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Con‘lpnﬁtion that T would 2as w‘l'.:'nf-;y be '“rP is
aife 5 and had rather owe my Su ccefles purely to the
Favour of Almighty God, than to any Induftry or Ope.
ration of my own, 1 had fufficiently rnb]ﬂl*ul to the
World ‘my Unfitnels for fuch Pl]’.l](‘n Cilices ; hutf
have {(,mtthmﬂr n me yct worfe than ]'“c“}* 1city ; which
is, that I am not much dLipledlui at it, and that [
not much go about to cure it, confid ““1% the Courfe of
Life that I have propofed to myfelf.  Neither have [
{atished mylelf in this E nu*]mrmt:lt but I have very
near ’ll'ltL] at what I BX}JtLth from my own Perfor
mance, and have yet much furpafled what 1 promifed
them with whom I had to do: For I am apt to pn.
mife fomething lefs than what I am able to do, and
than what I am able to make good. I affure myfelf
that [ have left no Impreflions of Ui'feuce cr Hatred be.
hind me, and to leave a Regret or Defire of me amang ol
them. I at leaft know very well that I did never much

affect it.

e s16118 htic confidere monfiro,
Méne falis placidi vultum, fluctufque quietos
denorare ™ ?

Wouldft thou I fhould a quiet Sea believe,
T'o this inconftant Monfter Credit give 1 ?

CaFeda P,
Of Cripples.

) IS now two or three Years ago

that they made the Years te
' Days fhorter in Framce, How many
Changes may we expet fhould follow this Reformation!
L 'his was properly removing Heaven and Earth at once

¥ Viroil Aneid. |, o + Mr: Ogilby.

The Year cut ten
Da;.'.; _,{f;'m'z‘..rr.
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Of Cripples. 191

and yet nothing for all that firs from it’s Place : My
Neighbours ftill find their Seafons of Sowing and Reap-
ing, the Opportunities of doing their Bufinels, with the
hortfal and propitious Days, juft at the {ame Time,
where they had T'ime out of Mind affigned them. There
was no more Error perceived in our old Cultom, than
there 1s Amendment found in this new Alteration. So
areat an Uncertainty there is throughout ; fo grofs, ob-
fcure and dull is our Underftanding.. "Tis faid, that this
Rtg-_llzltion might have been carried on with lefs Incon-
seniency, by fubtra@ing, according. to the Example of
Auguflus, the Biffextile, which is in {ome fort a Day
of Trouble, ‘till weé had exaltly fatishied that Debt ;
which is. not performed neither by. this Corretion, and
ye yet remain {fome Days in Arrear: And yet by the
fime means fuch Order might be taken for the future,
ordcring, T'hat after the Revoluation of fuch a Year, or
fich a Number of Years, the {fupernumerary Day might
bealways thrown out, fo that we could not henceforward
grabove four and twenty Hours in.our Computation.: We
have no other Account of Time but:Years; the World
les for many Ages made ufe of that only, and yet it is a
Meafure that to this Day we are not agreed upon ; fuch
an one, that we ftill doubt what Form other Natious
lave varioufly given to it, and what was the true Ufe
of it. What does this Saying of fome mean, That the
Hamvens, in growing old, bow themfelves doavn mearer
lnwards us, and put us to an Uncertainty even of Hours
ad Days 2 And that which Plutarch fays of the
Months, That Afirology bad not, in bis Time, determined
toe Motion of the Moon ? So, what a fine Condition are
we in to keep Records of Things patt! I was jult now
rminating, as I often do, upon this, what a free and
wving Thing human Judgment is. T ordinanly fee,
that Men, in Things propofed to them, more willingly
fudy to find out the Reafon than to find out the Truth :
They flip over Prefuppafitions, but are curious in Exa-
mination of Confequences. They leave the Things, and
Iy to the Caufes. Pleafant Praters I.-The Knowledge
of Caxfes does only concern him who has the Condutt
of Things, not us, who are only to undergo them, and
who perfeétly have full and accomplifiicd Ufe of them

