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C H &P-—XLIL
Of the Inequality among Jt us.

Lutarch fays fomewhere, that he docs not find fo great

a Difterence betwixt Beaft and Beafl, as he does betwist
IMan and Man. Which is faid in Reference to the internal
Qualities and Perfections of the Soul. And in Truth, [
find, (according to my poor Judgment,) {o vaft a Diftance
betwixt Epaminondas, and fome that I know, (who ar
yet Men of common Senfe;) that I would willisigly enhane
upon Plutarch, and {ay, that there is more Difference be
twixt fuch and fuch a Man, than there.is betwixt fuch
Man and fuch a Beatt :

Hem wir wiro quid preflat* 1

How much alas,
One Man another doth {urpafs !

And that there are as many and innumerable Degteesof
Wits, as there are Cubits betwixt this and Heaven, Bt
as touching the Eftimate of Men, ’tis ftrange, that, our:
felves excepted, no other Creature is efteemed beyond its
proper Qualities. We commend a Horfe for his Strength
and Surenefs of Foot,

Volucrum
Sic laudamus equum, facili cui plurima palma
Fervet, &F exuliat rauco wiltoria circo 5

So we commend the Horfe for being fleet,
Who many Palms by Breath and Speed does get)
And which the Trumpets in the Circle grace,
With their hoarfe Clangors for his well-run Race.

* Ter. For. 42, 5. Se. 3. + Fuwenal, Sat. 5.
3
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and not for his rich Caparifons; a Greyhound for his
ohare of Heels, not for his fine Collar ;3 a Hawk for het
Wing, not for her Geflesand Bells. Why, in like Man-
ner, do we not value a Man for what is properly his own ?
He has a great T'rain, a beautiful Palace, fo much Credit, {o
many thoufand Pounds a Year, and all thefe are about him;
but not in him. You will not buy a Pig in a Poke: If
you cheapen a Horfe, you will fee him ftript of his Houf~
ing-clothes, you will fee him naked and open to yourEye ;
orif he be clothed, as they anciently were wont to pre-
fent them to Princes to fell, ’tis only on the léfs important
Parts, that you may not fo much confider the Beauty of
his Colour, or the Breadth of his Crupper, as principally
0 examine his Limbs, Ejyes and Feet, which are the
Members of greateft Ufe:

Regibus hic mos ¢ft, ubi equos mercantur, opertos
Sufpiciunt, ne fi facies, ut Jzpe, decora

Molli fulta pede eff, emptorem inducat hiantem,

LQuod pulehre clunes, breve quod caput; ardia cervix *,

When Kings Steeds cloth’d, as’tis their Manner, buy,
They ftraight examine very curiouily,

Left ajfhort Head, a thin and well rais’d Creft,

A broad fjpread Buttock, and an ample Cheft,

Should all be propt with an old beaten Hoof;

To gull the Buyer when they come ta Proof.

Whi in giving your Eftimate of 4 Man, do you ptize him
Wapt and muffled up in Clothes? He then difcovers no-
thing to you, but fuch Parts as are not in the leaft his own ;
id conceals thofe, by which alone one may rightly judge
% his Value. *Tis the Price of the Blade that you enquire
o, and not of the Scabbard : You would not, peradven-
re, bid a Farthing for him, if you faw him ftripped. You
&¢t0 judge him by himfelf, and not by what he wears.
«‘}ﬂd 45 one 6f the Ancients very pleafantly faid, Do you

0w why you repute him tali? You reckon withal the

—

v * Hor. lib, 1. Sat, 2.
YoL. I, : Heighth




214 MonTA1GNES Effays.

Heighth of his Chepines, whereas the Pedeital is no Part
of the Statue. Meafure him without his Stilts, let him
lay afide his Revenues and his Titles, let him prefent him-
{elf in his Shirt, then examine if his Body be {ound and
{pritely, active and difpofed to perform it’s Functions?
What Soul has he ? Is it beautiful, capable, and happily
provided of all her Faculties ? Is fhe rich of what is her
own, or of what fhe has borrowed ? Has Fortune no Hand
in the Afair? Can fhe, without winking, ftand the Light-
ning of Swords ? Is fhe indifferent, whether her Life ex-
pire by the Mouth, or through the Throat? Is fhe fettled,
even and content ? This is what is to be examined, and by
that you are to judge of the vaft Differences betwixt Mia
and Man. Ishe

