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BRESCIA, VERONA, PADUA

ROM Milan we travelled through a very pleafant country, to
F Brefcia, and by the way croffed the river Adda, that falls into the
Lago di Come, which Virgil calls the lake Larius, and running
out at the other end lofes it felf at laft in the Po, which is the great re-
ceptacle of all the rivers of this country. The town and province of
Brefcia have freer accefs to the Senate of Penice, and a quicker redrefs
of injuries, than any other part of their dominiens, - "L'hey have always a
mild and prudent governor, and live much more happily than their fellow-
fubjedis : For as they were once a part of the M:lanefe, and are now on
their frontiers, the Fenetians dare not exafperate them, by the loads they
lay on other Provinces, for fear of a revolt; and are forced to treat them
with much more indulgence than the Spariards do their neighbours, that
they may have no temptation to i, Brefria is famous for its iron-works.
A fmall day’s journey more brought us to Ferona. We faw the lake Be-
nacus in our way, which the Iralians now call Lago di Garda: It was fo
rough with tempefts when we pafled by it, that it brought into my mind
Virgil's noble defcription of it.
Adde lacus tantos, te Lars maxime, teque
Fluétibus et fremitu affurgens, Benace, marino.

Here vex'd by winter {torms Benacus raves,
Confus’d with working fands and rolling waves;
Rough and tumultuous like a fea it lyes,

So loud the tempeft roars, fo high the billows rife.

This lake perfectly refembles a fea, when it is worked up by ftorms.
It is thirty five miles in length, and twelvein breadth. = At the lower end
of it we crofled the Mincio.

Tardis ingens ubi flexibous errat
Mincius, et tenerd. pratexit arundine ripas. G. 3.

Where the flow Mincius through the valley ftrays:
Where cooling ftreams invite the flocks to drink,

And reeds defend the winding waters brink. Dryden.
D The




20 Brefcia, Verona, Padua.

The river Adige runs through Perora; fo much is the fituation of the
Town changed from what it was in Silius Iralicus his time.
Verona Athefi circumflua. L. 8
Verona by the circling Adige bound.

This is the only great river in Lombardy that does not fall into the
Po; which it muft have done, had it run but a little further before its
entering the Adrzatic. 'The rivers are all of them mentioned by Clax-
dian.

———Venetofque eveflior amnes

Magnd wvoce ciet. Frondentibus bumida ripis

Colla levant, pulcher Ticinus, et Addua vifu

Cerulus, et velox Athefis, tardufyne meatu

Mincins, inque novem confurgens ora Timavus,  Sexto con, Hon..

Venetia's rivers, {ummon’d all around,

Hear the loud call, and anfwer to the found:

Her dropping locks the filver Tefin rears,

The blue tranfparent 44dz next appears,

The rapid Adige then ereéts her head,

And Mincio rifing flowly from his bed,

And lait Timavus that with eager force

From nine wide mouths comes guthing to his courfe.

His Larius is doubtlefs an imitation of Pirgil’s Benacus,

—— Vmbrofi veflit qua littus olivé
Larius, et dulc: mentitur Nerea fluctu. De Bel. Get.

The Larius here, with groves of olives crown’d,
An ocean of frefh water {preads around.

I faw at Ferona the famous Amphitheater, that with a few modern re-
parations has all the feats entire. There is fomething very noble in it,
though the high wall and corridors that went round it are almoft entirely
ruined, and the Area is quite filled up to the lower feat, which was former-
ly deep enough to let the fpectators fee in fafety the combats of the wild
bealts and gladiators, Since I have Clandzan before me, I cannot forbear
fettihg down the beautiful defcription he has made of a wild beaft newly.
bkrought from the woods, and making its firft appearance in a full Amphi-
theater. '

Ve
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Vt fera que nuper montes amifit avitos,

Altorumgue exul nemorum, damnatur aren

Muneribus, commota ruit; Vir murmure contra

Hortatur, nixufgue genu venabula tendit;

Tiia pavet flrepitus, cuneofgue ereita Theatri

Defpicit, et tanti miratur [ibila vulgi, In. Ruf. L. 2.

