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Place, for the Welcome of the faid Cortex, they f{acrificed
fifty Men at once. I wi 11 1{:?1 you this one T.‘llti more, and
I have done ; i'c.i“.'.;' of thefe ir:p e being beaten’ by him,
{ent to compliment him, and to treat with him of a Peu,
whofe Meflengers ‘:u'ri(*d him three Sorts of Prci}nr‘
which they p (,“'.”.‘.ttll in thefe Terms: Behold, Lord, ben
are five Slaves, if thcau art a furious God lh“.t thﬁtipan
Flefth and Blood, eat thefe, and we will bring thee mor;
if thou art an affable God, behold here Incenfe and Fex
thers ; but if thou art a Man, take thefe Fowls and thel

Fruits that we have brought thee.
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Of Cannibals.

(X 7HEN Pyrrbus K ing of Epirus inva ded f.’m‘u
,E‘,-zl‘.'i:‘.g viewed and {o {idered t]]r‘O der GI the

Army the Romans fent out to meet him : ; T kknownot, fand
he, what Kind of Barbarians (for {o the Greeks ca ylled
other Nations) thefe m y be; but the D]LC]FIIHB of thi
Army that I fee ha wothin o of Barbarity in it. ASJTIIJL
faid the Greels of 1 -urn DiTHiL qu{_}uf‘ﬂthl'fn theit
Country 3 ' ding, from-an 1 ‘minence, tie

at wh :.f.'

t P

Order and the I of the Reman Camp, led i
his Kingdom by Pu: us Galba, iid ke to the fam

how cautious Men ough
Truft from valgar C‘i‘-iﬂmﬁ'
and that we are r: judee by the Eye of Reafon, andid
from common }?u(;».' { have '_i-:.«:*.{!' had a Man mn
Houfe, that lived ten or twelve Years in th f.*new“C'd
difcovered in thefe latter Davs, and in that Part of it whet
¥ fr raipnon ]imc':.i which he ealled Anrariick Fram
! hJJ I‘J,.mvct‘y’ of fo ':-..JL a Country feems to be of ¥¢7)
great t Confideration ; and we are not fure, that hereaitd

anot} {o many wifer Men than we
ing been deceived in this. T am afraid our Eyesareb
cilies, and that we have more Lnrmﬁr}w i
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Capacity ; for we grafp at all, but catch nothing but Air.
Plato brings in Solen, telling a Story that he had heard
from the Priefts of Sais in Agypt, that of old, and before
the Deluge, there was a great Iland call’d A#/antis, fituate
dire&®ly at the Mouth of the Streighit of Gébralter, which
contain’d more Ground than both Africk and 4fia put to-
gether; and that the Kings of that Country, who not
only poffeft that Ifle, but extended their Dominion fo far
into the Continent, that they had a Country as large as
Africk to Lgypt, and as long as Eurgpe to Tufcany, attempt.-
ed to encroach even upon 4fiz, and to {ubjugate all the Na-
tions that border upon the Mediterranean Sea, asfar as the
Gulph of Mare Maggiore ; and to that Effeé over-ran all
Spain, the Gauls, and Italy, {o" far as to penetrate into
Greece, where the Atbenians flopt the Torrent of their
Arms: But fome Time after, both the Athenians, they, and
their 1fiand, were {waliowed by the Flood.

Itis very likely, that this violent Irruption and Inun-
dation of Water made a wonderful Change, and ftrange
Alteration in the Habitations of the Earth: As ’tis {faid
that the Sea then divided Sicily from Iraly 5

Hec locavi quondam, & wafla convulla ruina

g , »
Diffiluiffe ferunt : cum protinus utrague tellus,
Una foret *.

*Tis faid thofe Places by the o’erbearing Flood,
"Too great and violent to be withftood,

Split, and was thus from one another rent,
Which were before one folid Continent.

Cyprus from Syria 3 the Ile of Negropont from the firm
Land of Barstia 3 and elfewhere, united Lands that were
feparate before, by filling up the Channel betwixt then
with Sand and Mud ;

——Sterilefgue diu palus, aptaque remis
Sterilefgue diu palus, aptaque rer
Ficinas urbes alit, & grave fentit aratrum .

