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f which, “according to the fe .m.]

s been varioufly receiv’d, and do
}-‘etc-;}:“-*.':::xze. We in France, as alfo feve-
felohibours, have the Orders of
Knighthood, “that are intituted only for
his End. And it is, indeed, avery &ood
and profitable Cuftom to find out an Ac
knowledgment for the Worth of excellent
and extraordina ary Men ; and to fatisfy their Ambition
with Rev.-'nrds that are not at all r‘:‘-”u-n-e;*-.l.J]e either to Prince
or People: And what has been always found both by an-
cient }u\mm.me and which we ourfelves may alfo have
ﬂbﬂ.: v'd in our own Ti 1NES5, that Men of L\_li ity have ever
been
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tary Virtue.
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been more jealous of {uch R compences, than of thofe

wherein IE ere was gain and Profit, is not without very
good Ground and Reafon. If with Reward. whi ich ought
to be fimply a Recompence of Honour, they fhould mix
other Emoluments, and add Riches, this Mixture inflead
of procuring an ! nereafe of Efteem, would vilify and
debafe it. The Order of St. Michael,
which has been fo long in repute amongf “ S¢. Michael.
us, had no greater L:‘:nﬂor.iﬂ.', than thm

it had no Communication with any other ; which p:-oduc'd
this l'hut th 't forme 1;, there was no Offi ice, nor Title
whatever, to which the Gentr y pretended with o great a

e

Defire 411& Affeétion, as they did to this Omm nor
flt_ ality that carry’d with it more i\uDCd’ and (_rr:*.ndcvr 3
Virtue more willi; ngly embraci r‘_:*..l with greater Am-
bition, afpiring to a Recompence truly her own, and ra-
ther hono L.Juic than beneficial : For in truth, the other
Rewards have not fo great a Dignity in them, by reafon
t

hey are laid out upon all forts of Occafions. M[th Mo-

ney a Man pays the W: ages of a Servant, the Diligence of

a Courier, })u.cmﬂr Vaulti ng, praLmﬁ and the vileft
Offices we receive ; nay, und; reward Vice with it too,
as Flattery, 'Treacher ¥, and Pimping : And therefore "tis
no wonder if Virtue lefs dtﬁie~ (Lml lefs willingly re-
ceives this common Sort of Payment, than that which i
proper and peculiar to her, as being truly generous an
voblc zfxq“w s had reafon to be a better Hufba and, and
more fparing of this, than the ot her, by how much Ho-
nour is a Punlcf‘rc that extratts its principal Efteem from
Rarity, and Virtue itfelf.

[
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Cuz malus eff nemo, quis bonus efje poteft * 2
To whom none feemeth ill, who good can feem 2

We do not intend it for a Commeridation, when we
fay, that fuch a one 1s careful in the }*.duutron of his
Children - By reafon it is a commeon A&, how juft and
well done foever ; no more then we cominend a oreat
Tree, where the whole Forreft is the fame. I r.1u not

'-"_'_'—-‘—-—..__“_,,

* Mart. lib. 2, Epig: 8,
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mation, but only this, 1at few People enjoy them 5 'tis
butto be liber: | of L.|{‘1ﬁ to bring them down to '-‘--iLi'u?'-f_T.-
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Cuftom,
which I am fpeakin g of,
common, as by the Exper
feit cua"rH ; and whoever ‘could at this E|L tant

L

Cathalick and Hus sonof Into one BGL;-.'
fome brave Tt*tuﬂw?-ﬂ, we fhoul
litary Reputation flourith again. It i
ii-..'lsmu pait, P“ct,m{lwu of this Order had not
only a regard to ‘v lour, but had a farther Profpet. It
Ver was 17__:3 Iver.ird of a wval 11 d

t Captam. The Science of obeying was not repu-
ted worthy n! fo honourable a Guerdeon, there was there-
M 2 more univerfal Military E \iu\uc.a requir’d, which
comprehended the moft and the greateft Qu h.lmt' of a Mi-
]”'J ¥ Man ; ]‘-igx‘m enii exdem h.f: M'r‘ x,.J J'IJ HpPed
tes funt. Befidesa Man was to be of a Birthand Rank 1“'"‘

le tofucha T‘gmt" BurIi.n that tho’ more Men fhould
}*f' worthy now than formerly, yet ought it not to be more
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in not giving it to all to whom it fhall be acknowledg’d
due, than for ever to lofe, as we have lately done, the Fruit
of fo profitable an Invention. No Man of Spirit will
vouchfafe to advantage himfelf with what is in common
with many : And {uch of the prefent Time, as have
lealt merited this Recompence, male the greater Shew of
difclaiming it, being thereby to be rank’d with thofe, to
whom fo much wrong has been done, by the unworthy
conferring and debafing the Chara&er, which was their
particular Right, Now to expect that in ob- The Ordor
literating and abolithing this fuddenly, to i lf;',,f'l': =
create and bring into Credit alike new In- ?f o
Hitution, is not a proper Attempt for {fo '
licentious and fo fick a Time as this in which we now
are ; and 1t will fall out, that the laft will, from its Birth,

4
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ur the fame Inconveniences that have ruin’d the other.
1e Rules for the Difpenfing of this new Order, had need
to be extremely clip’d, and bound under great ReftriCtions
to give it Authority ; and this tumultous Seafon is incapable
of fucha Curb: "Befides, that before this can be brought
into Reputation, ’tis neceflary that the Memory of the
firft, and the Contempt into which it is fallen fhould be
totally bury’d in Oblivion.

This Place might naturally enough admit of {fome Dif-
courle upon the Confideration of Valour, and the Differ-
ence of this Virtue from others: But Plutarch having fo
oiten handled this Subjeét, I fhould give myfelf an unnecef-
fary Trouble to repeat what he has {aid ; but this, neverthe-
I_ei".-:, 15 worth confidering ; that our Nation places Valour
i the higheft Degree of Virtue, as the very Word it{elf

lews, being deriy’d from #zlue ; and that, according to
our Caftom, when we mean a worthy Man, or a Man of
Valug, it is only in our Court Style, to fay, a Valiant
ﬂff—’f‘f, after the Roman Way. For the general Appellation
of Pirtue with them, takes Etymology from Farce. The
Proper, fole, and effential Method of the Freuch Nobility
and Gentry, is the Pra@ice of Arms: And tis likely that
the firt Virtue which difcover'd itfelf amongft Men,
and that has given fome Advantage over others, was this;
by which the Strongeft and moft Valiant have lorded
it over the Weaker, and entail’d upon themfelves a par-
Heular Authority and Reputation : Or elfe, that thefe
Nations
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