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CH A P. XXXVIII.

That we laugh and cry for the fame Fhing.

7 HEN we read in Hiftory, that dntigonus was very
much difpleas’d with his Sen, for prefenting him

the Head of King Pyrrbus his Enemy, newly flain, fight-
ing againft him, and that feeing it he wept ; That Rere,
Duke of Lorraine, alfo lamented the Death of Charles,
Duke of Burgundy, whom he had himfelf defeated, and
appear'd in Mourning at his Funeral : And that in the Bat-
tle of Zurgy (which Count Monfors obtain’d over Charles
de Blou, his Competitor, for the Dutchy of Brittan) the
Conqueror meeting the dead Body of his Enemy, was very

much afliCted at his Death: We muft not prefently cry
out,

Et cofi aven che Panimo ciafeuna,
Sua Paﬁmr_/ag‘m el contrario manio,
R.'fafre, con la vifla bor’ chiara, bor’ bruma ™.

That every one, whether of Joy or Woe,

The Paflion of their Mind can palliate fo,

As when moft griey’d, to fhew a Count’nance clear,
And melancholick, when beft pleas’d t'appear.

When Pompey's Head was prefented to Cefar, the Hiftories
tellus, that he turned away his Face, as from a fad and
tnplealing Obje. There had beenfo long an Intelligence
and Society betwixt them, in the Management of the
publick Affairs, fo great a Community of Fortunes, fo
Many mutnal Offices, and fo near an Alliance, that this
Countenance of his ought not to fuffer under any Mifin-

e

2 =t
® Petrarcha.

terpretation ;

O

Y, avwites 3 Y

| i e A . e e e S




) G .
i i e

260 MonTaicone’s Effays.

terpretation ; or to be fufpeéted for either falfe or com
tegfeit, as this other feems to believe :

Tutumque ;-»rm:-’
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s A 11 now he faw
*Twas fafe tc be a pious Father-in-law,
He fhed forc’c l ears, and from a p"-‘rm Breaft,
Fetch’d Si so':: and Groans; conceivin 'l':.:u:'awculu”u-i'}
Conceal his inward J-?z:-.‘.
For though it be true; that the greateft Part anur _&;’:iun:
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times be:real and true: "That,
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The Heir’s diflembled Tears behind the Skreen,
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Could one bur peep, would joyful Smiles be igen,

Soitis,that in judging of thefe Accidents we are to confidd
how much our S:J:MJ are ntL,m nes agitated wit th dives

Paflions. And asthey fay, fh .tin our Bodies there isa Lot
that is the 3
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in it cn&'* rs Motions to give it Ay
Necefiity be one toover- -raleall the reft, Lhnugil not withh
necefl:iry and abfolute.a Dominion, but that rhrough the
Flexibility and Inconftar ncy of L[:t-h‘-_-‘a thole of lefs Autho
rity may. u 1won Occalion, reaflume illr.n Place, and mek?
a little Sally in Turn, Thence it is that we fee not 0:”.‘
Children, who innocer tly obey, and follow Nature, ofet
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boaft, what Journey foever he may have in Hand, that he
has the moft fet his Heart upon, but when he comes to part
with his Family and Friends, he will find fomething ttwt
troubles him mthﬂn ; and though he refrains his Teawf yet
he puts Foot 1'th’ 'anrmp with a fad and cloudy Counte-
nance, and what gentle Flame foever may have warm’d
the Heart of modelt, and well-born Virgins, yet are they
fain to be forc'd from about their Mot 11LI l\LcL , to be
put to Bed to their Hufbands, whatever this boon Compa-
nion is pleas’d to {ay ;

Eftne novis nuptis odio ¥enus, anne parentum
Frufirantar falfis gaudia Izzfﬁ'r}ma!f;

Ubertin: Thalami cuas intra limina Sundunt 2
Nony ita me Divi, wera gemunt, juverint ®.

Does the fair Bride the Sport fo mainly dread,

That fhe takes on fo when fhe’s put to Bed ?
Her Parents Joys t'allay with a feign'd Tear,
She does not cry in Earneft, I dare {wear.

