as write Chronicle Hifton 'es in Latin , woold leave
our Names as they find them , and as they are, and onght
to be, for in making Vaudetnont, Vallemontance, andMe-
tarnorphofing Names , to make them fuit better with the
Greek or Latin , we know not whereweare , and with the
Perfons of the Men , lofe the Benefit of the Story. To
conclude , ' tis a ir.t'rvy Cuftom , and of very ill Confequence,
which we have in our Kingdom of France, to call every
Man by the Name of his Mannor , or Seigneury, and the
Thing in the World that does the moft Prejudice, andnioli
xonfound Families and Defcents . A younger Brother ofa
good Family , having a Mannor left him by his Father, by
'the Name of which he has been known and honow'd, UJ
•not handfomly leave it ; ten Yearsaftcrhis Deceafe,itfailä
into the Hand of a Stranger , who does the fame : Do tat
juage whereabouts we fliali be , concerning the Knowledg6
"of thefe Men . We need look no farther for Exampies, th»
pur own royal Family , where every Partage createsane»
Sirname , whilft in the meah Time the Original oftheB'
mily is totally loft . Tliere is fo great Liberty taken inthele
Mutations , that I have not in my Time feen ariy onead-
vanc 'd by Fortune to any extraordinary Condition, who
hasnotprefently had genealogick Titles added tp him, fit
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and unknown to Iiis Father , and who has not been inocu-
lated into fome illuftrious Stern ; and by good Luck , tlie
obfcureft Families are the moft proper for Falfificati-
on. How many Gentlemen have we in France , who , by
their own Talk , are of royal Extraäion ? More I think
than of thofe that will confefs they are not . Was it not
a pleafant Pafiage of a Friendof mine ? There were a great
many Gentlemen affernbled together , about the Difpuce of
one Lord of a Mannor , with another ; which other had
inTruth , fome Pre -eminence of Tifles .and Alliances , a-
bove the ordinary Scheme of Gentry . Upon the Debate
of this Priority of Place , every one ßanding up for him-
felf, to make himfelf equal to him , alledging One one Ex^
traftion, Another another ; One the near Refemblance of
Name; Another of Arms ; Another an old worm -eaten
Patent; and the laft. of them , Great -Grandchild to fome
foreign King . When they came to fit down to Dinner , my
Friend, inftead of taking his Place amonglt them , retiring
with moft profound Congees , entreated the Company to
excufe him , for having hitherto liv ' d with them at the
faucy Rate of a Companion : But being now better in-
form'd of their Qualily , he would begin to pay them the
Refpeft due to their Birth and Grandeur , alledging that it
would ill become him to fit down among fo many Princes;
and ended the Farce with a thoufand Reproaches . Let us
M God' s Name fatisfy ourfelves with what our Fathers
were contented with , and with what we are : We are greas
enough, if we righly underftand how to maintain it : Let
us not difown the Fortune and Condition of our Anceftors,
tut lay afide thefe ridiculous Pretences , that can never be
wantingto any one that has the Impudence to alkdge them,
Arms have no more Security , than Sirnames . f bear
Azure fswdered ivith Treföils, Or , nuith a Lioii's Paiv of the
fame armed Gules in Feffe. What Privilege to Continus
psrticularly in my Floafe and Name ? A Son-in-Law will
tranfport it into another Family ; or fome paultry Purchafep
wdl make them his firft Arms ; there is nothing wnerein
ihere is more Change and Confufion . But this Confide-
rationleads me per -force into another Subjeft . Let us pry a
'wie narrowly into , and , in God 's Name , examine upon
Wliat Foundation we eredi this Glory and Reputation , for

Z 4 which
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■yvhich the World is turn'd topfy-turvy : Wherein do we
place this Renown, that we hunt after with fo great Fla-
grancy , and through fo many Impediments , audio much
Trouble ? It is, in Conclufion, Peter or Williamthat caf-
ries it , takes it into his Poffeffion, and whom it only cor-
cerns. O what a valiant Faculty is Hope , that in a mortal
Subjeft, and in a Moment , makes nothing of ufurpingIn-
finity and Immenfity , and of fupplying her Mafter's Indi-
gence at her Pleafure, with all Things he can imagine or
defire ! Nature has given us this Paffion for a pretty Toy to
play withal . And th\s Peter or William, what is it buta
Sound, when all is done ? Or three or four Dafhes witha
Pen, fo eafy tobe vary'd, that Iwould fainknowtowhom
is to be attributed the Glory of fo many Viclories, toGut/-
quin, to Glejquin, or to Guaquin? And yet there vvould be
fomething of greater Moment in the Cafe, than in Lucia«,
that Sigmafliould ferve Tau with a Procefs for,

- Nunk <via, aut ludicra petuntur
Preemia *.

To do brave Afits, who has the noble Spirit,
Slights mean Rewards, as Things below his Merit.

The Chace is there in very good earneft : The Queftion is,
which of thefe Letters is to be rewarded for fo many Sieges,
Batties, Wounds, Imprifonments , and Services done to the
Crown of France, by this famous Conftable. Nkhoksdt-
nißt never concern'd himfelf further than the Letter«of his
Name , of which he has altered the whole Contexture tö
build up by Anagram the Count of Alfinois, whom he has
celebrated with the utmoft Force and Glory of hisPottp
and Painting. And the Hiftorian Suetoniuscould be fatif-
fied with nothing he writ , unlefs it might redound to his
own particular Honour , which made him cafhier his Fa-
ther 's Sirname Leivis, to leave TramquilksSuccefTor to the
Reputation of his Writings . Who would believe, that
Captain Bayard fhould have no Honour , but what he de-

* JEneid. Hb, iz.
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rives from Peter Terrail ; and that Antonio Efcalin Ihould
fuffer himfelf to his Face , to be robb 'd of the Honour of
fo many Navigations and Commands at Sea and Land by
Capt. Paulin , and the Baron De la Garde ? Thefe are Inju-
ries of the Pen , common to a thoufand People . How many
are there in every Family of the fameName and Sirname?
And how many more in feveral Families , Ages and Coun-
tiies? Hiftory teils us of three of the Name of Socrates, of
five Piatos , of eight Arißotles, of feven Xenophqns, of
twenty Demetrius 's, and of twenty Iheodores j and how
many more ftie was not acquainted with , we may imagine.
Who hinders my Groom from calling himfelf Pompey the
Grtat ? But after all , by what Virtue , what Authority , or
what fecret Conveyances are there , that fixed upon my de-
ceafed Groom , or the other Pontpey, who had his Head cut
off in JEgypt , this glorious Renown , and thefe fo much
honoured Flourilhes of the Pen , fo as to be of any Advan-
tage to them ?

Id cinerem, & manes credis curare fepultos* ?

Can we believe the Dead regard fuch Things ?

What Senfe have the two Collegues of the greateft
Efteem amongft Men ? Epaminondas of this glorious Verfe,
that has beert fo many Ages current in his Praife;

Conßliis nofiris laus eß attrita Laconum:

One Sparta by my Counfels is o' erthrown.

Or Africanus of this other ?

A fole ex Oriente, fupra Mceotis Paludes
Nemo eß, qui faßis me cequiparare queat.

From earlyDawn , unto the fetting Sun,
No none can match the Deeds .that I have done.

* JEneid . lib. $ .
Sur-
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Survivors indeed tickle themfelves with thefePraifes,and

by them incited to Jealoufy or Defire , inconfiderately , and
according to their own Fancy , attribute to the Dead thofe
Virtues themfelves pretend to moft : God knows how
vainly flattering themfelves , that they Ihall one Day in
Turn be capable of the fame Charaüers : However,

i ----- Ad bizc fe
Romanus , Grajufque & Earbarus , Induperator

, Erexit ; caufas difcrhninis , aique laboris
lüde habuit , tanto major fam <z fitis eß, quam
Virtutis -f.

Greek, Roman, and Barbarian Chiefs to thefe,
Devote their Valour and Contrivances,
And to the Greedinefs of Glory woe (
The Dangers and Fatigues they undergo ;
So much more potent is theThirft of Fame
Than that of Virtue.

C H A P. XLVIL
Of the Incertainty of our Judgment.

JT was well faid of the Poet,
*E.7T2ü)VOS■&0?\Vt; Tiü̂ or; 'Iv̂ Ct*J IvÖä*f,

1"bere is every wjhere Liberty of Ärgving enougb, and tnaxjjb
to be faid on botb Sides ; For Example;

Vince Annibal ' , & nan feppe ufar 1 poi
Ben la_vitloriofa Jiia 'Ventura

- * yuveaal . Sat . 10 . f Hor/ter. Bad . 20 . %■Vetmr.
Son, 83.

Uannibal
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Hanniba ! conquered ; but was not wife
To make the beftUfe of his Viftories.

Such as would improve this Argument , and condemn the
Overfight of our Leader ?., in not pufliing hörne the Vic-
tory at Moncontour; or accufe the King of Spain of not
knowing how to make his beft Ufe of the Advantage he
had againft us at Zl .Quintin , may conclude thefe Overfights
to proceed from a Soul already drunk with Succefs, or from
a Courage , which being füll , and over -gorged with this Be-
ginning of good Fortune , had loft the Appetite of adding
to it, having already enough todo to digeft what ithad takerj
in : He h.as his Arms füll , and can embrace no more : Un-
worthy of the Benefit conferred upon him , and the Advan¬
tage fhe had putinto hisHands : For what Utility does he
reap from it , if, notwithftanding , he gives his Enemy Re-
fpite to rally , recover his Aftoniihment , ar.d to make head
againft him ? What Hope is there , that he wili dare at an-
pther Time to attack an Enemy re-united and re -compofed,
and armed a-new with Spite and Revenge , who did not dare
to purfue him when routed , and unmanned by Fear ?

Dum fartuna calet , dum conßcit amnia terror *.

Whilil Fortune 's in the Heat , and Terror does,
More than their Iharpeft Swords , fubdue their Foes,

But withal , what better Opportunity can he expe £l , than
that he has loft : ' Tis not here , as in Fencing , wherethe
moft Hits gain the Prize : For fo long as the Enemy is on
Foot , the Game is new to begin , and that is not to be called
a Vitlory , that puts an End to the War . In the Encoun-
ter where Cafar had the worfe , near to the City of OricuTn,
he reproached Pompefi Soldiers , that he had Leen loft , had
their General known how to overcome ; and afterwards
feeat him in his Turn . But why may not a Man alfo argue
on the contrary , that it is the Effekt cf a precipitous and

* Lucret . 1. j.
infatiate
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snfatiate Spirit, not to know how to bind and reftrain it's
Ardour : That it is to abufe the Favours of God, to exceed
the Meafure he has prefcribed them : And that again, to
throw a Man' s felf into Danger , after a Viöory obtained,
is again to expofe himfelf to theMercy of Fortune : And
that it is one of the greateft Difcretionsin the Rule of War,
not to drive an Eneoiy to Defpair . Sylla and Marius, in
the Affociate War , having defeated the Marßans ; feeing
yet a Body of Referve, that , prompted by Defpair, was
Coming on like enraged Brutes to charge in upon them,
thought it not convenient to ftand their Charge . Had not
MonüemDe Foix's Ardour tranfported him fo precipitoufly
topurfue the Remains of the Viftory of Ravenna, he had
notobfcur 'd it by his own Death . And yet the recent
Memory of hisExample ferved to preferve Monfieura"An-
guien from the fame Misfortune at the Battie of Serifiiis.
'Tis dangerous to attack a Man you have deprived of all
Means to efcape, but by his Arms : For Neceffity teaches
violent Refolutions : GraviJJimi funt morfus irritattz Neceß-
tatjs * : Enragd Neceffity bites deep.

Vincitur haudgratis jugulo qui promocat hoßem•}".

The Foe that meets the Sword ne'er gratis dies.

This was that made Pbarax with -hold the King of La-
cedcsmon, who had won a Battie of the Mantineans, from
going to charge a thoufand Argians, who were efcaped in
an entire Body from the Defeat j but rather let them fteal
off at Liberty , that he might not encounter Valour whet-
ted and enraged byMifchance ; C/odomire,Kmg of Aquitaine,
after his Viöory purfuing Gondemar, King of Burgund) ,
beaten, and making off as faft as he could for Safety, com-
pelled him to face about, and make head, wherein Ins
Obftinacy deprived him of the Fruit of his Conqueft; for
he there loft his Life.

In like Manner , if a Man were to chufe, whether he
•would have his Soldiers Jinquant , and richly aecouter'd
with Damafk Arms, or armed only for neceffary Defencei

* Part . Lat , in Beda , + Luc. lib. a . Majes Luc.
* this
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this Argument would ftep in, in Favour of the firft (of
which Opinion was Sertorius, Philoptemen, Brutus, Ceefar,
and others) that it is to aSoldier an Enflaming of Courage,
and a Spur to Glory , to fee himfelf brave , and withal an
Imitation to be more obltinate in Fight , having his Arms,
which are in a Manner his Eftate, and whole inheritanee,
to defend; which is the Reafon, fays Xenophon, why thofe
of Afiacarried their Wives, Concubines,with their choiceft
Jewels, and greateft Wealth , along with them to the
Wars. But then thefe Arguments would be as ready to
ftand up for the other Side ; that a Genera] ought rather to
render his Men carelefs and defperate, than to increafe their
Solicitude of preferving themfelves : That by this Means
they will be in a double Fear of hazarding their Perfons ;
as it will be a double Temptation to the Enemy to f-ght
with greater Refolution , where fo great Booty and fo rieh
Spoils are to be obtained : And this very Thing has been
obferved in former Times , notably to encourage the Romans
againft the Samnites. Antiocbusfhewing Hannibal the Army
he had raifed, wonderfully fplendid, and rieh in allSorts of
Equipage, afeed him , If the Romans would be fatisfied
with -that Army ? Satisfied! replied the other, yes, doubt-
lefs, were their Avarice never fo great . Lycurgusnot only
forbad hisSoldiers all Manner of Bravery in their Equipage,
but moreover to ftrip their conquer'd Enemies, becaufe he
would (as he faid) that Poverty and Frugality fhould Ihine
with the reit of the Battie.