34 according;




202 MonTalanE’s Effays.
f
zccording to our Need, without penetrating into the O- fl

riginal and Effence. Neither is Wine more pleafant to
]3.'11 that knows it’s firft Faculties. On the contrary,
both the Pody and Soul alter and interrupt the Right
they have of the Ufe of the W orld, and of themfelves,
by mixing with it the Opinion of Learning. Effeéls
concern us, but the Means notatall. To determine and
to diftribute appertain to Superiority and Command, as
it does to Subjetion to accept it.  Let me reprehend our
Cuftom. They commonly begin thus: Hows is Such
Thing done ? Whereas they fhould fay, Z fuch a Thing
done P Qur Prattle is able to create an hundred other
Worlds, and to find out the Beginnings and Contexture;
it needs neither Matter nor Foundation. Let it be ron
on, it builds as well in the 4ir as on the Earth; and
with Inanity as well as Matter.
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Dare pondus idmea fumo

T find, that almoft throughout we fhould fay, There is
70 /Egcé Thing ; and fhould myfelf often make Ufe of
this Anfwer, but I dare not; for they cry, # is a Di i
ﬁf‘f produced from Ignorance amd Weatknefs of Underfland: |
ing.  And I am forced, for the moft part, to juggle for -
Company, and prate ‘of frivolous and idle Subjets,
which I don t believe a fingle Word of. Befides that,
in truth, ’tis a little rude and qumelfom, flatly to de-
ny a Propoﬁ.mn and few People but will affirm, efpe-
ﬂ'{llv in Things hard to be believed, that they haye !
{een them, or at leaft will name fuch Witnefles whole |
Authority will ftop ocur Mouths from Contradictions |
By this means we know the Foundations and Means of ‘
Things that never were.; and the World fcuffies about |
a thoufand Queftions, of which the pro and con are

both falfe. Ita _ﬁ::zrma Sunt falla veris, ut in prec- |
[ B pitem locum non debeat fe fapiens committere+.  Fall

' Things are [o like the true, that a awife Man Joouid it

truft bimfelf upom ibe Precipice. Truth and Lies are faced

alike, their Port, Taite and Proceedings are the {ame,

and we look upon them with the fame Eye. I
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Of Cripples. 293
find that we are not only remifs in defending ocurfelves
from Deceit, but we feck and offer ourfelves to be
gulled ; we love to entangle ourfelves in Vanity, as a
Thing conformable to our Being. I havefeen the Birth
of many Miracles of my Time, which altho’ they were
sbortive, yet have we not failed to forefee what they
would have come to, had they lived their full Age.
Tis but finding the End of the Clue, and the Man may
wind off as much as he will ; and there is a greater Dif-
tance betwixt Nothing, and the leaft Thing in the World,
than there is betwixt that and the greateft, Now, the
firlt that are imbued with this Beginning of Novelty,
when they fet out-their Hiftory, find, by Oppefitions
they meet with, where the Difficulty of Perf{uafion lies,
and {o caulk that Place with fome falfe Piece. Befides
that, Tnfita hominibus libidine alendi de indufiria rumo-
rs, Men baving a natural Defire to nourifs Reports,
we naturally make a Confcience of reftoring what has
been lent us, without fome Ufury and Accefs of our
Subftance.  Particalar Error firft makes the publick
Brror ; and afterwards, in turn, the publick Error makes
the particular one; fo all this vait Fabrick goes form-

ing and confounding itfelf from Hand to Hand, fo that
the remoteft Teftimony is better inftruéted than thofe
that are neareft, and the laft informed better perfuaded
than the firft. ’Tis a natural Progrefs ; For whoever
believes any Thing, thinks it a Work of Charity to
perfuade another into the fame Opinion. Which the
better to do, he will make no Difficulty of adfling as
much of his own Invention, as he conceives neceflary to
encounter the Refiftance or Want of Conception he
meets with in others. I my felf, who make a great
Confcience of lying, and am not very folicitous of giv-
ing Credit and Authority to what I fay, do yet find,
that in the Arguments I have in Hand, being heated
with Oppofition of another, or by the proper Heat of
my own Narration, 1 fwell and puff up my Subject by
Voice, Motion, Vigour and Force of Words ; and more-
over by Extention and Amplification, net without fome
Prejudice to the naked Truth: But I do it conditio-
nally withal, that to the firft who brings me to myfelf,
and who afks me the plain and naked Truth, I pre-

