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Goods and Evils depend upon Opinion. 285

The Letters of this Age confift more in fine Foldings and
Prefaces, than Matter ; where I had rather write two
Ietters, than clofe and fold up one, and always aflign that
Employment to {ome other; as alfo when the Bufinefs
ofmy Letter is difpatch’d, I'would withall my Heart tranf-
krit to another Hand, ‘to add thofe long Harangues,
Ofiers, and Prayers that we place at the Bottom, and
fould be glad that fome new Cuftom would difcharge us of
that unneceffary T'rouble ; as alfo fuperfcribing them with
along Ribble-row of Qualities and Titles, which, for
Fear of Miftakes, I have {everal Times given over Wri-
ting, and efpecially to Men of the long Robe. There are
b many Innovations of Offices, that tis hard to place fo
many Titles of Honour in their preper and due Order,
Which alfo being o dearly bought, they are neither to be
miftaken nor omitted withont Offence. I find the fame
Falt Jikewife with charging the Fronts and Title-Pages
0? :PF !Books we commit to the Prefs, with fuch a Clutter
0 1itles,

C-H:A B XE

Jbat the Relifb of Goods and Evils, does, in a
great Meafure, depend upon the Opinion we
bave of them.

EN (fays an ancient Greek Sentence) are tormented
with the Opinions they have of Things, and not

]{}‘ the Things themfelves. It would be a great Viftory
0izined for the Relief of our miferable humanCondition,
tould this Propofition be eftablifhed for certain and true
roughont.  For if Evils have no Admiffion into us, but
o lh[: Judgment we ourfelves make of them, it fhould
0 that it is then in our own Power to defpife them, ar
W them to good, If Things furrender themfelves
U 3 fo




286 MonTa16NE’s Effays,

to our Mercy, why do we not convert and accommod:#
them to our Advantage? If what we call Evil and Tor
ment, is neither Evil ror Torment in i’-lel" but only tir"
our Fancy gives it that Quality, and makes it fo, itljei

us to change and alter it ; and it being in qur own Lrﬂlt‘
if there be no Conftraint wpon us, we muft certainly b
very ftrange Fools, to take f’hnw for that Side, which
moft offeniive to us, and to give Sickuefs, Want, and Con
tempt, a naufeous Tafte, 1if it be in our Power to gk
them a more gratc*h 1 Relith ; and if Fortune 'mpt’p'c
vides the Matter, *is our P ifinefs to g‘c it the for
Now that which we call Evil, is not fo of itfelf ord
leaft to that Deglrcc that we make it; and thatat d:t"“'_a_
upon us, to give it another T'afte or Complexicn, o
comes to onc) let us examine hov. that can be maistit
If the original Being of thofe Thin g5 We fear had Pﬂﬁ.\e_.
to lﬂﬂge thechJ-.ks in us, by their own Authority, &
would then lodge itfelf al Jke and in like Manner inal;
for Men are all of the fame Kind , and favingin greaturxrd
lefs Proportions, are all provided with the fame Uteaf
and Inftruments to conceive and to judge ; bt the Divee
fity of Opinions we have of thofe Things, does dafj
E.Vl"f:n(‘ that they only enter us by Compoﬁt on [?"‘
particular Perfon, peradventure, admits them in thei
PLmL but a Thoufand others give them a ey and (o
trary EL.m‘ in them, We h
Grief, for our principal Ene s, but
fm.-...- repute < ] 11 drcddﬂll TPIP"%
who does not know tha itothersicall 1{ the only fecure i

bour from the Storms and 1 empuﬁs of Lifed The fore
reign Good of Nature? The fole Support of J'C""".
And the common and fudden Remedy of allEvils? A
as the one expeét it with Féar and Trembling, che ot

fuptort it with greater Eafe Lhﬁ'ﬁ] Life. That Bladecs
11? ains of it’s Ia.c;lu

Jl_t', De E].‘, Povertyy e

s Death’ whid

Mors utinan Pavides wite fubdicere nolles,
Sed Virtus 1e Sfola daret* !
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Goods and Evils depend upon Opinion. 287

O Death ! I with thou wouldft the Coward {pare,
That but the Daring none might thee confer.

But let us leave thefe glorious Courages. 7heodorus anfwered
Lyfimackus, who threatned to kill him, Thou wiltdo a
brave Thine, {aid he, to arrive at the Force of a Cantba-
rides, 'The greateft Part of Philofophers are obferved to
have either purpofely prevented, or haftened and aflifted
their own Death. How many ordinary People do we
fee led to Execution, and that not to a fimple Death, but
mixt with Shame, and fometimes with grievous Torments,
appear with fuch Affurance, what through Obitinacy, or
natural Simplicity, thata Man can difcoverno Change from
their ordinary Condition ; fettling their domeftick Aftairs,
recommending them to their Friends, finging, preaching,
and diverting the People {o much, as fometimes to {ally
outinto Jefts, and to drink to their Companions, as well
asucrates,  One that they were leading to the Gallows,
told them they muft not carry him through fuch aStreet,
left 2 Merchant that lived there fhould arreft him by
the Way for an old Debt. Another told the Hangman,
he muft not touch his Neck, for fearof making him laugh,
he was {o ticklith. Another anfwered his Confeflor, who
promifed him, that he fhould that Day {up with our Lord.
Do you go then, faid he, in my room ; for I for my Part
keep Faft to Day. Another having called for Drink, and
the Hangman having drank firft, {aid he would not drink
after him, for Fear of catching thePox. Every Body has
heard the Tale of the Piccard, to whom, being upon the
Ladder, they prefented a Whore, telling him, (as our Law
does fometimes permit) that if he would marry her, they
would {ave his Life; he having a while confidered her,
and perceiving that the halted, Come, tie up, tie up, faid
he; fhe limps. And they tell another Story of the fame
""d._of a Fellow in Denmark, who being condemned to
lofe his Head, and the like Condition being propofed to
him upon the Scaffold, refufed it, by Reafon the Maid they
offered him, had hollow Cheeks, and too fharp a Nofe. A
Serva}nt at Tholoufe being accufed of Herely, for the Sum
of his Belief referred himfelf to that of his Mafter, a
joung Student Prifoner with him, chufing rather to die,
U4 than
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288 MonTATcNE’s Effays.

