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P ReBoE A L L.

"

R HERE is certainly no place in the world
I where a man may travel with greater plea-
fure and. advantage than in Italy. Oune finds
2 fomething more particular the face of 1he
0, conntry, and more aftontfbing in the works of
% Nature, than can be met with 11 any other
part of Europe. 1t 15 the great Jehool of Mu-
fick and Painting, and contains 1. 1 all the nobleft productions of
Statuary and Architecture both ancient and modern. It abounds
with cabinets of Curtofities, and vaft collections of all kinds of An-
tiquities.. No other country in the world bas fich a variety of
Governments, that are fo different in thetr Conflitutsons and [o re-
fined in their Politicks.  There is fcarce any part of the nation that
is uot famous in Hiflory, wor fo mich ds a monntain or 7iver that
bas not been the [cene of fome extraordinary ation.

As there are few men that bave talents or opportunities for ex-
amining [o copions a fubjecl, one may obferve among thofe who bave
written on ltaly, that differens Authors bave fucceeded befp on dif-
ferent forts of Curiofities. Some bave been more particular intherr
acconnts of Piclures, Statues and Buildings; fome have fearched
into Libraries, cabinets of Rarities, and collections of Medals, as
others bave been wholly taken up with Infiriptions, Runes and Anti-
quities.  Among the Authors of onr own country, we are obliged to
the Bifbop of Salisbury, for bis maflerly and uncemmon obfervations
on the Religion and Governments of Italy : Laflels may be ufeful in
giving us the names of fuch Wruers as hbave treated of the Jeveral
Startes throngh which ke paffed: My, Ray is to be valued for hbis
Obferva-
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Obfervations on the Natural produllions of the place. Monfienr
Miffon has wrote a more corrett_account of Ttaly - general than
any ke f'we bim, as be particularly excells in the Plan af the coun-
tiy, which be ;’;m given us in tyue and hvely colours.

Wug are [iill feveral of thefe Topicks that are far from being
exhanfled, as there are maiy Hem fubjells that a Traveller may
find 1o emplyy bimfelf upon. n vy ownpart, as I.have taken
uoirce of feveral Places and ﬁm;qmrm that no body elfe bas [poken
of, fo, 1 think, I-bave mentioned but. few. things i common with
others, that are wat either fet in anew lightyor accompanied with

different refletions. I have taken care particularly to confider the
jeu:’ al paffages of the anciens Poets, which have any relatwn to
the Pfrfww and Gar iofities that I metwith; For before I entered on
2y voyage [ 100k care to vefrefb my memory among the Claflic Au-
thors, and 1o make fitch colleGions ont of them as might afterwards
have occafion for. I muft confefs # was uot one of the leaft enter-
tainments that I mer with in travelling, to examine thefe [everal
Dfﬂ”pfmzr as it werey fpon zlf/j‘wf and 1o f,ampm; the matu-
ral face of the conntry w btbe T m:rm;ps that the Poets bave given
us of it hywez er, to-awpid.sbe confufton that might arife from
a multitude of quatations, I have only cited fich eres as have
g_wmf ws fome Image of the place, or that have fomething elfe be-

Afides the bare Name of 1 to recommend them,
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