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62 MonTA1GNE’S Effays.

Vifions from the Crowds of others, with whom he hasto
do, o1, that he i1s poflels’d with fome internal Demon
that perfecutes him ? Enquire of yourfelf, where is the
Objeét of this Mutation ? Is there any thing but us in
Nature, but fubfifting Nullity, over which it has Power?
Cambyfes, for having dreamt that his Brother fhould be
one Day King of Perfia, put him to death ; a beloved
Brother, and a Brother whom he tenderly loved, in whom
he had always confided. Ariffedemus, King of the Mef.
Jfenians, killed himfelf out of a fancy of ill Omen, from
I know not what Howling of his Dogs ; and King Midas
did as much upon account of fome foolith Dream he had,
*T'is to prize Lifeat it’s juft Value, to abandon it fora

ream. Hear our Soul fpeak, fhe triumphs over the
Body, and the Weaknefs that expofes it to every Injury
and Alteration ; fhe has jult Reafon to fay of it:

Q prima infelix fingenti Terra Prometheo !
1lle parum cauti peloris egit opus,

Corpora difponens, mentem non widit in arte,
Redta Animi primum debuit effe via ¥,

O, *twas for a moft unhappy Day,

When rath Prometbeus form’d him out of Clay !
In his Attempt th’ ambitious Architeét

Did indifcreetly the main thing neglect.

In framing Bodies, he had not the Art

Ta form the Mind, which is the chiefeft part.

® Propoli3. El-g.

CH AP V.
Upon fome Verfes of Virgil,

N Proportion as ufeful Thoughts are full and folid, fo
E are they alfo more cumberfom and heavy. Vice,
Death, Poverty, Difeafes, are grave and grievous Sub-
jects, A Man muft have his Soul inftruéted in the means

tQ




i to
o
the
m
afe
be
red
om
Lf
om
das
1d.
ra
he

iy

o

L 7 T T

Upon fome Verfes of Virgil, 63

to {uftain and to contend with Evils, and in the Rules
of living and believing well ; he muft likewife often
rouze it up, and exercife it in this noble Study. But in
a vulgar Soul, it muft be by Intervals, and with Mo-
deration ; it will otherwife grow befotted, if continually
intent. When I was young, I had need of frequent felf
Solicitations and Admonitions to keep me to my Duty :
Gaiety and Health, it is faid, do not fo well agree with
thofe grave and ferious Meditations : I am at prefent in
another Condition. The Indifpofitions of Age do but too
much advertife and preach to me. From the Excefs of
Sprightlinefs, Iam fallen into that of Severity ; which is
more troublefom : And for that Reafon, I now pur-
pofely fuffer my felf to run into fome little Liberties,
and fometimes unbend my Mind with young and foolifh
Thoughts, in which it diverss it felf. I am grown now
but too full, too heavy, and too ripe. My Years read
every Day new Letures to me of Coldnefs and Tempe-
rance. This Body of mine aveids Diforder, and dreads
it; ’tis now my Body’s time to guide my Mind towards
Reformation ; it governsin it’s turn, and more rudely
and imperioufly than the other; it lets me not an Hour
alone, fleeping or waking ; but is always preaching to
me Death, Patience, and Repentance. I now defend
my felf from Temperance, as I formerly did from Vo-
laptuoufnefs : It draws me too much back, and even to
Stupidity. Now I will be Mafter of my felf to all In-
tents and Purpofes. Wifdom has its Excefs, and has
no lefs need of Moderation than Folly. Therefore, left
I fhounld wither, dry up, and overcharge my felf with
Prudence, in the Intervals and Truces which my Infir-
mities allow me,

Mens intenta fuis ne fiet ufgue malis. +

That my Mind mayn’t eternally be bent
And fix’d on Subjeéts ftill of Difcontent.

I gently decline it, and tarn away my Eyes from the
ftormy and frowning Sky I have before me ; which,

gy

T Owid, Triff. 1, 4. El 1.
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64 MonTATCNES Effays.

Thanks be to God, I confider without Fear, but not

without Meditation.and Debate.  And amufe my felf in
the Remembrance of my better Years.

e Animus quod perdidit optat,
Aigue in precterita [ totus imagine verfat t.

The Mind what it has loft wifhes to have,
And for things paft eternally does crave.

Let Infancy look forward, and Age backward; Is
not this the Signification of jfazus his double Face ? Let
Years hall me along if they will, but it fhall be back-
ward: As 1 m‘r as my Eyes can difcern the pleafant Sea-
fon expired, I thall now and then turn them that W ay.
1’m1g‘1 it efcapes from my Blood and my Veins, I

fball not however root the Image of it out of my Me-
mory.

hoc ef?
Vivere bis vita, pojje priore frui *.

*Tis to live twice to him who can obtain
Of Thought t'enjoy his former Life again,

Plato ordains that old Men fhould be prefent at the
Exercifes, Dances, and Sports of young People, that
they may Mo:cc, in others, for the Ativity and Beauty
of _;de which 1s no more in themfelves; and call to
mind thc Grace and Comelinefs of that flourithing Age:
And wills that in thefe Recreations, the Honour of the
Prize thould be given to that young Man who has moft
diverted the Company. I formerly ufed to mark clou-
dy and gloomy Days, for extrzordinary; thofe are
now my ordinary ones; the extraordinary are the clear
and bright, Iam ready to leap out of my Skin for Joy,
as for an uncommon Favour, when nothing ails me. Let
me tickle my felf preflently after, I cannot force a poor
Smile from this wretched Bouy of mine. I am only

+ Petron. Aibiter, * Mart. l. 10, Ep. 23.
1 merry




Q= + 0

H O P e

i L

Upon fome Verfes of Virgil., 65

merry in Conceit, by Artifice to divert the Melancholy
of Age; buf doubtlefs it requires another Remedy than
the Efficacy of a Dream. A weak Conteft of Art a-
gainft Nature. ’Tis great Folly to lengthen and antici-
ate human Inconveniencies, as every one does. I had
rather bé a lefs while old, than to be old before I am
really fo. I feize on even the leaft Occafions of Pleafure
T can meet; I know very well by Hear-fay, feveral forts
of prudent Pleafures, that are effe€tually fo, and gloriots
to boot; but Opinion has not Power enough over me, to
give me an Appetite to them. I covet not fo much to
have them magnanimous, magnificent, and lofty, as I
do to have them foft, ealy, and ready. 4 Natura difce-
dimus :  Populo nos damus, nullius rei bono aufiori ¥,
We depart from Nature, and give our felves to the People,
awho underfland nothing. WMy Philefophy is in A&ion, in
natural” and prefent Pradtice, very little in Fancy. What
if I have a Mind to play at Cob-nut, or to whip a 7op.

Non' ponchat enim Rumores ante Salutem. +

He was too wife
Idle Reports'before his Health to prize.

Pleafure is a Quality of very little Ambition ; it thinks
it felf rich enough of it felf, without any Addition of
Repute, and is beft pleafed where moft obfcure. A
young Man fhould be whipped, who pretends to a Pa-
late in Wine and Sauces; there was nothing which at that
Age I lefs valued or knew ; now I begin to learn, Iam
very much atham’d of it. But what fhould I do? I am
more aftham’d and vex'd at the Occafions that put me
upon it. ’Tis for us to deat and trifle away the Time,
and for young Men to ftand upon their Reputation and
the Punétilios of Honour ; they are going towards the
World, and the World’s Opinion ; we are retiring from,,
it, © Sibi Arma, fibi Equos, fihi Haflas, fibi Clavam,
Jfibi Pilam, fibi Natationes, &5 Curfus babent; nobis feni=
bus, ex lufionibus multis, tabs relinguant &3 teffe-

* Sen, Ep. 99. t Ennjus,
X

b ras




i’ - e et = e gl l!,'
s s = ST T T

66 MonTa1GNE’s Lffays.

ras®. Let them r"ﬁ'? we to th Lr7 felves drams, flrwﬁf 3 Sflfar_;

Clubs, Tennis, Sawimming, and Racesy and, of their nu-
merous Sports and Exercifes, leave to us Old Men the
Diwerfisn of Cards and Dice. The Laws them{elves {end
us home to our Lodgings. I can do no lefs in Favour of
this wretched Condition, into which my Age has
tarown me, than furnith it with Toys to play withal, as
they do LHLhLI‘en, and we alfo become fuch. Both Wif-
dom and Folly will have enough to do to {upport and
relieve me by alternate Offices in this Calamity of Age.

Mifee flulritiam confiliis brevem +.
Short follies mix with Counfels wife.

I accordingly avoid the lighteft Punétures, and thofe
that formerly would not have rippled the Skin, do
now pierce me through and L]nouﬂi My habit of Body
is now {o natur 9.1 ly uu.llnmg to Evil : I Sfragili corpore
odiofa ommis offenfio ef. To a decrepid Body all Offence s
J'n.ff_;,a’,’r‘

Menfque pati durum [uftinet zgra nibil 1.
And a fick Mind nothing that’s hard endures.

I have ever been tender, ticklith and delicate in Mat-
ters of Offence, at prefent I am much more tender and
open throughout.

Et minime wires Jrangere quaffa walent. §
And little Force will break what's crack’d before.

My Judgment reftrains me from kicking againft, and
murmu 'rmg at the Inconveniencies, that Nature mders
me to endure, but it does not LII\E. away my Feelin

1

I who have 1‘10 other thing in my l’rofpcc’t but to ln’
and be merry, would run from one End of the World to

RS

* Cicero de Senedt. + Hor. [ 4. Ode 12,
T Owid. de Ponto, § Ouid. de Trifl.
I the
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Upon fome Verfes of Virgil. 6%

the other to feek out one good Year 6f pleafant and jo-

cund Tranquillity. A melancholick and dull Tranquil-

lity, is, I confefs, edough for me, but it benumbs, ftu-

pifies, and befots me, 1 am not contented with it: If
there be any Perfon, any Knot of good Company in

Country or City, in France or ellewhere, refident or

travelling, who can like my Humour, and whole Hu-

mours 1 can like, let them but whiftle, and I will run

to furnifh them with Effays of Fleth and Bone. Seeing

it is the Privilege of the Mind to refcue itfelf from old

Age, I advife mine to it with all the Power I have, let

it in the Interim continue green, and flourifh, if it can,

like Miffeltoe upon a dead Tree; But I fear ’tis a Trai-

tor3 it has contracted fo {iri& a Brotherfhip with the Bo-

dy, that it abandons me at every turn to follow that in

its need. I wheedle and deal with it apart in vain; I

try to no Purpofe to wean it from this Correfpondence,

quote in vain Senece and Catullus, and reprefent to it

beautiful Ladies, and Royal Dances; if it’s Companion
has the Colick it feems to have it too. Even the Fa-

culties that are moft peculiarly-and properly it’s own,

cannot then perform their Funttions, but manifeftly ap-

pear dozed and ftupified ; there is no Sprightlinefs in iU’s

Produtions, if there be not at the fame T'ime an equal
Proportion in the Body too. Our Mafters are to blame,
that fearching out the Caufes of the extraordinary Emo-

tions and Sallies of the Soul, befides attributing them to

a divine Extafy, Love, martial Fiercenefs, Poetry and

Wine, they have not alfo allowed Health her Share in

them. A boiling, vigorous, full and idle Health, fuch
as formerly the Verdure of Youth and Security by Fits
fupply’d me withal ; that Fire of Sprightlinefs and.
Gaiety darts into the Mind Flafhes that are lively and
bright beyond our natural Light, and with the moft-
working, if not the moft defperate Entbufiafins : It is
then no wonder if a contrary State ftupifies my Spirit,
nails it down, and produces a contrary Effect.

Ad nullum confurgit opus cum corpore languet *.

& * Corn. Gallus,
E 3 For
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68 MonTA1GNE’s Effays,

For when the Body languithing doth lie,
I to no Office can my felf apply :

And yet.would have me oblig'd to it, for giving much
lefs Confent to this Stupidity than other Men of my Age
ordinarily do. Let us, at lcaft ‘whiltt we have Truce,
drive away Incommodities and Difficulties from our
Commerce.

Dum lices obdulla folvatur fronte Seneffus *.

Whilft Strength is frefh, and us it well becomes,
Let’s old Age banifh which the Brow benumbs +.

Tetrica funt amaenanda jocularibust.  Sour things are
o be Jweetned awith thofe that are ‘?trff.a;ﬁzmz I loyve a gay
and civil Wifdom, and fly from all Aufterity and Sour-
nefs of Manners, all Grumnefs and Formality of Couns
tenance being fufpefted by me.

Triflemque vultus tetrici arrogantiam
Et haber trifiis quogue turba (ynadss.

I entirely believe Plato, who fays that eafy or diffi-
eult Humours are a great Prejudice to the good or bad
Difpofition of the Soul. Sserates had a conitant Coun-
tenance, but withal ferene and fmiling ; not fourly con-
ftant, like the elder Crqfus whom no' Man ever faw
laugh : Virtue is a pleafant and gay Quality. I know
very well that few will quarrel with the Liberty of my
Whritings, who have not more to quarrel with in the Lj-
cence of their own Thoughts : I conform my felf well
enough to their Inclinations, but I offend their Eyes.
“Tis ‘a pretty Humour to ftrain the Writings of Plato,
to wreft his pretended Negotiation with Pheds, Dion,
Stella, and Archeanafla.  Non pudeat dicere, quod non pu-
deat fentire. — Let us not 0¢ afbam’d to fpeak, wvhat we are
not afpam’d to think. 1 hate a froward and penfive Spi-

* Hor. ep. 13. + S8ir Thomas Hawkins.
1 Sid, Apollin, 1.
rit,
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Upon fome Verfes of Virgil. 69

rit, that flips over all the Pleafures of Life, and feizes
and feeds upon Misfortunes ; like Flies, that cannot ftick
to a fleek and polifh’d Body, but fix and repofe th{fm{cl\-'cs
upon craggy and rough Places; and like Cupping-
Glafles, that only fuck and attract the worft Blood. ~As
to the reft, I have enjoined my felf to dare to fay all
that I dare to do, and even Thoughts that are not to
be publifh’d difpleafe me ; theworit of my Actions and
ualities do not appear to me fo foul, as I find it foul
and bafe not to dare to own them. Every one 1s wary
and difcreet in Confeffion, but Men ought to be {o in
A&ion.: The Boldnefs of doing ill is in fome fort re-
compenfed and reftrain’d by the Boldnefs of confefling it.
Whoever will oblige him to tell all, fhould oblige him-
{elf to do nothing that he muft be forced to conceal. 1
wifh that this exceflive Licence of mine may draw Men
to Freedom, above thefe timorous and mincing pretend-
ed Virtaes {prung from our Imperfeétions ; and that,
at the Expence of my Immoderation, I may reduce
them to Reafon. A Man muift fee and ftudy his Vice
to correct it ; they who concezal it from others commen-
ly conceal it from themfelves; and do nat think it co-
ver'd enough, if they themfelves {ee it ; They hide and
difguife it from their own Confciences. Duare witia
Sfua nemo confitetur 2 Duia etiam nunc in illis ¢ff 5 fomnum
narrare wigilantis et * .  Why does no Man confefs his
Vices? Becaufe be is yet in. them ; “tis for a waking Man
to tell bis Dream. 'The Difeafes of the Body explain
themf{elves in increafing. = We find that to be the Gous,
which we call a Rbewm or a Strain. The Difeafes of
the Soul, the greater they are, keep themfelves the more
obfcure ; and the moft Sick are the leaft fenfible. For
thefe Reafons they muft often be dragg’d into Light by
an unrelenting and pitilefs Hand ; they muft be open’d
and torn from the Caverns and fecret Recefles of the
Heart. . As in doing well, fo in doing ill, the meer
Confeffion is fometimes Satisfaétion. Is there any De-
formity in doing amifs that can excufe usfrom confefiin
our felves? Itis fo great a Pain to me to diffemble, that
I evade the truft of another’s Secrets, wanting the Hearg

——

* Seneca; Epift. 53.
E 4 to




70 MonTarone’s EfJays.

to difavow my Knowledge. I can conceal it, but der,y
it I cannot, without the greateft Trouble and Violence
to my {elf imaginable. To be very fecret, 2 Man muft
be fo by Nature, not by Obligation.” *Tis little worth in
the Service of a Prince to be fecret, if a Man be nota
Liar to boot. If he who astk’d Thales the Milefian,
whether he ought folemnly to deny that he had com-
mitted Uncleannefs, had apply’d himfelf to me, I fhould
have told him, that he ought not to do it for I look
upon Lying to be a greater Crime than the other. Thalks
advis’d him  quite contrary, biddin
Lying aworfe than him {wear, to fecure him felf the
the Sin of Un- greater Fault by the lefs: Neverthelefy
cleannefs. this Counfel was not fo much an Elec-
tion asa Multiplication of Vice. Upon
which, let us fay this by the by, that we deal fincerely
and well with a Man of Confcience, when we propofe
to him fome Difficulty in Counterpoife of the Vice: but
when we fhut him up betwixt two Vices, he is put
to a hard Choice 5 as Origen was, either to idolatrize, or
to fuffer himfelf to be carnally abus'd by a great .-
pian Slave that was brought to him. He {ubmitted to
the firft Condition, and vicioufly, as it is fajd, And yet
thofe Women of our Times are not to be difliked, who,
according to- their Error, proteft, they had rather bur-
then their Confciences with ten Men than one Mafs. If
it be Indifcretion fo to- publifh their Errors, yet there
1s no great Danger of their pafling into Example and
Cuftom. For 4riffo faid, that the Winds which Men
fear'd moft, were thofe that laid them open ; we ‘muft
tack up this ridiculous Rag that hides our Manners ; they
fend their Confciences to the Stews, and keep a ftarch’d
Countenance :  Even Traifors and Affaffins efpoufe the
Laws of Ceremony, and there fix their Duty ; {fo that
neither can Juftice complain of Incivility, nor Malice of
Indifcretion. *Tis pity but an ill Man ‘fhould be -like-
wife a Fool, and that Decency thould pailiate his Vice.
"This rough-cafting is only for found and good Walls
that deferv'd to be preferv’d and whi-
Huriculay Con- ted. In favour of the Huguenots, who
Je/fon. condemn our auricular and -private
: Confeflion, I confefs my felf in pub-
lick,
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Upon fome Verfes of Virgil. 71