¥ Virg, &n.l.3. + Horat. in drt. Poet.
Where
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Where fterile remigable Marfhes now
¥eed neighb’ring (,mes and admit the Plougk,
But there is no great . lp pearance, that this Ifle wasthi
new World fol [LIY difcover'd : For that almoft tou
upon § Spain, and it were an incredible Effect of an Inung
tion, to lmw. tumbled fo pr dlglo us a Mafs nbmemfu
}lunhlcd Leagues: Befi da: that, our modern T\ vigai
have already almoft difcover'd it to be no Iil lan d, Lu
Land, and Continent, \L-Ltn the Egf}- Indieson th
and with the Land under the two Poles on two oth
if it be feparated from them,’tis by fo narrow a Streightas
fo inconfiderable a Channel, that it never the more defens
the Name of an Ifland for that. It fhould feem, that inths
great Body, there are two Sorts of Motions, the one
ral, and the other febrifick, as there are in ours, Whetl
Eh:‘.i our River of Dordoign 'TEE
z he right Ba JL of it’s Deli Lem,
1 enty Years it h.‘i? -.u'.':'..d fo much, and unde
min'd the Foundation of fo many Houfes, 1 penu‘lflw
xtraordinary Agitation : - For had it alw: Hi{}non
this Courfe, or were ].f_!:L..ftL. to da it, the “'rm'ﬁ*&& of the
World would |
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be totally chﬂr;f;’d_ But Rivers alter ti
Courfe, fometimes D&.tmg againit the one Side, and fome:
times the other ; and fometimes quietly Lc:,pmtr the Char
nel; Tdonot t]."t"‘k of fudden Lmr"’atml 15, the Caufes
which every Bo \‘.. underftands, In 2ledoc, b” the Sea: fhore
the Sieur &2 drfac, my Brother, {ees an Eftate, he had thet
buried under ‘the Sands which the Sea vomits before i
where the Tops of fome Houfes are yet to be {een, and
where his Rents and Revenues are converted intopiti
ren Pafturage :"The Inl 1;41;1..11‘.: of which Place .‘ﬂ'lhf'“-
of late Years the Sea has driven fo vehemently upon them,
loft above fo ur Let guaes oi‘ L"nd Thet

m M‘*ng : 5

Jie ot i‘.t ri'ei‘tfmm, fum L‘LI Ltjum to \»m"l w'r:
'5 Di ico\erv of the new World, is in4r

hat little Book of unheard Miracles bf= h

i]m: certain Carthaginians, B
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Of Cannibals,

fuitful Iland, all cover’d over mr} Nood, and water'd
with feveral broad '1:1d f‘leen Rivers ; far remote from
all firm Land, and that they, and -tl rs after them, al-
lur'd by the Pleafan Ln:.i 1I'l|.1 Fertility of t‘me Soil, went
thither with their Wives and Chil Lhcr, and began toplam

il

2 Co h}n*;. . Bnt the Senate of Carthage, vifibly pf‘rcewu‘g
their People by little and little to grow thin, iffi’d out an
exprefs Prohibition, That no one, upon Pain of Death,
fhould tra anfport themfelves thither ; ‘and alfo drove out
thefe new Inhabitants ; fearir g, *tis faid, left in Procefs of
Time, they fhould fo mu]tlp.g , asto (up*ni:mr themfelves,
and ruin their State.  But this Relation of Ariffotle’s does
1o more agree with our new found Lands, than the other.
1L..M¢,n that I have isa plain ignerant Fellow, and there-
.me the more likely to tell Truth: For your L\ tter bred
Sort of Men are much more curious in their Obfervation.
'Tis true, they difcover a great deal more, but then they
glofs upon it, and to give . the greater Weight to what Lhe;;
deliver, and allure your Belief, they cannot forbear a little
to alter Hrt Story . T hey never Jt'nrtif.nt Things to you
1“31\ s they are, but rather as they ¢ ppc”rd to them, or
as they would have them appear to you, and to gain the
Reputation of Men of Tuagwc—rt and the better to induce
your Faith, are willing to help eut the Puﬁncfs with
fomethi ing more than is :':'.-.l'!y true, m their own Inven-
tion. Now in this Cafe we {hould ei n'-v have a Man of
that he has not

Irreproachable Veracity, or fimple, t
1
wherewithal to contrive and to give a Col lour of Truth to
i ol .
ialfe Relations, and that can have no Ends in forging an

Untruth. Such a one is mine; and befides, the lictle
S
L*

ufpicion the Man lyes under, he has divers Times thewed
me {everal S-:; nen and Merchants, that at the fame Time

went the fame Voyage, I'fhall therefore Conin,ht myf{elf
with his Inhj"rm:mm without enrrumrg what the Cofmo-
graphers fay to the Bufinefs. 'We fhould have Maps to
trace out to us the particular Places where they have b(-r:n;
but for havir ng had this Ad antage over us, to have {een
the B Holy _L ,nf_, L.._\ would E“".L the Pri
totell us Stories.of all the other Parts of the | World ud;cﬁ&
I would have every one write what he ]—:nu'.'.-':-'! and as much
as he L“Oh‘ but no p*ue; and that not in this only,
L‘Lt inall other Subjefls: Eor fuch a Perfon may have
fome

