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C H A P. XXXIX.
A Confideration upon Cicero.

NE Word more by Way of Comparifon, betwixt
thefe two. There are to be gathered outof the Wri-

tings of Cicero, and this younger Pliny, (who, in my
Opinion, but little refembles his Uncle in his Humour,)
infinite Teftimonies of a Nature boundlefsly ambitious 5
and amongft others, this for one, that they both, in the
Sight of all the World, - folicit the Hiftorians of their
Time, not ta forget them in their Memours ; and Fortune,
ait were in fpite, has made the Vanity of thofe Requefts
live upon Record down to this Age of ours, when fhe has
Jong fince damned the Hiftories themfelves to Oblivion.
But this exceeds all Meannefs of Spiritin Perfons of {uch
Quality, as they were, to think to derive any great and
living Renown from babling and prating ; even to the
publithing of their private Letters to their Friends, and
fowithal, that though fome of them were never fent, the
Opportunity being loft, they neverthelefs expofe them to
the Light with this worthy Excufe, that they were here-
afier unwilling to lofe their Labours, and have their Lucu-
brations thrown away, Was it not very well becoming
two Confuls of Rome, Sovereign Magiitrates of the Re-
publick that commanded the World, to {pend their Time
In contriving queint and elegant Miflives, thence to
giin the Repatation of being Criticks in their own Mo-
Ilhl’-f-TGngue. What could a pitiful School-mafter have
done worfe, whofe Trade it was to get hjs Living ?
If the A@ts of Xenophon, and Cefar, had not far e-
wobgh tranfcended their Eloguence, If{carce believe they
would ever have taken the Pains to have writ them. They
“,"?{18 it theirBufinefs to recommend, not their Speaking,but
teir Doing.  And could the Perfeétion of Eloquence have
added any Luftre proportionable to the Merit of a great Per-
fon, certainly Scipio and Le/ius had never refigned theHo-
i nour




280 Monraione’s Effays
nour of their Comedies, with all the Luxuriances and Deli
cacies of the Lariz Tongue, to an African Slave; fortha
that Work was theirs, the Beauty and Excellency of itds

»{ufliciently declare ; befides, Zerence himfelf confefiesss
much, and I fhould take it ill from any one that would dif
poffefs me of that Belief, © "T'is akind of injurious Mock-
ery and Offence to extol 2 Man for Qualities mifbecoming
his Merit and Condition, though otherwi{e cammendabe
in themfelves, but {fuch as ought not however to be hischiet
eft Talent : As if a Man fhould commend a King for being
a good Pginter, a good Architeét, a good Marki{man, of
a good Runner at the Ring ;. Commendations that add i
Honour unlefs mentioned altogether, and in the Trainet
thofe that are more properly applicable to him, nauely,
his Juftice, and the Science of Governing and Condudisg
his People both in Peace and War. At this Rate Agriak
ture was an Honour to Cyrus, and Elgquence and i
Knowledge of good Letters to Charlemaigne. 1have, it
my Time, known fome, who, by that Knacl of Writing,
having got both their Titles and Fortune, difown the
Apprenticefhip, purpofely corrupt their Stile, and afied
Ignorance in fo vulgar a Quality (which alfo our Natio

obferves, to be rarely feen in very intelligent Hands)

feck a Reputation by better Qualities. The Companiol
to Demofthenes in the Embafly to Philip, extolling that

Prince for handfom, eloquent, and a flout Drinkes; D

ngflbenes reply’d, That thofe were Commendations moe

proper for 2 Woman, an Advocate, or aSpunge, than i0F

a King,

Timperet bellante prior jacentem
Lenis in boflem ™.

Firft let his Empire from his Valour flow;
And then by Mercy on a profirate Foe,

"T'is not his Profeflion to know either how to hunt, 0f [0
dance well.
SRR

E-
* Horat. Carnm.
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A Confideration upon Cicero, 281

Orabunt Caufas alii, celigue meatus

Defcribent radio, & fulgentia fdera dicent,

Hic regere imperio populos feiat *.
Let others plead at the litigious Bar,
Defcribe the Spheres, point outeach twinkling Star,
Let this Man rule a greater Art by far.