lick, religioufly and purely. St. Augaflin, Origen, and
Hitpacrates, have publithed the Errors of their Opi-
nions ; and I moreover of my Manners. I am greedy
of making my felf known, and I care not to how
many, provided it be truly ; or to fay better, I hunger
for nothing ; but I mortally hate to be miftaken by
thofe who happen to learn my Name. He that does
all Things for Honour and’ Glory, what can he think
to gain by fhewing himfelf to the World in a ‘Mafk ;
and by concealing his true Being from the People ?
Commend a crooked Fellow for his Stature, he has
Reafon to take it for an Affront: If you are a Coward,
and that Men commend you for your Valour, isit of
you that they fpeak ? They take you for another. I
fhould like him as well, who glorifies himfelf in the
Compliments and Congees are made him, as if he were
Malter of the Company, when he is one of the moft in-
ferior of the Train.  Archelaus King of Macedon, walk-
ing along the Street, fome Body threw Water on his
Head; which they who were with him, faid he ought
to punith : Ay, but faid he, whoever it was, he did not
throw the Water upon me, but upon him whom he
took me to be. Socrates being told that People fpoke
ill of him, Not a? all, {aid he, there is nothing in me of
awhat they fay. For my Part, if any one fhould com-
mend me for a good Pilbt, for being very modef, or
very csafle, 1 fhould owe him no Thanks. And, by
the fame Rule, whoever fhould call me Traitor, Robber,
or Drunkard, I fhould be as little concerned. They
who do not rightly know themfelves, may feed and
feaft upon falfe Approbations; not I, who fee my felf
and who examine my f{elf even to my very Bowels, and
who very well know what is my due. I am content'to
be lefs commended, provided I am better known. I
may be reputed a wife Man in {uch a fort of Wifdom
as I take to be Folly. I am vexed that my Effays only
{erve the Ladies for 2 common moveable, a Book to lie
in the Parlour Window ; this Chapter fhall prefer me to
the Clofet ; I'love to traffick with them a little in pri-
vate; publick Converfation is without Favour, and with-
out' Savour. In Farewels, we above ordinary heat our
AffgCtions towards the Things we take Leave of. I take

my
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my laft Leave of the Pleafures of this World, thefe ase
our laft Embraces. But to return to my Subje;
What has render’d the A& of Generation, an A&t fo
natural, fo neceffary, and fo fit for Men, a Thing nottg
be {poken of without bluthing ; and to be excluded from
all ferious and regular Difcourfes? We boldly pronounce
kill, rob, betray, but the other we dare only to mut
ter betwixt the Teeth. Is it to fay, that the lefs we fay
in Words, we may pay it fo much the more with
Thinking ? For it is certain, that the Words leaft in ufe
moft feldom writ, and beft kept' in, are the beft, and
moft generally known. No Age, no Manners are igno-
rant of them any more than of the Word Bread. They
imprint themfelves in every one without being exprefs'd,
without Voice, and without Figure. And the Sex that
moft praétifes it, 1s bound to fay leaft of it. *Tisan A&
that we have placed in the Free-franchife of Silence, from
whence to take it is a Crime. We are not to accufe and
judge it ; neither dare we reprehend it, butin Periphra
fis and Picture, A great Favour to a Criminal, to befo
execrable that Juftice it {elf thinks it unjult to touch and
fee him! free and fafe by the Benefit of the Severity of
his Condemnation. Is it not here as with Books, that fell
better, and become more publick by being fupprefs'd}
For my part, I will take Ariffatle at his Word, who fays,

that Bafhfulnefs 1s an Omament to
Bafbfulnefs an  Youth, but a Reproach to old Age
Ornament  in  Thefe Verfes are preached in the ancient
young People. School, a School that I much more ad-

here to than the modern ; the Virtue
of it appear to me to be greater, and the Vices lefs.

Ceux gui par trop fupant Venus effrivent,
Faillent autant que ceux qui trop la fuivent *,

They err as much Venus who much forbear,
As they who in her Rites too frequent are,

Tu Dea, tu rerum naturam fola cubernas
s £ 3

* Plutarch.

Nie
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Upon fome Verfes of Virgil, 73

Nec fine te quicquam dias. in luminis oras
Exoritur, neque [fit letum, nec amabile quicquam +.

Thou, Nature's powerful Raler, without whom
Nathing that’s lovely, nothing gay can come
From dark{om Chaos deep, and ugly Womb .

I know not who could fet Paf/as and the Mufes at Va-
riance with Penuse, and make them cold towards Love 3
but I {ee no Deities fo well met or that are more indebted
to one another. Whoever would deprive the Mufes of
amorous Imaginations, would rob them of the beft Enter-
tainment they have, and of the nobleft Matter of their
Work : and who would make Love lofe the Communica-
tion and Service of Poetry, would difarm him of his beft
Weapons. By this means they charge the God of Fami-
liarity and Good-will, and the protefting Goddefles of
Humanity and F#flice, with the Vice of Ingratitude and
Unthankfulnefs. I have not been fo long cathier’d from
the State and Service of this God, that my Memory i
not fill perfect in his Force and Power.

agnofco weteris vefliga famme *.
Of my ‘old Flame fome Foot-fteps yet remain.

There are yet fome Remains of Heat and Emotion
after the Fever.

Nec mibi deficiat calor hic, byemantibus annis,

Of Youth, though I am paft the burning Rage,
I have-fome Heat yet in my Winter Age.

Wither'd and drooping as T am, I feel yet fome Re-
mains of that paft Ardour, ;

Qual Patto Lgeo per che Aguilsne & Noto
Ceffs, cie tutto prima il voulfe & [eoffe,

+ Lucres. | Mr, Creech,
:neide 1, 4.

Noz
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Non Saccheta ci pero, ma'l fono €'l moto,

Ritien de [’onde anco agitate ¢ grojfé §.

As Zgean Seas, when Storms be calmed again,

That roll’d their tumbling Waves with troubloy
Blafts,

Do yet of Tempefls paft, fome Shews retain,

And here and there their fwelling Billows caft {,

But for what T underﬂ'md of it, the Porce and Powe
of this God are more live ely and animating in the Pifux
of Poetry than in their own Effence.

Et werfus digitos habet *

For there is charming Harmony in Verfe.

It has, I know not what kind of Air more amoron
than Love itfelf ; Fenusismot fo beautiful, naked, alivg
and panting, as fhe is here in Virgil.

Dixerat & niveis, binc atque bine Diva lacertis
Cunlantem amplexn molli fovet : Ille repente
Aecepit folitam flammam, notufgue mipdlis s
ﬁdm-"!;a‘ calor, & labefalia per offa cucurrit,
Non Jecus atque olim tonitru cum rupta corufeo
Ignea rima micans percurrit lativ mimbes +

& paulo poft
ea werba bguutus,
Optatos dedit amplexus, placidumgue petivit
Conjugis infufus gremio per membro faporem.

The Goddefs here round in her fnowy Arms

In {oft Embraces him confulting warms ; !
Straight he.takes Fire, and through his Marrow came
Accuftomed Heat, which did his Blood inflame :

So from a fiery Breach er uptcd flies,

Shining with Flame, bright Thunder frnm the Skies],

"§ Tajfo Cant. 12. T Mr. I*mrfax.
* Fuwven. Sat, 6. t Virgil, Zneid, I. 8.
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Upon fome Verfes of Virgil. ”5

and a little after,
This having faid,
After a {weet Embrace he takes his Reft;
Repofing on the beauteous Goddefs Brealt.

All that I find Fault with in confidering it, is, that he
has reprefented her a little too paflionate for a married
Fenus.  In this difcreet Kind of coupling, the Appetite
is not ufually {fo wanton, but more grave and dull. Love
hates that People fhould hold of any but herfelf, and goes
but faintly to work in Familiarities derived from any o-
ther Title, as Marriage is.  The Alliance and Dowry do
therein {way by Reafon as much or more than Grace and
Beauty. Men do not marry for themfelves, though they
deny it, they marry as much or more for their Pofterity
and Family. The Cuftom and Intereft of Marriage con-
cerns our Race. much more than us ; and therefore it is,
that I like to have a Match carried on by a third Hand,
rather than a Man’s own, and by another Man’s Likin
than that of the Party himfelf, and how much is all this
oppofite to Contracts of Love? And alfo it is a Kind of
Inceft to employ in this venerable and facred Alliance,
the Heat and Extravagance of amorous Licence, as I
think I have faid elfewhere, A Man, fays 4rigfle, muft
approach his Wife with Prudence and Modefty, left in
dealing too lafcivioufly with her, the extreme Pleafure
make her exceed the Bounds of Reafon. What he fays
upon the Account of Confcience, the Phyficians fay upon
the Account of Health : That a Pleafure exceflively la{-
civious, voluptuous, and frequent, makes. the Seed too
hot, and hinders Conception ; ’tis faid on the contrary,
that to 2 languifhing Congrefiion, as that naturally is to
{upply it with a due and fruitful Heat, a Man muft do
it but {feldom, and by notable Intermiffions ;

 Ruod yapiat fitiens Venerem interiufgue recondat *.

I fee no Marriages where the conjugal Underftanding
fooner fails, than thofe that we contrac upon the Account

* Virg. Gearg. 1 3.
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of Beauty and amorous Defires ; there fhould be mp
folid and conftant Foundation, and they fhould proceed
with greater Circumfpeétion; this furious Ardour j
worth nothing. They who think they henour Marriage
by joining Love to it, do, methinks, like thofe, who to
favour Virtue, hold, that Nobility is nothing elfe by
Virtue; they are indeed Things that have fome Relatiop
to one another, but there isa great deal of Difference ; ye
fhould not {fo mix their Names and T'itles; "tis 2 Wron
to them both, fo to confound them. Nobility is a brays
Quality, and with good Reafon introduced; but foraf
much as’tis 2 Quality, depending upon others, and may
happen in a vicious Perfon, ’tis-an Eftimate infinitely be.
low Virtue, *Tisa Virtue, if it be one, that is artif
cial and apparent, depending' upon Time and Fortune
variousin Form, according tothe Countries, Living, and
Mortal ; without Birth, as the River Nik, genealog-
cal and' common, drawn by Confequence, and z very
weak ome. - Knowledge, Strength, Bounty, Beauty,
Riches and all' other Qualities fall into Communication
and Commerce; bur this is confimmated in itfelf, and
of no Ufe to the Service of others. There was propos'd
to one of our Kings the Choice of two Concurrents, who
both- pretended to the fame Command, of which the
one was- a Gentleman, the other was not; he ordered,
that without Refpe&t to Quality, they fhould chufe him
who had the moft Merit; but where the Worth of the
Competitors fhould appear to be entirely equal, they
fhould have Refpect to Birth: This was juitly to give it
it's:due Rank. A young Man unknown, coming to An-
¢igonus to make Suit for his Father’s Command, a valiant
Man, but lately dead: Friend, faid he, iz fuch Prefer-
wmients as thefe, Ihave mot fo much Regard' to the Nobility
of my Soldiers, as their Strength and Courage : And ins
deed it ought not to go-as it'did ‘with the Officers of the
Kings of Sparta, Trumpeters, Fidlers, Cooks, the Chil:
dren of whom always fucceeded in' their Places; how 1g-
norant foever, and were prefer’d before the moft experi-
enced in thefe Profeflions. They of Calicut make a Sortof
Nobles above human ; they are interdicted Marriage,
and all but warlike Employments. They may have
Cioncubines their fill, and the Women as many Ruffians
without
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Upon [ome Verfes of Virgil. o

without being jealous of one another; but ’tis a capital
and irremiflible Crime to couple with a Perfon of meaner
Condition than themfelves, and they think themfelves.
polluted, if they have but touched one in walking along ;.
and fuppofing their Nobility to be marveloufly injur'd
and interefs’d in it, kill fuch asonly approach a little too
near them; infomuch that the ignoble are oblig’d to cry.
as they go, like the Gondeleers of Fenice, at the Turn-
ings of Streets, for fear of jultling ; and the Nobles com-
mand. them to ftep afide to what Part they pleafe; by
which means the laft avoid what they repute a perpetual
Ignominy, and the other a certain Death. No Time,
no Favour of the Prince, no Office, or Virtue, or Riches,
can ever prevail to make a Plebeian become noble. To
which this Cuftom is aflifting, that Marriages are inter-
dicted, betwixt feveral T'rades; neither is the Daughter
of. a Shoemaker permitted to marry with a Carpenter ;
and the Parents are obliged to train up their Children
precifely in their own Callings, and not put them to any
other Trade; by which means the Diftinétion and Con-
tinuation of their Fortune is maintained. A good Mar-
riage, if it be really fo, rejects the Company and Con-
ditions of Love, and tries to reprefent thofe of Friendfhip.
"Tis a {weet Society of Life, full of Conftancy, Truft,
and an infinite Number of ufeful and folid Offices and
mutual Obligations ; of which any Woman that has a
right Tafte,

Optato quam junxit lumine izde,

Whofe Hymeneal Torch fhines bright,
Kindled by a wifhed Light.

would be loth to ferve her Hufband in Quality of a Mif-
trefs. If they be lodg’d in his Affetion as a Wife, fhe
is more honourably and fecurely placed. When he pre-
tends to be in Love with another, and works all he can
to attain his Defire, let any one but then afk him, on
which he had rather a Difgrace fhould fall, his Wife or
his Miftrefs, which of their Misfortunes would moft af-
flik him, and to which of them he wifhes the moft Gran- -
deur; thefe Queftions are 6ut of Difpute in a found Mar-

riage :
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riage : And that fo few are oblerv ed to be happv- 2
token of it’s Price and Value. If well form’d, and
rightly taken, ’tis the beft of ?11 human Societies. Wea
cannot live without it, and }Lt we do nothing but de
cry it. It happens, as with Cages, the Birds withont
Defpair to get in, and thofew ernDefpair of getting out,
Sacrates being nﬂlcci whether i1t was more commodlous to
take a Wife or not? Let @ Man take which Courfe ke
aill, faid he, heawill be fure to repent. ’Tisa Lontrﬂ_{t
to which the common Saying, Homo Homini, aut Dew,
aut Lupus * : Man to Man is either a God or a Wil
may very fitly be applied. There muft be a Concurrence
of many Qualities to the erefting it. It is found now s-
days more convenient for innocent and plebeian Souls,
where Dchghta Curiofity, and Idlenels do not fo much
difturb it; but extra wagant Humours, fuch as mine, that
hate all Sorts of Obligation and Reftraint, are not pro-

per for it.
~ Et mibi dulce magis refolato vivere collo +.

For Liberty to me is far more fweet,
“T'han all the Pleafures of the Nuptial Sheet.

Might I have had my own Will, T would not have
married Wifdom herfelf, if fhe would have had me.
But ’tis to much Purpofe to evade it, the common Cuf-
tom and Ufance of Life will have it fo. The meft of
my Adtions are guided by Example, not Choice. And
yet I did not go to it of my own voluntary Motion, I
was led and drawn to it by ftrange and accidental Oc-
cafions. For not only I hmgr that are incommodious in
themfelves, butalfo nothing fo ugly, vicious, and to be
avoided, that may not be rendred acceptable by {ome
Condition or Accident ; {o unfteady and vain is all hu-
man Refolution. And I was perfuaded to it, when worfe
prepar’d, and more backward than I am at prefent, that
[ have tried what it 1s. And as great a Libertine as 1
am taken to be, I have in Truth more ftri¢tly obferv'd
the Laws of M:‘.rriage, than I either promis’d, or ex-

e S——

* .E: ajm. Adag. .. + Gallins, Ele. 1
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Upsn fome Verfes of Vitgil, 29
pefted.  *Tis in vain to kick when a Man has once put
on his Fetters. A Man muft prudently manage his Li-
berty ; but having once fubmitted to Obligation, he muft
confine himfelf within the Laws of common Duty; at
leaft, do what he can towards it. They who engage in
this Contraé, with a Defign to carry themiclves i it
with Hatred and Contempt, do an unjuft and inconveni-
ent Thing ; and the fine Rule that I hear pafs from hand
to hand amongft the Women, asa facred Oracle,

Sers ton mary comine ton maifire,
Et fen garde comme d’un traitre.

Serve thy Hufband like a Waiter,
But guard thyfelf as from a T'raitor.

Which is to fay, comport thyfelf towards him with a dif-
fembled, inimical, and diftruftful Reverence and Refpect
(a Stile of War and Defiance) is equally injurious and
hard. I am toomild for fuch rugged Defigns. To fay
the T'ruth, I am not arrived to that Perfection of Cun-
ning, and Gallantry of Wit, to confound Reafon with
Juftice, and to laugh at all Rule and Order that does not
pleafe my Palate ; becaufe I hate Superftition, I do not
prefently run into the contrary Extreme of Irreligion. If
a Man does not always perform his Duty, he ought at
leaft to love and acknowledge 1t ; ‘tis T'reachery to marry
without efpenfing. Let us proceed further. Our Poet re<
prefentsa Marriage happy in good Underftanding, where-
in neverthele(s there is not much Loyalty. Does he
mean, that it is not impoffible but a Woman may give
the Reins to her own Paffion, and yield to the Impor-
tunities of Love, and yet referve {fome Duty towards
Marriage, and that it may be hurt without being totally
broken? Such a Sefving-Man there may be, as may ride
in his Mafter’s Saddle, whom neverthelefs he does not
hate. Beauty, Opportunity, and Deftiny, (for Deftiny
has alfo 2 Hand in it}

fatum eft in partibus illis

Quas finus abjcondit 5 nam fi tibi Sidera ceffent,
Nil faciet longi menfura incognita Nerwi®,

* Fuuven. Sat. Q.
F have
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have debanch’d her to a Stranger ; though not fo whelly
pera ;{'-.'em'l.u, but that fhe may have fome Remains of
Kindnefs for her Hufband. They are two Defigns, that
have feveral Paths leading to them, without '.,Lmrr mn.
founded with one another ; -and 2 Woman m eld fo
fuch a Man as the would by no means have married, not
only for the Condition of his Fortune, but the D
of his Perfon. Few Men have made a Wife of a ] ilm‘r,.
that have not repented it. And even in l:hc- other Weorld,
what an unhappy Life dees ‘/'rr,e*s: lead with his, whom
he had firit enjoyed as a Miftrefs! *T'is, as the Proverb is,
to fEite in the Bajket, and then to put it upon bis Head. 1
have in my Time feen Lov ‘1'"'111-%':11}: and dif
cur’d in a good Family by Marria ige; the Co ratio
are too much different. We love at once two 1 hings con-
trary 1n themfelves without any Di '=.J1b1|- e, djocrates
vas wont to fay, that the City of Athens pleafed, as
dies cdo, that Men court for Love ; r,\ ane I.'.J"-'if\
come thither to take a
one lik’d it {fo well as to ci;':(}u‘.é it
there, and to make it his conitant Ref
been vex’d to fee Huibands hate their Wives
bec.amy they do them W rong. We fhould not l'm.'-.'u*.'r_--:‘
methinks, love them the lefs for our Faults ; they fh ;;-L"ﬁ,
at leaft upon the Account of Repentance and Com pal
10n, be dearer to us. They are different Knds, and ye
in fome Sort compatible. I\.*L]-J]"sr(. has Utility, Ju
HO- nour, and Conftancy for ut more
univer{al Pleafure: Love four holly upon Ple
fure, and indeed, has i ely and ml,a,z.'v_;
a Pleafure i'-f-.;J;;"d by Difliculty ; muft be in it
.‘_--1. g an d »'—i Hch.. = r‘o more v -"'uuL :) rts
s too profufe 1

S B

['urn, and pafs away his Time;
I ‘ L i

e, a 1d 'u:.J the Pomu of Af" -.l.c:: ?'-::-
hich Inconvenience, do but chferve what Pains
and Plato take in their Lews. Women are
At ;1]1, when they refule the Rules ,.".'" Life
introduced into the World ; forafmuch as the
them without their C :n:r_'-:. "Fhere'1s'na

v Contention-and Lmv' ling hetvm:r them and us
{triéteit Friendfh 1p we have -.»1[11 them 15 yetn

11
T Tty - il e £ T
T'omule and Tempelt. In the O pinion- of our
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Author, we deal inconfiderately with them in this. Af-
er we have difcover'd, that they are without Compari-
{on more able and ardent in the Effels of Love than we,
and that the old Prieft has teftified fo much, who had
been one while a Man, and then a Woman

Venus Juic erat utrague nota™

Tirefias muft decide
The Difference, who both Delights had try’d 4.

