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332 MoxTtArcNE’s Effays.

yet could not prevail fo far as to bring it to {o generalz
Rout, but that they leifurely retreated, fill facing abou
upon him, till they were retired into Safety.

CH AP XLVL

Of Names.

H AT Variety of Herbs foever are fhuffled toge

ther in the Difh, yet the whole Mafs is {wallow'é
up in one Name of a Sallet. In like Manner, under the
Confideration of Names, I will make a Hodge-podgeot
differing Articles. Every Nation has certain Names, that,
I know not why, are taken in no good Senfe, aswith
us, Fobn, Williars, and Beneds&Z. In the Genealogy o
Princes alfo there feems to be cestain Names faullyz:
fected, ‘as the Prolemies of Agypt, the Hanry's of Englatt
the Charks's of France, the Baldavins of Flanders i
the Williams of our ancient Ayuitaine, from whence s
{aid, the Name of Guyenne has it’s Derivation; whick
would feem far fetch’d, were there not as rude Derivate
ons in Plato himfelf. *Tis a very frivolous Thing in il
but neverthelefs worthy to be recorded for the Strangeres
of it, which is writ by an Eye-witnefs ; that Henry D}LL’EFE
_;\_:,-;-;;;a;;;f"-,', Son of f'fe‘)r?_'r the Second, Klng of E?i‘uE'f;a”"'f! th
g a great Feaft in France, the Concourle of - Nobulf
and Gentry was fo great, that being, for Sporté Seke, ¢
vided into Troops, according to their Names, in the I
"T'roop, which confifted of Williams, there were found &1
hundred and ten Knights fitting at the Table of’:i1mli\1'“!m?'
witheut reckoning the ordinary Gentlemen, and i
Servants. It is as pleafant to diftinguifh the Tables by ¥
Names of the Guefts, as it was in the Emperor Gé/4, 0 :
ftinguifh the feveral Courfes of his Meat, by the firlt Le
ters of the Meats themfelves, where thofe that bﬁgaﬂwzil
B, were {erv’d up together, as Brawn, Beef, Bream, o

tards and Beccaficos, and fo of others. Now there 18298
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. Of Names. 233

i really convenient, to have fuch a Name as is eafy of Pro-
minciation, and eafy to be remembred ; by Reafon, that
Kings, and other great Perfons, do by that Means the more
aifily know, and the more hardly forget us; and indeed,
of our own Servants, we more frequently call and employ
thofe, whofe Names are moft ready upon the Tongue. I
myfelf have feen Henry the Second, when he could not for
lis Heart hit of a Gentleman’s Name of our Country of
Gafeony ; and moreover was fain to call one of the Queen's
Maids of Honour, by the general Name of her Family,
herown “being fo difficult to pronounce or remember,
And Socrates thinks it worthy a Father's Care, togive fine
Names to his Children. ’Tis faid, that the Foundation of
lofire Dame la Grande, at Poifiers, took it’s Original from
hence, that a debauch'd young Fellow formerly living in
thatPlace, having pick’d upa Whore, and at her firft com-
ng in, atking her Name, and being aniwer’d, that it was
Hry, he felt himfelf {o fuddenly darted through with the
fwe of Religion, and the Reverence to that facred Name
of the blefled Virgin, that he not only immediately put
tis lewd Miftrefs away from him, but became a reformed
Man, and {o continued the Remainder of his Life: And
that in 'Condideration of this Miracle, there was erefted
tpon the Place, where this young Man's Houfe ftood, firit
tChapel dedicated to our Lady, and afterwards the Church
thtwe now fee ftanding there. This auricular Reproof
wought upon the Confcience, and that right into the Soul.
This that follows, infinuated itfelf merely by the Senfe.
bibagora; being in Company with fome wild youngFellows,
fng perceiving that, heated with the Feaft, they complot-
%t go violate an honeft Houfe, commanded the Singing-
Wench to alter her wanton Airs ; and by a folemn, grave,

| @ fpondaick Mufick, gently enchanted and laid afleep

tieir Ardonr,  Will not Pofterity * fay, that our modern
Fefﬁrmatian has been wonderfully exact, in having not on-
ficoffled with, and overcome Errors and Vice, and fill'd
tie World with Devotion, Humility, Obedience, Peace,
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and all Sorts of Virtue ; but to have '[:a"m'cnlcd fofar, asto
quarrel with the ancient B .]--.1=-.‘1r-i Names r‘} L"rz;Jl
7 .
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e5, of ‘a-move {piritual Seund:
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A
Gentleman, a Neighbour of mine, a great Admirer of A
ty, andwhe was always preferring the Excellency of

edi ing Times, 1n Lumm. fon with this }“"'-"ﬂ"ﬁ Age
ars, did not (amonglt the: reft) forget to magnify tie
d'magnificent Sound of the (;Pﬂ*.{_n:u;s Nanes ¢f
; e, &c., which

