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38 RN &R
Aufonia’s brighteft ornament | by thee
She {its a Sov'raign, unentlav'd, and free ;
By thee, the rude Barbarian chas’d away, _
The rifing fun chears with a purer ray %
Qur weftern world, and doubly gilds the day.

Nee T femper eris, que feptem amplecterss arces, :
Ne Tu, qua mediis emula furgés aquis. L. v EL 1,

Thonu too fhalt fall by time or barb’rous foes,
Whofe circling walls the fev'n fam’d hills inclofe ;
And thou, whofe rival tow’rs invade the skies,
And, from amidft the waves, with egual glory rife.

FERRAR Ay RAVENNA, RIMINL

A T Penice 1 took a bark for Ferrara, and in my way thither
A faw feveral mouths of the #s, by which it empties it felf in-
to the Adriatic,

—— Quo non alins per pinguia cunlta
In mare purpureim violentior influit amnis, Virg. G. 4.

which is true, if underftood only of the rivers of I¢aly.
Lucan’s defcription of the Po would have been very beautiful, -had he
known when to have given over.

Quogue magis nullum tellus [e folvit in amnem

Eridanus, frattafque evolvit in aquora fyivas,

He(periamque exhaurit aquis: bunc fabula primum

Populed fluvium ripas umbraffe corond:

Cumgue diem pronum tranfver o limite ducens

Succendit Phacton flagrawtibus athera loris;

Gurgiribus raptis, penstus tellure perufia,

Hunc babuiffe pares Phebeis ignibus undas. L. 2.

The
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The Po, that rufiing with uncemmon force,
O’er-fets whole woods in its tumultuous courfe,
And rifing from Hefperia's watry veins,

Th’ exhaufted land of all its moifture drains.
The Po, as {ings the fable, firft convey’d

Its wond'ring current through a poplar thade:

For when young, P baetor miftook his way,

Loft and confounded in the blaze of day,

"This river, with {urviving ftreams fupply’d,
When all the reft of the whole earth were dry'd,
And nature’s {elf lay ready to expire,

Quench’'d the dire flame that fet the world on fire.

The Poet’s refle®ions follow.

Non minor bic Nilo, £ non per plana jacentis

Agypti Libycas Nilus flagnaret arenas.

Nozu minor bic Iftro, nifi quod dum permeat orbem

Ifter, cafuros in quelibet equora fontes

Accipit, et Scythicas exit non [olus in undas. Id.

Nor would the Ni/e more watry {tores contain,
But that he ftagnates en his Lzbyan plain:

Nor would the Denube run with greater force,
But that he gathers in his tedious courfe

Ten thoufand ftreams, and fwelling as he flows,
In Scythian {eas the glut of rivers throws.

That is, fays Sealiger, the Eridamus would be bigger than the Nile
and Danube, if the Nile and Danube were not bigger than the Eridanus.
What makes the Poet’s remark the more improper, the very reafon why
the Danube is greater than the Po, as he afligns it, is that which really
makes the Po as great as it is; for before its fall into the Gulf, it re-
ceives into its channel the moft confiderable Rivers of Piemont, Milan,
and the reft of Lomébardy.

From Penice to Ancona the tide comes in very fenfibly at its ftated
periods, but rifes more or lefs in proportion as it advances nearer the head
of the Gulf. Lucan has run out of his way to defcribe the Phenome-
son, which isindeed very extraordinary to thofe wholye out of the neigh-
bourhood of the great Ocean, and, according to his ufual cuftom, lets his
Poem ftand ftill that he may give way to his own reflections..
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Quaque jacet littus dubiin, gutod torra fretumgne
Pendicat alternis wicibus, cum funditur ingens
Oceanus, vel cim refugis (¢ fluctibus aufert.
Ventus ab extremapelagus fic axe volutet
Deflituatque ferens: an fidere mota fecundo
Tethyos unda vage Junaribus. aftuat bores:
Flammiger an Titan, ut alentes bauriat untdas,
Erigat oceanum fluctufque ad fidera tollat,
Quarite quos agitat mundi labor : at mibi femper
Tu quecungue moves tam crebros catfa mearus,
Ut fuperi voluere, late.