So rufthes on his foe the grifly Bear,

That, banifh’d from the hills and buthy brakes,
His old hereditary haunts forfakes.

Condemn'd the cruel rabble to delight,

His angry keeper goads him to the fight.

Bent on his knee, the favage glares around,

Scar’d with the mighty croud’s promifcuous found ;
Then rearing on his hinder paws retires,

And the vaft hifling multitude admires.

There are fome other antiquities in Perona, of which the principal is
the ruine of a triumphal arch erected to Flaminins, where one fees old
Doric Pillars without any pedeftal or bafis, as #7truvius has defcribed
them. I have not yet {een any gardens in /zaly worth taking notice of,
The Italians fall as far thort of the French in this particular, as they ex-
cel them in their palaces. It muft however be {aid, to the honour of the
Italians, that the French took from them the firll plans of their gardens,
as well as of their water-works; fo that their furpafling of them at pre-
{ent is to be attributed rather to the greatnefs of their riches, than the
excellence of theirtafte. I faw the terrace-garden of Ferona, that tra-
vellers generally mention. Among the churches of Ferona, that of
St. Gesrge is the handfomeft: Its chief ornament is the martyrdom of the
Saint, drawn by Pan! Feronefé ; as there are many other: pictures about
the town by the fame hand. A ftranger is always fhown the Tomb of
Pope Lucius, who lyes buried in the dome. [ faw in the fame church a
monument ereéted by the publick to one of their Bifhops: The infcripti-
on fays, that there was between him and his maker, Summa Nece/fitudo,
Summa Similitudo. The Italian epitaphs are often more extravagant
than thofe of other countries, as the nation is more given to compliment
and hyperbole. From Ferona to Padua we travelled through a very plea-
fant country: It is planted thick with rows of white Mulberry-trees, that
furnifh food for great quantities of Silk-worms with their leaves, as the

Swine and Poultry confume the fruit, The trees themfelves ferve, at
the
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, the fame time, as o many ftays for their Vines, which hang all along like
{1 garlands from tree to tree, Between the {everal ranges lye fields of corn,
which in thefe svarm countries ripens much better among the mulberry
fhades, than if it were expofed to the open fun. . This was one reafon
why the inhabitants of this country, when I pafled through it, were ex-
tremely apprehenfive of feeing Lombardy the feat of war, which muft

&l have made miferable havock among their plantations; for it is not here
(1Bl as in the corn fields of Flanders, where the whole produét of the place
If rifes from year to year, We arrived fo late at Fzeenza, that ‘we had

"ﬂi" not time to take a full fight of the place. The next day brought us to
iiER Padua, St. Anthony, who lived above five hundred years ago, is the

| great Saint to whom they here pay their devotions. He lyes buried in
the church that is dedicated to him at prefent, though it was formerly
confecrated to the blefled Virgin. It is extremely magnificent, and very
1l richly adorned. There are narrow clefts in the monument that {tands over
1t him, where good Catholicks rub their beads, and {fmell his bones, which
they fay have in them a natural perfume, though very like apoplectic bal-
fom; and what would make one fufpect that they rub the marble with it,
it is obfervedithat the fcent is ftronger in the morning than atnight. There
are abundance of infcriptions and pictures hung up by his Votaries in fe-
veral parts of the church: For it is the way of thofe that are in any fignal
danger to implore his 2id, and if they come off fafe they call their deli-
verance a miracle, and perhaps hang up the picture or defcription of it
in the church. This cuftom {poils the beauty of {everal Roman Catholick
t i churches, and often covers the walls with wretched daubings, imperti-
0l nent infcriptions, hands, legs, and arms of wax, witha thoufand idle of-
ferings of the fame nature.

They fell at Padua the life of St. Authony, which is read with great
devotion ; the moft remarkable part of it is his difcourfe to an aflembly
- of fith. Asthe audience and fermon are both very extraordinary, I will
1 fet down the whole paflage at length.

