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CHEACE =1V,
Of Diwverfion.

What Womens Was formerly employ’d to comfort

Mournings I a Lady under a real Aflition ; for

commaonly are. moft of their I\-‘Iournf::gs are but mere
Artifice and Ceremony.

Uberibus femper Lacrymis, fempergue paratis,
; s s g = 21y <17

In flatione fua, algue expeltantibus illam

.52_.’40 jﬁfnﬂm‘ manare modo, [

They always have a dam for prefent ufe,

Ready, and waiting when they draw the Sluide,

On lealt pretences of Joys, Griefs, or Fears,

To fally out in falfe diffembling Tears.

A Man goes the wrong way to work when he oppofes
this Paflion ; for Oppofition does but irritate and make
them more obitinate in Sorrow, and the Evil is exafpe-
rated by being contended with. We fee in common
Difcourfe, that what I have negligently let fall from me,
if a Man takes hold of it; fo as to controvert what I
have faid, I juftify it with the beft Arguments I can
find ; and much more a thing wherein I have a real
Intereft. And befides, in fo doing, you enter rudely
upon your Operation ; whereas the firft Addrefles of a
Phyfician to his Patient fhould be gracious, gay and
pleafing. Never did any ill-look’d, morofe Phyfician do

any thing to the purpofe. On the con-
How Confola-  trary then, a Man fhould at the firft ap-
tionought tobe proaches favour their Grief. and ex-
practifed. prefs fome Approbation of their Sor-
row : By this Intelligence you obtain
Credit to proceed farther, and after an eafy and infen-
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Of Diverfion. 5I

fible manner fall into Difcourfes more folid and proper
for their Cure. I, whofe aim it was principally to gull
the Affiftants, who had their Eyes fix’d upon me, de-
fign'd only to palliate the Difeafe. And indeed I have
found by Experience, that I have an unlucky hand at
perfuading. My Arguments are either too fharp, or too
flat, and either prefs too roughly, or not home enough.
After T had fome time apply’d my felf to her Grief, I
did not attempt to cure her by firong and lively Reafons,
either becaufe I wanted them, or becaufe I thought to
do my Bufinefs better another way ; neither did I infift
upon a choioe of any of thofe methods of Confolation
which Philifophy prefcribes ; That what ae complain of
is no Ewil, according to Cleanthes ; that it is a light Ewil,
according to the Peripateticks; That to bemoam one’s [felf
is an Aiiion meither commendable mor juff, according to
Chryfiptus ; nor this of Epicurus, more {uitable to my
way, of /bifting the Thoughts from afflicting Things to
thofe that are pleafing 5 nor making a Bundle of all thefe
together, to make ufe of upon Occafion according to
Cicera; but gently bending my Difcourfe, and by little
and little digrefling, fometimes to Subjelts nearer, and
fometimes more remote from the purpofe ; fhe was more
intent to what I faid. I infenfibly depriv’d her of her
Sorrow, and kept her calm and in good Humour whilit
I continued there. I herein made ufe of Diwverfin,
They who fucceeded me in the fame Service, did not
for all that find any Amendment in her, for I had not
applied the Ax to the Root. Perhaps I touched elfe-
where upon fome fort of publick Diverfions. And the
Pra&tice of military ones, which Pericles made ufe of in
the Peloponnefian War, with a Thoufand others in diffe-
rent Places to withdraw the adverfle Forces from their
own Countries, is tco frequent in Hiffery. It was an
ingenious Evafion by which the Siewr & Himbercourt
fav’d both himfelf and others in the City of Ligge, into
which the Duke of Burgundy, who kept it befieg’d, had
made him enter, to execute the Articles granted them
for their promis'd Surrender. The People being affem-
bled by Night to confider the Matter, begun to mu-
tiny againft the paft Agreement, and to that degree,
that feveral of them refolved to fall upon the Commif-
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52 MonxTAT6NE s Effays,

fioners who had labour’d in it, and whom they had in
their Power. He feeling the L] it Blafts of this firfl Storm
of the People;, who were comi ing to rufh into his ch*‘g
ings, fuddenly fent out to them two of the Inhabitanms
of the City (of whom he had fome with him) with new
and milder Terms, to be propos’d in their Ceurcil,
which he had forged on the Spot, Thefe two diverted
the firft Tempeft, c m]xng back the inrac’d Rabble to
the Town-Hall, to hear and confider of what tru} had
to fay. The Deliberation was fhort : A feécond Storm
arofe as impetuous as the other ; whereupon he dif-
pitch’d four new Media itors of the fame Quality to meet