than fuffer himfelf to be perfuaded, that his Mafter could
err. We read, that of the Inhabitants of Arras, when
Leavis the Eleventh took that City, a great many let them
felves be hang’d, rather than they would {ay, God fave il
King. . And amongft that mean-foul’d Race of Men, the
Beffoons, there have been fome, who would not leave
their Fooling at the very Moment of Death, He that the
Hangman turned off the Ladder, cried, Launch theGak
%y, an ordinary foolifh Saying of his; and the other,
whom at the Point of Death, his Friends having laid upon
a Pallet before the Fire, the Phyfician afking him wher
his Pain lay, betwixt the Bench and the Fire, faid he;
and the Prieft, to give him the extreme Unétion, groping
for his Feet, which his Pain had made him pull up to him,
you will find them, faid he, at the End of my Legs.
"T'o one that being prefent exhorted him to recommend
himfelf to God, why, who goes thither, faid he? And
the other replying, it will prefently be yourfelf, if ithe
his good Pleafure; would I were fure to be there by To-
morrow Night, {aid he ; do but recommend yourfelfto
him, faid the other, and you will foon be there: Iwere
bett then, faid he, to carry my Recommendations myfell
In the Kingdom of Narfingua to this Day, the Wives of
their Prielts are buried alive with the Bodies of their Hul
bands, all other Wives are burnt at their Hufbands Funeral,
which alfo they not only conftantly, but chearfully u-
dergo. - At the Death of their King, his Wives and Con-
cubines, his Favourites, all his Officers and domeftick
Servants, which make up a great Number of People, prt-
fent themfelves fo chearfully to the Fire where his Bodys
burnt, that they feem to take it for a fingular Honour
accompany their’ Mafter in-Death: During our I
War of Milan, where there happened {o many TaKings
and Retakings of Towns, the People impatient of {o manf
various Changes of Fortune, took fuch a Refolution to di)
that I have heard' my Father fay, he there faw 3 Lift
taken of five and twenty Mafters of Families, that made
themfelves away in one Week’s Time ¢ An Accident fome-
what refembling that of the Zanthians, who hei{lg be-
fieged by Bratus, precipitated themfelves, Men, ‘_Wﬂmtn'
and Children, into fuch a furious Appetite of d)f!“grh‘,lfrf
nothing
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1 nothing can be done to evade Death, which they did not put
N in Praétice to avoid Life ; infomuch, that Bruzus with all his
- Endeavours could fave buta very fmall Number. = Every
the Opinion is of Force enough, to make itfelfto be efpoufed at
he the Expence of Life. The firlt Article of that valiant Oath
. that Greece took and obferv’d in the Median War, was, that
he every one fhould fooner exchange Life for Death, than their
ak own Laws for thofe of Perfia. What aWorld of People do
e, we {ee in the Wars betwixt the Zurds and the Greeks, rather
on embrace a cruel Death, than to uncircumcife themielves to
e admit of Baptifm. An Example of which no’'Sort of Reli-
[ gion is incapable. The Kings of Caflile having banifh'd
g the Fenws out of their Dominions, Fobn, King of Portugal,
m, in Confideraticn of eight Crowns a Head, {old thema Re-
B tirement into his, for a certain limired Time ; upon Condi-
ol tion that the Time prefix’d coming to expire, they fhould be
nd gone; and e to furnifh them with Shipping, to tranfport
be them into 4frick. The limited Day came, which once laps'd
0 they were given to underftand, thatfuch as were afterwards
10 found in the Kingdom fhould remain Slaves: Veflels were
b ¥ery flenderly provided, and thofe who embark’d in them,
if were rudely and villainoufly us’d by the Seamen, who be-
of fides other Indignities, kept them cruifing upon the Sea,
- one while forwards, and another backwards *till they had
Is, fpent all their Provifions, and were conftrain’d to buy of
in- them at {o dear Rates, and {o long withal, that they fet
in- them not on Shore, *till they were all ftript to their very
ck Shirts. The News of this inhuman Ufage being brovght
fe-  thofe who remain’d behind, the greater Part of them
'8 1tiolv’d upon Slavery, and fome made a Shew of changing
o weir Religion. Emanuel, the Succeflor of Fobn, being come
e tothe Crown, firft fet them at Liberty ; and afterwards al-
igs tering his Mind, order'd them to depart his Country, af-
) figning three Ports for their Paflage. Hoping (fays the Bi-
16 fop of Ofrius, no contemptible Latin Hiftorian of thefe
if latter Times) that the Favour of the Liberty he had given
de them, having fail'd of converting them to Chriftianity 3
e Jet the Difficulty of committing themfelves to the Mercy
L of the Mariners, and of abandoning a Country they were
My "ow habitnated to, and were grown very rich in, o o
at #d expofe themfelves in ftrange and unknown Regions,
5 would
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would certainly do it: But finding himfelf deceiv'd in
his Expettation, and that they were all refolv’d upon the L
Voyage, he cut off two of the Ports he had promifed

