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That wwe are to avoid Pleafures even at the Lis

pence of If 2,

Had long ago obferved moft of the Opinions of th
E Ancients to concur in this, That it is happy tods,
when there is more Ill than Good in Living, and that to
preferve Life to our own Torment and Inconveniea,
is contrary to the very Rules of Nature, as thefe old Las
inftruét.us.
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Happy 1s Death, whenever it fhall come,
"T'o him who lives in Pain Life’s burthenf{om ;
For mnfinttely better *tis to die,

Than to prolong a Life of Mifery.

But to pafh this Contempt of Death fo farasto empley
1t to the removing ourfelves from the Danger of coveting
Honours, Riches, Dignities,, and other Favours, a0
Goods of Fortune, as we call them, as if Reafon wert
not fufficient to perfuade us to avéid them, without adding
this new Injunction, I had never feen it, either enjoinedlﬁf
praftifed, till thisPaflage of Seneca fell into my Hands; Wil
adviling Luciius, a Man of great Power and Authoritf
about the Emperor; to alter his voluptuons and magpi
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cent Way of Living, and to retire himf{elf from this Wore
al

ly Vanity and Ambition, to fome {olitary, quiet, @

philofophical Life, and the other alledging fome Diff

culties; I am of Opinion, fays ‘he, eicher that you Jeave
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that Life, or Life itfelf. I would indeed advife Ehﬁe:z
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the gentle ¥ay, and. to untie, rather than to break, the
Knot thou haft indifcreetly knit, provided, that if it be
not otherwife to be untied, then refolutely break it. T here
isno Man fo great a Coward, that had not rather once fall,
than be always falling. I fhould have found this Couniel
conformable enough to the floical Roughnefs ; but it ap-
pears the more ftrange, for being borrowed from Epicurus,
who writes the fame thing upon the like Occalion to Zdome-
nezs, And I think I have obferved fomething like it, but
with Chriftian Moderation, amongft our own People. St.
Hilary, Bithop of Puictiers, that famous Enemy of the
drian Herely, being in Syria, had Intellicence thither
fent him, that #bra, his only Daughter, i whom he left at
Home under the Eye and Tuition of her Mother, was
fought in Marriage by the greateft Nobleman of the Coun-
try, as being a Virgin virtuouily brought up, fair, rich,
and in the Flower of her Age: Whereupon he writ to
her, (as it appears upon Record,) that fhe fhould remove
her Affeftion from all thofe Pleafures and Advantages were
propofed unto her; for he had in his Travels found out a
much greater and more worthy Fortune for her, a Huf-
band of much greater Power and Magnificence, that
would prefent her with Robes and Jewels of ineftimable
Value ; wherein his Defign was, to difpoffefs her of the
Appetite and Ufe of worldly Delights, ‘to join her whol-
ly to God: But the nearcit and moft certain Way to this,
being, as he conceived, the Death of his Daughter ; he
never ceafed, by Vows, Prayers and Oraifons, to beg of
the Almighty, that he would pleafe to call her out of
this World, and to take her to himfelf; asaccordingly it
tame to pafs; for foon after his Return fhe died, at which
he expreft a fingular Joy., This {feems to out-do the other,
fc_ra:’much as ‘he applies himfelf to this Means at the firft
Sight, which they only take fubfidiarily, and befides, it
was towards his only Daughter. But I will not omit the
latter End of this Story, though it be from my Purpofe ;
St. Hifary's Wife having underftood from him, how the
Death of their Daughter was brought about, by his De-
fires and Defign, and how much happier fhe was, to be re-
moved out of this World, than to have ftay’d in it, con=-
ceived {o lively an Apprehenfion of the eternal and hea-
venly Beatitudes, ghat (he begged of her Hufband with the
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extremeft Importunity, to do as much for her; andGed,
at their joint Requeft, fhortly after calling her to him, it
wasa Death embraced on both Sides, with fingular Content
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That Fortune is oftentimes obferved to ack by ik

Rule of R fr{kbﬁ.

HE Inconftancy, and various Motions of Fortur,

may reafonably make us expect, fhe fhould prefen
ns with all Sorts of Faces. Can there be a more exprei
A& of Jultice than this? The Duke of Falentensis, having
refolved to poifon Cardinal 4drian Cornetts, with wion
his Father, Pope Alexander the Sixth, and himfelf, wee
to go to Supper in the Vatican; he fent before a Bottle
of poifoned Wine, and withal, ftri¢ Order to the Bukt
to keep it very fafe. The Pope being come before his
Son, and calling for Drink, the Butler {fuppofing this Wix
had not been fo friftly recommended to his Care, bit
only upon the Account of it's Excellency, pl'ﬂfﬁﬂfﬁ% I
immediately to the Pope, and the Duke himfelf coming
in prefently after, and being confident they had not méd-
dled with his Bottle, took alfo his Cup; fo that the far
ther died immediately upon the Spot, and the Son, after
having been long tormented with Sicknefs, was referved
another, and a worfe Fortune : Sometimes fhe feemsto plef
upon us, juft in the Nick of an Affair: Monfieur 4" £
at that time Guidon to Monfieur & Vendofme 3 and Mor
fieur de Ligues, Lieutenant to the Duke of Arfeat's Troop
being both Pretenders to the Sieur de Founge/felles's Sifte
though of different Parties, (as It oft falls out amongft fro®
tier Neighbours,) the Sieur de Ligues carried her; butt!
the fame Day he was married, and which was wWorte
before he went to Bed to his Wife, the Bridegroom having
a Mind to break a Lance in Honour of his new Bride, et
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out to fkirmifh, near to St. Omers, where the Sicurd i
frie
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