'_- epe ’cr-r{'_-r

-.-




228 MonTAIGNE"S Effays.

fome particular Knowledge and Experience of the Natu
of fuch a River ; or fuch a Fountain, that as tooth
Things knows no more than what every Body does, e
yet to Lu,p a Clutter with this little Pittance of his, ¥
undertake to write the whole Body of Phyficks : 'H i
from whence great Inconveniencies derive their On Jg|r.
Now, to return to my S.zbjec’c I find that there ism
thing barbarous and favage in this Nation, by any Thin
that I can g__ﬁ.tner. excepting, That every one givest
Title of Barbarity to P\'{u} }umg that is not in Ui
his own Country : As indeed we have no other Level of
Truth and Reafon, than the Example and Idea of t
'7 yinions and Cuftoms of the Place wherein we live. Thee
, there the perfeét Governmen,

h'd Ufance of all’ H'f:*

is ‘.cu':)r, the true Religior
and the moft exatt and

They are ::1\" ges at the fame Rate, that we {ay Froisa

wild, which Nature produces of herfelf, and h}; hurfu..

L JnJF'A”' Progrefs; whereasin T;‘LL_H, we ought rathers

- 1 ~

thofe w m‘h whofe Natures we have cn‘.ngd by ox
and diverted from the common Order. Inthof
. uine, moftufefuland patural V lit.ILL 1nd Properts
C"I'{"-;:"f'hi‘ﬂL'.H;-l“-_ d {pritely, which we have help'd tOL.eJLE‘
rate in thefe, by accommodating them to the Pieaiur&a'
oitrr own corrupted Palate. And yet for all ths, our Take

confeffesa Flavour and Delicacy, ‘excellent even toEmue
tion of the beft of ours, in feveral Fruits thofe CD:JE][I-L
‘.hotmd with, without Art or Culture; n’-;’ber is it reafon

ble, that Art fhould gain the Pre-eminence of our great an
powerful Mother, Nature. We have fo og}"ui“fl}

with the additional Ornamentsand Graces whi cn we haw
added to the Beauty and Riches of our ownW C-]'w“ by out
Inventions, that we have almoft frnother’d and cnu.Lh
her; and yet in other Places, where fhe fhines in her 0¥t
Purity, and proper Luftre, fhe firangely baffies and Ui
eraces all our vain and frivolous Attempts,

ft wveniunt hedere [ponte fua melius,
.ugu' (S in J;o.‘.;jn; ?;.*:Jfﬁ}‘ arbutus antris,
Et wolucres nulla dulcius arte canunt *.

b -

Propeat, . 1. Elec. 2.
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e The Ivy beft fpontaneoufly does thrive,

o Th’ Arbutus belt in {hady Caves does live,

R And Birds in their wild Notes their Throatsdo firetch

;;?"' With greater Art, than Art itfelf can teach. '

g Our utmoft Endeavours cannot arrive at fo much as to 11f
iy, imitate the Neft of the leaft of Birds, 1t’s Contexture, Gl e
Chig Queintnefs and Convenience : Not fo much as theWeb of s o
E{’r acontemptible Spider.  All Things, fays Plato, are produc’d L
e - either by Nature, by Fortune, or by Art; the greateft and 7
"E':E moﬁ beautiful by ic one, or thc'uther of the fon_m:r, the : .

o leaftand the moft imperfeét by the laft. Thefe Nations then 5
Tp : {eem to me to be fo far barbarous, as having receiv’d but il
e, very little Form and Fafhion from Art and human Invention, il
g and confequently, not much remote from their original Sim- et G
plicity. The Laws of Nature however govern them ftill, not o Sk
r&ﬂf as yet much vitiated with any Mixture of ours: But infuch ' ! l
he'“ Purity, that 1 am fometimes troubled we were no fooner
{'r:": acquainted with thefe People, and that they were not dif- {

e cover'd inthofe better Times, when there were Men much
Cr"‘:" more able to judge of them, than we are. I am forry that
A Lycurgus and Plato had no Knowledge of them; for to my

urer» Apprehenfion, what we now fee in thofe Natives, does not

e only furpafs all the Images with which the Poets have
rm] adorn’d the Golden Age, and all their Inventions in feign-
”,].U’,"‘ ing a happy State of Man ; but moreover the Fancy, and
11011»-; even the Wifh and Defire of Philofophy itfelf ; {fonative,
'f ?Lﬂ" and fo pure a Simplicity, as we by Experience fee to be

e i them, could never enter into their Imagination, nor
i could they ever believe that human Society could have
'?",‘E':L been maintain’d with fo little Artifice ; fhould I tell Plaso
SG“" that itis a Nation wherein thereis no Manner of T'raffick,

| di ng lipnvf-ledge of Letters, no Scien_cerof Nurubejrs_:, no T}Ia.mf:
of Magiftrate, nor politick Superiority ; no ufe of Service,

Riches or Paverty; no Contraéts, no Succeflions, no Divi«
dends, no Properties, no Employments, but thofe of Lei-
fure;; no Reipet of Kindred, but common; no Clothing,
o Agricalure, no Metal, no ufe of Corn or Wine ; and
'r\‘-.-i'.crc: fo much as the very Words that fignify, Lying,
— Treachery, Diffimulation, Avarice, Envy, Detraétion,
and Pardon, were never heard of: How much would he
find
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find his imaginary Republick fhort of his Perfefion?
Hys natura modos primum dedit +.
Thefe were the Manners firt by Natare taught.