-]

them, p'vf-f‘jmw that they had now better Conditions to
prefent them '.f::h and {uc h as \wuld gwe them zb{'{n
lute Satisfaltion ; 'J" which means ‘Hn, umult was once
more appeas’d, and the P
Conclave. In fine, by il
one after "qrmﬂkr :-.i*.'-c:"' e the iy, and diflipatir ng
it in frivolons (,Q:.h Itations, he 1'*.{1 it at ]‘ ft .ﬂu} til]
the L,'-g ly appea 'd, 15 prncipal End.  This
other Story that fg‘}-';a','s 15 alfo of the fame 1’:':{"1'("111*&11&

F, A=\
.rj.-': '?ef uia, a Vi

‘n'd back to the
ie Amulements

which was:

;"!] of e Xce u-llr IJ,;L'JFT. and of wonder.
ful L]r.‘“(J{x tion. of Bo ly, to diﬁ}‘.;h‘gc herfelf from the
crowd of a thoufand Suitors, who fought I'\: in Mar-
riage, made this [’](,,,“‘11151{“ that the ‘.'-,'uu'ld ceept of
him for a Hefband who fhould equal her ;
upon Condition that they who fail'd fho

|":;t.1t1‘\l"' '

L

and who {ufiered the Pen: [j,
Hippomenes, f.'.-L.""LT to try his

well
of t
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Fortune 'u.L: he reilt, makes his Addrefs to the Goddefs

of Lowe imploring her Affiftance, wh 10 granting his Re-
3 =) ? =]

fj.l‘Ll"’, gave him three S”"hf!: .*‘L;'-E:Ecr', and inftructed

him how to ufe them. The Ground th éy ran upon be-
ing an even Plain, as Hippomenes perce ivid his Miftrefs
to prefs hard ap to him, he, as it were by chance, let
fall one of thele Ay pples 5 the Maid, tak_-i. with the
Beauty of it, fail'd not to f ep out of her Way to take

it ap 3
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Of Diverfion, 53

. Obflupuit wirgo, nitidique cupidine poms
Declinat cw_;z:.r, RUEFLINGUE Do: lbile tollit':

‘The nimble Virgin, dazz'ed to bt?‘mll
The glittering Apple tumbling o'er the Mold,
Stop’ d her Career to fejze the rolling Gold.

He did the fame, 'when he faw his time, by the {econd
and third; till by {fo diverting her, and m'l]ung her lofe
fo much Ground, he won the Courfe. When Phyficians
cannot iiop a Catarrb, they divert, and turnitinto fome
other le(s dangerous part. And I find alfo thatiit is the
moft ordinary praflice for the Dileafes of the Mind.
Abducendus etiam HORRUNGUANT animus af ad dlia ﬁﬁﬁ']‘ﬁ,
Solicitudines, curasy negotia: Loci denique miutatione, tan-
quam. @grati nom convalefeentes, fepe curandus efi+. The
Mind is_fometimes to be diverted to.other Studies, Thoughts,
Cares, and Bufinefs: ~and lafily, by change of Place, &s

Jick Perfons that .:"’.:;l xot \recover are order’d change of Air.

*Fis to little effeét” direétly to juftle a Man’s Inﬁrn:lims,
we peitheromake him {uftain, nor repel the Attack ; we
nni}' make him decline and evade it. This other Leflon
is too high and too difficult. ' I'is for Men of the firft
Clafs of Jmm\ ledge purely to infift upon the thing, to
confider and judge of it: It belongs to @ Secrates only,

to entertain 1 e vh with an indifferent Countenance, to
grow acquainted withoit; and to 11:3'1 rtwith'it 3 he feeks

no Confolation out of the thing itfelf; {1) 11/g appears to
him a natural and indifferent Acc:ucnt 15 rf.e; that he
fixes his Sightand Refolution, withont ‘ool ing elfewhere.