Sapiens, fibique imperiofus
Duem neque pauperies, neque mors, neque Vincyla lerrt
Refponfare cupidinibus, contemnere honores

Fortis, & in feipfo totus teres atque rotundus,

Externi nequid waleat per leve morari,

In quem manca ruit femper fortuna ™ ¢

Wife, and commanding o'er his Appetite.

One whom, nor Want, nor Death, nor Bonds can frighty
To check his Lufts, and Honours fcorn, fo ftout,

And in himfelf fo round and clear throughout,

That no external Thing can ftop his Courfe,

And on whom Fortune vainly tries her Force.

fuch 2 Man is raifed five hundred Fathoms above Kin:
doms and Dutchies, he is an abfolute Monarch in and 10

himfelf.
Sapiens Pol ipfe fingit fortunam fibi |-
The wife Man his own Fortune makes.

What remains for him to covet or defire ?
L ag——

® Hor. lib. 2. Sat. 7. % Plaut, Tri. A&, 2- Sfr_a;r,
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Of the Incquality among ft us.
: Nonne widemus
Nil aliud fibi naturam latrare, nifi ut guot
Corpore fejunius dolor abfst, mente fruatur
Sucundo fenfu, cura femotus metuque * 2

LA
-
1% 1

We fee that Nature to no more afpires ;

Nor to herfelf a greater Good requires,

Than that, whofe Body is from Dolors free;

He fhould his Mind with more Serenity,

And a more pleafing Senfe enjoy; quite clear,
From thofe two grand Difturbers, Grief and Fear.

Compare with fuch a one the common Rabble of Man-
kind, ftupid and mean-{pirited, fervile, inftable, and con-
tinually floating with the Tempeft of various Paffions, that
toffes and tumbles them to and fro, and all depending upon
others, and you will find a greater Diftance than betwixt
Heaven and Farths and yet the Blindnefs of common
Ufage is fuch, that we make little or no Account of it
Whereas, if we confider a Peafant and a King, a Noble-
Man and a Clown, a Magiitrate and a private Man; a rich
Manand a poor, there appears a vaft Difparity, though they
differ no more (as.a.Man may fay) than in their Breeches.
I Thrace the King was diftinguithed from his People after
4very pleafant Manner ; he had a Religion by himfelf, a
God of his own, and which his Subjects were not to pre-
fune to adore, which was Merenry 5 whilft, on the ather
Side, he difdained to have any Thing to do with theirs,
Mars, Bacchus, and Diana. And yet they are no other
than Pictures, that make no effential Diffimilitudes for as
Jou fee Ators in a Play, reprefenting the Perfon of a Duke
oran Emperor, upon the Stage, and immediately after, in
te Tiring-Room; return to their true and original Con-
ston ; fo- the Emperor, whofe Pomp and Luftre does fo
Gezzle you in Publick,

Silicer, €5 grandes wiridi cum luce [fmaragd:
Auro includyntur, teriturque Thalaffina weflis
Alfedue, & weneris Sidorem exercita petat +.

L P

S larda, + Luc. 1, 4.
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MonTA1GNE"s Effays.

Great Emeralds richly are in Gold enchaft,
"T'o dart green Luftre, and the Sea-green Velt
Continually is worn and rubb’d to Frets,
Whilft it imbibes the Juice that Penus {weats.

do but peep behind the Curtain, and you’ll fee nothing
more than an ordinary Man, and peradventure more con-
temptible than the meaneft of his Subjeéts. J/ beatus in
worfum eff, HRins brafeata felicitas off * © True Happinif
!}w*qu’drin, the other is but a counterfeit Felicity, Cowar:
dice, Irrefolution, Ambition, Spite and Envy, arc
predominant in him as in another.

