UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works Of The Right Honourable Joseph Addison, Esq.

In Four Volumes

Addison, Joseph
London, 1721

Venice.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53633

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53633

_. -

ey
=

28 Breftia, Verona, Padua.

R i

Antenor potuit mediis elapfius Achivis

Illyricos penetrare finus, atque intima tutus

Regna Liburnorum, et fontem fiperare Timavi:

Vnde per ora novem vaflo cum murmure montis

It mare preruptum, et pelago premit arva fonanti ;

il Hic tamen ille urbem Patavi, fedefque locavit

ikl Teucrorum, et genti nomen dedit, armague fixit

* ' Troia.: nunc placidd compoftus pace quieftir. .y
|

I

HF Antenor, from the midit of Grecian hofls,

] Could pafs fecure ; and pierce th’ Iifyrian coafts,

il Where rolling down the fteep ZTimavus, raves,

And through nine channels difembogues his waves.

At length he founded Padua’s happy feat,

i And gave his Trojans afecure retreat:

| .!i ! There fix'd their arms, and there renew’d their names;

And there in quiet lyes. : Dryden:
From Padua 1 went down to the river Brest in the ordinary ferry,

which brought me in a day’s time to Fenice.

7 SR 5 AR e Rk,

AVING often heard Penice reprefented as one of the moft de-
fenfible cities in the world, I took care to inform my felf of the

particulars in which its ftrength confifts. =~ And thefe I find are b
chiefly owing to its advantagious fituation; for it has neither rocks nor
| fortifications near it, and yet is, perhaps, the molt impregnable town in
1 Europe. It ftands at lealt four miles from any part of the Terra Firma,
nor are the thallows that lye about it/ ever frozen hard enough to bring
over an army from the land-fide ; - the conftant flux and reflux of the
{fea, or' the natural mildnefs of the climate, hindering the ice from ga-
thering to any thicknefs; which is an advantage the Hollanders want,
when they have laid all their country under water. On the fide that is
expofed
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expofed to the Adriatic, the entrance is {o difficult to hit, that they have
marked it out with feveral ftakes driven into the ground, which they
would not fail to cut upon the firft approach of an enemy’s fleet.  For
this reafon they have not fortified the little Iflands, that Iye at the en-
trance, to the beft advantage, which might otherwife very eafily com-
mand all the paffes that lead to the city from the Adriatic. Nor could an
ordinary fleet,. with bomb-veifels,. hope to fucceed againit a place that
has always in its arfenal a confiderable number of gallies and men of war
ready to put to fea on' a very fhort warning. 1f we could therefore
fuppofe them blocked up on all fides, by a powcer too {trong for them,
both by:fea and land, they would be able to defend themfelves againit
every thing but famine; and this would not be a little mitigated by the
great quantities of fifh that their feas abound with, and that may be taken
up in the midft of their very fireets,. which is fuch a natural magazine as
few other places can boaft of.

Our voyage-writers will needs have this city in great danger of being
left; within an age or two, on the Terra Firma; and reprefent it in fuch
a tnanner, as if the fea was infenfibly fhrinking from it, and retiring into
its channel. I asked feveral, and among the reft Father Coronelli, the
State’s Geographer, of the truth of this particular, and they all affured
me that the fea rifes as high as ever, though the great heaps of dirt it
brings along with it are apt to choak up- the fhallows, but that they are
in no danger of lofing the benefit of their fituation, fo long as they are at
the charge of removing thefe banks of mud and fand. One may {ee a-
bundance of them above the furface of the water, fcattered up and down
like fo many little Iflands, when the tide is low ; and they are thefe that
make the entrance for fhips difficult to fuch as are not ufed to them, for
the deep canals run between them, which the Femezians are at a great
expence to keep free and open.