At Sieges and elfewhere, where Occafion draws us near
to the Enemy, we willingly fuffer our Men to brave, rate,
and afFront the Enemy with all Sorts of injurious Lan-
guage ; and not without fome Colour of Reafon : For it is
of no little Confequence to take from them all Hopes of
Mercy and Compofition, in reprefenting to them , that
there is no fa ir Quarter to be expeöed from an Enemy they
have incenfed to that Degree, nor other Remedy remaining,
but in the Viftory . And yet Vitellius found himfelf de-
ceived in his Way of Proceeding ; for having to do with
Otho, weaker in the Valour of his Soldiers, long unaccu-
ftom'd to War , and efFeminated with the Delights of the
City ; he fo nettled them atlaft with injurious Language,
reproaching them with Cowardice , and the Regret of the

MiftrefFes,
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Miftreffes , and Entertainments they had left behind a(
T&zai;, that by this Means he infpired them with fuchRefo-
lution , as no Exhortation would have had the Power td
have done ; and himfelf made them fall upon hlm , with
whom their own Captains before could by no Means pre-vail . And , indeed , when they are Injuries that touch to
the Quick , it may very well fall out , that he who vvent but
ill -favouredly to work in the Behalf öf his Prince , will fall
to ' twith anotherSortof Mettie when the Quarrel is his own;

To confider of how great Importance is the Prefervation
of the General of an Army , and that the univerfal Aim
of an Enemy is levelled direftly at the Head , upon which
all the others depend ; the Advice feems to admit of no
Difpute , which we know has been taken by fo many great
Captains , of changing their Habit , and difguifing their
Perfons , upon the Point of going to engage . Neverthelefs
the Inconvenience a Man , by fo doing , runs into , is not
kfs than that he thinks to avoid : For the Captain by this
Means being concealed from the Knowledge of his own
Men , the Courage they fhould derive from his Prefence
and Example , happens by degrees to cool and to decay ;

and not feeing the wonted * Marks and
Enfigns of their Leader , they prefently
conclude him either dead , or that , de-

* As at the Bat¬
ik oflvry , in the
Perfon of Henry
the Great.

fpairing of the Bufinefs , he is gone to
fhift for himfelf ; and Experience ihews
us that both thefe Ways have been

both fuccefsful , and otherwife . What befel Pyrrhus in the
Battie he fought againft the Conful Leuinus in ltaly , will
ferve us to both Purpofes : For though by flirouding his
Perfon under the Arms of Demogacles, and making him
wear his own , he undoubtedly preferved his own Life,
yet by that very Means he was withal very near running
into the other Mifchief of lofing the Battie . Alexander,
C&far , and Lucullus, loved to make themfelves known in
a Battie , by rieh Furniture , and Arms of a particular
Luftre and Colour : Agis; Ageßlavs, and that great Gilippvs,
on the contrary , ufed to fight obfcurely armed , and with-
out any imperial Attendance or Diftinftion.

Amongft other Over -fights Pompeyis eharged withal at
the Battie of Pharfalia , he rs condemned for making his

l Army
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Ärmy ftand Hill to receive the Enemies Charge ; by Reafon
that (I ßiall here fteal PlutarcWs,own Words , that are better
tiian mine ) he , by fo doing , deprived himfelf of the vio-
lent Impreffion the Motion of running adds to the firfl:
Siiock of Arms , and hindred the Jullle of the Combatants
(who were wont to give great Impetuofity and Fury to the
firft Encounter ; efpecially when they came to rufti in with.
their utmoft Vigour , their Courages increafmg by the
Shouts and theCareer ) thereby rendering hisSoldiers Ani-
mofity and Ardour , as a Man may fay , more referved and
cold. This is •w'mxPlutarcb fays : But if Ccefar had come
by the worfe , why might it not as well have been urged
by another , That , on the contrary , the ltrongeft and moff.
fteady Pofture of Fighting , is that wherein a Man ftands
planted firm without Motion ; and that they , who make a
Halt upon their March , clofing up , and referving their
Force within themfelves for the Pufh of theBuünefs , have
a great Advantage againft thofe who are difordered , and
who have already fpent half their Breath in running on pre-
cipitoufly to the Charge : Befides , that an Anny being a
Body made up of fo many individual Members , it is im-
poffibie for it to move in this Fury with fo exaft a Motion
ss no : to break the Order of Battie , and that the beft of the
Footareengaged before their Fellows cancome in torelieve
them In that unnatural Battie betwixt the two Perfian
Brothers, the Lacedtemoman Clearcbus , who commanded
the Greeh of Cyrus' i, Party , led them on foftly , and with¬
out Precipitation , to the Charge ; but Coming within jifty
Paces, hurry 'd them on füll Speed , hoping in fo fhort a
Career, both to look to their Order , to hufband their Breath,
and, at the fimeTime , to give an Advantage of Violence
and Impreffion both to their Perfons and their miflive Arms:
Others have regulated this Queftion in charging thus ; if
your Enemy come running upon you , ftand. firm to reccive
him ; if he ftand to receive you, run füll drive upon him.

In the Expedition of the Emperor Charles the Fifth into
Provence, King Francis was put to chule either to go meet
him in Iialy, or to expeft him in his own Dominions;
wherein , though he very well confidered of how great Ad¬
vantage it was to preferve his own Territories entire , and
clear from theTroubles and Inconveniencies of the War , to

the
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the Endj that being unexhaufted of her Stores, it might
continually fupply Men and Money at Need, that the Ne-
ceffity of War requires at every Turn to fpoil, and lay
walle the Country before them , which cannot very well
be done upon one's own ; to which may be added, that
the Country People donot To eafily digeft fuch aHavockby
thofe of their own Party , as from an Enemy, fo that Sedi*
tions and Commotions might by fuch Means be kindled a-
mongft us ; that theLicence of Pillage and Plunder(which
are not to be tolerated at home) is a great Eafe and Refrefh-
ment againft the Fatigues and Safferings of War ; and that
he who has no other Profpeft of Gain than his bare Pay,will
Jiardly be kept from running Home , being but two Steps
from his Wife and his own Houie ; that he who lays the
Cloth , is ever at the Charge of the Feaft : That there is
niore Alacrity in Affaulting than Defending ; and that the
Löfs of a Battie in Our own Bowels gi ves fo violent aShock,
as to endanger the disjointing of the whole Body, there be¬
ing no Paffion fo contagious as that of Fear , that is fo eafily
faelieved, or that fo fuddenly diffufes it' s Poifon; and that
the Cities that ihould hear the Rattie of this Tempeft, that
ihould takein their Captains and Soldiers,yet.tremblingand
out of Breath , would be in Danger , in this Heat and
Hurry , to precipitate themfeives upon fome untowardRe-
folution : Notwithftanding all this, fo it was, that he chofe
to recal the Forces he had beyond the Mountains, and to
fufter the Enemy to come to him . For he might, on the
cther Side, imagihe , that being at Home, and amongft his
Friends, he could not fail of Plenty of all Manner of
Conveniencies ; the Rivers and Paffes he had at his Devo¬
tion , would bring him in both Provifions and Money in all
Security, and without the Trouble of Convoy ; that he
ffiould find his Subjefts by fo much the more affeclionate
to him, by how much their Danger was more near and
preffing ; that having fo many Cities and Stops to fecure
him , it would be in his Power to give the Law of
Battie at his ownOpportunity and bell Advantage ; and if
it pleafed him to delay the Time , that , under Coverf, and
at his own Eafe, he nrsrht fee his Enemy founder, and de-
feat himfelf with th^ .fficulties he was certain to encomi-
ter, being engaged an Enemy's Country, where before,
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jbehind, and on every Side , War vvould be upon him ; no
Means to refreih himfelf , or to enlarge his Quarters , fhould
Difeafes infeft them , or to lodge his wounded Men in
Safety : No Money , no Viftuals , but all at the Point of the
Lance; no Leifure to repofeand takeBreath ; no Knowledge
of the Ways or Country , to fecure him from Ambufhes
and Surprizes : And in Cafe of lofing a Battie , no poffible
Means of faving the Remains . Neither is there Want of
Exarnple in both thefe Cafes . Scipiothought it much better
to go and attack his Enemy ' s Terntories in Africk , than to
ftayathome todefend his own, and fight him in Itafy ; and
it fucceeded well with him : But , on the contrary , Hannt-
bal, in the fame War * ruin 'd himfelfj by abandoning the
Conqueft of a ftrange Country , to go defend his owrl. The
Atbenianshaving left the Enemy in their own Dominions,
to go over into Sicily, were not favoured by Fortune in their
Defign ; but Agathodes, King of Syracufe, found her fa-
vouräble to him , when he went over mto Africk , and left
the War at home . By which Examples , and divers others,
we are wont to conclude , and with fome Reafon , that
Events, efpecially in War , do for the moft Part depend upon
Fortune , who will not be govern 'd by, nor fubmit unto
human Prudence , according to the Poet,

Et male confulth fretium eß, prudcntia fallax,
Nec fortuna probat caufas, fequilurque merentes :
Sed <vagä per cunclos nullo dijcrimins fertur.
Scilicet eß aliud quod nos cogatque, regatque
Majus , & in proprias ducat mortalia leges*.

Prudence deceitful and uncertain is,
III Counfels fometimes hit , where good Onesmifsj i
Nor yet does Fortune the beft Caufe approve,
But wildly does, without Diftiffftion , rove.
So that fome greater and rnore conftant Caufe,
Rules and fubjeös us to niore powerful Laws:

But if Things hit right , it fhould feem that our Counfels
and Deliberatioris depend as much upon Fortune , as any

Vol . I-
* Manil , Aflron. lib. 4,
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Thing elfe we do, and that fhe engages our very Reafoa
and Arguments in her Uncertainty and Confufion. We
argue rafhly and adventuroufly, fays Tim&us in Plato, by
Reafon that , as well as ourfelves, our Difcourfes have
greät Participation with the Temerity of Chance.

C H A P. XLVIII.

Of Horfes drejfed to the Manage, cattedDe-
ftriers.

IA M now become a Grammarian; I , who never learned
any Language but by rote, and who do not yet know

Adjtäi 've, Conjun8i<ve, or Ablative, think I have read, that
the Romanshad a Sort of Horfes by them called Funaks, ot
Dextrarios,which were either Led-Horfes, or Horfes laid in
at feveral Stages to be taken frelh upon Occafion; and thence
it is, that we call our Horfes of Service, Deflriers: And
our Romances commonly ufe thePhrafe of Beßrer forAc-
compagner, to accompany. They alfo called thefe Horfes
Defultorios Equos, which were taught to run füll Speed Side
by Side, without Bridle or Saddle, fo as that the Xman
Gentlemen armed at all Pieces, would fhift and throw them-
felves from the orte to the other . The NumidianMen at
Arms had always a Led-Horfein oneHand , belidesthat
they rode upon, to change in the Heat of Battie: $mhh
Defultorum in modum, binos trahentibus equos, inter acemmoM
feepe pugnam in recentam equum ex feffo armatis , tranfultare,
mos erat , l 'anta velocitas ipfis, tamque docile equorum genus■
Wboje Cußom it <was, leading aiong tnvo Horfes, after tk
Männer of the Defultorum , armed as they were,
Heat of Fight, to wault from a tired Horfe to a freß one;
fo aclive uuere the Men, a?id the Horfes fo docile. There
are many Horfes trained up to help their Riders, fo as to
run upon any pne that appears with a drawn Sword, to fall

* Liv . 1, 23. both
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both with Mouth and Heels upon any that front or oppofe
them: But it oft falls out, that thcy do moreHarm to their
Friencls than their Enemies, confidering that you cannot
loofethem from their Hold , to reduce them again into Or¬
der, when they are onceengaged and grappled ; by which,
Means you remain at the Mercy of their fenfelefs Quarrel.
It happened very ill to Artibius, General of the Perfian
Army, fighting Man to Man with Otiefilus, King of Sa-
lamis, to be mounted upon a Horfe taught after this Män¬
ner, it being the Occaiion of his Death ; the 'Squire of
Onefiluscleaving him down with a Scythe betwixt the
Shoulders, as the Horfe was reared up upon his Malier.
And what the Iialians report , That in the Battie of Fomoua,
KingCharles's Horfe , with Kicks and Plunges, difengag 'd
Iis Malier from the Enemy that preffed upon him, with-
out which he had been Hain, founds odly , and he ran a
very great Hazard , and came ftrangely off, if it be true.
The Mamalukesmade their Boaft, that they had the moir.
ready Horfes of any Cavalry in the World , that by Nature
and Cuilom they were taught to know and diftinguifli the
Enemy they were to fall foul upon with Mouth and Heels,
according to a Word or Sign given : As alfo to gather up
with their Teeth , Darts and Lances fcattered upon the
Field, and prefent them to their Riders , as they Ihould
have Occafion to ufe them . 'Tis faid both of Cmfar and
Pompey, that , amongft other excellent Qualities they were
Mallers of, they were both excellent Horfe -Men , and par-
ticularly of Ctsfar, that in his Youth , being mounted ort
the bare Back , without Saddle or Bridle, he could make
him run, llop, and turn, and perform all his Airs, with
his Hands behind him . As Nature defigned to make of his
Perlon, and of Alexander, two Miracles of Military Ar;,
fo we may fay, Ihe had done her utmoll to arm them after
an extraordinary Manner : For every one knovvs, that A-
kxander's, Horfe , Bucephalus, had a Head inclining to the
Shape of a Bull, that he would fuffer himfelf to be mounted
and governed by none but his Maller , and that he was fo
honoured after his Death , as to have a City eredled to his
Name. C&far had alfo another , that had Fore-feet like
the Hands of a Man, his Hoof being divided in tlie Form
of Fingers, and likewife was not to be ridden by any bot

t A a 2 Gtz/ar
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Ceefar himfelf ; vvho, after his Death , dedicated his Sta¬
tue to the Goddefs Venus. I do not willingly alight when
I am once on Horfe -back ; for it is the Place where, whe-
ther well or fick, I find myfelf molt at Eafe. Platore-
commends it for Health ; and alfo Pliny fays, it is good for
the Stomach and the Joints . We read in Xenophon, a Law,
forbidding any one, who was Malter of a Horfe, to travel
on Foot . Tragus and Jußinus fay, That the Parthkns
were wont to perform all Offices and Ceremonies, not only
in War , but alfo all Affäirs, whether publick or private,
make Bargains, confer, entertain , take the Air, and all on
Horfe-back ; and that the greateft Diftinftion betvvixt Free-
aen and Slaves amongft them , was, that the one rode on
Horfe -back , and the other went onFoot : An Inftitutionof
which King Cjruswas the Founder .There are feveralExam-
ples in the Roman Hiftory (and Suetonius more particularly
obferves it in Ceefar) of Captains , vvho, in preffing Occa-
fions, commanded their Cavalry to alight , both by that
Means to take from them all Hopes of Flight , as alfofor the
Advantage they hoped for in this Sort of Flight . Quohaui
dubie fuperat Romanus : Wherein the Romans did, quejikn-
lefs, excel: So fays Livy* ; however, the firlt Thing
they did to prevent the Mutinies and Infurreöions of Na-
tions of late Conqueft, was to take from them their Arms
and Horfes : And therefore it is that we fo often meetin
Ceefar ; Arma proferri,jumenta produci, obfides dari jubitf:
He commanded the Arms to be produced, the Horfes brnight
out, and Hoßages to be gimen. The Grand Seignior, to
this Day, fuffers not a Chrißian or a Jew to keep a Horfe
of his own throüghcut his Empire . Our Ancefters, at the
Time they had War with the Engliß , in all their greateft
Engagements and pitch'd Batties, fought for the moft Part
on Foot, that they might have nothing but their own
Force, Gourage, and Conftancy to trufl to, in a Quarrel of
fo great Concern as Life and Honour . You ftake (what-
ever Chryfantesin Xenophon fays to the contrary) your Va-
lour and your Fortune, upon that of your Horfe ; his
Wound or Death brings your Perfon into the fame Danger;

* Uni. r . %. f Ctefar'sCom. hia



Of 'Manag'd Horfes. 349
hisFearorFury fliall make you be reputed raflior coward-
ly; if hehave an illMouth , or will not anfwer to the Spur,
yourHonour muft anfwer it : And therefore Ido not think
it ftrange, that thofe Batties I fpoke of before were more
ürm and furious than thofe that are fought onHorfe -back.