Now enim gaze, neque confularis

Summowet liffor, miferos tumultus

Mentis, & curas lagueata circane
Tecta wolantes T

For neither Wealth, Honours, nor Offices,

Can the wild Tumults of the Mind appeafe,
Nor chafe thofe Cares, that with unwearied Wing
Hover about the Palaces of Kings.

Nay, Solitude and Fear attack him, even in the Cent®
of his Battalions.

Reverague metns hominum, cureque [equactsy
Nee metuunt fonitas armorum, nec fera tela,
Audalierque inter Reges, revumgque potentes
Ferfantar, neque fulgorem reverentur ab autt i

For Fears and Cares warring with human Hearts,
Fear not the Clath of Arms, nor Points of Darbi
But with great Kings and Potentates make bold,
Maugre their Purple and their glitt’ring Gold.

Do Fevers, Gouts and Apoplexies fpare them any fo%
than oneof us? When old Age hangs heavy upona Prince;

® Sen ,ET ; : . ’ Luc bt
"'“I p. 115, T Horage, lib. 2. Ode 16 iShuuldfT-‘s
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Of the Inequality amongf? us. 3%

Shoulders, can the Yeomen of his Guard eafe him of the
Burthen? When he isaftonifhed with the Apprehenfion of
Death, can the Gentlemen of his Bed-Chamber comfort
and affure him ? When Jealoufy, or any other Capricio,
fwims in his Brain, can our Compliments and Ceremonies
seftore him to his good Humour ¢ The Canopy embroi-
dered with Pearl and Gold he lyes under, has no Virtue
againft a violent Fit of the Stone or Colick.

Nec calidee citius decedunt corpore febres
Textilibus fi in pilturis, oftroque rubenti
Jadteris, quam fi plebeia in wefle cubandum eff *.

Nor {ooner will a Calenture depart,

Altho’ in figur’d Tiflues lodg’d thou art,

Than if thy homely Couch were meanly {pread
With pooreft Blankets of the coarfeft Thread.

The Flatterers of Alexander the Great poflefled him, that
he was the Son of Fupiter : But being one Day wounded,
and obferving the Blood ftream from hisWound, What fay
you new, {my Friends) {aid he, is not this Blood of a crim-
fon Colour, and purely Human? This is not of the Com-
plexion with that which Homer makes to iffue from the
wounded Gods. The Poet Hermedorus had writ a Poem
inHonour of Antigonus, wherein he called him the Son of
the Sun : But he that has the emptying of my Clofe-ftool
({4id Antigomus) will find to the contrary. He is but a Man
atbeft, and if he be deformed, or ill qualified from his
Birth, the Empire of the Univerfe can neither mend his
Shape nor his Natute ;

e e Puelle
Hunc rapiant, quidguid culeavverit bic, rofa fiat t.

Tho’ Maids fhould ravifh him, and where he goss,
Inevry Step he takes fhould {pring a Rofe ;

——

* Luc, i, 2, + Perfius, Sat. 2.
Y 3 e | what




218 MoNTAIGNE’s Efjays:

what of all that, if he be a Fool and a Sot, even Pleafure
and good Fortune are not relithed without Vigour and
Underftanding.

Hezc perinde funt, ut illius animus, qui ea poffidet,
Dui uti feit, ei bonay illi, qui non utitur recle, mala®,

Things to the Souls of their Pofleflors {quare ;
Goods if well us'd, if ill, they Evils are.

Whatever the Benefits of Fortune are, they yet require2
Palate fit to relith and tafte them : *T'is Fruition, and not
Pofleflion, that renders us happy.

