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238 MoNTAIGNE? Effays.

Survivors indeed tickle them{felves with thefe Praifes ,and
by them incited to Jealoufy or Defire, inconfide rately, and
according to their own Fancy, attribute to the Dead thofe
Virtues them{elves pretend to moft: God . knows how
vainly flattering themfelves, that they fhall or cDay in

Turn be ca pable. of the ilxm Characters : However
!

Ad bac fe
Romanus, GmJHlHLw (" Barbarus, Induperator
Erexits caufas d fu;r;’:f,:.r, atgue laboris

Inde b a!"fm, tauto major fame [itis ¢ff, quam
Virtutis 1.

Greek, Roman, and Barbarian Chiefs to thefe,
Devote their Valour and Co: ntrivances,

And to the Gi Li.u.lll,{.a of \3]{1"‘ woe

The D‘mguo and I L.L.g ues they undergo ;

Sf} much more potent is the Thirt of Fame
Than that of V ir-.,:f;'.

OF the Inceriainty of our Sudement,

IT was well faid of the Poet,
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Of the Inceriainty of our Judgment. 338

Hannibal conquered 3 but was not wife
To make the beft Ufe of his Victorics.

Such as would improve this Argument, and condemn the
Overfight of our Leaders, in aot l,u{'mm home the Vic-
tory at Mowncontonr 5 O accufe Lu{. T\I‘“ o of f‘czz?z of not
knowing how to make his belt Ufe of the Advan tage he
had :1g'1'1nEt s at St. Luzntin, may ¢ nclude thefe O\;c'riiﬁhtq
to proceed from a 1.5301,,1 c.ln.fv.} drunk with Succefs, or from

a Courage, which being full, and over-gor oed with Lhﬁ Be-
gmmn&s of good Fortune, had loft the . ‘lp setite of adding
toit, having 'me 1dy enongh todo to dmri’m —lfltltl ad taken
in: He has h'.d ﬁ..1m° iull, and can cmb race no more: Un-

yorthy of the 71“1 t conferred upon him, am Lne Advaun-

tage "c had put 1ato h :;h inds: For what Utility does he
from zt, 1f notwithfta ives his Enemy Re-=
i"- te to rally, recover his -"L 3 '.' -oand te ,'__:;Ac head

;;n.'lrh ﬂli"!? “‘rhat 1‘101*0 15 vill dare at an-

and 2 mwd a-nNeW mth Smw *hhi 'Rn vénge, who did notdare

to purfie him when luu’L\.u, and unmanned by Fear ?

Dum: fortuna calet, dum conficit omnia terror

Whilfk Fortune’s in the Heat ::_:'.'J. Terror does,
More than their fharpeft Swords, fubdue their Foes,

But withal, what better Opportunity can lie expect, than
that he has loft : *T'is not here, as in Fencing, where the
moft Hits gain the Prize: For {o long as the Enemy is on
Foot, the Game is new to begin, and that 1s not to be called
a Vittory, that Pllt% an End to the War: In the Encoun-
ter where Cz/a ar had the worfe, near to the City of Oricum,
he rhl,ludcm_u Pompey’s Soldiers had Leen loft, had
their General Li own how to mucou;c; and afterwards
keat him in his Turn. But.why may not a Man alfo argue