them, to the End, that the Length and Incommodity of
the Paflage might reduce fome; or that he might have
Opportunity, by crowding them all into one Place, the
more conveniently to execute what he had defigned ; which
was to force all the Children under fourteen Years of Ag,
from the Arms of their Fathers and Mothers, to tranfpor
them from their Sight and Converfation, into a Phe
where they might be inftruted, and brought up in oir
Religion. He fays that this produc’d a moft horrid Spec-
tacle; the natural Affeftion, betwixt the Parents and
their Children, and moreover their Zeal to their ancient
Belief, contending againit this violent Decree. Fathes
and Mothers were commonly feen making themfelves away,
and by a yet much more rigorous Example, precipitating
out of Love and Compaflion, their young Children into
Wells and Pits, to avoid the Severity of this Law. £
to the Remainder of them, the Time that had been pre
fi’d being expir'd, for want of Means to tranfport them,
they again return’d into Slavery. Some alfo turned Chr-
fians, upon whofe Faith, as alfo that of their Poftenty
even to this Day, which is a hundred Years fince, 1ew
Portuguefe car yet rely orbelievethem to be real Converts;
though Cuftom, and Length of Time, are much more
powerful Counfellors in fuch Changes, thanall other C‘m‘.r-
ftraints whatever. In the T'own of Caflienan-Darty, hi
ty Hereticks, Albegenfis, at one Time fuffer’d themfelvs
to be burat alive in one Fire, rather than they would -
nounce their Opinions. Quaties non modo ductorts 1y
dicit Cicero, fed univerfi etiam exercitus, ad non dQubioP
mortem concurrerunt 2 How of?, bawe not only our Lf“ﬂ?‘:r h
bnt awhole Armies, run to @ teriain and apparent Death?
1 have feen an intimate Friend of mine, withz real Al
feQion, that was rooted in his Heart by divers plauible
Arguments, which he would never permit me to difpoflefs
him of, run headlong upon Death upon the firlt honour
able Occafion that offer’d itfelf to him, toprecipira:ehim-
felf into it; and that too, without any Manner of i
ble Reafon, with ap obftinate and ardent Defire of dy%sé
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We have feveral Examples of our own Times of thofe, even
among little Children,who for Fear of a Whipping, or fome
fuch Iittle Thing, have difpatch’d themfelves. And, what
fhall we not fear, (faysone of the Ancients to that Purpofe)
if we dread that which Cowardice itfelf has chofen for it’s
Refuge ? Should I here producea tedious Catalogue of thofe
of all Sexcs and Conditions, and of all Sorts, even in the
moft happy Ages, who have either with great Conftancy
Jook’d Death in the Face, or voluntarily fought 1t; and
foughit it not only to avoid the Evils of this Life, but fome
purely to avoid the Satiety of living 3 and others, for the
Hope of a betier Condition elfewhere, I {hould never have
done. Nay; the Number is {o infinite, that in Truth, I
fhould have a better B:rgain on't, to reckon up thofe who
have fear’d it. This one therefore fhall ferve for all;
Pyrrho, the Philofopher, being one Day in a Boat, in a
very great Tempeft, thew’d to thofe he {aw the moft af-
frighted about him, and encourag’d them by the Example
of a Hog, that was there, nothirg at all concern’d at the
Storm. Shall we then dare to {ay, that this Advantage of
Reafon, of which we fo much bo:it, and upon the Ac-
count of which we think ourielves Mafters and Emperors
over the reft of the Creatures,was given us for a Torment ?
To what End ferves the Knowledge of Things, if it ren-
ders us more unmanly ? If we lofe the Tranquillity and
Repofe we thould enjoy without it 2 And if it puts us into
aworfe Condition than Pyrrhe’s Hog ? Shall we employ the
Underftanding that was conferr’d upon us for our greateft
Good, to our own Ruin? Setting ourfelves againft the
Defign of Nature, and the univerfal Order of Things,”
which intend that every onethould make Ufe of the Fa-
culties, Members and Means he has, to hisown beft Ad-
vantage ? But it may peradventure be objected againit me
your Rule is true enough as to what concerns Death : But
what will you fay of Neceflity ? What will you moreover
{ay of Pain, that Arifippus, Hieronymus, and almoft all the
wife Men have reputed the worit of Evils? And thofe who
have deny’d it by Word of Mouth, did however confefs it
in Effells. Poffidomius beng extremely tormented with a
fharp and painful Difeafe, Pompesus came to vifit him, ex-
¢ufing him{elf, that he had taken fo unfeafonable a’l ime to
2 come
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come to hear him difcourfe of Philofophy; God forbid,
{aid Poffidonius to him again, that Pain fhouid ever have the
Power to hinder me from talking, and Ih\,r"d}“ﬁn fell im-
mediately upona Difcourfe of the Contempt of Pain: But
in the mean Time, his cmnlnﬁlmity was playing it’s Patt,
and plagu a him to the Purpofe; to which he cry'd o,
thou may’ft work thy Will, Pain, and torment me with
all the Power thou haft, but thou fhalt never make me fay,
that thou art an Evil. This Story that they make fucha
Clutter withal, what is there in it, I fain would know, to
the Contempt of Pain? It only fights it with Words, and
in the mean T'ime, if the Shootings and Dolours he felt,
did not move him, why did he interrupt his Difcourfe!
Why did he fancy he did fo great a Thing, in forbearing
to confefs it an Evil ? All does not here confift in the Ima-
gination, our Fancies may work upon other Thmgs
But this here is a certain Science that is playing it's Par,
of which our Senfes themielves are Judge.

Dui nifi funt weri, ratio quogue falfa fit omnis *

Which if it be not here moft true ;
Reafon itfelf muft be falfe too.

Shall we perfuade our Skins, that the Jerks of a Whip
tickle us? Or our Tafte, that a Potion of Aloes is Graves
W’mc. Pyrrho’s Hog is here in the fame Predicament with

; heis not afraid ofl)c“th tis true, but if you beat
hml, he will cry out to fome Purpofe: Shall we force the
general Law of Nature, which in every living Creature
under Heaven is feen to tremble under Pain? The very
Trees feem to groan under the Blows they receive, Death
1s only felt by Dalcomfe forafmuch as it is the Mosion
of an Inftant.

Aut fuit, aut veniet, nibil eff prafentis in illa,
Moy @m’ minys prEnE, quan morda mor tis haket ”

—

® Tue A, | Owid. E}‘Jy’i‘, Ariad.
Death’s
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Death's always paft, or coming on, in this
. There never any thing of Prefent is:

And the Delays of Death more painful are,
Than Death itfelf, and Dying is by far.

s A Thoufand Beafts, a Thoufand "‘vTcn, are {ooner dead th:m
. threatned. That alfo which we principally pretend to fear
in Death is Pain, the ordinary Foreruntier of it: Yet, if
. we may believe a holy Father, Malam mortem non facit,
. #ifi quod [equitur mortem. Nothing makes Death Ewil, but
' awhat followws it. - And 1fhould yet fay more probably, that
neither that which goes before, nor that which follows af-
ter, are at all the Appendants of Death : We excufe our-
felves fafely. And I find by Ekpencnce that it is rather
our Imp"Ltianc at the Ima triﬂ ition of Death, that makesus
1mpmcr:t of Pain ; and that we find it dnubh grievous, as
it threatens us with Death. But Reafon accufing our Cow-
i ardice, for fearing a Thing fo fudden, {o unav OLJ 1ble, and
{0 infenfible, we take the other as the more excufable Pre-
tence. All Ills that carry no other Danger along with
them, but fimply the Evils themfelves, we delpife as
lhmﬂa of no I‘ﬂngcr The Tooth-Ach, or the Gout, as
pnarfi.i as they are, being yet not reputed mortal, who
reckons them in the Catalogue of Difeafes ? Bu" let us pre-
fuppofe, that in Death we pr mu“"lljr regard the Pain, as
HD} thereis no;hmg to be fear’d in quw but the Mife-
ries it bri ings along with it, of Thirft, Hunger, Cold,
Heat, W llELﬂll‘U’ and the OthETIIICOHVEHI\..IlCEb it makes us
fuﬂ'fr yet fill we have nothing to do with any Thmg but
Pain. Iwill grant, and very wi 1llingly, that it 1s the worlt
Accident of our Being, (for [ am the Man upon Earth that
the moft hates and avoids it, conf fidering, th at hithetto I
thank God I ha\c had fo 11ttie Commerce with it) but ftill
it lyes in us, if not to annihilate, at leaft to leflen it by
Patience, and though the Body fhould mutiny, to maintain
the Soul neverthelefs in a good Temper. And were it not
fo, who would ever have e given Reputation to Virtue, Va-
lour, Force, Magnanimity, and Refolution? Where were
thcn Parts to be. plaid, if thclc WEre no 13"1'1 to be defied 2
Avida efl periculi virtus®. Virtue is greedy of Danger,

e

Yere
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Were there no lying upon the hard Ground, no enduring;
armed at all Points, the Southern and Mid-day Heats, no
feeding upon the Fleth of Horfes and Affes, no feeing
ourfelves hack’d and hew'd to Pieces, no {uffering a Bullet
to be pulled out from amongft the fhattered Bones, the
fitching up, cauterifing, and fearching of Wounds, by
what Means were the Advantage we covet to have overthe
Vulgar to be acquired ? *Tis far from flying Evil and Pain,
what the Sages fay, that of A&tions equally good, a Man
fhould moft covet to perform that wherein there is greatel
Vabour and Pain. Nox ¢ff enim bilaritate, nec lafcivia, e
*ifu, aut joco comite leswitatis, fed Jepe etiave trifles frmiat,
& conflantia Jant beati® : For Men are not only happy by
Mirth and Wantonnefs, neithes by Laughter and Fefiing,
the Companion of Levity, but very ofren the praver and
more mnelancholick Sort of Men reap Felicity from their Steads-
nefs and Conflancy. And for this Reafon it ever was
impoflible to perfuade our Fore-fathers, but that the Vic-
tories obtained by Dint of Force, and the Hazard of War,
were {till more honourable than thofe gained with great
Security, by Stratagem or Practice.