The T:"-'“lp,cs of Hepefias; that ftarve themfelves to death,
inflamed with a Defire of Dying; by his fine Lettures,
which were fo frequent, that King Prokmy order’d he
fhould be forbidden to entertain his Followers with fuch
Homicide-doftrines : thofe People do not confider Death
itfelf, neither do thc')";"ftr'* of it ; it is not tiiere that they
fix their Thoughts, they run ,r.arh ards, and aim ata new
Being. - The poor Wiretches that we fee biroy sght to the
Place of E Execution, full of ardent Devotion, ¥nd therein,

s

* Ouwid, Metam. I. 1o. + Cicero Tujc. ¥k 5.
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2s much as in them lies, employing all their Senfes,
their Ears in hearing the Inftruétions that are given them,
their Eyes and Hands lifted up towards Heaven, their
Voeices in loud Prayers, with a vehement and continual
Emotion, are doubtlefs things very commendable and
proper for {fuch a neceflity. We ought to commend them
for their Devotion, but not properly for their Conftancy,
They fhun the encounter, they divert their Thoughts
from the Confideration of Death, as Children are amus’d
with fome Toy or other, when the Chirurgeon is going
to give them a prick with his Lancet. I have feen fome,
who cafting fometimes their Eyes upon the dreadful In-
ftruments of Death round about, have fainted, and fu-
rioufly turn’d their Thoughts another way. Such asare
to pafs a formidable Precipice; areadvis'd either to fhut
their Eyes, or look another way. Subrius Flawis, be-
ing by Nero’s Command to be put to death, and by the
hand of Niger, both of them great Captains ; when they
led him to the Place appomnted for his Execution, 1'L-L-:':*.g
the Hole, that Miger had caus’d to be hollow’d to put
him into, ill-fa vour'dly contrived : Neither is this, {aid
he, turning to the Soldiers who guarded him, according
ta Military Difeipline. Andto Niger, who exhorted him
to keep his Head firm, 4 dur thon firike as firmby, faid
he. And he very well forefaw what wou'd follow, when
he {.id fo; for Niger’s Arm {o trembled, that he had fe-
veral Blows at his Head before he could cut it off. This
Man feems to have had his Thoughts rightly fix’d upon
the Subjet: he that diesin a Battle, with his Sword in
his hand, does not then think of Death, he feels, nor
confiders it-not; the Ardour of the Fight diverts his
Thoughts another way. A Gentleman of my Acquain-
fance, falling as he was fighting a Duel at fingle Rapier,
and feeling himfelf nail’d to the Earth by nine or ten
Thruafts of his Enemy after he was on the Ground, the
Seconds call’d to him to think of his Confcience : but
he has fince tcld me, that though he very well heard
what they faid, it nothing mov'd him, and that he never
thought of any thing but how to difengage and revenge
himfelf : he afterwardskill’d his Man in that very Duel.
He who brought L. Syllanus the Sentence of Death, did
him a very great Kindnefs, in that haviag received his

2 - Anfwer,
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Anfwer, that be was awell prepared to die, but not by
bafe Hands, he ran upon him with his Soldiers to force
him; and naked as he was, obftinately defended him-
{elf with his Fifts and Feet, he made him lofe his Life
in the Difpute ; by that means diffipating and diverting
in a fudden and furious Rage the painful Apprehenfion
of a lingring Death to which he was defign'd. We
always think of fomething elle ; either the Hope of a
better Life comforts and {fupports us, or the Hope of onr
C hildrens Valour, or the future Glory ef cur Name, or
the leaving behind the Evils of this Life, or the Ven-
geance that threatens thofe who are the Caufes of our
Death, adminifters Confolation to us.

Spero equidem mediis, fi quid pia numina poffunt,
Supplicia haufurum fecpulis & nomine Dido

Sepe vocaturum.

Audiam, & hac manes weniet mibi fama fub imos*.