on t]‘,-C_ contraiy, that it is the Effeét of a ‘I‘,-_L;;‘r]t(}us dnd

infatiate




240 MonTAIGNE's Effays.

infatiate Spirit, not to know how to bind and reftrain it’s
Ardour: That it is to abufe the Favours of God, to exceed
the Meafure he has prefcribed them : And that again, to
throw a Man’s {elf into Danger, after a Vi€tory obtained,
1s again to expofe himfelf to the Mercy of Fortune: And
that it is one of the greateft Difcretionsin the Rule of War,
not to drive an Enemy to Defpair, Sylla and Marius, in
the Aflociate War, having defeated the Marfians; feeing
yet a Body of Referve, that, prompted by Defpair, was
coming on like enraged Brutes to charge in upon them,
thought it not convenient to ftand their Charge. Had not
Montieur De Foix's Ardour tranfported him fo precipitoufly
to purfue the Remains of the Viftory of Rawvenna, he had
not obfcur'd it by his own Death. And yet the recent
Memory of his Example ferved to preferve Monfieur &’ 4i-
guien from the fame Misfortune at the Battle of Serifoles.
*T'is dangerous to attack” a Man you have deprived of all
Means to efcape, but by his Arms: For Neceflity teaches
violent Refolutions : Grawviffimi funt mor fus irritate Necefi-
tatis* : Enrag'd Neceffity bites deep.

Vincitur haud gratis juguls qui provecar boflem +.
The Foe that meets the Sword ne'er gratis dies.

This was that made Pharax with-hold the King of Le-
cedeemor, who had won a Battle of the Mantineans, from
going to charge a thoufand Argians, who were efcaped in
an entire Body from the Defeat; but rather let them fteal
off at Liberty, that he might not encounter Valour whet-
ted and enraged byMifchance ; Clidomire, King of dquitaine,
after his Victory purfuing Goendemar, King of Burgundy,
beaten, and making off as faft as he could for Safety, con-
pelled him to face about, and make head, wherein his
Obftinacy deprived him of the Fruit of his Conqueft; for
he there loft his Life.

In like Manner, if a Man were to chufe, whether he
would have his Soldiers Hinguant, and richly accouter'd
with Damafk Arms, or armed only for neceffary Defence i

. Lort. Lat, in Decla, 4 Luc. lib, 4. Majes I,-;rr-] :
: this
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Of the Incertainty of our fudgment. 34t

this Argument would ftep in, in Favour of the firft (of
which Opinion was Sertorius, Philopamen, Brutus, Cefar,
and others) that it is to aScldier an Enflaming of Courage,
and a Spur to Glory, to fee himfelf brave, and withal an
Imitation to be more obftinate in Fight, having his Arms,
which are in a Manner his Eftate, and whole Inheritance,
to defend ; which is the Reafon, {ays Xengphon, why thole
of Afia carried their Wives, Concubines,with their choiceft
Jewels, and greateft Wealth, along with them to the
Wars. But then thefe Arguments would be as ready to
fiand up for the other Side; that a General ought rather to
render his Men carelefs and defperate, than to increafe their
Solicitude of preferving themfelves: That by this Means
they will be in a double Fear of hazarding their Perfons ;
a5 it will be a double Temptation to the Enemy to fight
with greater Refolution, where fo great Booty and fo rich
Spoils are to be obtained : And this very Thing has been
obferved in former Times, notably toencourage the Romans
againft the Samnites. Antiochus fhewing Hannibal the Army
he had raifed, wonderfully fplendid, and rich in all Sorts of
Equipage, afked him, If the Romans would be {atisfied
with-that Army ? Satisfied! replied the other, yes, doubt-
lefs, were their Avarice never fo great. Lycurgus not only
forbad his Soldiers all Manner of Bravery in their Equipage,
but moreover to ftrip their conquer’d Enemies, becaufe he
would (as he faid) that Poverty and Frugality fhould fhine
with the reft of the Battle.

