UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works Of The Right Honourable Joseph Addison, Esq.

In Four Volumes

Addison, Joseph
London, 1721

The Republick of St. Marino.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53633

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53633
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ments, and other works @f the fame nature, which are cut out as if they
had been made of brick or hewn ftone, wére in reality only of Earth,
Turf, or the like materials; for there are on the Pillar fome of thefe
Suggeftums which are figured like thofe on Medals, with only this diffe-
rence, that they feem -built of brick or free-ftone. -~ At twelve miles di-
ftance from Riminz ftands the ljttle Republick of St. Marino, which I
could not forbear vifiting, though it lyes out of the common tour of tra-
vellers, and has exceflively bad ways to it. I fhall here give a particular
account, of it, becaufe I know of no body elfe that has doneit. One
may, at leaft, have the pleafure of feeing in it fomething more {ingular
than can be found in great Governments, and form from it an Idea of
Venice in its firft beginnings, when it had only a few heaps of earth for
its doniinions, or of Rome it felf,- when it'had as yet covered but one of
its feven hills.

The REPUBLICK of St. M4 RINO.
; HE town. and republick of St. Marino ﬁz‘md.:; on. the top:of a

very high and craggy mountain, [t is generally hid among the
clouds, and lay under fnow when I faw it, though it was clear
and warm weather in all the country about it.  There is not a fpring ox
fountain, that I could hear of; in the whole dominions, but they areal-
ways well -provided with huge cifterns and refervoirs of rain and fnow-
water. ‘The wine that grows on the fides of their mountain is extraor-
dinary good,  and I think much better than any I met with on  the
cold fide of the Appenines. . "This puts me in mind. of their cellars, which
have moft of them a natural advantage that renders them extremely cool
in the hotteft feafons; for they have generally in the fides of them deep
holes that run into. the hollows of the hill; from whence there conftant-
ly iffues a breathing kind: of vapour, fo very chilling in the fummer
time, that a man can fcarce fuffer his hand in the wind of it.
This mountain, and a few neighbouring hillocks that lye feattered a-
bout the bottom of ity is the whole circuit of thefe dominions. They
have,
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have, what they call, three caftles, three conwents, and five churches,
and can reckon about five thoufand fouls in their community. The in-
habitants as well as the hiftorians, who mention this little republick,
give the following account of its original. St. Marino was its founder,
a Dalmatian by birth, and by trade a Mafon. He was employed above
thirteen hundred years ago in the reparation of Rimini, and, after he had
finithed his work, retired to this folitary mountain, as finding it very
proper for the life of a Hermit, which he led in the greateft rigours and
aufterities of religion. He had not been long here before he wrought a
reputed miracle, which, joined with his extraordinaay fanélity, gained
him {o great an efteem, that the Princefs of the country made him a pre-
fent of the mountain to difpofe of it at his.own difcretion. His reputa-
tion quickly peopled it, and gave rife to the Republick which calls it felf
after his name. So that the Common-wealth of Marine may boaft at
leaft of 2 nobler original than that of Rome, the one having been at firft
an A/fy/um for robbers and murderers, and the other a refort of perfons
eminent for their piety and devotion. The beft of their churches is de-
dicated to the Saint, and Wolds his athes. His fltatue {lands over the
high Altar, with the figure of a mountain in its hands, crowned with
three caftles, which is likewife the arms of the Common-wealth. They
attribute to his prote@ion the long duration of their State, and look on
him as the greateft Saint next the Blefled Virgin. I faw in their Statute-
book a law againit fuch as fpeak difrefpeétfully of him, who are to be
punifhed in the fame manner as thofe who are convifted of blal-
hemy.

: This petty Republick has now lafted thirteen hundred years, while
all the other States of Iraly have feveral times changed their mafters
and forms of government. Their whole hiftory is comprifed in two
purchafes, which they made of a neighbouring Prince, and in a war in
which they aflifted the Pope againfta Lord of Rimini. In the year rroo
they bought a caftle in the neighbourhood, as they did another in the
year 1170. The papers of the conditions are preferved in their Ar-
chives, where ’tis very remarkable that the name of the agent for the
Common-wealth, of the feller, of the notary, and the witnefles, are the
fame in both the inftruments, though drawn up at feventy years diftance
from each other. Nor can it be any miftake in the date, becaufe the
Popes and Emperors names, with the year of their refpeive reigns,
are both punétually fet down. About 290 years after this they aflifted
Pope Pius the fecond againflt one of the Malatefla’s, .who was then
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Lord of Rimini; and when they had helped to conquer him, received
from the Pope, as a reward for their affiftance, four little caftles. This
they reprefent as the flourifhing time of the Common-wealth, whentheir
dominions reached half way up a neighbouring hill ; but at prefent they
are reduced to their old extent. They would probably fell their liberty
as dear as they could to any that attacked them; for there is but one
road by which to climb up to them, and they have a very fevere law
againft any of their own body that enters the town by another path, left
any new one thould be worn on the fides of their mountain. All that
are capable of bearing arms are exercifed, and ready at a moment’s call.