■- Cedehant pariter , pariterque ruebant
Viffores'viäique , neque hisjuga nota, neque Ulis*.

They charg 'd together , and did fo retreat
The Vidlors , and the vanquifhed ; nor yet
The Knack of running was unto the one,
Or to the other of the Parties known.

TheirBattles were muchbetter difputed : Now -a-days there
are nothing but Routs ; Primus clamor, atque impetus rem
itcernit: The firß Shout, or the firfl Charge , puls an End
to the Bufinefs: And the Arms we choofe to make Ufe of in
fogreat a Hazard , fhould be as much as poffible at our
ovvnCommand : Wherefore I fliould ad vife to choofe them,
of the fhorteft Sort , and fuch of which we are able to
give the beft Account . A Man may repofe more Con-
Jdence in a Sword he holds in his .Hand , than in aBullet
he difcharges out of a Piftol , wherein there muft be a
Concurrence of feveral Executions , to make it perform it 's
Office, the Powder , the Stone , and the Wheel , if any of
which fail, it at leaft endangers your Fortune : A Man
Itrikes much furer than the Air direfts him.

Et quo ferre melint permittere nulnera uentis,
Enfis habet 'vires, IS gens qutecuvque njirorum eß
Bella gerit gladiis -p.

— --Far off with Bows
They fhoot, and where it liits the Wind boftows
TheirWounds ; but Fight of Sword does Strength require,
All manly Nations the Svvord-Fight defirc J.

* Vi,g. JEi .eid. lib. 10 . f Lutan . 1. 8.
. % Mr . Ma/s Tranf.
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But of that Weapon I mall fpeak more fully , when I come
to corapare the Arms of the Ancients with thofe of modern
Ufe , though bytheWay , the Aftonifhment of the Ear
abated , which every one grows familiär with in alittle
Time . I lock lipon it as a Weapon of very little Exem¬
tion , and hope we fhall one Day lay it afide . That miffile
Weapon which the Italians formerly made Ufe of both with
Fire and without , was much more terrible : Theycalleda
certain Kind bf Ja <velin armed at the Point with an Iron
three Foot long , that it might pierce through and through
an armed Man , Phalarica , which they fometimes in Field-
fervice darted by Hand : Sornetimes from feveral Sorts of
Engines for the Defence of beleagured Places : The Shaft
whereof being rolled round with Flax , Wax , Rofin,' Oil,
and other combuftible Matter , took Fire in it's Flight,
and lighting upon the Body of a Man , or his Target, took
away all the Ufe of Arms and Limbs . And yet Coming
to clofe fight , I fhould think they fhould alfo endamage
the Aflailant , and that the Camp being as it wereplanted
with thefe Fläming Trunchecns, fhould produce a common
Inconvenience to the whole Crowd.

- Magnum firidens contorta Phalarica wnit,
Fulminis atla modo- *.

■- The Comet like Phalarica does fly,
With a huge Noife likeLightning through the Sky.

They had moreover other Devices which Cuftom made
them perfeiS in (which will feem incredible to us who
have not feen them ) by which they fupply 'd the Effefts of
our Powder and Shot . They darted their Piles with io
great Violence , as-oft -times transfixed twoTargets,andi two
armed Men at once , and pinned them together . Neithö
was the Effedt of their Slings lefs certain of Execution, or
of fhorter Carriage : Saxis globoßs funda , mare apertum»
ceßantes ; Coronas modici circuli magno ex intervallo loci«/•
facti trajicere ; non capita modo hoflium vulnerabant , Jed fien

f Virg. JEneid. g.
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locum deßinaßent * : Ciitting round Stones from the Short
for their Klings: And ivitb them pratlifing at a great
Difiance to tbroiv through a Circle of very / matt Circimt-

ference, they ivould not etily tvound an Enemy in the Head,
lut hit any other Part at Pkafure . Their Pieces of Battery
lad not only the Execution , but the Thunder of our Can-
non alfo : Ad iäus mcenium cum terribili fonitu editos, pa<vor
& trepidettio ccepitf : At the Battery of the WMs , ivhicb is
performed ivitb a dreadful Noife, the Defendants began to
fear and tremlle mithin . The Gauls, our Kinfmen in Afia,
abominated thefe treacherous miffile Arms , it being their
Ufe to fight with greater Bravery Hand toHand . Non tarn
patentibus plagis moventur, ubi latior , quam altior plaga eß,
etiam glorioßus Je pugnare putant ; iidem quum aculeus jägittis
aut glandis abdit <z introrfus tenui mtlnere in fpeciem urit ; tum
in rabiem & pudorem tarn parva perire pefles verfi , proßer-
nunt corpora humi %: They are not fi 'much concerned at
/arge Wounds ; ivhen a Wound is wider than deep, tbey
think tbey haue fought ivitb greater Glory : But ivhen
they ßnd tbemfelves tormented ivhhin , under the AfpeB
of aßight VFlund, ivitb the Point of a Darf , or fome con-
cealed glandulous Body, ihen tranfported ivitb Fury and
Sbame, to perijh by fo fmall and contemptible an OJicer
of Death , tbey fall to tbe Ground ; an Expreffion of
fomething very like a Mu &et-Shot . The ten thoufand
Greeksin their long and famous Retreat , met with a Na¬
tion who very much galled them with great and ftrong
Bows, carrying Arrows fo long , that taking them up one
might return them back like a Darf , and with them pierce
aBuckler , and an armed Man through and through . The
Engines of Dyonißus' s Invention at Syracufe, to fhoot vall
maffy Darts , and Stones of a prodigious Greatnefs with
fo great Impetuofity , and at fo great a Diftance , came very
near to our modern Inventions . But in this Difcourfe of
Horfes and Horfemanfhip , we are not to forget the pleafant
Pofture of one Maißre Pierre Pol, a Dodlor of Divinity,
upon his Mule , whom Menßrelet reports always to have
rid afide through the Streets of Paris like aWoman . He

Uo . I. 38 . f ld - ti> id- X Id- Ibid.
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fays a!fo elfewhere , that the Gafcons had terrible Horfes,
that would wheel , and make the Pirouette in their füll
Speed , which the Frencb, Piccards , Dutch , and Brabanttrs
looked upon as a Miracle , having never feen the like before;
which are his very Words . Ccefar fpeaking of the Suiedes,
in the Charges they make on Horfe -back , fays he, they
often throw themfelves off to fight on Foot , having taught
their Horfes not to ftir in the mean Time from the
Place , to which they prefently run again upon Occafion;
and according to their Cuftom nothing is fo unmanly and
fo bafe as to ufe Saddles or Pads , and they defpife fuch
as make Ufe of thofe Conveniencies : Infomuch that
being but a very few in Number , they fear not to attack a
great many . That which I have formerly wondered at,
to fee a Horfe made to perform al ! his Airs with a Switch
only , and the Reins upon his Neck , was common with
the Maßlians , who rid their Horfes without Saddle er
Bridle.

Et gens qu/s nudo reßdens Maßlia dorfo,
Ora Icvißeilit , frcer .ormn neßia "jirga,
Et Numidce infrani cingunt *.

Maßlians who cn the bare Ba^ks do ride,
And with a Switch , not knowing Bridle 's Guide
The manag 'd Steed , and fierce Numidians too
That ufe no Rein , begirt us round.

Equißne froenis deformis ipfe curfus, ridiga cervice, & extm-
to cafite airrenfium \ : Tie Career of a Horfe 'xitbout a
Bridle muß needs he ungratcful , his Neck being extendd

ßijf h and his Nofe thruft out. King Alphonfo, he who
firft inftituted the Order des Chevaliers de la Bande, or de
PEfcherpe ltißpain , amongft other Rules of the Order gave
$hem this , That they fhould never ride Mule or Mulet, up¬
on Penaity of a Mark of Silver ; which I had lately out of
Gue-vara ' i Letters , which whoever gave them the Title of
golden Epiftles , had another Kind of Opinion of them

* JEtieid . /, 4. + Lkj . / - 35- ,than
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thanl have, and perhaps faw more in them than I do. The
Courtier fays, thattili his Time it was a Difgrace toaGen-
tleman to ride one of thofe Creatures : But the Abyffineson
the contrary, as they are nearer advanc 'd to the Perfon of
Preßor Jobn , do affeft to be mounted upon large Mules,
for die greater Dignity and Grandeur . Xenophonteils us,
that the Aßyrianswere fain to keep their Horfes fetter 'd in
the Stahle, they were fo fierce and vicious : And thatitre-
quired fo muchTime to loofeand harnefs them , th 'atto a-
void any Diforder this tediousPreparation might bring up¬
on them, in cafe of Surprife , they never fat down in their
Camp, tili it was firft well fortified with Ditches and Ram¬
piers. His Cyrus, who was fo great a Malier in all manner
of Horfe Service , kept his Horfes to their Ordinary , and
never fuffer' d them to have any Thing to eat tili firft they
had earn'd it by the Sweat of fome kind of Exercife . The
Scytbians, when in the Field , and inScarcity of Provifions,
us'd to let their Horfes Blood , which they drank and fuf-
tain'd themfelves by that Diet.

Venit tif epoto Sarmata paßus equo*.

The Scythian alfo comes without Remorfe,
Having before qu'aft up his bleeding Horfe.

Thofe of Crotta being befieg 'd by Metellus, were in fo
great Neceffity for Drink , that they were fain to cjuench
their Thirft with their Horfes Urine : And to fhew how

much better cheap , the Turkiß .Armies fupporr, themfelves
than our European Forces , ' tis faid , that befides that the
Soldiers drink nothing but Water and eat nothing but Rice
and Salt Flefh pulveriz 'd (of which cvery one may eafily
carry about with him a Month 's Provifion ) they know how

to feed upon the Blood of their Horfes , as well as the Muf-
coviteand Tartar , andfalt it for their Ufe . Tliefe -new dif-

cover'd Peopie of the Indies, when the Spaniards firft land-
ed amongft them , had fo great an Opinion both of the
Men and Horfes , that they look ' d upon the firft as Gods,

* Mart . I. 2.
and
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and the other Animals ennobled above their Nature . Info¬
much that after they were fubdu 'd, Coming to fue for Peace,
and to bring them Gold and Provilions , they fail'd not to
prefent the fame to the Horfes , with the fame kind of
Harangue to thern , which they had made to the other;
interpreting their Neighing for a Language of Truce and
Friendfhip . In thefe nearer Indies, to ride upon an Eie-
phant was the firü Place of Honour , the fecond to ride ina
Coach with four Horfes , the third to ride upon a Camel,
and the lall to be carried , or drawn by one Horfe onfy,
Some one of our late Writers teils us, that he has been ina
Country in thofe Parts , where they ride upon Oxen with
Pads , Stirrups , and Bridles , and very much at their Eafe.
^uintus Fabius Maximus Rutiiianus , in a Battie with the
Samnites, feeing his Cavalry , after three or four Charges,
had fail ' d of breaking into the Enemies main Body, took
this Courfe to make them unbridle all their Horfes ; ib that
having nothing to check their Career , they might through
Weapons and Men , open the Way for his Foot, who by
that Means gave them a bloody Defeat . The fame Com-
mand was given by £>uintus Fuhius Flaccus againft theCd-
tiberians : Id cum majore <vi equorum facietis , fi ejfranatis
in hoßes equos immittatis ; quodfiepe Romanos equites cum kuii

fecijfe memoria prodilum eß. Detraclifque Jrarnis bis ultra
citroque cum magna ßrage hoßium, infrailis omnibus baß'u,
tranfcurrerunt * . Tou uoill do your Bußnefi miitb griattr
Advantage of your Horfes Strength , if you [pur tbem m-
iridled upon the Enemy, as it is recorded the Roman Hsrß
to their great Gtory hwve often done. And their Bill
being puä 'd off" nvithout breaking a Launce, to have chargi
through and through, ivith great Slaughter of tbe Enmy.
The Duke of Mufiovy was anciently oblig 'd to pay this
Reverence to the Tartars , that when they fent any Em-
baffy to him , he went out to meet the Embaffadors on
Foot , and prefented them with a Mazer , or Goblpt of
Mare ' s Milk (a Beverage of greateft Efteem among them)
and fo great , that if in drinking , a Drop feil by Chance
upon the Horfe ' s Main , they thought themfelves indifpen-

Li<v. I. 40.
[fably
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fably bound to lick it offwith theirTongue : The Army
thatBajazet had fent into Rußa , was overwhelm'd with fo
dreadfiila Tempeft of Snow, that to fhelter, and preferve
themfelves from ftarving, many ript up, and embowell 'd
their Horfes, to creep inco their Beilies, and enjoy the Be¬
ließt of that vital Heat . Bajazet , after that furious Battie
wherein he was overthrown by Tamerlane, was in a hope-
ful Way of fecuring his own Perfon by the Fleetnefs of aa
ArabianMare he had under him , had he not been con-
firain'd to let her drink her Fill at the Ford of a River in

his Way, which render'd her fo heavy and indifpos'd, that
he was afterwards eafily overtaken by thofe that purfu'd

him: They fay indeed that to let a Horfe ftale takes him
off his Mettie , butlfhould rather have thought thatdrink-
ing would have refrefh'd her,andreviv 'dherSpirits : Crce-

fusmarching his Army through certain Furzs, near Sardis,
met with an infinite NumberofSerpents,which the Horfes
devoured with great Appetite, and which Herodotus fays
wasa Prodigy of ominous Portent to his AfFairs. We call
a Horfe Cheval entiei; that has his Main , Ears, and other

Parts entire , and no other will pafs Mutter . The Lace-

izmonianshaving defeated the Athenians in Sicily, return-
ing triumphant from the Viäory into the City of Syracu-
fa, amongit other Infolencies, caus'd all the Horfes they
had taken to be fliorn, and led in Triumph . Alexander
fought with a Nation call'd Daa: ; a People whofe Dif-
cipline it was to march two and two together , arm'd on
Horfe-back to the War , and being in Fight one always
alighted, and fo they fought one while on Horfe -back and
another on Foot, one after another by Turns . I do not

think that for graceful Riding , any Nation in the World
excels the French; though a good Horfeman , according
to our Way of fpeaking, feems rather to refpedl the Courage
of the Man than his Horfemanftiip and Addrefs in riding,
Of all that ever I faw the moft knowing in that Art , that
had the beft Seat, and the beft Method in breaking Horfes,
was Monfieur de Carnevalet, who ferved our King Henry
the Second: I have feen a Man ride with both his Feet

upon the Saddle, take ofF the Saddle, and at his Return

take it up again, refit, and remount it, riding all the while
füll Speed : Having gallop'd over a Bonnet, make at it

j very
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very good Shots, backward with his Bow, take up any
thing from the Ground, fetting one Foot down, and the
other in the Stirrup ; with twenty other Apes-tricks,
which he got his living by. There has been feen, in my
Time , cLtConßantinople, two Men upon an Horfc, whoin
theHeight of his Speed would throw themfelves off, and
into the Saddle again by Turn , and onewho bridledand
faddled his Horfe with nothing but his Teeth . Another
who betwixt two Horfes, one Foot upon one Saddle, and
another upon the other, carrying another upon his Shoul¬
ders ;would ride fullCareer , the other ftandingbolt upright
upon him , making very good Shots with his Bow. Several
who would ride füll Speed with their Heels upwards, and
their Hands upon the Saddle betwixt feveral Scymiten,
with the Points upward fix'd in the Harnefs . When I was
a Boy, the Prince of Salmona, riding a rough Horfe at
Naples to all his Airs, held Reals under his Knees and
Toes ; as if they had been nail'd there, to fhew the Firm-nefs of his Seat.