At Sieges and elfewhere, where Occafion draws us near
to the Enemy, we willingly f{uffer our Men to brave, rate,
and affront the Enemy with all Sorts of injurious Lan-
guage ; and not without fome Colour of Reafon : For it is
of no little Confequence to take from them all Hopes of
Mercy and Compofition, in reprefenting to them, that
there is no fair Quarter to be expeéted from an Enemy they
have incenfed to that Degree, nor other Remedy remaining,
but in the Victory. Aud yet Fitellius found himfelf de-
ceived in his Way of Proceeding ; for having to do with
Otho, wealer in the Valour of his Soldiers, long unaccu-
flom'd to War, and effeminated with the Delights of the
City ; he fo nettled them atlaft with injurious Language,
reproaching them with Cowardice, and the Regret of the

Miftrefles,
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342 oo MonTaieNe’s Effays,

Miftrefies, and Entertainments they had left behind 4¢
Kame, that by this Means he infpired them with fuch Refo:
lution, as no Exhortation would have had the Power tg
have done ; and himfelf made them fall upon him, with
whom their own Captains before could by no Means pre-
vail. And, indeed, when they are Injuries that touch to
the Quick, it may very well fall out, that he who went bat
ill-favouredly to work in the Behalf of his Prince, will fall
to’t with anothet Sort of Mettle when the Quarrel is his own;

To confider'of how great Importance is the Prefervation
of the General of an Army, and that the univerfal Ajn
of ah Enemy is Jevelled dire@ly at the Head, upen which
all the others depend ; the Advice feems to admit of no
Difpute, which we know has been taken by fo many great
Captains, of changing their Habit, and difguifing their
Perfons, upon the Point of going to en age. Neverthelefs
the Inconvenicnce a Man, by {o doing, runs into; is not
lefs than that he thinks to avoid : For the Captain by this
Means being concealed from the Knowledge of his own
Men, the Courage they thould derive from his Prefence
and Example, happens by degrecs to cool and to decay ;

il

and not feeing the wonted * Marks and
* Asatthe Bar- Enfigns of their Leader, they prefently
tleof Ivry, in the - conclude him either dead, or that, de-
Berfonof Henry  fpairing of the Bufinefs, he is gone 10
the Great. fhift for himfelf; and Experience fhews
us t
both fuccefsful, and otherwile. What befl Pyrrbus in the
Battle he fought againft the Conful Lewinus in Iraly, will
ferve us to both Purpofes: For though by fhrouding his
Perfon under the Arms of Demagacles, and making him
wear his own, he undoubtedly preferved his own Life,
yet by that very Means he was withal very near running
into the other Mifchief of lafing the Battle. = Ahkxander,

hat Loth thefe  Ways have been
1
|

7

Cefar, and Lucullus, Joved to make themfelves knowmin
a Battle, by rich Furiture, and Arms of a particular
Luftre and Colaur : Agis, dgefilaus, and that great Gilippus,
on the contrary, ufed to fight obfeurely armed, and wath
out any imperial Attendance er Diftin&ion.,

Amonglt other Oversfighits Pompey is charged withal at

the Battle of Pharfakia, heis candemned for making his
Army
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Ar y{l 1d ftill to receive the Enemies Charge ; by Reafon
{

o

hat (I thall here fteal Platarch’sown Words; th‘"l.t are better
than mine) he, by {o doing, ucpr,ved him{elf of the vio-
lent Impreflion the Motion of running adds to the firft
Shisck-6F Arms, and hindred the Juftle of the Combatants
(who were wont to g;'\.’ great ampehutﬁ y and l—uly to the
firft 1 r-wuumcr : efpecuu} when they came to rufh in with
their utmoft Vigour, their L,om:-.ﬂt._ increafing by the
Shoats and the (_dl‘t:‘EIJ thereby rendering h wSulcrua Ani-
mofity and Ardour, as a Man may {ay, more referved and
cold. This is what Plutarch {ays: But if Cefar had come
by the worfe, why might it not as well have been urged

