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Of Profit and Honefly.

O Man is free from faying filly Things ; but
aL the Misfortune is when we endeavour fo play
the Fool.

Ne ifle magno conaty magnus nugas dixerit ¥,

The Man, in troth, with much ado
Kas prov’d that one and one make two.

as_much Indifference as they are little worth, and fa
much, the better : I would immediately part with them
for what they ‘coft me, and neither buy nor felt them,
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This.no way regards me; miy Words efcape' me with
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2 MoxTaiene’s Effays.

but according to their Weight. I write as I fpeak in
common Converfation, and that this is true, T here give
you an Example. To whom ought not Perfidy to be
hateful, when even Tiberius himfelf
refufed it in an Affair of the greateft
Importance to him? Advice was fent

Treachery rejedi-
¢d by Tiberius.

~—him from Germany, that if he thought fit they would rid
2y g b

him of 4rminius by Poifon : Arminius was the greateft and
moft powerful Enemy the Romars had to deal with; he
had deftroyed their Legions under the Condut of ‘#arus,
and was the only Obftacle to the Enlargement of their
Dominions in that vaft Country : But Ziberius made An-
fwer, That the Romans avere ufed to take Vengeance on
their Enemies by open and honourable Means «with their
Savords in their Hands, and not by Fraud and Deceir. Here
Utility and Policy gave place to Honefty. You will tell
me that he was an impudent Deceiver himfelf, and {poke
contrary to his Sentiments; I really believe he did fo: It
is no great Miracle in Men of his Profeffion. But the
Acknowledgment due to Virtue is not the lefs valid for
being found in the Mouth of a bad Man; in as much
as Truth wrings it from him. Our outward and inward
Frame is full of Imperfection; but there is nothing ufe-
lefs in Natare, not even Inutility itfelf; nothing having
flipt into this Uriver/e, that does not poffefs fome proper
Place in it. Our Being is cemented with fickly Quali-
ties; dmbition, Feabufy, Envy, Revenge, Superfiition,
and Defpair, have fo natural a Poffeflion in us, that the
Image is difcerned in Beafls: Even that unnatural Vice,
Cruelty itfelf ; for in the midft of Compaflion, we feel
within I know not what tart {weet malicious Pleafure in
feeing others fuffer : Children themfelves feel it.

Suawve mari magno turbantibus wquore wentis,
E Terra magnum alterius fpeitare laborem *.
*Tis fweet from Land to fee a Storm at Sea,
And others finking, whilft ourfelves are free.

Whoever fhould diveft Man of the
Seeds of thefe Qualities, would deftroy
the tundamental Conditions of human

Fices neceffary iz
!/l Governments.
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Of Profit and Honefly. 3

Life: Even in all Governments there are neceflary Offices,
which are not only vile but vicious too. Vices have there
a help to make up the Seam in our piercing ; as Poifons
are ufeful for the Prefervation of Health., If they be-
come excufable becaufe they are of ufe to us, and that
the common Neceflity covers their true C@qlitica ; we are
to refign this Part to the moft robuft and leait fearful of
the Peop]e. who facrifice their Honour and Confcience,
as others of old facrific’d their Lives for the good of their
Country : We who are weaker, take upon us the Parts of
Actions, that are both more eafy, and lefs hazardous :
The publick Good requires that a Man fhould betray,
and lie, and murder; but let us leave this Commi/ffion to
Men that are more pliable and obedient, Indeed, I
have often been vexed to fee Judges impudently making
ufe of Fraud and falfe Hopes of Pardon and Favour, to
cozen a poor Criminal into a Confeffion of the Fatt al-
ledged againft him. It would become Juftice, and Plare
himfelf, who countenances this manner of proceeding,
to furnifh me with other means more worthy of my Ap-
probqtvm. This is a malicious Juftice, and I look upon
it as no lefs violated by it felf than others. I faid not
long fince in Difcourfe, That I who fbould hardly be
drawn in to betray my Prince SJor any particular Man,

Sbould be wery much afbamed to f.:"rmr' any particular
Man for my Prince: And I do not only hate being a
Deceiver my {elf ; but that any one fhould deceive me,
or others by my Means 5 I will neither afford Matter nor
Occafion to any fuch thing. In the little I have had to
negotiate betwixt our Princes in the Divificns and Sub-
divifions, by which we are at this time torn to Pieces, I
have been very careful that they fhould neither be deceiv’d
in me, nor deceive others by me : People of that fort of
Trade are very referv’d, and pretend to be the moit mo-
erate imaginable, and to chime in as muchds poilible
with the Opinion of thofe with whom they have to do;
but for my Part I {hew myfelf in my true Opinion, and
ina Form as much my own as I can : Like a Novice and
a raw Negotiator, I had rather fail in the Affair I am
about, than be wanting to my felf. And yet I have hi-
therto had the good Lucn., (for Fortune has doubtlefs the
beft Share in it) that little or nothing has pafled from
A 3 Hand
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4 A MonT AIGNE’s Effay