Wail’d with fucceflive feas, the doubtful ftrand
By turnsis ocean, and by turns is land:

W hether the winds in diftant regions blew,
Moving the world of waters to and fro;

Or waining Moons their fetled periods keep
To fwell the billows, and ferment the deep;
Or the tir'd Sun, his vigour to {fupply,

Raifes the floating mountains to the Sky,

And f{lakes his thirft within the mighty tide,

Do you who ftudy nature’s werks decide:
Whilit I the dark myfterious caufe admire,
Nor, into what the Geds cenceal, prefumptuoufly enquire.

#Lbb, i1,

At Ferrara 1 met nothing extraordinary. "The town is very large, but
extremely thin of people. "It has a Citadel, and {fomething like a fortifi-
¢éation running round it, but {o farge that it requires more Soldiers to de-
fend it, than the Pope has in'his whole dominions. The {ltreets are as
beautiful as any I have feen, in their length, breadth, and -regularity. The
Benediétines have the fineft convent of the place. They fhowed us in
the church A4rigfle’s Monument : “His Epitaph fays, ‘he was Nodilitare ge-
HEPES atyie -animi Clarus, in rebus publicis adminiftrandis, in regendis
populis, in graviffimis et [ummis Pontificis legationibus prudentid, confi-
lio, élogquentid praftantiffimus.

I came down a branch of the Po, as far as Alberto, within ten miles
of Ravenna. All this fpace lyes miferably uncultivated ’till you come
near ‘Ravenna, where the foil 1s made extremely fruitful, and thows what
much of the reft might be, were there hands enough to manage it to the
beft advantage. It 1s now on both fides the road very marlhy, and gene-

rally
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rally over-grown with Rufhes, which made me fancy it was once floated

by the Sea, that lyes within four miles of it. Nor could I in the leaft doubt

it when I faw Ravenna, that is now almoft at the {ame diftance from the

Adriatic, though it was fermerly the moft famous of all the Roman ports.
One may guefs af its ancient fituation from Martial’s

Melidfyue Rane garriant Ravenyates. ¥ab. "3
Ravenna’s Frogs in better mufick croak.
and the defeription that Silius ITtalzcus has given us of it.

"Quaque LraVE remo limofis fegniter undis
Lenta paludofee perfcindunt flagna Ravenne.
Encumber'din the mud, their oars divide
With heavy ftrokes the thick unwieldy tide.

L, 8.

Accordingly the oid Geographers reprefent it as fituated among mar-
fhes and fhallows. The place which is fhown for the Haven, is on a
level with the town, and has probably been {ftopped up by the great
heaps of dirt that the fea has thrown intoit; for all the foil on that fide
of Ravenna has been left there infenfibly by the fea’s difcharging it felf
upon it for {fo many ages. The ground muft haye been formerly much
lower, for otherwife the town would have lain under water. The re-
mains of the Pharos, that ftand about three miles from the fea, and two
from the town, have their foundations covered with earth for fome yards,
as they told me, which notwithftanding are upon 2 level with the fields
that Iye about them, though ’tis probable they took the advantage of a
yifing ground to fet it upon. It was a fquare Tower of about twelve
yards in breadth, as appears by that part of it which yet remains entire,
{o that its height muit have been very confiderable to have preferved a
proportion.  Itis made in the form of the Fenetian Campanello, and 1s
probably the high Tower mentioned by Pliny, Lib. 36. cap. 12.

On the fide of the town, where the fea is fuppofed to have lain for-
merly, there is now a little Church called the Roronda. At the entrance
of it are two ftones, the one with an infcription in Gothic charalters, that
has nothing in it remarkable; the other.is a {quare piece of marble, that
by the infeription appears ancient, and by the ornaments about it fhows it
felf to have been a little Pagan monument of two perfons who were fhip-
wreck’d, perhaps in-the place where now their monument ftands.”, The

Vor. IL G firft
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firlt line and a half, that tells their names and families in profe, is not le-
gible; the reft runs thus,

Ranie domus hos produxit alumnos,
Libertatis opus contulit una dies.