C H A P. XLIX.
Of Ancient Cufloms.

IShouid willingly pardon our People for admitting no 0-
ther Pattern , or Rule of Perfektion, than their own pecu-

liai Manners, and Cufloms, It being a commonVice, notof
the Vulgär only, but almoft of all Men, to walk in the beat-en Road their Anceftors have trod before them : I am con¬
tent when they fee Fabr iciusor Lalius, that they look upon
their Countenance and Behaviour as barbarous, feeing they
are neither clothed nor fafhion'd aecording to our Mode.
But I find Fault with their Singularity , when it arrives tothat Degree of Indifcretion , as to fuffer themfelves to be
fo impos'd upon by 4uthority of the prefent Cuftom, as
everyMonth to alter their Opinion, if Cuftom forequire,
and that they fihould fo vary their Judgment in their own
particular Concern : When they wore the Belly-pieces of
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their Doublets up as high as their Breafts, they ftiffly rnain-
tain'd that they were in their proper Place : Some Years
after they were flipt down between theirThighs , and then
they could laugh at the former Faßiion as uneafy and in-
tolerable. The Falhion now in Ufe makes them abfo-
lutely condemn the other two , with fo great Indignation,
andfo univerfal Contempt , that aManwould think , there
wasa certain kind of Madnefs crept in amongft them , that
infatuates their Underftandings , to this ftrange Degree.
Nowfeeing thatour Change of Fafhions is fo prompt and
fudden, that the Inventions of all the Taylors in theWorld
cannot furnifh out new Whim -whams enough to feed our
Vanity withai ; there will often be a Neceffity , that the
defpifed ones muft again come in Vogue , and even thofe
immediately after fall into thefame Contempt ; and that the
fame Judgment muft , in the Space of fifteen pr twenty
Years, take up not only different , but contrary Opinions,
with an incredible Lightnefs and Inconftancy : There is
not any of us fo cautious and difcreet , that fuffers not
himfelf to be gull 'd with this Contradiftion , and both
in external and internal Sight to be infenfibly blinded . I
will here murler up fome old Cuftoms , that I have in Me¬
mory, fome of them the fame with ours , the other dif¬
ferent, to the End , that bearing in Mind this continual
Variation of human Things , we may have our [udgments
clearer, and more firmly fettled : The thing in ufe amongft
us of fighting with Rapier and Cloak , was in Praöice a-
rnongft the Romans alfo , Siniflrh fagos iwvol'uant , gladiofque

,dißringunt* . They nvrapp'd their Cloaks upon the Lfft Arm,
and handled the Stvord uoith the Right , fays C<zfar ;
And I obferve an old vicious Cuilom of our Nation,
which continues yet amongft us, which is to ftop Paffen-
gers we meet upon the Rqad , to compel them to give an
Account who they are ; and to take it for an Injury , and
juft Caufe of Quarrel , if they refufe to do it :At the Bath,
which the Ancients made Ufe of every Day before they
went to Dinner , and as frequently as we wafh our Hands,
they at firft only bath 'd their Arms and Legs , but afterwarde,

* Ctefar de hello civili , lib. I.
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and byaCuftom that has continued for many Agesinmoll
Nations of the World , they bath 'd ftark naked in mix'd
and perfum'd Water : The moft delicate and affeöed, per-
fum'd themfelves all over three or four Times a Day.
They often caus'd their Hair to be pincht ofF; as theWo-
men of France have fome Time fince, taken up a Cuitom
to do their ' Foreheads.

Quod feßus , quod crura tili , quod brachtet vellis*.

How dort thou twitch thy Breaft, thy Arms and Thighs.

Though they had Ointments proper for that Purpofe.

Pßlotro n 'itet, aut arida latet abdita creta §.

This in Wild -vine fhines, or elfe doth calk,
Her Rank pores up in a dry Crult, of Chalk.

They delighted to lye foft, and pretended it for a great
Teftimony of Hardinefs , to lye üpon a Matrafs. They did
eat lying upon Beds, much after the Manner of theTürk
in this Age.

Inde thoro pater & neas ßc orfus ab alto.-f.

Then thus JEneas front his Bed of State,
Begun Trofs vvoful Story to relate.

And ' tis faid of the younger Cato, that after the Battie of
Pbarfalia , being entered into a melancholick Difpofition,
at the ill Pofture of the publick Affairs he took his Repofe
always fitting , affuming a ftrift and fevereCourfe of Life.
It was alfo their Cuftom to kifs the Hands of great Per-
fons; the more and better to honour and carefs them:
And meeting with their Equals, they always kifs'd in Sa-lutation , as do the Venetians.

* Man . /ib. 2. Epig. 62. § Id. lib. 6 . Epi. 93-
•}■ JEmid . I. 2.

Grata.-
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Gratatufque darem cum dukilu; ofcula wrbis *

And kindeft Words I would with Kiffes mix.

In petitioning, or faluting any great Man , they us'd to
lay their Hands upon his Knees. Faßcles, the Philofopher
and Brother of Crates, inftead of laying his Hand upon
the Knee, laid it upon his private Parts, and being rudely
repulfs'd by him to whom he made that indecent Compli-
ment; What , faid he, is not that Part your own as well
as the other ? They us'd to eat their Fruits as we da
alter Dinner. They wiped their Arfes {let the Ladies,
if they pleafe, mince it fmaller) with a Spunge ; which
is the Reafon that Spongia is a fmutty Word in Latin ;
which Spunge was alfo faftened to the End of a Stick,
as appears by the Story of him, who, as he was led along
to be thröwn to the wild Beafts in the Sight of the Peo-
fle, afking Leave to do his Bufinefs, and having no other
Ways to difpatch himfelf, forc' d the Spunge and Stick
down his own Throat and choaked himfelf . They us'd
toterge after Coitionwith perfum'd Wool.

At tili nilfaciam , fid Iota mentula lana f.

They ufed in the Streets of Rometo place certain Vefiels
and little Tubs for Paffengers to pifs in . .

Puerißepe lacum propter, fe ac dalia curta,
Somno devinäi credunt, extollere<veflem§.

Boys dream of piffing in the Tub and Lake,
And find themfelves bepift when they awake.

They ufed to collation betwixt Meals, and had in Summer
Cellars of Snow to cool their Wine ; and fome there were

* Ovid de pont. Ith. 4 . Eleg. 9 . \ Mart . Hb. 11. Epiß. jo.
§ Lucret. I. 4. «'ho
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who made Ufe of Snow in Winter , not thinking theif
Wine cool enough at that cold Seafon of the Year. The
Men of Quality had tlieir Cup -bearers and Carvers, and
their Buffoons to make them Sport : They had theif Meat
ferved up in Winter upon a Sort of Chafing-Dilhes;
which were fet upon the Table , and had' portable Kitchens
(of which I myfeif have feen fome ) wherein all their Ser¬
vice was carried after them.

Has vobis epulas habete lauti.
i Nos offendimus ambulante Caena * .

Thofe Feafts , by you indeed , are highly priz'dy
At Walking Suppers we are fcandaliz 'd.

In Summer they had a Contrivance to bring frefh and
clear Rills through their lower Rooms , wherein weregreat
Store of living Filh , which the Guefts took out with their
own Hands to bedrefs 'd ; every Man according to hisown
Liking . Firn has ever had this Preeminence , and keepsit
ftill , that the great ones all pretend to be Cooks in their Fa-
vour ; and indeed , the Tafte is möre delicate than that of
Flefh , at leaft to rne . But in all Sorts of Magniiicence,
Debauchery , and voluptuous Inventions of Erfeminacy and
Expence , we do, in Truth , all we can to parallel them;
for our Wills are as corrupt as theirs : But we want Power
to reach them ; and our Force is more able to reach them in
their vicious , than in their virtuous Qualities ; for both
the one and the other proceed from a Vigour of Soul, which
was without Comparifon greater in them than in us:
And Souls by how much the weaker they are , by fo much
have they lefs Power to do, very well , or very ill : The
higheit Place of Honour amongft them was the Middle;
the Name going before , and that following after, eitherin
Writing or Speaking , had no Sgnification of Grandeur, as
is evident by their Writings ; they will fooner fay Offiii
and Ctefar , than Ccefar and Oppins, and me and thee, than
thee and me , which is the Reafon that made me formerly

* Marl . I. 7 . Epig, 47. take
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take Notice in the Life of Flarninius, in our Frencb Flu
tarcb, of one Paffage , where it feems as if the Author»
fpeaking of the Jealoufy of Honour , betwixt the ÄLtolian*
and Romans, about the winning of a Battie they had with
their joint Forces obtain 'd , made it of fome Importance,
that in the Greek Songs they had put the JEtolians before
the Romans ; If there be no Amphibology , or double Deal-
ing in theWords of the Frencb Tranflation ; an Inftance of
which I pi-efent you out of Plutarch , though Mdiifie'ur de
Montaignedid not think it worth repeating.

Here, friendly Pajfengtr , ive buried lye,
Without Friends, Tears, or Fun 'ral Obfequy,
Füll thirty thoufand Men in Battkßain
Uly the iEtolians , on Theflalian Piain ;
And Latines , ivhom Flarninius led on,
And brought front Italy to Macedon.
Witb hisfierce Vahur , ivben faini Philip fled
With greater Speed to fame bis tim'rous Head,
Tban Hart or Hind, ivben Dogs upon the Trace,
Through Woods purfue them tvith afüll Cry Chace *.

The Ladies in their Baths made no Scruple of admitting
Men among >ft them , and moreover made Ufe of their
Serving-Men to rub and anoint them :

Inguina fuccinBus nigra tibi fervus alluta
Stat , quöties calidis nuda foveris aquis

They all powdered themfelves with a certain Powder , to
moderate their Sweats . The ancient Gauls , fays Sidonius
■Apollinaris, wore their Hair long before , and the hinder
Part of the Head cut fhort , a Fafliion that begins to be
reviv'd in this vicious and effeminate Age . The Romans

* Plut . vit , Tit. Quint . Flarninius. § Matt . lib. Epig- 34.
Vol . I . Bb Hfed



3̂ 2 Montaigne '; Effays.
ufed to pay the Watermen their Fare at their firft ßepping
into the Boat, which we never do 'tili after landing.

Dum as exigitur, dum mula ligatur,
Tota abit hora * .

Whilft the Fare's paying , and the Mule is ty'd,
A whole Höur 's Time , at leaft , away doth Aide.

The Women ufed to lye on that Side the Bed next theWall;
And for that Reafon they call'd Cafar , Spondam Regis Ni-
comedis, one of the greateft Blemifhes in his Life, and that
gave Occafion to his Soldiers to fing to his Face,

Gallias Cafar fubegit, Nicomedes Cafarem f.

Cafar the Gauls fubdu'd, ' tis true,
But Nicomedes Cafar did fubdue.

Ecce Cafar nunc triumpbat, qui fubegit Gallias,
Nicomedes non triumpbat, qui fubegit Cafarem \ .

See Cafar triumphs now for cpnqu'ring Gaul,
For conqu'ring him , King Nicnmede_at all
No Triumph has.

They took Breath in their Drinking , and dafii'd tkif
Wine,

ii Ŝ uis fuer ocius
Reßinguet ardentis falerni
Pocula pratereunte lympba\ ?

What pretty Boy's at Leifiire to come in,
And cool the Heat of the Takrnian Wine,
With the clear gliding Stream ?

* Hör. lib. i . Sat . 5. + Suet. in mita Caf . %Ii.
not quoted by Montaigne. || Hör. lib. 7. Ode. n.
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And the roguiih Looks and Geflures of our Lacqueys was
alfo in Ufe amongft them.

O Jane, a /ergo quem nulla ciconiap 'mfit,
Nec manus auriculus itnitata eß mobilii albas,
Nec li?igua quantum fitiet canis Apula iantum *.

O Janus , who both Ways a Spy dofl;vvear,
So chat no Scoffer, though behind thee, dare
Make a StorkVBill , Afs-Ears, or far more long,
Than thirfty panting Curs Ihoot out their Tongue.

The Argian and RomanLadies always mourn'd in White,
as ours did formerly here ; and ihould do ftill, were I to
govern in this Point . But there are whole Books of this
Argument.

C H A P. L.

Of Democritus and Heraclitus.

