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346 MonTtatcne’s Effays,

Thing elfe we do, and that the engages our very Reafon
and Arguments in her Uncertainty and Confufion, We
argue rafhly and adventuroully, fays Timaus in Plato, by
Reafon that, as well as ourfelves, our Difcourfes have
great Participation with the Temerity of Chance,

C H A P. XLVIIL
Of Horfes dreffed to the Manage, called De:

{triers.

AM now become aGrammarian; T, whonever leamed
I any Language but by rote, and who do not yet know
Adjective, Conjunétive, or Ablative, think I have read, that
the Romans had aSort of Horfes by them called Funales, or
Dextrarios,which were either Led-Horfes, or Horfes laid in
at feveral Stages to be taken frefh upon Occafion; and thence
it is, that we call our Horfes of Service, Deffriers: And
our Romances commonly ufe the Phrafe of Deffrer for 4
compagner, to accompany. They alfo called thefe Horles
Defiltorios Equos, which were taught to run full Speed Side
by Side, withont Bridle or Saddle, fo as that the Romar
Gentlemen armed at all Pieces, would fhift and throw them-
felves from the one to the other. 'The Numidian Men at
Arms had always 2 Led-Horfe in one Hand, befides that
they rode upon, to change in the Heat of Battle: Quibs,
Defultorum in modum, binos trabentibus equos, inter acerriman
feepe pugnam in recentam equum €x [feffo armatis, tranfuliare
mas erat. Tanta velocitas ipfis, tamque docile equorum Zenws
Whofe Cufiom it was, leading almg two Horfes, after the
Manner of ke Defultorum, armed as they awere, in the
Heat of Fight, to wault from a tired Horfe to a frefb ome s
[ aftive were the Men, and the Horfes fo docile. There
are many Heorfes trained up to help their Riders, foasto
run upon any one that appears with a drawn Sword, tof2

—
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OF Manayd Horfes. 34%

both with Mouth and Heels upon any that front or oppofe

them : But it oft falls out, that they do more Harm to their

Friends than their Enemies, confidering that you cannot
loofe them from their Hold, to reduce them again into Or-

der, when they are onceengaged and grappled; by which

Means you remain at the Mercy of their {enfelefs Quarrel.
It happened very ill to Artibins, General of the Pesfian
Army, fighting Man to Man with Onefilus, King of Sa-
lamis, to be mounted upon a Horfe taught after this Man-
ner, it being the Occatfion of his Death; the ’Squire of
Onefilus cleaving him down with a Scythe betwixt the
Shoulders, as the Horfe was reared up upon his Mafter.
And what the Jta/ians report, That in the Battle of Fornoua,
King Charles's Horfe, with Kicks and Plunges, difengag’d
his Mafter from the Enemy that prefled upon him, with-
out which he had been flain, founds odly, and he ran a
very great Hazard, and came ftrangely off, if it be true.
The Mamalukes made their Boaft, that they had the moit
ready Horfes of any Cavalry in the World ; that by Nature
and Caftom they were taught to know and diftinguith the
Enemy they were to fall foul upon with Mouth and Heels,
according to a Word or Sign given : As alfo to gather up
with their Teeth, Darts and Lances fcattered upon the
Field, and prefent them to their Riders, as they fhould
have Occafion to ufe them. *Tis faid both of Ce/er and
Fompey, that, amongft other excellent Qualities they were
Mafters of, they were both excellent Horfe-Men, and par-
ticularly of Cefar, that in his Youth, being mounted on
the bare Back, without Saddle or Bridle, he could make
fim run, ftop, and turn, and perform all his Airs, with
his Hands behind him. As Nature defigned to make of his
Perfon, and of Alexander, two Miracles of Military Art,
fo we may fay, fhe had done her utmoft to arm them after
an extraordinary Manner : For every one knows, that 4-
lexander’s Horfe, Bucephalus, had a Head inclining to the
Shape of a Bull, that he would fuffer himfelf to be mounted
and ooverned by none but his Mafter, and that he was fo
honoured after his Death, as to have a City ereGted to his
Name. Ce/ar had alfo another, that had Fore-feet like
the Hands of a Man, his Hoof being divided in the Form
of Fingers, and likewife was not to be ridden by any but

Aa 2 Cezfar
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248 MonTAIGNE’S Effays.