This city ftands very convenient for commerce. It has feveral naviga=
ble rivers that run up into the body of Italy, by which they might {upply
a great many countries with fifh and other commodities ; not to mention
their opportunities for the Levent, and each fide of the Adriatic. But,
notwithftanding thefe conveniencies, their tradeis far from being in a flou-
rifhing condition for many reafons. Fhe duties are great that are laid on
merchandizes. Their Nobles think it below their quality to engage in
traffick. The Merchants who are grown rich, and able to manage great
dealings, buy their nobility, and generally. give over trade. Their ma-

nufaétures of cloth, glafs and filk, formerly the belt in Europe, are now
excel-
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excelled by thofe of other countries. They are tenacious of old laws and
cuftomes to their great prejudice, whereas a trading nation muft be ftill for
new changes and expedients, as different jun@tures and emergencies arife.
The' State is at prefent ver y fenfible of this decay in their trade, and as a
noble Penetian, who is {till a merchant, told me, they will {fpeedily find
out fome method to redrefs it; poflibly by making a Free port, for they
look with an evil eye upon Lfgzﬁa?we, which draws to it moft of the ve{-
fels bound for fzaly. They have hitherto been fo negligent in this parti-
cular, that many think the Great Duke’s gold has had no fmall influence in
their councils.

Fenice has {everal particulars which are not to be found in other ci-
ties, and is therefore very entertaining to a traveller. It looks, at a di-
ftance, llike a great town half floated by a deluge. There are canals e-
very where crofling it, fo that one may go to moit houfes either by land
or water. 'This is a very great convenience to the inhabitants; for a
Gondola with two oars at Fewnice, is as magnificent as a coach and fix
horfes, with a large equipage, in another country; befides that it makes
all carriages extremely cheap. The ftreets are generally paved with
brick or free-ftone, and always kept very neat, for there is no carriage,
not fo much as a chair, that pafles through them. There is an innume-
rable multitude of very handfome bndgf:s, all of a fingle arch, and
without any fence on either fide, which would be a great inconvenience
to a city lefs fober than #enice. One would indeed wonder that drink-
ing is fo little in vogue among the Venerians, who are in a moift air and
a moderate climate, and have no fuch diverfions as bowling, hunting,
walking, riding, and the like exercifes to employ them without doors.
But as the Nobles are not to converfe too much with firangers, they are
m no danger of learning it; and they are generally too diftruftful of one
another for the freedoms that are ufed in fuch kind of converfations:
There are many noble palaces in Fewice. Their furniture is not com-
monly very rich, if we except the pictures, which are here in ‘greater
plenty than in any other place in Ewrgpe, from the hands of the beft
maflers of the Lombard {chools as Titian, Paul Vf?‘ﬂﬂf’ﬁ, and Tintoret,
‘The laft of thefe is in greater efteem at Fenice than in other parts of Tzady;
The rooms are generally hung with gilt leather, which they cover on ex-
traordinary occafions with tapeftry, and hangings of g: eater value.  The
flooring is a kind of red phifter made of brick ground to powder; and
afterwards work'd into mortar. It is rubbed with oil,’ and makes:a
imooth, fhining and beautiful furface. Thefe particularities are cliefly

owing
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owing to the moiftire of theair; which would have an ill effeft on other
kinds of furniture, as it thows it felf too vifibly in many of their fineft
pictures. Though the Fenetians are extremely jealous of any great fame
or merit in a living member of their common-wealth, they never fail of
giving a man his due praifes, when they are in no danger of fuffering
from his:ambition. For this reafon, though there are a great many mo-
numents erefted to fuch as have been benefaltors to the Republick, they
are generally put up after their deaths. Among the many Elogiums that
are given to the Doge Pifaure, who had been Ambaflador in Eng-
land, his epitaph fays, In dnglid Facobi Regis obitum mird caliiditate
cebatum mird *fagacitate rimatus prifcam benevolentiars firmavit. The
patticular palaces, churches, and pitures of Pewmice are enumerated in
{everal little books that may be bought en the place, and have been faith-
fully tranfcribed by many voyage-writers. When I was at Fenice, they
were putting out very curious ftamps of the feveral edifices which are
moft famous for their beauty or magnificence. 'The Arfenal of Venice
is an Ifland of about three miles round. It contains all the ftores and
provifions for war, that are not aétually employed. There are docks for
their gallies and men of war, moft of them full, as well as worlc-houfes
for all land and naval preparations. That part of it, where the arms are
laid, makes a great fhow, and was indeed very extraordinary about a
hundred ycars ago, but at prefent a great part of its furniture is grown
ufelefs. There feem to be almoft as many fuits of armour as there are
guns. The fwords are old-fafhioned and unwieldy in a very great num-
ber, and the fire-arms fitted with locks of little convenience in compa-
rifon of thofe. that are now in ufe. The Femetians pretend they could
fet out, in cafe of great neceffity, thirty men of war, a hundred gallies,
and ten galeafles, though I cannot conceive how they could man a tleet
of half the number. It was certainly a mighty error in this State to af-
fo&t fo many conquefls on the Terra Firma, which has only ferved to
raife the jealoufie of the chriftian Princes, and about three hundred years
ago had: like to have ended in the utter extirpation of the common-
wealth ; whereas, had they applyed themfelves with the fame politics and
induftry to the increafe of their {trength by fea, they might perhaps have
had all the Hlands of the Arehipelago in their hands, and, by confe-
quence, thic greateft flect, and the moft fea-men of any other State in
Europe. - Befides, that this'would have given no jealoufie'to the Princes
their neighbours, who would have enjoyed their own dominions in
peace;. and: have ‘been very well ‘contented: to-‘have: feen fo firong a