t

: bt another, "T'hat, on the contrary, the itlongeil and moﬁ

fleady P orure of Fighting, is that wherein a Man ftands
phmed firm without ta’lcuu.. ; and that they, who make a
Halt upon their March, Clohng‘ up, and referving their
Force within themfelves for the Puth of the Bufinefs, have
agreat Adv: mmge againft thofe who are difordered, and
who have already {pent half their Breath in running on pre-
cipitoufly to the Charge: Beiides, that an Army being a
Body made up of 1o ma ny individual Members, it is im»
poffible for it to move in this Fury with fo exa& a Motion
esno: to break the Order ui B .rllc and that the beft of the
Footare engaged before their Fellows cancome in to relieve
them. In that unnatural ]’,"" e betwixt the two Perfian
Brothers, the Lacedemonian Clearchus, who commanded
the Greeks of Cyrus’s Party, led them on a'u"'Lly, and with-
out Precipitation, to the [_,nLn@c; ﬂUt coming within fifty
Paces, hurry’d them on full bﬂ‘ Lopmir in fo_fhort a
Career, both tolook to their( J,m,l, m wfband their Breath,
and, at the fame Time, to give an Advantage of Violence
and Empreffion both to their Perfonsand their miffive Arms?
Others have regulated this Queftion in charging thus; if
your Enemy come running upon you, frand firm to receive
him ;. if he ftand to receive you, run full drive upon him.
In the Expedition of the Emperor € Charles the Fifth into
Provence, Ki Ing Francis was pat to cau e either to g0 meet
him in 3::3.., or to expect hn.: in -his own DU; 1NIONS 3
wherein, though he very well confiderec 1 of how great Ad-
1t'mt*u" it was to 111-;-{un his own Territories entire, and
clear from the Troubles and Inconveniencies of the War, to
the
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the End; that being unexhaufted of her Stores, it might
continually fupply Men and Money at Need, that the Ne-
ceflity of War requires at every Turn to {poil, and lay
wafte the Country before them, which cannot very well
be done upon one’s own ; to which may be added, that
the Country People donot fo eafily digeft fuch a Havock by
thofe of their own Party, as from an Enemy, fo that Sedis
tions and Commotions might by fuch Means be kindled a-
mongft us; that the Licence of Pillage and Plunder (which
are not to be tolerated at home) is a great Eafe and Refrefh-
ment againft the Fatigues and Sufferings of War; and that
he who has no other Profpect of Gain than his bare Pay,will
hardly be kept from running Home, being but two Steps
from his Wife and his own Houfe ; that he who lays the
Cloth, is'ever at the Charge of the Feaft : That thert is
more Alacrity in Affaulting than Defending ; and thatthe
Lofs of a Battle in our own Bowels gives fo violent aShock)
as to endanger the disjointing of the whole Body, there be-
ing no Pafiion fo contagious as that of Fear, that is fo eafily
believed, or that fo fuddenly diffufes it’s Poifon; and that
the Cities that thould hear the Rattle of this Tempeft, that
fhould take in their Captains and Soldiers,yet.trembling and
out of Breath, would be in Danger, in this Heatand
Hurry, to precipitate them{elves upon iome untoward Re-
folution : Notwithftanding all this, fo it was, that he chole
to recal the Forces he had beyond the Mountains, and to
fuffer the Enemy to come to him. For he might, on the
other Side, imagine, that being at Home; and amongft his
Friends, he could not fail of Plenty of all Manner of
Conveniencies ; the Rivers and Pafles he had at his Devo-
tion, would bring him in both Provifions and Money in all
Security, and without the Trouble of Convoy ; that he
fhould find his Subjects by fo much the more affeflionate
to him, by how much their Danger was more near ai
prefling ; that having fo many Cities and Stops t0 fecure
him, it would be in his Power to give the Law of
Battle at his own Opportunity and beft Advantage ; and if
it pleafed him to delay the T'ime, that, under Coverf, 20

at his own Eafe, he micht fee his Enemy fouader, and des
feat himfelf with the fficulties he was certain to encoul”