: a —— A A 4 P
Leatius Efiy quoties maghn Jrffvz c’aayﬂm; z_‘ang’?zz,f. 'f .

A handfom A& more handfom does appear,
By how much more it coft the Doer dear.

Befides, this ought to be our Comfort, that naturally, if
the Pain be wiokent, tis but flort ; and if long, nathing
Violent * i gravis, brevis: 8¢ longus, levis f. Thou \fr"ﬂ
not feel it long, if thou feelelt it too much. it will either
put an End to itfelf, or to thee ; if thou can’it not {upport
it it will export thee.  Mewineris masximos. wiorte Smiri §
parwves mulla babere interwalla requietis :  Mediocrium nos {ﬂé

- - . ~ o " h g
dominos : Ut St tolerabiles fint, Feramas ; Jin minus, e ity
quam a non placeat targuam ¢ theatro ixeamus | = Remem-

e £
bery that great Oues are terminated by Death, that jmak

* Cicero de fin, 4. 2. + Luc. b, 9 1 Cieersi
ﬂ Cicero d: Jon,

haus
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bave long Intermiffions of Repofe, and that we are Ma-
flers of the moderate Sert: So. thaty if tolerable, we may
bear them, if mot, ave can go out of Life as from a Thea-
tre, awhere the Entertainment does not pleajfe us; that
which makes us fuffer Pain with fo much Impatience, is
the not being accuftomed to repofe our chiefeft Contentment
in the Soul, that we do not enough rely upon her who is
the fole and fovereign Miftrefs of our Condition. The
Body, faving in greater or lefs Proportion, has but one and
the fame Bent and Biafs; whereas the Soul 1s variable into
2l Sorts of Forms, and fubjects to herfelf, and to herown
Empire, all Things whatfoever ; both the Senfes of the
Body, and all other Accidents: And therefore it is, that
we ought to fiudy her, to enquire into her, a.rud to rouze
upall her powerful Faculties. "There is neither Reafon,
Form, ner Prefcription, that can any thing prevail againft
her Inclination and Choice ; of fo many Thoufands of
Biaffes that fhe has at her Difpofal, let us give her one pro-
per to our Repofe and Converfation, and then we fhail not
only be fheltered and {ecured from all Manner of Injury and
Oftence, but moreover gratified and obliged, if we will,
with Evils and Offences. She makes her Profit indifferently
of all Things. Error and Dreams {erve her to good Ufe,
as a loyal Matter to lodge us in Safety and Contentment.
'Tis plain enough to be ieen, that ’tis the Sharpnefs of our
Conceitthat gives the Edgeto ourPains and Pleafures. Bealts
that have no fuch Thing, leave to their Bodies their own
free and natural Sentiments, and confequently, in every
Kind, very near the fame, as appears by the refembling Ap-
plication of their Motions. 1f we would not diftarb, in
our Members, the Juri{dition that appertains to them 1a
this, ’tis to be believed, it would be the better for us, and
that Nature has given them a juft and moderate Temper
2

. ) e ~ &
both to Pleafure and Pain; neither can it fail of being juft,
being equal, and common. But feei
ourielves from tl
biillg I..ii_}t;'l't:,f of ourown Fancies, let us at Jeaf
cline them to the moft agreeable Side. Plato fe

vehemently enca

we haveenfranchis’d

fe Rules, to give on
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much fe pﬂ'"*' s and difunites them. As an Enemy is mad
maore fierce by our F Jm‘ht {fo Pain grows proud to {ee s
triuckle un -‘f;:‘ it. - She will {arrerdes upon mueh better
Terms to them who make Head againft her: A Man muf
rm‘rn e, and 1 outly {et himfelf ng.j':inl"': it. In I'C:il'ia‘.-gai‘.d
giving Ground, we invite and pall upon ourfelves the

o

fiu.l; that khsuc tens us, ~ As the i;q(‘y 15 more firm inan

£ncounter, the more itiffly and obftinately it applies itfelt
toit; fo it is with the Soul. But let us come to Exams
3 les, which are the proper Commodity for Fellows of fuch
teeble Reins as myfelf ; where we thall find, that it is with
Pain as with Stones that receive a more ipntu]y, or amore
languifhing Luftre, according to the Foil they are fet upon,
that it has no more Room in us than we are pleafed toal:
low it. Tantum doluerunt, quantum doloribus e inferuerunt™s
They grieved j} much the more, by how much thy [
themfelves to grieve. We are more fenfible of one Titdle
Touch of a L hirurgeon’s Lancet, than of twenty Wounds
with a Sword in the Heat of Fight. The Pains of Child:
IJC”rinn', faid by the Phyfician, and even by God himfelf;
to be very great, and which cur Women keep fo greata
Clutter a bum, there are whole Nations tlat make nothing
of them.” To fay nutinng of the Lacedemonian Womc.},
what Alteration can you fee in our Swirzers Wives of the
(Jmm, faving, as rhw trot after their Hufbands, you fe
them To- day '-.v.th the Child 11‘11*01115 at their Backs, that
they carried Yelterday in their Bellies ? And the counterfeit
Gypfies we have among {t us, go themfelves to wafh their's
s foon as they come into thc W orld, in the firft River they
meet. Befides {t any Whores as daily fteal their Chil Idren
outof their W omb, as before they ftole them in 3 that fait
and noble Wife of Sabinus, a Patrician of Rome, foran-
other’s Intereit alone, without Help, without erying ouf
or {o much as a Groan, endured the Bearing of Twils
A poor llxllrm, Boy of ﬁaruﬂc"f)'m il“vrllp' lolt, a Fox, (for
they more fear the Shameof th eu-hmve;} in Stealing, than
we do the Punithment of our Jm'wejv) and  having got
him under his Coat, did rather endure the Tearing onto
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ifcover his Theft, And another
d himfelf to be burnt to the
linto im.” eve, rather than difturb