As to the reft, they live ina Country, beautiful and pl
fant to a i\umc.ﬁ, and {o temperate withal, as my Intelli
gence informs me, that ’tis very rare to hear of a fick Perfo;
and they moreover affure-me, that they never {faw anyd
the Natives; either paralytick, blear-ey’d, toothlefs, u
crooked with Age. The Situation of their Country isal

along by the Sea-fhore, and enclos’d on the other Side
‘.».ud‘ the f_:zt d, with great and high Mountaing, havisg
aboutan hund Li Lc.lgu s in Breadth between. They his
great Store of Fifh and Flefh Meat that have no Refem:
blarice to ours, which they eat without any other Cookerj
than pl(.l 1 Boiling, Roafting, or Broa]uw The firft that
carried a Horfe thit he*‘ though'in ie‘rm Jother V oyages ¢
had contraéted an Acquaintance and Familiarity withthen,
put them into fo terr iblea F right, that they kill’d him wit
their Arrows before they could come to difcover whobt
he was.. Their Buildmgh are very long, and of Capacitj
hold two or three hundred Pe upm made of the Barksdl
tall Trees, rear’d with ane End upon the Ground, 1
Iea_ning to, and fupporting one another, at the Top, ik
fome of cur Barns, of which the Covering .m*ga down
to the very Gre Uru, and ferves for the fide Walls. - Th
ha ve Wood fo hard, that they cleave it into Swords, and
make Grills of it to broil their Meat. . Their Beds areol
Cotton, hung {winging in the Roof, like our Seamen ’s Ham-
‘LOL;;., for ey L‘ ¥ OneE one, theWives _"-.'i:.(_‘ apart from the it
Hufbands. |1l 7 rife \\uh the Sun, and {o {Cum as t Y
are up, eat for all Day ; for LJIL} have no
that: They donot then drink, (as b.:»:.'.'.-'.-?-'
other "’0-J1.L of the Eafl, thatnever {'l;n"'
butdrink very often all Day after, and fometimesto aToi