And morcover that we have learnt from their own
Mouths the Proof that in feveral Ages was made by an
Emperor and Emprefs of Rome, both famous for Ani_lLy
in that Affair: for he in one Night defloured ten Sar-
matian Virgins that were his (.ﬂ.pr ves: but {he Bad five
and twenty Bouts in one Night, changing her Man ac-
cording to her Need and Liking :

adbuc ardens ripider tentipine il ;
Et laffata Viris, nondum faﬂam receffit |-

And that upon the Difference which happen'd in Cara=
lnia, wherein, a Wife complaining of her Hufband’s teo
frenucni Addrefles to her (not fo much as I con (‘n,m, that
fhe was incommoded by it (for I believe no Miracles cut
of Religion) as under this Pretence to curtail and curb in
this, which is the fundamental A& of Marriage, the
Authority of Hufbands over their Wives, and to fhew
that their Frowardnefs and Malignity go beyond the nup-
tial Bed, and fpurn under Foot even the Graces and Sweets
of Penus ;) the Hufband, a Man really broufh and un-

atural, reply’d, that on Fafting Days he conld not {fub-
fift with lefs than ten Courfes. ‘-'»"h\,;'f“t"rcn cnzmﬁ out
rhat nut ble C,e-*t nee of the Q"‘L of

Jueer,
to ;Ju'e a Ruu.' :'.'.EC: fr-.,i,._am}‘:}r to :-:‘.l {'—:-"':T eding ""“"r. of the
Moderation required in a juft Marria down fix
times 2 Day as a legitimate and ne ry Stint; fur-
rendring and quittmsﬂ a great deal of ceds and De-

—

* Quid. Met. lib. 3. t zur Sandys. || Fuw. Sat. 6.
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fires of her Sex, that fhe might, fhe hi{,-, eltablifh an
eafy, and t;r_mf':-_-q:wnfiy a per manent and immutable Me-
thaod. Hn.'.uunml Dottors cry out, V»’r};:;t the Devil muit
the female Appetite and Con cupifcence be, when their
Reafon, their Reformation and Virtue, istax'd at f'-.lcha
Rate ? cqnﬁt ering the divers Judgmien ts. of our Ap pe tites ;
tor Sofon, I‘er{m of the Laav-Scho weds, taxes us but at
three a Month, that Men may not fail in Point of con-
jugal F*mqm,nut.ux. After ha'. ng, lfay, believed and
pJ eached all this, we go and enjoin them Lm' tinency for
their particular Share, and upon the extremeft Penalties,
‘There is no Paflion fo nmi to contend with as this,
which we mll have them only to refift ; not fimply as
a Vice only, but as an execrable Abomination, worfe
than Ir religion, or a Parricide ; whilit we, at the fame
time, go to’t without Offence or R eprmch : Even thofe
Women dmongn us who have tried to do it, have {uffi-
ciently confefled what Difliculty, or rather Ion; poflibility,
they h'we found by material Rtn‘mns to {fubdue, weak-
en and oppofe the Body. We, on the contrary, would
have them found, vigorous, in good liking, high-fed
and chafte m"cthrr ; that is to fay, both hot and cold ;
for the "‘I,’I'.r'rl age w h. ch we {ay is to ]\wp them from
burning, is hut a {mall nem,humnt to them, as we or-
der the Matter : For if ]rw take one whofe wi_oiouaf'k;j,
is hot and boiling, he will be proud that his s Neighbours
know it.

Sit tandem pudor, ant camus in ius
jl J“‘:"!‘{'{‘J " ‘ l‘ .I fI;f z l?f -Jr lr FI_.- .' ;-J.r.;rJ‘...,l‘lf.'lfl.-{ -

§

T P . e 3
Non p:,-f b tita, Ll wendidiffi *,

Polemon the Philofopher was juilly, by his Wife, brought

in Queltion for fowing in a barren Field the Seed that was
due to one that was huhm! If on the other Side, they
take a r’ccay d Fe Ir-rw EJJ{;‘} are in a worfe Condition in
Marriage than eithe er \; tids or Widows. . We think
them '.\.L‘.l provided for, becaufe they have a Man to lie
withal, as the Romans concluded o Leta, a Veltal
Nun, viclated, becaufe Calisula had appi 0..chcd her,
tho' it was afirmed he did no more than a ipproach her:

= f‘-i'r-.??ﬂ L 12, x’%’h:?r. 09,
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but on the contrary, we by that increafe their Necefiity,
for as much as the Touching and Company of any Man
whatever roufes their Defires, that in Solitude would be
more quiet. And to the End, it is likely, that they
might render their Chaftity more meritorious by this Cir-
cumftance and Confideration. Bolgflaus and Kinge his
Wife, King and Queen of Poland, vowed it by mutual
Cont’ex}t,bfaing in Bed togﬁthcl‘ on El}til‘ Gl Sl
veryWedding-day, and kept their Vow mr; eI
in Spite of all matrimonial Convenien- H;"dzlz"'Pr e

. - - . eqaamngr :.{{J.
cies and Delights.  We train them up 5

from their Infancy to the Traflick of Love; their Grace,
Drefling, Knowledge, Language, and whole Inftruction
tend that Way : Their Governefles imprint nothing in
them but the Z#ea of Love, if for nothing elfe but by
continually reprefenting it to them, to make them dif-
guft it. My Daughter, the only Child 1 have, is now
of an Age that forward young Women are allowed to be
married at; fhe is of a flow, thin, and tender Complexi-
on, and has accordingly been brought up by her Mo-
ther after a private and particular manner, {o that fhe but
now begins to be weaned from her childifh Simplicity.
She was one Day reading before me in a French Book,
where fhe happen’d to meet the Word*fsutean, the Name
of a T'ree, very well known ; the Woman to whofe Con-
du@ fhe is committed, ftopt her fhort a little rudely, and
made her fkip over that dangerous Step; I let her alone,
not to trouble their Rules, for I never concern myfelf in
that Sort of Government. 'The feminine Polity has a
myfterious Proceeding, we muit leave it to them, but if
I am not miftaken, the Commerce of twenty Lacguies
could not in fix Months Time have fo imprinted in her
Fancy the Meaning, Ufage, and all the Confequence
of the Sound of thefe fmurty Syllables, as this good old
Woman did by Reprimand and Interdition.

Motus doceri gaudet Iomicos

Matura virgo, & fransitur artibus
Fam nunc, 3 inceflos amores
De tenero meditatur ungui .

* Beech-tree. + Horace, 1. 3. Ode 6.
F3 The




N S G N

B4 MoxTatene’s Effays.

The Maid, for Marriage ri !["i:”, much joys to learn
lowick Dances, and can m 11 difcern,
With Art to feign, and quickly prove

The Pleafures of unlawful Love

Let them but give them{elves the Rein a little, let them
but enter into Liberty of Difcourle , We are }.u[ Chi ] J:.*_n
to them in thi 1 Jear t.‘;em b'lt rep refent our
Purfuits and h", will perfetly make __'L‘;u
underftand well, that we bring them nmlmm they have
not known ‘fc:i'_;'-.-, and digelted without our Help. It
15 perhaps, as Plato {ays, that they have formerly been
debuudhj by young Fellows. I h: ippened one Day to
be in a Place, where I could learn fome of their Talk
without Sufpicion : 1 am forry fh.it I cannot re epeat it,

By our I_a.h’ faid I, 1t is T to go it 1u} the
Phrafes of Awed: to be able to

difcourfe with them Time to much
Purpofe ],'.i'.:."."..!, tia{-:’:‘, 15 d, Example, nor
not mo: } ,..-.‘1— 1n than our Books : ’tis

Et mentem ipfa Venus dedit +.
Venus herf{elf has made "em what they are,

With thefe good Inftru@ o..~, Nature, foutl., and Health,
are un[*i]U.‘“‘. infpiring them with ; tl hey need not learn

they breed i

2

J;u T ;l'-u]; r.q Ff?‘ ulla ,_-;J[';"F.‘.”‘—"?i
: ; 55
Ry I "J‘;:'Q.'H:r:l

Nec tantum i
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Not more delighted is the milk-white I“'r*“e,
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Upon fome Verfes of Virgil.
siill to be billing with her Mate, than is
Woman, with every Man fhe meets to kifs.

8o that if the natuaral Violence of their Defire were not
2 little reftrain’d by Fear and Honour, which have been
wifely contriv'd for them, we fhould be all fham’d. All
the Motions in the World tend to this Conjunction ; ’tis
a4 Matter infus'd throughout; ’tis 3 Center to which all
Things tend. We yet fee the Ediéts of old and wife
Rome, made for the Service of Love, and the Precepts of
Socrates for the Inftruétion of Courtexans.

- Nec non libelli Stoici, inter fericos
Facere pulvilios amant il

And Stoical Books, for all their Gravity,
Amongft Silk Cufhions love to lie.

Zeno, amongft his Laws, did alfo regulate the Diva-
rications and Motions in getting a Maidenhead. Of
what Senfe was the Philofopher Straro’s Bock of Carnal
Conjunétion? And what did Theaphraftus treat of in thofe
he entitled the oné the Lower, and the other of Love 2
Of what Ariflippus in his of ancient Delights? What do
the {o long and lively Defcriptions in Plats of the Loves
in his time prctend to? Andthe Book call’d the Lover; of
Desietrius Phalerens 2 And CJinias, that of g:‘ti[‘ng Chil-
dren, or of Weddings: and the other of the Mafter, or
the Lover? And that of 4rifle of amorous exercifes ?
What thofe of Cleanthe:, one of Love, the other of the
Art of Loving ? The amorous Dialegues of Spherus ? -and
the Fable of fupiter and Funo, of Chryfippus, impuodent
beyond all Toleration ¢ And his fifty fo Lalcivious Epif-
tles? T will let alone the Writings of the Philofophers of
the Epicurean Selt ; Proteétrefs of Voluptuouinefs and
Pleafure. FiftyDeitiés were in time paft aflign’d to this Of-
Gee: And there has been a Nation found ;- :

: oo Whores kept in

out where to aflwage the Luft of thole :

<5 ; ; T.empﬂvs for tie

that came to their Devotion, they had z..% ./~ 5

g it - Ufeof thafe avio
purpofely Strumpets in their I'emples

for them to lie with ; and it was an Aét

of Ceremony to do fo before they went

* Hor. Ep. 8.
| to

|

came ta their
Dewotion,
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to Pr.':}-'c t5.  Nimirym propter continentiam iHCONt Iy
tin neceflaria eff, incendium ignibus extinguitur. Dby
Jefs i';g'w.w'?r.ff.f{;-' is neeeffary for Continency’s Jake : a Con

Hagration is extinguifl'd by Fire. In the greateft Part of

the World that Member of our Body was deify’d in one
and the fame Province, fome flay’d off the Skin to offer
and confecrate a Piece, others offer’d and confecrated thej
Seed. In another, the young Men publickly cut through be
twixt the Skin and the Flefh of thatPart in feveral Flages,
and thruft Pieces of Wood into the Overtures as Jong ang
thick as they would receive, and of thofe Pieces of W aod
afterwards made a Fire for an Oftering to their Gods, and
were neither vigorous nor chafte, if by the Force of that
in rf.lr:rab]cI‘aix{t};t:}' feem’d to be any thing difmayed. In
other Countries the moft facred Magiftrate was reverenc'd
and acknowled g'd by that Member : and in feveral Cere-
monies the Pifture of it was carried in Pomp to the Ho-
nour of feveral Divinities. The Egyptian Ladies in thei
Bacchanals carried every oneone carv'd ot Wood about thejy
Necks, exactly made, great and heavy as every one was
able to bear, befides one which the Stature of thejr God
reprefented, which in Greatne(s furpafs'd all the reft of his
Body. The married Women near to the Place where
live, make of their Kerchiefs the Figure of one upon their
Foreheads, to glorify themfelves in the Enjoyment they
have of it; and coming to be Widaws, they throw it be-
hind and cover it with thejr Head-cloths. The moft mo.
deft Matrons of Rome thought it an Honour to offer
Flowers and Garlands to the God Priapus, And they
made the Virgins, at the Time oftheir Efpoufals, fit upon
his fhameful Parts. I know not whether I have not jn
my time feen fome Air of like Deyotion. What was the
ineaning of that ridiculous thing our Forefathers wore be-
fore on their Breeches, and that is #i]]
worn by the Sawifs ? To what end do
we make a fhew of our I'm plements in Figure under our
Gafkins, and often, which is worfe, above their natural
Size, by a kind of Impofture ? I have half a mind to be-
lieve that this Sort of Veftment was invented in the better
and more con{cientious Ages, that the World might not
be-deceiv’d; and that every one fhould give publick Ae-
¢ount of his Dimenfions: The fimple Nations wear them

yet,

Carz’p;'rc.—‘; wors,
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yet, and near about the real Size, In thofe Days the
"Taonr took Meafure, as the Shoemaker does now, of a
Leg or a Foot. That good Man, who,"when I was young,
gelt fo many noble and antique Sm_tuc:s in his great City,
that they might not corrupt the Sight, according to the
Advice of this other good old Man: Flagitii principium
¢ff nudare inter cives corpora; ’tis the Beginning of Wicked-
nefs to foeww their Nudities in Publick 3 fhould have call’d
to mind that as in the Myfteries of the Goddeffes, al}
Mafcaline Appearance was excluded, that he did nothing,
if he did not geld Horfes and Affes, and finally all Na-
fure too.

Omne ades genus in terris, hominumque ferarumque
Et genus wquoreum, pecudes, pifieque volucres,
In furius ignemque ruunt s

All Men on Earth, and Beafts, both mild and tame,
Sea-Monfters, gaudy Fowl, rufh to this Flame,
The fame Love works in all +.

The Gods, {ays Plato, have given us one difobedient
and unruly Member, that like a furious Animal, at-
tempts by the Violence of it’s Appetite, to fubje& all
Things to it. And they have given Women one that has
the fame Qualities, like a greedy and ravenous Animal,
which if one refufe to give himFood in feafon, growswild,
impatient of Delay, and infufing the Rage into their Bo-
dies, ftops the Paflages, and hinders Refpiration, caufing
a thoufand Inconveniencies ; till having imbib’d the Fruit
of the common Thirft, he has plentifully befprinkled
and bedewed the Bottom of their Womb. Now my Le-
giflator fhould alfo have confider'd, that perhaps it would
have been a chafter and more ufeful Cuftom to let them
know the Quick betimes, than permit them to guefs ac-
cording to the Liberty and Heat of their own Fancy ; in-
ftead of real Parts, they fubltitute thro’ Hope and Defire
others that are three times more extravagant, And a cer-
tain Friend of mine loft himfelf by producing his inaPlace
Bot yet fit to admit them to their more ferious Ufe. What

® Virgil. Georg. 1. 3. 1t #r. Ogilby. i
Mifchief
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Mifchief do not thofe Piétures of pr rodigious Dit m..irrm,
do, that the Boys make upon the Stair-cafes and Galle-
ries of the Royal Houfes! which give them a. flrange
Contempt of our natural Furniture. And what do we
know but that Plats, after other well inftituted Repub-
licks, order’d, that the Men and Women, old and
voung, f{hould expefe :H--:;.n:r_!z'ca naked to Li'c View of
one another, in his Gy t very Account?
The [."u,r:'{" who fee ar h ave at leaft
cool’d the Senfe of Se _i=--; _»_!_':fi ]’:i {i'-.t: Nomen of the

Kingdom of Pegx {ay what they will, (who below the
f & | Pl 1 e L
Waiit have ncthing to cover them but a Cloth {lit before,

and fo ftrait, that what Decency and Modefty {oever th ey

pretend by it, at every Step al] is to be feen) that it is
an Invention found out to allure the Men to them, and
to '1:'“'"' then Ft ! -](h that Nation is
ge nerally -n{l‘:." - y lofe more by it than
they get; and : n«l_,: 11‘:;1,! venture to {ay, that an entire
A “"‘(‘L,... 15 much er than one already glutted by the
{ay, that to a virtuous
as but a Statue. The Leaced:-
ns when Wives, than our

he you .g I"]L of the Ci-
d b ul.{.lﬂ
hs in w 11..1121‘ beli t"'“q them-

ficiently cover'd with thejr Virtue,
i FJ.* 'Jar It’ uf whom bt Auftin

5. ‘O RaK

i‘}}' 1[

Is ]1;-;”-\ 0 cover

D'y udgment {hall rife ;\g;ai: in their own Sex, a ..T:d
not r'*hfl in ours, for fear of tempting us :'_gja'irl in that
holy Eftate, 1In brief, we allure and flefh them by all
Sorts of Ways ; we inceflantly heat and flir up their Ima-
gination, and yet we find Fault. Let us confefs the Truth
there is {carce one of us that does :'nn 1 11}‘| rehend

L

the Shame that accrues to him by the Vices of his Wife

lci::r:: (a2 wonder-

: :
than of

an by his own ,Lmd that is not more fo
: the Confcience of h;; \.-1 tuous :.r";
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Upon fome Verfes of Virgil, 89

ble of a thoufand Corruptions more prejudicial and un-
natural than Luft : But we weigh Vices pot according to
Nature but according to our Intereft, by which Means
they take fo many uneqaal Forms. The Aufterity of
our Decrees renders the I’lopennt\r’ of Women to this
Vice, more violent and vicious than it’s Condition will
hear, and engages it in Confequeénces worle than the Caufe.
They will voluntarily offer to go to the Exchange to feek
for Gain, and to the War to oet Reputation, rather than
in the midlt of Eafe and De nghtu to have to do with fo
dificult a Guard. Do not they very well {ee, that
there is 11“'=’r1er Merchant nor Scldier, who will notleave
his Bufinefs to run after this other, and {0 much as the
Porter and Cobler, toil’'d and tir’d out as Ihe;.’ are with

Labour and Hunger ?

Num tu ¢ quer temuit diwes Ach®menes,
Aat pinguis Phr wgm. ﬂ’_c jgdanias opes,
Permutare welis crine Rk i

Plenas aut Avabum domos,
Dum f}‘agraﬂ:z'a rf.‘.’!arguet ad cﬂ‘ufﬂ
Cervicem, aut facili jevitia negat,
Rue pofeente magis paudeat eripi,

Interdum rapere occupet 2 *

Wouldft thou for all that Aebemenes had,
Or all the Phrygian Wealth before thee laid,
Or Riches that in Arabs Bou {'cc are,

Change thy Licinnia’s golden Hair,
When fhe her Neck to fra gnu t Kiffes wiies,
Or with a pretty Anger them denies,

What fhe would rather give than take by far,

And fnatches them ¢'ex fhe’s aware ?

