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MONACO, GENOA, &c

a’.&‘;‘\?ﬂ.’\\_\‘\‘il\'__'TFJJ'll-'JIJJJJI"I N the [“'E“‘Lh 01-‘ ‘I:'E’C'L'?Uéf}', 1699’ I fet out
Vo Oh € Y& from Marfe . a Tartane, anc
7D E ¢ fi m Mar(eilles to_Genoa in a Tartane, and
s ; arrived late at a {mall French Port called Caf-
s g /i5, where the next morning we were not a
E little furprized to fée the mountains about
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the town covered with green Olive-trees, or
laid out in beautiful Gardens, which gave us
a great variety of ‘pleafing profpefts, even
in the depth of winter. ~The moft  unculu-
vated -of them produce abundance of fweet
4 plants, as Wild-Time, Lavender, Rofemary,
Balme and Mirtle. W e‘were here fhown at a diftance the Defarts, which
have been réndred {o famous by the Penance of Mary Magdalene, whoy
after her artival with Lezarus and Foféph of Arimathea at Marfeilles, 1s
faid to have wept away theréft of her life among thefe folitary. rocks and
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2 Monacos Genoa, &c.

mountains. Tt is fo Romantic a fcene, that it has always probably given
occafion to fuch Chimerical relations; for it is perhaps of this place that
Claudian fpeaks, in the following defcription.

Eff locus extremum pandit qua Gallia littus

Oceani pretentus aquis, qua fertur ‘Vyffes

Sanguine libato populum moviffe Silentiim,

1llic Umbrarum tenui firidore volantiim

Flebilis aunditur queftuss fimulachra colon:

Pallide defunctafque vident migrave figuras, &c.  ClIn. Ruf.Li, 1.

A place there lyes on Gallia’s utmoft bounds,
Where rifing feas infult the frontier grounds.
Diyffes here the blood of viftims fhed,

And rais'd the pale affembly of the dead:

Oft in the winds is heard a plaintive found

Of melancholy ghofts, that hover round;

The lab’ring plow-man oft with horror fpies .
‘Thin airy fhapes, that o’er the furrows rifey §
(A dreadful fcene!) and skim before his eyes. :

I know there is nothing more undetermined among the Learned than
the Voyage of Vlyffes; fome confining it to the Mediterranean, others
extending it to the great Ocean, and others afcribing it to a world of the
Poet’s own making; though his converfations with the dead are generally
fuppofed to have been in the Nardon Geaul,

Incultos adiit Leftrigonas Antiphatengue, &c.
Atque bac cen noflras interfunt cognita tevras,
Fabula frve novum dedit bis erroribus orbem. Tib, L. 4. ELx.

Uncertain whether,’by the winds convey'd,
On real feas to real fthores he fbray'd;

Or, by the fable driven from coait to coaft,
In new imaginary worlds was loit.

The next day ‘we again fet fail, and made the beft of our way till we
were forced, by contrary winds, into St. Remo, a very pretty town in the
Genoefe dominions. The front to the fea is not large, but there are a
great many houfes behind it, built up the fide of the mountain to avoid
the Winds and vapours that come from fea. We here faw feveral perfons,
‘that in the midft of December had nothing over their fhoulders but their
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fhirts, without complaining of the cold. It is certainly very lucky for
the poorer fort, to be born in a place that is free from the greateft incon-
venience, to which thofe of our northern nations are fubjeét; and indeed
without this natural benefit of their climates, the extreme mifery and po-
verty that are in moft of the Italian governments would be infupporta-
ble. There are at St. Remo many plantations of Palm-trees, though theydo
not grow in other parts of Italy. We failed from hence direttly for Genoa,
and had a fair wind that carried us into the middle of the gulf, which is
very remarkable for tempefls and fcarcity of fifh, It is probable one may
be the caufe of the other, whether it be that the fifher-men cannot em-
ploy their art with fo much fuccefs in fo troubled a fea, or that the fifh
do not care for inhabiting fuch ftormy waters.

Atrum
Defendens pifces hyemat mare

W hile black with ftorms the ruffled ocean rolls,
And from the fither’s art defends her finny fholes.

We were forced to lye in it two days, and our Captain thought hisShip
in fo great danger, that he fell upon his knees and confefs’d himfelf to a
Capuchin who was on board with us. But at laft, taking the advantage
of a fide-wind, we were driven back in a few hours time as far as Mona-
co. Lucan has given us a defcription of the Harbour that we found fo
very welcome to us, after the great danger we had efcaped.

Hor.5a.2.1i. 2.

Quagque fub Herculeo facratus womine portus

Vrget rupe cavd pelagus: #on Corus in illum

Fus haber aur Zephyrus: Solus fua littora turbat

Circius, et tutd probibes flatione Monacs. Lib, 1,

The winding rocksa fpacious harbour frame,
That from the great Alcides takes its name:
Fenc'd to the weft, and to the north it lyes;

But when the winds in fouthern quarters rife,
Ships, from their anchors torn, become their {port,
And fudden tempefls rage within the port.