1
i

where betore

ter, being engaged - anEnemy’s Country, :
behind,

-
p 4
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Bcl1intf, and on every Side, War would be upon him: ne
Means to refrefh himfelf, or to enlarge his Quarters, fhould
Difeafes infeft them, or to lodge his wounded Men in
Safety : No Money, no Viftuals, butall at thePoint of the
Lance; no Leifureto repofe and take Breath ; no Knowledge
of the Ways or Country, to fecure him from Ambufhes
and Surprizes: And in Cafe of lofing a Battle, iio pofiible
Means of faving the Remains. Neither is there W ant of
Example in both thefe Cafes. Scipio thm'-ghr it much better

to go and attack his Enemy’s Teerritories in 4frick, than to
ftay at home to.defend his own, and fight him in lraly; md
it fucceeded well with him : -But, on the contras 1y, Hanui-
bal, in the fame War; ruin’d himfelf; by abandoning the
Conqueft of a ﬁ"angc Country, to go , defend hisowr. The
Athenians n'wuuj leit the E m--w in their own Lomn;;ons,
to go over into Szcily, were not favoured by Fortune intheir
DLflL,I] ; but Agatbocles, King of Syracufe, found her fa-
vourable to him, when he went over into p’f”u{ and left
the Waf at home. By which Examples, and divers others,
we are wont to conclude, and with {ome Reafon, that
Events, efpecially in War, do for thr* moft Part depend upon

l'mtunc who will not be govern’d by, nor {fubmit unto
human I’Judcnce, according to the Poet,

Ef malz oy uliis pret i f'J"'-"f.'!'."'.f'.-'.";:r" fallax,
f'\.e(;;.l”a na probat caufas

A : T
Sed waga per cunétos nully difcrimi
fnrﬂ'zwr 8ft atiud quod nos cogatque, regatque
Majus, € in proprias ducat morvtaiia f:écd i

fequituyan

Pr ndence deceitful and uncertain 1s,

1 Counfels w]|[]{"i] 1es hit, where good Onesmifs; +
z\{i" yet does beft Cat IL, approve,
ithout Diftinétion, rove.
' re conftant Caufe,
powerful Laws:

JJ-J.\ W1l ;_“Ir Ll
S0 that 1-\* eyg

Rn}u

Bat if Thix
and Deliber
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Thing elfe we do, and that the engages our very Reafon
and Arguments in her Uncertainty and Confufion, We
argue rafhly and adventuroully, fays Timaus in Plato, by
Reafon that, as well as ourfelves, our Difcourfes have
great Participation with the Temerity of Chance,

C H A P. XLVIIL
Of Horfes dreffed to the Manage, called De:

{triers.

AM now become aGrammarian; T, whonever leamed
I any Language but by rote, and who do not yet know
Adjective, Conjunétive, or Ablative, think I have read, that
the Romans had aSort of Horfes by them called Funales, or
Dextrarios,which were either Led-Horfes, or Horfes laid in
at feveral Stages to be taken frefh upon Occafion; and thence
it is, that we call our Horfes of Service, Deffriers: And
our Romances commonly ufe the Phrafe of Deffrer for 4
compagner, to accompany. They alfo called thefe Horles
Defiltorios Equos, which were taught to run full Speed Side
by Side, withont Bridle or Saddle, fo as that the Romar
Gentlemen armed at all Pieces, would fhift and throw them-
felves from the one to the other. 'The Numidian Men at
Arms had always 2 Led-Horfe in one Hand, befides that
they rode upon, to change in the Heat of Battle: Quibs,
Defultorum in modum, binos trabentibus equos, inter acerriman
feepe pugnam in recentam equum €x [feffo armatis, tranfuliare
mas erat. Tanta velocitas ipfis, tamque docile equorum Zenws
Whofe Cufiom it was, leading almg two Horfes, after the
Manner of ke Defultorum, armed as they awere, in the
Heat of Fight, to wault from a tired Horfe to a frefb ome s
[ aftive were the Men, and the Horfes fo docile. There
are many Heorfes trained up to help their Riders, foasto
run upon any one that appears with a drawn Sword, tof2

—

* T
Liv. /. 23. both
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