TH E Judgmeat is an Utenfil proper for all Subje£tsk
and will .Kave an Oar in every Thing ; which is

'he Reafon, that in thefe Effays I take Hold of all Occaf-
ons; wkere, though it happen to be a Subjeft I do not
very well underftand, I try however, founding it at a
Diftance, and finding it too deep for my Stature, I keep
meon the firm Shore : And this Knowledge that a Man can
proceed no farther , is one EfFe£t of it's Virtue , even in the
noä inconfidering fort of Men . One while in an idle and
frivolous Subjedl:, I try to find out Matter whereof to com-
pofea Body, and then to prop and fupport it . Another
whileI employ it in a noble Subjedl, one that has been toft
?nd tumbled by a thoufand Hands , wherein a Man can

*f Per/tus, Sat , I,
B b 2 hardly
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hardly poffibly introduceany Thing of his own, theWay
being ib beaten on every Side, that he muft of Neceffity
walk in the Steps of another . In fuch a Cafe, ' tis the Work
of the Judgment to take the Way that feems beft, and ofa
thoufand Path ?, to determine that this or that was the beft
chofen. I leave theChoiceof my Arguments to Fortune,
and take what ihe firft prefents me with ; they are all alike
to me, I never defign togothrough any ofthem ; forlnever
fee all of any Thing : Neither do they who fo largely pro-
mife to fhew it to others . Of a hundred Members and Faces
that every Thing has, I take one, one while to look it over
only, another while to ripple up theSkin , and fometimesto
pi nch it to the Bones: I give a Stab, not fo Wide but as deep
as I can ; and am for the moft Part tempted to take it in
Hand by fome abfolute Gracefulnefs I difcover in it. DU
I know myfelf lefs, I might , perhaps, venture to handle
fomething or other to the Bottom, and to be deceiv'dby my
own Inability ; but fprinkling here one Word, and there
another, Patterns cut from feveral Pieces and fcatter'dwith¬
out Defign, and without engaging myfelf too far, Iam not
refponfible for them, or oblig 'd to keep clofe to my Sub-
jeö , without varying at my own Liberty and Pleafure,and
giving ap myfelf to Doubt and Incertainty , and to myown
governing Method , Ignorance . All Motions difcover us.
The very fame Soul of C&far , that made itfelf foconfpicu-
ous in marfhallingand commandingtheBattleofP ^ rÄ&,
was alfo feen as folicitous and bufy in the fofter AfFairs
of Love. A Man makes a Judgment of a Horfe, not only
by feeinghis Menage in his Airs, but by his very Walk;
nay, and by feeing him ftand in the Stable. Amongft
the Funftions of the Soul, there are fome of z lower and
meaner Form , and he that does not fee her in thofe in¬
ferior Offices, as well as thofe of nobler Note , never fulty
difcover her ; and peradventure, flieis beft difco ver'dwhere
ihe moves her own natural Pace. The Winds of Paffion
take moft Hold of her in her higheft Flights ; and the
rather , by reafon that flie wholly applies herfelf to, and
exercifes her whole Virtue upon every particular Subjeft,
and never handles more than one Thing at a Time, and
that not according to it, but according to herfelf. Things
in refpect to themfclves, have, peradventure, their Weight.

t Meafuies
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Meafures and Conditions 5 but when we once take thera
into us, the Soul forms them as fhe pleafes. Death is ter-
libleto Cicero, coveted by Cato, and indifferent toSociales.
Health, Confcience, Authority , Knowledge, Riehes, Beau-
ty, andtheir Contraries, do all itrip themfelves at their en¬
tering into us, and reeeive a new Robe, and of another Fa-
fnion, from every diftinft Soul, and of what Colour, Brown,
Bright, Green , Dark ; and Quality , Sharp, Sweet, Deep,
or Superficial, as bell pleafes them ; for they are not yet
agreed upon any common Standard of Forms, Rules, or A
Proceedings; every oneof them isa Queen in herown Do¬
minions. Let us therefore no more exeufe ourfelves upon
the external Qualities of Things ; itbelongsto us to give
ourfelves an Account of them, Our Good or III has no o-
therDependance buton ourfelves. 'Tis therethatour Offer-
ings and ourVows are due, and not to Fortune : She has no
Power over our Manners ; on the contrary, they draw and
make her foljow in their Train , and call her in their own
Mould. Why fhould not I cenfure Alexander, roaring and
«irinking at the prodigious Rate he fometimes ufed to do ?
Or, if he plaid at Chefs, what String of his Soul was not
touched by this idle and childifli Game ? I hate and avoid
it, becaufe it is not Play enough, that it is too grave and
feriousa Diverfion, and I am afham'd to lay out as much
Thought and Study upon that , as would ferve to much bet¬
ter Ufes. He did not more pump his Brains abouthis glo-
rious Expedition into the lndies; and another whom I will
not name, took no more Pains to unravel a Paffage, upon
which depends the Safety of all Mankind . To what a De-
gree then does this ridiculous Diverfion moleft the Soul,
when all her Eaculties fhall be fummon'd together upon this
trivial Account ? And how fair an Opportunity flie herein
givgs every one to know,and to make a right Judgment of
himfelf? I do not more thoroughly fift myfelf in any other
Pofture than this. What Paffion are we exempted from in.
this infignificant Game ? Anger, Spite, Malice, Impati-
tience, and a vehement Defire of getting the better in 3
Concern,wherein it were moreexcufable,to beambitiousof
being overcome: For to be eminent, and to excel above the
common Rate in frivolousThings , is nothing graceful ina
Manof Quality and Honour. What I fay in thjs Example,

B b 3 may
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may be faid in all others. Every Particle, every Employ.
ment of Man, does exalt or accufe him, equally with any
other . Democritusand Heraclitus werc two Philoiophers,
the firft of whom finding human Condition ridiculous and
vain, never appear'd abroad butwith ajeering and laughing
Countonance : Whereas Heraclitus commiferating that Con-
öition of ours, appear'd always with a forrowful Look, and
Tears in his Eyes.

,---- Alter
Ridebat quotiesa limine mcnierat unum
Protuleratque federn, flebat contrarius alter *.

One always, when he o'er his Threlhold ftept,
Laugh 'd at the World , the other always wept.

I am clearly for the firft Humour ; not becaufe it is more
pleafant to laugh than to weep, but becaufe it is rüder,and
cxpreffes more Contempt than the other ; becaufeI think
we can never be fufficiently defpifed to our Defert. Com-
paffion and Bewailing fecm to employ fome Efteem of, and
Value for the Thing bemoan'd : Whereas the Things we
laugh at, are by that exprefled to be öfno Moment orRe-
pute . I do not think that we are fo unhappy as we are
vain, or have in us fo much Malice as Folly ; we are notfo
full of Mifchief as Inanity, ; nor fo miferabie as we are vile
and mean. And therefore Diogenes, who paft away his
Time in rolling himfelf in his Tub , and made nothing of
the great Alexander, elteeming us no better than Flies, or
Bladders puft up with Wind, was a fharper and more pene-
trating , and confequently, in my Opinion, a jufler Judge,
than Timon, firnam'd the Man-hater ; for what a Man
hates, he lays to Heart : Thislaft was an Enemy to all Man-
kind , did pofitively defire our Ruin, and avoidedourCon-
verfation as dangerous, proceeding from wicked and de-
prav'd Natures ; The other valu'd us fo little , that we could
neither trouble nor infefl him by our Contagion j and left
us to herd with one another , not out of Fear, but Contempt

* Juwn . Sai . id. ef
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of our Society: Concluding us as incapable of doing Gooä
as III. Of the fame Strain was Statiliufs Anfwer, when
Brutuscourted him into the Confpiracy againft Cafar : He
was fatisffd tbat the Enterprize ivas juß ; but hedidnot think
Mankindfa conßderable, as to defervea ixife Man's Cancern:
According to the Dodtrine of Hegeßas; who faid , Tbat a
miifi Man ought todo nothing but for himfelf forafmuch as he
only was ivorthy of it : And to the Saying of Tbeodorus, Tbat
it ivas not reaßnable a iviße Manßmild bazard himfelf for
bis Country, and endanger Wifdom for a Company of Tools.
Our Condition is as ridiculous as rifible.

C H A P. LI.

Of the Vanity of JVords.

ARbetorician of Times pait , faid, That to make little
Things appear great , was his Profeffion'. This alfo

a Shoemaker can do ; he can make a great Shoe fora little
Foot : They would in Sparta have fent fuch a Fellow to be
whipp'd, for making Profeffion of a lying and deceitful Art:
And I fancy, that Archidamus, who was King of that Coun¬
try, was a little furpriz'd at the Anfwer of Thucydides,
when enquiring of him, which was the better Wreftler,
Periclesor he ; he reply'd, That it was hard to affirm ; for
when I have thrown him, faid he, he always perfuades
the Spedtators that he had no Fall, and carries away the
Prize. They whopaint , pounce and plaifter up the Ruins
of Women, filling up their Wrinkles and Deformities, are
lefs to blame ; becaufe it is no great Matter , whether we fee
them in their natural Complexions or not. Whereas thefe
make it their Bufinefs to deceive, not our Sight only but
our Judgments, and to adulterate and corrupt the very Ef-
fence of Things . The Republicks that have maintain 'd
themfelves in aregulär and well-modell'd Government fuch
äs thofe of Laudamon and Crete, had Orators in no very
great Efteem. Arißa did wifely define Rhetarickto be 3

B b 4 Science
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Science to perfuade the People ; Socrates and P/a/o,a.nArt to
flatter and deceive : And thofe who deny it in the general
Defcription , verify it throughout in their Precepts . The
Mahometans will notfuffer their Childrcn to be inftrufledin
it , as being ufelefs ; and the Athenians perceiving of hovv
pernicious Confequence the Praclice of it was, it being in
their City of univerfal Efteem , order 'd the principal Part,
which is tp move Affe£tions,with their Exordiums and Per-
orations , to be taken away . 'Tis an Engine invented to
manage and govern a diforderly and tumultuous Rabble,
and is never made Ufe of but , like Phyfick to the Sick, in
the Paroxifms of a difcompofed State . In thofe States,
where the Vulgär or the Ignorant , or both together , have
been all powerful , and able to give Law , as in Athens,
Rhades and Roms, and where the Publick Affairs have been
in a continual Tempeft of Commotion , to fuch Places have
the Orators always repair 'd . And , in Truth , we find fevv
Perfons in thofe Republicks , who have puflVd their For-
tunes to any great Degree of Eminence , without the Affift-
ance of Elocutipn : Pompey, Ccefar, CraJJus, Lucullus, Linte¬
lns and Metellus, have thence taken their chiefeft Spring to
inount to that Degree of Authority , to which they did at
iafl arrive ; making it of greater Ufe to them than Arms,
contrary to the Opinion of better Times . For L. Volum-
nius fpeaking publickly in Favour of the Eleftion of ^ ,
Fabius and Pub . Deäus , to the Confular Dignity : Thefe
are Men , faid he , born for War , and great in Exemtion,
in the Combat of the Tongue altogether to feek ; Spirits
truly confular . The Subtle , Eloquent and Learned, are
only good for the City , to make Praetors of, to adminifter
Juftice . Eloquence flourißVd moft at Rome, when the pub¬
lick Affairs were in the worlr. Condition , and the ßepub-
lick moltdifquieted with inteftine Commotions , as a frank
and untill 'd Soilbears the worftWeeds . By which itfhould
feem , that a Monarchicsl Government has lefs Need of
it than any other : For the Brutality and Facility , natural
to the common People , which render them fubjeft to be
turn 'd and twin 'd, and led by the Ears by this charming
Harmony of Words , without weighing or confidering the
Truth and Reality of Things by the Force of Reafon:
This Facility, I fay, is not eafily found in a fwgle Perfon»
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and it is alfo more eafy, by good Education and Advice,
to fecure him from the Impreffion of this Poifon. There
never was any famous Orator known to come put of Perfia
orMacedon.

I have entered into this Difcourfe upon the Occafion of
anItalian I tately received into my Service, who was Clerk
of the Kitchen to the late Cardinal Caraffa tili his Death.
Iput this Fellow upon an Account of his Office : Where
he feil to difcourfe of this Palate-Science, with fuch a fettled
Countenance, and magifterial Gravity , as if he had beert
handling fome profound Point of Divinity . He made a
learned Diftinftion of the feveral Sorts of Appetites, of that
whicha Man has before he begins to eat, and of thofe after
the fecond and third Service : The Means fimply to fatisfy
the firft, and then to raife and quicken the other two : The
ordering of the Sauces, firft in general, and then proceeded
to the Qualities of the Ingredients, and their Effefts : The
DifFerences of Sallets, aecording to their Seafons, which
of them ought to be ferved up hot, and which cold : The
Manner of their Garnifhment and Decoration , to render
them yet more acceptable to the Eye : After which he
entered upon the Order of the whole Service, füll of
weighty and important Confiderations.

.1 Nec minima fane difcr'imine refert
$>uo geßu lepores, is quo gallina fecetur*.

Nor with lefs Criticifm did obferve
How we a Hare , and how a Hen fliould carve.

And all this fet out with lofty and magnifick Words ; the
very fame we make Ufe of, when we difcourfe of the Go¬
vernment of an Empire . Which learned Le£ture of my
Man, trought this of Terenct into my Memory.

Hoc falfum eß, hoc adußum eß, hoc lautum eß parum,
Illud recle herum fic memento, fedulo
Moneo quee pojfum pro mea fapientia.
Poßremo tanquam in fpeculum, in patinas , Demea,
hfpicere jubeo, & moneo quid faäo ufus ßt -f.

f
* Jwven. Sat . 5. f Ter. Adelp. Ja 3. Sc. 5.

This
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This is too falt , this burnt , this is too piain,
That 's well , remember to do fo again.
Thus do I ftill advife to have Things fit,
According to the Talent of my Wit.
And then (my Demea) I command my Cook,
That into ev' ry Difh he pry and look,
As if it were a Mirror , and go on
To order all Things as they fhould be done,

And yet even the G>wArthemfelves did very mäch admire,
and highly applaud the Order and Difpofition thatiW«
jEmilius obferved in theFeaft he made for them at hisRetum
from Macedon: But I do not here fpeak of Effects, Ifpeak of
Words only . I do not know whether it may have the fame
Operation upon otherMen that it has upon me : Butwhen
I hear our Architects thunder out their bombaft Words of
Pilaßers , Architraves , and Cornkes , of the Corinthlanand
Doric 'k Orders , and fuch like Stuft", my Imagination is pre-
fently poffeffed with the Palace of Apollidoniusin Amaiis de
Gaul ; when , after all , I find them but the paultry Pieces
of my own Kitchen -Door . And to hear Men talk of Me-
tonymies, Metapbors, and Allegories, and other Grammar
Words , would not aMan think they fignify 'd fome rare
and exotick Form of Speaking ? And this other is a Gullery
of the fame Stamp , to call the Offices of our Kingdom by
the lofty Titles of the Romans, though they have noSimili-
tude of Function , Authority , orPower . And this alfo.vvhich
I dottbt will one Day turn to the Reproach cf our prefent
polite Age , unworthily and indifferently to confer upon
any we think fit, the moft glorious Sirnames with which
Antiquity honoured but one or two Perfons in feveral Ages.
V'lato carried away the Sirname of Divine by fo univerfala
Cpnfent , that never any one repined at it , or attempted ta
take it from him : And yet the Itaiians , who pretend , and
v/ith good Reafon , to more fprightly Wits and founder Dif-
courfes than the other Natiöns of their Time , have lately
honoured Aretine with the fame Title ; in whofe Writings,
except it be a.tumid Phrafe , fetout with fome fmart Periods,
ingenious indeed , but far fetch ' d and fantaftick , and the
tööquence (be it what it will ) I fee nothing in him above"*• ■-.*. ':• ■■■m&t3k£#=-**H ■■■* — . fr * .. -. .̂ " .̂ ita
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the ordinary Writers of his Time , fo far is he from ap-
proaching the ancient Divinity . And we make nothing
of giving the Sirname of Great to Princes that have no¬
thing in them above a populär Grandeur.

C H A P. LH.

Of the Parßmony of the Anctents.

ATtilius Regulin, General of the RomanArmy in A-
frick , in the Height of all his Glory and Viftories

over the Cartbaginians, writ to the Republick to acquaint
them, that a certain Peafant whom he had left in Truft
with his whole Eftate, which was in all but feven Acres
of Land, was run away with all his Inftruments of Huf-
bandry, entreating therefore, that they would pleafe to
all him Home , that he might take Order in his own Af¬
fairs, left his Wife and Children ihould fuffer by this Dif-
after: Whereupon the Senate appointed another to manage
his Bufinefs, caufed his Loffes to be made good, and ordered
his Family to be maintained at the publick Expence. The
eiderCato returning Conful from Spain, fold his War-
Horfe, to fave the Money it would have coft in bringing
him back by Sea into Italy ; and being Governor of Sar-
dinia, made all his Vifits on Foot, without other Attendants,
than one OfRcer of the Republick , to hold up the Train
of his Gown and carry a Cenfer for Sacrifices; and, for
the moft Part , carried his Mail himfelf. He bragged,
that he had never worn a Gown that coft above ten

Crowns, nor had ever fent above Ten -pence to the Market
for one Day's Provifion ; and that as to his Country Hou-
fes, he had not one that was rough caft on the Out-fide.
Scipio JEmilianus, after two Triumphs , and two Conful-
lhips, went an Embaffy with no more than feven Servants
in his Train . 'Tis faid, that Homerhad never more than
one, Plato three, and Zeno, Founder of the Sedl of Stoicks,
none at all. Tiber im Gracchuswas allowcd but Five-pence

Half-
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Half -penny a Day , when employed as publick Miniller
about the publick Affairs, and being at that time the great-eß Man of Home.