Hand-to Hand with lefs Sufpicion, or with more Favour
and Secrecy. I have a free and pen Wm,' thateafily in-
finuates itfelf, and obtains RCIEL. with thefe with whom
I.am to deal at the firft Meeting. = Sincerity and pure

Js

et

1, in what Age foever, find their (1’“I"OltLu.1]tV and
lvantage ; and bl,uuw the L iberty and Freedom of a
wlu 1, who treats without any J.,Lu:.it of his own, is ne-
ver hateful or fufpefted; and-he may very well make
ufe of the Anfwer of Hi :-.".:.«'1.: to ‘the Athenians, who
complained of this h.'.'.ri'i" way of {peaking to them : Gen-
tiemen, {ayshe, do not confider b or no I am free,
but l:-.wﬁ.:‘.‘f'c'r Lam fo avi a Bribe, or avithour any
7 My frf'mli,n‘-. of Speech

has alfo e‘]i:.',' acquitted me from all Suf picion of diffem-

£ 7 e
Advania i 1o m iy oL A

4 fi

bling ; my Vehem u‘t* leaving mm...g 11 faid, how home
and i_‘rmu foever (fo that I could ‘Dot have {aid worfe be-
hind their i'}"ck-:] ca Ir.--i ilong with it 2 manifeft Shew of
Sir mplicity and lnu:‘-.l_ enee. L '-:uznd to no ot her ,T-'rui::

by c.(;hL g than to aét, and Pu

Propof: s; every ;L:Lirm pla

r{uit nor
yn Game, win if it
can. Asto the reft, I am not biaffed by any Paffion
either rwr Love or Hatred towards the Gmgt, nor have
my Will fettered either. | ticular J!‘!_[L""' or O L,Jdb;;-
tion, Imol‘ upon our Kiugs with an / ion imply
loyal and refpectful, neither prompted on, nor reftrained
by ¢ any | private In LUUL, and I lmc J.H.x,.t io is,. T\'ei-
ther does the genera i or juft
than with Moderation, and without An moﬁt*' lam
to thefe 1’..,\,,:. > and entirely affc@ted En-
A:.:— er and are beyond the Duty of

1 to thofe who do not
D ty by mere, Reafin.
one. now  poteft. . He only

rf})'pf,m bis Paffion, that can make o ufe of bis Reafon.
All lawful Inu:nmuns are moderate of themfelvess if
otherwife, they degenerate into feditious *md unlawful.
This is it which makes me walk every where with my
Head ereft, my Fice and my Heart open, to confefs the
f: uth; and I am not afraid to confefs it : T fhould ea fily
1 cafe.of need light up one Candle to St. Michael, and
another to his Dnmm like the old Woman ? T will fol-
low the right Caufe even to the Fire 2 s but exclafively if

=
£
¥
.

keep Ll emfelves 111'11.;1;.'}-' to thei
Ukatur matu animi, gui- wli rati
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Of Profit *and Honefly; 5

Icani- Let .ﬂ'f_whhi{i“’ be overwhelmed in the publick
Ruin if need be; but if there be no need, 1 fhould
think myfelf obliged to Fortune that {aves him ; and I
will make ufe of all the length of Line my "l*ﬂ“} Hows

for his Prefervation. ‘n“as it not Atrisus, who being of
the juft, but lofing Side, Iu.m\ﬂ.d hi ;-1i.i§ by his ?.Tn-
deration, in that umw,u.:'. Shipwreck of the World,
amongft {o many Changes and Revoluations In {uch
priv rate Men as he, itis miich eafier; and in fuch fort of
Bufinefs, I find a Man may juftly be ambitious not to be
mu:d!mf;. For a Man indeed to be
wavering and irrefolute, to ke;‘p his
Affe€tions unmoved, and without In-
clination in the Troubles of his Coun-
try, and a publick Divifion, I neither
think it handfom nor honeft. FEa non
médfﬂ ;‘m’ nulla via f-/1 welut eventum \”L,fz it:

h
i
?

That 1¢ is neitbes
bonoiirable  nor
f,"i'}‘.";"’.'(."} fo _f.’.?r.'(li
negter in a Ci=
ail War

UM, quo

f‘a:fmw confilia  fua ﬂp“'ffr?.’f ¥ Ghat is net a middle
Way, but no Way, toexpeld Eevent: by awhich they refer

their Refolutions to Fortune. 'This may be allowed in our
Neighbours Affairs ; and thus G#b the Tyrant of Syracufe
{fufpended his Inclination in the "Wﬁy betwixt the Greets
'mdBm'A'vm'irm, keeping 'n Ambaffador refiding with Pre-
{ents at De/ fphas, to lye “and watch to fee w '.1“'1 way For-
tune would incline, and then take plLit nt U’ por tun ity to
fall in with the Viétors. It would be a kind of Treafon to
proceed after this manner in our own domeftick Affair
wherein we muft of neceflity be of the one Side or the
other; though I hold it more excufable for a Man to
fit ftill, when he has no Office or Coinmand to eall h
out to P'Cmma, except 1n ful‘t!“I‘I E LX pec ditions, to wr'"
according to our Laws, no M.ln is prefled againft h;s
Will L!md yet I don’t excufe myfelf upon thefe Terms,
}»cn thofe who wholly engage rl;mtuu“" in {uch a
War, may behave themfelves with fo much Moderation
and Temper, that’tis likely the Storm ms iy fly over their
Heads without domg them any harm. Had we not
Reafon to expett fuch an Iffue in the Perfon of the Sieur
de Morwilliers, late Bifhop of Orleans? And I know
fev L";ﬂ, who though thr.} behave themfelves with ths
_ié .'!-a_?':fi. ‘)' _-3'2.
A
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6 MonTAa1cNE’s Effays.