I cannot tell whether the Exploits of dlexander and Ce-
Jer do really f{urpafs the Refolution of a beautiful young
Woman, bred up after our Fafhicn, in the Light and
Commerce of the World, batter’d by fo many contrary
Ex ETT}PIE'u, and yet keeping her felf entire in the midf
of a theufand continual and powerful Solicitatiens and

* Horace, I 2. Ode 12,
e Puarfuits
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Parfuits. There is no Doing more a&ive ot more thorny
than that not-doing. I find it more eafy to carry a Sujt
of Arms all the Days of a Man’s Life, than a Maidep.
head ; ‘and the Vow of Virginity, of all others is the
moft noble, as being the hardeft to keep.  Diabdali Vi
in Lumbis efi *, {ays Saint Hierom. We have doubtlefs re.
fign’d to the Ladies the moft difficult and moft vigoroys
of all human Endeavours, and let us refign to them the
slory teo. This ought to encourage them to be obfli.
nate in it ; "tis a brave thing for them to defy us, and t
fpurn under-foot that vain Preheminence of Valour and
Virtue that we pretend to have over them. They will find,
1f they dobut obferve it, that they will not only be muck
more efteem’d for it, but alfo much more belov’d, A
gallant Man does not give over his Parfuit for being re-
fus'd ; provided it be a Refufal of Chaftity and not of
Choice. 'We may f{wear, threaten and complain to
much purpofe ; we lie, we love them the better : There
1s no Allurement like Modefty, if it be not rude and unei-
vil. 'Tis Stupidity and Meannefs to be obftinate againi}
Hatred and Di{dain ; but againft a virtuous and conftant
Refolution, mixt with an Acknowledgment, *tis the Ex-
excife of a noble and generous Soul. They may acknow
ledge our Services to a certain Degree, and give us ci-
villy to underftand, that they difdain usnot. For that
Law that enjoins them to abominate us becaufe we
adore them, and to hate us becaufe we love them, is
certainly very fevere, were it but for the Difficulty of it,
Why fhould they not give ear to our Offers and De-
mands, fo long as they are contain’d within the Bounds
of Modefty ? Wherefore thould we fancy them to have
other Thoughts within, and to be worfe than they feem !
A Queen of our Time ingenuvoufly faid, That to refufe
thefe Courtfhips, is a Teftimony of Weaknefs in Women,
and a Self-accafation of Facility ; and thata Lady could
not boaft of her Chaftity, who was never tem pted. The
Limits of Honour are not cut {o fhort ; they may give
themf{elves a little rein, and difpenie a little without for-
feiting themfelves; there lies before the Fromtier fome
Space free, indifferent'and neuter : He that has beaten
and purfu’d her into her Fort, is a ftrange Fellow if he

¥ D. Hicron, in Epifi. be
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Upon fome Verfes of Nirgil. g1

be not fatisfied with his Fortune. The Price of the Con-
queft is confider’d by the Difficulty. . Would you know
what Impreflion your Service and Merit have made in her
Heart ¢ Judge of it by her Behaviour. Some may
grant more, who do not fo much. ~The Obligation of a
Benefit wholly relates to the Good-will of thofe whe con-
fer it, the other co-incident Circumftances are dumb,
dead, and cafual. It cofts her dearer to grant you that
little, than it would do her Companion to grantall. If
any thing, Rarity gives the Value, it ought efpecially in
this. Do not confider how little it is that is given, but
how few have it to give. The Value of Money alters
according to the Coin, and Stamp of the Place. - What-
ever the Spite and Indifcretion of fome may make them
fay upon the Excefs of their Difcontentment ; yet Virtue
and T'ruth will in time recover all.- I have known fome,
whofe Reputation has for a great while {uffer'd under
Slander, who have after been reftored to the World's uni-
verfal Opinion, merely by their Conftancy without Care
or Artifice ; every one repents, and gives himf{elf the Lie
for what he has believ’d and faid ; and from Maids, a
little fufpected, they have been afterwards advanced to
the firft Rank amongft the Ladies of Honour. Some
Body told Plato, that all the World {poke ill of him. Ler
them talk, {aid he, I awill live fo as to make them change
their Note. Befides the Fear of God, and the Price of {o
tate a Renown, which ought to make them look te
themfelves, the Corruption of the Age we live in, com-
pels them toit; and if I were as they, there is nothing I
would not rather do, than intruft my Reputation in fo
dangerous Hands. In my Time, the Pleafure of Telling,
(2 Pleafure little inferior to that of Doing) was not per-
mitted, but to thofe who had fome faithful and only
Friend ; but now the ordinary Difcourfe and common
Table-talk, is nothing but Boafls of Favours receiv'd,
and the fecret Liberality of Ladies. - In earneft, ’tis too
abje®t, and too much Meannefs of Spirit, to fuffer fuch
ingrateful, indifcreet and giddy-headed People, {oto per-
fecute, teaze and rifle thofe tender and obliging Favours.
This our immoderate and illegitimate Exafperation a-
gainft this Vice, fprings from the moft vain and turbu-
lent Difeafe that afflilts human Minds, which is Jea-
loufy : Duis
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Dais vetat appo ofite bumen de lumine fumi 2
| wDrst licet affidud, nil tamen inds perit ®,

311 r

That Light from Light be taken, who’ll deny

Tho’ they do Nought but give, Noaaght’; loft th L,ir-:b_'.
She and Envy her Sifter feem to meto

Fealoufy and be the moft idle and foolifh of the whole
Envy. 'J'rr"op Asto the laft, T can fay little
to't, a J.Jinm , that thous gh faid to befy

mighty and pnw\.zrul, had never to do with me. Ast
the other, I know it by Sifjhr, and that'sall. Beafts feelit,

The Shepherd Cratis beme fall'n in Love with a §ke
F &
i3 :
Goat, the He out of [;.alou{) came to butt him as he w
laid afleep, and beat out his- Brains. Wi have raig’d tia-
{c

Fever to a greater Excefs; by the Examplés of
barbarous Na t10“'= ; the beft :ili{:m in'd have been toue ;
with it, and ’tis Reafon; but not u'.':mpf:.wc-.l :

7 il S o
Enfe marital nevo CORfOfUS Qanilter,

P - =i - . 5 ' P

f.'é."‘:-‘.’f.-"r{, Stygias fanpuine tinxit aguasy’ T,

Ne'er did ;’«1(!'11&:“::1, hv the Hufband {lain,
With purple Blood the Styzian Waters fain.

Lacullus, Ceofar, Pompey, Antonins, Cato, and other brave

Men were Cuckolds. 2 nd knew it, without maki Ing any
ni 1 3 .

Buftle about it. There was in thofe Days bat one Cox-

comb, Lepidus, that died for Grief that his Wife had
ns'd him fo :

7 . 5
Al tam te mferui /‘(.',’w.rf!' Jatr,
Quem attrallis pedibus, patente poriay
 » VR 4
Fercurrent mugilefgue vaphanique

r

And the CG of our Poet, when he fus p]u q one of his

Companions with ‘his"Wife, {atisfled himfelf with put
m To l{‘“-: ne (.'l”.'lv
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Toon foime Verfes of Virgil, 93

e Atque aliguis de Diis non triflibus optat,
Sic feri turpis %

they thamefully lay bound,
Yet one 2 Wanton wifh'd to be {o found +.

And neverthelefs took fire at the foft Embraces fhe gave
him, complaining, that upon that Account fhe was grown
jealous of his Affeétion.

Quid caufas petis ex alto 2 fiducia ceffit

Quo tibi Diva mei §2

What need’{t thou doubt, and make a Queftion thus,
Where is your Confidence repos’d in us || ?

Nay, fhe intreags Arms for a Baftard of hers,
7 . . r
Arma roga genitrix nata **.

Another for her Son does Armour crave.

Which are freely granted ; and Yulan {peaks honoura-
bly of Aneas.

Arma acri faciendi wviro .
Arms for a valiant Hero muft be made §§,

with, in Truth, a more than common Humanity. And
Iam willing to leave this Excefs of Bounty to the Gods :

Nec divis homines componere aquumn efi:|]|.
Nor is it fit to equal Men with Gods.

As to the Confufion of Children, befides that the
graveft Legiflators ordain and effet it in their Republicks,

* Ovid. Met. . 4. -+ Mr.Sandys. § Vire. An. L 8.
| #Mr. Ogilby.  **¥ 75id.” ++ Mr. Ogilby. §§ Zid.
| Catullus, Num.-€ 0
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it nettles pot the Women, whete this Paflion is I knoy
not how much better feated. -

Sepe etiam Juno maxima Celicolim,
Car_jagis in calpa ﬁagr'zszf quotidiana ™.

And Funo with fierce Jealoufy inflam’d,
Her Huafband’s daily Slips has often blam’d.

When Jealoufy feizes thefe poor, weak and refiftlefs Souls,
’tis pity to {ee how miferably it torments and tyranmize
over them ; it infinuates itfelf into them, under the Title
of Friendfhip 5 but after it has once poffefied them, the
fame Caufes that:{erv’d fora Foundation 6f Good-wil,
ferve them for a Foundation of mortal Hatred : "T'is of
all the Difeafes of the Mind, that which moft Things
ferve for Aliment, and. feweft for Remedy. The Virtug,
Health, Merit and Réputation of the Hufband, are the
Incendiaries of their Fury and Ill-will.

Nullz funt inimicitie nifi amoris acerbe +.
Their Angers are but the Effets of Love.

This Fever defaces and corrupts all they have of beauti-
ful and good befides. ‘And there is no A&ion of a jealous
Woman, let her be how chafte, and how good 2 Houfe-
wife foever, that does not reliflrof Anger and Rudenefs,
"Tis a furious Agitation, that rebounds them to an Ex-
tremity quite contraryto it’s Caufe: which was very ma-
nifeft in one Ofavius at Rome, who, having lain with
Pontia Pofibumia, found his Love fo much augmented by
Fruition, that he folicited with all Importunity to mafry
her, which feeing he could not perfuade her to, this ex-
cefive Affeftion precipitated him to the Effe@s of the
moft cruel and mortal Hatred, for he killed her. In
like manner, the ordinary Symptoms of this other amo-
rous Difeale, are inteftine Hatreds, private Conf{piracies
and Conjurations.

L e -

* Catullzs, Num. 69. + Propertius.
Notuneque
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Upon fome Verfes of Virgil, 95

Noturgue furens quid famina poffit *,

The Caufe unknown,
But what a defp’rate Woman carry’d on
With Rage might do ,

and 2 Rage which fo much the more frets itfelf, asit is
compelled to excule itfelf by a Pretence of Good-will.
Now the Duty of Chaftity 1s of a vaft Extent. Is it their
Wills that we would have them reftrain? That is a very
pliant and aétive Thing, a Thing very quick and nimble
to be ftaid. How? if Dreams {fometimes engage them
fo far that they cannot deny them. It isnotin them,
nor perhaps in Chaftity itfelf, {eeing itisa Female, to
defend itfelf from Luft and Defire. 1f we are only inte-
refted in their Will, what a Cafe are we in then? Do
but imagine what crouding there would be amongft Men
in Parfuance of thefePrivileges, to run full Speed, though
without Tongue and Eyes, into every Woman’s Arms
that would accept them. The Scythian Women put out
the Eyes of all their Slaves and Prifoners of War, that
they might have their Pleafure of them, and they never
the wifer. Oh, the furious Advantage of Opportunity !
Should any one afk me, what was the firft Part of Love?
I fhould anfwer, that it was how to take a Man’s Time,
and fo the fecond, and fo the third; tis a Point that
can do every thing. I have fometimes wanted Fortune,
but I have alfo fometimes been wanting to myfelf in
matter of Attempt. - There is greater Temerity required
in this Age of ours, which our young People excufe un-
der the Name of Heat. But fhould Women examine it
more ftrictly, they would find, that it rather proceeded
from Contempt. I was always {uperftitiouly afraid of
giving Offence, and have ever had a great Refpeft for
her I loved: Befides, who in this Traffick takes away
the Reverence, defaces at the fame Time the Lufire. [
would in this Affair have a Man a little play the Child,
the Timorous, and the Servant : If not altogether in this,
Thave in other Things fome Air of the foolith Bafhfulnefs

= * Eneid, g. + M. Ogilby.
Vou. III, : G whereof
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whereof Plutarch makes mention ; and the Courfe of m
Life has been divers Ways hurt and blemifhed with it, a
Quality very ill {fuiting my univerfal Form. And what
is there alfo amongit us but Sedition and Difcord ? I am
as much out of Countenance to be denied, as I am tg
deny; and it fo much troubles me to be troublefom to
others, that in Occafions where Duty compels to try the
Good-will of any one in a Thing that is doubtful, and
that will be chargeable to him, I do it very faintly, and
very much againft my Will: But if it be for my own
Particular (whatever Homer truly {ays, that Modefty isa
foolifh Virtue in an indigent Perfon) I commonly com-
mit it to a third Perfon to blufh for me, and deny thofe
that employ me with the fame D:ﬂ‘u:ul;y; {o that it ha
fometimes befallen me to have had a Mind to deny when
I had not the Power to do it. 'Tis Folly then to (Lttempt
to bridle in Women a Defire that is {o };mucrﬂnl in them,
and f{o natural to them. And when I hear them brag Uf
having fo maidenly and fo temperate 2 Will, I laughat
them. They retire too far back. If it be an old tooth-
efs Trot, or a \f:mn? dry conf ‘.mpu.cTth though it
be not altogether to be believ'd, at leaft they may iay it
with more Likelihood of Truth. ~ But they who are yat
capable of Love, and ftill pant with Defire, talk at that
ridiculous Rate to their own Prejudice, by Reafon that
inconfiderate Excufes are a kind of Self-accufation. Like
a Gentleman, a Neighbour of mine, fulpeéted to be in
{ufficient ;

L,z."rmrf w0 fenera cui pa‘mﬁcmﬁ;m‘a beta,
Nunguam fe mediam [ufiulit ad tunicam *,

who three or four Days after he was married, to juftify
himfelf, fwore aloud that he had rid reventy Stages the
Night before : an Qath that was afterwards made Ufeof
to convince him of his Ignorance in that Affair, andto
divorce him from his Wife. - Befides, it fignifies nothing,
for there 15 neither Continency nor' Virtue, where there
are no oppofing Defires. = It is true, they may {fay, but
they will not yield to it. - Saints themfelves {peak after

% Catullus, Num. 68.
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ny that manner, I mean thofe who boaft in good earneft of
v a their Coldnefs and Infenfibility, and who expeét to be
aat believ’d, when they profefs it with a grave and ferious
m, Countenance ; for when it is fpoken with an affected
ta Look, where their Eyes give the Lie to their Tongue,
to and fpeak in the Cant of their Profeflion, which always
the goes againft the Hair, "tis good Sport. I am a great Ser-
nd vant of Liberty and Plainnefs ; but there is no Remedy,
ind if it be wholly fimple and childifh ; ’tis filly and unbe-
wn coming Ladies in this Commerce ; and prefently runs
52 into Impudence : Their Dilguifes and Figures only ferve
me to cozen Fools. Lying is there in it’s Seat of Honour ;
ofe 'tis a By-way, that by a Back-door leads to Truth. If
has we cannot curb their Imagination, what would we have
hen them do ? Do indeed ? there are enough who evade all
npt Communication, by which Chaftity may be corrupted.
m,

: Gi Lllud Jepe facit quod fine tefie facit *,
14
sth He often does himfelf apply
hit To that he does when none is by.
yit
yet And thofe whom we fear the leaft, are perhaps moft to
that be fear'd ;. their Sins that make the leaft Noife are the
that worit,
ike
in- Offendor meecha _fimpliciore minus+.
A profefs’d Strumpet Iefs Offence does give.

There are ways by which they may lofe their Virginity

without Proftitution, and which is more without their
tify Knowledge.,  Obfletrix Virginis cujujdam integritatem
the many _welut explorans, five malevolentia, five infcitia,

2of Jive cafu, dum infpicit, perdidit]. Some one by {'e'eking
1o her Maidenhead has loft it, another by playing with it
ing; has deftroy’d it. We cannot precifely circumfcribe the
ene Occafions we interdict them. ‘They muft guefs at our
but Meaning under general and doubtful Terms. The very
frer
s * Mars 1 7. Epigr. 61. +.4d. lib. 6. _Ep. 7.
T D. dug. de Ciwit. I 1. cap. 18.
[}-‘a: G 2 Jﬂ‘fa
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Idea we invent for their Chaftity is ri.
diculous ; for,amongft the greateft Ex.
amples arriv’d at my Knowledge, Fa-
tua the Wife of Faunws is one, who
never after her Marriage fuffer’d herfelf to be feen by
any Man whatever ; and the Wife of Hiero, who never
perceiv’d her Hufband’s ftinking Breath, imagining that
it was' common to all Men, They muft become infen.
fible and invifible to fatisfy us. Now let us confefs, that
the Knot of this Judgment of Duty dees principally lie
in the Will.  There have been Hufbands who have fuf
fer’d this Accident not only without Reproach, or tak-
ing Offence at their Wives, but with fingular Obligation
to them, and great Commendation of their Virtue. Such
a Woman has been, who priz’d her Honour above her
Life, and yet has proftitated it to the furious Luft of 2
mortal Enemy to {ave her Hufband’s Life, and who, in
fo doing, did that for him, fhe would not have done for
herfelf! It is not here that we are to produce thefe Ex-
amples ; they are too high and rich to be fet off with fo
poor a foil as I'can give them here; let us referve them
for a nobler Place; but for Examples of ordinary Luftre,
Do we not every Day fee Women amongft us that fur-
render themfelves for their Hufband’s only Benefit, and
by their exprefs Order and Mediation ? And of old Phas-
lins the drgian, who ofter’d his to King Philip out of
Ambition, as that Ga/ba did out of Civility, who hay-
ing entertain’d Meceras at Supper, and obferving that
his Wife and he began to caft Sheep’s Eyes at one another,
and to complot Love by Signs, let himfelf fink down
upon his Cufhion, like one in a profound Sleep, to give
Opportunity to their Defires : which he alfo handfomly
confefled, for at the fame time a Servant
making bold to'clatter the Plate that
ftood upon the Table, he plainly cry’d,
What a Noife do you make, you Rogue?
Do you not fee that Lonly flecp for Maece-
nas? Such a Man may be, whofe Man-
ners may be lewd enough, and yet whofe
Will may be more reformed than anether, who outwardly
carries himfelf after a more regular Manner ; As we fee
fome who complain of having vowed Chaftity before

I they
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they knew what they did; and I have alfo known others
really complain of having given themfelves up to De-
bauchery before they were at Years of Difcretion. The
Vice of the Parents, or the Impulfe of Nature, which
is a rude Counfellor, may be the Caufe. In the Eaff-
Indies, though Chaftity isof fingular Reputation, yet Cuf-
tom permitted a married Woman to proftitute herfelf to
any one who prefented her with an Elephant, and that
with Glory too, to have been valued at fo high a Rate.
Pbzdon the Philofopher, a Man of Birth, after the tak-
ing of his Country E/ida, made it his Trade to profti-
tute the Beauty of his Youth, fo long as it lafted, to any
one that would for Money, thereby to gain his Living,
And Solon was the firlt in Greece, °tis faid, who by his
Laws gave Liberty to Women, at the Expence of their
Chaftity, to provide for the Neceflities of Life; a Cuf-
tom that Herodotus fays had been received in many Go-
vernments before his time. And befides, what Fruit is
there of this painful Solitude ? For what Juftice foever
there is in this Paflion, we are yet to confider whethey it
turns to account or no. Does any one think to curb.it
by his Induftry ? &

Pone feram, cobibe: fed guis cuflodict ipjos
Cuflodes: cauta ef, & ab illis incipit uxor *.