' Non curando gli Heretici il fuo parlare, egli [f come era alla riva del
marey dove sbocca il fiume Marecchia, chiamd da parte di Dio li pefci,
| che veniffere & fentir la fua fanta parola. Et ecco che di fubito fopra
L acque nuotando gran moltitudine di varii, et diverfi pefci, e del mare,
| e del fume, [iunirono tutti, fecondo le [pecie loro, e con bell ordine, quaft
1 che di ragion capaci flati foffero, attents, e cheti con gratiofo [pettacols
saccommodaro per fentir la parole di Dio. Cid veduto 1l [anto entro al

cior fuo di dolcezza flillandofi, et per altretanta maravighia inarcando

e
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le cigliay della obedientia di gquefle irragionevol creature ¢osi COMINCID
foro a parlare. Se bene in tutte le mj:é rnf:z,t.e_{ cari, et amati pefti) fi
[fenopre la potenza, et providenza infinita d: Dio, come nel Cielo, nel So-
le, nella Luna, nelle Stelle, in queflo mondo inferiore, nel hiomo, e nelle
altre créature perfette, nondimeno in Voi particolarmente lampeggia € 7i-
[plende la bonta della maéfta divina; perche [é bene fiete chiamati Ret-
tili, mezzi fra pietre, e bruti, confinati nelli profondi abiffi delle ondeggi-
ante gcque: agitars [fempre da futti: moffi fempre da procelle; f(ordi al
udive, mutoli al parlare, et borridi al vedere; con tutto cio in Voi mara-
wigliofamente [i fcorge la Divina grandezza; e da voi fi cavano li maggi=
07_:‘:5 miflerii della bontd di Dio, ne mai [i parla di voi nella ferittara fa-
tra, che non vi fia aftoflo qualche profomdo Sacramento; Credete woi, che
fiz fenza grandiffimo mifterio, che il primo domo fatto dall’ onnipotente Id-
dio all’ buomo foffe di voi Pefeci 2 Credete, woi che non fiz mifterio in quefto,
the di tutte le creature, e di tutti gl animali [ fien farti facrificii, eccer-
#9, che di woi Pefeci? Credete, che non vi fla qualche fecreto in queflo, che
Chriftonoftro falvatore dall’ agnelo pafguale in poi, fi compiacque tanto del
cibo di voi pefci? Credete, che fia é cafo queflo, che dovendo il Redentor
del mondo, pagar, come buomo, il cenfo @ Cefare la voleffe trovare nella
bocca di un pefee? Tutti, tutti fono mifferi é Sacramenti: percio fiete par-
ticolarmente obligati a lodare il woftro Creatore: amati pefci di Dio ha-
vete ricevuto I effere, la vita, il moto, €L fenfos per flanza vi ba dato il
liguido elemento dell’ Acqua, fecondo che alla voftra naturale inclinatione
conviene: ivi ba fatti ampliffimi alberghi, [anze, caverne, grotte, e fe-
¢reti luog: a voi pin che fale Regie, e regal Palazzi, cari, e grati; et per
propria fede bavete Pacqua, elemento diafano, tranfparente, e [fempre lu-
eido quaff criftallo, e verro; et dalle pid baffe, e profonde wofire [flanze

Jeorgete cid che fopra acqua o [ fa, o nuota; bavete gli occhi quafi di Lin-
ce, & di Argo, et da caufa mon errante guidats, feguste cio che vi givva, et

aggradas et fuggite cid che vi nuoce, havete natural defio di confervarvi

fecondo le fpetie voftre, fafe, oprate et caminate ove natura Vi detta fenza
contraftro aleunos né algor d'inverno, né calor di flate vi offende, o nuoce ;