C H A P. Uli.
Of a Saying of Casfar.

IF we would fometimes beftow a little Confideratiort
upoa ourfelves, and employ that Time in examining

our own Abilities which we fpend in prying into other
Men 's Aftions, and diicovering Things without us, we
fhould foon perceive of how infirm and decaying Materials
this Fabrick of ours is compol'ed. Is it not a fmgular
Teftimony of Imperfeftion , that we cannot eftablilh our
Satisfaftion in any one Thing , and that even our own
Fancy and Defire fhould deprive us of the Power to
choofe vvhat is moft proper and ufeful for us ? A very
good Proof of this, is the greatDifpute that has everbeen
amongft the Philofophers, of finding out a Man's principal
and fovereign Good j that Difpute continues yet, and
will eternally continue, without Solution or Agreement.

- Dum abeß-quod awmus, id exuperare rjidetur,
Ceetera, poß aliud cum contigit illud amemus,
Et ßtis cequa tenet *.

The abfent we covet, bell doth feem,
The next that comes captivates our EfteemAt the fame rate.

Whatever that is that falls into our.Knowledge and Poflef-
fion, we find it fatisfies not, and Hill pant after Things
to come, and unknown ; and theie becaufe the prefent

Luent . I. 3.
do
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do not fatiate and glut us ; not that , in my Judgment,
they have not in them wherewith to do it , but becaufe
we feize them with an unrüly and immoderate Hafte.

Nam cum <vidit hic ad DiBum qua flagitat ujüs,
Et per qua pojjint vitam confißere tutam,
Qmnia jam firme mortalibus ejfe parata :
Dinitiis bomints, & honore & laude potentis
Aßuere , atque bona natorum excellere fama,
Nee minus ejje dornt cuiquam tarnen anxia corda,
Alque animum infeßis cogi fer <vire quere Iis:
Intellexit ibi <vitium <vas facere ipfum,
Omniaque illius <vitio corrumpitur intus
£>ua collata/bris , & commoda quaque venirent * .

For when he faw all Things that had regard
To Life ' sSubfiftence for Mankind prepar ' d,
That Men in Wealth and Honours did abound,

Had hopeful Ifiue fet their Tables round ;
And yet had Hearts as anxious as before,
Murmuring amidft their Happinefs and Store:
He then perceiv 'd the Veffel was to blame,
And gave a Smatch to all that in it came,
That neither from without him was convey 'd,
To have him happy and contented made.

Our Appetite is irrefolute and fickle , it can neither keep
nor enjoy any thing graceful , and as it fhould : And Man
eoncluding it to be the Fault of the Things he is poflelTed
of, fills himfelf with , and feeds himfelf upon the Idea

of Things h'e neither knows nor underftands , to whicH
he devotes his Hopes and his Defires , paying them all
Reverence andHonour , according to theSaying of Cafar,
Communifit<vitio natura , ut invifis latitantibus atque incog-

nitis rebus magis confidamus, <vehementiufque exterreamur.
'Iis tbe common Vice of Nature , that ive repofi mofi Confi-

dence, and recevve the greatefl Apprehenßons, from Things
unfeen, concealed, and unknoiun.

* Lucret.
CH AP.
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C H A P. LIV.

Of vain Subtilties.
THere are a Sort of little Knacks , and frivolous Subtil¬

ties, from which Men fometimes expeft to derive
Reputation and Applaufe : As the Poets, who compofe
whole Poems, with every Line beginning with the fame
Letter : We fee the Shapes of Eggs , Globes, Wings and
Hatchets cut out by the ancient Greeks, by the Meafure
of their Verfes, making them longer or ftorter , to repre-
fent fuch or fuch a Figure . Much in this Manner did he
fpend his Time , who made it his Bufinefs to compute into
how many feveral Orders the Letters of the Alphabet might
be tranfpofed, and found out that incredible Numbermen-
tion'd in Plutarch . I am mightily pleas'd with the Humour
of the Gentleman , who, having a Man brought before him,
that had learn' d to throw a Grain of Millet with fuchDex-
terity as never to mifs the Eye of a Needle ; and being after-
wards defired to give fomething for the Reward of fo rarea
Performance , he pleafantly, and in my Opinion ingenioufly,
ordered a certain Number of Bufhels of the fame Grain
to be delivered to him, that he might not want where-
withal to exercife fo famous an Art . 'Tis a ftrong Evidence
of a weak Judgment , when Men approve of Things for
their being rare and new, or yet for the Difficulty ; where
Virtue and Ufefulnefs are not conjoined to recommend
them . I come juft now from playing with my own Fa¬
mily , at who could find out the moll Things , that had
their principal Force in their two Extremities ; as, Sin,
which is a Title given to the greateft Perfon in the Na¬
tion , the King , and alfo to the Vulgär , as Pedlars and Me-
chanicks , but never to anyDegree of Men between. The
Women of great Quality are all called Madam, inferior
Gentlewomen , Mademoifille, and the meaneft Sort of Wo¬
men, Madam, as the firft. The Canopy of State over

i Tables
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Tables are not permitted , but in the Palaces of Princes
and Taverns. Democrilusfaid, that Gods and Beaib had
3more exadt and perfecl Senfe than Men, who are of a
middle Form. The Romanswore the fame Habit at Fu-
nerals and Feafts ; and it is moft certain, that an extreme
Fear, and an extreme Ardour of Courage, do equally trou-
ble and lax the Belly. The Nickname of Trembling with
which they firnamed SancboXII , King of Navarre , fuf-
liciently informeth , that Valour will caufe a Trembling ia
the Limbs, as well as Fear . The Friends of that King,
or of fome other Perfon, who upon the like Occafion was
wont to be in the fame Diforder , tried to compofe him,
by reprefenting the Danger lefs, he was going to engage
himfelf in : You underßand me ill, faid he, for could my
flelh know the Danger my Courage will prefently carry
itinto, it would fink down to the Ground . The Faint-
nefs that furprizes us from Frigidity , or diilike in theExer-
cifes of Venus, are alfo occafioned by a too violent Defire,
and an immoderate Heat . Extreme Coldnefs, and extreme
Heat, boil and roaft. Arißotle fays, that Sows of Lead
will melt, and run with Cold, in the Extremity of Win¬
ter, as well as with a vehement Heat . Defire and Satiety
SUall the Gradations above and below Pleafure with Grief.
Brutality and Wifdom meet in the fame Center of Senti-
ment and Refolution , in the fuffering of human Acci-
dentsj the Wife controul and triumph over III ; theothers
Ifflow it not : Thefe laft are, as a Man may fay, on this
Side of Accidents, the other are beyond them ; who after
liaving well weighed and confidered their Qualities , mea-
fcred and judged them what they are, by Virtue of a vigo-
rousSoul leap out of their Reach . They difdain and tram¬
ple them under Foot, having a folid and well fortified Soul,
againft which the Därts of Fortune Coming to ftrike they
muft of Neceffity rebound and blunt themfelves, meeting
witha Body upon which they can fix no Impreffion ; the
ordinary and middle Conditions of Men are lodged betwixt
thefe two Extremes, confifting of fuch, who perceive Evils,
feel them, and are not able to fupport them . Infancy
and Decrepitude meet in thelmbecillity of theBrain : Ava¬
nce and Profufion in the fameThirft and Defire of getting.
AMan may fay, with fome Colour of Truth , that there
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isari Abecedarianlgndr3.net that precedes Knowledge, and
a DoBoral Ignorance that comes after it ; an Ignorance
which Knowledge creates and begets, at the fame tirae that
Ihe difpatches and deftroys the firft. Of mean Underftand-
ings, little inquiiitive, and little inftrufted , are made good
Chriftians , who by Reverence and Obedience implicitly
believe , and are conftant in their Belief. In the moderate
Underftandings , and the middle fort of Capacities, theError
of OpinionS is begot, and they have fome Colour of Rea-
fon on their Side, to impute our Walking on intheold bea-
ten Path toSimplicity , and Brutifhnefs, I mean in us who
Jiave not informed ourfelves by Study. The higher and
rioblerSouls, morefolid andclearfighted,makeupanother
fort of true Believers ; who by a long and religious In-
veftigafion. of Truth , have obtained a clearer and more
penetrating Light into the Scriptures, and have difcovered
the Myfterious and Divine Secret of our Ecclefiaftical
Polity . And yet we fee fome, who, by this middle
Step are arrived to that fupreme Degree with marvellous
Fruit and Confirmation ; as to the utmoft Limit of Chri-
tian  lntelligen .ee, and enjoying their Viftory with great
fpiritual Confolation, humble Acknowledgment of the
Divine Favour, exemplary Reformation of Manners, and
iingular Modefty. I do not intend with thefe to rank
fome others, who to clear themfelves from all Sufpicion of
their former Errors, and to fatisfy us, that they are found
and firm to us, render themfelves extreme indifereet and
unjuft, in the carrying on our Caufe, and by that Means
blemifh it with infinite Reproaches of Violence and Op-
preffion. The fimple Peafants are good People, and fo are
the Philofopers : Men of ftrong and clear Reafon, and
whofe Souls are enrich 'd with an ample Inftruftion of pro¬
fitable Sciences. The Mongreh who have difdained the
iirft Form of the Ignorance of Letters , and have not been
able to attain the other , (Atting betwixt two Stools, as I
and a great many more of us do,) are dangerous, fbolilh,
and importunate ; thefe are they that trouble the World.
And therefore it is, that I , for my own Part , retreat as
much as I can towards my firft and natural Station, fronj
whence I fo vainly attempted to advance. The vulgär and
purely natural Poefy, has in it certain Proprieties and

Gra« ä;
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Graces, by which flie may come into fome Comparifon
with the greateft Beauty of a Poefy perfeäed by Art : As
is evident in our Gafcon Villanels and Songs , that are
brought us from Naticns that bave no Knowledge of any
Manner of Science , nor fo much as the Ufe of Writing.
The indifferent and middle Sort of Poefy betwixt thefe
two , is defpifed , of no Value , Honour , orEfteem . But
feeing that the ke being once broke , and a Path laid operi
to the Fancy , I have found , as it commonly falls out , that
what we make Choice of for a rare and difficult Subjeft,
proves to benothing fo, and that after the Invention is
once warm , it finds out an infinite Number of parallel
Examples . I (hall only add this one ; that were thefe
Eßavs of mine coniiderable enough to deferve a Cenfure,
it might then I think fall out , that they would not much
take with common and vulgär Capackies , nor be very ac-
ceptable to the fingular and excellent Sort of Men ; for the
firft would not underftand them enough , and the laft too-
much , and fo they might hover in the middle Region.

C H A P. LV.
' Of Smells.

IT has been reported of others , as wellas of Alexander
the Great , that their Sweat exhaled an odoriferous

Smell , occafioned by fome very uncommon and extraordi-
nary Conftitution , of which Pktarch and others have
been inquifitive into the Caufe . But the ordinary Confli-
tution of human Bodies is quite otherwife , and their beft
and chiefeft .Excellency is to be exempt from Smells : Nay,
the Sweetnefs even of the pureft Breaths has nothing in it
öf greater Perfeftion , than to be without any oftenfive'
Smell, like thofe of healthful Children ; which made Pk¬
tarch fay,

Voi . I . Cc Mulier
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Muliere tum bene olet, ubi nihil olet*.

That Woman we a fweet one call,
Whofe Body breathes no Scent at alL

And fuch as makeUfe of thefe exotick Perfumes, are with
good Reafon to be fufpefled of fome natural Imperfeftion,
which they endeavour by thefe Odours to conceal, accord-
ing to that of Mr . Johvjon, which , without Offence to
Monfieur de Montaigne, I will here prefume to infert, it
being at leaft as well faid, as any of thofe he quotes out
of the ancient Poets,

Still to be neat, ftill to be dreft,
As you were going to a Feaft,
Still to be powder'd, ftill perfum'd,
Lady , it is to be prefum'd,
Though Art' s hid Caufes are not found,
All is not fweet, all is not found f.

As may be judged by thefe following,

Rides nos, Coracine, nil olentes:
Mala quam bene olere, nil olereJ.

Eecaufe thou, Coracinus, ftill doft go
With Mufli. and Ambergreafe perfumed fo,
We under thy Contempt , forfooth, muft fall;
I 'd rather than fmell fweet, not fmell at all:

And elfewhere,

Poßbume, non bene olet, qui bene fimper olet|j.

He does not naturally fmell well,
Who always of Perfumes does fmell.

* Plaut . Moleß. Art . 1. Sc. 3.
| Mart . Hb, 6. Epig. 55.

f Ben Johnßn.
H Id. lib. z . Ep. n.
" Iam
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I am, neverthelefs, a ftrange Lover of good Smells, and
as much abominate the ill Ones, which alfo I reach at a

greater Diftance, I think , than other Men :

Namque fagacius imv.s odoror,
Petypus, an gravis hii futis cubet hircto in alisj
Quam canis acer ubi laieat Jus -f.

For I can fmell a putrid Polypus,
Or -the rank Arm-pits of a Red-hair'd Fuß,
As foon as beft nos'd Hound the ftinking Sty,
Where the wild Boar does in the Foreft lye.