T 4 fently




204 MonTarave’s Effays.
!tm]y furrender my Paffion, and deliver:it-to him w;(j
out Lxaggeration, withou 1;;,:!&.',,, orany I..p:pu of
my ow s,-' A quick and earneft W ay of -rf"[ ng. as
mine i, s apt to run into Hyperbol. There is nut}w'r*-'*
to whi h Men commonly are more inclined, thanto fmt

way. to their own Opinions,: Where the ordinary I\]L(.p,
f.;tl us, we add Command and Force; Fire and Sword:
"Tis 1ll luck to be at that Pafs, that the beft T'rial of

Trath, muft be the mulritude of Believers, in a Crowd,
u-hcrc the Number of Fools fo much exceeds the wife.
%;'qff Vero ruia’f;mm Sfit tam wvalde, guam nil f’“;_ ol
gare.. . Sanitatis- patrocinium eff, infanientium “m’ %
As if any Thing avere fo common: as Ienorance.
Multitude of Fools is a Protecion ta the W f“" "T'is hard
to. refolve a Man’s Judgment againft the ‘common Opi-
nions, - The firft E eriug 1.0.., taken from the very Subyj
atfelf, pOllLiltb 1e fimple, and from that diffufes itel
1o the wile,  under 'i 1e Authority of Number -and An.
tiquity of the Witnefles. For my Part, what I fheuld
not beilwe from one, ﬂ,c.uiu not believe from an hun-
'4'=.’ and one ;3 and do not judge Opinions by the Years

=8 5N

’ I'is net long fince one of our Princes,. in whom the
- % 2 = 5

(_,(' n--d {poiled an excellent Nature and ipr:g]‘.tlj;
D] ofitien, i'ui"r‘cr(:c i himfelf to be fo far pcr{uﬂdcd with

k- ha Ta . - s F] 2 1 o2l 0]
> Pr:'r--"f 4253 the Report that was made of the won-
e derful Operations of *a certain ngj;,
CUrER all doris |
Sl who by Words and Geftures cured all
.of I)Hu'nju oy

Sorts of Difeafes, astogoa long Jour:
""t". to feek him out ; mi by the Force
f his Apprehenfion for fome time, fo |
perfuaded and ];ei-;i. his Legs afleep, as to obtain that
Suwc:: from mfm they had a luug lime forgot, I'Iad

)a J.ll JJ ana
G :J'n'ﬁ' Ures.

Fortune heaped five or fix fuch like Accmu]u t had
been E!]C'Ijjh to have brought this Miracle into Nature.
There was afterwards difcovered fo much 8im ;z{...!.. and

{o little Arz in the ArebiteZure of fuch Operations; that
they were tnoua nt too conte mpttblc to be punifthed;-as _
would be thou 'th of moft {uch Things, were they uE’] !
examined, Miramur ex intervalls fa;’umm +. We ad-
cero de div, Lo 2. Tiem zf;.sg. de Cizit. Dei, lib. 6,
ap. 10 + Senec, Ep. 118.