Jeafi per fereno, O turbato il cielo, che alli voftri bumidi alberghs né frutto,
né danno apporia; fiafi pure abbondevole de fitoi tefori, o fearfa de fuoi

fruttila terra, che a woi nulla grova; piova, tuont, [aetts, lampaggs, ¢ fu-
biffi il mondo, che a wvoi cid poco importa; verdeggi primavera, fealdi la

fate, frattifichi I dutunno, et affideri li imverno, queflo non 0i rileva pun-
20: ne trappaffar deb bore né correr de giorni, né volar de mefi, ne fuggir

d anni, ne mutar de tempi, ne cangiar de flagionz vi dan penfiero alcuno,

i
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ma [empre ficuva, et tranquilla vita lietamente vivere: O guanto, o quan-
to grande la Maefld di Divin woi fi ftuopre, O gquanto mirabile la poten-
za fua; O guanto flupenda, ot maravighiofa fua providenza;: poi che
fra tuttele creature dell univerfo voi folo non [entifti il diluvio univer-
Sale dell acque ; né provafii i danni, che egli face al monde; e tutto queflo
eh'io bo detto dovrebbe muovervi . lodar Dio, & ringratiare fua divina
macfia di tanti e cofi fingolari bensficii,.che i ha fatis, di tante gratie,
che vi ba conferite, di tasti favori, diche vi ha fatti degna; per tanto,[é
znon potete fnodar la Jingua a ringratiar il voflro Benefattore, et non fape-
te con parole efprimer. le fue lodi, fatele fegno di riverenza .almeno ; china-
tevi al fuo mome; moftrate nel mado che potete fembiante -di gratitudine;
renderevi benevoli alla bonta, (g, in.quel miglior modo che potete; O fa-
pete, non fiate fcongfcenti de’. fioi beneficii, et non fiate ingrati de’ fuoi favo-
ri. A queflo dire, Q maraviglia grandey,come i quells peféi baveffero ha-
vuto humano mz.‘ﬂ!:’f’:fr e difeorfo, congefii di profonda Humilta, con rive-
rents fembiant: di veligione, chinarono la teffa, blandiro co’l corpo, guaff
approvando cio che. detto bhavea il benedetto padre.S. Antanio.
“ When:the hereticks would not.regard his preaching; he betook him-
« felf to the fea-thore, where the river Marecchia difembogues it felf
« into the Adriatic. He here:called the fith together in the .name of
“ God, that they might hear his holy word. . The fifh came {wimming
« towards him.in fuch vaft {hoals, both from the fea and from the river,
¢ that the {furface of the water was quite covered with their multitudes.
« They quickly ranged themfelves, according to their feveral {pecies, in-
« to a very beautiful congregation, and, like {o many rational creatures,
« prefented themfelves.before him to hear the word of God. St. -
 romio was fo ftruck with the miraculons obedience and fubmiffion of
« thefe poor animals, that he found a fecret fweetnefs diftilling upon his
« foul, and at laft addrefled himfelf to them 1in the following words.
« Although theinfinite power and providence of Geod (my.dearly be-
« loved Fifh) difcoversit {elf in all the works of his creation, as in the
«« Heavens,in the Sun, in the Moon, and in !,i'.cfitars,"u this lower World, in
« Man, and in other perfect creatures; neverthelefs the goodnefs of the
« divine Majefty fhines out in you more eminently, and appears after a
more p“.ut,uhr manner, than in any other created Beings. For not-
with{tanding you are compmhcndfcd under the name of Repf.s'ier, par-
¢« taking of a middle nature between ftones and beafts, and imprifoned
« in the deep abyfs of waters; notwith{tanding you are toft among bil-
¢ lows, thrown up and down by tempefls, deaf to hearing, dumb to fpeech,
and
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and terrible to behold: notwithftanding, [ fay, thefe natural difadvan-
tages, the Divine Greatnefs thows it felf in you after a very wonder-
ful manner. In you are feen the mighty myiteries of an infinite good-
nefs. 'The holy Scripture has always made ufe of you, as the types
and fhadows of fome profound Sacrament.

« Do you think that, without a myftery, the fir{t Prefent that God
Almighty made to Man, was of you, O ye Fifhes? Do you think that
without a myftery, amongall creatures and animals which were appoint-
ed for facrifices, you only were excepted, O ye Fifhes? Do you think
there was nothing meant by our Saviour Chrift, that next to the Paf-
chal Lamb he took fo much pleafure in the food of you, O ye Fifhes?
Do you think it was by meer chance, that when the Redeemer of the.
world was to pay a tribute to Cefar, he thought fit to find it 1 the
mouth of a Fith? Thefe are all of them fo many Mylleries and Sacra-
ments, that oblige you in a more particular manner to the praifes of
your Creator.