Sure if the Gods have any Power at all,
Split on a Rock, thou fhalt on Didb call.
thy Fortunes I fhall know
By Fame convey’d me to the Shades below.+

Xenophon was facrificing with a Crown upon his Head,
when one came to bring him News of
the Death of his Son Gryllus, {lain in  The waliant
the Battle of Mantinea. At the firt Death of Gryl-
Surprize of the News he threw his lus.
Crown to the Ground ; but underftand-
ing by the Sequel of the Narrative, that his Son died in
amoft brave and valiant manner, he took it up, and re-
plac’d it upon his Head. Even Epicurus at his Death
comforts himfelf with Refleions of the Ufefulnefs and
Eternity of his Writings.  Ommes clari, & nobilitati La-
bores, funt tolerabiles||. Al Labours that are illuflrious
and remown'd, are fupportable. And the fame Wound,
the fame Fatigue, is not, fays Xengphon, {0 intolerable

* Eneid. 1. 4. + M., Ogilty.
B Cicero Tufe. /. 2.
to
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to a General of an Army, as to a coni.
The cheerful mon Soldicr.  Epaminonidas dred much

Death of Epa- more chearful, having been informd
of I » ]

minondas, that the ‘f’ifturv remain’d to him. Het

}'.!f‘a! }"":"?"m bec Jomenta Iu','ﬂ!,h-nur dos
lorumy.  Thefe are I,f-ffw-m, and Fomemtations to the
greateft Pains. And fuch other Cire L'.'I'ﬂ”.\! wces amufle;

divert, and turn our Thoughts from the Confiderat .'"L
of the thing il‘: itfelf. Even the Arguments of Pb ilofoply
are ..lww- dive: .ing;, and putting by the Matter, {o a8
iree to rub upon the Sore. greatelt Man of the
Philofoph rm? school, and Su t}{“‘“lLC}ld..t" over all the
1‘('..‘E, the great Zene, againft Death forms this Q1HJ“.';(P"I

No Evil is Bonour m";_, but Death is bonourable : There-
Jore L"'f-f"r"-' is not Evil. - Againft Di 'unkcnneﬂ this: ' Np
ore comimits his Secrets fo d Uu ukard, but E.‘_{M onE com-
RIS .f:f.'_: Secrets to a

-:r.f.r.' f"érq;) a .«: e ﬁ-fs”" 15
70 J,- fcr‘f{'azra. Iq t.ua ts hit Lr C Ma tk ? l love to u

ﬁ%c T (0'7117..11\ ,:‘-E._-; eriet Men as they would i\(’,

they are vet but m?'.y{u Men, Juut*é\t, is a {weet Paf-
fion, of ":t at and: natural Imprefiion ; I difeern it well

enough, thongh I have no manner of I Experience of it,
From which, no* lor ng "10, to div <.1t a young Prince, I
did not tr.llmm, that if 2 Man ftra ck him on one Lheck,
he muft turn the other to him, to fulfil the Dauties of
Charity'; nor did I go about to reprefent the Tragical
Events which Poctry attribites to that Paffion: T left
thofe Strings untoyched,and amufed my felfwith making
him relifh the Beauty of a contrary Image s by repre-
fenting to him whit L{:-mu, Efteem, and (JWL.-\\ ill he
would acquire by Clemency and {Ic'm-n;;tu:’c, I diverted
him to Ambitio 11 Thus 2 Man is to deal in fuch Cafes,
If your Paffien of Love be too violen Gifperiﬂ it, fay
they, and y day true ; for I have u‘t try’d it with Ad-
V“‘*lmf ; break it into feveral Defires, of which let one
be Regent, if you will, over the reft ; but, left 1t thould
nd domineer over you, weaken and protraét,
: .-.=.'.-d diverting it ;

1T
o

e —

T Ciceros Tupe, 1. 2,
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Cum morofa vago fingultict inguine vene*.
Congicito Lamorem colleFum in Cor pora quazque +.

and look to't in time, left it proves too troubl#fom to
deal with, when it has once feiz'd you.

S: nan prima wevis conturbes vulnera plagis,
Vw"gzvzzgagwe Vagus VeaLre ante recentia CI{P"EJ'i.