Nanfraga mors pariter rapuit quos junxerat anté,
Et duplices luétus mors periniqua dedit.

Both with the fame indulgent Mafter blefs'd,

On the fame {fame da{ their liberty poflefs'd :

A thipwreck flew whom it had join'd before,

And left their common friends their fun’rals to deplore.

There isa turn in the third verfe that we lofe, by not knowing the
circumftances of their ftory. It was the Naufiaga mors which deftroyed -
them, as it had formerly united them; what this union was is exprefled
in the preceding verfe, by their both having been made Free-men on the
fame day. If therefore we fuppofe they had been formerly fhipwreck’d
with their Mafter, and that he made them free at the fame time, the Z-
pigram is unriddled. Nor is this interpretation perhaps fo forced as it
may feem at firft fight, fince it was the cuftom of the Mafters, a little
before their death, to give their flaves their freedom, if they had deferved
it at their hands; and it is natural enough to fuppofe one, involved in a
common fhipwreck, would give fuch of his flaves their liberty, as fhould
have the good luck to fave themfelves. The Chancel of this church is
vaulted with a fingle ftone of four foot in thicknefs, and a hundred and
fourteen in circumference. There ftood on the outfide of this little
Cupola a great Tomb of Porphyry, and the Statues of the twelve Apo-
{tles; but in the war that Loxzs the twelfth made on f7aly, the Tomb was.
broken in pieces by a cannon-ball. It was, perhaps the fame blow that
made the flaw in the Cupola, though the inhabitants fay it was crack’d
by Thunder, that deftroyed a fon of one of their Gorhic Princes, who:
had taken fhelter under it, as having been foretold what kind of death he
he was to die. Tasked an Abbot, that was in the church, what was the
name of this Gethic Prince, who, after a little recolleétion, anfwered me,.
% That he could not tell precifely, but that he thought it was one Julius
« Cefar.” There is a Convent of Theatins, where they fhow a little win-
dow in the chureh, through which the Hely Ghoft is faid to have ente-
red in the fhape of a Dove, and to have fettled on one of the Candidates
for the Bifhoprick. The Dove is reprefented in the window; and in fz

ver
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veral places of the church, and is in great reputation all over [zaly. 1
fhould not indeed think it impoflible for a Pigeon to fly in accidentally
through the roof, where they ftill keep the hole open, and by its flut-
tering over fuch a particular place, to give fo fuperftitious an aflembly
an occafion of favouring a competitor, efpecially if he had many friends
among the Electors that would make a politick ufe of fuch an accident :
But they pretend the miracle has happened more than once. Among
the pictures of feveral famous men of their order, there is one with this
infeription. P. D. Thomas Gouldvellus Ep. A" Trid” concilio contra
Hereticos, ¢t it Anglia contra Elifabet. Fidei Confeffor confpicuiis.
The ftatue of Alexander the feventh ftands in the large fquare of the
town; it is caftin brafs, and has the pofture that is always given the fi-
gure of a Pope; an arm extended, and blefling the people. In another
{quare on a high pillar-is fet the ftatue of the blefled Virgin, arrayed like
a Queen, with a fcepter in her hand, and a crown upon her head ; for
having delivered the town from a raging peftilence. The cuftom of
crowning the holy Virgin is fo much in vogue among the Jzalians, that
one often fees in their churches a little tinfel crown, or perhaps a circle
of ftars glewed to the canvas over the head of the figure, which fome-
times fpoils a good pi@ture. In the convent of Benediétines 1 faw three
huge Chefts of Marble, with no infcription on them that I could find,
though they are faid to contain the afhes of Falentinian, Honorius, and
his fitter Placidia. From Ravenna I came to Rimins, having pafled the
Rubicon by the way. This river is not fo very contemptible as it is gene-
rally reprefented, and was much increafed by the melting of the fnows
when Cefar pafled it, according to Lucan.