15 Pi ”C:" ~Their Liquor i1s made of a certain Root, Eﬂ‘-}"
as red as our Claret ; which they never drink bat Luké

4.
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Of Cannibals: 271
' warm. It will kkeep above two or three Days, hasa quﬁic‘r:
Tafte, is nothing heady, but very comfortable to the Sto-
mach, loofning to Strangers, and a very pleafant Beverage
to fuch as are us'd to it. Inftead of Bread, they make ufe
of 2 certain white Matter, like Coriander Comfits 5 I have
tafted of it, the Tafte is {weet, and a little infipid. All the
ple whole Day ‘is fpent in Dancing. Their young Men go 2
tell- Huntine after wild Beafts with Bows and Arrows, and one
roe; part of their Women are employ’d in preparing ‘their
yd Drink the while, which is their chief Employment. There
ot ate fome of their old Men, who in the Morning before
isall they fall to Eating preach to the whole Family, as they
e walk to and fro from the one End of the Houfe to the
virg other, feveral Times repeating the fame Sentence, *till they
hare have finifh’d their Turn, (for their Houfes are at leaft a
lem hundred Yards long ;) Valour towards their Enemies, and
s Love towards their Wives, are the two Heads: of his Dif-
that eourfe, and he never fails in the Clofe, to put them in Mind
sl that they have fo much the greater Obligation to it, be-
"*‘-’_“‘; caufe they provide them their Drink warm, and well or-
Wit der'd. The Fafhion of their Beds, Ropes, Swords, and
01 Wooden Bracelets, which they tie about theirWrifts, when
i they go to ficht, and great Canes, boar’d hollow at one
wd End, by the Sound of which they keep the Cadence of
an their Dances, are to be feen in feveral Places, and amongft
lke others at my Houfe. They fhave ali their hairy Pars,
il and much more neatly than we, without any other Razor
A4 thanone of Wood, or of Stone. ‘They believe the Im-
e mortality of the Soul, and that thofe who have merited
2ol well of the Gods, are lodg’d in that Part of Heaven
i where the Sun rifes ; and the Accurfed in the Weft. They
£ have I know not what kind of Priefts and Prophets, that
o) very rarely prefent themfelves to the People, having their
it Abode in the Mountains. Attheir Arrival there is a great
oug Feaft, and folemn Affembly of many Villages made: That
= 13, all the neighbouring Families, for every Houle, as I
o have defcrib’d it, makes a Village, and are about a Frexch
1}"_'5 Lfcague diftant from one another. This Prophet declaims
Ik to them in Publick, exhorting them to Virtue, and their
= Duty: But-all their Ethicks terminate in thefe two Arti-
cles, of Refolution in War, and Affetion to their Wives.
Thisal{o prophefies to them Events to come;, and the Iflues
I ‘CJ‘:‘."}'
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they are to expett from their Lntmpluu prompts theg
to, or diverts them from War: But let him look to't; fi
if he fail in his Divination, and any Thing happen othe:
wife than he has foretold, he is cut into a tL]C,H"I d Pieces
if he be caught and condemn’d for a fal{e Prophet; and
for that Reafon, if any of them finds himfelf miftaken, bt
is no more to be heard of, Divination is a Gift of God,
therefore to abufe it ought to be a punifhable Imtni‘av
Amongft the Seythians, where their Diviners fail'd inth
prcmmd]rﬁ'e& thev were laid, bound Hand and Foot, i
on Carts loaden with Furz and Bavins, and drawn wit
Oxen, ‘on whtch they were burnt to De: 1th.  Such asonl
meddle with ' hwg,a auhju;,ﬂ to the Conduct of human Cr
pacity, are Lxhui.mln in doing the beft they can: Bt
thofe other Sort of Pwple tlmt come to delude us, wil
Aflurances of an extraordinary Facult ty, bL, ond our U
derﬂ*andmg, ought they not to be punifh’d for the Teme:
rity of their Is ,.p{,‘ldrc when they do not make good i
Effect of their Promife? The ey have continual “dl‘hn
the Nations that live farther within the main Land, beyond
their Mountains, to which they go naled, and ‘-HlﬂC-
other Arms than their Bows, and Wooden-Swords, fall
oned at one End like the Head of a Javelin. The Om'
nacy of their Battles is wonderful, and never end withom
great Effufion of Blood : For as to running away, they
know not whatitis. Every one fora T.ruph\. brings hon:
the Head of an fnem;, he has kili’d, which he EMU it
the Door of 'his Houfe. After hwmo a long Timé
treated the “ Prifoners very well, and given them all the
Regalia’s they can think of, he to whom the Prifonerbe
30?‘“& invites a great Aﬂunbf}f of his Kindred and Friends
who being come, he ties a Rope to one of the Armsdl
the Pnicmcr of which at a Diftance, out of “ |ais Reach, 5
holds the one End himf{elf, and gwu to the Friend he lov
beft, the other Arm, to hold after the fame Munmr,uhﬂ
being done, they two, in the Prefence of all Eh(. uﬂu-ﬂn,
dif pdELh him with their Swords. After that they r'}”
him, eat him amongft them, and ﬁ:'m {fome C } 10 to thel
abfent Friends, which nc»pull lefs they do 1.{}t do, #
fome think, for Nourifhment, as the Qm‘umm ancienty
did, but as a Reprefentation of an extreme Revengés ®

will immediately appear : Having obferved the Por pugher
wio
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who where in League with their Enemies to infli¢t another
Sort of Death upon any of them they took Prifoners ;
which was, to fet them up to the Girdle in the Earth, to
fhoot at the remaining Part ull it was ftuck full of Ar-
rows, and then to hang them: They who thought thofe
People of the other World, (as thofe who had fown the
Knowledge of a great many Vices amongft their Neighbours
and ‘were much greater Mafters in all kind of Mifchief
than they,) did not exercife this Sort of Revenge without
Myftery, 9nd that it muft needs be more painful than
theirs; and {fo began to leave their old Way, and to fol-
low this. I am not forry that wefhould here take Notice
of the barbarons Horror of fo cruel an Aétion, but grieved
that feeing fo clearly into their Faults, we thould be fo
Plind to our own : For I conceive, there is more Barbarity
meating a Man alive, thanwhen heis dead; in tearing a
Body Limb from Limb, by Racks and Torments, thar is
yetin perfect Senfe, in roafting 1t by Degrees, cauﬁng 1t
to be bit and worried by Dogs and Swine, (as we have not
only read, but lately feen ; not amongft inveterate and mor-
tal Enemies, but Neighbours, and fellow Citizens, and
which is wotfe, under Colour of Piety and Religion,) than
toroaft and eat him after he is dead. Chryfippus, and
Zerg, the two Heads of the Stoical Se, were of Opinion,
thatthere was no Hurt in making Ufe of our dead Carcaffes,
1 what Kind {oever, for our Neceflity, and in feeding
upon them too; as our Anceftors, who being befieg’d by
Cefor in the City of Alexia, refolv’d to fuitain the Fa-
ming of the Siege with the Bodies of their old Men, Wo-
‘;‘"H, anid other Perfons, who were incapable of bearing
1Is,
Vafeones (fama e ) alimentis talibus ufi,

Produxere animas ®,

"Tis faid the Gafeons with {fuch Meats as thefe,
In Time of Siege their Hunger did appeafe.