mire
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Of: Cripples. 295
mire: at diffance Things that deceive.  §0 does our Sight
reprefent 1o us ftrange Images ‘at diftance, that vanifh
n Bpprozlching near.  Nunguam ad liguidum fama per-
ducitur™® 3 Fame is never-brought to be clear. *Tis to
be wondered at, from how many idle Beginnings and
frivolous Caufes fuch famous Imprefiions commonly pro-
ceeds - This it is that obftruéts the Information ; for
whilt we feek out the Caufes, and the great and weigh-
ty. Ends, worthy of fo-great a Name, we lofe the true
ones, . They efcape our Sight by their Littlenefs : And,
in truth, a prudent, diligent; and {ubtle Inquifition is
required 'in {uch Searches ; indifferent and not: prepof-
feffed.  To this very Hour all thefe Miracles and ftrange
Events have concealed them{elves from me; I have ne-
ver feen a greater Monfter or Miracle in the World than
myfelf : A Man grows familiar with all ftrange Things
by Time and Cuftom; but the more I frequent, and
the better I know myfelf, the more does my own De-
formity aflonifh me, and the lefs I underftand myfelf.
The principal Right of advancing and producing {uch
Accidents, is referved to Fortune. Riding the other Day
through-a Village, about two Leagues from my Houfe, I
foond the: Place yet hot with the Romour of 2 Miracle
lately happened there, wherewith the Neighbourhood
had been feveral Months amufed, and fo, that neigh-
bouring Prowinces began to take the Alarm, and to run
thithier in great Companies of all Sorts of People. A
young Fellow of the Town ‘had one Night counterfeited
the Voice of a Spirit in his own Houfe, without any
other Defign at prefent, but only for Sport; but this
havine f{ucceeded with-him-a little better than he ex-
pefed, ‘to illuftrate his Farce with more Aétors, he took
adtapid filly. Country (Girl into the Scene, and at laft
they were -three of the fame Age and Underflanding ;
and from domeftick Le&ures, proceeded to publick
Preaching; hiding thémf{elves under the Altar of the of
Clureh, vever {peaking but by Night, and forbidding o
any Light to be brought, Words which tended to the
Converfion of the World, and Threats of the Day of
Judgiens (for thefe are Subjefts under the Authority
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356 MonTATGNE’s Efays.

and Reverence of which Impofture does moft fecarely
{ufle and lye concealed) and thence proceeding to vicious
and odd Geftures, fo fimple and ridiculous, that nothing
could hardly be fo grofs and contemptible amongft lit.
tle Children ;: Yet had Fortune never fo little favoured
the Defign, who knows to what Height this Jugling
might have at laft arrived ? Thefe poor Dewils are at

refént in Prifon; and are like fhortly to pay for their
Folly, and' I know not whether fome Judge may not
alfo make them {mart for this. We fee clearly in this
which is difcovered, but in many Things of the like Na-
tiire, that exceed our Knowledge, I am of Opinion,
that we ought to fufpend our fudgment, and to keep it
in a Condition as fit to rejeét as to receive them. Great
Abufe in the World is begot, or, to fpeak more boldly,
all the Abufes of the World are begot by our being
taught to be afraid of poffefling our Ignorance, and that
we are bound to accept all Things we are not able to
vefute. 'We fpeak of all Things by Precepts and Refo-
Iation, ‘The Stile of Rome was, that even that which
52 Witnefs'depofed for having feen it with his own
Eyes, did what a Judge determined with his moft cer-
tain Kidowledge, was couch’d in this Form of Speak-
ing, I feems. They make me hate Things that are
likely, when they impofe them upon me for infallible.
¥ love thefe Words which mollify and moderate the Te-
merity of our Propofitions, Perbaps, In fome fort, *Tis
faid, Ithink, and the like: And had I been to train
ap my Children, I had fo put this Way of Anfwering
into their Mouths, inquiring, and not refolutive, #hat
does this mean ? I underfland it not 3 It may be s It is
frue; that théy fhould rather have retained the Form of
Pupils at_threefcore Years old, than to go out Dofors,
as they now do, at ten. Whoever will be cured of Ig-
norance, muft confefs it.  Zris is the Daughter of Thau-
mantis. Admiration is the Foundation of Philfophy, In-
quifition the Progrefs, and Jgnorance the End. Ay, but
there is a Sort of Ignorance firong and generous, that
yields nothing in Homonr and Courage to Knowledge;
an Ignorance, which to conceive, requires no lefs Know-
ledge than Knowledge it felf. I {aw in my younger