On the Promontory where the town of Moneco now ftands, was for-
merly the temple of Hercules Monacus, which flill gives the name to
this {mall Principality.

B2 Aggeribous




4 Monaco, Genoa, &c.

Azgeribus focer Alpinis atque arce Monzct
Defeendens. Virg. /An. 6.

There are but three towns in the dominions of the Prince of M-
naco. 'The chief of them is fituate on a rock which runs out into the
fea, and is well fortified by nature. It was formerly under the proteti-
on of the Spaniard, but not many years fince drove out the Spanifb gar-
rifon, and received a Fremch one, which confifts at prefent of five hun-
dred men, paid and officer’d by the Fremch King. The officer who
fhowed me the Palace told me, with a great deal of gravity, that his ma-
fter and the King of Frasce, amidit all the confufions of Eurgpe, had
ever been good friends and allies. The palace has handfome apartments,
that are many of them hung with pitures of the reigning Beauties in the
court of France. But the beft of the furniture was at Rome, where the
Prince of Monaco refided at that time ambaflador. We here took a lit-
tle boat to creep along the fea-fhore as far as Genoa; but at Savona,
finding the fea too rough, we were forced to make the beft of our way
by land, over very rugged mountains and precipices: For this road is
much more difficult than that over mount Cennés.

The Genoefe are efteemed extremely cunning, induftrious, and inur’d
to hardfhip above the reft of the Ita/ians; which was likewife the chara-
éter of the old Ligurians. And indeed it is no wonder, while the Barren-
nefs of their country continues, that the Manners of the inhabitants do
not change: Since there is nothing makes men fharper, and fets their
hands and wits more at work than Want. The Izalian proverb fays of
the Genoefe, that they have e fea without fifb, land without trees, and
men without faith. ‘The chara&er the Latin poets have given of them is
not much different.

Affuetumque malo Liguren Virg. G. 2.
The hard Ligurians, alaborious kind.

———Pernix Ligur. Sil. Ir. El. 8.
Fallaces Ligures. Auf Eid. 12,
Apenninicole bellator filins Auni

Haud Ligurum extremus, dum fallere fata finebant. An.1r.

Yet, like a true Ligurian, born to cheat,
(At leaft whillt Fortune favour’d his deceit.)

Fane
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Vane Ligur, fruffrague animis elate fuperbis,
Neguicqnam pairias tentafti lubricus artes. 1d.

Vain fool and coward, cries the lofty maid,

Caught in the train which thou thy felf haft laid.

On others praétife thy Ligurian arts's

Thin {tratagems, and tricks of little hearts

Are loft on me; nor fhalt thou fafe retire,

With vaunting lies to thy fallacious fire. Dryden.