greateft Courage and Vigour in the prefent War, whofe
Manners are’ f{o gentle, obliging, and juft, that they will
certainly ftand firm, whatever Event Heaven is prepar-
ing for us. I am of Opinion, that it properly belongs to
Kings- only to quarrel with Kings, and laugh at thofe
Bully-Rocks, that out of Wantonnefs of Courage pre-
{ent themfelves to fo difproportioned Difputes: for a
Man has never the more particular Quarrel te a Prince,
for marching epenly and boldly againit him for his own
Honour, and according to his Duty: If he does not
love fuch a Perfon, he does better, he has a Reverence
and Efteem for him. And the Caufe of defending the
Laawws, and the ancient Government of a Kingdom, has
this always efpecially annext to it, that even thofe, who
for their own private Intereft invade them, excufe, if
they do not honour the Defenders. But we ought not,
as the Fafhion is at prefent, to honour with the Name
of Duty that Peevifhne{s and inwatd Difcontent which
{fpring from private Intereft and Paflion; nor call a
treacherous and malicious Conduét, Courage, People
give the Name of Zea/ to their Propenfity to Mifchief
and Violence ; though it is not the Cau/e but their Intereft
that inflames them. They kindle and begin a #ar, not
becaufe it is jult, but becaufe it is War.  Nothing hin-
ders a Man from behaving himfelf difcreetly, without
any Breach of his Loyalty, amongft the adverfe Party ;
carry yourfelf then, if not with the fame equal Affeétion,
(for that is capable of different Meafures) at leaft with
an Affeftion moderate, well tempered, and fuch as fhall
not {o engage you to one Party, that it may expe& all
you are able to do for that Side, and content yourfelf
alfo with a moderate Proportion of their Favour and
Good-will, and to fwim in troubled Waters, without
fithing in them. The other Way of offering a Man’s
felf, and the utmoft Service he is able to do, both to
one Party and the other, has yet in it lefs of Prudence
than Confcience. Does not he to whom you betray an-
other, to whom you was as welcome as to himfelf,
know that you will at another time do as much for
him ? He holds you for a Villain; and in the mean
time hears what you will fay, gathers Intelligence from
you, and works his own Ends out of your Difloyalty ;
tor

- — T YR, TR . e




Of Profit and Honefty. i

for D_ouhl_c-dealing Men are ufeful in Wherein double
bringing 1in, but we muft h'ave a caTre Dealing Men
they carry out as little as is poﬁl‘:b.,e. wief
I fay nothing to one Party, which 1T : .
may not upon Occafion fay to the other, with a little
Alteration of Accent, and report nothing but Things
either indifferent or known, or what is of common
Confequence. I cannot fuffer myfelf for any Confide-
ration to tell them a Lie. What is intrufted to my Se-
crecy, I religioufly conceal ; but I take as few Trufts of
that Nature upon me as I can. The Secrets of Princes
are a troublefom Burden to fuch as are not interefted
i them. I very willingly capitulate that they truft
me with little, but confidently rely upon what I tell
them : I have ever known more than I defired. One
open Way of fpeaking opens another open Way of
{peaking, and draws out Difcoveries like Wine and
Love. Philigpides, in my Opinion, anfwered King Lj-
fimachus very difcreetly, who afking him what Part of
his Eftate he fhould beftow upon him ? What you will,
faid he, provided it be none of your Secrets. 1 {ee every
one mutters, and is difpleafed, if the Bottom of the Af-
fair be conceal’d fromthim wherein he is employ’d, or
that there be any Refervation in the'Cafe ; for my part,
I am content to know no more of the Bufinefs than
what they defire I fhould employ myfelf in, nor defire
that my Knowledge fhould exceed or ftrain my Word :
if I muft ferve for an Inftrument of Deceit, let it be
at leaft with a fafe Confcience s I will neither be re-
puted a Servant fo affetionate, nor fo loyal, as to be fit
to betray any one. Who is unfaithful to himfelf, is ex-
cufably fo to his Mafter. But there are Princes who do
not accept Men by halves, and defpife limited and con-
ditional Services. I cannot help it, I truly tell them
how far I can go; for a Slawe I fhould not be, but upon
very good Reafon ; and howevér, I could hardly {ub-
mit to ‘that Condition. And they alfo are to blame to
exat from a Freeman the fame Subjettion and Obliga-
tion to their Service, that they do from one whom they
have made, and bought, or whofe Fortune does partf-
colarly and exprefly depend upon theirs. The Laws
have delivered me from a great Anxiety, they have cho-
{en