Hang on a Lock, 1 hear old Friends advife,
Appoint a2 Guard, but who fhall watch the Spies ?
Her Art firft draws them in .

What Conveniency will not ferve their Turn in fo know-
ing an Age? Curiofity is wicious throughout ; but ’tis
pernicious here. 'T'is Folly to examine into a Difeale,
for which there is no Phyfick that does not inflame and
make it worfe ; of which the Shame grows ftill greater,
and more publick by Jealoufy, and of which the Re-
venge more wounds our Profperity than heals ws, You
wither and die in the Search of fo obfcure a Proof. How
miferably have they of my time arrived at that Know-
ledge, who have been fo unhappy as to find it out ? If

* Suuen, Sat. 6. . + Sir Robert Stapleton.
G 3 the
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the Informer does not at the fame time apply a Remedy,
and bring Relief; ’tis an injurious Information, and that
better deferves a Stab than the Lz - We no lefs laugh at
him, who takes Pains to prevent it, than he who isa
Cuckold, and knows it not. 'The Charaéer of Cuck-
old 1s indelible, who once hasit, carries it to his Grave;
the Punifhment proclaims it more than the Fault, Itis
to much Purpofe to fee, to draw the Curtain, and to lift
up the Quilt to difcover our private Misfortunes, thence
to expofe them on Tragick Scaffolds ; and Misfortunes
that only hurt us by being known ; for a good Wife, or
a happy Marriage, is faid, not that they are really fo,
but becaufe no one fays to the contrary. Men fhould be
fo difcreet, as to evade this tormenting and unprofitable
Knowledge : and the Romars had a Cuftom, when re.
turning from any Expedition, to fend home before to
dcquaint their Wives with their coming, that they might
not furprize them ; and to this purpofe it is, that a cer-
tain Nation has introduced a Cuftom, that the Prigh
fhall, on the Wedding-day, unlock the Bride’s Cabinet,
to free the Hufband from the Doubt and Curiofity of ex.
amining in the firft Aflault, whether fhe comes a Vir-
gin to his Bed, or that fhe has been at the Trade be.
fore. But the World will be talking. I know an hun-
dred honeft* Men Cuckolds, that are handfomly - 2nd
not very indecently {o; ,a worthy Man is Jamented, but
not difefteemed for it.  Order it fo that your Virtue may
conquer your Misfortune, that good Men may curfe the
Occafion, and he who wrongs you may tremble but to
think on’t. And moreover, who efcapes being talked
of at the fame Rate, from the leaft even to the greatef,

— 1o} gut fqg—-ianfc’rm imperitavit,
Et welior quam tu multis fuit, improbe, rebus*,

Te whom fo many Legions did- bow,
And who by much was better far than thou,

You hear how many honelt Men are reproached with
this in your Prefence, and you may believe that you are

* Lucres. L 3,
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no more fpared behind your back. Nay, the Ladies
will be laughing too; and what are they toapt to laugh
atin this virtuous Age of ours, as at a peaceable and
well-compofed Marriage? There is not one amonglt you
but has made fomebody @ Cuckold : and Nature runs
much in parallel in Compenfation, and Turn for Turn.
The Frequency of . this Accident ought Jong fince to have
made iteafy ;5 and “tis now pafs’d into Cuftom. Miferable
Paflion, which has this alfo that it is incommunicable,

Fors etiam noflvis invidet queflibus Aures™.

And fpiteful Fortune too denies
An Ear to our Calamities.

For'to what Friend dare you intruft your Griefs ; who,
if he does not laugh at them, will not make Ufe of the
Occafion to get a Share of the Quarry? The Sharps as
well as the Sweets of Marriage, are kept {ecret by the
Wife ; and amongft other troublefom Conditions an-
nexed to it, this to a prating Fellow, as I am, is one of
the Chief, that Cuftom has rendred it indecent and pre-
judicial, to communicate to any one all that a Man
knows, and all that a Man feels. To give even Women
Counfel againft Jealoufy, would be fo much Time loft ;
their very Being is fo made up of Sufpicion, Vanity,
and Curiofity, that to cure them by any lawful Ways, is
notto be hoped or expefted. 'They often recover of this
Infirmity, by a Form of Health much more to be feared
than the Difeafe itfelf. For as there are Enchantments
that cannot take away the Evil, but by throwing it up-
on another, they alfo willingly transfer this Fever to their
Hufbands, when they fhake it off themfelves. And yet
I know not, to fpeak Truth, whether a Man can fuffer
worfe from them than their Jealoufy ; ’tis the moft dan-
gerous of all their Conditions, as the Head is of all their
Members. Pittacus was ufed to fay, that every one had
his Defe@®, and that his was the jealous Head of his
Wife 3 but for which he fhould think himfelf perfelily
happy. A mighty Inconvenience fure which could poifon

* Catullus.
G 4 the
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the whole Life of fo juft, fo wife, and valiant a Man
what muft we other little Fellows do? The Senaze of
Marfeilles had Reafon to grant him that begged leave tg
1 kill himfelf, that he might be delivered from the Cla.
mour of his Wife, his Requeft 5 for ’tis a Mifchief that
1s never removed, but it carries away the Piece; and thy
has no Remedy but Flight or Patience. Though both of
them very hard. He was doubtlefs an underftanding
Fellow that faid, there was no happy Marriage but be.
twixt a blind Wife and a deaf Hufband. Let us alfo cone
fider, whether the great and violent Severity of Obli.
gation we enjoin them, does not produce two Effeéts con
trary to our Defign, namely, whether it does not render
the Purfuers more eager to attack, and the Women more
eafy to yield. For, as to the firt, by raifing the Value
of the Place, we raife the Value and Defire of the Con.
guefi. Might it not be Zenus herfelf, who fo cunningly
ennanced the Price of her Merchandize, by making the
Laws her Bawds: knowing how infipid a Delight it would
be that was not heighten’d by Fancy, and Hardnefs tg
atchieve ! To conglude, *tis all Swines-flefh, varied by
Sauces, as faid Flaminius his Hoft. Cupid is a roguifh
God, who makes it his Sport.to contend with Devotion
and Juftice: *Tis his Glory, that his Power makes al|
other Powers, and all other Rules gives-place to his,

S, e

— R b

Materiam cubpe Profequiturque fue *,
And feeks out Matter for his Crimes.

As to the fecond Point; fhould we not be lefs Cuck-
olds, if we lefs feard to ke fo? according to the Hu-
mour of Women : whom Interdi@ion incites, -and who
are more eager for being forbid.

Ubi welis nolune, ubi nolis woluns ultro,

Concefla pudet ire wia T

You would, they wont, when you would not, they wou'd,
Confent does freeze, Denial fires their Blood.

e ® Ovid. Tr. /. 4. El 1. + Jer. Eun. 42, 4. Se. 7,
,._:'i! | Whag
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What better Interpretation can we make of Mefalina’s
Behaviour ? She at firlt made her Hufband a2 Cuckold in
private, asis the common Ufe: but, bringing her Bu-
finels about with too much Eafe, by reafon of her Huf-
band’s Stupidity, fhe foon {corn’d that Way, and pre-
fently fell to making open Love to her own Servants,
and to favour and entertain them in the Sightof all. She
would make him know and {ee how fhe ufed him. This
Animal not to be roufed with all this, .and rendring her
Pleafures dull and flat by his too ftupid Facility, by which
he feemed to authorize, and ‘make them lawful ; what
does fhe ? but being the Wife of a living and healthful
Emperor, and at Rome, the Theatre of the World, in
the Face of the Sun, and with folemn Ceremony, and to
§ilius, who had long before enjoy’d her, fhe publickly
marries herfelf one Day that her Hufband was gone out
of the City. Does it not feem as if fhe wasgoing to be-
come chafte by her Hufband’s Negligence ? Or that the
fought another Hufband that might fharpen her Appetite
by his Jealoufy, and whe by watching fhould incite her?
But the firft Difficulty fhe met with was alfo the laft ;
this Beaft {fuddenly rous’d. Thefeftupid fort of Men are
oft the moft dangerous. I have found by Experience,
that this extreme Toleration, when it comes to diflolve,
produces the moft fevere Revenge, for taking fire on a
fudden, Anger and Fury being combin'd in one, dif-
charge their utmoft Force at the firft Charge,

drarumgue omnes effundit hrabenas®.

He {Put her to Death, and with her a great Number of
thofe with whom the had Intelligence, even thofe who
could not.help it, and whom fhe had caufed to be forc'd
to her Bed with Scourges. ‘What Zirgil fays of Venus
and Vulcan, Lucretius had better exprefled of a ftollen
Enjoyment betwixt her and Mars.

—— bellifera Mania Mawors
Armipitens regit, in gremium qui Jzpe tuum fe
Rejicst, wterno devinius wulnere amoris :

¥ Virgil, Eneid, .12,
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Pafecit amore avides inbians in te Dea wifus,
Eque tuo pendet refupini fpiritus ore:

Hunc tu Diva tuo recubantem corpire fanils
Circumfufa fuper, fuaves ex ore loguelas

Funde®.

R T,

For furious Mars,

The only Governor and God of Wars,

Tired with Heat and Toil, doth oft refort

To tafte the Pleafures of the Paphian Court ;
Where on thy Bofom he fupinely lies,

And greedxl} drinks Love at both his F}feﬂ
*Till, quite o’ercome, fnatching an eager Kifs,
He ha ftily goes on to greater Blifs :

Then *midft his ftri€t Embraces clafps thine Arms
About his Neck, and call forth all thy Charms,
Carelefs, with all thy fubtle Arts become

A Flatterer, and beg a Peace for Rome +.

When I confider this rejicit, pajeit, inbians, molli, fi-
wet, medullas, labefalta, pendet, percurrit, and that noble
circumfufa, Mother of the gentle infufus; I contemn
thofe little Quibbles and verbal Allufions that have been
fince in Ufe. Thofe well-meaning People ftood in need
of no Subtilty to difguife their Meaning ; their Language
3s downright and plain, and full of naturaland continued
Vigour, they are all over Epigram, not only with a Sting
in the Tail, but the Head, Body and Feet; they camy
the {fame Forl.e thmurrhont There is nothing forcd,
nothing languifhing, but th ey {till keep the fame Pace
Contextus totus wirilis ¢ff, non funt cirea flofeculos accapalil,
The whole Contediure is manly, without infifling upon lit-
tle Flonvers of Rhbetorick. *Tis not a {oft Eloquence, and
without Offence only, ’tis nervous and folid, that dogs
not {o much pleafe, as it fits and ravifhes the greatel
Mind. When I fee thefe brave Methods of Expreflion,
{o lively, fo profound, I do not fay that ’tis well faid,
but well thought. *Tis the bprn{:l‘tlme{'s of "the megl :
nation that {wells and clevates Words, Peffus efl quod dr-

o WIS

¥ Lucret. . 1. -~ Mr. Creech. T Sen. Epift. 33
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ﬁr!m.s:fau'r*, Our People call Language Judgment, and
fine Words full Conceptions. ‘This Painting is not {o
much carried on by Dexterity of Hand, as by having
the Obje& more lively imprinted in the Soul: Gallus
fpeaks fimply, becaufe he conceives fimply : Horace does
not content himfelf with a {fuperficial Expreffion that would
betray him ; he fees farther and more clearly into things,
his Wit breaks into, and rummages all the Magazine of
Words and Figures wherewith to exprefs him{elf, and ke
muft have "em above ordinary, becaufe his Conception is
fo. ' Plutarch {ays, that he fees the Latin Tongue by the
things. *Tis here the fame : the Senfe illuminates and
produces the Words: no more Words of Air, but of Flefh
and Bone ; - they fignify more than they exprefs. More-
over thofe who are not well fkill’d in a Language, per-
ceive fome Image of this; for in Jraly I faid whatever
I had 2 mind to in common Difcourfe, but in more fe-
rious Subjects, I durft not have trufted myfelf with an
Idiom that I could not wind and turn out of it’s ordinary
Pace; Iwould therein have a Power of introducing fome-
thing of my own. The Handling and Utterance of fine
Wits is that which fets off a Language ; not {o much by
innovating it, as by putting it to more vigorous and va-
rious Service, and by ftraining, bending and adapting it
to them. They do not create Words, but they enrich

‘&heir own, and give them Weight and Signification by
the Ufes they put them to, and teach them unwonted
Motions, but withal, ingenioufly and difcreetly. And
how little this T'alent is given to all, is manifeft by the
many French Scriblers of this Age. They are bold and
proud enough not to follow the common Road, but Want
of Invention and Difcretion ruins them. There is nothin
feen in their Writings but a wretched Affe@ation of a
frange new Stile, with cold and abfurd Difguifes, which,
inftead of elevating, deprefles the Matter. Provided they
can but trick up their Stile with fine new Words, they
care not what they fignify ; and to bring in a new Word
by the Head and Shoulders, they leave out the old one,
very often more finewy and fignificant than the other.
There “is' Stuff enough in our Language, but there is a

¥ Quint. 10,
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Defeét in cutting out. For there is nothing that might
not be made out of our Terms of Hunting and Way
which is a fruitful Soil to borrow from. And the Forms
of {peaking, like Herbs, improve and grow ftronger by
being t;-;:ni?ml:mted. I find it {ufliciently abounding, byt
not {ufficiently pliable and vigorous. It quails underg
powerful Conception. If you would maintain the Dig.
nity of your Stile, you will oft perceive it to flag ang
languifh under you, and there Latn fteps in to it’s Re.
lief, as Greek does to other Languages. Of {fome of the
Words I have pick'd out for my own Ufe, we do not
eafily difcern the Energy, by reafon that the frequent
Ufe of them hath in fome fort embas’d their Beauty, and
render’d it common. As in our ordinary Language ther
are feveral excellent Phrafes and Metaphors to be met
with, of which the Beauty is wither'd by Age, and the
Celour is fullied by too common handling ; but that
takes nothing from the Relifh to an underftanding Man;
neither does it derogate from the Glory of thofe ancient
Authors, who, ’tis likely, firft brought thofe Words into
that Luftre. The Sciences treat of things too finely, and
after an artificial, very different from the common and
natural Way. My Page makes Love, and underftands it,
bat read to him Leo Hebreus and Ficinus, where they
fpeak of him, his Thoughts and Aftions, he underftands
it not. I do find in Ariffotle moit of my ordinary No.
tions ; they are there covered and difguifed in another
Robe for the Ufe of theirSchools. Well may they fpeed;
but were I of the Trade, I would as much rzaturalie
Art, as they artify Nature, Let us let Bembo and Equie
cola alone, When I write, I can very well fpare both
the Company, and the Remembrance of Books, left they
fhould interrupt my Method, and alfo in truth the beft
Authers too much humble and difcourage me. I am
very much of the Pajnter’s Mind, who, having repre:
{ented Cocks moft wretchedly ill, charged all his Boys
not to {uffer any natural Cock to come into his Shop;
and had rather need give myfelf alittle Luftre of the In-
vention of Autinannydes the Mufician, who, when he was
to fing or play, took Care before-hand, that the Audi-
tory fhould either before -or after, be entertained and
glutted with fome other il Muoficians. But I can hardly
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be without a Plutarch, he is fo univerfal, and fo full,
that upon all Occalfions, and what extravagant Subjett
foever you take in Hand, he will ftill intrude him{elf in-
to your Bufinefs, and holds out to you a liberal, and not
to be exhaufted Hand of Riches and Embellifhments, It
vexes me that he is {o expos’d to the Spoil of thofe who
are converfant with him. I can no fooner caft an Eye
upon him, but I purloin either a Leg or a Wing. And
alfo for this Defign of mine, ’tis convenient for me to
write at home, in a wild Country, where I have no-
body to affilt or relieve me ; where I hardly fee a Man
that underftands the Latin of his Pater-Nofler, and of
French as little, if not lefs. I might have made it bet-
ter elfewhere, but then the Work would have been lefs
my own ; and it’s principal End and Perfe&tion is to be
exaétly mine : I fhould well enough corret an accidental
Error, of which I am full, as I run carelefly on: but
for any ordinary and conftant Imperfections, it were a
kind of T'reafon to put them out. When another tells,
orthat I fay to myfelf, Thou art too thick of Figuress this
is @ Word of the Galcon Growth, and therefore a dange-
rous Phrafe s (I do not reje& any of thofe that are ufed
in the common Streets of France, they that will fight
Cuffom with Grammar, are Fools;) this is an ignorant
Difcourfe ; this is a Paradoxical Saying 5 this is a Sty
Exprefion. Thou makeft thyfelf merry fometimes 5 and
Men awill think thiu fayeft a thing in good Earnefl, swhick
thou only fpeakeft in jeff, Yes, {ays 1, but I correél the
Faults of Inadvertence, not thofe of Cuftom. Do Inot
talk at the fame Rate throughout? Do I not reprefent
myfelf to the Life? *Tis enough that I have done what
I defign’d ; all the World knews me in my Book, and
my Book in me. Now I have an apifh imitating Qua-
lity 5 when T ufed to write Verfes, (and I never made
any but Latin) they evidently accufed the Poet I had lait
read ; and fome of my firft Effays have a little exotick
Tafte. I {peak fomewhat another kind of Language at
Paris than 1do at Moentaigne. Whomever I {tedfaftly
look upon, eafily leaves fome Impreflion of his upon me.
Whatever I confider, I ufurp ; whether a foolifh Coun-
tenance, a difagreeable Look, or a ridiculous Way of
fpeaking ; and Vices moft of all, becaufe they feize anlil
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ftick to me, and will not leave their Hold without fhak,
ing off. I fwear more by Imitation than Humour,
murthering Imitation, like that of the Apes, {o terribls
both in Stature and Strength, that Alexander met with
in a certain Country of the Zndies, which he would haye
had much ado any othes Way to have fubdued. But they
aftorded him the Means by that Inclination of theirs t
imitate whatever they faw done. For by that the Hun
ers were taught to put on Shoes in their Sight, and
tye them faft with many Knots, and to mufie up thejr
Heads in Caps all compos’d of running Noofes, and t
feem to anoint their Eyes with Glue; fo did thofe filly
Creatures employ their Imitations to theit own Ruin;
they glu'd up their own Eyes, halter’d and bound them.
felves.  The other Faculty playing the Mimick, and .
genioufly acting the Words and Geftures of another, pur-
pofely to make others merry, and to raife their Admi
ration, 1s no more in me than in a Stock. When |
fwear my own Oath, ’tis only by God, of all Oatks, the
moft direct. They fay that Socrates {wore by his Dy
Zeno had for his Oath the fame Interjeétion, at this time
in Ufe amongft the lialians, Cappari; Pythagoras fwore
by Water and Air. I am {o apt, without thinking of it
to receive thefe fuperficial Impreflions, that if I have Ma-
7¢ly or Highnefs in my Mouth for three Days together,
they come out inftead of Excellency and Lordfbip, eight
Days after; and what I fay To-day inSport and Fooling,
I fhall ferioufly fay the fame To-morrow. Wherefore,
in Writing, I more unwillingly undertake beaten Argu-
ments, left I fhould handle them at another’s Expence.
Every Subject is equally fertile to me, A Fly will ferve
me for aSubjet, and ’tis well if this I have in Hand has
not been undertaken at the Recommendation of as wan-
ton a Will. T may begin with that which pleafes me
beft, fof the Subjeis are all linked to one another ; but
my Soul difpleafes me, in thatit ordinarily produces it’s
deepeft and moft airy Conceits, which pleafe me bell,
when Ileaft expeét or ftudy for them ; and fuddenly va-
nifh, having, at that Inftant, nothing to apply them to;
on Horfeback, at the Table, and in Bed; but moft on
Horfeback, ‘where I am moft given to think. My |
fpeaking is a little nicely jealous of Silence and Atten-
1108,
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¢ion, if I talk my beft. Who interrupts, cuts me off.
In Travelling, the Neceflity of the Way will often put
a Stop to Difcourfe ; befides that I, for the moft Part,
¢ravel without Company, fit to entertain long Difcourfe,
by which Means I have all the Lei{ure I would to enter-
tain myfelf. It falls out as it does in my Dreams, whilft
dreaming I recommend them to my Memory, (for I
am apt to dream that I dream) but the next Morning I
may reprefent to myfelf of what Complexion they were,
whether gay, or fad, or ftrange, but what they were,
2s to the reft, the more I endeavour to retrieve them, the
deeper I plunge them in Oblivion. So of Thoughts that
come accidentally into my Head, I have no more but a
vain Image remaining in my Memory, only enough to
make me torment myfelf in their Queit to no purpofe.
Well then, laying Bool;sﬁ aﬁdef, and1 mote fimply and
materially {peaking, I find after all, e
that Lawg E;mebz'?:% elfe out the Thirft Dafssion- of
of enjoying the Subjelt defired ; neither
is Venus any other thing than the Pleafure of difcharging
the Veflels, as the Pleafure Nature givesus of difcharging
other Parte, that either by Immoderation or Indifcretion
become vicious, According to Socrates, Love is the Ap-
setite of Gemeration, by the Mediation of Beanty. And
having often confidered the ridiculous Titillation of this
Pleafure, the abfurd, hair-brain’d and fenfelefs. Motions
with which it infpires Zero and Cratippus ; the indifcreet
Rage, and the Countenance enflamed with Fury and Cru-
elty in the {weeteft Effects of Love: and then that four,
grave, {evere and extatick one in {fo wanton an Aétion,
that our Delights and our Excrements are promifcuouily
fhufiled together, and that the fupreme Pleafure carries
along with it fainting and complaining, as well as Grief;
I then believe it to be true, that Plaro {ays, That the
Gods made Man for their Sport :

