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Michael Seig". de Montaigne.

The SECOND BOOK.

CHAP: L
OF the Tnconflancy of our Aions.

o) HOSE. who make it their Bufinefs to
controul or criticize human A&ions, ne-
ver find themfelves fo much puzzled in
any thing, as how to reconcile and fet

them before the World in a felf-confift-
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2 MoNTAIGNE’S Ejfays.

his Reign, having the Sentence of a condemned Mati
brought to him to fign, cried out, O, foa I had
newer been taught fo arite. SO much it went to his
Heart to c-:':'s"u"-‘_m a Man to Death. The Hiftory of every
Nation is full of fuch .*'nﬁ]_‘-ks, and all Men are able to
srodace fo many to themfelves, either from their own Con-
Jciu{:: or Obfervation, tl1u I Lan wonder to fee Men of

fi e themfelves the trouble of fort-
?’;ci";:a, ami c11dr;lﬂ.’mlr'-_=.'.i_l; to
ions; efpecially

our Nature.

mt--ll Vice of our Nature; Witnels the famous

the Comedian Publius.
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That Cou
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of a Man from the

admit no Cl hange.
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al Inftability of our
I have often
Authors a little
nately endeavouring
1 Contexture.
"1'4 according to that i
ich, if fome 'oL {o fuff
id ‘or turn them to any Uni-
1 1 “u‘:J' (_:(."'t‘l'l‘-G]‘,}-'

- the 'L was in 111.1‘1 foa ﬂ}..ml.s,
Variety c:-'-‘.cz:uns through-
Life, that he has {lipt away
dy Ceniurers. For my part, I am
ulty induced to believe 2 Man’s
any other Virtue in him ; nay, I believe
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the principal Defign of Wifdom; for (fays one of the

Ancients) to comprize it all in one Word, and to contrag

L

all the Rules of human Life into One, it is to ¥
not to #z// always on the fame Thing: T
continues he, to add, provided the #;l/
be not fo, it isimpofiible it fhould be ]
indeed formerly learnt, That Vice is ¢
larity and Want of Meafu re, and therefore ’tis impoffible
to fix Conftancy to it; ’Tisa Saying of Demofthenes, that
the Beginning of all Virtue, is Confultation and Delibera-
tion ; the End and Perfettion, Conftancy. If we would
refolve on any certain Courfe upon mature Advice, we
fhould pitch upon the beft, but no body has thought of it.
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fpernit, repetit quod niper omifit,

ite difconvenit ordine toto *.

He now defpifes what he Iate did crave,
And what he Jaft negletted, now would have :
He fluGtuates, and flies from that to this
And his whole Life a Contradiétion is,

2

Our ordinary Pradtice is to follow the Inclinations o
our Appetite, which way {oever they guide us, whether
to the Right or to the Left, upwards or downwards; juft
according -as we are wafted by the Breath of Occafion.
We never meditate what we would have, till the Inita
we have a Mind to have it; and change like that I
Creature, which receives its Coloar from what it is laid

£

upon. What we but juft now propofe to ourfelves, we
immediately alter, and prefently return to it again; ’tis
") L=

nothing bnt Shifting and Inconftancy :

1
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Like Tops with leathern I hongs we’re {coura’d about.
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We do not go, we are driven ; like things that float, now
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For .nm hing they woul not wh
Shifting fr rom Place to !-I . i
They could {et down the re
Every Day produces a new Whim. and our Humours

keep motion with Time.
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Such are the Motions of th' Inconftant Seul,
As are the Days 2 i y

We fluStuate betwixt variou:
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Rules and Liaws to himfelf for his own Conduét, we fhould
perceive an Equality of Manners, an Order, and an in-

II 1_)1 R& 1'4t1f"'l l“{' one : ".|n'1' or FJ“'L'
r‘nruug't his whole Life, i Agre-
entines, Who gave tn:'mflj‘i'-.”* : : _, s as if every
was to be-their Laft, anc

I . ™ = x- - e wwrN -: :
live for ever; a Judgment would

not then be hard to make.
Per{fon of thcl younger Cato,
out one Step, it will lead him
-mony of very agreeing Sounds,