: bulwark




bulwark againft all the forces and invalions of the ‘Otfowar Em-
pue.

This Republick has been much more powerful than it is at prefent, as
it is ftill likelier to fink than increafe in its dominions. It is not impofli=
ble but the Spaniard may, {ome time or other, demand of them Creme,
Brefcia, and Bergame, which have been torn from the Mzlanefe; and in
cafe a war thould arife upon it, and the Penerians lofe a fingle battel, they
might be beaten off the Continent in a fingle fummer, for their fortifi-
cations are very inconfiderable. On the other fide, the Fewetians are in
continual apprehenfions from the Z#7£, who will certainly endeavour at
the recovery of the Mores, as foon as the Otfoman Empire has recruited
a little of its'antient ftrength. -~ They are very fenfible that they had bet-
ter have puthed their conquefts on the other fide of the Adriatick into
Hlbania, for then their territories would have lain together, and have been
nearcr the fountain-head to have received fuccours on occafion; but the
Wenetians are under articles with the Emperor, to refign into his hands
whatever they conquer of the Turkifh dominions, that has been former-
ly difmembred from the Empire. - And having already very much diffa-
tisfied him in the Frioul and Dalmatia, they dare not think of exafpe-
yating him further. The Pope difputes with them their pretenfions to the
Polefin,as the Duke of Savgy laysan equal claim to the Kingdom of Cyprus.
*Tis furprifing to confider with what heats thefe two powers have con-
tefted their:title to a Kingdom that is in the hands of the Twr#£.

Among all thefe difficulties the Republick will {lill maintain it felf, if
policy can prevail upon force; for it is certain the Fenesiar Senate is one
-of the wifeft councils in the world, though at the fame time, if we believe
the reports of feveral that have been well verfed in their conflitution, a
great-part of their politics is founded on maximes which others do not
think confiftent with their honour to put in prattice. The prefervation
of the Republick is that to which all other confiderations {ubmit. To
encourage idlenefs and luxury in the Nobility, to cherifh ignorance and
licentioufnefs in the Clergy, to keep alive a continual fa&ion in the com-
conpeople, to connive at the vicioufnefs and debauchery of convents, to
breed diilentions among the Nobles of the Terre Firma, to treat a brave
man with {corn and infamy; in fhort, to flick at nothing for the publick
intereft, are reprefented as the refined parts of the Penetian wifdom.

Among all the inftances of their politics, there is none more admira-
ble than the great fecrecy that reigns in their public councils, The Se-
nate is generally as numerous as our Houfe of Commons,if we only reck-

on
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on the fitting Members, and yet carries its refolutions {o privately, that
they are feldom known ’till they difcover themfelves in the execution.
It is not many years f{ince they had before them a great debate concern-
ing the punifhment of one of their Admirals, which lafted a month to-
gether, and concluded in his condemnation; yet was there none of his
friends, nor of thofe who had engaged warmly in his defence, that gave
him the leaft intimation of what was pafling again{t him, rill he was
actually feiz’d, and in the hands of juitice.

