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rward Cenfurers, that fall

the late ones, of Men vyet livir c, ..m.'
. which-put every one into a.C apacity of
and which feem to convince the Authors them-

P

ar Conception and Defign. I will have them

wound Plutarch through my Sides, and rail againft Sezeca
1 r rail at me. nuft fthe LLI I OWn
: thefe :,_;_-.:_-;!: Reput ; I fhalll ‘ Ve ahy
one L.]u:il can plume me, th:at 15, by L,‘TL... nefs of Under-
k of fanding and I-‘.:dgmuat, and by the fole Diftin&ion of the
{‘ldl Force and Beauty of _l)!L::JL’.}'IL'. For I, who, for Want
of Memory, am at every lurnat a Lofs to pick them out
-l.kc”- f thei tional Livery, am yet wife C"'(,"lgjll to know, by
\tﬂ l: I\*_?::'-.i'u:l‘:‘ of my own Iv"-uu‘ that my Soil is incapa
ine — Ui#.‘.'&ﬂll}‘!:“g "1"-' C'I ii.f,‘ rich Flowers that I there find
iet and growing ; and that all the Fruits of m v own Growth
“_h: are not worth any one of them. For this indeed, I hold
% my Jl very r,.f'punL ble, though the (_O'UL.{J ionmakes againft
rlfei: me 5, 1f i* ere be any 'k: uty and Vice in my W I'iL'j:“.{J,*:
-i.ll.i" i which I do not of 'nyf?:u* -!.'”:“LL’ Ve, nor C:‘-._n CEICEI'E"I, wihen
PO nted out to me L\ another ; for many Faults efcape the
V” J.L, bJL the Infi: of L[dgmenr confifts in not being
’11 -I‘JJLL to difcern them, v-hcn, by another, laid open to us.
; Al tm..ufn and I‘r'*q may be in us w ithout Judgment,

and ]llc‘mne it alfe without them ; but the Lom-ﬁmn of
rance 1s one of the faireft'and fureft Teftimonies of

o 1'1 gment that 1 know ; I haveno other Officer to 3 put my
oel S B

s 1t"rlm-vn in Rank and File but only Fortune, As Chings
t1| come mto my Head, ]11(: 'p them one upon another, which
el

{o meti imes ady: 1nce

r 0 I"L_J‘

m whole Bodies, fometimes in fingle
4m content that every one fhould fee my natural

E]: and Olthuu' Pace, as 1” 15 Et 15. I {uffer mylelf to jog on
JI at my own Rate and Bafe Neither are thefe Subjedts

el which'a Man ; IS not permit ‘-.au to be ignorant in, or cafu-
LL'L iﬂ and at a V. enture, to t .rﬁhli(, of. 1 COLId with to
ko ave a more perfe@ Knowl cage of Things, butI will not
n buy it {5 de ar as it will coft, Mv Dvhz.n 15 to pafls over

s F]a}“}’ Lﬂd not laborioufly, the Re::mmiu of my Life.
Bei

v : m%a, 15 nothing that [ will | break my Brains about’; no,
: 0t rmwh.dgc of what Price foever. I feek. in the
Bt eading of Bool s

p Hng or Books, only to};m myfelf, by an irreproach-
{1 n : - ek ; o St

i able L'n,--.u.un e Ot I ftudy, it is for no other Science
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€r content to {.t I's
either for fi rwf“]m g at the ot
penetrate to the Heart, or for Ci':];i!t.“."_'i!'.'g it bj.-' {fome falfe
Light, and is content with fecuring itfelf from Trouble
and Error only ; and, as'to its own W Teakae

s, does frankly
acknowledge and confefs it. It thinks it aives a juit Inter-
pretation, according to the Appearances, by its Concep-

55 LY
tions prefented to it; but they are weak and
Mott of the Fabl es of Z/op have in them feveral Senfes
and w’_tcalm”, of which th the ."5;::.; clnoﬂ: fome one
mJ.L quadrates well to the Fable ; L‘.:_::-, or the moft Part,

’tis but the firft Face that 1*:1"{ ts J.-' If, and 1s ﬁ;;ruﬁu.-.l
only, ‘There yet remain others more e lively, eflential and
r,oﬁ)urd xmo which th L'y have not been able to pene-
trate ; and JLuL fo do I.