Years, 2 Report of a Procefs that Cerras 2 Counfellor

of




Of Cripples, It
of Thobufe put out in Print, of a ftrange Agcident of
nwo Men, who prefented themfelves the one for the othier.
I remember (and T hardly reniember any Thing elie)
that He feemed to have rendered tlie Fmpofture of him
whom he judeed to be guilty, fo wonderful, and fo far
exceeding both our Knowledge and his own, who' was
the Judge, that I thought jt a very bold Sentence that
condemn’d him to be hang'd. Let us take up fome
Form of Arrefl, that fays, The Coirt underflands sothing
of the Matter ; more freely and ingenuoufly than' the
drespagites did, who, finding themdfelves perplexed with
a Caufe they could not unravel, ordered the Partiesto
appear again after an hundred Years. The Wiiches of
my Neighbourliood run a hazaid of their Lives, upomn:
the Intelligence of every new duthor, that will give feal
Body to his Dreams. To dccommodate the Examples
that Holy Writ gives us of fuch Things, moft certain
anid irrefragable Examples, and to tie them to our mo-
dern Fwents, being we neither fee the Caufés nor 'thie
Means, will require anothier Sort of Wit than ours. Tt
perhaps only belongs to that {ole all-pollent Teftimony,
to tell us, This is, and that is, and not that other. (God
ought to be believed, and certainly with wery good
Reafon 5 but not one amongft us, for all that, who 15
afionifhed at his own Narration, and he muft of necef-
fity be aftonifhed, if he be not out of his Wits) whetlier
he employ it about other Mens Affairs, or againft him-
@1f. I am plain and rude, and ftick to the mainPoint,
anid that which is more likely, avoiding thofe ancient
Reproaches. Majorem fidewn borines ad’rﬁz%m eis que nox
intelligunt. ~ Cupidine bumani ingenii libentius obfeura cre-
dintur® 3 Men are moft apt to believe what they ledfi an-
dirfland; and thro’ the Lufl of Human Wit obfcure things
are more eafily credited. 1 fee very well that Men are
angry, and that I am forbidden to doubt upon pain of
execrable Injuries. A new way of perfuading Mercy
for God’s fake. I am fiot to be cuff*d into Belief. Let
them be angry with thofe that accufe their Opinion of
Falfity T only accufe it of Difficulty and Boldnefs; and
condemn the oppofite: Affirmation equally, if not fo

* Py,

imperioufly
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298 MonTA1GNEs Effays.

imperioufly with them. Who will eftablih his Dif.
courfe by Authority and Hufling, difcovers his Reafon
to be very weak. For a verbal and fcholaftick Altera-
tion, let them have as. much Appearance as their Con-
traditors.  Pideantay fane, non affirmentur mods *, But
in the real Confequence they draw from it, thefe have
much the Advantage. To kill Men, a clear and (hining
Light is.required ; and our Life is too real and effential
to warrant thefe fupernatural and fantaftick Accidents.
As to. Drugs and Peifons, 1 throw them out of my Ac-
count, ‘as being the worft Sorts of Homicides: Yet even
in this, “tis {aid, that Men are not always to infift upon
the proper Confeffions of thefe People; for they bave
fometimes been known to accufe themf{elves of the Mur-
der of Perfons who have afterwards been found living
and well. In thefe other extravagant Accufations, [
fhall be apt to fay, That it is.{ufficient, a Man, what
Recommendation foever ‘he may have, be believed in
human Things; but of what is beyond his Conception
and of {upernatural Effeét, he ought then only to be
believed, when authorized by a {upernatural Approba-
tion. 'The Privilege it has pleafed Almighty God to give
to fome of our Witnefles, ought not to be lightly com-
municated and made cheap. I have my Ears batter'd
with a thoufand fuch Flim flams as thefe. Three faw
him {uch 2 Day in the Eafl, three the next Day in the
Wefl 5 at fuch an Hour, in fuch a Place, and in fuch 2
Habit; in earneft, I fhould not believe myfeif. ; How
much more natural and likely do I find it that two Men
{hould lie, than that one Man, in twelve Hours time,
fhould fly with the Wind from £aff to Wefl # How much
mere natural. that our Underflanding fhould be . carried
from it's Flace, by the Volability of our diforder'd
Minds, than this, 'I'hat one of us fheald be carried, by a
ftrong Spirit upon a Broom-ftaff, Fleth and Bones as we
are, up the Shaft of ‘a Chimney ? - Let us not feek Illu-
fions from without and unknown, who are perpetuzily
agitated. with Illufions domeftick and our own. Me-
thinks a Man is pardonable in difbelieving a Miracle, a3
much at lealt as he can divert and elude the Verification