Now domus, & fundus, non aris acervus & auri,
Agroto domini deduzxit corpore febres,

Non animo curas, waleat poffeffor oportet,

Qui comparialis rebus bene cogitat uti,

Qui cupit, aut metuit, juvat illum fic domus aut 16
Ut lippum pidie Tabule, fomenta podagram+.

Mannors, or Heaps of Brafs and Gold, afford
No Eafe at all to their Febrifick Lord;

Nor can they cure his Cares ; ’tis requifite
The Good’s Poffeflor know the Ufe of it
Who fears or covets, thefe {o help him out,
As Pi&ures blind Folks, Cataplaims the Gout,

He is aSot, hisTafte is palled and flat ; he no more enjoys
what he has, than one that has a Cold relifhes the Flavour
of Canary; or thana Horfe is fenfible of his rich Caparifon.
Plaro is in the right, when he tells us, that Health, Beauty,
Vigour and Riches, and all the other Things called Goods,
are equally Evil to the Unjuft, as Good to the Juft, and th;
Evil on the contrary the fame. And therefore, where €k
ther the Body or the Mind are in Diforder, to what Ufe
ferve thefe external Conveniencies ? Confidering, that the
Teaft Prick with a Pin, or the leaft Paflion of the Soul, #

B

_—

¥ Ter. Heaut. A8 1. orace, lib. 1o Epfe 2
r. Heaut 1 + Horace, lib. 1 jif;{;ﬁicfﬁﬂl




Of the Inequality among fi us. 319

fufficient to deprive us of the Pleafure of being fole Mo-
i narch of the World. At the firlt Twitch of the Gout, it
fignifies much to be called Sire, and your Majefty ;

Totus, £ argento conflatus, totus & auro™.

; Althe’ his Chefts are cramm’d, whilft they will held,
With immenfe Sums of Silver Coin and Gold.

does he not forget his Palaces and Grandeurs? If he be
i angry, can his being a Prince keep him from looking red,
g and looking pale, and grinding his Teeth like a Mad-man ?

Now if he be a Man of Parts, and well defcended, Roy-
alty adds very little to his Happinefs:

S; wentri bene, fi lateri off pedibufque tuis, nil
s f Ja =
Diwvitice poterant regales addere majus T .

If thou art right and found from Head to Foot,
A King’s Revenue can add nothing to’t.

He difcerns, tis nothing but Counterfeit and Gullery. Nay,
perhaps, he would be of King Seleucus’s Opinion, That he
that knew the Weight of a Scepter, would not deign to
floop to take it up; which he faid, in Reference to the
great and painful Duty incumbent upon a good King.
Doubtlefs it can be no eafy Tafk to rule others, when we
find it fo hard 2 Matter to govern ourfelves. And as to the
i Thing Dominion, that feems fo fweet and charming, the

Frailty of human Wifdom, and the Difficulty of Choice
in Things that are new and doubtful,to us confidered, I'am
very much of Opinion, that it is much more pleafant to
l, follow than to lead ; and that it is a great Settlement and
he Satisfaition of Mind, to have only one Path to walk in,
and to have none to anfwer for, but for a Man’s felf ;

fe
he Ut fatius multo jam fit, parere quieluti,
i Quam regere imperio res velle].

% Hor, lib. v, El, 2. + Hor. lib. 1 Ep.xz, T Lucret. lib. 5.
s So
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So that 'tis better calmly to obey,
T'han in the Storms of State to rule and fway,

To which we may add that Saying of Cyras, That no
Man was fit ta rule, but he, who in his own Worth, was
of greater Value than all thofe he was to govern: But King
Hiero in Xenophon, {ays farther, That in the Fruition even
of Pleafure itfelf, they are in a worfe Condition than private
Men ; forafmuch as the Opportunities and Facility they
have of commanding thofe Things at Will, takes off from
the Delight :

Pinguis amor, nimiumque potens, in tedia nobis
Vertitur, £5 Stomache dulcis ut efea necet®.