Neither s it ffrange to lament 2 Perfon, whom 2 Man would
by noMeans wifh to be ¢1ne When I rattle my Man, I
doit with all the Mattle I have, and load him with no
feign'd, butdown.ig“r real Lmiﬂ ; but the Heat being o-
ver, if he fhould ftand in Need of me, I fhould be very
ready to do him Good: For I mihn.]v turn the Leaf
When I call him Calf and Coxcomb, I do not pretend to
entail thofe Titles apon him for ever; neither do I think I
give myfelf the Lie in callin g himan honeft Man pre{'ent‘ty
after. Were it not the *'-“L“ of a Fool to talk to one’s {elf,
there would hardly be a Duy or Hour wherein I might
hot be heard to grumble, and mutter to myfelf, and againft
mylelf, Turd in the Fool's Teeth, and yet I do not think
that to be my Character. Who for {feeing me one while
cold, and wmbml} very kind to my Wife, believes the
one or the other to be counterfeit, is an' Afs. Nero taking

ave of his Mother, whom he fent to be drown’d, was
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neverthelels fenfible of fome Emotion at this Farewel, and
was ftruck with Horror and Pity. *Tis faid, thatthe
Light of the Sun is not one continuous Thing, but thathe
darts new Rays fo thick one upon another, that we ga-
not perceive the Intermiffion.

Largus enim liguidi fons luminis cthereus Sol
drrigat affidue caelum candore recenti,
Suppetit atque novo confefiim lumine lumen *.

For the mthereal Sun that fhines fo bright,
Being a Fountain large of liquid Light,

With frefh Rays fprinkles ftill the chearful Sky,
And with new Light the Light does ftill fupply.

Juft {o the Soul varioufly and imperceptibly darts out her
Paflions. drtabayrus furprifing once his Nephew Xera,
chid him for the fudden Alteration of his Countenange, A
he was confidering the immeafurable Greatnefsof hisForcs
pafling over the Hellefpont, for the Grecian Expedition, It
was firft feiz’d with a Palpitation of Joy, to fee fo may
Millions of Men under his Command, which alfoappeirt
in the Gaiety of his Looks: But his Thoughts atthe fan?
Inftant fuggefting to him, that of fo many Lives, thee
would not be one left, in a Century at moft, he prefent)
knit his Brows, and grew fad, even to Tears. Wehae
refolutely purfi’d the Revenge of an Injury receivd, ai
been fenfible of afingular SatisfaGion at the Vidory: Bt
we fhall weep notwithftanding : *Tisnot for the Victory,
that we fhall weep; there is nothing alter’d by that: But
the Soul looks upon Things with another Eye, and repr-
fents them to itfelf with another kind of Facej for everf
Thing has many Faces, and feveral Afpedts, Relation
old Acquaintance, and Friendthips, poffefs our Imagin
tions, and make them tender for the Time : But the Coutt
terturn is fo quick, that ’tis gone in a Moment.

Nil g Deo Sfieri celeri ratione widetur,
Qua [fi mens fieri proponit, & inchoat ipfa.

* Lueret 'l 5. :
: Qum




, and
it the
athe
! Galle

T

Of Solitude, 263

Ocius ergo animus quam res J¢ perciet alla,
Ante oculos quarum in promptu natura videtur s

No Motions feem fo brifk, and quick as thofe
The working Mind does to be done propofe.
Which once propes’d, her violent Motions are
Swifter than any Thing we know by far.

And therefore, while we would make one continued Thing
of all this Succeflion of Paffion, we deceive ourfelves.
When Timoleor laments the Murther he had committed
upon {fo mature and generous Deliberation, he does not
lament the Liberty reftor’d to his Country, he does not
lament the Tyrant, but he laments his Brother : One Part
of his Duty is perform’d, let us give him Leave to pers
form the other.

C H A P. XXXVIIL
Of Solitude.

E'T us pafs over that old Comparifon, betwixt the
L 4 aftive and the folitary Life, and as for the fine
Saying, with which Ambition and Avarice palliate their
EICES, That ave are not born Sfor our Selves, but for the Pub-
lick, Tet us boldly appeal to thofe who are moft interefted
In publick Affairs, let them lay their Hands upon their
Hearts, and then {ay, whether, on the contrary, theydo
not rather afpire to Titles and Ofhces, and ‘that -Tumulg
of tl_le World, to make their private Advantage at the
publick Expence. Botwe need not afk them the Queftion 5
for the corript Ways by which they arrive ‘at the Height
0 which their Ambitions afpire, do manifeftly enough

* Lucret. 1. 3. e
eclare
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