ceivid: 1o b other kind of Men,
hed. - T am mightily ples
aghout a v whole e
n, the Zatin Names entire, without varying ar nd dif
fe@ing them, to g;;ivc them a Fremch Termination, k
feemn’d a little hasthand roughat firlt ; but: u,n.ld\ Cuttom,
by the Authority of P ”:r:n ¢k, (whom he took for his s
ample) has overcor t Novelty. 1. have oftenwil
write Chronicle Hiftories in Eatin, would! leave

our Names as'they find them, "and as they are, and onght
to be, for in'making Vaudemont, Vallementane, 1m!‘u[e-
tamorphofing N =mr‘;, to make them fuit better with the
Greck or f,ct.-.z::, we know not wherewe are, and)with the
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$ Ibfrdmn cnf France, to call t‘f’}'
Y Ehf_‘-. Nr‘.l';zr' of his‘Mannor, or w*[mu'*' ¥s and the ["

the World that does the moit Prej andmo
d Families and Defcents: A y 1t'1 fJ'r ]mut,rt'w
"':=_'.3:!i, Y }‘.'1'.'1”1'? a Mannor left him }f his Fathet,
ne .F; hiclihe has becn Lnown and honour d_, cat:
v leave it ; ten Yearsaf "rh‘-' Deceale; ikt
xer, who. does the {ame: Do, bit

(%

he limlr. of a St
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gur own roy al Family, s ,vh(:n, every Partage creates a ne¥
Sirname, whillt in the mean Time the x_immﬁi of thef¥
mily is totally loft, Thereis ﬂ orea tLi \“'t} ta J'F'I'Jnr]h
Mutations, that I have not in my Time feen any C'“’]
vanc'd T“a Fortune to any (.run(!l"llﬂ Iy Condition, ¥i¥
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and unknown to his Father, and who has not been inocu-
lated into fome illuftrious Stem ; and by good Luck, the
obfcurelt Families are the moft proper: for Falfificati-
on. How many Gentlemen have we in France, who, by
their own Talk, are of royal Extraction? More I think
than of thofe that will confefs they are not. as it not
apleafant Paffage of a Friend of mine ? There were a great
many Gentlemen aflembled together, about the Difpute of
one Lord of a Mannor, with another s which other had
m Truth, {fome Pre-eminence of Titles and Alliances; a-
bove the ordinary Scheme of Gentry, Upon: the Debate
of this Priority of Place, every one ftanding up for him-
felf, to make himfelf equal to him, alledging One one Ex-~
traftion, Another another ; Onethe near Refemblance of
Name; Another of Arms; Another an old worm-eaten
Fatent ; and the laft of them, Great-Grandchild to fome
foreign King. When they came to fit down to Dinner, my
Friend, inftead of taking his Place amongft them, retiring
with moft profound Congees, entreated the Company to
¢xcule him, for having hitherto liv’d with them at the
faucy Rate of a Companion : But being now better in-
form’d of their Quality, he would begin to pay them the
Refpect due to their Birth and Grandeur, alledging that it
Would ill become him to fit down among {o many Princes;
ad ended the Farce with a thoufand Reproaches. ' Let us
il God's Name {atisfy ourfelves with what our Fathers
Were contented with, and with what we are : We are greas
enough, if we righly underftand how to maintain it: Let
Unot difown the Fortune and Cendition of our Anceftors,
but lay afide thefe ridiculous Pretences, that can never be
Wanting to any one that has the Impudenceto alledge them.
Atms have ne more Security, than Sirnames. I bear
Azure porodered with Trefoils, Or, avith a Lion’s Paw of the
Jame. avmed Gules in Fefe. - What Privilege to continué
Pﬂfti{:uhLi'Iy in.my Houle and Name ? A Son-in-Law will
El‘-}ufport itinto another Family ; or fome paul[r}-—' Purchafer
will make them his firft Arms; there is nothing whnerein
there. is more Change and Confafion. But this Confide-
]Tf‘{tiun leads me per-force into another Subjeét. Let us pry a
'Ti‘tl'e narrowly into, and, in God’s Name, examine apon
Waat Foundation we ereét this Glery and Reputation, for
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336 MMoNTATGNE"S Bffays.

which the World is turn’d topfy-turvy : Wherein do we
place this Renown, that we huntafter with fo great Fla-
grancy, and through {o many Impediments, and {o much
Trouble? It is, in Conclufion, Peter or William that car-
ries it, takes it into his Pofleflion, and whom it only con-
cerns. O what a valiant Faculty is Hope, that in a mortl
Subject, and in a Moment, makesnothing of ufurping In
finity and Immenfity, and of fupplying her Mafter's Indi
gence at her Pleafure, with all Things he can imagine ot
defire! Nature has given us this Paffion fora pretty Toyto
play withal. And this Peter or #illiam, what is it buta
Sound, when all isdone ? Or three or four Dafhes witha
Pen, {o eafy tobe vary'd, that I would fain know towhom
is to be attributed the Glory of fo many Vifories, to Guf
quiny to Glejguin, or to Guaguin 2 And yet there would be
fomething of greater Moment in the Cafe, than in Luday,
that Sigma fhould ferve 7ax with a Procefs for,

——Non levia, aut ludicra petuntur
Pramia *,

To do brave A&s, who has the noble Spirit,
Slights mean Rewards, as Things below his Merit.