. And the Phyficians make no Difficulty of employing
“toall Sorts of Ufe, that iz, either to apply it outwardly,

b

* T uvenal Sat. 15.
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or to give it inwardly for the Health of the Patient: M
there never was zny Opinion fo irregular, 2s to excud
Treachery, Difloyalty, Tyranny and Cruelty, which
our familiar Vices. We may then call thefe People bt
barous, in refpeét to the Rules of Reafon : But not in:
fpe&t to ourfelves, who in all Sorts of Barbarity exce
them. Their Wars are throughout noble and generos, i
carry as much Excofe and fair Pretence, as their humi
Frailty is capable of ; having with them no other Fow
dation, than the fole Jealoufy of Virtue. ~Their Difp
are not for the Conquefts of new Lands, thofe they alieid
poflefs, being fo- fruitful by Nature, as to {upply the
without Labour or Concern, with all Things necefl
in fuch Abundance, that they have no Need to eniaf
their Borders. And they are moreover happy in this 4
they only covet fo much as their natural Neceflities requi
All'beyond that is-{uperfluous to them : Men of the fam
Age generally call one another. Brothers, thofe whott
younger, Sonsand Daughters, and the old Men areFath_fﬁ
to all. Thefe leave to their Heirs in common this ful
Poffeflion of Goods, without any Manner of Divifion, &
other Title, than what Nature beflows upon her Creaturt
in bringing them into the World. If their Neighoos
pafs over the Mountains, and come to affault them,
obtain a Victory, all the ViGtors gain by it is G
only, and the Advantage of having prov’d themfelsesfs
better in Valour and Virtue : For they never meddle Wi
the Goods of the Conquer’d, but prcfenti}' return into t];ii
own Country, where they have no Want of any Thi
ricceflary 5 nor of this greateft of all Goods, to know i
to enjoy their Condition happily, and to be content._ﬁﬁf
thefe in Turn do the fame. They demand of their ¥
foners no other Ranfom, than Acknowledgment that&
are overcome : But there is not one found in an Age™
will rather not chufe to die, than make fuch Confefleei
or either by Word or Look recede from the entife Gt
deur of an invincible Courage. Thereis not a Man a0
them, who had not rather be kill’d and eaten, thﬂnfﬂﬂ“‘z
as to open his Mouth to intreat he may not. 119 i
themr. with- -al-Esberakity-and Frecdom;-to tio it
Lives may be fo much the dearer to them : But frequétt)
entertain them withal with Menaces qf;l;eil‘a}ﬁpfﬂgﬁf

——
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Of Cannibals, 225

36
Death, of the Torments they are to Tuffer, of the Prepa-
rations that are making in order to it, of the mangling
their Limbs, and of the Feaft that is to be made, where
their Carcafles is to be the only Difh. All which they do
to no other End, but only to extort fome gentle or fubmif-
five Word from them, or to’ fright them fo as to make
them run away ; to obtain this Advantage, that they were
ternified, and that their Conftancy was fhaken ; and in-
deed, if rightly taken, it is in this Point only that a true
Viftory does confift.

—Victoria nulla eft,
Quam qua confeffos animo quogue. ubjugat bofles .

No Viltory can be entire and true ;
But what does Minds as well as Limbs fubdue.

The Hungarians, a very warlike People, never pretend-
ed farther than to reduce the Enemy to their Difcretion ;
for having forc'd this Confeflion from them, they let them
go without Injury, or Ranfom, excepting at the moft, to
make them engage their Word, never to bear Armsagainft
them again. We have feveral Advantages over our Ene-
mies that are borrowed, and not truly our own; ’tis the
Quality of a Porter, and no Effe&t of Virtue to have
ﬁrqnger Arms and Legs, ’tis a corporeal Quality to be
adtive, 'tis ‘an Exploit of Fortune to make our Enemy
ﬁufnble, or to dazzle him with the Light of the Sun; tisa

rick of Science and Art, which may happen in a mean

ale Fellow, to be a good Fencer. The Eftimate and Va-
our of a Man confift in the Heart, and in the Will, there