Dnlefs you fancy every one you view,
Revel in Love, and cure old Wounds by new

I once was wounded with a vehement Difpleafure, and
withal, more juft than vehement; I might perhaps have
loft my felf in it, if I had meerly trutted to my own
Strength. Having need of a powerful Biverfion to dif
eng.,ge me, I found out one, by amorous Arts and Study,
in which I was affifted by my Youth : Love reliev’d ﬁnd
refcu’d me from the Evil wherein Friendfhip had engaged
me. 'Tis in every thing elfe the fame, a violent Ima—
gination hath feiz’d me, T find it a nearer w ay to change,
than to fubdue it: I depute, if not one contrary, yet

another at leaft in'it’s place : Variation always relieves,
anmiuh, and di Klru:af; if I am not able to contend
with it,'I efcape from it ; and inavoiding it, {lip out of
the way, and make my doubles: Shis“:mg of Places, Bu-
finefs, and Company, I fecure my &If in the crowd of
other Thoughts and Fancies, where it lofes my trace,
an u;l i C1W1Je After the fame manner does Nazture pro-

ed, by the Benefit of Inconftancy ; for

Iut time fhe has given us as the Sove- ‘T!':.He the Plhy-
reign Pi‘L}'j}ciﬂI* ot our Paffions, princi- frian of our Paj-
pally gains it’s effe@ by that means; by~ fons.
fupplying our Imag inations with other,

and new Affairs, 1t unnerves, and diffolves the firit
p_gheuﬁpn, how ftrong foever. A wife Man fees his
Yriend little lefs dyine at the end of five and twenty

i o S —

* PorfiusSar. 6.+ Lucret, by 1 i,
" Mr. LlLtiho
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58 MoNTA1GNE"s Fffays.

Years, than the firlt Year, and according to Epicuray,
no lefs at all ;-for he did not attribute any Alleviation of
Afi&tions, neither to the forefight of the Man, or the
Antiquity of the Evils themfelves, But fo many other
Thoughts traverfe the firft, that it languifhes and tires at
laft. Alc'ffr'adr’:, to divert-the Inclination- of common
Rumours, cut off the Ears-and Tail of his beautiful Dog,
and turn‘a him out into the publick Place, to the end,
that giving the People this occafion te prate, they might
let his other Actions alone. . I have alfo feen, for-this
fame end of diverting the Opinions and Conjectures of the
People, and to flop their Mouths, fome Women c's‘uccul
their real Affetions by thofe that were only uonmu[ ¢it,
and put on to blind Men’s Eyes; but I have likewife
feen {ome of them, who in counterfeiting, have 1.1:1t,l 'd
themfelves to be caught indeed, and have (j'k!liti.'d the
true and original AffeCtion, for the feign'd. By which
I have learned, that they who find their Affections well-
plac’d, are Fools to confent to this [""&:‘Efc. The fa-
vourable and publick Rece ption being only referv’d for
this pretended Servant, a Man may ron*]:::.e him a Fel-
low of very little Addrefs, and lels Wit, if he does not
in the end put himfelf into your place, and you into his;
this is pr cyﬂh' to cut out, and make up a Shoe for ans
other to draw on. A little thing will turn and divert
us ; becaufe a little thing holds Ll_. We do not much
confider Jmaju,ta in g-m:. and in themfelves; but there
are little and {uperficial Circumitances that ftrilie us; the

i £ 5

vain ufelefs Hufks that fall off from thofe Subjects.

Folliculos ut nunc teretes zflate cicade
8

.

Li rqunnt

Such as the hollow Huiks, or Shells we find
In Summer, Grafhoppers do leave behind.

ven Plutarch himfelf laments his Daughter for the
h::ie apith Tricks of her Infancy. The Remembrance

Farewel, of an Altion, of a particular Favour, of
a laft Recommendation, af Mi@ts us. The Sight of Cz/ar's

S S— s

f;:;c‘rff. 7
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Of Diverfion. 59
Robe troubled all Rome, which was more than his Death
had done. Even the found of Names ringing in our
Ears, as My poor Mafler, or, my great Friend; Alas, my
dear Father, or my fweet Daughter, make us melancho-
ly and fad. When thefe Repetitions torment me, and
that I examine them a little nearer, I find them but a
Grammatical Complaint ; I am only wounded with the
Word and Tone, as the Exclamations of Preachers very
oft work more upon their Auditory than their Reafons;
and as the mournful Eyes and Voice of a Bealt kill'd for
Service, without my weighing, or penetrating at the
fame time into the true and real effence of my Subjett.