The Noble Fenetians think themfelves equal at leaft to the Electors of
the Empire, and but one degree below Kings; for which reafon they fel-
dom travel into foreign countries, where they muft undergo the morti-
fication of being treated like private Gentlemen: Yet it is obferved of
them, that they difcharge themfelves with a great deal of dexterity in
fuch embaflies and treaties as are laid on them by the Republick; for
their w hole lives are employed in intrigues of ftate, and they natu-
rally give themfelves airs of Kings and Princes, of which the Miniiters of
other nations are only the Reprefentatives.  Monfieur #melot reckons in
his time, two thoufand five hundred Nobles that had voices in the great
Council, but at prefent, I am told, there are not at moit fifteen hundred,
notwith{tanding the addition of many new families {ince that time. [tis
vety {trange, that with this advantage they are not able to keep up their
number, confidering that the Nobility fpreads equally through all the
brothers, and that fo very few of them are deftroyed by the wars of the
Republick. Whether this may be imputed to the luxury of the Venet:-
ans, or to the ordinary celibacy of the younger brothers, or to the laft
plague which fwept away many of them, I know not. They generally
thruft the females of their families into convents, the better to preferve
their eftates. This makes the Fenetian Nuns ! famous for the liberties
they allow themfelves. They have Opera’s within their own walls, and
often go out of their bounds to meet their admirers, or they are very
much mifreprefented. They have many of them their lovers, that con-
verfe with them daily at the grate, and are very free to admit a vifit from
a ftranger. There is indeed one of the Cornara's, that not long ago re-
fufed to fee any under a Prince.

The Carnaval of Penice is every where talked of. The great diverfion
of the place at that time, as well as on all other high occafions, is Mask-
ing. 'The Fenetians, who are naturally grave, love to give into the fol-
lies and entertainments of fuch feafons, when difguifed in a falfe perfo-
nage. They are indeed under a neceflity of finding out diverfions that

Vour. IL. _ B may
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may agree with the nature of the place, and make fome amends for the
lofs of feveral pleafures which may be met with on the Continent. Thefe
difguifes give occafion to abundance of love-adventures; for therg is
fomething more intriguing in the amours of Fenice, than in thofe of o-
ther countries, and 1 queftion not but the fecret hiftory of a Carnaval
would make a colle@tion of very diverting Novels. Opera’s are another
great entertaiiment of this feafon. The Poetry of them is generally as.
exquifitely ill, as the Mufick is good. The arguments are often taken
from fome celebrated ation of the ancient Greeks or Romans, which
fometimes looks ridiculous enough; for who can endure to hear one of
the rough old Remans {queaking through the mouth of an Eunuch, efpe-
cially when they may chufe a fubje@ out of courts where Eunuchs are
really Aéors, or reprefent by them any of the foft Afatic Monarchs?
The Opera that was moft in vogue, during my ftay at Fenice, was built
onthe following fubjet. Cefar and Scipso are rivals for Cars’s daugh-
ter. Cefar's firft words bid his {oldiers fly, for the enemies are upon
them. ' 87 leva Cefare, e dice a Soldati. A la fugga. A'lo Scampo. The
daughter gives the preference to Cefar, which is made the occafion of
Cuato’s death. Before he kills himfelf, you fee him withdrawn into his
1.ibrary, where, among his books, I obferved the titles of Pdutarch and
Taffo. ~ After a fhort {oliloquy he ftrikes himfelf with the dagger that he
holds in his hand, but, being interrupted by one of his friends, he ftabs
him for his pains, and by the violence of the blow unluckily breaks the
dagger on one of his ribs, fo that he is forced to difpatch himfelf by tear-
ing up his firft wound. ThisTaft circumftance puts me in mind of a con-
trivance in the Opera of St. Angelo, that was afted at the fame time. The
King of the play endeavours at a rape, but' the Poet being refolved to
{ave his Heroine’s honour, has {o ordered it, that the King always aéls
with a great cafe-knife fluck in his girdle, which theTLiady fnatches from
him in the ftruggle, and fo defends her felf.