8 MonTAren e B [Jays.

fen a Mafter for me, all other “'L.pL“Lu..\- and 'Djlup"-
tion ought to be tive to; him, .and cut off from
every thing elfe.. Yet is not this to 17:;: that if my ﬂf—
ction-fhould otherwife {'\x-';-ly and incline me, my Han
Id :;n'a-;.flt;il_',-' obey, it 5 the Will and Defire are a Lzaw
at Actions mult receive Commiffion
}n::.,m.u t. All this Pi‘oca-l_’im' of
mine.is. a .".LLT lonant from the ordina Ty lohm, it
would produce no great Effedts, nor be .of any I\,ng
o

BDuration ; Innocence. itfelf could not, in L}*_:J Age of
ours, either nego

e

tidte without ,!'_'.fu imulation, or tmihu;
without 1_}'?“3 And. indeed publick L‘ano} ments are
by no means for my Palate ; what my. Profeflion requires,
I perform after the moft private. mantier that I can,
Being young, I was :--wmg-;d up to,the Ears in Bufi-
nefs, and it fucceeded well ; but I d ifengaged myfelf in
due time, . I have often fince-ay u'dw meda]mg in it,
{feldom a xcepted, and never afked. it, keeping my Back
ftill turned to Ambition.= but if not like Rowers, who
{o advance back ward, yet fo neverthelefs, that I am
lefs obliged: to .my lution. than to my good For-

lly. embarked. in it For there
els difplen ;":rw to my lafte, and more {uitable
to my Ability,. by which_if. fhe had formerly called me
to tha, nublu,L. Service, and my.own Advancement to-
wards the World’s s Opinion, I luo'w I fhould, in fpite
of all my own _hm:‘,u*ts to the gontrary, hﬂve pur-
fued them. - Such as ommonly , {ay, in Oppoﬁt ion; to
what I profefs, that what I m] Freedom, Simplicity,
I F :{s in.my Manners, is Art and Subtlety, and
than -L,L.dm,}u Indufiry than Nature,
an' good Lum, do me more Honour than
but doubtlefs they make my Subtlety too fub-
whoever im followed me clofe, :md pried
. y into me, I will give him the Viory, if he
does not confefs that there is no Rule.in th it bchool
that cou 1\1 match this natural Motion, and maintain an
Appearance of Li "'wrty and Licence fo equal and in-
flexible, through {o. many various md crooked Pa aths,
and m*orf“L which all their Wit and Endeavours could
never have led them. The W ay of Truth is one, and
fimple ; that of particular Profit, and the \,ommodmw

of

-.J
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10 MonTAIGNE’s Effays.

Kingdom of Thrace were fallen into Difpute about their
Title. The Emperor hindered them from proceeding
to Blows; but one of them, under colour of bringing
things to a friendly Iffue by an Interview, having in-
vited his Competitor to an Entertainment in his own
Houfe, took, and kill’d him. Juftice requir’d that the
Romans Thould have Satisfaétion for this Offence ; but
there was a Difliculty in obtaining it by ordinary Ways.
What therefore they could not do by due Forms of
Law, without a War, and without Danger, they at-
tempted to do by Treachery ; and what they could not
honeftly do, they did profitably. For which End one .
Pompanius Flaceus was found to be a fit Inftrament.
This Man, by diffembled Words and Affurance, having
drawn the other into his Suare, inflead of the Honour
and Favour he had promifed him, {fent him bound Hand
and Foot to Rome. = Here one Traitor betray’d another,
contrary to common Cuftom ; for they are full of Mif-
truft, and ’tis hard to over-reach them in their own
Art : witnefs the fad Experience we have lately had.
Let who will be Pomponius Flaccus, and there are enough
that would be. For my Part, both my Word and my
Faith are like all the reft, Parts of this common Body ;
their beft Efteét is the publick Service, which I take for
prefuppos’d.  But fhould one command me to take
charge of the Palace, and the Records there, I fhould
make anfwer, That I underftood it not ; or the Com-
mand of a Conduor of Pioneers, I would fay, That I
was called to a more honourable Employment. So
likewife he that would employ me to lie, betray, and
forfwear myfelf, though net to aflaffinate, or to poifon,
for fome notable Service, I fhould fay, If I have rob’d
or fiolen any thing from any Man, fend me rather to
the €allies. For it is lawful for a Man of Honour to
fay as the Lacedemonians did, having been defeated by
Antipater, when juft upon the Point of concluding an
Agreement, You may impofe as beavy and ruinous Yaxes
upon us as you pleafe s but to command ws to do fhameful
and dyloneff things, you awill lofe your time, for it is to
70 purpofe. Every one ought to take the fame Oath to
himfelf, that the Kings of Egypr made their Fudzes fo-
lemnly fwear, That they would not do any thmg con-