Too potent Love, in Loathing never ends,
As higheft Sauce the Stomach moft offends.

Can we think, that the Singing-Boys of the Quire take any
great Delight in their own Mufick ? The Satiety does 12
ther render it troublefom and tedious to them. Feafts,
Balls, Mafquerades and Tiltings, delight fuch asbut rarely
fee, and defire to be at fuch Solemnities : But having been
frequent at {uch Entertainments, the Relifh of them grows
flat and infipid: Nay, Women (the greateft Tempration)
donot fo much delight thofe who make a common Pracs
tice of theSport. He who will not give himfelf Leifareto
be thirfty, can never find the true Pleafure of Drinking,
Farces and tumbling Tricks are pleafant to the Spectators,
but a Pain to thofe by whom they are performed. And
that this is effectually fo, we fee that Princes divert them-
felves fometimes in difguifing their Qualities, a-whiletode:
pole themfelves, and to ftoop to the poor and ordinary
Way of Living of the meaneft of their People. :

Plerumgue grate Principibus wvires
Mundeque parwo fub lare pazxpfmﬁ
Cane fire auleis, &5 offro,
Sollicitum explicuere frontem +.

R

¥ Quid. Amor. I. 2. Elsp. 19.  + Hor. car, fib. 3. Od%?gl
- . . 3 4
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E'en Princes with Variety tempted are,

Which makes them oft feed on clean homely Fare,
In a poor Hut, laying afide the State,

Purple and Pomp, which fhould on Grandeur wait,
In fuch a Solitude to {mooth the Frown,

Forc'd by the weighty Preflure of a Crown.

Nothing is {o diftaftful and difappointing, asAbundance.
What Appetite would not be baffled, to fee three hundred
Women at his Mercy, as the Graud Seignior has in his
Seraglio? And what Fruition of Pleafure, or Tafte of Re-
creation of his Anceftors, did he referve to himfelf, who
never went a Hawking without feven thoufand Falconers 2
And befides all this, I fancy that this Luftre of Grandeur-
brings with it no little Difturbance and Uneafinefs upon the
Enjoyment of the moft tempting Pleafures: They are toe
confpicuous, and lye too open to every one’sView. Neither
do I know to what End they fhould any more require them
to conceal their Errors, fince what is only reputed Indif-
aetion in us, they know very well the People brand with
the Names of Tyranny, and Contempt of the Laws in
them; and befides their Proclivity to Vice, are apt to cen-
fure that as a heightning Pleafure to themfelves to infult
over the Laws, and to trample upon public Ordinances.
Plats, indeed, in his Gorgeas defines a Tyrant to be one,
who ina City has Licence to do whatever his own Will leads
himto. And by reafon of his Impunity, the over-alting
and Publication of their Vices, does oft-times more Mii-
chief than the Vice itfelf. Every one fears to be pry'd
mto, and difcover’d in their evil Courfes; but Princes
are, even to their very Geftures, Looks, and Thoughts,
the People conceiving they have Rightand Title tocenfure,
and be Judges of them : Befides, that the Blemithes of
the Great, naturally appear greater, by reafon of the Emi-
nency and Luftre of the Place where they are feated; and
thata Mole or a Wart appears greater in them, than the
greateft Deformity in others. And this is the Reafon why
the Poets feign the Amours of Fupiter to be perform’d in
the Difguifes of fo many borrow’d Shapes, that amongft the
many amorous Praices they lay to his Charge, thereis only