« It is from God, my beloved Fifh, that you have received being, life,
motion, and fenfe. It is he that has given you,in compliance with your
natural inclinations, the whole world of waters for your habitation.
It is he that has furnifhed it with lodgings, chambers, caverns, grottoes,
and fuch magnificent retirements as are not to be met with in the feats
of Kings, or in the palaces of Princes: You have the water for your
dwelling, a clear tranfparent element, brighter than chryflal; you can
fee from its deepeft bottom every thing that palles on its furface; you
have the eyes of a Lynx, or of an Argus; you are guided by a fecret
and unerring principle, delighting in every thing that may be beneficial
to you, and avoiding every thing that may be hurtful; you are carried
on by a hidden inftin& to preferve your felves, and to propagate your
{pecies; you obey, in all your a&ions, works and motions, the diétates
and fuggeftions of nature, without the leaft repugnancy or contradi-
¢tion.

« The colds of winter, and the heats of fummer,are equally incapable
of molefting you. A ferene or a clouded sky are indifferent to you. -
Let the earth abound in fruits, or be curfed with fcarcity, it has noin-
fluence on your welfare. You live fecure in rains and thunders, light-
nings and earthquakes; you have no concern in the bloffoms of fpring,
or in the glowings of fummer, in the fruits of autumn, -orin the frofts
of winter. You are not folicitous about hours or days, months or years;
the variablenefs of the weather, or the change. of {calons,

Vou. 11, : E “« In
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| -!Jl!. « In what dreadful majefty, in what wonderful power, in what ama-
ki « zing providence did God Almighty diftinguifh you among all the fpe-
« cies of creatures that perifhed in the univerfal deluge! You only were
« infenfible of the mifchief that had laid wafte the whole world.
« All this, as I have already told you, ought to infpire you with gra-
« titude and praife towards the Divine Majefty, that has done fo great
| « things for you, granted you fuch particular graces and privileges, and
| {1k « heaped upon you fo many diftinguifhing favours. And fince for all this
I « you cannot employ your tongues in the praifes of your Benefator,
{1 « and are not provided with words to exprefs your gratitude; make at
.,fl « Jeaft fome fign of reverence; bow your felves at his name; give fome
il “ fhow of gratitude, according to the beft of your capacities; exprels
« your thanks in the moft becoming manner that you are able;and be not
« unmindful of all the benefits 'he has beftowed upon you.
« He had no fooner done fpeaking, but behold a Miracle! The fifh, as
L « though they had been endued with reafon, bowed down their heads
' « with all the marks of a profound humility and devotion, moving their
« bodies up and down with a kind of fondnefs, -as approving what had
« been fpoken by the blefled Father St. Antonzo.

The Legend adds, that after many Hereticks, who were prefent at
the Miracle, had been converted by it, the Saint gave his benediction to
the fifh, and difmifled them.

- Several other the like ftories of St. Anrony are reprefented about his

monument. in a very fine Baffo Relievo.
I could not forbear fetting down the titles given to St. Anfony in one

. of the tables that hangs up to him, as a token- of gratitude from a poor
il Peafant, who fancied the Saint had faved him from breaking his neck.

Sacratiffivii pufionis Bethlehemitics
Lilio candidior: delicio,

Seraphidum [oli fulgidifimo,
Celfifimo facre [(apientie tholo,

Prodigiorum patratori potentiffimo,

| B8 Mortis, ‘ersoris, calamitatis, Lepre, Dumonis,

" Difpenfatori, correctori, liberatori, curatars, fugatovi,
i ' Sanéto, [apients, piv, potenti, tremendo,
i Egrotorum et naufragantium [alvators

Prefentiflimo, tutiffimo.
Membrorum reftitutori, vinculorum confratiors,
Rerum
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Rerum perditarum inventori [lupendo,
Periculorum omnium profligator
Magno, Mirabils,
Ter Santto,
Antonio Paduano,
Pientiffimo poft Denm ejtfyne Virgineam matrem
Protectori et Sofpitators fuo, &c.