Gl Tk OER.
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OF Gripples. 269

by no wonderful Ways. And I'am of St. Augafline’s Opi-
nion, That "tis better to lean towards Doubt than Affu-
rance, in things hard to prove and dangerous to believe.
"Tis now fome Years ago, that I travell'd through the
Territories of a fovereign Prince, who, in my Favour,
and to abate my Incredulity, did me the Honour to let
me fee in his own Prefence and in a particular Place, ten
or twelve Prifoners of this Kind ;. and amongit others, an
old Hag, a real Witch in Foulnefs and Deformity, who
long had been famous in that Profef: Witchmark
Jin. 1 faw both Progfs and free Con- SERESEE
ceffions, and T know not what ‘infenfible Mark upon the
miferable Creature : 1 examin'd and talk’d with her,
and the reft, as much and as long as I would, and made
the belt and foundeft Obfervations I could, neither am
I a Man to fuffer my Judgment to be captivated by
Prepojfiffion ; and, in the End, fhould in Confcience
fooner have prefcribed them Hellebore than Hemlock.
Captifque res magis mentibus, quam confceleratis Sfimidis wvi-
fa * 3 The thing was rather to be attributed to Madnefs than
Malice.” Juftice has Correftion’ proper for fuch Ma-
Jadies. "As to the Oppofitions and Argiments that
honelt Men have made me, both there and oft in other
Places, I have met with none that have convinced
me, and that have not admitted a more likely Solution
than their Conclufions. Tt is true indeed, that the Proofs
and Reafons that are founded upon Experience and
Matter of Fa&, I do not go about to untie, neither
have they any End, I often cutthem, as Alexander did
the Gordian Knot. ~After all, tis the fetting a Man’s
Conjectures at a very high Price upon them, to caufe a
Man to be roafted alive. We are told by feveral Ex-
amples (and particularly Preflantius, of his Father) that
being more profoundly afleep than Men u{ually are, he
fancied himlelf to be a Mare, and that he ferved the
Soldiers for a Sumpter ; and what he fancied himfelfto
be, he really prov’d. If Sorcerers dream fo materially ;
if Dreams can {ometimes fo.incorporate themfelveswith
Effcits, I cannot believe that therefore our Wills:fhould
be accountable to Juftice ; which 1 fay, as a Man, who

* Livius.
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300 MonTAiGNE’S Effays. .