But to purfue the Bufinefs of this E4; y, I have always
thought, ‘that in iobh, I;,g i1, Lucretins, Catullus and
Ham:s, do many Deo grees excel *l e reft; and fignally, V7s-
gil in his Gegs gicks, which I look upon for t].(,l 1oft mwh d
Piece of Poe tn 3 and, .m (;ompu“o'ﬁ of which, a Mar
may eafily difcer rn, thatthere are fome Places in L.:.*? neids
to which the A lecﬂ would have given a

]lt[I, more of the F IIL‘. had he had LUI{L re
And the fifth Bom. ofhis. & neids feemsto me
the moft perfe@t. I alfo love Lucan, and willingly read
him ; not {o much for his 'Su le, as for his
own Worth, and the Truth and So .;ht@
of his Opinions and Ji udgments. As for Terence, I find th
Qbenm ci% and El c}mlcruc of the Latin
Ton noue {o a _uru;:lﬂe lively to reprefent our
VT-fl-l‘tm. nd the Movements of Ll‘e Soul, that our A&tions
throw me, at every Turn, upon lim ; and cannot read
him {6 oft, that I do not fill difcoy er fome new Grace and

fauty. Such as lived near 7 rgil’s Tim
were fca indaliz’d, that fome ha..‘-. com-
pare him- with Lam.“«r I am, T confefs, of Opinion,
that the Lo'ﬂ‘}’ﬂll onis, in T 1LmJ, VEry unequ 1al ; a Belief
that, neverthelefs, l}mc much ado to aflure myfelf in,
when
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M
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OfFLucretius.
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with Pl o e Compari fo
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s Loy RS
rence ng themileives angry, ek il

L make themfelves fufliciently felt; they have

+ Hap 1,7 oy et
ci Matter enough of Laughter throughout, Sxtial.
bt E'Elc}'lntecl not tickle themfelves : The ot e need of
o Foreign Afliftance ; as they have the lefs Wit, they muft
poo have the more Body ; they mount on i.loi{u)wd\ becaufe
:E'J'.l':! t_";,-(_::,-'r’r{: not able to ftand on their own .T.,L s, f.‘s in our
o Balls, thofe mean Fellows that teac Jance, not being
B lr-r:t;u,p;uuu the Prefence and Decency of our \r-lnl.ry
Ch and (.:rt:"}i 'y, are fain to {upply it with dangerous Leapsand
e f«“_u-'.'m '-,ra} e Motions and Fantaftick L,L_-v And the T.a-
16 dies are lefs put to it in '}“1‘0_, where there are feveral Cou-
il ? Ln“nru and quick '-mtlo- of J_)O(.l) , ths an in fome
5 qu ':.‘"OJ. a more folemn Kind, where they are onl y to move
e 4 natural Pace, and to 1’{=p:_':t,,1t their ordina ry Grace and
'“j]-ih Pref And, as .{.‘hawu alfo {feen good {um.:nlbla, who,
ol in their-own every Day Cloaths, and with the '
o ln -y always wear, give us all t 1 P}er{w-'c of th
ring Wi nmLh .‘[‘}?rc itices, not yet a irriv’d to fuch a Pitch of
= Perfection, are fain to meal their Faces, put themfelves into
ridiculous _i_}]r“”‘}(...:, and make a hundred Mimick Faces,
10 prepare us tor Laughter. This Conception of mine is
no where more demonitrable than in comparing the Frerd
s with Olands Fu of0 5 of which, we fee the Firft, by
& ” Dint of Wing, fiying in a brave '133{1 lofty Height, and
ot \T"'“.h iu]lm..ng his imm, the latte "-‘..M.errr and
1 "ff;‘]“;=1ﬁg rom ‘1’ f‘LJc,: to :1...](., as from ich to f;uLLh
L Lot daring to truft his Wings but in v cry thort Fl
i and perching at every Turn, left his Breath and
et fhould fail,
oo
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>
confels the T n..; 1is way of W riting, and i'T*:'tm’:ﬂlothtr
long-winded s, appears to me very tedious: For his
Prefac ce, Definition: .I'};'\,"m‘ s and "f}':nn'“tr'”s take up the

greateft part of his W ‘ork : Whatever there is of Life and
]\L.Jl ow, is fmother’d and loft in the P reparation. When I
have fpent an Hour in readino him (which is a great deal
for me) and recolle&t ‘.\-’ji'.Lf.' I have the nce extracted of h‘,u:
and Subitance ; for the moft Part I find notl 19 but Wind

its that ferve Lﬁ[lg
Purpofe, and the Reafons that fhould ps operly help to loofe
the i{nntl'n-c:r-.h-;a untie. Forme, who o1 ily defire to become
more Wife, not more Learned or Eloguer t, thefe Logi
or As :fwfu rm Difpofitions of Parts are_of no ufe,
would have a Man begin with t?:{;m in 11!11*01111011 3
that wherein rJ.c Force of the Argument lies: I know
well enough what Death and Pleafure .'"-.'L‘, let no P""

give him felf the trouble to an “Lr“'".fz:; them to me; I look
for good and folid Reaf 1&3* at the firft Dath to inflr _':.1 me

for he isnot yet come to the .f"-._:- rUmel

how to u.md t* ¢ Shock, and refift them ; to which p pu
pofe, neither Grammatical Subtilties nor the queint Con-
texture of Words and / nts are of any ufe at all -
I am for Difcourfes that give the firft Charge into the
Heart of the Doubt ; His J_{l'ULl[h about his Su ojuﬂla, and
delay our Expe&tation. Thofe are proper for the ‘v_‘Jm.JJ

for the Bar, and for the Pyl lpit, wheré we have Leif
to nod, and m: 1y awake a tilznml m an Hour after, 1
E!lomoh to find again the Thread of the Difcourfe. 1