His fe fimulis dolor ipfe lace/fit. +
With thefe Incitements Grief it {elf provokes.

Thefe are the Foundations of our Mourning. The
Obftinacy of the Stone againit all Remedies adminiftred
to me, has fometimes thrown me into fo long Suppreflions
of Urine for three or four Days together, and fo near
Death, that it had been Folly to have hop’d to evade it ;
and it was much rather to have been defir'd, confidering
the Miferies I endure in thofe cruel Fits. Oh, how
great a Mafter in the Art of Hangman-

Jfbip, was that honelt Emperor, who Criminals Yard
caufed Criminals to be tied in fuch a #°d wp to flop
Manner that they might die forwantof their Urine.
making Water! Finding my felf in

this Condition, I confider’d by how many light Caufes
and Objeéts Imagination nourifl’d in me the regret of
Life ; and of what Atoms the Weight and Difficulty of
this diflodging was compos’d in my Soul, and to how
many idle and frivolous Thoughts we give way in fo
great an Affair. A Dog, a Horfe, a Book, a Glafs,
and what not ? were confider’d in my Lofs. T'c others,
their ambitious Hopes, their Money, their Knowledge,
not lefs foolith Confiderations in my Opinion than mine.
I look upon Death carlefly, when I look upon it uni-
verfally as the end of Life. I infult over it in grofs ; but

+ Lucan. I, 2.
in
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m Retail it domineers over me. The Tears of a Foots
man, the difpofing of my Clothes, the touch of a
Friendly Hand, which is a common Confolation, difs
courages and melts me. So do the Complaints in Tr4-
gedies m fect our Souls with Grief, and the Griefsof Dids
and J}zadm, touch with (_eﬂp.umn even thofe that
don’t believe them in Virgiland Catullus. It is an Ex
ample of an obftinate and obdurate Nature, to be fen-
fible of no FEmotion; as ’tis reported for a Miracle of
Poleman; who not fo much as ﬁl ex'd his Countenance
at the biting of a mad Dog, that tore away the Calf of
his Leg. And no Vfuumu praceeds {o hr, as to cons
ceive fo lively and entire a caufe of Sorrow by fndo—
ment, that it {uffefs no encreafe by Prefence, where the
Eyes and Fars have their Share ; Parts that are not to
be moved but by vain Accidents. Is it Reafon, that
even the Arss themfelves fhou ]d make an %dﬁ.\.nt“pe of
our natural Brutality and Weaknefs ¢ The Orator, fays
R]lf‘tonck, in the farce of his ﬂlc ading, fhall be movd
with the found of his own V{"l(‘t, and teis med Emotions,
and {uffer it felf to be r'npn«u upon b'» the Paflion he
reprefents ; he will Jillplmt in himfelf a true and real
Grief, by means of the Part he plays, to tranfmit it to
the Aumu'lu‘, who are yet lefs concern’d than he: As
they do, who are hired at Funerals to afiit in t} he Cere-
mony of Sorrow, who fell their Tears and Mourni ing by
Wught and Me&iuu. For altho’ they a& in a borrow’d
Form, neverthelefs by habituating themfelves 5, and. {ets
tling their Countenances to the Occa ifion,’tis moft ce rtain,
they oft are re ally affeted with a true and real Sorrow.
I was one, among {everal other of his Friends, who
convey'd the Bo ody: of Monfieur de Grammont to Soiffons,

from the Siege of la Fere, where he was flain; I ob-
ferv’d that in 1] I Places we pafs’d thr cugh, we filled the
People with Tears and Lamentations LJ, the mere {o-
Iemmn Pom p of our Convoy, for [_!'.(: Name of the De-

fun& was not there fo much as known. Suintilian re-
PL Tts to have {een Players {o dee n ¥ €1 u_r, uji in a-Monrn-
.. TR, ST BT LTy OF 0xs
ng b .u, r_:_ t they could not weeping when
th \r ¢ Home, and wh