ary




Of Profit and Honefly. 1t

trary to their Confciences, though ever fo much com~
manded to it by the Kings themfelves. In fuch Com-
miffons there is an evident Mark and Ignominy and
Condemnation. And he who gives it, does at the fame
time accufe you, and gives it, if you underftand it right,
for a Burden and a Punifhment. As much as the pub-
lick Affairs are bettered by your Exploit, fo much are
your own the worfe; and the better you behaved your-
felf in it, tis fo much the worfe for yourfelf. And it
will be no new thing, nor perhaps without fome Colous
of Juftice, if the fame Perfon ruin you who fet you on
vim:k. If T rea‘cher}r can be in any g . Treg.
Cafe excufable, it muft be only fowhen - .~ 7
7 A = e coery is only Ie
it is praltifed to chaftife and betray ;. X
Treachery. There are Examples e- > 3
nough of Treacheries not only rejeCted, bat chaftifed,
and punifhed by thofe in Favour of whom they were
undertaken. Who is ignorant of Fabricius's Sentence
againft Pyrrbus his Phyfician? But this we alfo find
recorded, that fome Perfons have commanded a thing,
who afterwards have feverely revenged the Execution of
it upon him they had employed, rejeCting the Reputation
of {o unbridled an Authority, ard difowning fo lewd,
and fo bafe \a Servitude and Obedience. Faropelus,
Duke of Ruffia, tamper'd with a Gentleman of Hungaryto
betray Boleflaus, King of Poland, either by killing
him, or by giving the Ru/fians Opportunity to do him
fome notable Mifchief. This Gallant goes prefently in
hand with it, was more affiduous in the Service of that
King than before ; fo that he obtained the Honour to be
of his Council, and one of the chiefeft in his Traft s
with thefe Advantages, and taking a proper Opportunity
of his Mafter’s Abfence, he betrayed ¥ifilicia, a great
and rich City to the Raffrans, which was entirely facked
and burnt, and not only all the Inhabitants of both Sexes,
young and old, put to the Sword ; but moreover a great
Number of neighbouring Gentry, that he had drawn
thither to that wicked End. [Faropelus’s Revenge be-
ing thus fatisfied, and his Anger appeafed, which was
not however without Pretence (for Boleflaus had highly
offended him, and after the fame manner) and fated with
the Effe@t of this Treachery, coming to confider the
Foulnefs
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12 MonNTATCNE’S Effays.
Foulnefs of it, with 2 found Judgment, and clear from
Pafiion, looked upon what had been done with fo mich

Horror and Remorfe, that he eaufed ¢l

A | e e |
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out, and the Tongue, and privy Parts to be cut off, of
him that had performed ir. Antigonus perfuaded the

ral, his Adverfary, into his Hands. But after he had
caufed him fo delivered to be flain, he would him-
felt be ~the Commiffioner  of - the Divine Juftice, for
the Punifhment of {o deteftable a Crime, and committed
them into. the Hands, of the Governor of the. Province,
with exprefs Command by all means to deftroy, and
bring them all to an evil End, So that of all that great
Number of Men, not fo much as one ever returned
again into Macedonia. The more effefiually he had
been ferved, the greater Wickednefs he looked upon it
to be, and the more deferving a fevere Panifhment.” The
Slave that betrayed the Place where his Mafter P, Su/-
pitius lay concealed, was according to
the Promife of Sylla’s Profcription,
U T {‘.1;1'.‘-.;1':11flu'c-.;'ﬂ.r Lis Pains ; B}Ltq:tccorcb
/ mg to the Promife of the publick Juf-
A e tice, which was free from any. {uch

e Han

L) o
A Slave throwwsn

Engagement, he was thrown Headlong from the Tar-
Engagement, | own Headlo
peian Rock,, And our King Clouis, initead of the Ar-

mout of Gold he had promifed them,
caufed. three of , Canacre's Servants to
be hang’d afterthey had betrayed.their
Mafter to him, though he had debauch-
ed them to it. They-hang’d them with
the Purfe of their Reward about their Necks, After
having fatisfied their {econd, . and. fpecial Faith, they
{atisfy the -general, and firft.. Makomet ‘the fecond
being refolved to.rid himfelf of his Brother, out.of Jea-
loufy of State, according to the Praétice. of the O¢za-
man Family, he employed one of his Offcers. in the
Execution; who pouring a Quantity ‘of ;Water . too faft
into him; c¢hoked him. This being, done, .tp expiate
the Murther, he delivered the Murtheter into the Hands
of the Mother of him he had fo caufed. to be put to
Death, (for they were but half Brothers by the:Father’s
Side) who in his Prefence ript up the Murtherer’s Bofom{i

X an

Three: Seraants
J“'-‘.'T’?-'I;';Eﬁl ,u:-'.}F' {z-"rf‘-
traying Canacte
their Mafler.
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and with her own revenging-Hands rifled his Breaft Fr..-:at'
his Heart, tore it out, and'thfew it'to the. Dogs.” Axnd
even to'the vileft Difpofitions, it is’the .{weeteit: thing
imaginable, having once got their _..'_-.‘n-\:;;”‘.n‘ a vicious
ftéhm 11""1“1!:\[1.3?\_]"' to tag to it, with all 1:11.'10::1;1};11@

1 -
1

le ana juitice, by way of

Security, fome fhew of V

SECLUTILY, 1011 . :