*FJE.

; quanam ifta jocand:
Seuitia * ?

s Claudian,

s What
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What a ftrange fporting Cruelty
May this be faid to be ?

And that it is in Mackery, that Nature has ordered the
moft troublefom of Actions to be the moft common,
by that to make us equal, and to parallel Fools and
wife Men, Beafts and us. Even the moft contemplative
and prudent Man, when I imagine him in this Pofture,
I hold him an impudent Fellow to pretend to be pru.
dent and contemplative. They are the Peacocks Feet

that abate his Pride.

— pidentem dicere verum
Quid vetat 2 *

One may fpeak Truth in jeft without Offence.

They who banifh ferious Imaginations from their Sports,
do, fays one, like him who dares not adore the Statue
of a Sain?, if not covered with a Veil. We eatand
drink indeed as Beafts do ; but thofe are not Aétions that
obftru&t the Funétions of the Soul. In thofe we main-
tain our Advantage over them ; but this fubjects all other
Thoughts, and by it’s imperious Authority, makes an
Afs of all Plato’s Diwinity and Philofophy too, and yet he
complains not of it. In every thing elfe a Man may
keep fome Decorum, all other Operations fubmit to the
Rules of Decency ; this cannot fo much as in Imagi-
nation appear other than vicious or ridiculous. Ex.
amine if you can therein find one wife and difcreet Pro-
ceeding. Alexander {aid, that he chiefly knew himfelf
to be mortal by this A& and Sleeping ; Sleep fuffocates
and fupprefles the Faculties of the Soul ; the Familiarity
with Women does likewife diffipate and exhauft' them,
Doubtlefs ’tis a Mark not only of our original Corrup-
tion, but alfo of our Vanity and Deformity. On the
one Side, Nature puthes us on to it, having fixed the moft
noble, utile, and pleafant of all her Fundlions to this
Defite : And on the other Side leaves us to accufe and

* Hor, bk, 1, Sat. 1. .
' aveid
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avoid it, as infolent and indecent, to blufh at it, and to
recommend Abftinence. Are we not {ufficiently Brutes,
to call that Work brutith which begets us ? People of {o
many differing Religions have concurred in feveral Cere-
monies, as Sacrifices, Lamps, burning Incenfe, Fafis
and Offerings ; and amongit other, in conceining this
A& : Al Opinions concentre in this, befides the old
Cuftom of Circumcifions. We have perhaps Realon to
blame ourfelves for being guilty of {o foolih a Produe-
tion as Man, and to call the A& and Parts fhameful that
are employ’d in the Work. ([am fure mine are now
properly thameful.) The Efénians, of whom. Plidy
(peaks, kept up their Country feveral Ages without €1-
ther Nurfe or Baby-ciouts, by the Arrival of Strangers,
who following this pretty Humour, came continuailly in
to them : A whole Nation being refolute, rather to ha-
zard a total Extermination, than to engage themfelves
in Female Embraces, and rather to lefe a Succeflion of
Men than to beget one.  'Tis {aid, that Zeng hever had
to do with a2 Woman but onice in his Life, and then out
of Civility, that he might not feem too obitinately to
difdain the Szx. Every one avoids feeing a Man born,
every one runs to fee him die. To deltroy a Man, a
fpacious Field is fought out, and in the I'ace of theSun;
but to make him, we creep into as dark and private a
Corner as we can., 7 T1s a Man's ‘Jf}" to withdraw him-
felf . from the Light to doit; but ’tis Glory, and the
Fountain of many Virtues, to know how to deflrey
what we have done : The one is Injury, the other Fa-
vour: For #rifistle fays, That to do any one a Cour-
tefy, in a certain Phrafe of his Country,-is te kill him.
The Atbenians, to couple the Difgrace of thefe two Ac-
tions, - being to purge the // of Delss, and to juftify
themfelves to Apolls, interdicted at once all Birth and
Burial in the Precin&@s thereof : Noflri nofmet paznitet *

We are afbamed of ourfelves. There are {ome Nations
that will not be feen to eat. I know a Lady, and of
the beft Quality, who has the fame Opinion, that it iy
an ill Sight to fee one chew their Meat, that takes away
much from their Grace and Beauty, and therefcre uti-

.|

# Terence.
You. III. H willingly
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willingly appears at a pu blick Table with an Appetite;
and know a Man that cannot endure to fee another
eat, nor be feen himfelf; and is more thy of Co ompany
in putting in than putting out. In the Turk: ih 1 !....pma
there are a EZ't‘zitNun._} r ot Men, '\».10, I.o e \.xL‘ 1{,]\
al never {uffer themfelves to be feen when they make their
' Repaft ; who never have any more “\:-.n one a Week,
who cut and mangle their Faces ar,--.l Limbs, and never
+fpeak to any one : Ltr‘_;thc- 1’1:;} ! who think to he-
*nour their Nature : by difnaturing th: mielves; that value
themfelves upon their Contc 111}3L of t iie:l elves, and grow
better by being worfe : What monftrous _‘-'_n.nul 15 this,
that is a Horror to himfelf, to whom his Delights are
grievous, and \'.-'hc: weds himfelf to Misfortunes ! There
are who conceal their Life:

1 1 Ja . "
dulcia Lmina mutant *,

Some banifh’d do their native Seats exchange,
And Countries under other Climates range t3;

and withdraw them from the Sight of other Men, that
avoid Health and Chearfulnefs, as dangerous and preju:
dicial Qualities. Not only many Seéts, but many Peo-
ple curfe their Birth, and blefs their Death ; and thereis
a Place where the Sun is abominated, .Lnd Darknefs-2-
dored. We are only ingenious in-ufing ourfelves ill; 't
the only 011'11*1-1.-' our Wits fly at; and Wit, when mil
apply’d, is a dangerous Tool.

O ”&”‘."; ( WOrLn "'{fﬂ".. fz E,‘-‘I‘f.'{-,' i ML "?’J‘ [

O wretched Men whofe Plea{fures are a Crime!

1aa - . :
Alas, poor Man! thou haft Inconveniencies that are in-

evita le enough, without increafing them by ¢ 1i1-.~ own
Invention, and art | miferable enough by 1\ e, with-
out being fo by Art; thou haft real :-'*1 effer ;_=:-' ‘J-"' or-
mities enough;, without forging I

I d that thou haft not 1

ot —— L,
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Upon Jfome Verfes of Virgil, 113

fary Offices that Nature has enjoined thee, and that fhe
isidle in thee; if thou doft not oblige thyfelf to more
and new ¢ Thou doft not ftick to infringe the univerfal
and undoubted Laws ; but ftick'ft clofe to thofe confede-
rate and fantaftick ones of thy own, and by how much
more particular, uncertain and contradifiory Ju.],r are, by
fo much thou employeft thy whole Endeavour in them ;
the Laws of thy P.c.m.'? bind thee ; thofe of the World
concern theemot : Run but a little over the Examples of
this Kind, thy Life is full of them. ~Whilft the Verfes
of thefe two Poets treat fo refervedly and difcreetly of
Wantonnefs as they do, methinks they difcover it much
more. Ladies cover their Necks with Net-work, as
Priefts do feveral facred T'hings ; and Painters fhade their
Pittures to give them greater - Luftre: And "tis {aid, that
the Sun and Wind firike more violenily by Refleion
than in a dire& Line. The Eg;pe’zmz mfc]y anfwered
him, who atked him what he bad under his Cloak? 7
15 bid under my Chak, {aid he, that thou may'f} not know
what it fs.  But there are certain other Things that Peo-
ple hide only to fhew them. Hear this that {peaks
plainer :

Et nudam preffi corpus adufque meum *.

And in thefe naked Arms of mine
Her naked Bod dy I did twine.

Methinks I am éunuch’d with the Expreflion. - Let Mar-
tial turn up Penus’s Coats as high as he can, he cannot
thew her fo naked : He, who {ays all that is to be faid,
glats and difgufts us : He, who is afraid to exprefs him-
f{lr, draws us on to guels at more than is meant. There
is a Kind of Treachery in this Sort of Modefty, and e-
fpecially whilit they half open, as they do, fo fair a Path
to Imagination ; both the Aétion and Defcription thould
give a Relith to Theft. The more refpeétful, more ti-
morous, more coy and fecret Love of the Spaniards and
Iralians pleafes me. I know not who of old wifhed his
Neck aslong as that of a Crane, that he might the longer
* Ovid. de Arte Amandi, I, 1. EI 53
H 2 tafte
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tafte what he fwallowed. It had been better wiflied in
this quick and precipitous Pleafure, efpecially in fuch
Natures as mine, that had the Fault of being too prompt,
To ftop it’s Flight, and delay it with Preambles, all
Things, a Wink, a Bow, a Word, a Sign, ftand for Fa-
vour and Recompence betwixt them. Was it not an ex-
cellent Piece of Thrift in him that could dine on the
Steam of the Roaft ? "Tis a Paffion that mixes very little
with {olid Effence, much more with Vanity and feverifh
Raving, and we are to reward and pay it accordingly,
Let us teach the Ladres to value and efteem themfelves,
to amufe and fool us. We give the laft Chargeat the firft
Onfet, the Freneh Impetuofity will fill thew itfelf, By
fpinning out their Favours, and expofing them in {mall
Parcels, even miferable old Age itfelf will find fome Iit
tle Share-of Reward, according to it’s Worth and Merit ;
who has no Fruition but in Fruition, who wins nothin

unlefs he {weeps the Stakes; and who takes no Pleafure
in the Chace, but in the Quarry, ought not to introduce
himfelf into our Schosl. The more Steps and Griefles
there are, {o much higher and more honourable is the
uppermoft Seat. We fhould take a Pleafure in being
conducted to it, asin magnificent Palaces, by Portico’s,
Entries, long and pleafant Galleries, by many Turns
and Windings. This Difpofition of Things would turn to
our Advantage ; we fhould there longer ftay, and Jonger
love; without Hope, and without Defire we proceed not
worth a Pin: Our Conqueft and entire Pofleflion is what
they ought infinitely to dread : When they wholly fur-
render themfelves up to the Mercy of our Fidelity and
Cenftancy, they run a mighty Hazard ; they are Vir-
tues very rare, and hard to be found, they are no fooner
ours, but we are no more theirs :

Poflguam cupide mentis Satiata libido ¢ft,
Verba uibil metuere, nihil perjuria curant *,

When our Defires and Lufts once fated are,
For Oaths and Promifes we little care,

* Catullys,
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And Thrafonides, 2 young Man of Greece, was fo in Love
with his Paflion, that having gained a Miltreis’s Con-
fent, he refufed to enjoy her, that he might not by Fru-
ition quench and ftupify the unquiet Ardour of which he
was fo proud, and with which he fo pleafed himfelf.
Dearnefs is a good Sauce to Meat. Do but cbferve how
much the manner of Salutation, particular to our Nazion,
has by it's Facility made Kiffes, which Socrates {ays are
fo powerful and dangerous for ftealing Hearts, of no
Efteem. It is a naufeous and injurious Cuftom for La-
dies, that they mult be obliged to lend their Lips to every
Fellow that has three Footmen at his Heels, how naity
or deformed foever.

Cujus livida narribus caninis,
Dependet glacies, rigetque barba :
Centum occurrere malo calilingis *.

And we do not get much by the Bargain; for as the
World is divided, for three beautiful Women, we muit
kifs threefcore ugly ones; and to a tender Stomach, lik
thofe of my Age, an ill Kifs overpays a good one. In
Italy they paflionately court, even their common Wo-
men, who proftitute themfelves for Money, and juitify
the doing fo, by faying that there are Degrees of Frui-
tion ; and that by their Services, they will procure them-
{elves that which is beft and moft entire. They fell no-
thing but their Bodies, the Will is too free, and too much
it’s own to be expofed toSale: So fay thefe, that ’us the
Will they undertake, and they have Reafon. *Tis in-
deed the Will that we are to ferve, and to have to do
withal. I abhor to imagine mine in a Body without
Affeétion. And this Madnefs is, methinks, Coufin-
german to that of the Boy, who would needs lie with
the beautiful Statue of Venus, made by Praxiteles ; or
that of the furious Epyptian, who vio-
lated the dead C:u-caféyif s Wongn hes - Ca"}’ s of beau-
was embalming : which was the Oc- 3 e
= R i € N tbree Days in E-
cafion of the Law afterwards made in z';: 5-3 B
Egypt, that the Corps of beautiful ?’}Pt’ ; ﬁ’fda"@
young Women, of thofe of good Qua- WETT il

E——

* Mar.l. 7. Epigr. 77.
3 Iit},
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lity, fhould be kept three Days before they fheuld be
delivered to thofe whofe Office it was to take Care for the
Interment. Periander did more wonderfully, who ex.
tended his conjugal Affection (more regular and legiti.
mate) to the Enjoyment of his Wife M. l1fla after {he was
dead. Does it not feem a lunatick Humour in the Moo,
{ecing fhe could no otherwife enjoy her Darling End:
mion, to lay him for feveral Months afleep, and to pleafe
herlelf with the Fruition of a Boy, who ftir’d not but
in his Sleep ? I likewife fay, that we love a Body with-
out a Soul, when we love a Body without it’s Confent
curring Defire.  All Enjoyments are not alike;
me that are heétick and languifhing : A thou-
fand other Caufes, befides Good-will, may procure us
this Favour from the Ladies: This is not a fufficient Te-
timony of Afteftion; Treachery may lurk there as well

I'hey fometimes go to it but by Halves,

1
there are {

Tanquam thura MEFrUMGUE parent
.fi't.’fﬁ RLEM THArIOréamue .;‘,-kr;,-,; *:'_

So coldly they unto the Work prepare,
You'd think them abfent, or elfe Marble were.

I know fome, who had rather lend That than thei
Coach, and who only impart themfelves that Way : You
are to examine whether your Company pleafes them up-
on any other Account, or like fome ftrong-chin’d Groom,
for that only, and in what Degree of Favour you ate
with them :

tibi fi datur uni
LQuo lapide illa diem candidiore notat +,

Whether thy Miftrefs favour thee alone,
And mark thy Day out with the whiter Stone.

What if they eat your Bread with the Sauce of a more
pleafing Imagination?

lar. l.12. Ep. 61. 1 Catullus.
Te
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T¢ tenet, abfentes alios fufpirat amores ™,

She kindly ftrains thee in her Arms, but has
Her Thoughts the while fixX’d in another Place.

What? Have we not feen one in thefe Days of ours,

that made Ufe of this A& upon the Account of a moft
horrid Revenge, by that means to kill and poifon, as
he did a beautiful Woman? Such as know Iraly will not
think it ftrange, if for this Subjeét,. I feek not elfewhere
for Examples :  For that Nation may be called the Regent
of the World in this: They have generally more hand-
fom, and fewer ugly Women than we : But for rare
and excelling Beauties we may have as many as they. < I
think the fame of their Wits; of thofe of the common
Sort they have many, and evidently more. Brutality is
without Comparifon much rarer there; but in fingular
Souls, and thofe of the higheft Form, we are nothing
indebted to them. If I fhould carry on the Compari-
fon, I might fay, as touching Valour, that, on the con-
trary it is, to what it is with them, common and na-
tural with us: but fometimes we fee them poflefled to
fuch a Degree, as furpafles the moft fteady and obftinate
Examples we can produce. The Marriages of that Coun-~
try are defetive in this: Their Cuftom commonly 1m-
pcfcs {o rude, and fo flavith a Law upon the Women,
that the moft remote Acquaintance with a Stranger is
render’d neceffarily {ubftantial; and feeing that all comes
to one Account, they have no hard Choice to make.