e been a great Number,: for a

] o, following their Inftructions,
have at feven Years old endured to be whipt to Death,
without changing t_‘-'-f., Countenance: And Cicero has feen
them fight ¢ in Partie with Fifts, Feet and Teeth, ’till
they have fainted : hL{ {funk down, rather than ¢ Onft,fs them-
felves overcome.  Cuftom would never conquer Nature, for
he is ever invincible, but we have infected the Mind with
Shadows, De lights, Wantonnefs, Negligence and Sloth ;
and with vain "Jp.:; ons, and corrupt "»Lum 2rs, render’d it
theminate and mean. Ever ry one knows the Story of Scz-
wlk, who having ﬂlpL into the Enemies Camp to kill their
Gmr al, and nu”nu'r his ];Fow, to repair 111- Fault, by a
more ftrange Invention, and to deliver his Countr v, he
boldly confefled to Porferna, (who was the King he had an
.rTurem to kill) not only his Defign, but motcover added,
”‘L:’.Tt]"e". were then in his 'mlmp a great Number of Ra—
mang, his Accomplices in \I,: “nterprize, as good Men as he,
and to fhew what 2 one he himfelf was, 11.1\'111;:1, caufed a Pan
of burning Coals to be bro ught, he faw and endured his
'er to broil and roaft, ’tll the tvm himf{e lr Cong uvﬂ g
Homror at the Sigh

commanded the Pa ) be tal c~:.n
away.  Whar ‘wuh_-.. vou 1'_.-.'.-' r.‘-i" _|.‘.3~'-‘ '}* it u—':\LIl{l not
"J*fuf”rc to ref J::‘c his read r'm in 2 Book, whillt he was
under Incif on ! And of the other that p':rﬂil{‘:l to mock
atd ]—'uﬂ]' {_-'J ““."nt t of the Pains inflied upon him }

0 that the pr{; vok’d f.,u.cm of the Executioners that had
Jlluuh andling, and all the Inventions of Tartures re-
“‘J“D'W apon him one after --*10-'11{;", {pent in vain, gave
--~‘1 the Buclilers? But he wasa P wluic,‘.mr: A E*.L"i"Lf"I'
- ndui’d, and laug Jl'n o all the while , his Wounds

irched, lanced .ll,t. Lil;. t-!*. 1. ,'-'J_;.f; .t?.=::?.':-c;':.; ,g'_f’.-;;ﬁ

Sounlium "*f:z it g

quam 2 Luis non
3 3 2 I . < ( e 3 5 ey, ?
Verum etiam decubuit s'z.u"fﬁ.«'fs:r g :’2_.—'_3:.- Ciin decu-

i
Ullffet: * fagegis,s Ft ey o i P
j‘;f: JErrum recipere Jijlus, collum coniraxit * 2 What
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mean Fencer ever fo much as gave a Groan @ Which of
them ever fo much as \fﬁn red bis [,wf.,ra ance & Which o
them 1g or jfe”.r did either aith Shame? Wh -';-f

7, wwben be avas down, and commanded - to recaive ihe
L‘,H of the Savord, ever _,fmmu{ in bis Neck £ Let s
bring 1;1 the W omen too. Who has not heard at Paris of
her who caufed her Face to be flea’d, only for the frefher
Complexion of 2 new Skin ? There are fome who have
drawn good and found Teeth, to malke their Voices mor
{oft and fweet, or to. place them n better Order. How
many Examples of the Contempt of Pain have we in tht
Sex ? What can they not do? What do they fear toct,
for never fo lictle Hopes of an Addition to their Beauty?

Vellere qusis cura ¢ft albos afgrje capillos,
Et faciem u’m;mf pelle referre noOvVAN

Who pl lL,. d their n:;gj.r 'LL‘II& h}, 'Ell(, ROOE\, t‘d “’F’

An old Head, Face, with young Skin to fupply
I have {een fome of them fwallow ¢ .mfi Afhes, and @
their utmoft to deftroy their Stomachs, to get pale Con-
plexions. ~To make 2 fine Spani/b 1 oy, what Racks il
they not endure of Twe .1ImH and Bracing, "till they hatt
Notches in their Sides, cut<nto the very quick Flefh, ';l
{ometimes to Da-" h? Itisan ordinary Jl’mﬂ with feverd
Nations at this Day, to hurt them elves in tfoodj Tarnel 0
in Credit to w 11~-L they profefs, -of which our King &
lates notable Examples of what he has {een in Poland, 2
done towards himfelf. BL[L befides this, which Iknov®
have been imitatec - in France, when I camei™
that famous uiicm he Eftates at Bhis, I hadal ltte
be fi:ne f-Lcn a pf“- id in ho. to manifeft the .'m_nu
ftancy, gave helfef“]
yar or five good Jufty St
1 “"”“: 'E‘-}[ the El:,—o-:i E" ihed out to fomePurp’ f
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they prefently clap Fire to the Wound, where they. hold it
an incredible Time to flop the Blood, and form the Cica-
trice 5 People that have been Eye-Witnefles of it, have both
writ and {worn it to me. But for ten Afpers, there are
there every Day Fellows to be found, that will oive thema
{elves a _;'{'c:mf deep Slafh in the Arms or Thighs. Tam
willing, “Iioué",'f‘-, to have the Teftimonies neareft to us, when
we have molt Need of them ; for Chriftendom does furnifh
w with enough. And after the Ex ple of our bleffed
Guide, there have been many who would bear the Crofz.
We learn by Teftimony, very worthy of Belief, that the
King St. Leawis wore a Hair-Shirt, *till in his old Age his
Confeflor gave him a Difpenfation toleave itoff; and that
every Friday he caufed his Shoulders to be drubbed by his
Prieft with fix fmall Chains of Iron, which were always
carried about amongft his Night Accoutrements for that
Purpofe. Willianm, our late Duke of Guienne, the Father of
this £ leanor,who has tran{mitted thisDutchy into the Houfes
of France and England, continually for ten or twelve Years
before he died, wore a Suit of Armour under a religious
Habit, by Way of Penance. Fulé, Count of Anjou,
Went as far as Ferufalem, to caufe himfelf to be whipt
there by two of hisServants, with a Rope about his Neck,
before the Sepulchre of our Lord : But do we not, more-
over, every Gaod-Eriday, in {everal Places, {ee great Numbers
of Men and Women, beat and whip themielves "till they
lcerate and cut the Flefh to the very Bones? [ have often
leen this, and without Enchantment, when it was {aid, there
Wete fome amongft them, (for they go difguifed) who for
Money undertoolk by this Means to fave harmlefs the Reli-
gion of others, by a Contempt of Pain, fo much the
gieater, as the Incentives of Devotion are more effeftya]
than thofe of Avarice. 2. Maximus buried his Son whet
€Was a Conful, and M. Cars his when Praztor eleét ;
L-_ Paulus both his, within a few Da
With fuch a Countenance as expreiled no Manner
ff-id once merrily of a certain Perfon, that he had
Painted the L‘ifvi;'le'_]Ll:":[cc : For the violent Death of t