Plutarch fays, moreover, that to appear {o excellent in thefe
lefs neceffary Qualities, is to produce Witnefs againft a
Man's felf, that he has fpent his Time, and apply’d his
Stdy ill, which ought to have been employ’d in the Ac-
quiition of more neceflary, and more ufeful Things; fo
that Philip King of Macedon, having heard the Great Alex-
ander his Son, {ing once at a Feaft to the Wonder and Envy
of the beft Muficians there: Art not thou athamed, faid he
him, to fing fowell ? And to the fame Pi/ip,a Mufician,
With whom he was difputing about fomeThings concerning
ili Art: Heawen forbid! Sir, {2id he, that /o great a Mi/~
Jortune. foould ever befal you, as to underfland thefe Things
utter than 1. A King fhould be able to anfwer, as Ipbi-
trates did the Orator, who prefled upon him in hisInvective
after this Manner : And what art thou, that thou braveft
t at this Rate ? Art thou a Man at Arms ? Art thou an
frcher? Art thou aPike ? I am none of all this ; but
know how to command all thefe. And Auriffhenes
fook it for an Argument of little Valour in Jfzenas, that
he Was commended for playing excellently well upon a
thite. 1 know very well, that when I hear any one infift
UWpon the Language of Effays, I had rather a greatdeal he
f"_louid fay nothing. *T's not {fo much to elevate the Stile,
n o deprefs the Senfe, and fo much the more offenfively,
& they do it difgracefully, and out of the Way. I am
”IWCh deceived, if many other Effayifts deliver more
;‘fﬂfih nothing as to the Matter, and how well or ill foever,
Ay other Writer has ftrewed them either much more
Weerial, or thicker upon his Paper than myfelf. To
1§ the more in, I only mufter up the Heads ; fhould I

i

* Virg. Zn. 16,
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282 MonTA1cNE’s Effays.

annex the Sequel, Ifhould ftrangely multiply thefe Vo
lumes: ‘And how many Stories have I fcattered upand
down in this Book, that I only touch upon, which o
any one more curionfly fearch into, they would find Mat
ter enough to produce infinite Ejfays: Neither thofeStone,
nor my Allegations, do always ferve fimply for Exampe,
Authority or Ornament; I do not only regard them fr
the Ufe I make of them ; they carry fometimes, befid
what I apply them to, the Seed of a richer and 2 bod
Matter, and fometimes collaterally a more delicate Sound
both to me myfelf, who will exprefsno more in this Plact
and to others who fhall happen to be of my Ear.

But returning to the {peaking Virtue ; T find no gedt
Choice betwixt, not knowing to fpeak any thing but ver
ill, and not knowing to fpeak any thing but very el
Non ¢ft Ornamentum wirile Concinnitas * . Neatnefs of St
is o manly Ormament. 'The Sages tell us, that a3
what concerns Knowledge, there is nothing but Philofopayi
and to what concerns Effeéts, nothing but Virtue, that 8
generally proper to all Degrees, and to all Orders, Thee
15 fomething like this in thzfe two other Philofophers fi
they alfo promife Fternity to the Letters they Write 0
their Friends ; but ’tis after another Manner, and bj#
commodating themfelves for a good Fnd, to the Var
another ; for they write to them, that if the Concerif
making them{elves known to future Ages, and the i
of Glory, do yet detain them in the Management of put
lick Affairs, and make them fear the Solitude and Retie
ment to which they would perfuade them ; let them 1
trouble them{elves more about it, forafmuch as theyt
have Credit enough with Pofterity to affure them, U

were there nothing elfe but the very ketters thas wiit
them, thofe Letters will render theirNames as known and
mousas theirown publick Ationsthemfs vescoulddo. Ané
befides this Differenice, thefe are not idle and empty ijf'f',"*
that contain nothing butafine Gingle of well-chofen¥or

1 N A Vannmeinl
and -fine couch’d Phrafes, but rather replete and aboundig

+he
the
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with grave and learned Difcourfes, by whicha Man ¥
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A Confideration upon Cicero. 283
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tender himf{elf not more c:Iu]--cm, but more wife ; and that

inftrudt us not to fpeak, but to do well : Away with that E-
loquence that fo inchants us with it%s lJﬁfmony hat we
fould moré ftudy it than Things. Unlefs you will ajlow
that of Cicera, to be of {o fu‘arem:; a Perfe€tion, as to form z
comp eteBod\, of itfelf: And of him I fhall farther add one
Story we read of him to this Py irpofe, wherein his Naturé
Will much more manifeftly be laid open to ui: He wasta
mekean Oration in Publick, and found him{elf alittle ftrait-
zedin Time, to fit hisWords to his Mouth, as he had 2 mind
odo ; when Eros, oné of his Slaves, brought himWord, that
the Audience was deferr’d *till the next D;'f at which he was
lravil'd with Joy, that he enfranchis'd him for the good
\Ea:

Upon this Subje of Letters, E will add this more to
What has been already faid, tha ! _
Wherein my Friends 11 nk I can .J-\ fomethi ng 3 and I a3
Wlling to confefs, I thould rather have chofe to publ
ny W mmﬁcs L“.L\i 4y i;izv.n any other, had I had to
Whom to write ; but [ w i fuchz fettled® xvorr {pondency
Blonce had to attra& me to it, to raife my Fancy, and
maintain the reft againit me. | 0‘* to traffick m:h hé
Wind, 25 fome ot m]kl to for ge vain Nai
o direct my Letters to, in : u.':a;:-‘ci, [ could ;
E.'J:Ll'.ut i a Dream, bei
of Falffication : T
ard more cop m ently
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284 MonTA16NE"S Effays.