Of Smells, the fimple and natural feem to be moft pleafing.
Let the Ladies look to that , for hü chiefly their Concern.
In the wildeft Parts of Barbary, the ScythianWomen , af-
ter Bathing,' were wont to powder and cruft their Faces,
and wholeBodies , with acertain odoriferous Drug , grow-
ing in their own Territories ; which being cleanfed off,
vvhen they came to have Familiafity with Men , they were
found perfumed and fleek : 'Tis not to be believed, how
itrangely all Sorts of Odours cleave to me, and how apt
my Skin is to imbibe them. He that complainsof Na-
ture, that (hehas not furnilhed Mankind with a Vehicle to
convey Smells to the Nofe, had noReafon ; for they will
do it themfelves ; efpecially to me : My very Muftachio's
perform that Office; for if I ftroke them but with my
Gloves or Handkerchief , the Smell will remain a whole
Day : They will reproach me where I have been ; the
clofe, lufcious, devouring and melting Riffes of youthful
Ardour, would, in my wanton Age , have left a Sweetnefs
upon my Lips for feveral Hours after . And yet I have
eyer found myfelf very little fubjedt to Epidemick Dif-
eafes, that are caught either by converfing with the Sick,
or bred by the Contagion of the Air j I have very well
efcaped from thofe of my Time , of which there has been
feveral virulent Sorts in our Cities and Armies * We read

of Socrates, that though he never departed from Athens,

\ Hör. Ep. 12.
Cc z during
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during the frequent Plagues that infefted that City, he was
the only Man that was never infefted . Phyficians miglit
(I believe) if they vvould, extraft greater Utility from
Odours than they do ; for I have often obferved, that they
caufe an Alteration in me, and work upon my Spirits ac-
cording to their feveral Virtues ; which makes me approve
of what is faid, namely, That the Ufe of Incenfe and Per-
fumes in Churches, fo ancient, and fo univerfaliy received
in all Nations and Religions, was intended to chear us, and
to rouze and purify the Senfes, the better to fit us for Con-
templation . I could have been glad, the better to judge of
it, to have tafted the Culinary Art of thofe Cooks, who
had fo rare a Way of feafoning exotick Odours with the
Relilh of Meats ; as it was particularly obferved in the Ser¬
vice of the King of Tunis, who, -in our Days, landed at
Napfes, to have an Interview with Charles the Emperor,
where his Difhes were farced with odoriferous Drugs, to
thatDegree of Expence, that the Cookery of one Peacock
and twoPheafants amounted to an hundred Ducats, to drefs
them after their Fafhion. And when the Carver came to
break them up, not only the Dining -Room, but all the
Apartments of hiŝ Palace, and the adjoining Strcets were
filled with an Aromatick Vapour, which did not prefently
vanifh. My chiefelt Care in chufing my Lodgir.gs, is al-
ways to avoid a thick and ftinking Air ; and thofe beau-
tiful Cities öf Veniceand Paris have very much leffened
the Kindnefs I had for them, the one by the offenfive
Smell of her Marfhes, and the other of her Dirt . '

CH AP.
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C H A P. LVI.
Of Prayers.

IPropofe formlefs and undetermin 'd Fancies, like thofe
who publifh fubtle Queftions, tö be after difputed upon

in theSchools, not to eftablifh Truth , but to feek it : I fub-
mit them to the better Judgments of thofe, whofe OfBce it
is to regulate, not my Writings and Actions only, but
moreover my very Thoughts and Opinions. ' Let what I
here fet down meet with Corredlion or Appraufe, it (hall be
of equal Welcome and Utility to me, myfelf before-hand
condemning it for abfurd and impious, if any thing (hall
be found through Ignorance orlnadvertency .couched in this
Rhapfody contrary to the Refolutions and Prefcriptions of
the Romati Calbolick Church, in which I was born , and in
which I will die. And yet always fubmitting to the Au- ,
thority of their Cenfure, who have an abfohlte Power over
me( 1 thus temerarioufly ventaie at every Thing , as upon
this prefent Subjefh

I don' t know whether I am deceived or not ; but fince by
aparticular Favour of the Divine Bounty, acertainForm
of Prayer has been prefcribed and diftated to us, Word by
Word, from the Mouth of God himfelf , I have ever been
of Opinion, that we ought to have it in more frequent Ufe,
than weyet have, and if I were vvorthy to advife, at Utting
down to, and rifing from ourTables , at our rifing and go¬
ing to Bed, and in every particular Aclion, wherein Prayer
is required, I would have Chrißians always make Ufe of the
Lord'sPrayer ; if not that Prayer alone, yet at leart always.
The Church may lengthen or alter Prayers according to
the Neceffity of our Inltruftion , for I know very well , that
it is alwavs the fame in Subftance, and the fame Thing :
But yet fuch a Preference ought to be given to that Prayer,
that the Peoplc fhould have it continually in their Mouths;
for it ismoit certain , that all neceffary Petitions are coin-

C c 3 prehended
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prehended in it, and that it is infmitely proper for all Oc-
cafions. 'Tis the onlyPrayer I ufe in allPlacesand Coridi-
tions, and what Iftill repeat inftead of changing ; whence
it alfo happens, that I have no other by Heart but that
only . It juft npw comes into my Mind, from whence we
fhould derive that Error of having Recourfe to God in all
cur Defigns and Enterprizes, to call hi m to our Affiftance in
allSorts of AfFairs, and in all Places where ourWeaknefs
ftands inNeed of Support.without confidering whether the
Occafion be juft, orotherwife , and to invoke his Name and
Power, in what Condition foever we are, or Aftion we are
fngaged in, how vicious foever : He is indeed our fo!e and
only Proteftor , and can do all Things for us: But though
he is pleafed to honour us with his paternal Care, he is, not-
withftanding , as juft as he is good and mighty , and does
oftener exercife his Juftice than his Power, and favours us
accordingto that , and not according to our Petitions. Plata
in his Laws, makes three Sorts of Belief injurious to the
Gods ; that there is none ; that they concern not theni-
felves about human AfFairs; and, that they never rejeft
ordeny any thing to our Vows, OfFerings, and Sacrifices.
The firft of thefe (Errors according to his Opinion) did ne¬
ver continue rooted in any Man , from his Infancy to his
old Age ; the other two, he confeffes, Men might be ob-
flinate in . God's Juftice and his Power are infeparable,
and therefore in vain we invoke his Power in an unjult
Caufe : We are to have our Souls pure and clean, at that
Moment at leaft, wherein we pray to him , and purified
from all vicious PaiTions, otherwife we ourfelves prefent
him the Rods wherewith to chaftife us. Inftead of repair-
ing any thing we have done amifs, we double the Wiek-
ednefs and the OfFcnce, whilft we ofFer to him , to whom
we are to fue for Pardon, an AfFcftion füll' of Irreverence
and Hatred . WJlich makes me not very apt to applaud
thofe whom I obferve to be fo frequent on their Knees, if
the Aflions neareft of Kind toPrayer , do not give me foine
Evidence of Reformation.

—— - ■--- Si Noäurnus adultcr
Tempora&an£lonko <velas adoperta Cucullo*.

* Jwiitn . Sat. 8.
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With Night -Adulteries, if being foul,
Thou lhad'lt thy guilty Forehead with a Cowl.

And the Pra&ice of a Man that mixes Devotion with an

execrable Life, feems, in fome Sort, more to be condemned

than that of a Man conformable to his own Propenfion,

anddiiTolute throughout : And, for that Reafon itis , that
our Church denies Admittance to, and Communion with,

•Men obftinate and incorrigible in anyKind of Impiety.

We pray only by Cuitom, and for fafhion's Sake ; ' of ra¬

ther we read and pronounce our Prayers aloud, which is

no better than an hypocritical Shew of Devotion : And I

am fcandalized to fee a Man make the Sign of the Crofs

thrice at the Benedkite, and as often at another's faying

Grace, (and the more, becaufe it is a Sign I have in great

Veneration and conftant Ufe upon folemn Occafions) and

to dedicate all the other Hours of the Day to Afts of Malice,
Avarice, and Injuftice ; one Hour to God, the reft to the

Devil, as if by Commutation and Confent . 'Tis a Won-
der to me, Actions fo various in themfelves, fucceed one

another with fuch an Uniformity of Method , as not to in-

terfere, nor fufFer any Alteration, even upon the very Con-

fines and Paffes from the one to the other . What aprodi-

gious Confcience muH that be, that can be at Quiet within

itfelf, whilil it harbours under the fame Roof, with fo agree-

ing and fo calm aSociety , both the Crime and theJudge ?

A Man whofe whole Meditation is continually working

upon nothing but Impurity , which he knows to be fo odi-

ous to Almighty God , what can he faywhen he comes to

fpeak to him ? He reforms, but immediately falls into a

Relapfe. If the Objeft of the Divine Juftice, and the
Prefence of his Maker , did, as he pretends, ltrike and chaf-

tife his Soul, how fhort foever the Repentance might be, the

very Fear of oftending that infinite Majefty, would fo often

prefent itfelf to his Imagination , that he would foon fee
himfelf Matter of thofeVices that are moft natural and ha-

bitual in him . But what mall we fay of thofe who fettle

their whole Courfe of Life upon t̂heProfit and Emolument

of Sins which they know to be mortal ? How maay Trades

and Vocations have we admitted and countenanced amongft
C c 4 US,
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us.whofe very Effence is vicious ? And he that opening him-
felf to me voluntarily told me,That he had all his Life-time
profefled and pradlifed a Religion , inhisOpinion , damnable
and contrary to that which he had in hisHeart , only to pre-
ferve his Credit and the Honour of his Employments , how
could his Courage h ffer fo infamous a Confeffion ? What can
Men fay to the Öivine Juftice upon thisSubjedt ? TheirRe-
pentance confifting in a vifible and manifeft Reformation
andReftitution , they lofe the Colourof alledging it both to
God and Man . Are they fo impudent as to lue for Rennt
fion without Satisfaöion , and without Penitency or Re-
morfe ? Ilook upon theleas in the fameCondition with the
firft : But the Obftinacy is not there fo eafy to be overcome.
This Contrariety and Volubility of Opinion , fo fudden and
violent , as they pretend , is a Kin,d of Miracle to ine.
They prefept us with the State of an indigeftible Anxietyand Doubtfulnefs of Mind . It feemed to me a fantaftick
and ridiculousImagination in thofe , who , thefe late Years
paft , ufed to reproach every Man whom they knewto be of
any extraordmary Parts , and , at the fame Time , made
Profellion of the Roman Cathalick Religion, that it was but
outwardly ; maintaining,moreover , to do hi,m Honour for-
footh , that whatever he might pretend to the con'trary , he
could not but in his Heart be of their reformed Opinion.
An untoward Difeafe , that a Man ftiould be fo rivetted to
his own Belief , as to fancy , that no Man can believe other-
wife than as he does ; and yet vvorfe in this , that they
fhould entertain fo vicious an Opinion of fuch Parts as to
think , that any Man foqualified , fhould prefer any prefent
Advantage of Fortune , before the Promifes of eternal Life,
and the Means of eternal Salvation . They may believe
me : Could any thing have tempted my Youth , the Am¬
bition of the banger and DifHcutties in the late Commo-
tions , had not been the leaft Motives.

It is not without very good R'eafon , in my Opinion , that
the Church interdids the promifcuous , indifcreet , and irre-
verent Ufe of the Holy and Divine Pj 'alms, with which
the Holy Ghoft infpired King Da -vid . We ought not to
mix God in our Aftions , but with the higheft Reverence
and Caution . That Poefy is too facred to be put to no
pther Ufe than to exercife the Lungs , and to delight our

Ears.
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Ears. It ought to come from the Sou], and not frcm the
Tongue. It is not fit that a 'Prentice in his Shop, amongit
hisvain and frivolous Thoughts , fhould be permitted to pafs
away his Time , and divert himfelfwith fuch facred Things.
Neither is it decent to fee the Holy Bible, the Rule of our
VVorfhip and Belief, tumbled up and down a Hall , or a
Kitchen. They were formerly Myfteries, but are now be-
come Sports and Recreations. ' Tis a Book too ferious and
too venerable to be curforily or flightly turned over. The
Reading of the Scripture ought to be a temperate and pre-
meditated Act, and to which Men fhould always add this
devout Preface, Sur/um Corda, preparing even the Body to
fohumbleand compofed a Geftureand Countenanceas fhall
evidence their Veneration and Attention . Neither is it a

Book for every one to fift, but the Study of feleft Men fet
apart for that Purpofe, and whom Almighty God has been
pleafed to call to that Office and facred Function : The
Wicked and Ignorant blemifh and deprave it . ' Tis not a
Story to teil, but a Hiftory tofear and adore. Are not they
then pleafant Men, who think they have render'd this fit
for the People's handling , by tranflating it into the Vul¬
gär Tongue ? Does the underftanding of all therein con-
tain'd only ftick at Words ? Shall I venture to fay farther,
that by coming fo near to underftand a little , they are much
widtr of the vvhole Scope than before. A total Ignorance,
andvvholly depending upon the Expofition of other quali-
fy'd Perfons, was more knowing and falutary than this vain
and verbal Knowledge , which has only prov'd the Nurfe of
Temerity and Prefumption . And I do farther believe, that
the Liberty every one hastaken todifperfe the facred Writ
into fo many Idioms, carries with it a greatdeal more of
Danger than Utility . The Jenvs , Mahometans, and almoll
all others, have efpoufed and reverenced the Language
wherein their Laws and Myfteries werefirft conceiv'd, and
haveexprefly, and notwithout Colour of Reafon, forbid
the Verfion or Alteration of them into any other . Are we
affur'd, that \x\ Bifcay and vaBrittany , there are competent
Judges enough of this Aftair, to efläblifh thisTranflation
into their own Language ? Why the univerfal Church has
sota more difficult and folemn Judgment to make . One
of ourGreekHiftorians does juftly aceufe the Age he liv'd

in,
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in , for that the Secrets of the Chrißian Religionweredifper-
fed into theHands ofevery Mechanick , toexpound andar-
gue upon according to his own Fancy ; and that we ought
to be much afham'd, we, who by God's efpecial Favour
enjoy the pureft Myfteries of Piety, tofuffer them tobepro-
fan'd by the ignorant Rabble ; confidering, that the Gen-
iilesexprefly forbad Socrates, Plato, and the other Sages, to
enquire into, or fo much as to mention the Things com-
mitted only to the Priefts of Delpbas; faying moreover, that
the Fadtions of Princes, upon theological Accounts, are not
arm 'd with Zeal , but Fury ; that Zeal fprings from the di-
vineWifdom andjuitice , and governs itfelf with Prudence
and Moderation ; but degenerates into Hatred and Envy,
producing Tares and Nettles , inftead of Com and Wine,
when condudted by human Paffions. And it was truly faid
cf another , who advifing the Emperor Theodoßus, told him,
That Difputes did not fo much rock the Schifms of the
Church afleep, as it rouz'd and animated Herefies. That
therefore all Contentions and logical Difputations were to
be avoided, and Men abfolutely to acquiefce in the Pre-
fcriptions and Formula 's of Faith , eftablifh'd by the An-
cients . And the Emperor Andronictts, having over-heard
fomegreat Men at high Words in his Palace with Lopodhu,
about a Point of ours of great Importance , gave them fo
fevere a Check , as to threaten to caufe them to be thrown
into the River if they did not defift. The very Women and
Children , now-a-days, take upon them to document the
oldeft and moft experienc 'd Men about the Ecclefiaftical
Isaws : Whereas the firft of thofe of Plato forbids them to
enquire fo much as into the Civil Laws ; which were to
ftand inftead of divine Ordinances : And allowing the old
Men to confer amongft themfelves, orwith the Magiftrate,
about thofe Things , he adds, provided it be not in the Pro
fence of young or profane Perfons. A Bifhop has left in
Writing , that , at the other End of the World , there is an
Ifle by the Ancients call'd Dioßorides, abundantly fertilein
all Sortsof Trees and Fruits, andof an exceedinghealthful
Air ; the Inhabitants of which are Chrißians, having
Churches and Altars only adorn'd with Crucifixes, without
any other Images ; great Obfervers ofFafts andFeafts;
exaä Payers of their Tythes to the Prien. ; and fo chafte,
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that nöne of them are permitted to have to do with more

than one Woman in his Life : As to the reft, fo content

with their Condition , that , environ'd with the Sea, they

know nothing of Navigation ; and fo fimple, that they un-

derftand not one Syllable of the Religion they profefs, and

wherein they are fo devout. A Thing incredible to fuch

as do not know, that the Pagans, who are fo zealous Ido-

laters, know nothing more of their Gods, than their bare

Names and their Statues. The ancient Beginning of Mena~

lijfus, a Tragedy of Euripides, ran thus ;

Jupiter , for that Name alone,
Of what thou art , to me is known.

