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do ; as alfo that there is none who can give it that Spisi
and Life your Ladyfhip does, by that incom parable Voic

™

Nature has added to your other Perfections ; you will find,

MonT AYGNE’s. Effays.

Wadam, that thefe Verfes deferve your Efteem, and il §

I dare fay, concur with me in this, that Gajcony nevr
yielded more Invention, finer Expreffion, or any
more evidently fhew themfelves to have flowed from 2

mafterly Hand :- Be not jealous then that you have buftié §

Remainder of what I pnblii’hed {ome Years fince, un
the Name of Monfieur de Foix, your'brave Kinfman;

certainly thefe have {omething in them more fpritey 8

and luxuriant, as being writ In a greencr Youth, 4t
enflamed with that noble Ardour which I will tell yor
Ladythip in your Ear. The other we :

he was a Suitor in the Honour of his Wile, already relils
ing T know not what matrimonial Coldnefs And Ift‘
my Part, Iam of the fame Opinion with thofe who hod
thiit Poefy appears no where fo gay; as-in a wanion i
irregular Subjedt.

']

I = . ¥ ' d s ot B
Thefe nine and fwventy Sonnets that avere ff{f?f'hib:r:, i

[fince printed avith bis otber Waorks.
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= 2 . . flves it

f Handling, corrupt Things thatin themielt®
laudable and good : We may grafp Virtue 10 hard,d“,,_
= > Wi

[}! S if we had an infe&ious Touch, we, by C’”rMa'T'EL.
Q

. i

becomes vicious, if we embrace it too ftreight, and %~
- > - b b e ror A1
too violent a Defire.  Thofe who fay, thereis ever
Fxcefs in Virtue, forafmuch as it is no Virtue, ¥ i
once becomes Excefs, only play upon Words.
Infani fapiens nomen férat; @quits inigut,

T nt . e ' *
Ultra quam fatis ¢ff, wirtutem fipetat ipfam
i
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) ne Wife for Mad, the ]L.f’r for {,mvﬂ; pafs,
When more than needs, ev'n Virtue they embrace.

This is a fubtle Confideration in Philofophy. A Manmay
both be too much in Love with Virtue, .Lnd be exceffive
najult AGtion. Holy Writ 2 agfees x.ztn th:s, Be not awifer
ffm Jou feouid ; but be foberly wife. I* have known a
great Man prejudice the Opinion Men ]1 Y i iTis Lo
of his Devotion by pretending to be devout 51:5, cw'_":
i:revunl all E‘(:ll’]"‘})zfq of others of his Con- 744%¢ .lm'l{,-
the third of
dition. I love temperate and moderate Na- F 4
ture. An im aniEraLC Zeal, even to that e
which is good, though it does not c?c;m, does aftonifh me,
and puts me to ftudy what Name to give it. Neither Lhe
Mothr:r of Panﬁzrzm, who was the ﬂriu Impeacher of her
Son, and threw the firft Stone towards his Death ; nor
Poffbumus the Diator, who put his Son to Death, whom
the Ardour of Youth had for ttnately pufht upon the Emmv
a little more advanced than the reft 0* his t:qmdron ap-
bear to me altogether as ftrang ge; and I fhould neither ad-

-

;J{e nor like to follow, a2 Virtue {o I:u"‘-.-:-*s in-1tfelf, and
that cofts fo dear. ‘T'he Archer that fhoots over miffes as
well as he that falls ,p\,”, and ’tis ::-.ym?iy troui;-l{;ib; to
I]!\-"“iight GJGO' UE‘!LLt H”.U_‘I ‘ﬂnlt, and ta:]\_.l i (nr}ﬂ ni rm.

a Gﬂl‘n. r.xb"f‘* C.-Ra’fsfﬂf n P,,:,’) J-IJ.-"\? T h"'l l.u'.,‘}.“lu.;ﬂ'll.

of P} Jroioph} is h.nhu , and ““xm not to dive into it be-
yond the [ Limits of Pm:ct, that taken ﬂ?(‘aa.-.‘j{-i;t.]_)', it is
pleafant and ufeful 5 but that in the End, it renders a Man
bratith and vicious : ; aContemner of If. ig_ir n and the com-

mon Laws ; an 1_.r|e~*1_ to civil k.,(‘“\.ti{i.’“c}l—‘ and all human
Pledurts lnmp”“'t" of all publ cl e Adm 111_'1'::;;0*1; unfit
either to affift othe I8, or to relieve himfelf; and a fit Object
for all Sorts of InjL"‘tS and Af};:; “_, without Remed
Satisfa@ion - He fays true, for n1 8, i
nawral Freedom, and by an imper
out of the fair 2 I]Ll beaten ”'r"” t:'ll
for s,

The Love we bear to our \
yet Thceiagf think ﬁL to curb and reftrait

member, [ have read in one Place of St. Thomas of Aguing
Where he condemns Marriage within any of the forb 'd den
(gk. Degr

r_..—:..;-
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220 MonTA1GNE"s Effays.