The cuftome of hanging up limbs in wax, as well as pitures, is certain-
ly derived from the old heathens, who ufed, upon their recovery, to
make an offering in wood, metal or clay, of the part that had been af-
flicted with a diftemper, to the Deity that delivered them. I have feen,
I believe, every limb of a human body figured in iron or clay, which
were formerly made on this occafion, among the feveral colleftions of
antiquities that have been fhown me in fraly. The church of St. Fu/ff-
na, defigned by Palladio, is the molt handfom, luminous, difencumbe-
ved building in the infide that T have ever feen, and is efteemed by many
artifts one of the fineft works in Italy. 'T'he long Nef confifts of a row
of five cupola’s, the crofs-one has on each fide a fingle cupola deeper and
broader than the others. The martytdom of St. Jfuffina hangs over the
Altar, and is a piece of Paul Veronefe. In the great town-hall of Pa-
dua ftands a {tone fuperfcribed Lapis Vituperis. Any debtor that will
fvear himfelf not worth five pound, and 1s fet by the Bailifs-thrice with
his bare buttocks on this {tone mn a full hall, clears himfelf of any farther
profecution from his creditors; but this is a punifhment that no body has
fubmitted to, thefe four and twenty years. The univerfity of Padue is
of late much more regular than it.was formerly, though it is not yet fafe
walking the ftreets after fun-fet, 'There is at Paduwa a manufallure of
cloth, which has brought very great revenues into the republick. At
prefent the Englifb have not only gained upon the Pemetsans in the Le-
want, which ufed chiefly to be fupplied from this manufa&ure, but have
great quantitics of their cloth in Penice it felf; few of the nobility Wear-
ing any other fort, notwithffanding the magifirate of the pomps is obliged
by his. office ‘to' fee that no body wears the ¢cloth: of a foreign country.
Our metchants indeed ‘are’ forced to make ufe of fome artifice to get
thefe prohibited goods into port.: - What they here fhow for the afhes of
Livy and Autenor is difregarded by the beft of their own antiquaries.

The pretended tomb of Axtensr put me in‘mind rof the datter part «
Virgil's defcription, which gives us the original of Padua.

| M) Antesor
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Antenor potuit mediis elapfius Achivis

Illyricos penetrare finus, atque intima tutus

Regna Liburnorum, et fontem fiperare Timavi:

Vnde per ora novem vaflo cum murmure montis

It mare preruptum, et pelago premit arva fonanti ;

il Hic tamen ille urbem Patavi, fedefque locavit

ikl Teucrorum, et genti nomen dedit, armague fixit

* ' Troia.: nunc placidd compoftus pace quieftir. .y
|

I

HF Antenor, from the midit of Grecian hofls,

] Could pafs fecure ; and pierce th’ Iifyrian coafts,

il Where rolling down the fteep ZTimavus, raves,

And through nine channels difembogues his waves.

At length he founded Padua’s happy feat,

i And gave his Trojans afecure retreat:

| .!i ! There fix'd their arms, and there renew’d their names;

And there in quiet lyes. : Dryden:
From Padua 1 went down to the river Brest in the ordinary ferry,

which brought me in a day’s time to Fenice.

7 SR 5 AR e Rk,

AVING often heard Penice reprefented as one of the moft de-
fenfible cities in the world, I took care to inform my felf of the

particulars in which its ftrength confifts. =~ And thefe I find are b
chiefly owing to its advantagious fituation; for it has neither rocks nor
| fortifications near it, and yet is, perhaps, the molt impregnable town in
1 Europe. It ftands at lealt four miles from any part of the Terra Firma,
nor are the thallows that lye about it/ ever frozen hard enough to bring
over an army from the land-fide ; - the conftant flux and reflux of the
{fea, or' the natural mildnefs of the climate, hindering the ice from ga-
thering to any thicknefs; which is an advantage the Hollanders want,
when they have laid all their country under water. On the fide that is
expofed
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