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Halveswere begging at their Doors, lean, and half-ftarv’d
with Hunger and Poverty ; and thought it flrange, that

thefe neceflitous Halves were able to fuffer {fo great an

" Inequality and Injuftice, and that they did not take the

others by the Throats, or fet Fire to their Houfes, I
talk’d to one of them a great while together, but 1 had
foill an interpreter, and that was fo perplex’d by his
own Ignorance, to apprehend my Meaning, that I could
get nothing out of him, of any Moment. Afking him,
what Advantage he reapt from the Superiority he had
amongft his own People ? (for he was a Captain, and our
Mariners call’d him King,) he told me, to march in the
Head of them to War; and demanding of him farther,
how many Men he had to follow him? he fllewed me
a Space of Ground, to fignify, as many as could march
infuch a Compafs: Which might be four or five thou-
and Men ; and putting the Queftion to him, Whether
or no his Authority expir'd with the War ? he told me
this remain’d ; that when he went to vifit the Village of
his Dependance, they plain’d him Paths throngh the thick
of their Woods, through which he might pafs at his Eafe.
All this does not found very ill, and the laft was not much
amifs ; for they wear no Breeches.
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HANCES,

Tngs unknown are the principal and true Subjeét
of Impofture, forafmuch as, in the firft Place, their
very Simn_gﬂnefs lends them Credit, and moreover, by not
being fubjected to our ordinary Difcourfe, they deprive
Us of the Means to queftion, and difpute them. For which
i{f&mﬂ, fays Plato, it is much more ealy to fatisfy the
uffw"iﬂfﬂr?,vwhen {peaking of the Nature of the Gods, than
i the Nature of Men, becaufe the Ignorance of the Au-
fory affords a fair and large Career, and all Manner of
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Liberty in the handling of profane and abftrufe Things;
and then it comes to pafs, that nothing isfo firmly belierd
as what we leaft know : Nor any People fo confident, »
thofe who entertain us with fabulous Stories, fuch as you
Alchymifts, judicial Aftrologers, Fortune-tellers, and Phy
ficians, Id genus omne ; to which I could willingly, if I durk,
join a Sort of People, that take upon them to interprel
and controul the Defigns of God himfelf; making 10
Queftion of finding out the Caufe of every Accident, 1
to pry into the Secrets of the divine Will, there todil-
cover the incomprehenfible Motives of his Works. And
although the Variety, and the continual Difcordance of
Events, throw them from Cornerto Corner, and tofs them
from Eaff to Wefl, yet do they fill perfift in their van
Inquifition, and with the fame Pencil to paint Blzck and
White. Ina Nation of the /ndies, there is this commend:
able Cuftom, that when any Thing befals them amils
in 2ny Rencounter or Battle, they publickly aflc Pardot
of the Sun, who is their God, as having committed i
unjuft Aétion, always imputing their gopd or evil Far
ture to the divine Juftice, and to that, fubmitting thet
own Judgment and Reafon, 'Tis enough for a Chriflit
to believe, that all Things come from God, to recent
them with Acknowledgment of his divine and inferati
nable Wifdom, and alfo thankfully to accept and receif
them, with what Face foever they may prefent themffii'ﬁi_-'
But I do not approve of what I fee in ufe, that is, tofet
to continue and fupport our Religion by -the Profperity 0
our Enterprifes. Our Belief has other Foundation enough
without going about to authorife it by Events; Fot the
People accuftomed to fuch Arguments as thele, and 10
proper to their own Tafte, it is to be feard, lelt when
they fail of Succefs, they fhould alfo ftagger in theirFaith:
As in the War wherein we are now en{f;?g’d, upon theAt
count of Religion, thofe who had the better in the Bl
nels of Rochelabeille, making great Brags of that S'JCC_ff-‘I
as an infallible Approbation of their Caufe, when B
came afterwards to excufe their Misfortunes ofjarnal:,
and Moncontoyr, "twas by faying, they were fﬁ?he"jf
Scourges and Corre@ticns ; if they have not 2 Beope
wholly at their Mercy, they make it manifeftly enosgh
to appear, what it is to take two Serts of Griit bi;

g




g
1ev'd
(A
your
Phy-
lurf,
ptet
R
and
y difs
Ard
e of
them
vain
cand
1end-
1mils
irdon
ed an
For.
their
iftizn
celve
ol
ceive
yes:
feek
ty o
nagh,
it the
i fo
whet
ath:
eAc
B
CCC{:J
they
rnaty
herly
'ge;:!_c
jough
b out

6l

Fudge foberly of divine Ordinances. 24

of the fame Sack, and with the fame Mouth to blow
hot and cold. It were better to poflefs the-Vulgar with
the folid and real Foundations of Truth. ’Twas a brave
naval Battle that was gained a few Months fince againit
the Turfs, under the Command of Doz Fobn of Auftria ;
but it has alfo pleafed God at other Times to let us {ee as
great Victories at our own Expence, In fine, ’tis a hard
Matter to reduce divine Things to our Balance, without
Wafte, and lofing a great deal of Weight. .And he that
would take upon him to give a Rea {on, why Arius, and
his Pope Leo, the principal Heads of the 4rian Herely,
fhould die at {everal Times of fo like and ftrange Deaths,
(for being withdrawn from the Difputation, by the Griping
in the Guts, they both of them fuddenly gave up the Ghoit
upon the Stool,) and would agoravate this divine Ven-
geance by the Circumftances of the Place; might as well
ald the Death of Heliggabalus, who was alfo flain in a
Houfe of Office. But what? Zrzness was involved in the
fame Fortune ; God being pleafed to fhew us, that the
Good have fomething elfe to hope for ; and the Wicked
fﬂmcthiﬂg elfe to fear, than the Fortunes or Misfortunes
of this World : He manages and applies them according
to his own fecret Will and Pleafure, and deprives us of
the Means, foolithly to make our own Profit.  And thofe
P?ﬂpﬂe both abufe themfelves and us, who will pretend to
dive into thefe Myfteries by the Strength of human Rea-
fon. They never give one hit, that they do not receive
two for it; of which St. duguflin gives a very great
Proof upon his Adverfaries. *Tis a Confli@t, that is more
Gecided by Strength of Memory, than the Force of Rea-
fon. We'are to content ourfelves with the Light it pleafes
the Sun to communicate to us, by Virtue of his Rays, and
who will lift up his Eyes'to take in a greater, let him not
think it firange, if for the Reward of his Prefumption,
le ‘thEre lofe his Sight,  Quis hominum poteft Jcire confilium
Deig dur quis poterit cogitare, quid velit Dominus*? Who
ﬂﬂjﬂﬁgﬁ Men can know the Counfel of God? Or awho can
think awhay the Will of the Lord is ?

e

* Sapien. Cap.ix, v, 13.
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