I have known alfo, in my Time , fome Men' s Writings

found Fault with , for being purely human and philofophi-

cal, without any Mixture of Divinity ; and yet whoever

fliould, on the contrary fay, that divine Doftrine , as Queen

and Regent of the reft, better , and with greater Decency,

keeps her State apart : That fhe ought to be Sovereign

throughout, not Subfidiary and SafFragan: And that , per-

adventure, Grammatical , Rhetorical , and Logical Exam-

ples, may elfewhere be more fuitably chofen, and alfo the

Arguments for tHe Stage and publick Entertainments , than

from fo facred a Matter : That divine Reafons are confi-

der'd with greater Veneration and Attention , when by

themfelves, and in their own proper Stile, than when mix 'd

with.and adapted to, human Difcourfes: That it is a Fault

much more often obferv' d, that the Divines write too hu-

manly, than that the Humanilts write not theologically e-

nough : Philofophy , fays St. Chryfiftom, has long been ba-

nüh'd the holy Schools, as anHand -maid altogetherufelefs

and thought unworthy to peep, fo much as in paffing by

the Door, into the Sacrifice of the divine Doftrine : And

that the human Way of fpeaking is of a much lower Form,

and ought not to ferve herfelf with the Dignity and Ma-

jefty of divine Eloquence. I fay, whoever, on the con¬

trary, fhould object againft all this , would not be without

Reafon on his Side. Let who will , Vtrbis lndifcipltnatis,

talk of Fortune, Deftiny, Accident, good and evil Hap,

and other fuch like Phrafes, according to his own Humour;
I, for
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I , for my Part , propofe Fancies merely human , and
merely ray own , and that fimply , as human Fancies, and
feparately confider ' d, not as determin 'd by an Arreft from
Heaven , or incapable of Doubt or Diipute . Matter of
Opinion , not Matter of Faith . Things which I difcourfe
of according to my own Capacity , not what I beh'eve ac-
cording to God ; which alfo I do after a Laical , not Cleri-
cal , and yet always after a very religious Manner . And it
were as rational to affirm , That an Edi £r, enjoining all
People , but fuch as are public Profeffors of Divinity , to
be very referv 'd in writing of Religion , would carry with
it a very good Colour of Utility and Juftice , and nie, a-
mongft the reft , to hold my prating . I have been told,that even thofe who are not of our Church , do neverthe-
lefs , amongft themfelves , expreily forbid the Name of God
to be us'd in common Difcourfe ; not fo much as by way
of Interjcftion , Exclamation , Affertion of a Truth , or
Comparifon ; and I think them in the right . And upon
what Occafion foever we call upon God to accompany and
afEft us, it ought always to be done with the greateft Re-
verence and Devotion . There is , as I remember , a Paffage
in Xenophon, where he teils us, that we ought fo much the
more feldom to call upon God , by how much itis hard to
compofe our Souls to fuch a Degree of Calmnefs , Peni-
tency , and Devotion , as it ought to be in at fuch Time,
otherwife our Prayers are not only vain and fruitlefs , but
vicious in themfelves , Forgi-ve us (we fay) our Trefpaßei, as
•wefirgi 've them that trefpafs againfi us. What do we mean
by this Petition , but that we prefent him a Soul free
from all Rancour and Revenge ? And yet we make no¬
thing of invoking God ' s Afliftance in our Vices , and in-
viting him into our unjuft Defigns.

£hite nififeduäis nequeas committere divis *.

Which only to the Gods a-part,
Thou halt the Impudcnce to impart.

The covetousMan prays for the Converfation of his fuper-
fluous, and , peradventure , ill -got Riehes ; the Ambitious,

Per/ . Sat . 2.
for
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for Vi£tory , and the Conduü of his Fortune : The Thief
calls God to his Affiftance , to deliver him from the Dan¬
gers and Difficulties that obftruft his wicked Defigns ; or
retums him Thanks for the Facility he has met with in
robbing a poor Peafant . At the Door of the Houfe they
are going to ftorm , or break into by Force of a Pelarre,
they fall to Prayers for Succefs , having their Inftruüion
and Hopes füll of Cruelty , Avarice , and Lull.

Hoc ipfum quo tu Jomis aurem impellere tentas,
Die agedum Staio, pro Jupiter , o bone clamet,
Jupiter , at fefe non clamet Jupiter ipfe * .

The Pray ' rs with which thou doli aflault Jove \ Ear,
Repeat to Status , whom thou foon wilt hear.
But Jupiter , good Jupiter , exclaim :
But Jupiter exclaims not.

Marguarette , Queen of Navarre , teils of a young Prince
(whom though fhe does not name , is eafily enough , by his
great Quality , to be known, ) who going upon an amo-
rous Affignation to lye with an Advocate 's Wife of Paris,
his Way thither being through a Church , he never pafs' d
that holy Place , going to or returning from this godly
Exercife, but he always kneel 'd down to pray ; in what
he would implore the divine Favour , his Soul being fuil
of fuch virtuous Meditations , I leave others to judge ;
which neverthelefs , fhe inftances for a Teftimony of fin-
gular Devotion . But it is by this Proof only , that a Man
may conclude few Men very fit to treat of Theological
Affairs. A true Prayer , and religious reconciling of our-
ourfelves to Almighty God , cannot enter into an impure
Soul, and at the very lnftant fubjefted to the very Domi¬
nion of Satan . He who calls God to his Affiftance , whilft
in a Habit of Vice , does , as if a Cut -purfe fhould call a
Magiftrate to help him , or like thofe who introduce the
Name of God to the Atteftation of a Lie.

lacifo mala mota ßtfurro
Concipimus\ .

* Per/ . Sat . 2.
3
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In Whifpers we guilty Prayers do make.

There are few Men who dürft publifli to the World the
Prayers they make to Almighty God.

Haud cuimis promptum efl, murmurque humilefque fufurroi
Tollere de Tempiis, £ff aperto-vivere <voto*.

'Tis not convenient for every one
To bring the Pray ' r he mutters over there,
Out of the Temple to the publick Ear.

And this is the Reafon why the Pßbagoreans would have
them always public, to be heard by every one, to the
End they might not prefer indecent or unjuit Petitions,
as he did, who hearing

Cläre cum dixit, Apollo,
Labra movet metuens audiri ; pulchra La-verna,
Da mihi fallere , da jufium, fanSumque <videri,
NoiJem peccatisffffraudibus objice nubem\ .

ApollJs, Name pronounc'd aloud for fear
Any his Oraifon 's fhould over -hear,
Mutter 'd betwixt his Teeth , Lavema great,
Grant ine the Talent to deceive and cheat
All I (hall have to do with ev'ry where,
Yet all the while holy and juft appear,
And from the Sight of Men be pleas'd to fhroud
My Sins with Night , Frauds with a fable Cloud.

The God did feverely punifli the wicked Prayers of Oedt-
pus, in gränting them : He had pray'd that his Children
might amongft themfelves determine the Succeffion tö his
Throne by Arms ; and was fo miferable, as to fee himfelf
taken at his Word . We are not to pray, that all Things
may go -as we would have them , but as moft conducing
to the Good of the World ; and we are not in our Prayers

* Per/ . Sac. z . % Hör. I. I . Epiß. 10.
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to obey our Wills , but Prudence . We feem in truth , to

make ufe of our Prayers, as a kind of Gibberißi , and

as thofe do who employ holy Words about Sorceries and

magical Operations : And as if I made account , the Bene-

fit we are to reap from them , depended upon the Contex-

ture, Sound and Gingle of Words, or upon the compofing
of the Countenance . For having the Soul contaminated

with Concupifcence, not touch'd with Repentance, or

comforted by any late Reconciliation with Almighty God,

we go to prefent hira fuch Words as the Memory fuggefti

to the Tongue, and hope from thence to retain the Re-

miffion of our Siiis. There is nothing fo eafy, fo fweet

and fo favourable, as the divine Law : She calls and in-

vites us to her, guilty and abominable as we are ; Extends
her Arms, and receives us into her Bofom, as foul and

polluted as we at prefent are, and are for the future to be.

But then in Return , we are to look upon her with a re-

fpeftive, and a graceful Eye, we are to receive this Pardon

with all imaginable Gratitude and Submiffion, and, for
(hat Inftant at leaft, wherein we addrefs ourfelves to her,

to have the Soul fenfible of the Evils we have committed,
aad at Defiance with thofe Paflions, that feduc'd her to

öffend, for neither the Gods, nor good Men (fays Pinto)

will accept the Prefent of a wicked Man.

lmmunis aramß tetigit manus,
Non fimptuofa blandior hoßia
Molli'vit averfos Penates,
Farre pio, & Jaliente mica*

The pious Off' ring of a Piece of Bread,
If by a pure Hand on the Altar laid,
Than coftly Hecatombs , will better pleafe
Th ' offended Gods, and their juft Wrath appeafe.

* Her. I. 3. Odt 23.
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C H A P. LVII.

Of Age.

ICannot approve of the Proportion we fetfle upon our-
felves, and the Space we allot to the Diiration of Life.

1 fee that the wife contraft it very much, in Comparifon
of the common Opinion. What (faid the younger Cato
to thofe who would üay his Hand from killing himfelf,)
am I now of an Age to be reproach 'd, that I go out of
the World too foon ? And yet he was but eight and forty
Years old . He thought that to be a mature and compe-
tent Age, confidering how few arrive to it , and fuch as
foothing their Thoughts with I know not what Courfe of
Nature , promife to themfelves fome Years beyond it, could
they be privileg'd from the infinite Number of Accidents
to which they are by natural Subjeftion expos'd, might
have fome Reafon to do fo. What an idle Conceit it is,
to expeä to die of a Decay of Strength , which is the Mt
Effects of the extremeft Age, and to propofe to ourfelves
no fhorter Leafe of Life than that , confidering it is a kind
of Death of all others the moft rare, and very hardly
feen ? We call that only a natural Death , as if it vvere
contrary to Nature , to fee a Man break his Neck witha
Fall , be drown'd in Shipwreck , or fnatch'd away witha
Pleurify, or the Plague, and , as if our ordinary Condition
of Life did not expoie us to thefe Jnconveniencies. Let üs
no more flatter ourfelves with thefe fine founding Words:
We ought rather at a Venture , to call that natural , which
is common and uriiverfal. To die of old Age, is a Death
rare, extraordinary and fingular, and therefore fo much
lefs natural than the others : ' Tis the laft and extremeft
fort of dying : And the more remote, the lefs to be hop'd
for. It is indeed the Boundary of Life , beyond which we
are not to pafs : Which the Law of Nature has pitch'd
for a Limit , not to be exceeded : But to laft tili then, is



0/ Age.
withal aPrivilege flie israrely feen to give us. 'Tis a Leäfe
fhe only figns by particular Pavour, and it may be, to one
only, in the Space of two or three Ages; and then with a
Pafs to boot, to carry him through all the Traverfes and
Difficulties, (he has ftrewed in the Way of this long Ca-
reer. And therefore my Opinion is, that when once forty
Years old, we fhould confider it as an Age to which very
few arrive : For feeing that Men do not ufually proceed fo
hi , it is a Sign that we are pretty well advanced, and fince
we have exceeded the ordinary Bounds, which make the
juft Meafure of Life, we ought not to expeft to go much
farther; having efcaped fo many Precipices of Death,
whereinto we have feen fo many otherMen fall, we fhould
acknowledge, that fo extraordinary a Fortune, as that
which has hitherto refcued us from thofe imminent Perils,
and kept us alive beyond the ordinaryTerm of Living , is
not likely to continue long . 'Tis a Fault in our very Laws, to
maintain this Error,That a Man is not capable of managing
his own Eftate ' tili he be five and twenty Years old, where-
as he will have much ado to manage his Life fo long . Au-
influscut off five Years from the ancient RomanStandard,
and declared that thirty Years old was fufficient for a Judge.
Strviuj Tulliusfuperfeded the Knights of above feven and

! forty Years of Age, from the Fatigues of War : Auguflns
I difmifled them at forty-five: Though methinks it feems a
j little unlikely , that Men fhould be fent to the Fire-fide
: tili five and fifty, or fixty Years of Age. I fhould be of

Opinion, that both our Vacancy and Employment fhould
I be as far as poffible extended for the publick Good : But I
; find the Faulton the otherSide , that they do not employ
i us early enough . This Emperor was Arbiter of the whole
| World at nineteen, and yet would have a Man to be thirty,
j before he could be fit to bear Office in the Commonwealth .-

For my Part I believe our Souls are adult at twenty,
fuch as they are ever like to be, and as capable then as ever.
A Soul that has not by that time given evident Earneft of.
it'sForce and Virtue , will never after come to Proof. Na¬
tural Parts and Excellencies produce, what they have of vi-
gorous and fine, within that Term or never.

Of all the great human Aftions I ever heard , or read
of, of what Sort foever, I have obferved, both in former

Vol . L Dd , Ages,
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Ages, and our own, more performed before the Age of
thirty * than after : And oft-times in the very Lives of
the fame Men, May I not confidently inftance in thofe of
Hannibal, and his great Competitor Scipio? The better Half
of their Lives, they lived upon theGlory they had acquired
in their Youth ; great Men after, ' eis true, in Comparifon
of others ; but by no Means in Comparifon of themfelves.
As to my own Particular , I do certainly believe, that fince
that Age, both my Underftanding , and my Conititution,
have rather decay'd, than improv'd, and retir 'd, rather
than advanc'd. ' Tis poffible, that vvith thofe who make
the bell Ufe of their Time , Knowledge and Experience
may grow Up and increafe with their Years ; but the
Vivacity, Quicknefs and Steadinefs, and other Pieces of
us, of much greater Importance, and much more effenti-
ally our own, languifh and decay,

JJbi jam walidis quajfatum eß viribus tsvi
Corpus, & oblußs ceciderunt viribus artus,
Claudicat ingenium, delirat linguaqus menfqae*.

When once the Body's ffiaken by Time 's Rage,
The Blood and Vigour ebbing into Age,
The Judgment then halts upon either Hip,
The Mind does doat, Tongue into Nonfenfe trip.

Sometimes the Body firß: fubmits to Age, fometimes the
Soul, and I have feen Men enough who had got a Weak-
nefs in their Brains, before either in their Harns or Sto-
mach : And by how much the more, it is a Difeafe of no
great Pain to the infeäed Party, and of obfeure Symptoms,
fo much greater the Danger is. And for this Reafon it is,
that I complain of our Laws, not that they keep us too
long to our Work , but that they fet us to work too late.
For the Frailty of Life and the many natural and acciden-
talRubs to which it isobnoxious and daily expofed: Birth,
though noble, ought not to fhare fo large a Vacancy, and
fo tedious a Courle of Education.

* Lucret. /. 3.

The End of the First Book,
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