Fonte cadit modico parvifque impellitur undis

Puniceus Rubicon, cum fervida canduit gflas:

Perque imas [erpit valles, et Gallica certus

Limes ab Aufoniis differminat arva colonis :

Tunc wires prebebat hyems, atque auxgrar undas

Tertia jam gravido pluvialis Cynthia corn,

Et madidis Euri refolute flatibus Alpes. Lt 5

While fummer lafts, the ftreams of Rubicon
From their {fpent fource in a {mall current run,
Hid in the winding vales they gently glide,
And Itely from neighb’ring Gax/ divide ;

G’ 2 }—}:.UL
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But now, with winter florms encreas'd, they rofe,
By wat’ry moons produc’d, and Alpine fnows,
That J‘lLILle’ on the hoary mountains lay,

And in warm eaftern winds diffolv’d away.

This river is now called Fifarello.

Rimini has nothing modern to boaft of. Its antiquities are as follow :*

A marble Bridge of five arches, built by Auguftus and Tiberius, for the
infcription is {till legible, though not rightly tranfcribed by Grazer. A
triumphal Arch raifed by Augnffus, which makes a noble gate to the
town, though part of it is ruined. The ruines of.an Amphitheater. The
Suggefium, on which it is faid that Fu/ius Cefar harangued his army
after having paffed the Rubicon. 1 muit confefs I can by no means look
on this lafl as authentick : It is built of hewn flone, like the pcdcﬁai of a
pillar, but fomething higher than ordinary, and is but juft broad enongh
for one man to and upon it. On the contrary, the ancient Suggeffums,
as [ have often t:hﬁ.‘r\'cd on Medals,. as well as on Conflantine’s Arch,
were made of wood like a little kind of Stage,. for the heads of the nails
are fometimes reprefented; that are fuppofed to have faftened the boards
together. W e often fee on them the meum, and two or three gene-
ral Officers, fometimes fitting and {fometimes I’hmhng, as rhey made

Speeches, or diftributed. a {,ongmy to the foldiers or people. They
were probably always in readinefs,. and carried among the baggage
of the ar my, W hereas this at Rsmini muft have been built on the place,
and required fome time before it could be finithed.

If the obfervation [ have here made is juft, it may ferve as a confirma-
tton to the learned Fabrests’s conjecture on Z7ajan’s Pillar;. who fup-
pofes, I think, with a great deal of reafon, that the Camps, Intrench-

ments,




Ferrara, Ravennas Rimini. 45

ments, and other works @f the fame nature, which are cut out as if they
had been made of brick or hewn ftone, wére in reality only of Earth,
Turf, or the like materials; for there are on the Pillar fome of thefe
Suggeftums which are figured like thofe on Medals, with only this diffe-
rence, that they feem -built of brick or free-ftone. -~ At twelve miles di-
ftance from Riminz ftands the ljttle Republick of St. Marino, which I
could not forbear vifiting, though it lyes out of the common tour of tra-
vellers, and has exceflively bad ways to it. I fhall here give a particular
account, of it, becaufe I know of no body elfe that has doneit. One
may, at leaft, have the pleafure of feeing in it fomething more {ingular
than can be found in great Governments, and form from it an Idea of
Venice in its firft beginnings, when it had only a few heaps of earth for
its doniinions, or of Rome it felf,- when it'had as yet covered but one of
its feven hills.

The REPUBLICK of St. M4 RINO.
; HE town. and republick of St. Marino ﬁz‘md.:; on. the top:of a

very high and craggy mountain, [t is generally hid among the
clouds, and lay under fnow when I faw it, though it was clear
and warm weather in all the country about it.  There is not a fpring ox
fountain, that I could hear of; in the whole dominions, but they areal-
ways well -provided with huge cifterns and refervoirs of rain and fnow-
water. ‘The wine that grows on the fides of their mountain is extraor-
dinary good,  and I think much better than any I met with on  the
cold fide of the Appenines. . "This puts me in mind. of their cellars, which
have moft of them a natural advantage that renders them extremely cool
in the hotteft feafons; for they have generally in the fides of them deep
holes that run into. the hollows of the hill; from whence there conftant-
ly iffues a breathing kind: of vapour, fo very chilling in the fummer
time, that a man can fcarce fuffer his hand in the wind of it.
This mountain, and a few neighbouring hillocks that lye feattered a-
bout the bottom of ity is the whole circuit of thefe dominions. They
have,
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