T Iralian Poets, befides the celebrated fmoothnefs of their tongue,
have a particular advantage, above the ‘Wwriters of other nations, in the
difference of their Poetical and Profe language. * There are indeed fets
of phrafes that in all countries are peculiar to the Poets, but among
the Trakians there are not only fentences, but a multitude of particular
words that never enter into common difcourfe. They have fuch a diffe-
rent turn and polifhing for poetical ufe, that they drop feveral of their
letters, and appear in another form, when they come to be ranged in
verfe. For this reafon the Ftalian Opera feldom finks into @ poornefs of

language,
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langhage, but, amidik all the meannefs and familiarity of the thoughts,
has {omething beautiful and fonorous in the expreflion. Without this
natural advantage of the tongue, their prefent poetry would appear
wretchedly low and vulgar, notwithftanding the many ftrained allegories
that are To much in ufe among the writers of this nation. The Exglifb
and French, who always ufe the fame words in ver{e as in ordinary con-
verfation, are forced to raife their language with metaphors and figures,
or, by the pompoufnefs of the whole phrafe, to wear off any littlenefs
that appears in the particular parts that compofe it. This makes our
blank verfe, where there is no rhime to fupport the expreffion, extreme-
Iy difficult to fuch as are not mafters in the tongue, cipecially when they
write on low fubjeéts ; and ‘tis probably for this reafon that Mz/zon has
made ufe of fuch frequent tranfpofitions, latini{ms, antiquated words and
phrafes, that he might the better deviate from vulgar and ordinary ¢x-
preffions.

The Comedies that Ifaw at Penice, orindeed in any other part of Ira-
2y, are very indifferent, and more lewd than thofe of other countries.
Their Poets have no notion of genteel Comedy, and fall into the moft fil-
thy double-meanings imaginable, when they have a mind to make their
audience merry.  There is no part generally fo wretched as that of the
fine Gentleman; efpecially when he converfes with his Miftrefs ;~for then
the whole dialogue is an infipid mixture of pedantry and romance. But
’tis no wonder that the Poets of fo jealous and referved a nation fail in fuch
converfations on the {tage, as they have no patterns of in nature. ‘There
are four ftanding characters which enter into every picce that comes on
the ftage, the Doctor, Harleguin, Pantalone and Coviello. The Dolfor's
charaéter comprehends the whole extent of a Pedant, that with a deep
voite, and a magifterial air breaks in upon converfation, and drives down
all before him: Every thing he fays is backed with quotations out of
Galen, Hippocrates, Plaro, Virgil; or any Author that rifes uppermoft,
and all anfwers from his companion are looked upon as. impertinencies
or interruptions. 'Harleguin’s part is' made wp of blunders and abfurdi-
ties ; he is to miftake one name for another, to forget his errands, to
ftumble over Queens, and to run his head againft every polt that dtands
in his way. ‘This is all attended with fomething {o comical inthe woice
and geftures, that ‘a man, who is {fenfible of the folly of the part, ‘can
hardly forbear being pleafed with it. Pantaloneis generally anold Cul-
ly, and Covselle a Sharper.

F2 I
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I have feen a tranflation of the Cid aéted at Bolonia, which would ne-
ver have taken, had they not found a place in it for thefe Buffoons. All
four of them appear in masks that are made like the old Romar Perfone,
as T fhall have occafion to obferve in another place. The ZFrench and
Italians have probably derived this cuftom of {hewing fome of their cha-
rafters in masks, from the Greeé and Roman theater. The old Fatican
Terence has at the head of every fcene the figures of 2ll the perfons that
are concerned in it, with the particular difguifes in- which they atted ;
and I remember to have feen in the Filla Mattheio an antick {latue
masked, which was perhaps defigned for Graths in the Eunuch, for it
agrees exaétly with the figure he makes in the Vaticar manufcript. One
would wonder indeed how fo polite a people as the.ancient Romars and
Athenians, thould not look on thefe borrowed faces as unnatural. ‘They
might do very well for a Cyclops, or a: Satyr that can have no refem-
blance in human features; but for a Flatterer, a Mifer, or the like cha-
ralters, which abound in our own {pecies, nothing is- more ridiculous
than to reprefent their looks by a painted vizard. In perfons of this
nature the turns and motions of the face are often.as agreeable as any
part of the action. Could we fuppofe that a mask reprefented never fo
naturally the general humour of a charater, it can never fuit with the
variety of paflions that are incident to every fingle perfon in the whole
courfe of a play. The grimace may be proper on fome occafions, but
is too fteady to agree with all.  The rabble indeed are. generally pleafed
at the firft entry of a difguife, but the jeft grows cold even with them
too when it comes on the ftage in a fecond {cene.