Slave, and I cannot tell what, as now ; all which Exprefion
are {o commonly, and fo indifferently pofted to and fy
by every one, and to every one, that when they would
profefs a greater and more refpettive Inclination ut
more juft Occafions, they have not wherewithal to expreh
it: I hate all Air of Flattery to Death, which i ti
Caufe that I natorally fall into a fhy, rough, and e
Way of Speaking, that to fuch as do not know me, n
feem a little to relifh of Difdain: I honour thofe mo
to whom I thew the leaft Honour and Refpe&t; and whet
my-Soul moves with the greateft Chearfulnefs, I ey
forget the Ceremonies of Look and Gefture ; oftermjf
faintly and bluntly, to them whofe’ I effectually am, i
tender myfelf the leaft to him, to whom Iam thenot
devoted : Methinks they fhould read it in mj Haf
and that my Expreflion would but injure the Love T
conceived within. To welcome, take Leave, give Thank
accoflt, offer my Service, and fuch verbal Formalitis
the Laws of our modern Civility enjoin, I knoi#®
Man fo ftupidly unprovided of Language as myfelf: At
have never been employ’d in writing Letters of Fava
and Recommendation, that he, in whofe Behalf it%
did not think my Mediation cold and imperfett. T¢
ftalians are great Printers of Letters. Ido believe [ it
at leaft an hundred feveral Volumes of them of all i
thofe of Hanribal Caro feem to me to be the bet: &
the Paper I have fcribbled to the Ladies, all the Timewid
my Hand: was really prompted by my Paffion, Wer b
in Being, there might peradventure be found a Page “
thy to be communicated to our young Enamorato®, &
are befotted with that Fury. 1 always write my Lt
Poft, and fo precipitoufly, that though I writean IR
rable ill Hand, I rather chufe to do it myfelf than 0%
ploy another; for I can find none able to follow me, &
never tranfcribe any 5 but have accuftomed the great ’
that know me to endure my Blots and Dafhes, and "P;}
Paper without Fold or Margent. Thofe that coft IUEIL_:
moft Pains, are the worft of mine; when Ionce beg'fﬂ‘_;
draw it in by Head and Shoulders, 'tis a Sigh Tam B
there. I fall to without Premeditation or Defigh :hti-"
Word begets the fecond, and fo to the End of theChf-E;,_
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Goods and Evils depend upon Opinion. 285

The Letters of this Age confift more in fine Foldings and
Prefaces, than Matter ; where I had rather write two
Ietters, than clofe and fold up one, and always aflign that
Employment to {ome other; as alfo when the Bufinefs
ofmy Letter is difpatch’d, I'would withall my Heart tranf-
krit to another Hand, ‘to add thofe long Harangues,
Ofiers, and Prayers that we place at the Bottom, and
fould be glad that fome new Cuftom would difcharge us of
that unneceffary T'rouble ; as alfo fuperfcribing them with
along Ribble-row of Qualities and Titles, which, for
Fear of Miftakes, I have {everal Times given over Wri-
ting, and efpecially to Men of the long Robe. There are
b many Innovations of Offices, that tis hard to place fo
many Titles of Honour in their preper and due Order,
Which alfo being o dearly bought, they are neither to be
miftaken nor omitted withont Offence. I find the fame
Falt Jikewife with charging the Fronts and Title-Pages
0? :PF !Books we commit to the Prefs, with fuch a Clutter
0 1itles,

C-H:A B XE

Jbat the Relifb of Goods and Evils, does, in a
great Meafure, depend upon the Opinion we
bave of them.

EN (fays an ancient Greek Sentence) are tormented
with the Opinions they have of Things, and not

]{}‘ the Things themfelves. It would be a great Viftory
0izined for the Relief of our miferable humanCondition,
tould this Propofition be eftablifhed for certain and true
roughont.  For if Evils have no Admiffion into us, but
o lh[: Judgment we ourfelves make of them, it fhould
0 that it is then in our own Power to defpife them, ar
W them to good, If Things furrender themfelves
U 3 fo
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