am neither Fudse nor Priwy Counfellor 5 and that think
my. felf by many Degrees unworthy fo to be, but a Man
of the common fort born; and vow'd to the Obedience
of the publick . Reafon both in Words and Afts. He
that thould record my idle Talk to the Prejudice of the
moft paltry Law, Opinion, or Cuyfiory of his Parifh;
would do himfelf a great deal of Wrong, and me much
more, For in what I {ay, I warrant no other Certain-
ty, but that ’tis what I had then in my Thought. Tu-
multuous and wavering, Thought. AIlI fay is by way
of Difcourfe, and nething by way of Advice. Nec me
pudet ut iftes, fateri ngfeire, quod nefeiam™ 5 Neither am 1
gfbam’d, as they are, to confefs my Ignorance of what 14
nat knoww. 1 fhould not {peak fo beldly, if it were my
Due to be believed. And fo I told a great Man, who
complain’d of the Tartnefs and Contention of my Ad-
vices. Perceiving you to be ready and prepar’d on one
Past, I propofe to you the other, with all the Diligence
and Care [ can, to clear your Judgment, not to oblige
it. God has your Hearts in his Hand. and wiil furnifh
you with Choice. I am not fo preflumptuous as to de-
fire that my Opinions fhould {o much as incline you to
a thing of fo great Importance. My Fortune has not
train’d them up to fo potent and elevated Conclufions.
Truly I have not only a great many Humours, bat
alfo a great many Opinjons, that I would endeavour to
make my Son diflike, if I had one. What? If the
trueft are not always the molt commodious to Man;
being of too wild a Compofition. Whether it be to the
purpofe, or not, 'tis no great matter. ’Tis a common
Proverb in Lialy, That be kwows mot Venus in her perfed
Swweetnefs, avbo bas mever dain with a lame Miftrefs.
Fortune, or {fome particular. Accident, has long ago
put this Saying into the Mouths of the People ; and the
iame 1s faid of the Men as well as of Women ; for the
Queen of the Amazons anfwered the Septhians, who
courted her to love, dzissy ywids eely
Lame Men perfors befi.  1n this Femi
nine Republick, to evade the Dominion
of the Males, they lamed them in thei

Lame People
beft at the Sport
of Venus.
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* Cicera dcad.

Infancy




Of Cripples. 30%

Infancy, both Arms, Legs, and other Members that
gave them Advantage over them, and only made ufe of
Men in that wherein we in the other Parts of the
World make ufe of Women. I fhould have been apt
to think that the fhuflling Pace of the lame Miftrefs
added fome new Pleafure to the Work, and fome ex-
traordinary Titillation to thofe who were at the Sport ;
but that I have lately learnt, that ancient Phil/ophy has
it felf determin’d it, which fays, that the Legs and
Thighs of lame Women, not receiving, by reafon of
their Imperfeétion, their due Aliment, it falls out, that
the genital Parts above, are fuller, and better fupplied,
and much more vigorous. Or elfe, that this Defect
hindfing Exercife, they who are engaged in it, lefs dif-
perfe their Forces, and come more intire to the, Sports
of Venus. Which alfo is the Reafon why the Grecks
decry’d the Women Weavers, as bein

morg hot than other Women, by rea% Vones g
fon of their fedentary Trade ; which
they do without any great Motion or
Exercife of the Body. What is it we
may not reafon of at this rate? I might alfo fay of
thefe, that this jogging their Breeches, whilft fo fitting
at work, rouzes and -provokes their Defire, as the
{winging and jolting of Coaches does that of our Ladies.
Do not thefe Examples ferve to make good what I faid
at firfl, That our Reafons often anticipate the Effe&,
and have fo infinite an Extent of Jurifdiction, that they
judge and exercife themfelves, even in Inanity and
where there is no Being? Befides, the Flexibility of
our Invention to forge Reafons of all forts of Dreams,
our Imagination is equally facile to receive Impreffions
of Falfity, by very frivolous Appearances. For by the
fole Authority of the ancient and common ufe of this
Proverb, 1 have formerly made my felf believe, that I
have had more Pleafure ina Woman by reafon fhe
was not ftrait, and accordingly reckoned that Defor-
mity amonght her Graces.  Torquato : :
Taffo, in thech:mparifon he make?s be- gﬁg grenchL ;
twixt France and JItaly, fays, he has m;{ LS. 4

maller than

obferved, that our Legs are generally J;;“ 5, and why
{maller than thofe of the Jalian Gen. 7% @78 T