Compen{ation and ‘r‘f‘{L"L‘l”‘ﬁ'lq ;r\"'“"-"ri:. 10 T‘*'* may
E | 1 | B

be added, t ch hor-

rid Crimes, as ’803“13 that TEPro: ich them \f'-'[r‘:'t them :
and think by their Deaths to raze out the Memory and
Teftimony of fuch  Proceedings. - “Or if perhaps ,,ui
are rewarded, not to fraftrate the publick "Necefiity
that extreme and defperate Remedy ; 1
Foghat “TF I‘r’:i\;) M L'- 1E£ I_ tr“"
cannot for all that, .if e be not’ fuch himfelf, but lc
upon you as a curfed and e‘-'e“"'e le Fellow ; and concliude
you ajgreater ‘1 1'11.0;, than he does him againft whom you
are fo; for he tries the Lewdnels of your Difpo fition by
your own Hands; w }‘erﬂ I‘r‘ cannot pofiibly be det e.ved,
you having no Obje(t of preceding Hatred to move you
to fuch an A&. But he Cmp’urs you as condemn’d Ma-
lefators are er “‘.p‘.m"d ia Executions of Juitice; an Office
as neceffary as dithoneft. Befides the Luit.ncis of fuct
Commiffions, there is moreover a Proftitation of Con-
fcience. As the Da: ct- Y P
ks ks : : Fir XIS L0 ;.‘..Czuf
could not be put to D ath by the : :
< 9 Fe 4 ve put. to Death
of Rome, becaufe fhe was a ﬁ"‘.'é'g.?if, g
VT ) af Rome,

2 e 1
ig that does Ji,

¥

fhe was, to make it lawful, ;.‘;
vifh'd by the Hangman, and then angled ; not only
his Hand, but his Soal 15 Slave to t 1hhck Conveni-

ence." 'When Anurath the Firft, the more .grievoully
to punifh his anjc:"t', who had taken Part with the Pay-
ricide Rebellion of his Son, ordain’d, that the neareft
Kindred fhould affift in the Execution; I find it very
handfom in {ome of tarm, tL, have rathér chofen to
be unjuftly thought ¢ ,,L.t'tf of the Parricide of another,
than to ferve Jdi ice by a Pu.rr icide of their own, And
whereas I have feen ut the o of fome little Fort by
Affault in my Time, for als, who to fave their
own Lives, would ‘confent 1=.;ng their Friends and
Companions ; T look upon thém to 1*6‘. in a worfe Con-
dition than thofe that were hane L.;. I'ts faid, that #i¢-
o{dus, Prince of- Lit buania, introduced a Law into his

Country,
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Country, that when a Criminal was
condemn’d to Death, he fhould exe-
cute the Sentence himfelf; for he
thought it firange that a third Perfon,
innocent of the Fault, thould be made guilty of the He-
micide. A Prince, when by fome urgent Circumftance,
or fome impetuous and unforefeen Accident, that very
much concerns his Eftate, compell’d to forfeit his Word,
or break his Faith, or otherwife forced from his ordinary
Dauty, ought to attribute this Neceffity to a Lafh of the
Divine Rod : Vice it is not, for he has given up his
own Reafon to a more univerfal and mare powerful
Reafon ; but certainly ’tis a Misfortune : So that if any
one fhould afk me, what Remedy? MNowe, {ays I, if
be wwere really rackd betwixt thefe tawo Extremes, (fed
videat ne queratur latebra perjurio®) he mauft do it; but
if he did it without Regret, if it did not grieve him to
do it, 'tis a fign his Confcience is in a fcurvy Condition.
If there be a Perfon to be found of fo tender a Confci-
ence as to think no Cure whatever worth {fo important a
Remedy, I fhall like him never the worfe. He could
not more excufably, or more decently perifh, We can-
not do all we would. So that we muft often, as the lait
anchorage, commit the Protection of our Veflels to the
Conduét of Heaven. To what more juft Neceflity does
he referve himfelf ? What is more impoffible for him to
do, than what he cannot do but at the Expence of his
Faith and Honour ? Things that perhaps ought to be
dearer to him than his own Safety, or the Safety of his
People. Though he fhould with folded Arms only call
God to his Afliftance, has he not reafon to hope that the
Divine Bounty will not refufe the Favour of an extraor-
dinary Arm to juft and pure Hands ? Thefe are dangerous
Examples, rare and fickly Exceptions to our natural
Rules : We muit yield to them, but with great Modera-
tion and Circumfpetion. No private Advantage is of
fuch Importance, that we fhould upon that account
firain our Confciences to fuch a Degree ; the Publick
may, when very manifeft, and of very great Concern,
Fimaleow made a timely Expiation for his ftrange Faét by

Criminals con-
demn’d to exe-
cute themfelves.