ane,
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one, as I remember, where he appears in his own Ma-
jefty and Grandeur. But let us return to Hiero, who com-
plains of the Inconveniencies he found in his Royalty, in
that he could not look abroad, and travel the World at
Liberty, being as it were a Prifoner to the Bounds and L
mits of his own Dominion : And that in all his Actions
he was evermore f{urrounded with an importunate Crowd.
And in Truth, to fee our Kings fit all alone at Table, en-
vironed with fo many People prating about.them, and fo
many Strangers ftaring upon them, as they alwaysare, I
have often been mov’d, rather to pity than to envy their
Condition. King Alphonfus was wont to fay, that in this
Afles were in a better Condition than Kings, their Mafters
permitting them to feed at their own Eafe and Pleafure;
a Favour that Kings cannot obtain of their Servants, And
it would never come into my Head, that it could be of any
great Benefit to the Life of a Man of Senfe, to have twenty
Reople prating about him, when he isat Stool ; o that the
Services of a Man of ten thoufand Liwres a Yeas, or thit
has taken Cafal, or defended Siena, fhould be either fiort
commodious or more acceptable to him, than thofe of 2
good Groom of the Chamber, that underftands his Place,
The Advantages of Sovereignty are but imaginary upon the
Matter: Every Degree of Fortune has in it fome Image of
Principality. = Cafar calls all the Lords of France, having
Free-Franchife within their own Demeans Roylets; and
in Truth, the Name of Sire excepted, they go pretty fer
towards Kingthip ; for do but look into the Provinces &
mote from Court, as Brittany for Example, take Noticed
the Attendance, the Vaflals, the Officers, the Employ-
ments, Service, Ceremony and State of a Lord that lives
retir’d from Court, is conftant to his own Houle, and that
has been bred up amongft his own Tenants and Servanis;
and obferve withal, the Flight of his Imagination, there 1
nothing more royal ; he hears talk of his Mafter once?
Year, as of a King of Perfia, or Pera, without taking anf
farther Notice of him, than fome remote Kindred, his Se-
cretary keeps in fome mufty Record. And, to ipeak the

Jon
"T'ruth, our Laws are eafy enough, fo eafy, thata Genté

man of Francefearce feels the Weight of Sovereignty piic

- a | ¥ . - . g 1
his Shoulders above twice in his Life. Real and Eﬁefst'-‘i‘
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gubjeGtion only concerns fuch amongft us as voluntarily

thruft their Necks under the Yoke, and who defign to get

Wealth and Honours by fuch Services: For a Man that

loves his own Fire-fide, and can govern his Houfe without

falling by the Ears with his Neighbours, or engaging in

Suits of Law, is as free as a Duke of Venice. Paucos fervi-

busy plures fervitutem temet. Servitude feizes on few, but

many feize on her. But that which Hiero is moft concern’d

at, is, that he finds himfelf flripp’d of all Friendfhip, and

depriv’d of all natural Society, wherein the true and moft

perfeé Froition of human Life confifts, For what Tefti-

mony of Affetion and good Will can I extra&t from him,

that owes me, whether he will or no, all that he is able

todo? Can I form any Affurance of his real Refpedt to

me, from his hamble Way of f{peaking, and fubmiflive

Behaviour, which when they are Ceremonies, 1t 1s not in’
his Choice to deny ? The Honour we receive from thofe
that fear us, is not Honour, thofe Refpeéts are paid to my

Royalty, and not to me.

Maximum hoc Regni bonum ef?,
Duod facta domini cogitur populys fui
Quam ferre, tam laudare™.

"Tis the great Benefit of Kings, that they,
Who are by Law fubjeéted to their Sway,
Are bound in all their Princes fay or do,
Not only to {fubmit, but praife it too.

Do I not fee, that the wicked and the good King, he
that is hated and he that is belov’d, has the one as much Re-
verence paid him as the other ? My Predeceflor was, and
my Succeflor fhall be ferv'd with the fame Ceremony and
State. If my Subjefts do me no Harm, ’tis no Evidence
of any good Affeétion; why fhould I look upon it as fuch,
feeing 1t is not in their Power if they would ? No one fol-
lows me, or obeys my Commands upon the Account of any
Friendfhip betwixt him and me ; there canbe nocontra&t-

—

* Seneca Theifl, Af, 2. Scas 1.
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ing of Friendthip, where there is fo little Relation and