Necellary to {peak after this manner to Jud ges, whom 2
I < L

Man has a Defign, Right or Wrong, to incline to Favour his
(-'“‘“? ; to Cilii-i en and Common- people, to whom a f‘-.*l:'.:l
mult fay all he can, and tr y what "lh.ct'« ]11; J"-‘k,u HENCE C

produce, ] \m..m not have an Author make it his Bufinefs
ta render me attentive ? Or that hu fhould cry out fifty
t?“-"-‘“: O‘)f- 48 L}JL L]Ll.._; and i.fl.,l -.\lj JU 'f 1€ _:\-_a?a’.-cft.-.\
m their Rel ligious Exercife: began with Hoe age: As we
inours do with Surfum cor r"'f, which are fo many Words
L’m to. me: I come thither already fu’]v prepared from
(_h.mbcr I Da{‘u no Allurement, no Invitation, no
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i[] Name, whillt commanding in dfia had feveral S
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vien often 1 ‘.':1th e to the op{_”l
1K 'C “I} - Waiters aubo thar
" 12115 \h""" : i‘LL[' hf_‘, as
up with {fome h.um; elfe,
er made him, afking three
A he fame Que tzon; the
Fellow to r.'m..kt _A.m[nr from {o many {_{_. -ftions, and
to make him know him by iom" particular Circumftance :

"Tis that Cu;u 3 ..lti H", (f _f,.f.l' :r Tuas J‘r;-r"r::' N. , that

or four times

parifon of ,f is own. At *.'.-']'-.1::':*. (' e ' eing -uddun y nt_t
tled, Cummzndf’u poor Ceffius prefently to be {eized, and

caus’d him to be very \'.t;l hllll.‘u. mn hls own lfLiL‘!‘ICL‘ Hix 3

very difcourteous E ,Jm rtamer! Yet even wmngll thofe, who,
all Things confider’d, have re puted his Eloquence incom-
patable, “there have been fome however, whe have not
ftuck to t.-bicnb Jo.nc Faults in hisWriting: As that Great

Bratus his Fi riend, for Exa mple, who faid ’ e“:'_ﬁ.r a broker
aird ﬂ{ﬂru. 'P? HENCE, fu..,,. 27 {"‘_"}- g:..n!._,-,.'u.e-;_n he O]"1'[‘0|-'-

alfo neareft to the Agew 11;‘u-11 he liv'd reﬂ*f*hcx ’ieﬂ in fm*l
the Care he had of a certain ot g Lmu ce

and particularly took notice of thefe Words 7/ ,-
which he there fo oft makes ufe of For my Part, I
bettef 2 approve of a fhorter Stile, and that comes more
; 11'-;-‘ es neverth “]J:'.?', fometimes fhuffle his
ether, but ’tis very feldom. I Ln...
lzi:-; ne Paflage, Eu{) Vers me i
; e fenem; ant equam ¢ffem.  'The
ire my true P m\..lm. for L'“ﬂ' are pleafant and
where immediately Man in gene ral, the Knowledge
of whom I hunt :1;"’“':}', does there appear more lively and
€atre than any where befides: The Variety and Truth
of nlu suL& rhal l3f '11111.0-\ n grﬂ.;t; ;1-.1'{ \)i.;_‘cr' ]'1"“.1]

, the Di-
of Means 1)} which he is united and knit, and the
at threaten him. Now thofe that wr H:e Lives,
1ey. infit more upon Counfels than Events,
Riore rpun what {allies from '.'\-'-ih':n than upon that which

are the moft proper for my reading ;
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i