. And 1t 1s very {J"\'--i'-!k,'f'l.t in ';7,;-'.
that when a M . has [u I

to all the refb- "Tisa
1

P el

hat cannot jar, nor dec
quite contrary, every pa

.+ But with us ’tis
Aétion requires a parti-
cular Judgment, wherein the {ureft w-*y to fteer, in my
ion, would be to tal the

ly’d C i.a'-*"‘mi"'-'-“-"-;..-;., thout engaging in a longer Inq
n, or without concluding any other Confequence. I
was told in the Civil Diforders of our unhappy Kingdom,
that 2 Maid Servant hard by the Place where T then was,
A Maid J'];Lf:i thrown herfelf outof'l'\"';'iuclow to avoid
being forc’d by a common Soldier thatwas
quarter’d in the 1'1 yufe: She was not kill'd

e our Meafures from t}

threaw berfe!
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i by the Fall, and tl ’un, JL,df} bling he:
s for fear N s e =
S Attempt, would nave I
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had fhe not been hinder

1 1 & 'y T - i ---;
vounded herfelf to fome Shew of Dan




Of the Tnconfiancy of aur Aéions. 5

ta.ily c‘f:"f“'-"»"ﬂ that the Soldier had not as yet importun’d
uu otherwile than by Courtthip, earneft bm]cl.‘.t-.om and
(uch little Prefe nts as he was able to procure ; but that the

o A
WS dlrdald

the Ernd he would have 1)1L‘LM|LL1 to
Violence ; all wh u:,,-.nc deliver’d with fuch a Counterance
and ,-JCLL.... and wit

hal embrewed in her'own Blood, the

higheft Tefimony of her Virtue, that fhe appeared ano-

ther Lucretia ; and yet I have fince been very well afiur’d,
that both before :1;‘.:i afte
Wherefore according to

L

handfome a ?»*Tsn and as fine a Gen

tleman as on “.s-;‘--.
never build too much upon your Mift cf. sinviolable (_h
tity, for hum(r been repuls’d by her; you do not kno
but fhe may have a mu¢ ‘1 better Stomach 0 your Grooni.

g

o - Wi
“.r'f Fi _’_ff" ‘f.. JXF"_'\'JE‘.P' [i3']|='i"|" one or ni

]'l;O 4 great

ree of Favour and Efteem, for his Vi dV dlUl]l

: > his Phyficians ftri¢ Charge to cure 1115‘.-1 01 a I-L.g_ and

inward Diftemper, under which he had a great while 'lan-
s i g 14 o B

guifh’d ; and mhiurvjng that after his Cure, he went much
more c.:n;ilv ‘.:‘: work than before,

(e

et

ie afk'd the Fellow,
Who had alter’d aml w-.x'd him ? ‘roh yourfelf (Sir) re-
ply’d the other, by having eas’d me of the Pains that
made me weary of my Life. One of Lucullus’s Soldiers,
having been rifled by his Enemy, perform’d a brave Ex-
ploit *\gm'u' him, by way of Revenge, by which he
made himfelf a Saver at leaft : Lucullus, who from tha
Acton, had conceiv'd a very advantageous Opinion of the
Man, endeavoured with all the plaufible Perfuafions and
Promifes he could think of,

Ferbis que timido quoque poffent addere mentem *.
Words mnt.h the coldeft Coward would infpire

And with brifk Metal fet his Blood on Fire.

to engage him in an Enterprize of imminent Danger; but
Iiuw did the Soldier anfwer? Flatly refufing to go, pray

ir, {ays he to his General, employ fome miferable plun-
dered Wretch in that Affair,

il
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1bit €0y QUO VIS qui Tonam perdidit
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ed Chajar, Asa Fanizaries, who :r. ein t; the Huz-

s breal his Batallions had beha
the Bufine(s, and that Cha/an inftead n'nf ::|_}' other
wer, rufh’d furioufly alone, with his Cimitar hi
r of the Enemy,

Hand into the firft Body
ien .\ cu tm“- CES

. been fo 1
the Repro:

to have proceed led {o Jl.\.hll from natura _. 11OUT

len Vexation. 'Im ]anm --=ind--m-.-'{’-ax-;-.'---r
|

rous ;*.;;:’ brave, you muit not think it firange to find him
as oreat a Poltron To- MOTTOW - Anger, Neceflity, Com-

(=]

_or the Sound of the Trumpet, may
y1rits ; tili;'— nr,z '\ ;:-c.:* form’d and eftablifh'd

C:'f-wh' i in” thofe Circum-

L'_.