Since I am on this fubjeét, I cannot forbear mentioning a cuftom at
Venice, which they tell me is particular to the common people of this
country, of finging Stanza’s out of Taffo. They are fet to a pretty folemn
tune, and when one begins inany part of the Poet, it is odds but he will
be anfwered by fome body elfe that over-hears him: So that {fometimes
you have ten or a dozen in the neighbourhood of one another, taking
verfe after verfe, and running on with.the Poem as far as their memories
will carry them.

On Holy-Thurfday, among the feveral fhows that are yearly exhibited,
1 faw one that is odd enough, and. particular to the Fewetians. 'There
is a fet of Artifans, who by the help of {everal poles, which they lay a-
crofs each others fthoulders, build themfelves up into a kind of Pyramid ;
fo that you fee a pile of men in the air of four or five rows rifing
one above another. The weight is fo equally diltributed, that every

man
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man is very well able to bear his part of if, the ftories, if Imay fo call
them, growing lefs and lefs as they advance higher and higher. A little
boy reprefents the point of the Pyranid, . who, after a fhort fpace, leaps
off, with a great deal of dexterity, into the arms of one that catches him
at the bottom. In the fame manner the whole building falls to pieces.
I have been the more particular on this, becaufe it explains the follow-
ing verfes of Claudian, which fhow that the #enetians are not the inven-.
tors of this trick.

Vel qui -more avium [efe Jaculantir in anrasy

Corporague edificant, celeri crefcentia next,

Quorum compofitam puer augmentatis in arcem’

Emicat, et vinctus plante, vel cruribus -berens,

Pendula librato figit vefligia faltu.  Claud. de Pr. et Olyb. Conf.

Men, pil’d on men, with aftive leaps arife, -
And build the breathing fabrick to the skies; -
A fprightly youth above the topmoit row
Points the tall pyramid, and crowns the thow.

Though we meet with the Penet; in'the old poets, the city of. Fenice
is too modern to find a place among them. Jannazarius’s Epigram is
too well known to be inferted. The fame Poet has celebrated this city
in two other places of his Poems:

Quis Venete miracula proferat urbis,
Vna inflar magni que fimul Orbis babet?
Salve Italim Regina, altz pulcherrima Rome
Amula, que terris, que dominaris aguis!
Tu tibi vel Reges cives facis ; O Decus, O Laux
Aufonie, per quam libera turba fumus,
Per guam Barbaries nobis non imperat, et Sob
Exoriens noftro clarius orbe nitet! L:s EL7

Venetia {tands with endlefs beauties crown'd,
And as a world within her felf is found.
Hail Queen of Iraly! for years to come
The mighty rival of immortal Rome !
Nations and Seas are in thy ftates enroll'd,
And Kings among-thy citizens are told.

Aufonia’s
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Aufonia’s brighteft ornament | by thee
She {its a Sov'raign, unentlav'd, and free ;
By thee, the rude Barbarian chas’d away, _
The rifing fun chears with a purer ray %
Qur weftern world, and doubly gilds the day.

Nee T femper eris, que feptem amplecterss arces, :
Ne Tu, qua mediis emula furgés aquis. L. v EL 1,

Thonu too fhalt fall by time or barb’rous foes,
Whofe circling walls the fev'n fam’d hills inclofe ;
And thou, whofe rival tow’rs invade the skies,
And, from amidft the waves, with egual glory rife.

FERRAR Ay RAVENNA, RIMINL

A T Penice 1 took a bark for Ferrara, and in my way thither
A faw feveral mouths of the #s, by which it empties it felf in-
to the Adriatic,

—— Quo non alins per pinguia cunlta
In mare purpureim violentior influit amnis, Virg. G. 4.

which is true, if underftood only of the rivers of I¢aly.
Lucan’s defcription of the Po would have been very beautiful, -had he
known when to have given over.

Quogue magis nullum tellus [e folvit in amnem

Eridanus, frattafque evolvit in aquora fyivas,

He(periamque exhaurit aquis: bunc fabula primum

Populed fluvium ripas umbraffe corond:

Cumgue diem pronum tranfver o limite ducens

Succendit Phacton flagrawtibus athera loris;

Gurgiribus raptis, penstus tellure perufia,

Hunc babuiffe pares Phebeis ignibus undas. L. 2.

The
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