Cezfar himfelf ; who, after his Death, dedicated his$ta-
tue to the Goddefs Penus. 1 do not willit ngly alight when
I am once on Horfe-back ; for it is l.]n(.. Place whert, whe-
ther well or fick, I find myfelf moft at Eafe. Plat re-
commends it for Health; and alfo Pliny & 1ys, it is good for
the Stomach and the Joints. We read in ﬁmmpiw L Law,
forbidding any one, who wasMaiter of a Horle, to travel
on Foot. Trogus and Fufinus {ay, That the Parthian
were wont to perform all Offices and Ceremonies, not only
in War, but alfo all Affairs, whether publick or private,

make Bdru"1xh, Confu, entertain, take the Air, and all on
Horfe- b'icL and that the gwatc‘* Diftinction betwixt Free-
men and Slaves amongft them, was, that the one rode on
Horf{e-back, and the other went onFoot: An Inftitationef
which King Cyruswas the Founder. There are {feveral Exam-

ples in the Roman Hiftory (and Swetonius more particulatly
obferves it in C(afm) of Ca :ptains, who, in preffing Occa-

fions, commanded their Cavalry to *111glir both by that
Means to take from them all Honv of ]*liqht s alfofor the
Advantage they hoped for in this Sort of Flight. Quobaui
dubie fuperat Rum'mm Wherein the Romans did, m:.sﬁm

lefs, excel : So fays Liwy*; however, the firft Thing
they did to prevent the Mutinies and Infurre@ions of Na-
tions of late Conqueft, was to take from them their Arms
and Horfes : And therefore it is that we fo often meet m
Cafar; Arma proferri. jumenta producy, obfides (fm:',uﬁﬂ.f}t

He commanded the Arms to be produced, the Horfes fuﬂw:’f
out, and Hyfiages to be given. 'The Grand &mmar, to
this Day, fuffers ot a Chr Jn’mzx ora Few to Lccp a Horfe
of his own throunghout his E Empire. Our Anccﬁma at the
'Time they had War with the Englif%, in all theit greatef
Engagements and pitch’d Battles, fought for the moft Part
on Foot that they might have nmhu.g but their own
Force, Courage, and Conftancy to truft to, in 2 Quarrel of
fo great Concern as Life and Honour.  You fiake (what
ever Chryfantes in Xenophon {ays to the contrary) your Va-
lour and w:urlorume, upon that of your iia,{e, his
‘Wound or Death brings your Perfon into the fame Danger;

—
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his Fear or Fury fhall make you be reputed rafh or coward-
!}-',- if he have an il Fvluu..n or will ot anfwer to the Spur,

our Honour mult an{wer it : And therefore I do not thini;
[lilﬂ.‘l'ﬂ‘f" that thofe Battles I fpoke of before were more
firm and farious than thofe that are fought on Horfe-back.

a'.'-'.-'r:.!f’m.-';‘

Y il Per T i 5 hoysig
Cedebant pariter, parit
Vikorer. anitiione. neane bis fuse mota. necue tilis

ICLOFES VICLigUe, TEGUE IS fHEQ NOid, REGUE 1415 ™.

I'hey charg'd together, and did f{o retreat
The Victors, and the vanquifhed; nor yet
The Knack of running was unto the one,
Or to the other of the Parties known.