* Cicero de Offic. L. 3
the
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Of Profis. and Honcfiy. 15

the Tears he fhed, calling to '\fimfl that it was with a
]

fraternal Hand tla he had flain the Tyrant. - And it
jtil'ﬂl'\f ]"'TICL-L 'd his (_.U!.LL;LLLU’ that he ]n..u been n C'L(JL!
tated to purchafe the public k Utility at fo great a Price
as the Violation of his own Welfare. Even the Senate
itfelf, by his Means delivered from Slavery, durfi
pofi tm:l» determine of fo high a Fadt, and divided
two fo important and contrary ‘Upbﬂ:. Bat the Syracu-
Jans, h.;wn_ri-, opportunely, at [hL {ame time, fent to the
Corinthians to {olicit their Proteétion, and to require of
them a Captain fit to re- -eftablifh their City in it’s former
Dignity, and to cleanfe Sicily of feveral little Ty
by w hich it was op;:d;cd; they deputed Timoleon for
that Service, with this cunning Declaration : That ac-
cording as he ianLlL. behave himfel f, well or 11l in his
Employment, their Sentence fhould incline either to fa-
vour the Deliverer of his Country, or to disfavour
Murthum of his Brother. . This fantaftick Concl
carries along with it fome Excufe, by reajon ol
Danger of the E xample, J.nd the Importance of o Gu:" ’
Faced an AGion: . And & they did well to difch: ngL their
own judgment of it, ”-1: refer it to others, who were

1110

rants
Faniiy

¢

not {o muoch concern’d. But Timsleon’s
Behaviour in this Expedition foon made his
clear 3 {fo worthily and virtuoufly did he c:
upon all Occafions. And the good Fortune
pani LE] 11"* in the Difliculties he had to overcome in
this noble Employment, {eemed to be i?‘f“'{.u in his
Way by the G.:J. as zua rably confpiring 101 his Jufti-
fication. This ]\I s View is excufable, 3
{fo. But the P]Dht of the Augmentation
Revenue, that ferv’d the Rsmm, Senate for
the foul Conclufion I am going to relate, is not ia .-L_'_:_t
to warrant .L[J-‘.’ ll‘.\.h IIIJLllL'LL

Certain Cities had for Money redeem’d themf{elves
and their E.ibc;'tics out of the Hands of L. Sylla, and
that teo by Order ar {1 Confent of the Seaaie; but the
Affair coming agai Dueltion, the Senare condemn’d
I’h“;ﬂ to be taxa 4s they were Lw? 1 ";..J: tl'-.c
Money - they had u3 burs’d for their Rec
be confifcated. Ciwil Wars often produce fuch rlle
Examples ; that we punifh private ling in

Your. *III. B us

himielf

i

nataccome-
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16 MonTA1eNE’s Effays.

us when we were publick Minifters; and the felf fame
Magifirate makes another Man pay the Penalty of his
{,hnnﬂ'e that cannot help it.  The Predagogue whips his
Scholar for his Decility ; and the Guide beats the blind
Man that he leads; a horrid Image of Juftice. There
are Rules in Philofophy that are both falfe and weak. The
B liny oD Lt O
b 1o be pre- erring private Utility before Faith
Jur'd e By has not weight cno'ug_h by the
Circumitance they put to it.  Robbers

have feized you, and after having
made you {wear to pay them a certain Sum of Meney,
difmifs you. ’Tis not well done to fay, that an honeft
Man may be quit from his Oath without payment, being
out of their Hands. - *T'is no fuch matter: What Fear
has once made me willing to do, I am obliged to do it
when I am no more in fear. Aund though that Fear only
prevail’d with my Tongue, without forcing my Will,
yet am I bound to keep my Word. For my part, when
my Tongue has inconfiderately faid {omething that I did
not think, T have made a Conf{cience of difowning it.
Jtherwife by degrees we fhall abolifh all the Right ano-
ther pretends to from our promife. Quafi wers forti wiro
vis poffit adbiberi®. As thoush a Man truly valiant could
be camp&’f’d L‘;I‘lrl tis only Tawful upon the Account of
private Intereft to excufe Breach of Pr omife, when we
have promi ifed fomething that is unlawful and wicked in
itfelf: For the Rightof Virtue ot iwht to take Place of the
Right of any Obligation of ours. I have formerly
placed fpx,mf;mm.;_. in the firft Rank of excellent Men,
and do not repent it. How far déd he ftretch the Con-
fideration of his own particular Duty ? who never kill’d
Man that he had overcome ; who for his ineftimable Be-
nefit of reftoring the Liberty of his Country, made
Con{cience of k]lhnﬁ a Tyrant, or his Accomplice, with-
out due Form of Jlli[lf_{‘; and who concluded him to
be a wicked Man, how good a Citizen foever otherwife,
who amongft his E nemies fpar’d not his Friend and Ac-

Faith given.

quainta ince in Battle? This was 2 Soul of a rich Com-
polure : He married Bounty and Humanity ; nay, even
o p—— o _—— i FTIRAR S g —— — -