Oroyes L . ~ . e = e
g0wn.up Children of his, veing one Day {ent him, for a
{erera @ =5 A it / e
e ocourge, as it is to be fuppoled, he was {o far from
e sl frad +] o G Py e KRR NS, 1
‘g aflicted at the Accident, that he rather took it for a
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particular Grace and Favour of Heaven. I do not folloy
thefe monftrous Humours,though Ioft two orthreeat Nurfe,
*f not without Gricf, at leaft, without repining, and yet
there is hardly any Accident that pierces nearer to the Quick,
I {ee a great many other Occafions of Sorrow, that fhould
they happen to me, I{hould hardly feel ; and have defpiled
fome when they have befallen me, to which the World has
given fo terrible a Figure, that I fhould blufh to boaftof
my Conftancy. Ex quo intellivitur, non in Natura, [l
Opintone effe fj’—‘.'grs’.’;r.’ff;'.aur.'a; ¥ . By avhich it is underfi ood, that
the Grief 5 not in Nature, but Opinion, Opinion 154
powerful Party, bold, and without Meafure ; who ever{0
greedily hunted after Security and Repofe, as Alexanderand
Ce/far did after Difturbances and Difficulties? Terez, it
Father of Sitalces, was wont to fay, that when he hadno
Wars, he fancied there was no Difference betwixt him and
his Groom. Cato the Conful, to fecure fome Cities of
in from Revolt, only interditting the Inhabitants from
vearing Arms,a great many killed themfelves: Ferox gt
nullam: wita rati fine Armis effe: A fierce Pegple, %
thought there awas no Life auithout Arms. How many @
we know, who have forfaken the Calms and Sweet of
a quiet Life, at home amongft their Acquaintance, to feek
out the Honour of uninhabitable Deferts ; and having pr
cipiratcd them{elves into foabjefta Condition, asto become
the Scorn and Contempt of the World, have hugged them:
felves with the Conceit, even to Affeftation. Cardiné
Barromeus, who died lately at Milan, the Midft of ol
the Jollity that the Air of Ztaly, his Youth, Birthand E‘f“
Riches invited him too, kept himf{elf in fo auftere a Waj
of Living, that the fameRobe he wore in Summer, fere
him for Winter too ; had only Straw for his Bed, and hiS
Fours of Vacancy from the Affairs of his Employmen B
continually fpent in Study upon his Knees, having a itk
Bread and a Glafs of Water fet by his Book, which was
the Provifion of his Repaft, and all the Time hB_*PE““”
Bating. I know fome who confentingly have acquired bo
Profit and Advancement from Cuckoldry, of which the
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bare Name only affrights fo many People. If the Sight
be not the moft neceflary of all our Senfes, *tis at leaft the
moft pleafant: But the moft pleafant and the moft ufeful of
all our Members, feem to be thofe of Generation, and yet
agreat many have conceived a mortal Hatred againit them,
only for this, that they were too amiable ; and have de-
prived themfelves of them, only for their Value. As much
thought he of his Eyes, that put them out. ‘The Gene-

rality and more folid Sort of Men look upon Abundance of

Children as a great Blefling ; I, and {ome others, think it
as great a Benefit to be without them. And when youafk
_%ﬁf'-’i, why he does not marry, he tells you, becaufe he
has no Mind to leave any Pofterity behind him, That our
Opinion gives the Value to Things, is very manifeflt in a
great many of thefe which we do not fo much regard to
prize them, but ourfelves; and never confider, either théir
Virtues, or their Ufe; but only how dear they coft us: As
though that were a Part of their Subftance: And we only
repute for Value in them, not what they bring to us, but

What we add to them. By which I underftand, that we -

are great Managers of our Expence. As it weighs, it ferves
for fo much as it weighs; our Opinion will never fuffer it
to want of it’s Value. The Price gives Value to the Dia-
mond, Difficulty to Virtue, Suffering to Devotion, and
G”Piﬂg to Phyfick. A certain Perfon to be poor, threw
his Crowns into the fame Sea to which fo many came from
all Parts of the World to fifh and rifle for Riches. Epicurus
fﬁ}’ss‘ That to be rich, is no Advantage, but only an Al-
teration of Affairs. In plain Truth, it is not Want, but
father Abundance that creates Avarice. Neither will I ftick
to deliver my own Experience concerning this Affair.
_Lhave fince my Childhood lived in three Sorts of Condi-
tions 5 the firft, which continued for twenty Years, I paflt
over without any other Means but what were accidental, and
de_PEﬂding upon the Allowance and Affiftance of others,
Without Stint or certain Revenue. I then fpent my Mo-
ey {o much the more chearfully, and with fo much the
lefs Care how it went, as it wholly depended upon my o-
ver Confidence of Fortune ; and never lived more at my
ae, Tnever had the Repulfe of finding the Purfe of any
of my Friends fhat againft me, having enjoined myfelf this
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Neceflity above all '-tiﬂ whatever, by no Means
to fail of Payment at I : 1 alfo they
hu‘. € a It ouf: {pi :'cd_, H:C:‘ﬂg how careful Twasto
I 5 {'z: that I practifed at once a thrifty, and with-

larin f"i'f‘n-vi‘r\' I naturally feel a Kindof
, as if T eafed my Shoulders of a trouble-
in freeing m',-’:h from that Image of
3 TI ad a ravithing Kind of Satisfac-
tion, in plez ther 3,' d.\a"-v; a j.h, Aé&ion,  Thofe
Kind of }:.]Ll'y man excepted, where the' irovu e of Reckon-
ing and Dodp e e L.:.lu.. and in {uch Cafes, wherel
can meet with no lody to eafe mc of that hatefal Torment,
I avoid them, how fcandaloufly and injurioufly foever, al
I poflibly can, for fear of thofe little w 1‘,11 ng Dif {
which, both by Humour, and Way o ¢
totally improper and unfit.  There is nothing I hate fo
much, as driving on a Bargain; tis a mere Tr;‘ fick of Co-
zenage and Impudence ; where, after an Hour's Ches p]‘i]'-"
and ]jL,Luf ing, both Parties abandon their Word and 1 Oatn
for five Sols l"n fit or Abatement. ~ And yet 1 always bor-

o

rowed atgreaf D Jifadvant tage, for wanting the Confidenceto
ipeak to the Perfon myfelf, I committed my Requeft tothe
qumt{'c-r of a Letter, which ufually isno very {uccefsfil
Advocate, and is of very great _h.'-.-':‘n__-f e to him who has
a Mind todeny. Iin thofe Days !'J.‘;f_'l-l'f.’_](,—i.‘.!]lh[}-’ and freelf
referred the Conduét of my Affzirs to the Stars, than Lhave
fince done to my own Prr‘; idence and Judgment. Mot
good Hufbands s Took upon it as a horrib leT hmn to live al-
ways thus in Uncertainty, and are not angry in the fir
: - the greate tP-rL of the World live fo. Hﬂh
1y Men have wholly flighted and aban donedt
their own Eftates 2 ‘L..L‘. yet daily doit, t0 truf
yur of Princes and fickle Fortune!
2 ran above a Million of Gold, more than he W
worth, 1 Debt, to become C.-:-_,.f’.f;:,n-_ And how many Mcj"
chants have begun their T by the Sale of ther
Farms, which they fent into the Dndies ?