Their Battles were much better di !r']""”"l : Now-a-days there
are I‘:Othil’.‘g> but, Routs 3  Primus clamor, atque impetus. vem
decernit :  The firft Shout, or the firfl Chﬂ; ey puts an End
fo the Bufinefs : And the Arms we choofe to make Ufe of in
logreat a Hazard, fhould be as much as poffible at our
own Command : Wherefore I {hould advife to chuofe them
of the fhorteft Sort, and {uch of which we are able to
give the beft Account. A Man may r(‘poi}: more Con-
fdence in a Sword he holds in hisHand, than in a Bullet
he difcharges out of a Piltol, wherein there muft be a

Concurrence of feveral Executions, to make it perform it’s
‘ Office, the Powder, the Stone, and the W J-r'L! if any of
which fail, it at leaft endangers your Fortune: A Man
finkes much furer than the Air dire@s him.

{ Lt guo ferre welint permittere wulnéra wventis,

i v . . .

Lnfis habei wires, & gens queecunque virorum eff
2 I O - e

Bella gerit gladiis .

Far off with Bows
| . They fhoot, and u'he"c it lifts the Wind boftows
|  TheirWounds; bu

o Fightof f Sword does Strength require,
All manly Nations the Sword-Fight defire §.

*

Virg, Aveid. lib. 10. t+ Lucar. I 8.
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355 MONTAIGNE’S Eﬂg\

But of that Weapon I fhall fpeak more fully, when Tcome
to compare the Arms of the Ancients with thofe of medern
Ufe, though by the Way, the Aftonifhment of the Ear
abated, which every one grows familiar with in a little
Time. 1lock upon it as a Weapon of very Jittle Execu-
tion, and hope we fhall one Day lay it afide. That miffile
Weapon which the fralians formerlyma de Ufe of bothwith
Fire and without, was much more terrible: They calleda
certain Kind of Fawelin armed at the Point with an Iron
three Foot long, that it might pierce through and through
an armed Man, Phalarica, which they fometimes in Field-
{ervice darted by Hand : Sometimes from feveral Sorts of
Engines for the Defence of beleagured Places: The Shaft
whereof being rolled round with Flax, Wax, Rofin, Qi
and other combuftible Matter, tool Fire in it's Flight;
and lighting upon the Body of a Man, or his Target, took
away all the Ufe of Arms and Limbs. And yet coming
to clofe fight, I fhould think they fhould alfo endamage
the Aflailant, and that the Camp being as it were planted
with thele Flaming Zrancheons, fhould produce a commen
Inconvenience to the whole Crowd.

e Magnum flridens contorta Phalarica venit,
Fulminis afla mada .

——The Comet like Phalarica does fly,
With a huge Noife like Lightning through the Sky.

“They had moreover other Devices which Cuftom made
them perfeét in (which will feem incredible to us who
have not feen them) by which they fupply'd the Efteds of
our Powder and Shot. 'They darted their Piles with fo
great Violence, as-oft-times transfixed two Targefﬁaﬂ“d, two
armed Men at once, and pinned them together. Neither
was the Effe@t of their Slings lefs certain of Execution, 0f
of fhorter Carriage : Saxis g;’aé@@: funda, mare aperiutt o
ceffantes 5 coronas modici circuli magno ex interwallo loct 8
Jfueii trajicere 5 non capita mode boflium wulnerabant, [ed g

_—.—"'.'—F"'
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Of Manag’d Horfes. 251

beum deflinaffint® : Culling round Stones from the Shore
for their Slings: And avith them praftifing at a great
Diflance to throw through a C ircle of wvery Jmali lf.‘:'.n‘;r.v:

ference, they would not only wound an Enemy in the Head,
but hit any other Part at Pleafure. Their Pieces of Battery
had not only the Execution, but the Thunder of our Can-
non alfo: Ad i@us meaenium cum terribili fonitu editos, pavor
&5 trepidatio cazpit t: At the Battery of the Walls, abich is
performed. awith a dreadful Noife, the Defendants began to
fear.and tremble within. 'The Gauls, our Kinfmen in 4fia,
abominated thefe treacherous mifiile Arms, it being their
Ufe to fight with greater Bravery Hand toHand. Nox tam
patentibus plagis moventur, ubi latior, quam altior plaga ¢ff,
etiam gloriofius fe pugnare putant ; aidem, quum aculeus fagitte
aut glandis abdite introrus tenut vulnere in [peciem urit 3 tum
in rabiem & pudorem tam parva perive pefles verfi, profler-
aunt corpora bumi L : They are not fo much concerned at
large Wounds 5 when @ Wound is awider than deep, they
think they have fought aith greater Glory : But awhen
ihey find themfelves tormented awithin, under the Afpels
of aflight Wound, «with the Point of a Dart, or fame con-
cealed g!mza’:zfam Body, then rraﬂjﬁan‘ed awith Fury and
Sbame, to perife by fo fmall and contemptible an Officer
of Death, they fall to the Ground ; an Expreflion of
fomething very like a Mufket-Shot. The ten thoufand
Greeks in their long and famous Retreat, met with a Na-
tion who very much galled them with great and ftrong
Bows, carrying Arrows fo long, that taking them up one
might return them back like a Dart, and with them pierce
aBuckler, and an armed Man through and through. The
Engines of Dyonifius’s Invention at Syracufe, to fhoot vaft
mafly Darts, and Stones of a prodigious Greatnefs with
fo great Impetuofity, and at fo great a Diftance, came very
near to our modern Inventions. But in this Difcourfe of
Horfes and Horfemanthip, we are not to forget the pleafant
Pofture of one Maifire Pierre Pol, aDo&or of Divinity,
upon his Mule, whom Menfirelet reports always to have
rid afide through the Streets of Paris like 2 Woman. He

—

* Liv. 1 38, + 4. lbid. T 1d. Jbid.
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MoxTAIGNE’S Effays.

{ays alfo elfewhe ere, that the Ga/fcons had terrible Horfes,

and make I']lc Pirouette 1n their full

riat

E"pCL'L, y

ch the

fooked s 2 Miracle, hav |11g never feen the like before;
whic il_ are his very Words. Ca/far fpedking; of the Savedes,
in the Charges they make on Horfe-back, fays he, they

often throw t:,;mnfch’t*z. off to fight on Foot, having taught
their Horfes not to ftir in the mean Time from the
Place, to which they prefently run again upon Occafion;;
and according to their Cuftom nothing 1s fo unmanly and
{o bafe as to ufe Saddles or Pads, and they dur[ie fuch
a5 make Ule of Ei‘f:l‘!’ Convenjencies - Infomuch that
being but a very few in Number, they fear not to attack a
great many. That which T have form.,r]*”.wnuered at,
to fee a Horfe made to perform all his Airs with a Switch
only, and the Reins upon his Neck, was common with

r

the Ma/filians, who rid their Horfes without Saddle or

Bridle.

[
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And with a ‘:;'\.:'ii't'].‘;, not known
"I'i:-e may zvg d Srcp , and fierce

: curfus; ridiga cerice, & exten:
be Career of & Horfe wwit ‘shout' @
bis Neck c;s.w 1g extended
'F\n‘rr fl'lfj')fl onfo he who
“hevaliers de la Pmu’. or de
n'-hc;- Rules of the Order gave
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s Letters, which whoever cave them the Title of
had ‘another h.[,d of Opmion of them
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Of Manag’d Horfes. 353

than I have, and perhaps {aw more in them thanI do. The
Courtier fays, thattill hisTime it was a Difgrace toa Gen-
teman to ride one of thofe Creatures : But the Abyffines on
the contrary, as they are nearer advanc'd to the Perfon of
Prefior Fobn, do affeét to be mounted upon large Mules,
for the greater Dignity and Grandeur., Xengphon tells us,
that the 4ffyrianswiere fain to keep their Hor{es fetter’d in
the Stable, they were fo fierce and vicious : And thatitre-
quired fo much Time to loofe and harnefs them, thatto a~
void any Diforder this tedious Preparation might bring up-
on them, in cafe of Surprife, they never fat down in their
Camp, till it was firft well fortified with Ditchesand Ram-
piers. His Cyraus, who was fo great a Mafter in all manner
of Horfe Service, kept his Horfes to their Ordinary, and
rever {uffer’d them to have any Thing to eat till firit

{t they
had earn’d it by the Sweat of {ome kind of Exercife. The

Stythians, when in-the Field, and in Scarcity of Provifions;
h |

id to let their Horles Blood, which they drank and {uf-
rin'd themfelves by that Diet.