wers more luyfl-
Jul than other
Women,

tlemen ;
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tlemen s And attributes the Caufe of it to our being con.
tinually on Horfe-back, which is the very fame from
which Swuetonius draws'a quite contrary Conclafion ; for
he fays on the contrary, that Germanicus had made his
Legs bigger by the Continuation of the fame: Exercife,
Nothing is fo {upple and wandering as our Underftand-
Th o+ ing: 'Tislike the Shoe of Theramene,
CTAMENES,  fie for all. Feet. Tis double: and ‘vari-
Shoe. ous, and the Matters are double and di-
verfe too. ~ Give me a Drachmof Silver, 1did a Cyuick
Philofapher to Antigonus that is not a prefent befitting a
King, reply’d he ; Give me then a Talent, {aid the other;
there is not ‘a Prefent befitting a Gynick,

Seu plures calor ille wias, € cwca relaxat
Spiramenta movas veniat qua fuccus in berbas :
Sew durat magis, <& wvenas aflringit hiantes,
Ne tenues ‘gﬂ*fr.';-“u'z'(z’ ?'r?),fjs':flrl-’:.‘c‘ f:a:’ﬁ-‘;(;].’f_,’f?f!&
Aeriory aut Borew penctrabile frigus adurat *.

Whether from this new Force and Nourifhment

The Earth receives, or elfe all Venom {pent,

By Fire and Froth foperfluons Moifture {weat,

Or- many-dark hid breathing lax’d by Heat,

By which frefh Sap the {pringing Corn fultajns;

Or more condens’d it binds the gaping Veins,

Left foaking Show’rs or §of's more potent Beam,

Or Boreas piercing Cold {hould wither them +.
Og:zé medaglie ba il fuo ‘reverfo, ‘Ewery Medal has its
reverfe. 'This is the Reafon why Clitomachas faid
of old, ~that Carneades had -out-done the Labours of
Hercules; in having fixed the Qonfent of Man, that is
to fay, their Opinion, and the Liberty of judging. ' This
fo. ftrong Fancy of Carueades {prang, in my Opinion,
anciently from the Impudence ofi thofe who made Pro-
feffion of Knowledge and their immeafurable Self-con-
ceit.  Aap.was to.fet fale with two other:Slaves,
the Buyer afk'd the firlt,n#bat be could do;: who, to
enhance his own Value, promifed: Mountainsand Mira-
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dles, faying, He could do this, and that, and 1 know not
awhat.; the fecond as much of himfelf and more : When
it came to <Z/ap’s turn, and that he was alfo afk’d;, W#hat
be could do 2 Nothing, {aid he, for thefe two bave taken
up all before me; they can ds every thing. So has it hap-
pencd in the School of Philsfiphy. The Pride of thofe
who attributed the Capacity of all things to human Wig
created in others, out of Spite and Emulation; this Opi-
nion, that it is capable of nothing. ‘The one maintain
the fame Extreme in Ignorance that the others do in
Knowledge. 'To make it undeniably manifeft, that
Man is immoderate throughout, can give no other po-
fitive Sentence but that of Neceffity, and the Want of
Ability to proceed farther:

C HA P: =Xl
Of Phyfiognomy.

A LMOST all the Opinions we have are derived
from Authority, and taken upon truft ; and ’us

fot amifs, We could not chufe worfe than by our-
felves in fo weak an Ase. That Image of the Dii-
coutfes of Sacrates, which his Frienids have tran{mitted
to us, we approve upon no other account, but merely
the Reverence to publick Approbation. *Tis not ac-
cording to our own Knowledge, they are not aftef’ cur
way. If any thing of this Kind fhould fpring up new,
few Men would value them. We difcern not the Graces,
otherwife than by certain Features, touch’d up, and
illoftrated by Arc.” Such as glide on in their own Parity
and Simplicity, eafily efcape fo grofs a Sight as ours ;
they have a delicate and conceal’d Beauty, {uch as
required a clear and purified Sight to difcover fo fe-
cret a Light. Is not Simplicity, as we accept it, Cou-
fin-german to Folly, and a Quality of Reproach? So-
Vou. III, U crates
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