There are a great many beautiful palaces ftanding along the fea-fhore
on both fides of Genoa, which make the town appear much longer than
it is, to thofe that fail by it. The City it felf makes the nobleft thow of
any in the world. - The houfes are moft of them painted on the outfide ;
fo that they look extreamly gay and lively, befides that they are efteemed
the higheft in Ewrope, and ftand very thick together. The New-ftreet is
a double range of palaces from one end to the other, built with an ex-
cellent fancy, and fit for the greateft Princes to inhabit. . I cannot how-
ever be reconciled to their manner of painting feveral of the Genoefe
houfes. Figures, perfpeétives, or pieces of hiftory are certainly very or-
namental, as they are drawn on many of the walls, that would otherwife
look jtoo naked and uniform without them: But initead of thefe, one
often fees the front of a palace covered with painted pillars of different
orders. If thefe were fo many true columnsof marble, fet in their pro-
per architeéture, they would certainly very much adorn the places where
they ftand, but as they are now, they only fhew us that there is fome-
thing wanting, and that the palace, which without thefe counterfeit pil-
lars would be beautiful in its kind, might have been more perfect by the
addition of fuch as are real. The front of the Ville Imperiale, at a mile
diftance from Genoa, without any thing of this paint upon it, confifts of
a Doric and Corinthian row of pillars, and is much the handfomelt of
any I faw there. The Duke of Doria’s palace has the beft outfide of
any in Genoa, as that of Durazzo is the belt furnithed within. There
i< one room in the firft, that is hung with tapeftry, in which are wrought
the figures of the great perfons, that the family has produced; as per-
haps there is no houfe in E#rgpe, that can fhow a longer line of heroes,
that have flill aéted for the good of their country. dudrew Doria has a
ftatue erefted to him at the entrance of the Doge’s palace, with the glori-
ous title of Deliverer of the common-wealth; and one of his family ano-
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ther, that calls him its Preferver. In the Doge's palace, are the rooms,
where the great and little Council with the two Colleges hold their affem-
blies ; but as the State of Genoa is very poor, tho’ feveral ofits Members
are extreamly rich, {fo one may obferve infinitely moredplendor and mag-
nificence in particular perfons houfes, than in thofe that belong to the
publick. But we find in moft of the {tates of Eurspe, that the people
thow the greateft marks of poverty, where the governors live in the
greateft magnificence. The churches are very fine, particularly that of
the Annunciation, which looks wonderfully beautiful in the infide, all but
one corner of it being covered with ftatues, gilding, and paint. A man
would expe&, in fo very ancient a town of Izaly, to find fome confide-
rable antiquities; butall they have to fhow of this nature is an old Ro-
SJiram of a Roman fhip, that ftands over the door of their arfepal.’ It is
not above a foot long, and perhaps would never have been thought the
beak of a fhip, had not it been found in fo probable a place as the haven.
It is all of Iron, fathioned at the end like a Boar's head; as I have feen
it reprefented on medals, and on the Columna Roffrata in Rome. 1 faw
at Genoa Signior Miccons's famous collettion of fhells, which, as Father
Buonani the Jefuite has fince told me, is one of the beftin Zzaly. 1know
nothing more remarkable, in the government of Genoa, than the Bank of
St. George, made up of fuch branches of the revenues, as have been fet
apart, and appropriated to the difcharging of feveral fums, that have been
borrowed from private petfons, during the exigencies of the common-
wealth.  Whatever inconveniencies the ftate has laboured under, they
have never entertained a thought of violating the publick credit, or of a-
lienating any part of thefe revenues to other ufes, than to what they
have been thus afligned. The adminiftration of this bank is for life, and
partly in the hands of the chief citizens, which gives them a great autho-
rity in the flate, and a powerful influence over the common people.
This bank is generally thought the greateft load on the Genoefe, and the
managers of it have been reprefented as a fecond kind of Senate, that
break the Uniformity of government, and deftroy, in fome meafure, the
Fundamental conflitution of the ftate. It is however very certain, that
the people reap no fmall advantages from it, as it diftributes the power a-
mong more particular members of the republick, and gives the commons
a figure: So that it is no {mall Check upon the Ariftocracy, and may ‘be
one reafon, why the Gemoefe Senate carries it with greater moderation
towards their fubjeéts, than the Penetian.

It
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It would have been well for the republick of Genoa, if fhe had follow-
ed the example of her fifter of P’m:’wz ‘m_ not permitting her Twlfles_ to
make any purchafe of lands or houles in the dominions of a foreign
prince. For at prefent the Greatefl, alpong‘the _Gwmqﬁr, are in part 11!1:1-
jeéts to the monarchy of Spa:in, by reafon of their eftates that lye in the
kingdom of Naples. The Spaniards tax them very high upon occai}on,
and are fo {enfible of the advantage this gives them over the republick,
that thev will not {uffer a Negpolizan to buy the lands of a Genoefé, who
muit find a purchafer among his own countrymen, if he has a mind to
fell. Forthis reafon, as well as on account of the great fums of mony
which the Spaniard owes the Genoefé, they are under a neceflity, at pre-
fent, of being in the intereft of the French, and would probably continue
fo, though all the other Statesof Ifa/y entered into a league againit them.
Genoa is not yet fecure from a Bombardment, though it isnot {o expofed as
formerly ;. for, fince the Infult of the French, they have built a mole,
with fome little ports, and haye provided themfelves with long guns and
mortars. It is eafie for thofe that are ftrong at fea to bring them to
what terms they pleafe; for having but very little arable land, they are
forced to fetch all their corn from Naples, Sicily, and other foreign
countries; except what comes to them from Lombardy, which probably
goes another way, whillk it furnifhes two great armies with provifions.
Their Fleet, that formerly gained fo many victories over the Saracens,
Pifuns, Venetians, Turks and Spaniards, that made them mafters of
Crete, Sardinia, Majorca, Minorca, Negrepont, Lesbos, Malta, that
fettled them in Scio, Smyrna, Achaia, Theodofia, and {everal towns on
the eaftern confines of Ewurgpe, is now reduced to fix gallies. When they
had made an addition of but four new ones, the King of France fent his
orders to fupprefs them, telling the republick at the fame time, that he
knew very well how many they bad oceafion for. T'his little fleet ferves
only to fetch them wine and corn, and to give their ladies an airing in
the fummer-feafon. The republick of Gense has a crown and fceptre for
its Doge, by reafon of their conquelt of Corfica, where there was for-
merly a Saracex King. This indeed gives their ambafladors a more ho-
nourable reception at fome courts, but, at the fame time, may teach their
people to have a mean notion of their own form of government, and is a
tacit acknowledgment that Monarchy is the more honourable. The old
Romansy on the contrary, made ufe of a very barbarous kind of politicks
te infpire their people with a contempt of Kings, whom they treated with
infamy, and dragged at the wheels of their triumphal chariots.
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