tGllll hDI“:_-.f." __-'-:':r| Tl 2N0Ene:
it to that d!.':_:l,‘-"l.'.‘Lf, a4s Lo ng
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into Tears, but even with Palenefs, and the Behaviour
of Men really overwhelmed with Grief. = In a Country
near our Mountains, the Women -play Prielt Mariir,
that is to fay, both the Prieft and the Clerk ; for as
they augment the Regret of the deceafed Hufband, by
the remembrance of the good and agreeable Qualities
he was Mafter of; they alfo at the fame time make a
Regifter of, and publifh his Imperfeltions ; as if, of
themiclves to enter into fome Compenfation, and fo di=
vert themfelves from Compafiion to Difdain; and yet
with much better Grace than we do, who when ‘we lofe
an old Acquaintance, ftrive to give him pew and falle
Praifes, and to make him quite another thing when we
have loft fight of him, than he {feem’d to be when we
faw him: as if Regret was an inftructive thing, or
that Tears enlighten’d our Underftandings by wathing
them. For my part, I henceforth renounce all favour-
able Teftimonies Men would give of me, not becaufe: I
fhall be worthy of them, but becaafe I thall be dead,
Whoever fhall afk a Man, What Intereft have you in
this Siege? The Intereft of Example, he will fay, and
of common Obedience to my Prince: I pretend to no
Profit by it; and for Glory, I know how. fmall a: part
can refle® uvpon fuch a private Man as I am: 1 have
here neither Paffion nor Quarrel in it: And yet you thall
fee him the next d4y quite another Man, chafing, and
red with Fury, rang’d in Batile for the Affault: ’1'is the
glittering of {o much Steel, the Fire and Noile of our
Cannon and Drums, that have infus’d this new Raricour
and Fury into his Veins. A frivolous Caufe you will
{fay : How a Caufe? There needs none to agitate the
Mind ; a meer whimfy without Body, and without Sub-
je& will rule and {way it. Let:me think of building Ca-
ftles in the Air, my Imagination {uggefts to me Conveni-
encies and Pleafures, with which my Soul is really tickded
and pleafed. How often do we torment our Mind with
Anger or Scrrow by fuch Shadows, and engage ourielvres
in fantaftick Paffions, that alter both the Soul and Body’ ?
\,:;.h;-aa, Ci..ﬂ‘DILiﬂ'i"d, ﬁm::ing, _:n.ml co_a}_ﬂl.».'d GJ_'Lmnccs doea
this raving put our Faces into! What Sallies and Agi-
tation both of Members and Voices does it occafion ?
Does it not feem that this individual Man has falfe
2 Vlﬂ(}]‘a‘;’-
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Vifions from the Crowds of others, with whom he hasto
do, o1, that he i1s poflels’d with fome internal Demon
that perfecutes him ? Enquire of yourfelf, where is the
Objeét of this Mutation ? Is there any thing but us in
Nature, but fubfifting Nullity, over which it has Power?
Cambyfes, for having dreamt that his Brother fhould be
one Day King of Perfia, put him to death ; a beloved
Brother, and a Brother whom he tenderly loved, in whom
he had always confided. Ariffedemus, King of the Mef.
Jfenians, killed himfelf out of a fancy of ill Omen, from
I know not what Howling of his Dogs ; and King Midas
did as much upon account of fome foolith Dream he had,
*T'is to prize Lifeat it’s juft Value, to abandon it fora

ream. Hear our Soul fpeak, fhe triumphs over the
Body, and the Weaknefs that expofes it to every Injury
and Alteration ; fhe has jult Reafon to fay of it:

Q prima infelix fingenti Terra Prometheo !
1lle parum cauti peloris egit opus,

Corpora difponens, mentem non widit in arte,
Redta Animi primum debuit effe via ¥,

O, *twas for a moft unhappy Day,

When rath Prometbeus form’d him out of Clay !
In his Attempt th’ ambitious Architeét

Did indifcreetly the main thing neglect.

In framing Bodies, he had not the Art

Ta form the Mind, which is the chiefeft part.

® Propoli3. El-g.

CH AP V.
Upon fome Verfes of Virgil,

N Proportion as ufeful Thoughts are full and folid, fo
E are they alfo more cumberfom and heavy. Vice,
Death, Poverty, Difeafes, are grave and grievous Sub-
jects, A Man muft have his Soul inftruéted in the means

tQ
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