The foveraign power of the Republick was lodged originally in what
they call the Arengo, a great Council in which every houfe had its Rep
prefentative. But becaufe they found too much confufion in fuch a mul-
titude of Statefmen, they devolved their whole authority into the hands
of the Council of fixty. The Arengo however is fill called together in
cafes of extraordinary importance ;. and if, after due fummons, any mem-
ber abfents himfelf, he is to be fin'd to the value of about a peany Ewng-
Lifb, which the ftatute fays he thall pay, fine aliqud diminutione aut gratid.
In the ordinary courfe of government, the Council of fixty (which, not-
withftanding the name; confifts but of forty perfons) has in its hands the
adminiftration of affairs, and is made up half out of the Noble Families,
and half out of the Plebeian. 'They decide all by baloting, are not ad-
mitted ’till five and twenty years old, and chufe the Officers of the Com-
mon-wealth.

Thus far they agree with the great Council of Fenice, but their power
is much more extended ; for no fentence can ftand that is not confirmed
by two thirds of this Council. Befides, that no Son can be admitted in-
to it during the life of his Father, nor two be in it of the fame family, nor
any enter but by ele@ion. The chief Officers: of the Common-wealth
are the two Capitaneos, who have fuch a power as the old Reman Con-
fuls had, but are chofen every fix months. I talked with fome that had
been Capitancos {ix or {even times, though the Office is never to be
continued to the fame perfons twice fucceflively. The third Officer is
the Commiflary, who judges in all civil and criminal matters. But be-
caufe the many alliances, friendfhips, and intermarriages, as well as the
perfonal feuds and’ animofities that happen among {o fmall a people might
obftruét the courfe of juftice, if one of their own number had the de-
ftribution of it; they have always a foreigner for this employ, whom they
chufe for three years, and maintain out of the publick flock. He muit
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be a Dotor of Law,and-a man of known integrity.- He is joined +in
commiflion with the Capitaneos, and acts fomething like the Recorder of
London under the Lord Mayor. The! Common-wealth of Genge was
forced to make ufe of a foreign Judge for many years, whilft their Re-
publick was ton into the divifions of Guelphs and Gibelines. The fourth
man in the flate is the Phyfician, who muft likewife be a ftranger, and is
maintaihed by a publick falary. He is obliged to keep a horfe, to vifit
the fick, and to infpeét all Drugs that are imported. He muft be at
leaft thirty five years old, a Dottor of the Faculty, and eminent for his
religion and honefty ; that his rafhnefs or ignorance may not unpeople the
Common-wealth. . And that they may net {ufter long under any bad
choice, he is elected only for three iyears. :I'he prefent Phyfician is a very
underftanding man, and well read in our countrymen, Harvey, W ilies,
Sydenbam, &c. He has been continued for fome time among them, and.
they fay the Common-wealth thrives under his hands. Another perfon.
who makes no ordinary hgmc in the Republick, is the School-maiter. 1
{carce met with any in the place that had not fome tinéture of learning.

1 had the perufal of a Latiz book in .Folie, entitled, Statuze Liluftriffi-
me Reipublice Santi Marini, printed at-Rimini by order of the Com-
mon-wealth. The Chapter.on the publick Minifters fays, that when an
Ambaflador is difpatched from the Republick to any foreign ftate he fhall
be  allowed, out of the Treafury, to the:value of a Shilling a day. The
people are cfteemed very honeit and rigorous in the execution of ju-
{lice, and feem to live more happy and contented among their rocks and
{nows, than others. of the Ttaliaws do in the pleafanteft vallies of the
world. Nothing indeed can be a greater inftance of the natural love that
mankind has for liberty, and of their averfion to an arbitrary govern-
ment, than fuch a favage mountain covered with people, and the Campe-
#ia of Rome, which lyes in the fame  country, almoft deftityte of in-
habitants.
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