Degrees, for this Reafon, amongf others, tha 1t there is fome
Danger, left the Frie ndthip a Man bears to fuch 2 Wonw
Thould be immoderate s for if the conjugal Affection befil §
gllld, perfect betwixt them, asought to be, and thatith |
over and above furcharged with that of Kindred too.t}m _
isno Doubt butfuch an Addition willcarry the Hufbandbe
yond the Bounds of Reafon. T hofe Sciences that reguhe
the Manners of Men, Divinity and Philofophy, mlll‘w
a Saying to everv Thing. There is no Aétion fo privat §
that can efcape their In{pedtion and Tuufdl&mr bl[thﬂj .
are beit t'mﬂlt who are beft able to cenfure and cind
cheir own Liberty. *Tis the Women that expofe theirN
dities over fu,c,.., upon the Account of Pleafure, thoug hit
the Neceflities of Ph*, fick and Chirurgery, thL}‘ are moltly
and more referved. 1 will therefore, in Lhe r Behalf, text §
the Hu ﬂxunﬁfg ‘.}mr is, {L'ch as are too extravagan it and e
fual in “:t Exercife of the matrimonial Lury, this Leflo, §
that the very Pleafures they uj y in the Society of toei §
Wives, at € ‘Lf oachable, if immoderate, and chat alice
sious and riotous Abufe of them, ate Faults, as reprovelt
here, as ille g. timate and adulterous Pra Gices. Thofei
modeft and debauched Tricks and Poftures, that the fr
Ardour fuggefts tous in this Affair, are not only indecenl]
but 1nconv Lmtntly praétifed upon our Wives. Let thee
at leaft learn Inspvduu} from another Hand; v.hC)' ?Jw
ns: s ready enough for our bulmm.. and J, for my Part ¥
ways went the F‘lr.l“ Way to wo ork. Marriage 152 10EI-—
';;11".1 ligious lh,;anutml *ma,thelj 1Iu]c:m,u.t'..'tm-
nce fhould be a fober and ferious De =light, and o2
with a certain Kin d of Gravity ; it fhould be a ml‘dﬂ'i i
creet and confcientious F ]L.lrL[I‘E And being that the c]
End of it is Generation, fome make ¢ Queftion whetlf
when Men are out of Hopes of that Fruit, as W hen the |
Wives are iupul‘nmu:mi or already with Child , it belir
ful to lye with them. *Tis Homi cide, ‘.ccmdmg to Pl
and u_xtcnn Nations (the Mabometan amongft Gt’lﬂf“}“h'ﬂr
nate all (.uxgurc%'cn with Women with Child, and®
alfo, with thofe who 11:3 unclean.  Zendbia would
2 L..n“ her Hufband for more than one Encounter ¢
which fhe left him to his own Swing for the whole T

i
f her Conception, and not till after “that, would any ™"}
n:uw
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Of Moderation. 221