And have they broke down the Fence ¢ We may fafely
prefume they have, Luxuria ipfis wvinculis, ficut fera be-
j’m, irritata, deinde emiffa. Luft like a awild Beafl, be-
ing more enrag'd by being bound, breaks from bhis Chains
with greater Wildnefs. They muft give them a little
more Rein.

. Vidi epo nuper equum contra fua frena tenacem
Ove reluctanti fulminis ire modo .

* Tibullus, t Owid. dm. 1. 3. Eleg. 4.
H 4 I faw
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I faw, '-;'Mlc* of his Bit, a head-fh ong Colt
1

Run with his Rider, l]I e a Thunder-bolt.

The De ﬂ,e of Company is allay’d by giving a little L;.
berty. *Tisa a good Cuitom we have 1n France, that our
Sons are received i mto the beft Families, there to be en-
tertamed and bred up Pages, asin a School of 5.7:-51}:@6_
And tis look’d urp pon as a J_.I'CCrl. rtely, and an Affront tg
refufe a Gentle m . I have taken Notice (for fo many
Families, fo many u:ﬂ\ rent Forms) that the Ladies why
have been firif@eft with their Maids, have had no bette
luck than thofe who allowed them 2 greater Liberty,
There fhould be Moderation in all T ...ncrs, one muft leave
a great deal of their Conduét to their own Difcretion;
for, when all comes to all, no Di {cipline can curb Lhtm
r!z:'uuviu;at But it 1s true withal, that fhe who comes
off with ‘]\mﬁ Colours from a School of I iberty, b"ings
with her whereon to repofe more Lunimcln, t.;an fhe
who comes aw ay found f:u:a a fevere and ftri& Education,
Oar Father fled up their Daughters Looks in Bafh-
fulnefs and I-‘c;n-, we ours in Confidence and Aflurance,
We underftand nothi ing of the Matter. We mutt leave
it to the Sarmates, lut.t are not to lie with a MJ.:?, till
with their own l:,,.ms they have firft killed unon‘tr in
Battle. - For me who have no other Title left me to thefe
Things, but 1 by the Cares; ’tis fufficient, if ALLOidmg to
the Pi I‘.-iL:’t'{, of my Age, they retain me for one of their
Counfel. [ do lmu :h.‘\lfL them, and as Men tuo, to
Abitinence ; but if the Age we live in will not endureit,
at leaft, Modeft y .m.I Difcretion.. For as the Story of
A:*Je'*fﬁm {ays, ip aking to two young Men, who blufh'd
to icc him go into a fcandalous Houfe ; the Vice is in not
01‘1 ng out, not in going in. Let her that has no Care
£ her Confcie nce, have yet fome Regard to her Repu-
'rtif;u ; and though fhe be rotten within, let her carry a
ir outfide at lealt. I commend a Gradation, and the
eferring of Time in their beftow ing of Favours. Plats
decla ires, that in all Sorts of Love, Facilit y and Prompt-
nefs are forbidden the Defendant.”Tis 2 Sign of f.hgemtfb,
{5 rafh ij', fuddenly, and Hand over l'iu;id wholly to fur-
render themfelves, which th cy ought to difguife with all
t.ﬂL
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the Art they have. - In carrying themfelves with Mo-
defty and Reluétance in granting their laft Favours, they
much more allure our Defires, and hide theirown. Let
them ftill fly before us, even thofe who have moft mind
to be overtaken. The ey conquer more {urely by flying,
as the Seythians do. To {: |y the T'ruth, dc(‘m'dmw to the
Law that Natare has impos’d upon them, it is not pro-
perly for them either to will or defire ; their Part is to
iLH'L,I', confent, and obey : and for this it is, that Nature
has given them a perpetual Capacity, siliichainns s but
fometimes and uncertain ; they are always fit for the
Encounter, that they may be always ready when we are
fo. Patinate ¥. And whereas the has order’d that our
APPEIIEE‘S fhall bc manifeft by a prominent Demonfira-
tion, fhe would have theirs to be hidden and conceal’d
w;thm; and has furnifh’d them with Parts im nproper for
Oftentation, and fimply defenfive. buch I I‘OCCCUH;EC as
this that follows, muft be left to the Amazonian Licenfe.
Alexander marching his Army through Mox :
: : exandes
Hyrcania, Thaleflris Queenof the dma- Thalsfiris
zons, came with Three Hundred light o i
Horfe of her own Sex, well-mounted and arm’d, havin
left the Remainder of a very great Army that follow'd
her behind the neighb’ring Mountain, to give him a
Vifit ; where fhe Pub ickly allew’d, and in ui..n‘ Terms
told him, that the Fame of his Valour and Viétories had
brought her thither to fee h ,m, and to make him an
Offer of her Forces to aflift him in the Purfuit of his En-
terprifes 5 and that ﬁ c.mg him {o handfom, young,
and vigorous, the, who was alfo pq**?:& in all thofe Qua-
lities, advis’d that they might lie tog&nel ;D t“c Lnd
that from the moft valianc Woman of the Wor d, an d
the braveft Man then living, there might ipm,g fome
great and wonderful Iffue for the Time to come. Alex-
ander return’d her Thanks for all the reft ; but to give
leifure for the Accomplithment of her laft Demand, he
detain’d her thirteen Dd}a in that Place, which were
{pent in Royal Feafting and Jollity, for the Welcome of
fo noble a P,-wrc;‘} We are '11111011: throucTh ut incom-
petent and anmt Judges of their Aétions, as they are

and

¥ Seneca in Epiff.
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of ours, I Lo:'*L{l tlm ['ruth when it makes againft me,
as well as when ’tis on my fide. - *Tis an “]:‘DH 1111b1c
.in-c.npf-'r.:nw tha t puthes them on fo often to ch: ange,
and that hinders them to limit their Affeétion to any one
Perfon whatever ; as is evident in that Godds /s, to whom
are attributed 1any Changes, and {o many {everal
t ‘ns true withal, that Love is contrary
to iL’:‘- oWl f~'.'1t1'.rf‘ if' it be not violent, and r_h_ﬂt Violence
1t’s Nature if it be conftant. And they
"".-:1-3.'3:', exclaim, and keep {ucha Clat
es of this Frailty of theirs, asuns
> be believ'd ; how comes it to pafs
f I are themfelves ‘T'li]"'
nent or Mira c']‘,('} 411

renture Iﬂ more {tra

{o
B

x pam o T
Lagmorals’s.

s
e

7.3 -
.r.',_ 0 £ ! ]‘\ nct a lime-

affion. If there beno
'1-’ Ambition, thereis
ftill lives after Satiety,
u conftant Satisfation
oes beyond iL s Pofleffion : ‘and by that
Titvilioncy pips in:m: Inconilancy pcrhnm is in fome
' iort more pardonable in them than in us.
They may p{m.i as well as we the In-
clination toVari iety and Novelty, in com-
mon to us both, And fecondly, without wus, that they
Andreas bansts Puy a Pigin a Poak. Foan, Quen

NAreas be g d it = ~ 1 o, I o~ i
PR ples, caufed her firft Hufband A
j ;JJ“lj P i)

.I. .r.-lr
_{(}.‘111,

'\1 31.1
doubtlels no more in Defir
an

e. T

id "tis impoffible to pref
] P

O 4, it ever

| TR e
donable in Wo-
MmeR,

of |
dreas to be hang’d at the Bars of her
Window in a Halter of Gold and Silk,
\‘.'-"‘»'L-‘W w"h her own H:mu. becaufe
I ‘.i."su‘ldl'll l Performances, the
yund his Parts nor Abilities
conceiv’d from his Sta-
vs by which fhe had been
‘T'here is more Pains required in
:'L:ﬁ'::rr:'-:*_g; and fo ”1:“\; are on their Part
ways at i“ﬂi provided: for wnm ity, whereas on our
Part it may fall out otherwife. For this Reafon it was

Misi Bt 25 Plato wifely made a Law, thatbe-
4 T s s 10€, to determine of the Fit-
Ll LOrgrEg Lvigr-

he Perfons, the Judges fhould

- f-L:Lr:
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Upon [ome Verfes of Virgil. 121

{ee the young Men who pretended to it, firip’d ftark
naked, and the Women but to the Girdle only. When
they come to try us, they do not perhaps think us wor-
thy of their Choice.

Experta latus madidoque Sfimillima loro
Inouina, nec lafla flare coalta manu,
’ J
Deferit imbelles thalamos e

"Tis not enough that a Man’s Will be good, Weaknefs
and Infufficiency lawfully break a Marriage.

Et querendum aliunde foret neraofius illud,
Quod pojfet Zonam Jolvere wirgineam .

why not, and according to her own fcantling, and amo-
rous Intelligence, more bold and ative ?

Si blands nequeat fupereffe labori §.

If Strength they want Love’s Tafk to undergo.
But is it not a great Impudence to offer
our Imperfeftions and Imbecillities, O/ Men's Love
where.we defire to pleafe, and leave a feeble and im-
good Opinion and Efteem of ourfelves?  perfed,

For the little that I am able to do now,

ad unum

Mollis opus ey W
One Bout a Night.

I would not trouble 2 Woman that I am te reverence
and fear.

-fuge fufpicari,
Cujus undenum trepidavit ztas

claudere luftrum +1.

* Mart, L7, Epig. 57. + Catullus. T Virg. Geor. 1 3.
*® Horace, Epod, 17, Tt Hor. lib. 2. Ode 4.
{fufpedt
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fufpeét not him,
On whofe Love’s Wildfire Age doth throw
It cooliug Snow *

Nature thould fatisfy herfelf in having rendred Age mi.
ferable, without rendering it ridiculous too. I hate t
fee it, for one poor Inch of pitiful Vigour, which comes
upon it but thrice a Week, to ftrat, and fet out itflf
with as much Eagernefs as if it could do mighty Feats,
a true Flame of Flax; and wonder to fee it {o boil and
bubble, at a time when it is {o congeal’d and ex "'-gui‘h’d
This ‘}n“mt‘ ought not to 2 ﬂpputmr1 to any thing lut
the Flower of beauatiful Youth. Truft not to it, btmuia
you fee it {econds that indefatigable, full, conftant, and
magnanimous Ardour that is i you, for it will \u“tmip'
Jeave you in the lurch at your greateft need; but m
ther return it to fome tender, bafhful, and i ignorant Boy,

who yet trembles at the Rod, and blufhes,

Tonelum Janguineo ve oluti wislaverit ofire
Si quis ebur, wel Mf'd rubent ubi lilia mulla

;J;(m: 7 LHJ:E —r— T.

Sa Iudian Ivory fireak’d with Crimfon fhows,
Or Lilies white mix’d with the Damafk Rofe.

who can ftay ’ull the Morning without dying for Shame
to behold the Difdain of the fair Eyes of her who knos
{o well his fumbling Impertinence ;

Et taciti fecere tamen convitia vultus Il

and though fhe nothing fay,
How i1l fhe 11\.” my Work her Looks bLtraV

he neyer had the Satisfattion and the Glory of having
battled them ’till they were weary, with the vigorous
Puiurmunc:, of one humc!; Night. When I have ob-

—— - = s e wa

* .‘_m ]{un 1:1 F: '1"]! aw. + Eneid, lib. 12.
| Cwid. dm, L 1. E:’rﬂg", 7B
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Upon Jome Verfes of Virgil. 123

ferv’d any one to be troubled with me, I have prefently
accus’d her Levity ; buthave been in doubt if I had not
Reafon rather to complain of Narure ; fhe has doubtlefs
ufed me very uncivilly and unkindly,

Si non longa fatis, fi non bene mentula crafja :
Nemirum [apiunt, videntque parwam
Matrone quoque mentulam illibenter .

and done me a moft irreparable Injury. Every Mem-
ber I have, as much one as another, is equally my own,

and no other does more properly make me a Man than
this. I univerfally owe my entire Pi¢ture to the Pub-
lick. The Wifdom of my TInftru&ion whol Hy confifts in
Liberty, and naked T'ruth ; difdaining to introduce thefe
little, feign’d, common, and provincial Rules, into the
Catalogue of it’s real Duties, all ‘natural, general, and
conftant ; of which Ciwility and Ceremony are Dwguters
indeed, but illegitimate. 'We are fure to have the Vices
of Appearance when we fhould have had thofe of Effence.
When we have done with thefe, we run full drive upon
others, if we find it muft be fo. For there is Danger
that we fhall fancy new Offices, to excufe our Negli-
gence towards the natural ones, :Lnd to confound them.
That this is {o, it is manifeft, that in Places where the
Faults are Witcherafts, the Witcherafts are but Fawlts.
That in Nations where the Laws of Decency are moit
rare and moft remifs, the primitive Laws of common
Reafon are better obferved : the innumerable Multitude
of fo many Duties ftifling and dif} ipating  our Induflry
and Care. The Application of our {elves to light and
trivial Things, diverts us from thofe that are neuﬂary
and juft. Oh, that thefe fuperficial Men t Ix\. an eafy
and plaufible ‘ww in comparifon of curs! Thefe are
Shadows wherewith we palliate and pay one another ;
but we do not pay, but inflame the Reckoning toward

that great Judge, who tucks up our J” .03 AN = Tatters
above our thameful Parts, and is not nice to view us all
over, even to our inmoft and moit fccret Nudities - it
were an ufeful Decency of our maidenly Modefty, could

“ Martial.

it

W
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it keep him from this Difcovery. In fine, w hoeves
could reclaim Man from fo f{.ll’hdlmh a verbal Supe]-
ftition, would do the World no great Differvice. Qy
Life is divided betwixt Foll ly and Prudence. W hoever
“III write but what is reverend and canonical, will

ave above the one half behind. I do not excufe {TH:[H-
to my {felf ; and if I did, it thould rather be for my Ex.
cufes that I would excufe rn‘,'fdf than for any othe
Fault. I excufe myfelf of certain Humours, w hich]
think more ftrong in Namber than thofe that are on py
fide. ' In confideration of which, I will farther fay thi
{for I defire to pleafe every one, though it will be har
todos ¢ unum bominem accommodatum ad tantam m,
FUum ac ﬁ‘rmafmm &S woluntatum m'r:?zsfﬂ*cm) that t1e.r
ought not to condemn me for; what I make Authorities
recen’d and approv ’d of by many Ages, to utter ; 'Ln~
that there is no Reafon that for want offuu;;; ¢ they fhould
refufe me the Lmuty they allow even to Churchmen o
our Nation and Time, of which here are two, and f
the brifkeft amongit them ;

Rimula, difpeream, ni monogramma tua eff ¥,
Un «vit damy la contente, G bien traitte+.

befides how many others. ' I .love Modefty, and tis not
out of Ju 1rrn*e*1t ‘that I have chofen thn icvm,u!,\m Way
of 113u~Pu ng ; "tis Nature that has chofen it for me: [

Apas

r\,{?onmm;,d it not, no more than other F Ormis j_]'lL are

contrary to common Cuftom : But E'm ufe it, andby
Circumftances both genera 1 patti cula , allewiats L
Accufation. Buat to proceed m whence alfo can that
Ufurp ation of '::rh\ .1gn ‘.,um:n:'z;'}-' you t“" upen you
over the Women, who favour you at their own f‘:LXEJL']'le‘_\

Si fartiva aedit nIFra munK/cala noiie !!_
7 & d il

If in the Silence of the Night,
She has '1*Frn1*itti ftoPn Delight.
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Upon fome Verfes of Vitgil. 125

fo that you prefently affume the Interefts, Coldnefs and
Authority of a Hufband ; from whence I afk; can 1t be
derivid? ’Tis a free Contra&t. Why do you not then
begin, as you intend to hold on ? T'here is no Prefcrip-
tion upon voluntary Things. "Tis againft the Form ; but
it is true withal, that I in my time have carried on thtis
Intrigue as much as the Nature of it would permit, as
confcientioufly, and with as. much Colour of Juftice, as
any other Contra&t whatever; and that 1 never pre-
tended other Affection than what I really had, and have
traly acquainted them with the Declination, Vigour, and
Birth of the fame, and Fits and Intermiffions: a Man
does not always hold on at'the fame o = 4 5 .
Rate. I have been fo fparing of my . pp o 'r o,
Promifes, that I think I have been o G
better than my Word. They have found me faithful to
their Inconftancy, even to a profefs'd, and fometimes 2
multiplied Inconftancy. I never broke with them whilft
I had any Hold at all, and what Occafion foever, they
have given me, never broke with them to Hatred or
Contempt. For fuch Privacies; though obtain’d’ upon
never fo fcandalous Terms, do yet oblige to fome Good-
will. I have fometimes, upon their Tricks and Evafions,
difcovered a little indifcreet Anger and Impatience; for
Iam natorally fubjet to rath Emotions, which though
light and fhort, even fpoil my Market. Would they
freely have confulted my Judgment, I {hould not have
fluck to have given them fharp and paternal Counfels,
and to have pinch’d them to the Quick. If I have left
them any Caufe to complain of me, ’tis rather to have
found in me; in “‘comparifon of the modern Cuftom, a
Love foolithly confcientious, than any Thing elle. 1
have kept my Word in Things wherein I might eafily
have been difpenfed ; they then fometimes furrendred
themfelves with Reputation, and upon Articles that they
were willing encugh fhould be broken by the Congue-
ror. I have more than-once made Pleafure init’s greateft
Effort firike to the Intereft of their Humour ; and where
Reafon importun’d me, have arm’d them againft myfelfs
{o that they order’d their Affairs more decently and fe-
curely by my Rales, when' they frankly. referr’d them-
felves to them, than they would have done by their own.
I have
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I have ever, as much as I could, wholly taken upon my.
felf alone the Hazard of our Aflignations to acquit them,
and have always contriv’'d our Meetings after the hardef
and moft unufual Manner, as lefs {ufpetted, and more.
over, in my Opinion, more acceflible. They are chiefly
more open, where they think they are the moft fecum,
fhut. Things leaft fear’d arelefs interdiéted and obfery'd
One may more boldly dare what no Body thinks yoy
dare, W hich by the Difficulty becomes eafy. Never had
any Man his Approaches more 1:11pertmem1v genital;

this way of Loving is more according to my Difcipline;
but how ridiculous and ineffeftual to our People, who
better know than I? yet I thall not repent me of it [
have nothing there more to lofe.

me tabula facer
Votiva paries, indicat uvida
‘Sf‘f@f’”d&’fg _lz‘-aj'f?.’f‘l .
Peflimenta Maris Deo *.

For me, my votive Table {hows

That I have hang’d up my wet Clothes
Upon the Temple Wall
Of Sea’s great Admiral -

*Tis now my Time to {peak out. = But I might perhap
fay, as another would do. Thou tachﬂ: idly, my Friend,
the Love of thy Time has little Commerce with Faith

and Integrity.

Heee fi tu poftaies
Ratione certa facere, nibilo plus* agas,
Quam fi des operam, ut cum ratione infanias ||.

Thefe Things if thou wilt undertake,
By Reafon, permanent to make 3
This will be all thou’lt get by it,
Wifely to run out of thy Wit.