The Chace is there in very good earneft: The Queftion s,
which of thefe Lettersisto be rewarded for {o many Sieges,
Battles, Wounds, Imprifonments, and Services done to the
Crown of France, by this famous Conftable. Nicholas Dt-
i/t never concern’d himfelf further than the Lettersof hi
Name, of which he has altered the whole Contexture
build up by Anagram the Count of A/finsis, whom he has
celebrated with the utmoft Force and Glory of his Peelty
and Painting. And the Hiftorian Suetonius could be fati-
fied with nothing he writ, unlefs it might redound to his
own particular Honour, which made him cafhier his Fi-
ther’s Sirname Leavss, to leave Tranguillus Succeflor to the
Reputation of his Writings.  Who would believe, that
Captain Bayard fhould have no Honour, but what he de:

o

* Aneid b, 1 2%
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rives from Peter Terrail; and that Antonio Efcalin fhould
{uffer himfelf to his Face, to be robb’d of the Honour of
{o many Navigations and Commands at Sea and Land by
Capt. Pauiin, and the Baron De /o Garde? Thefe are Inju-
ries of the Pen, common to a thoufand People. How many
are there in every Family of the fame Name and Sirname?

‘And how many more in feveral Families, Ages and Coun-

tries? Hiftory tells us of three of the Name of Socrates, of
five Platos, of eight Ariflotles, of feven Xenophons, of
twenty Demetrius's, and of twenty Theodores 3 and how
many more fhe was not acquainted with, we may imagine.
Who hinders my Groom from calling himfelf Pompey the
Great ? But after all, by what Virtue, what Authority, or
what fecret Conveyances are there, that fixed upon ny de-
ceafed Groom, or the other Pompey, who had his Head cut
off in Zgypt, this glorious Renown, and thefe fo much
honoured Flourifhes of the Pen, {o as to be of any Advan-
fage to them £

1d cinerem, & manes credis curare fepulios™® ?
Can we believe the Dead regard fuch Things ?

What Senfe have the two Collegues of the greateft
Efteem amongft Men? Epaminondas of this glorious Verfe,

that has been fo many Ages current in his Praife;
Confiliis nofiris laus eff attrita Laconum :
One Sparta by my Counfels is o’erthrown.
Or dfricanus of this other ?

A fole ex oriente, fupra Meeotis Paludes
Nemo ¢ff, qui factis me equiparare gueat.

From early Dawn, unto the fetting Sun,
No none can match the Deeds that I have done.

* Aneid, fz'{}.:}.
Sut-

AT, |




O DN o s =

: ; : S —
e e e e e e Y, — = - - . s

238 MoNTAIGNE? Effays.

Survivors indeed tickle them{felves with thefe Praifes ,and
by them incited to Jealoufy or Defire, inconfide rately, and
according to their own Fancy, attribute to the Dead thofe
Virtues them{elves pretend to moft: God . knows how
vainly flattering themfelves, that they fhall or cDay in

Turn be ca pable. of the ilxm Characters : However
!

Ad bac fe
Romanus, GmJHlHLw (" Barbarus, Induperator
Erexits caufas d fu;r;’:f,:.r, atgue laboris

Inde b a!"fm, tauto major fame [itis ¢ff, quam
Virtutis 1.

Greek, Roman, and Barbarian Chiefs to thefe,
Devote their Valour and Co: ntrivances,

And to the Gi Li.u.lll,{.a of \3]{1"‘ woe

The D‘mguo and I L.L.g ues they undergo ;

Sf} much more potent is the Thirt of Fame
Than that of V ir-.,:f;'.

OF the Inceriainty of our Sudement,

IT was well faid of the Poet,

5 - Al A LT i
"Eéwy 8% mropse vopuos eyl & evlla T,

q! :
seve is every avbere Liberty of Ayouin o enough, and e

20 be ;:z.‘. 02 O both S aes : -For i.:',.-:-.lrn;‘-.t;

"'_‘. o Annihn P -sod Fri
Vince Annibal, € mon foppe ufar 10i
0

Len da_wittaric 6/¢ ;‘J"u: VERLEra !,',

= Juenal,-Sat. 1o- + Homer . $iad. 20, Fetrar,
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