']‘-"
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Dot per impetentia freta® 2
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In fo great a Dearth of Devotion, as we fee in thefe ]J.ng F
we have a thoufand and a ;huuinnd Colleges that pafs it o-
ver commodiouily enough, mpcé‘tnw every Day their Din-
ner from rhr-lmu‘mt_‘, ‘of Heaven. . Secondly, They do
not take Notice, that this Certitude, upon which they fo
much rely, is not much lefs uncertain and hazardous than
Hazard itfelf. 1 fee Mifer y as near beyond two thoufand
Crowns a Year, as if it ftood clofe by me; for befides,

that it is in the Power of Chance to make a hundred
Breaches to Poverty, through the greateft Strength of our
Riches (there being very often no Mean betwixt the high-
et and the lowelt Fortune.)

Firtuna cwitrea eff » Tum, ouum [blendet, franzitur®
L JE ’ &

Fortune iz Glafs, the brighter it d ml thine
More frail, and {ooneit broken when moft fine.

And to turn all our Barricado’s and Bulwarks Topfy-Turvy,
I find that by divers Caufes, Indigence is as fl‘“t".i ntly {een
toinhabit with thofe who hcwe}_lmrf», as w:th thofe that
have none; and, peradventure, it is then far lefs grievous
when 1or1e than when accompany’d with Rlcm,s, which
flow more fvom good Management than Income Faber eff
Jie quifjue Fortune +: Ewery oneis the f‘fr{.-*z,:;v,-uen of bis
own Fortune ; and an uneafy, neceflitous, bufy Man, {feems
o me more miferable, than he that is fimply poor. /z
dwitiis ing hes, quod génus ege) flatis g}au:y,mvm ¢ft.  Poor in
the UNM r:?f Re:‘mr - aubich is the mof! .r.a'ffs‘:‘vfmmfit'—' Kind cf
Poverty. 'The g1 c.Lu’-L and moft wealthy Princes are by
P'J"E”V and Want driven  to the molt extreme P%{cﬂlt\,' :
For can there be any mor® Extreme, than to become T Ty-
lants and unjuft L-{Llpm's of their Subjects Goods and
Lh;,tﬂc ? =

My fecond' Condition of Life was, to have Money of
my own ; wherein I {o ordered the \i’lt[cr, that T had
foon laid up a very notable Sum out of {o mean a Fortune ;
CDT‘:{ULIHJ” with my il‘._i that that (Jlll_:,f was to be '['C}'jutcd

A S
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i

J‘l _ having, which a Man referved from his ordir pence

I that a Man ot nl'ri'-::l]ﬂ‘tc!}-' rely upon Revent to e

}!- ceive, h.'.-r ! igat For what,

3 1aid I, 1f I {hould be furprized by fuch or {uchan Accident;
and after { like vain and vicious Imaginations, would
very leaynedly, by this Hoarding of Money, provide &
gaindt all Inconveniencies; and could moreover anfyer,
uch a

0 s obje€led to me, that the Number of them wasto
nfinite, that 1 could not lay up for all, T could however

it at leaft for fome, and f'::-f' a5 not this

Yetaw

7 2 r ,L'-';‘l,l;'.'{_jr b'l[ lel l.'n
others do, who lj{,m:; rich, pretend to be poor, _|.d
being poor, pretend to be rich, difpenfing with the
(.Gl‘lh,l(jllf:('ﬁ from ever telling {;"-__\.1.,,:; what they hate,
A ridiculous and fthameful Prudence. Was Ito ¢ go a Jour:
ney ! methought I was never enough pro vided ; and the
more [ loaded myfelf with I y, the more alfo was 1
loaded with Jm;, one while the Da of the Roads,
another of the Fidelity of him who ha arge of my
mgf*“:rt of whom, as {ome others that I know, Im
never {ufiici iumy fecure, if I had him not always in of
iyve. If I chanced to l-c::w,'c the Key of my (Cabinet be-
hind me, what flrange Jealoufies and Anxicty of Mi

did I enter into ? And which was worf{e, without i*.“i'xl
icquaint any Body w"il it, My Mind was *ei‘er
ith fuch T as Iu: H L‘l thatall'l I"h.""fu]

, there is more 'l muul in hcer ng Money, l|~-|-"'

"B
(%)

« ] *
it, -And if iuu not altogether {o much lei
L
noc Lﬁ"uL a '1'.' }r{.‘ {C'I».I]C:-LL llf {{}]-L-LDN
Money, a5 I h le myfelf; yet it coft me fomet!

at leaft to overn mvielf from bt'n‘.-_' {0, }_ reap ed little or
110 ;3:(1:.'.1-._ ge :‘-’."" \';.hlaL | F!;—-'.d'; Cll"tl.“‘ 1 ]_r',‘,(,‘m |:L|11~EL
Fm?i‘-i!'-f_; ¢l foi h':\,"i;;g the more to fpend : ]c:,-
i hairy.Men are as 1‘1“1‘,‘ as the bald t.g be
r you are once accuitomed to it, and 12

rt uponyour He: ap It 15 N more at your

:'\ll.-']_'rl."i('i'.'1 }"i]'? € ,.,Lj 81 1I our {IL. ATt ot [}Tt’nr\ L+ J l"'"

B S i A, e e |
Hunaimg that yvou:wall fa ncy, m uft (,rf l"'n“-‘l“[fqt!r”ublt‘

1
P e S
I you flir but the leaft Pebble: \'*(C

down to ]
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fity muft firlt take you by the Throat, before you can pre-
vail upon yourfelf to touch it: And I would fooner have
pawn’d any Thhing I had, or fold a Houfe, and with much
lefs Conftraint upon myf{elf, than have made the leaft Breach
in that beloved Purfe I had fo cunningly laid by. But
the Danger was, that a Man cannot eafily prefcribe cer-
tain Limits to this Defire, (for they are hard to find in T'hings
that a Man conceives to be good,) and to ftint this good
Hufbandry fo, that it may not degenerate into Avarice :
Men {till being intent upon adding to the Heap, and in-
creafing the Stock from Sum to Sum, ’till at laft they vile-
ly deprive them{elves of theEmjoyment of their own pro-
per Goods, and throw 2ll in Referve, without making any
Ufe of them at all. According to this Rule, they are the
richeft People in the World, who are {et to guard theGoals,
and to defend the Walls of a wealthy City. All money'd
Men I conclude to be covetous. Plafo places corporal or
human Riches in this Order ; Health, Beauty, Strength
and Riches ; and Riches, fays he, is not blind, but very
clear fighted, when illuminated by Prudence. Dionyfius
the Son, did a very handfom A&t upon this Subjeét. He
was informed, that one of the Syracufans had hid a Trea-
fure in the Earth, and thereupon fent to the Man to bring
it to him, which he accordingly did, privately referving a
fmall Part of it only to himfelf, with which he went to
another City, where being cured of his Appetite of Hoard-
ing, he began to live at a more liberal Rate; which Dis-
mfius hearing, caufed the reft of his T'reafure to be reftor’d
to him, faying, that fince he had learnt how to ufe it, he
very willingly returned it back unto him.
I continued fome Years in this hoarding Humour, when
I know not what good Genius fortunately put me out of it,
as he did the Syracufan, and made me throw abroad all my
Referve at Random ; the Pleafure of a certain Voyage I
took of very great Expence, having made me fpurn this
fond Love of Money under Foot, by which Means Iam
Now fallen into a third Way of Living, (I fpeak what I
think of it) doubtlefs much more pleafant and moderate,
which is, that I live at the Height of my Revenue, fome-
times the one, fometimes the other may perhaps exceed,
but 'tis very little, and but rarely that they differ at all; I
live