that were then fpread abroad, and the different Reports
that were made to him; which is the naked and unaf-
fefted Matter of Hiftory, and of which every one may
make his Profit according to his Proportion of Underffand-
ing. The more excellent Sort of Hiftorians have Judgment
to pick out what is moft worthy to be known ; and of two
Reports, to examine which is the mofi likely to be true :
From the Condition of Princes and their Humours, they
conclude the Counfels, and attribute to them Words pro-
per for the Occafion ; and fuch have Tite to affume the
Authority of regulating our Belief to what th ey themfelves
believe ; but certainly this Privilege belongs not to ever
one. For the middle Sort of Hifforians (of which the
moft Part are) they fpoil all ; they will chew our Meat for
us, they take upon them to judge of, and confequently, to
incline the Hittory to their own liking ; for if the Judg-
ment partially lean to one Side, a Man cannot avoid wrell
ing and writhing his Narrative to that Biafs. They un-
dertake to chufe Things worthy to be known, and yet very
often conceal from us fuch a Word, fuch aprivate Adtion,
as would much better inftruét us ; omit, as-incredible, fuch
Things as they do not underftand, and, perhaps, fome be-
Caufe they cannot exprefs them well in good French or Latin.
Let them, in God’s Name, difplay their Eloquence, and
judge according to their own Fancy : But let them, withal,
leave us fomething to judge of after them, and neither alter
nordifguife by their Abridgments, and at their own Choic
any thing of the Subftance of the Matter ; but deliver
10 us pure and entire in all its Dimenfions. For the moft
Part, and efpecially in thefe Iatter Ages, Perfons are cull’d
out for this Work from amongft the common People, upon
the fole Confideration of Well-fpeaking, as if we were to
earn Grammar from thence ; and the Men {o chofen have
alfo Reafon, being hired for no other End, and pretending
o nothing but Babble, not to be very {olicitous of any
Part byt that, and {o, with a fire Gingle of Words, pre-
Pare us a pretty Contexture of Reports they pick up in the

""-:_-. o wl ] * = 1 1
vireets.  The only eood Hiftories are thofe that have been
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the Affairs of bis Time, as exadtly as from any other; in the
moft of which he was bimfelf alfo a perfonal ASor, and in
bonourable Command. *Tis not to be imagined, that be fbould
have difguifed any Thing, cither upon the Account of Hatred,
Favour, or Vanitys of wwbich, the liberal Cenfure be paffes
upon the Great Ones, and part icularly thofe by avbom be wvas
advanced, and employed in Commands of great Trufl and Ho-
nour (as Pope Clement the Seventh Jgive ample Teftimany.
As to that Part, awhich be thinks bimfelf the beft at, namely,
bis Dioreffions and Difeourfes, bebas indeed very good Ones,
and exriched with fine E xpreffions ; but beis ¢ 90 f ond of them :
Forto leave nothing unfaid, baving a Subject foplain, ample,
and fzfmaﬁ nfinite, be degenerates into Pedantry, and relifbes
a little of the Scholaftick Prattle. 1 hawve alfe obferved this
in bim, that of [y many Perfons, and fo many Effelts s fo
many Motives, and [o many Counfels as be judges of, he never
attributes any one of them to Virtue, Religion, or Confei -
ence; as if all thofe wwere utterly extin® in the World: And
of all the Afions, how brave and cutward § heww foever
they make themfelves, he always throws the Caufe and My-
tive upon fome wicious Occa bon, or fome Profped of Profit.
tis impaffible to imagine but that, amongfl fuch an infinite
Number of Aions, as he makes mention of, there muft be
fome one produced by the Way of Reafon. No Corruption
could fo univerfally have infelted Men, that Sfome of them
wald not hawve ¢foa ped the Conta giopn s Which makes me fitf~
pedt that bis own Tafle was vicious; from whence it might
-‘ﬁ’f?fﬁpﬁ’?f, that /f?t?j!:’n’.{:’_:”{;'cf other Men by bimfelf. In my Phi-
Cenfure of fx'p.:z’u' Comines, there is this written : jp
Philip de Co- r.*l.-u’.f z’vf;w’ _;:F;:fz'ri‘.f: L.‘..’.?Igz.f({g:“\f:i'f(." and de-
f’{g‘-.f.uy‘m, of a native Simplicity, the Narra-
tion pure, in awbich the Vera: ity of the
Authoy evidently fbines ; Jree from Vanity, r:wfw:‘,';‘;rzr‘%!ﬁg‘
aof a’.'.'-z'ﬁ._tﬁ.f;; and Sfrom Afection or Envy, when Jpeaking of
Others: Fie D{;’E'om:ﬁ*; and Exbortations more accompanied
with Zeal and T, vuthy than with any exquifite Self-[uffici
oncy s and L-fa**ar:gﬂ-:rr:_. awith Authority and Gravity, whicl
Jpeat him o Man of E xtracdtion, and bred up i eat Af-

mines,

Jairs. Upon the Memoirs of Monfieur dx _
this; *T7s alwways pleajant to read Things avrit by thofe that
. /

JIIY - -_,‘_ ~a I I - 2
Jane F.a‘,ﬁ:,— zenced boww they cuoht to be Carrie
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