Correfpondence : My own Height has put me out of the

Familiarity of, and Intelligence with Men : There s tog

great Difparity and Difproportion betwixt us; they fol-

low me either upon the Account of Decency and Cuflom:

or rather my Fortune than me, to encreafe their own: All

they fay to me, or do for me, is forc’d and diffembled, their

Liberty being on all Parts reftrain’d by the great Power

and Authority I have over them. I fee nothing about me
but what is diffembled and difgnifed. The Emperor Fulan

being one Day applauded for his exaét Juftice ; I Thould

be proud of thefe Praifes, {aid he, did they come from Per-

fons that durft condemn, or difapprove the contrary, in

Cafe I fhould do it. All the real Advantages of Princesare

common to them with Men of meaner Condition, ’Tis
for the Gods to mount winged Horfes, and feed upon 4r-

brofia : Earthly Kings have no other Sleep, nor other Ap-

petite than we; the Steel they arm themf{elveswithal, is of
no better Temper than that we alfo ufe ; their Crownsdo
neither defend them from the Rain, nor Sun. Disckfar,
who wore a Crown fo fortunate and rever’d, refign'dit, to

retire himfelf to the Felicity of a private Life : And fome

Time after, the Neceflity of publick Affairs requiring that
he thould re-afflume his Charge, he made Anfwer to thofe

who came to court him to it, You would not offer, (faid
he) to perfuade me to this, had you feen the fine Order of
Trees I have planted in my Orchard, and the fair Melons
I have fowed in my Garden. In the Opinion of Anachar
fis, the happieft State of Government would be, whereall
other Things being equal, Precedency fhould be meafur'd
out by the Virtues, and Repulfes by the Vices of Men:
When King Pyrrbus prepar’d for his Expedition into Jtal,
his wife Counfellor Cyneas, to make him fenfible of theVa-
nity of his Ambition : Well, Sir, (faid he) to what End
doyou make all this mighty Preparation ? To make myfelf
Mafter of Ztaky, (reply’d the King). And what after that
1s done, (faid Cyneas ?) I will pafs over into Gauland Spaity
faid the other. And what then? I will then go to fubdue
Africks; and laftly, when I have brought the wholeWorld
to my Subjection, Iwill fit down, and reit content at my
own Eafe. For God Sake, Sir, (reply’d Gymeas) tell }I:;“
what
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what hinders you, if you pleafe, from being now in the
Condition you fpeak of ? Why do you not now at this In-
flant, fettle yourfelf in the State you feem to aim at, and
fpare the Labour and Hazard you interpofe 2

Nimirum qaia non bene norat que ¢ffet habend:
Finis, & omnino quoad crefcat vera woluptas ™,

The End of being rich he did not know ;
Nor to what-Pitch Felicity fhould grow.

Iwill conclude with an old Verficle, that I think very pas
to the Purpofe.

Mores cuique fui fingunt fortunam *.

: »
Him{elf, not Fortune, ev’ry one muft blame,
Since Men’s own Manners do their Fortunes frame.

CHAP. XLIL
Of Sumptuary Laws.

HE Way by which our Laws attempt to regulate

idle and vain Expences in Meat and Clothes, feem
w0 be quite contrary to the End defign’d. The true Way
would be to beget in Men a Contempt of Silks and Gold,
a5 vain, frivolous, and ufelefs ; whereas we augment to them
the Honours and enhance the Value of fuch Things, which
fure is a very improper Way to create a Difguft. For to
“}3&, that none but Princes fhall eat Turbes, fhall wear
Velvet, or Gold Lace, and interdi&t thefe Things to the
People, what is it but to bring them intoa greater Efteem,
and to {et every one more agog to eat and wear them ? Let
Kings (in God’s Name) leave off thefe Enfigns of Grandeur,
they have others enough befides ; thofe Excefles are more
¢xcufable in any other, than a Prince. 'We may learn by

———

*Lucret. 1.5, § Corn Nep. in wit. 4. Hici.

1
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