Penit & epoto Sarmata paflas equo™.

The Seyibian alfo comes without Remorfe,
Having before quaft up his bleeding Horfe.

Thofe of Crotta being befieg’d by Metellus, were in {o
great Neceflity for Drink, that they were fain to quench
their Thirft with their Horfes Urine: And to fhew how
much better cheap, the Turkj%. Armics {upport themfelves
than our European Forces, 'tis {aid, that befides. that the
Soldiers drink nothing but Water and eat nothing but R ice
and Salt Fleth pulveriz’d (of which cvery one may eafily
carry about with him 2 Month’s Provifion) they know how
to feed upon the Blood of their Horfes, as well as the Muf-
wvite and Tartar, and falt it for their Ufe. Thefe new dif-
C:J_vt-r’d- Peaple of the Indies, when the Spaniards {irft land-
ed amonoft them, had fo great an Opinion both of the

T i1

T S . = . o
Men and Horfes, that they look’d upon the firft as Gods,
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354 MoNTAIGNE’s Effays.

and the other Animals ennobled above their Nature. Info-
much that after they were fubdu’d, coming to {ue for Peace,
and to bring them Gold and Provifions, they fail'd notto
prefent the fame to the Horfes, with the fame kind of
Harangue to them, which they had made to the other;
interpreting their Neighing for a Language of T'ruce and
Friendﬁlip. In thefe nearer Indies, to ride upon an Ele-
phant was the firlt Place of Honour, the fecond to rideing
Coach with four Horfes, the third to ride upon a Camél,
and the laft to be carried, or drawn by one Horfe only,
Some one of our late Writers tells us, that he has beenina
Country in thofe Parts, where they ride upon Oxen with
Pads, Stirrups, and Bridles, and very much at their Bale,
Quintus Fabius Maximus Rutilianus, in a Batte with the
Samsites, feeing his Cavalry, after three or four Chasges,
had fail'd of breaking into the Enemies main Body, took
this Courfe to make them unbridle all their Horfes ; fo that
having nothing to clieck theirCareer, they might through
Weapons and Men, open the Way. for his Foot, who by
that Means gave them a bloody Defeat. The fame Com-
mand was given by Quintus Fulvius Flaccus againdt the Cel
tiberians: Id cum majore wi equorum facietis, [ effranatos
in bofles equos immittatis ; quod faepe Romanos equites cum loude
Seciffe memoria proditum ¢ff.  Detrafifpue freenis bis slin
citrogue cum magna_ [firage hoflium, infraftis omnibus bafl,
tranfcurrerunt >, You will do your Bufinsfi awith greatrr
Advantage of your Horfes Strength, if you [pur them wne !
bridled upon the Enemy, as it is recorded the Roman Hirfe
0 their great Glory have often dome.  And their Bits
being pull’d off without breaking a Launce, to bawe dhargd
Zhrough and through, with great Slaughter of the Enemy: |
The Duke of Mufiovy was anciently oblig’d to pay 'ths |
Reverence to the Tartars, that when they fent any Em-
bafly to him, he went out to meet the Embaffadors on
Foot, and prefented them with a Mazer, or Goblet of |
Mare’s Milk (a Beverage of greateft Efteem among them) |
and fo preat, that if in drinking, a Drop fell by Chanee
upon the Hor{e’s Main, they thought themfelves indifpen-