Strue Honour lives : Valour is Stability, not of Legsand
Arms, but of the Courage and the Soul ; it doesnot lye in
the Valour of our Horfe, or our Arms, but in ourfelves.
He that falls obtinate in his Courage, Si fucciderit de genu
pignar® 5 Jf g Legs fail bim, fights upan bhis Knees. He
E"hnl for any Danger of apparent Death abates nothing of

2 ‘J‘ﬁumn}:% who dying, does yet dart at his Enemy a
“recand difdainful Look, is overcome not by us, but by

e
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§ Claud, in Panegyr. * Seneca Epift.
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Fortune; he is kill’d, not conquer’d; the moft valian
are {ometimes the moft unfortunate, There arealfoDs
feats trinmphant to Emulation of Victories. Neither §
durft thofe four Sifter-Vitories, the faireft the Sunewt
beheld, of Salamis, Platea, Mical, and Sicily, ever-op
pofe all their united Glories, to the fingle Glory of te
Difcomfiture of King Leonidas, and his Army at the Pal
of Thermopylee. Whoever ran with a more glorious Defi
and greater Ambition, to the winning, than the Capa
Ifckolas to the certain Lofs of a Battle? Who could kit §
found out 2 more {ubtle Invention to {ecure his Saf]
than he did to affure his Ruin ? He was fet to defends r
certain Pafs of Peloponnefus againft the Arcadians, whith,
confidering the Nature of the Place, and the Inequality
Forces, finding it utterly impofiible for him to do, 4
concluding that all who were prefented to the Eneny,
muft certainly be left upon the Place; and on the othe
Side, reputing it unworthy of hisown Virtue, and Magu:
nimity, and of the Lacedemonian Name, to failin any bat
of his Duty, he chofe a Mean betwixt thefe two Extens
after this Manner; the youngeft and moft active of s
Men, he would preferve for the Service and Defenct ¢
their Country, and therefore {ent them back ; and wil |
the reft, whofe Lofs would be of lefs Confideration, her
folv’d to make good the Pafs, and with the Death of then,
to make the Enemy buy their Entry as dearas poffibly hf
11d : As it alfo fell out, for being prefently encompalit
211 Sides by the Arcadians, after having madea g
[

L

‘hter of the Enemy, he and his Men were all et
s there any Trophy dedicated to the Conguei
which is not much more due to thofe who were overcoe
T'he Part that true conquering is to play, lyesin the Encos
ter, not in the coming off; and the Honour of Vir
confifts in fighting, not in fubduing.

Buat to return to my Story, thefe Prifoners are foft
from dilcovering the leaft Weaknefs, for all the Tertts
can be reprefented to them, that, on the contrary, d'\“””%
the two or three Months, that they are kept, they al#
appear with a chearful Countenance; importune Ih‘_’;"f
Mafters to make Hafte to bring them to the Tefts delh
rail at them, and reproach them with Cowardice, &

the Number of Battles they have loft againit 1:11‘1’{8(:“rl»]re'.!'i
oun!

!?.tﬂi—e;
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Of Cannibals. 23%
Country. I have a Song made by one of thefe Prifoners,
wherein he bids them come ali, and dine upon bim, and <
come, for they fhall witoal eat their own Fatbers, and Grand-
fathers, awbofe Fle/h has [er<'d to feed and nourifh bime Thoje
Mufeles, fays he, this Fiefb, and thefe Veins, are your own :
Poor filly Souls as you are, you little think that the Subflance
of your Anceflors Limbs is bere yet : But mind as you eat, and
jouwill find in it the Tafle of your own Flgb: In which
Song there is to be obferved, an Invention that relifhes
nothing of the Barbarian. 'Thofe, that paint thefe People
dying after this Manner, reprefent the Prifoner {pitting in
the Face of his Executioners, and making at them a wry
Mouth, And ’tis moft certain, that to the very laft Gafp,
they never ceafe to brave and defy them bothin Word and
Gelture.  In plain Truth, thefe Men are very favage in
Comparifon of us, and of Neceffity, they muft either be
abfolutely fo, or elfe we are favager : For there is a vait
Difference betwixt their Manners and ours.