recicve him : A brave Example of conjugal Continency.
It was doubtlefs from fome lafcivious Poet, and one that
himfelf was in great Diftrefs for a little of this Sport, that
Platoborrowed thisStory ; that fupiter wasone Day {o hot
upon his Wife, that not having fo much Patience, as ’till
fhe conld get to the Couch, he threw her upon the Floor,
where the Vehemency of Pleafure made him forget the
great and important Refolutions he had but newly taken
with the reft of the Gods, in his cceleftial Council; and
to brag,. that he had had as good a Bout as when he got
her Maidenhead unknown to her Parents. ‘The Kings of
Perfiz were wont to invite their Wives to the Beginning of
their Feftivals; but when the Wine began to work in good
Earneft,and that they were to givetheReins to Pleafure, they
fent them back to their private Apartment, that they might
not participate of their immoderate Lult, fending for other
Women in their Stead, with whom they were not obliged
to fo great a Decorum of Refpe&. All Pleafures, and all
Sorts of Gratifications, are not properly and fitly conferred
upon all Sorts of Perfons. Epaminondas had committed a
young Man for certain Debauaches; for whom P Iopidas me-
diated, that at his Requeft he might be fet at Liberty,which,
notwithftanding the great Underftanding betwixt them,
Epaminondas refolutely denied to him, but granted it at the
firft Word to a Wench of his, who made the fame Intercef-
fion ; faying, that it wasa Gratification fit for {uch a one as
fhe, but not for a Captain. Sophocles being joint Prator
With Pericles, feeing accidentally a fine Boy pafs by, O!
what a delicate Boy is that, faid he: Ay, that were a Prize,
anfwered Peric/es, for any other than a Przetor, who ought
not only to have his Hands, but his Eyes chafte. E/ius Ve-
rus the Emperor, anfwered his Wite, who reproached him
with his Love to other Women, That he did it upon a con-
fcientions Account, inafmuch as Marriage was a Name of
Honour and Dignity, not of wanton and lafcivions Defire.
ﬂjf‘d our Ecclefiaftical Hiftory preferves the Memory of that
Woman in greatV eneration,who parted from her Hufband,
becaule fhe would not comply with his indecent and inor-
dinate Defire. In fine, there is no fo juft and lawful Pleafure,
Wwherein theIntemperanceandExcefsis not to be condemned.
But to fpeak the T'ruth, is not Man a moft miferable Crea-

ture the while ? It is fearce, by his natural Condition, in

(.l_} his
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his Power to taite one Pleafure pure and entire; andj
he muft be contriving Dottrines and Precepts, to curwﬂ
¢hat little he has; he i ot yet wretched enough unlefsby B
Art and Study he augments his own Mifery.
Fortunz ?:z,fﬁ?ra.r anximus arte vias *.
We with Misfortune *gainit ourfelves take Part,
And our own Miferies encreafe by Art. -

Human Wifdom makes as ill Ufe of her Talent,whenf:
exercifes it in refcinding from the Number and Sweetneh
of thofe Pleafures that are naturally our Due, asfheen
ploys it favourably and well, in artificially difguifinga
tricking out the Iils of Life, to alleviate the Senfe of thn,
Had Iruledtl eRoalt, Ii'noum have taken another, and mo
natural Courfe,which, to {a y the IZ'_.L;I is both commodits
'm& {acred,an uinoulu.pt‘! lventure, have been .1L,1ttt}l‘n- .

Iimited it tr}(" Notwithftanding that both our iplr'mn ant
corporal Phyficians, as by Compa¢t betwixt themfelves, ot
find no other Way to cure, nor or}‘L, Remedy for thelof: |
mities of the Body and the Soul, than w ‘hat 15 O‘E-E‘I“f
worfe than the Difeafe, by tmmcrth o us more, and [
adding to our Mifery and Pain. To this End Watchi
Faftings, Hair fhirts, remote and folitary Baniflme
perpetual Imprifonments, W }np- and other Aftiction
have been introduced amongft Men: But fo, that the B
fhould czlrr} ~a Sting with Ek:s:m, and be real 491 1Etion
indeed ; and not u” {0 25 it once did to one Gaflin, Wi
having been fent a1
not ]t}[.‘:_.f a '-'Zf.’“' I'“]..'}

ile into the Ifle of Lefbos, Newsiig
_‘.’ij t to Rome, that he thc,r:: lived asmet
vy as the Day waslong; and that what had been enjoiml
him for a Penance turned to his Hifnarut}’leah‘iu and 82t
faction: W hereupon the Sena i’f_ tho w”nt fit to reca 2| big
home' to his Wife and Family, and confine him to b
own Houfe, to accommodate their Pun |{h!“1f:1‘tt['0hlsrtfm'
and f'm}mhemlmﬂ For to him whom Fafting Wo

make more healthful asd more mrirus, and to h|'u
whofe Palate Fith was more acceptable than Flefh, it wosl