306 MonTa1GNE’s Bffays,

live from Hand to Mouth, and content myfelf in hari:g
{uflicient for my l.ri't‘fl:nt and ordinary Expence; forasto
extraordinary Occafions, all the laying up in" the World
would never {uffice ; and tis the greateft Folly imaginableto
expect, that Fortune thould ever f{ufficiently arm us againk
herfelf. *T'is with our own Arms that we are to fight her,
accidental Ones will betray us in the Pinch of the Bufinels
If Ilay up, ’tis for fome near and defigned Expence, and
not to purchafe Lands, of which I have no Need, butto
purchafe Pleafure.  Noz ¢/fe cupidum, pecunia eff 5 non ift
emacem, vedtigal efi* : Not 1o be covetous, is Money ; wt
20.be a Purchafer, is a Tribute. 1 neither am in any great
Apprehenfion of wanting, nor in any Defire of getting any
more 5 Divitiarum fruitus efl in copia ; copiam declarat falit:
tast.: The Fruits of Rickes he in abundance, Satiely
clares abundance.  And I am very well pleafed with my-
felf, that this Reformation in me has fallen out in an Age
naturally inclined to Avarice, and that I {ee myfelf cleard
of aFolly fo.common to cld Men, and the moft ridiculos
of all human Follies.  Fexaulz, a Man who had i
through both Fortunes, and found that the Increafe of Stb-
ftance was no Increafe of Appetite, either to Eatng or
Drinking, Sleeping, or the Enjoyment of his Wife; and
who, on the other Side, felt the Care of his (Economy lje
heavy upon his Shoulders, 4s it does on mine; wasit:
folved to pleafe a poor young Man, his faithful Friend,
who panted after Riches, by making him a Gift of _:151hl5.-
which was exceflively great, and moreover of all e W&
in the daily Way of getting by the Liberality of Gt
his good Malter, and by the War; conditionally that he
fhould take Care handfomly to maintain, and plentifillf
to entertain him as his Hoft, and his Friends; ';T.-'hj(‘hbi']i'{.g
accordingly embraced and performed, they afterwars
lived very happily together, both of them equally contett
with the Change of their Condition. An Example that!
could imitate with all my Heart. And very much#
prove the Fortune of an ancient Prelate, whom Ilﬁ:e 10
have fo abfolutely ftripped himfelf of his Purfe, his Re:

—

* Cicero Perad. Ul + Lbid.
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venue, and Care of his Expence ; committing them one

while to one trufty Servant, and another while to ar rs
that he has fpun out a long Succeflion of Years, as 1g int

by this Means of his domeftick Affairs, as a mere Stranger.
The Confidence of another Man’s Virtue, is no light Kvi-
dence of a Man’s own ; befides, God is pleafed to favour
fuch a Confidence, as to what concerns him of whom I
am fpeaking, I fee no where a better govern’d Family, nor
2 Houfe more nobly and conftantly maintained than his;
happy in this, to have ftated his Affairs to fo juil a Propor-
tion, that his Eftate.is fufficient to do it without his Care
or Trouble, and without any Hindrance, either in the fpend-
ing or laying it up, to his other more decent and quiet
Employments, which are moft fuitable both to his Place
and Liking.  Plenty then and Indigence depend upon the
Opinion every one has of them ; and Riches, no more
than Glory or Health, have no more either Beauty or
Pleafure, than he is pleafed to lend them, by whom they
are poffeft. Every one is well or ill at Eafe, according as
he finds himfelf: Not he whom the World believes, bt
he who himfelf believes to be {o, is content; and in him
alone Belief gives itfelf Being and Reality. Fortune does
usneither Good nor Hurt; fhe only prefents us the Matter
and the Seed, which our Soul, more powerfully than' fhe,
turns and applies as fhe belt pleafes; being the {ole Caufe
and {'m'crejgn Miftrefs of her own happy or unhappy
Fondition, All external Acceflions receive Tafte and Cg-
our from the internal Conftitution, as Clothes warm us,
not with their Heat, ‘but our own, which they are fit to
tover and keep in; and who would cover a cold Body,
would do the {fame Service for the Cold, for fo Snow and
Iee are preferved. And after the fame Manner that Study
12 Torment to a T'ruant, Abftinence from Wine to a good
Lampnnion, Frugality to the Spcnd-thrif , and Exercife to
aL‘-az}r‘ tender-bred Fellow ; {o it is of all the reft. The
~h1ng5 are not {o painful and difficult of themfelves, but
ourWeaknefs or Cowardice makes them fo. ~ To judge of
steat and high Matters, requires a {uitable Soul, otherwife
We attribute the Vice to them, which is really our own.
A firait Oar feems crooked in the Water : It does mot
Oly import that we fee the Thing, but how, and after

3 swvhat
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what Manner we fee it. But after all this, why amongt
{o many Difcourfes, that by fo many Arguments perfuade
Men to defpife Death, and endure Pain, can we not find
out one that makes for us? And of fo many Sorts of [ms-
ginations as have fo prevailed upon others, as to perfuade
them to do fo, why does not every one apply fome onet
himf{elf, the moft {fuitable to his own Humour? If hecn
not away with a firong werking Apozem to eradicate the
Evil, let him at leaft take a Lenitive to eafe it. Opiminsf
guadam effeminata, at levis: Nec in dolore magis,quam cadm
in woluprate : Lua quum liguefcimus flyimafgue mollitia, oji
aculeum fine clamore ferre non poffumaus.  Totum in co of
tibi imperes™ ;. There is a cerlain. Light and effeminate Oge
nion, and that not more in Pain than it is even in P,-".m_lﬂurf
#felf ;s by awbich, wwhilfl we refl and wallrw in Eaﬁ and
W antonnefs, awe cannot endure fo'much as the Stinging of o
Bee avithour roaring. Al that lyes in it is only this, 1o i
mand thyfelf. ~ As to the reft, a Man does not tranfgh
Philofophy, by permitting the Acrimony of Pains and hi-
man Frailty to prevail {o much above Meafure; for they
will at laft be reduced to thefe invincible Replies. Ifitle
ill to live in Neceflity, at leaft there is no Neceflity upona
Man to live in Neceflity. No Man continues ill long, bu
by his own Fault. And who has neither the Courageto
die, nor the Heart to live: Who will neither refift oo
fly, what fhould a Man do to him ?

* Cicero Tufe. Lb. 2.
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