The Men there have feveral Wives, and fo much the
great Number, by how much they have the greater
Reputation and Valour, and it is one very remarkable
Virtue their Women have, that the fame Endeavour our
Wives have to hinder and divert us from the Friendfhip
and Familiarity of other Women, thofeemploy to promote
their Hufbands Defires, and to procure them many Spoufes ;
for being above all Things folicitous of their Hufbands
Honour, ’tis their chiefeft Care to {eek out and to bring in
the moft Companions they can, forafmuch as it is a Tefti-
mony of their Hufbands Virtue. I know moft of ours
will cry out, that ’tis monftrous; whereas in truth, it is
not fo; but a truly matrimonial Virtue; though of the
figheft Form. In the Bible, Sarah, Leah and Rackel,
gave the moft beautiful of their Maids to their Hufbands ;
Livig preferred the Paflionof Auguflusto her own Intereft ;
and the Wife of King Dejotarus of Stratonica did not only
§ive up a fair young Maid, that ferv’d her, to her Huf-
band's Embraces, but moreover carefully brought up the
Children he had by her, and affifted them in the Suc-
¢eflion to their Father’s Crown. -And that it may not
b‘f fﬁppo§’d, that all this is. done by a fimple and {ervile
':.?Dfe_rvalimn to their common Practice, or by any Autho-
fiatve Impredfion of their ancient Cuftorm, without Judg-
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ment, or Examination; and for having a Soul fo ftupid,
that it cannot contrive what elfe to do, 1 muit here giw
you fome Touches of their Sufficiency, in point of Und:
ftanding ; befides what I repeated to you before, which
was one of their Songs of War, I have another ani4
Love-Song, that begins thus; Stay, Adder, flay, that
thy Pattern my Sifler may draw the Fajbion and Workf s
nobie Wreath, that I may prefent o my Belved, by whik
Means thy Beauty, and the excellent Order of 1hy Scales, Sl
Jorewer be preferr’d before all atber Serpents, W herein the
firlt Couplet, Stay, Adder, &c. malkes the Burthen of the
Song. Now I have convers'd enough with Poetry 0
judge thus much : That not only, there is no Thing
of barbarous in this Invention; but moreover, that I
is perfectly dnacreontick ; to which their Languages §
foft, of a pleafing Accent, and fomething bordering sp
the Greek Terminations, Three of thefe Peoplenot fure
feeing how dear their Knowledge of the Corruptions &
this Part of the World would one Day coft their Happinek
and Repofe, and that the Effect of this Commesce We
be their Ruin, as I prefuppofe it is in a very fair Waj
{Miferakle Men to {uffer themfelves to be deluded il
Defire of Novelty, and to have left the Serenty of thel
own Heaven, tocome{o far to gaze at ours,) came (0 Ro,
at the Time that the late King Charles the Ninth ¥
there: Where the King himfelt talk’d to them 2§
vhile, and they were made to fee our Fafhions, our Pom},
and the Form of a great City 3 after which, fome o
afk'd their Opinion, and would know of them, what?
all the Things they had feen, they found moit to be &
mir'd? To which they made An{wer, Three Things ¢
which I have forgot the Third, and am troubled at it: 08
two I yet remember. They faid, that in the firft Plac
§1lty thought it very ftrange, that {o many tall Men wea
g Beards, ftrong and well arm'd, who were about iﬁ
King, (tis like they meant the Swwifi of the Guard) fhout
fubmit to obey a Child, and that they did not chufe 0%
one amongft themfelves to command: Secondlys (chy
have a way of Speaking in their Language, to call Nek
the half of one ancther,) that they had obiifrl"_(i th?[
there were amongift us, Men full and cramm’d with i
manner of Conveniencies, whilft in the mean T, imei{[h'i:s
; y i
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Halveswere begging at their Doors, lean, and half-ftarv’d
with Hunger and Poverty ; and thought it flrange, that

thefe neceflitous Halves were able to fuffer {fo great an

" Inequality and Injuftice, and that they did not take the

others by the Throats, or fet Fire to their Houfes, I
talk’d to one of them a great while together, but 1 had
foill an interpreter, and that was fo perplex’d by his
own Ignorance, to apprehend my Meaning, that I could
get nothing out of him, of any Moment. Afking him,
what Advantage he reapt from the Superiority he had
amongft his own People ? (for he was a Captain, and our
Mariners call’d him King,) he told me, to march in the
Head of them to War; and demanding of him farther,
how many Men he had to follow him? he fllewed me
a Space of Ground, to fignify, as many as could march
infuch a Compafs: Which might be four or five thou-
and Men ; and putting the Queftion to him, Whether
or no his Authority expir'd with the War ? he told me
this remain’d ; that when he went to vifit the Village of
his Dependance, they plain’d him Paths throngh the thick
of their Woods, through which he might pafs at his Eafe.
All this does not found very ill, and the laft was not much
amifs ; for they wear no Breeches.

CoH AP el

That & Man 15 Joberly to judge of divine Ordi-

HANCES,

Tngs unknown are the principal and true Subjeét
of Impofture, forafmuch as, in the firft Place, their
very Simn_gﬂnefs lends them Credit, and moreover, by not
being fubjected to our ordinary Difcourfe, they deprive
Us of the Means to queftion, and difpute them. For which
i{f&mﬂ, fays Plato, it is much more ealy to fatisfy the
uffw"iﬂfﬂr?,vwhen {peaking of the Nature of the Gods, than
i the Nature of Men, becaufe the Ignorance of the Au-
fory affords a fair and large Career, and all Manner of
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