¥ Propert. L 3. Ele. 6, ol
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be no proper nor fanative Receipt 5 no more than in the
other Sort of Phyfick, where the Drugs h'We no Effeét
apon him who fw llows them with ﬁnpetite and Pleaf{ure
The Bitternefs of the Potion, and the Abhorrence of the
Patient, are meceffary Circumftances to the Operation.
The Nature that would eat Rhubarb like butter’d Turnips,
would fruftrate the Ufe and \-":"t'al of it; it muft be fome-
thing to trouble and diftur b the §romach, that muft purge
and core it:” And here the common LulL that Things are
cured bytheir Contraries, fails; for in this, one ill is cured
bv anothcr '1‘111% Bdid’ a l:tllu 1*c 'embles that oihu:r fo
SE]! murt nm ; an (3 pinjon u1.nm'erfdlly once rm,aw,d in all
Rcilgmn« and to Lma Day retained in {G“le For in-thefe
latter Times wherein 0”1 Fathers liv Ld, Amur. cz!}'? at the
taking of an J7hmus, 1mmoelated fix Hu indred young Greeks
to his Father’s Soul, in the Nature of a propitiatory Sacri-
fice for the Sins.of th: Deceafed. And in thofe new Coun-
tries difcovered in this Age of ours, which are pure, and
Virgins yet, in Compartfon of ours, this Praftice is in
fome Meafure every w hm received. All their Idols reek
with human Blood, not without warious Emmples of horrid
Cruelty. Some i.ht“ burn alive, and half broiled. take
them off the Coals to tear out their Hearts and Entrails ;
others even Women they flea alive, and ‘Jlth their bloody
okins clothe and difguife others. Neither are we wit hout
great Examples of Conftancy and Refolation in this Affair;
The poor Souls that are to be facrificed, old Men, 1“"_:11*1@'1,
and Children, going fome Days before to beg Alms for the
Offering of then Sa crifice, and fo finging and d.mcmg
}‘lu.,f"n‘ rhe;ﬁ felves to the Slaughter. The Ambaffadors of
the King of Mexic 9, ﬁttmg out to Fernands Cortex the Power
Anu(;lmtne{%o f their Mafter, after havingtold him that he
had t thirty Vaflals, of which each was able to raife an hun-
drcd Thoufand fi ghting Men, and that he kept his Court
n the faireft and b‘,n fortified City under the Sun, added at
Iaft, that he was nf‘“gui yea 11) to offe 33 the Gods fifty Thou-
fand Men, ~ And it js confidently affirmed, that he main-
tiined a continual War with fome potent neighbouring
Nations, not only to keep the young Men in Exercife, but
r'l‘JCIﬂU», to have wherewithal m furnith his Sacrifices
with his Prifoners of War., Ata certain Town in another

O .-’ ..-uC
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Place, for the Welcome of the faid Cortex, they f{acrificed
fifty Men at once. I wi 11 1{:?1 you this one T.‘llti more, and
I have done ; i'c.i“.'.;' of thefe ir:p e being beaten’ by him,
{ent to compliment him, and to treat with him of a Peu,
whofe Meflengers ‘:u'ri(*d him three Sorts of Prci}nr‘
which they p (,“'.”.‘.ttll in thefe Terms: Behold, Lord, ben
are five Slaves, if thcau art a furious God lh“.t thﬁtipan
Flefth and Blood, eat thefe, and we will bring thee mor;
if thou art an affable God, behold here Incenfe and Fex
thers ; but if thou art a Man, take thefe Fowls and thel

Fruits that we have brought thee.

e

!;5

CE AP XXX
Of Cannibals.

(X 7HEN Pyrrbus K ing of Epirus inva ded f.’m‘u
,E‘,-zl‘.'i:‘.g viewed and {o {idered t]]r‘O der GI the

Army the Romans fent out to meet him : ; T kknownot, fand
he, what Kind of Barbarians (for {o the Greeks ca ylled
other Nations) thefe m y be; but the D]LC]FIIHB of thi
Army that I fee ha wothin o of Barbarity in it. ASJTIIJL
faid the Greels of 1 -urn DiTHiL qu{_}uf‘ﬂthl'fn theit
Country 3 ' ding, from-an 1 ‘minence, tie

at wh :.f.'

t P

Order and the I of the Reman Camp, led i
his Kingdom by Pu: us Galba, iid ke to the fam

how cautious Men ough
Truft from valgar C‘i‘-iﬂmﬁ'
and that we are r: judee by the Eye of Reafon, andid
from common }?u(;».' { have '_i-:.«:*.{!' had a Man mn
Houfe, that lived ten or twelve Years in th f.*new“C'd
difcovered in thefe latter Davs, and in that Part of it whet
¥ fr raipnon ]imc':.i which he ealled Anrariick Fram
! hJJ I‘J,.mvct‘y’ of fo ':-..JL a Country feems to be of ¥¢7)
great t Confideration ; and we are not fure, that hereaitd

anot} {o many wifer Men than we
ing been deceived in this. T am afraid our Eyesareb
cilies, and that we have more Lnrmﬁr}w i

{TTIL,

)"i‘ wh ]91‘] JT e
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