———
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fably bound to lick it off with their Tongue: The Army
that Bajazet had {ent into Ru/fia, was overwhelm’d with {o
dreadful a Tempeft of Snow, that to fhelter, and preferve
themfelves from ftarving, many ript up, and embowell’d
their Horfes, to-creep into their Bellies, and enjoy the Be-
nefit of that vital Heat. Bajazet, after that furious Battle
wherein he was overthrown by Tamerlane, Was in a hope-
ful Way of fecuring his own Perfon by the Fleetnefs of an
Arabian Mare he had under him, had he not been con-
frain’d to let her drink her Fill at the Ford of a River in
his Way, which render’d her {o heavy and indifpos’d, that
he was afterwards eafily overtaken by thofe that purfu’d
him : They fay indeed that to let a Horfe ftale takes him
off his Mettle, but I fhould rather have thought that drink-
ing would have refref’d her, and reviv’d her Spirits © Cra-
fus marching his Army through certain Furzs, near Sardis,
met with an infinite Number of Serpents,which the Horfes
devoured with great Appetite, and which Herodotus {ays
was a Prodigy of ominous Portent to his Affairs. We call
a Horfe Chewal entier, that has his Main, Ears, and other
Parts entire, and no other will pafs Muiter. The Lace-
demanians having defeated the Atbenians in Sicily, return-
ing triumphant from the Viftory into the City of §yracu-
Ja, amongft other Infolencies, cans’d 2all the Horles they
had taken to be fhorn, and led in Triumph. Alexander
fought with a Nation call'd Daz; a People whofe Dif-
cipline it was to march two and two Lngcther, arm’d on
Horfe-back to the War, and being in Fight one always
alighted, and io they fought one while on Horfe-baclk and
nother on Foot, one after another by Turns. I do not
think that for graceful Riding, any Nation in the World
excels the French; though a good Horfeman, according
toour Way of fpeaking, feems rather to refpect the Courage
of the Man than his Hor{emanfhip and Addrefs in riding,
£ all that ever I faw the moit knowing in that Art, that
had the beft Seat, and the beft Method in breaking Horfes,
was Nnfieur de Carnevalet, who ferved our King Henry
the Second : 1 have feen a Man ride with both his Feet
upon the Saddle, take off the Saddle, and at his Return
take it up again, refit, and remount it, riding allthe while
full Speed : Having gallop'd over 2 Bonngt, make at it
] very
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very good Shots, backward with his Bow, take up any
thing from the Ground, fetting one Foot down, and the
other 1 e Stirrup ; with twenty other Apes-tricks,
which he got his living by, There has been feen, in my
Time, at Conflantinople, two Men upon 2n Horle, whoin

n the

o

t
the Height of his Speed would throw themfelves off, and

y

=
into the Saddle again by Turn, and onewho bridled and
faddled his Horfe with nothing but his Teeth. = Anothet
who betwixt two Horfes, one Foot upon one Saddle, and
another upen the other, carrying another upon his Shoul-
ders s would ride full Career, the other ftanding bolt upright
upon him, making very good Shots with his Bow. Several
who would ride full Speed with their Heels upwards, and
their Hands upon the Saddle betwixt feveral Scymiters,
with the Points upward fix’d in the Harnefs.  When I was
a Boy, the Prince of Salnona, riding a rough Horfe at
Naples to all his Airs, held Reals under his Knees and
Toes ; as if they had been nail'd there, to fhew the Firm-
nefs of his Seat.

CH AR XX,
Of Ancient Cuftoms.

ther Pattern, or Rule of Perfe&ion, than their own pecu-

liar Manners, and Cuftoms: Tt being a commonVice, notof
theV ulgar only, but almoft of all Men, to walk in the beat-
en Road their Anceftors have trod before them : I am con-
tent when they fce Fabricius or Lazlius, that they look upon
their Countenance and Behaviour as bnrh:&rous,'feeing they
are neither clothed nor fathion’d according to our Mode.
Bat'T find Fault with their Singularity, when it arrives to
that Degree of Indifcretion, asto fuffer themfelves to be
fo impos’d upon by duthority of the prefent - Caftom, as
every Vionthito alter their Opinion; if Cuftom fo require;
and that chey fhould fo vary their Judgment in their own
particular Concern: When they wore the Belly-pieces of
their

I Should willingly pardon our People foradmitting no o-
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