¥ Cicero de Oﬁ=f 3
the
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Of Prafit and Honefly. 17

the tendereft and moft delicate in the whole School of
Philsfophy, to the rudeft and moit violent of all human
Aé&ions. That great Courage, {o conftant and unfhaken
in Dangers, {o obftinate againit Poverty, Pain, and
Death 3 was in Nature or Art that had {often’d it to fo
extreme a Degree of Sweetnefs and Compafiion ?
Dreadful in War, with Fire and Blood, he over-ran and
fubdued a Nation invincible to all others but to him
alone ; and yet in the Fury of an Engagement could
turn afide from encountering his Hoft and Friend, Cer-
tainly he was moft fit to command in War, who could
fo rein himfelf with the Curb of a good Nature, in the
Height and Heat of his Fury, and a Fury {o inflam’d
and foaming with Blood and Slaughter. ’Tis almoil 2
Miracle to be able to mix any Image of Juftice with fuch
violent A&ions: And it was only poflible for fach a
Stedfaftnefs of Mind as that of Epaminondas, to mix with
it the Sweetnefs and Eafinefs of the gentleft Manner ard
pureft Innocency. And whereas one told the Mammer-
tines, that Statues were of no Refiftance againft armed
Men; and another told the Zribune of the People, that
the time of Juftice and War were diftin@ Things; and
a third faid, that the Noife of Arms deafen’d the Voice
of the Law: This Man in all this Rattle was not deaf to
that of Civility, and mere Courtefy. Had he not bor-
rowed from his Enemies the Cufiom of facrificing to
the Mufes when he went to War, that they might by
their Sweetnefs and Gaiety foften his martial and un-
relenting Fury ? Let us not fear by the Example of fo
great a Mafter; to believe that there is fomething un-
lawful, even againft an Enemy ; and that the common
Concern ought not to require all Things of all, againft
private Intereft. Manente memoria etiam in diffidio pub-
licorum feederum privati juris :

——LF nulla potentia wires
Preflandi, ne quid peccet amicus habet *,

And no Pow’r upon Earth can €’er difpenfe,
Treachery to a Friend without Offence.

* Ovid,
B 2 Lndd
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And that all Things are not lawful to an honeft Man, for
_ the Service of his Prince, the Laws, or the general
il Quarrel. Non enim. Patria praflat omnibus officiis, &
: i conducit pios babere Cives in Parentes *. ’Tis an
A Inftruétion proper for the Time wherein we live ; we
gL need not harden our Courages with thefe Arms of Steel,
' “tis enough that our Soldiers are inur’d to them. *Tis
enough to dip our Pens in Ink, without dipping them
in B]DOd If it be Grandeur of Courage, and the Ef-
fect of a fingular and uncommon Virtue, to contemn
¥ m,ml'n'o private Obligations, a Man’s Word, and Re-
lation, fo. the common Good, and Obedience to the
Magiftrate ; ’tis certainly fufficient to excufe us, that ’tis
a Grandeur that could have no Place in the Grandeur of
Epaminondass Courage. 1 abominate thofe mad Exhor-

tations of this other enraged and difcompos’d Soul :

Dum tela micant, non-wos pietatis image
Ulla, nec adverfa confpeci fronte parentes
Commoucant, wultus gladio turbate werendos .

TETT

When Swords are drawn, let no Remains of Love,
uc,..-..fhp or Paetv Cmﬂpdfﬁon move ;
| Lu boldly wound the venerable Face
' Of your own Fathers if oppos’d in Place.

Let us deprive wicked, bloody, and treacherous Na-
sof fucha P " Reafon. Let us fet afide this
d ftick to no more human
can Time and Example
s Ciil War againft Cinna, one
liers h‘wi]‘; anawares kill'd his Brother,
“the F'J” rary Party, he immediately through
Sot ToW kill'd him{elf ; and fome Years after,
in another ( \.n 11 War, ?-.:‘.n'.\ng the {ame Peop:’s’, one de-
manded a Rew H'J from his Captain, for having kill'd
his Brother. A Man Hr ngs but a very bad Proof of f the
Fonous .“...'.d Beauty of an Aétion, by pleading the Ufe-
fulnefs of it; and fuch as fay, that every one 1s obliged,

JAAAlIIT ¢

e T

| t Lucan, 7 7.
il and
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Of Profit and: Honefty. 19
and that it is honeft if it is ufeful, draw but a very falle
Conclufion.

Onnia non pariter reruim omnibus apta’®.
All Things are not alike for all Men fit.

Let us chufe what is more neceffary and profitable for
human Society, it will'be Marriage; and yet the Coun
{el of the Saints find the contrary much better, excluding
the ' moft . honourable Vocation of Men; as:we defign
thofe Horfes for Stallions, of which we  make’ the leaft
Account.

CHAZP Il
Of Repentance.

Thers form Man, I only report him, -and repre-
fent a particular one;ill made enoughi; and whom,

if I had him to model anew, [ fhould certainly make
fomething elfe of him than what he is: But that’s paft
recalling. Now; though the Featureés-of: my Piture
alter and change, ’tis ‘not however unlike:.  The World
eternally turns round, all Things therein are inceflantly
moving ; the Earth, the Rocks of Cancafus, and the
Pyramids of Egypt, both by the publick Motion, and
their 'own. Even Conflancy itfelf is no other but a
flower and more languithing Motion. - I cannet fix my
bjeét, *tis always tottering and reeling by a natural
Drunkennefs. I take it as itis at the Inftant I confider
it- I do not paint it's Being, I paint.it’s Paflage, nota
Bj Paflage
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