; .i’.. 'g}-c"a {1L lite another
{ . Variations and Cont
1ave ﬁ'ix-‘x*. {fome L‘v'r.ic afi
N P B ...‘" oS alF e G ,.-.n'
via 5 two Souls: L 5 two diitr
always .1r:ct“-1npf.m 1‘4:“1111, us, the one towards
and the other towa 1L‘-“ Evil, according to their owr
tures and Propenfity ; fo fudden a iety of
2T e
Al

L - =y Y fa) .
ot being to be imagin’d to flow from one
&

. {o manifeft

‘1 to believe, that

Fountain, For my part, I muft ingeniouily dec ."L, that
the Puff of every Acc cident n ot mﬂu carries me along with
it, according to E-:“ own Proclivity, but over 1
,af““‘-w*poﬂ' and trouble myfeif,

- 1nore

Lf, -iF_'-' the Inftability of my
own Pofture ; and whoever will look narrowly into his own
reaft, will hardly find himfelf twice in the fame Condi-
tion, I give my Soul fometimes one Face and fometimes
another, according to the Side I turn her to.  If1 {peak
varioufly of myfelf, it is, becat ife 1 confider my {elf vari-
oufly. All Contrarieties are there to be found, in one
Corner or another, or after one Manner or another. Baih
ful, infolent, chafte, luftful, pr:!.tin{r, {ilent, laborious, dc-~
lica te, ingenious, heavy, melancholick, pleafant, lying
fincere, knowi ing, ignorant, liberal, cov tous, and pr 't
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gal, I find all this in myfelf more or lc”" accordin
1 myfelf about; and whoever will fift himfelf to t;.

will be conicious, even by l‘.-".:-: own Judgment,
Volubility and JJ-l"o:';!.;ncc. In a2 word, I have
to fay of mylelf entirely, fintply, and folidly,
vithout Mixture and (._nni_'.:f on. _)"f""f’"'.f* 15 the illﬂﬁi
univerfal part of my Logick. Tho’ I always intend to {pea

well of ¢ ood things, ‘and rather to in WL ret {uch tmr‘fra as
may fall .Ju‘r., in the beft'S Senfe, than othuh.iil yet fuch
is the Strangenefls of our Lulmiiiml tE‘--'-.t we are {ome-
times ]_,._..,ld on to do well even b y Vice itfelf, if well-do-
ing were not judg’d by the Intention on lyy. One gall

o]

ant
Aéion therefore ought not to conclude a Man valiant 3 ifa
Man was ]J"‘I."“ mndeed, he would be always {o, and upon
Ifi .; were 2 Habit of Virtue, and nota Sally,
a by an eq ually mfl*'ﬁ";- : I:;- all Accidents,
the fame in Lifts as in
_ ) whht they pleafe, there is not
one \';ilmu' i"tn‘ the St r‘i.._-,_tl nd another-for the Field : He
wWol J.u be: ar a Sicknefs in his Bed as br L\k]\ as a Wound in
L]' 10 more fear Death in his own Houfe
. ilt. We fhould not then fee the fame Man
charge ii:.r) a ul'CL;CL with a brave Affurance, n‘{l afterwards
torment himfelf, 'mc wine like 2 Woman for the Lofs of a
Law-Suit, Jeath of a (_.u-ld When bemg ‘Ltuﬂ d
Coward to Infamy, he is conftant in the Neceflities of
Poverty and Want ; when he ftarts at tf":- Sight mf' a ]3..,1:,u 8
Razor, and :t..n"a fearlefs among the Swords
my, the Aftion is commendable, not the Mar
Many of the Greeks {fays Cicero *, cannot C“-;h']'(' the
Sight of an Enemy, and yet are Courageous in Sicknefs;
ne Cimbrians and C*-r::-:;-:cv;-rqm e the contrary. Nibil
? effe wquabile, quodnon a certa ratione proficifea-

—

No t]mm can be bquf.fj that does not proceed from

a certain ground of Reafon. No Valour
can be more extreme in ‘its kind than that
of Alex ;u-;{’r*;-: But it is but one kind ; nor
] B ,-\_: ,ll.]! ERNOUO|

thro 1,,]-1

it'is, it has vet fome Blemifhes:

-

often at his Wits end upon every

e
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8 MonTATcoNE’s Effays.
light Sufpicion of his Captains confpiring againft

and the behaving himfelf in that ]qulh.f with {o 111'.“]1
Vehemency and Ii:jmtiu:: and a Fear that {ubverted
] ! 15 Qne pregnant Inftance: The
ich m. was I(} much tainted, -car
1e Image of Pufillanimity. The Excefs of his
for the Murder of Clytus, is likewife another

his Life,

¥
- e R e
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i natura

longo
[
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imony of the Unevennefs of his Courage.  All we
& J..n is no other than a'Cento, as a Man may {ay, of
&4 -eral Pieces, and yet we would acqu ire Honour by a

e cannot be follow’d, but for herfelf,

borrow her Mafk for fome other Oc-
:
 §

and if we fometimes
cafion, fhe prefently pulls it off again. ~ *Tis a Stamp anc
lively T'inéture, which, when the Soul has once thoroug! hly
ib’d it, wlfl not out again but with the Piece. An d
therefore to make aright Judgment of a Man, we are long,
and very Oumvmglv to follow his . Trace: If Conftancy
does not there ftand firm upon her own Lm.\nlt. Baf
he Variety

wivend: via m;h‘:c u'(fff‘, atque provifa ¢ a.f s 1f

of Occurrences makes him to alter
mean, for the Pace may be fafter or {lower) 'ct him march;
uch a one runs before the Wind. ’T'is no Wonder, fays
one of the Ancients, that Chance has fo great a Dominion
over us, fince it is by Chance we live. It 1s not poflible
L for any one, who has not defign’d his Life for {fome cer-
» tain End, to difpofe of his pl.:ucu].u Aétions. It 15 im-
poffible for any one to fit the 1 ieces together, who has not
the whole Form already contriv’d in his Imagination. ’l“o

what Ufe are Colours to him, or to what End {hould
provide tm_m that knows not what it 1s to pamt? INo
one lays down a _umm Defign for, his. Isfe, *dnd we .only
deliberate by Pieces.- The f!.lcf er ought firft .to I\l‘_nw at
what he is to aim, and then accommodate his Arm, Bow,
' String, Shaft, ‘and -Motion tb"it. Our Counfel deviates
' and wander: s, -becaufe not LL‘.(]Ld to any determinate End.
1 No Wind {t.l"nn him who addreffes his Voyage to no cer-
tain Port. I cannot acquiefce in the Judgment given by
one in the Behalf of Sajh.’mf.».! ; who concluded him capable
of the M: 111.~gf=mt.nt of Domettick Affairs, againft the Ac-
cufation of his Son, for having {een one *i'j}is Tragedies.

ik P! s
b * Cicero.

il Neither
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Neither do I allow of theConjeéture of the Pzrians,
to regulate the Mileftans, {uthcient for ‘ucia a Confeq uence

chm,- drew from it. (_,'rnn".ng_ to vifit the liland, they took
-';-Lz:'-e: of nm Grounds as were belt l.."-":l".l[xi!, and {uch

a
Country Houfes as were beft governed ; and having taken Me
N 1 TR

Names of the Owners, when they had affembled the Citi-

15, they 'mpoir‘tcd thofe Farn Or new (:m’ ernors and
m g firates s concludin g, that they who had been fo pro-
ident 1 their own pm'ﬂtu Concerns, would be fo of the
PL[ ick too. Weare all unform’d Lumps, and of fo vari-
ous a Contexture, thnt every Moment every Piece plays its
own Game; and there 1s as much Dii‘.u;v"(x betwixt us and
ourfelyves, as betwixt us and others.  Magnam rem puta,
upum bominem agere *. Since’Ambition ean teach Men Va-
lour, Temperance and Liberality, and" even Juftice too ;
that Avarice ‘can infpire the Courage of a Shop-boy,
: ,d nurfed up in Obfcurt ity and E .1&, with the :\}Lr—
ce o expe ofe himfelf fo-far from the Fire-fide, to the
v of the Waves iu a frail Boat; as fhe goes farther, and
ifcretion and Prudence ; and 1h it even Venus
and Refolition into Boys under the-Dif-
, and -inflame the Hearts of tender Vir-
Ir MD'E' ers Arms, with Mafculine Courage:

(i)
i

Hac duce cuftodes furtim tranfgrefla jacentes

Ad juvenem tenebris Jola paella venit .

T'he ender Vi irgin, dreadlefs of all Harms,
Steals:in the Dark to heriyoung Lover’s Arms.

The Underftanding has fometl nhg more to do than fim-
ply to judge us by 0'11' outward A&ion, ; it muft penetrate

the very Soul, and there dicover by what Springs the
Motion is guided': .ut that bmq a high and hazardous

Undertaking, 'I'could wiflr that fewer \\OJid attempt it.
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