¥ Hor.lib.1. Ode 3. + 8ir Rich. Fanfhaw.
| Terent. Eun. AZ.1. Scen. 1.
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On the contrary zlll'b, if .it were for me to begin again
in earneft, it fhould be by the {ame Method, and the
{fame Progrefs, how f'l'u.u_'.r. foever it might prove. Folly
and Ignorance are commendable in 2n incommendable
A&ion. T'he farther I go from their Humour in this,
I approach’fo much nearer to my own. As to the reft,
in this Traffick, I would not fuffer my{elf to be totally
carried away; I would pleafe myfelf in it, but would
not forget mvieh withal : I would keep the little Senfe
and Dﬁuhtlou, that Nature has given me, intire for their
Service and my own : a little Emotion; but no Dotage.
My Confcience fhould alfo be engaged in it, even to De-
bauch and Diffolution ; but never j"m far as to Ingrati-
tude, T'reachery, Malice "nm Craelty. I would not pur-
chafe the Pleafure of this Vice at any Rate, but content
myfelf with it’s proper and fingle Expence.  Nulfum in-
tra fe vitium eff, Nothing is a Vice in itfelf. 1 almoft
equally hate a ftupid and flothful Lazinefs, as T do a toil-
fom and painful I"f',mponant ; the cne pinches, the
other lays ‘me afleep. I like Wounds as well as Bruifes,
and Cuts as well as dry Blows. I found in this Com-
merce, when I was the moft able for it, a jult Mode-

ration betwixt thefe Extremes. Love isa fpright] :, Irvel'f,
""f] gay Agitation. * I was neithet troubled nor afliéted
with it, but h:..m\’ and moreover difordered ; a2 Man

(7, ]

muft ﬂon there ¢ ts no-body but Fools. A young
"uLn {k’d the l-‘l':' pher Pan if 1t wa '::,‘CO'IUE‘JQ;
|I| ll L \I :1 tf" [ ; : i i:.l’..'- ;.\ .: _.fA £ .I. I’fl-..‘.l.- ‘L I —| J‘ I ; 2‘} a"

anfwer'd he, ;‘f-.'f let not thou and 1, avho are not fo, en-
gage ourfelves /rf Sirring and wiolent an Affair, that
awill flawe us to others, arnd render us ontemip: tible a'a our=
Jelves. - He faid true ; that we are not to intruft a Thing
fo pr‘*cw.Lum in jtfelf, to a Soul that has fiot where-
withal to withftand it’s Affavlts, and difprove the Saying
of 4g :f’wr that Prudence '1‘“{1 L.:‘."_' cannot live tPﬁCLnu
"Tis 2 vain Employment, ’tis troe ; mﬂme it, ih.mcfu
and unlawful ; but to''carry ‘it on after this manner, i
look upon it as wholefort and proper to enliven a
drowf{y Soul, and to rouze yp a heavy Body. "And a5
an experienc’d Phyfician, T would prefcribe it to a2 Man
of my Form and ‘Condition, as {oon as any other Recipe
whatever, to rouze and Iuep him m Vigour'ull weil
Yor. JH { : advaric’d
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advanc’d in Years, and to defer the*Approaches of Age,
whilft we are but in the Suburbs, and that the Pulfe yet
beats.

Dum nova canities, dum prima & refa [feneflus,

Dum fupereft Lachefi quod torqueat, & pedibus me

Porte Meis, nullo dextram fubeunte bacillo *

Whilft Age ftrait-fhouldred hath fame Youth in it,
Whilft my Hair’s grey, whilft there’s left a Remnan
For Lackefis to {pin, whilt I walk on

My own Legs need no Staff to lean upon .

We have need to be trink’d up and lidcled by fome fuch
nipping Incitation as this. Do but obferve what Youth,
Vigour, and Gaiety it infpir'd dnacreon withal. And
Socrates, who was then older than I, {peaking of an
ﬂmom*}: Object, Leaning, 1 {aid he, my Shoulder to b
Shoulder, aud my Head to bers, as ave wvere ?E‘t‘JﬂE I
gether in a Book, I felt, without diffembling, a fudden
Sting in my Shoulder, like the Biting of a Flea, whichl
SHlL felt above frve D:* 5 after, and a continual Itching
crept into my Heart. What ! only an accidental Touch,
and of a Shoulder, to heat and alter a Soul morti ﬁt‘c
and enervated by lgL, and the fri¢telt Liver of all Man.
kind! And pray why not? Secrates was a Man, and
would neither be nor be like any other Thing. Phile
faphy does not contend againft natural P 1\=."tfl.1r-sfG provided
they be moderate : and only preaches Moderation, not
AT 5 a total Abftinence. The Power of Re-
Natural Plea- Flancass s alov'd noainl thaie

fures allow'd if iftance is employ’d againit thofe that
il are adulterate, and introduc’d by Inno:
vation. Philsfophy fays, that the Ap-

petites of the Body ought not to be augmented by the
Mind ; and mULnuouﬂv warns us not to ftir up Hunger
by Saturity, not to ftuff inftead of filling the Belly, to
avoid all Frujtion that may bring us to nﬂnt and all
Meats and Drinks that procure Thirft and Hungcr + As
fhe does in the Service of Love, fhe there prefcribes us
to take fuch an Objeft as may only fimply fatisfy the
Body’s real Need, and may not ftir the Soul, which ought
only barely to follow and affift the Body, without mix-

* Fuven. Sat. 3. 1 §ir Robert Stapleton.
3 mng
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Upon  fome Verfes of Virgil. 129

ifig in the Affair. But have I not reafon to believe, that
thefe Precepts, which neverthelefs, in my Ogpinion, are
elfewhere very fevere, are ouly directed to a Body in it’s
beft, and beft performing Plight: and that in a Body
broken with Age, asin a weak Stomach, ’tis excufable
to warm and {upport it by Art, and by the Mediation
of the Fancy, to reftore the Appetite, and Chearfulnefs
it has Ioft in itfelf. © May we not fay, that there is no-
thing in us during this :earthly Prifon, that is purely
cither corporeal or fpiritual ; and that we injurioufly
break up a Man alive ; and that it feems but reafonable
that we fhould carry ourfelves as favourable, at leaft a
gainlt the Ufe of Pleafure, as we do againft that of Pain ?
It was (for Example) vehement even to Perfe@ion in the
Souls of the Saints by Repentance : The Body had there
naturally a Share by the Right of Union, and yet might
have but little Part in the Caufe; and yet are they not
contented that itifhould barely follow, and aflift the af-
flifted Soul.  ‘They have afflicted it by itfelf, with grie-
vous and peculiar Torments, to the End, that by Emu-
lation of one another, the Soul and Body might plunge
Man into Mifery, by fo much more falutiferous, as it
1s more painful and fevere. In like manner, is it not
Injuftice in bodily Pleafures ; to fubdue and keep under
the Soul, and fay, that it muft therein be dragg’d along,
as to fome enforc’d and fervile Obligation and Necefiity ?
‘[is rather her Part to botch and cherith them, there to
prefent herfelf and to invite them, the Authority of Ru-
ling belonging to her ; as it is alfo her Part, in my Opi-
nion, in Pleafures that are proper to her, to infpire and
itfufe into the Body all the Feeling and Senfe it is capa-
ble of, and to ftudy how to make it pleafant and ufe-
ful to it. For it is good Reajon, as they fay, that the
Body fhould not purfue it’s Appetites'to the Prejudice of
the Mind ; but why it is not alfe reafon that the Mind
fhould not purfue hers to the Prejudice of the Body? I
have no other Paffion to keep me in Breath. What Ava.
rice;- Ambition, Quarrels and Suits' do to others, who,
like me, have no particular Vocation, Love would make
more commodioully do; it would reftore to me Vioi-
lancy, Sobriety, a genteel Deportment, and the Care of
my Perfon. It fliould re-affure my Countenance, that

2 thefe
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thefe four Looks, thofe deform’d and to be pitied four
Looks of old Age, might not itep in to-dilgrace it; would
aga 1in put me upon {ound and wife Studies, by which [
mig ht render myfelf more lov'd and LL.: em’d, clearing
my 1\.’111 d of the lJ::‘p..,r of itfelf, and of it’s Ufe, and re-
din itegrate it to itfelf ; would divert me from a thoufand
troublefom Thoughts, and a thoufand melancholick
Humours, that Idlenefs and the ill Poftore of our Health
loads us withal at {uch an Age ; would warm again, in
Dreams at leaft, the Blood that Nature has given over;
will hold up the Chin, and a little u.LLh out the
Nerves, the Vigour and Gaiety of Life 0!' that poor Man,
who 1s going full drive toward his Ruin. Buc I very
well mmuh. nd that it 1s 2 Commodity very hard to re

cover : By Weaknefs and long Experience our Tafte i
become more delicate and nice: We ask moft, when we
bring leaft ; and will have the moft Choice, when we
leaft deferve to be accepted : and knowing ourfelves for
what we are, we are lefs confident and more diftruftfol
Nothing can affure us of being bc]ov d, confidering our

Lonu.t.un and theirs : I am out of (,onntenmu, to: fee
myfelt in Company with thefe young wanton Creature,

Caujus in indomito cor ;rfre:ufm; mgmm“ nEFVUS,
Quam nova collibus arbor inberet *.

To what end fhould we goand infinuate our Mifery with
their gay and -}'p:'ig?ul_',' Humour.

o ffint ut juvenes v ;me ferwidi,
Multo non f.w rifue,

Du’aﬁfam i cineres face'w I

That Youth inflamed may behold,
Not without Laughter, and much Scorn,
A burning Torch to Afhes worn ||.

They have Strength and Reafon on their fide, let us gn&
way, we are beftable to make good our Ground.  And

¥ Horat. E-p&rz’. 12. 'f‘ ff::;‘m‘a", /. 4+ Ode 13,
| Si». Thomas Hawkins,
thele
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thefe Bloffoms of {pringing Beauty fuffer not themfelves
to be handled by fuch benumb’d Hands, nor be dealt
with by meer material Means. For, as the old Philo-
fopher anfwer’d one that jeer’d him, b\,C:i'LliL. he could
not g;’lm the Favour of a young Girl he made love to,
Friend, the Hook awill m!ﬁ ick in fuch foft Cheefe. It 1s
@ Commerce that requires Relation and Correfpondence :
The other Pleafures we receive may be acknowledg’d
by Recompences of another Nature : But this is not to be
pud but with the fame Kind of Coin. In earneft, in
this Sport, the Pleafure I give does more tickle my Ima-
gin: m{m, than that they give me. Now, as he has no-
L}rllnﬂ of Generofity in him that can receive a Courtefy
where he confers none, it muft needs be a mean Soul that
will owe all,and can 1:@ contented to maintain a Friend-
fhip with Per{ons to whom heis a continual Charge.

There is no Beauty, Favour, nor Privacy fo r:":qulﬁtc

that a gallant Man ought to defire at this Rate. If they
only can be kind to usout of Pity, I had much rather
die than live upon Charity. I would have right to ask
in the Stile that [ faw fome beg in Ztaly, Faite bien pour
woi, Do good to yourfelf 5 and after the manner that Cyras
exhorted his Soldiers, Who lowves me, folloaww me. Con-
{fort yourfelf (fome one will {fay to me) with Women of
your own Lumirlon whom, the Company of one of the
fame Age will rendcr more ealy to your Defire. O ri-
diculous and ftupid Compofition !

nolo
Barbam ewellere mortuo Leoni *.

Rouze not a {leeping Lionefs.

Xenophon lays it for an Objeftion, and an Accufation a-
gainlt Menon, that he never made Love to any but old
Women : For my part; I will take more Pleafure in
fecing only the juft and fweet Mixture of two young Beau-
ties ; or only to meditate on it in my Fancy, than to be
myfelf an A&or in the fecond with a deform’d old Crea-
ture. I leave that fantaftick Appetite to the Emperor

* Mart. 1. 7. Epigr. 9o,
| 3 Galba
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Galba, that was only for old curry’d Fleth : And to thie
poor Wretch,

O, rgo Dii faciant talem te cernere poffin,
( .'.f_'-.-z;'r?jw.-f mutatis ofcula ferre comis,
Av;;!;‘::?igw Zels corpus non pingue lacertis *,

O would to Heaven that T might thee fee,
To kifs thofe Locks, grey with Antiquity,
And thy lank wither’d Body to embrace.

And amongft the Deformities, I reckon
forc’d and artificial Beauties. Emonex,
a young Courtezan of Chios, thinking by
fine Drefling to acquire the Beauty that

Painted Beau-
ties reckoned a-
mong i Defar-

mities. - -
2 Nature had deny’d her, came to the
Philofopher Arcefijans, and ask’d him, If it was pofiible

for a wife Man to be in Love : Yes, replied he, provided
it be not with a faded and adulterated Beauty, like thine.
The Deformity of a confefs’d Antiquity, is not to me fo
defpifable and naufeous, as anotherthat is polifh’d and
plaifter’d up, fhall I fpeak it without
Love is in fis the Danger of h:l:w.ng my Throat cut?
Toicns . Love, in my Opinion, is not properly

and naturally in i’s Seafon, but in the
Age next to Childhood.

At awvbat Aoe

Quem [fi puellarum infereres choro,
Mille fagaces falleret, hofpites,
Diferimen obfeurum, Jolatis

s 7 i
Crinibus, ampiguoque vulty .

Whom fhould you, with dithevel’d Hair,
And that ambiguous Face, bring in
Amongft the Chorus of the Fair,
He would deceive the fubtleft there,
So {mooth, fo rofy is his Skin.

Nor Beauty neither. For whereas Homer extends it fo
far as to the Budding of the Chin; Plato himfelf has ob-

* Quid. Trifl. T Horace, 4. 2, Ode 5.
{erv'd
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ferv'd it for rare. And the Reafon why the Sophift Dion
called the firft appearing Hairs of Adolefcence, Ariffo-
gitons, and Harmodi, is {ufficiently known. I find itin
Virility already, in fome Sort, alittle out of Date,
though not {o much as in old Age.

Importunus enim tranfuolat aridas
Duercus *.

Love, reftlefs, with quick Motion flies
From wither'd Oaks.

And Margaret, Queen of Nawvarre, like a Woman, does
very far extend the Advantage of Women, ordaining,
that it is Time at thirty Years old, to convert the Title
of fair into that of good. The fhorter Authority we
give him over our Lives, *tis fo much the better for us.
Do but obferve his Comportment; ’tis a beardlefs Boy,
that knows not how they proceed in his School, contrary
to all Order: Study, Exercife, and Cuftom, are Ways
for- Infufficiency to proceed by. There Novices rule.
Amor ordinem nefcit, Love knows mo. Order +. Doubt-
lefs his Conduét is much more graceful, when mix’d
with Inadvertency and Trouble : Mifcarriages and ill
Succefles give him Appetite and Grace, provided it be
fharp and eager, “tis no great matter whether it be pru-
dent or no. Do but obferve how he goes reeling, trip-
ping and playing: You put him in the Stocks when
you guide him by Art and Wifdom, and he, is reftrain’d
of his divine Liberty, when put into thofe hairy and
callous Clutches. As to the Reft, I oft hear them fet out
this Intelligence, as entirely {piritual, and difdain to put
the Interell, the Senfes there have, into Confideration.
Every Thing there ferves Turn, but I can fay, that I
have often feen, that we have excufed the Weaknefs of
their Underftandings, in Favour of their outward Beauty ;
but have never feen, that in Favour of a Mind, how
mature'and well-difpofed foever, any one would lend a
Hand to fupport a Body that was never fo little decay’d.
Why dozs not fome one make an Attempt to make that
* Horace 1. 4. Ode 13. + D. Hieron.

I4 noble
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noble Socratical Contraét and Unioni of the Body to the
Soul, purchafing a philofophical and fpiritual Intelligencs
and Generation at the Pricé of his T high

—

s, which is the

higheft Price it canamount to ? Plzto ordains in his Lagwg,
hat he who has perform’d any fignal and f!.dv;ant:‘:gccu;

xploit in War, may not be refus'd during the whole
Expedition, his Age or Deformity notwithitanding, g
Kifs or any other amorous Favour, from any whatever,
What he thinks to be fo jult in Recommendation of mi-
Iitary Valour, why may it not be the fame in Recom-
mendation of any other good Quality ? And why does not
fome Women take 2 Fancy to prepoflefs over her Compa.
nions the Glory of this chafte Love 2 I may well fay chaft

&

7 % -
.r,g,?ﬁ,’.ﬁ quanaa aa ‘;.":.J‘(.-‘_.“.";'.'.’i’_ entum ‘ry}!’
Ut quondam in [
.!T{!L'.:?‘if,?:’g,‘,; jfl.'z“ e

ulis mapnus fine wiribus ignis
&3 (<9

For when to join Love’s Battle they engage,
Like Fire in Straw, they fondly fpend their Rage 1,

The Vices that are ftifled in the Thought are not the
worll. To conclude this notable Commentary, which
has efcap’d from me in a Torrent of Babble, a Torren
fometimes impetuous and offenfive.

Ut miffum fponfi furtivo munere malum,

Preecurrit caflo Virginis ¢ o7emio
QDuod mifere oblite molli fub weffe locatum,

Dum adventu matris profilit excutitur,
Atque illud prons preceps agitur decurfa,

Huic manat trifl; confcius are rubor i,
As a fair Apple by a Lover fent
T'o’s Miftrefs, for a private Compliment,
Does tumble from the rofy Virgin’s Lap,
Where fhe had quite forgot it by mifhap ;
When ftarting at her Mother’s coming in,
It is dropt out her Garments from between,
And rolls over the Floor before her Eyes,
A guilty Blufh her fair Complexion dies.

® Virg. Geor. |. ke Ogilby, T Catullus.
I fay
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Of Coaches. 135

1 fay that Males and Females are caft in the fame Mould,
and that, Education and Cuftom excepted, the Difference
is not great : Plato indifferently invites both the one and
the other to the Society of all Studies, Exercifes and
Commands, Military and Civil in the Commonwealth ;
and the Philofopher Antifibenes took away all Diftinétion
between their Virtue and ours. It is much more eafy to
accufe one Sex than to excufe the other. ’Tis accm‘ding
to the Proverb, X/ may Vice correst Sin.

CiH AcBs 0\
Of Coaches.

T is no difficult Matter to prove, that when great

Authors write of Caufes, they not only make ufe of
thofe they think to be the true Caufes indeed, but alfo of
fuch as they believe are not {o, provided their Works
may be illuftrated with the Beauty of Invention. They
fpeak true, and ufefully enough, if it be ingenioufly.
We cannot make ourfelves fure of the fupreme Caufe,
and therefore clutter a great many together, to fee if it
may not accidentally be amongft them,

namque unam dicere caufam,
Noz fatis eff, werum plures unde una tamen fit *.

And thus my Mufe a Store of Caufes brings ;
For here, as in a thoufand other Things,
Tho' by one fingle Caufe th’Effe& is done,
Yet fince ’tis hid, a thoufand muft be fhown,
That we may furely hit that fingle one.

* Lucretius, lib. 6, + M. Creech.
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