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Go Pefaro, Fano, Senigalliay &c.

His urbes arva, et latis Mevania pratis,
Hifpellum, et duro monti per faxa recumbens
Narnia, &c. — Sil. Te. L. 8.

Since I am got among the Poets, I fhall end this chapter with two
or three paffages out of them, that I have omitted inferting in their pro-
per places.

§it cifterna mibi quam viwea malo Ravenne,
Cum poffim multo vendere pluris aguam, Mar. L. 5.

Lodg'd at Ravenna, (water {ells fo dear)
A ciftern to a vineyard I prefer,
Callidus impofust nuper mibi caupo Ravenne ;
Cum peterem mixtum, vendidit ille merum. Id.

By a Ravenna vintner once betray’d,

So much for wine and water mix'd I paid;
But when I thought the purchas’d liquor mine,
The rafcal fobb’d me off with only wine.

Stat fucare colus nec Sidone vilior Aucon,
Murice nec Tyrio.
The wool when thaded with Arcona’s dye,
May with the proudeft Tyrian purple vie.

Fountain water is ftill very fcarce at Revewna, and was probably much
more fo, when the fea was within its neighbourhood.

Sil. Ie, L. 8.

From ROME to NAP LES.

Rotunda, leaving the reft till my return from Nagles, when 1
fhould have time and leifure enough to confider what I faw.

St. Peters feldom anfwers expeétation at firft entering it, but enlarge{s_ ;E
e

U PON my arrival at Rome I took a view of St. Pezers, and the
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{elf on all fides infenfibly, and mends upon the eye every moment. The
proportions are {o very Ex-'ell obferved, that uoth_ing appears to an advan-
tage, Of diftinguithes it felf above the reft. It feems neither extremely
high, nor long, nor broad, becaufe it is all of them in a juft equality.
As on the contrary in our Gozhic cathedrals, the narrownefs of the arch
makes it rife in height, or run out in length ; the lownefs often opens it
in breadth, or the defectivenefs of fome other particular makes any fingle
part appear in great perfection. Though every thing in this Church is
admirable, the moft aftonifhing part of it is the Cupola. Upon my going
to the top of it, 1 was furprifed to find that the Dome, which we fee in
the church, is not the fame that one looks upon without doors, the laft
of them being a kind of cafe to the other, and the {tairs lying betwixt
them both, by which one afcends into the ball. Had there been only the
outward dome, it would not have fhewn it felf to an advantage to thofe
that are in the church; or had there only been the inward one, it would
fcarce have been {cen by thofe that are without; had they both been
one folid dome of fo great a thicknefs, the pillars would have been too
weak to have fupported it. After having furveyed this dome, I went to
fee the Rotunda, which is generally faid to have been the model of it.
This church is at prefent fo much changed from the ancient Pantheon,
as Pliny has defcribed it, that fome have been inclined to think it is not
the fame temple; but the Cavalier Fonzana has abundantly fatisfyed the
world in this particular, and fthewn how the ancient figure, and orna-
ments of the Pantbeon, have been changed into what they are at prefent,
This Author, who is now efteemed thegpeft of the Roman Archites,
has lately written a treatife on Fe/paflan’s Amphitheater, which is not
yet printed.

After having feen thefe two malter-pieces of modern and ancient ar-
chiteéture, 1 have often confidered with my felf whether the ordinary fi-
gure of the heathen, or that of the chriftian temples be the moft beauti-
ful, and the moft capable of magnificence, and cannot forbear thinking
the crofs figure more proper for fuch fpacious buildings than the Rotund.
I muit confels the eye is better filled at firft entering the Rotwnd, and
takes in the whole beauty and magnificence of the temple at one view.
But fuch as are built in the form of a crofs, give us a greater variety of
noble profpeéts. Nor is it eafie to conceive a more glorious fhow in Ar-
chitecture, than what a man meets with in St. Peters, when he ftands
under the dome. If he looks upward he is aftonithed at the {pacious
hollow of the cupola, and has a vault on every fide of him, that makes

one
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one of the beautifulleft #iffas that the eye can poflibly pafs through. I
know that fuch as are profefled admirers.of the ancients, will find abun-
dance of chimerical beauties the Architects themfelves never thought
of, as one of the moft famous ef the moderns in that art tells us, the
hole in the roof of the Rotunda is fo admirably contrived, that it makes
thofe who are inthe Temple look like Angels, by diffufing the light e-
qually on all fides of them.

In.all the old high-ways, that lead from Rome, one {ees feveral little ru-
ines on each fide of them, that were formerly fo many fepulchres; for
the ancient Romans generally buryed their dead near the great roads.

%sorrms Flaminia tegitur cinis atque Latind, Juv.S. 1.

None, but fome few of a very extraordinary quality, having been in-
terred within the walls of the city.

QOur chriftian epitaphs, that are to be feen only in churches, or church-
yards, begin often with a Siffe Viator. Fiator precare falutem, &c. pro-
bably in imitation of the old Roman infcriptions, that generally addrefled
themfelves to the travellers; as it was impoflible for them to enter the
city, or to go out of it without paffing through one of thefe melancholy
roads, which for a great Jength was nothing elfe but a ftreet of funeral
monuments.

In my way from Rome to Naples 1 found nothing fo remarkable as the
beauty of the country, and the extreme poverty of its inhabitants, It is
indeed an amazing thing to fee the prefent defolation of fzaly, when one
confiders what incredible mulgitudes of people it abounded with during
the reigns of the Romar Emperors: And notwithiftanding the removal
of the Imperial feat, the irruptions of the barbarous nations, the civil
wars -of this country, with the hardfhips of its feveral governments, one
can fcarce imagine how fo plentiful a foil fhould become fo miferably un-
peopled in comparifon of what it once was. We may reckon, by a very
moderate computation, more inhabitants in the Campania of old Rome,
than are now in all frefy. And if we could number up thofe prodigi-
ous fwarms that had fettled themfelves in every part of this delightful
country, I queftion not but that they would amount to more than can be
found, at prefent, in any fix parts of Ewrepe of the fame extent. This
defolation appears no where greater than in the Pope’s territories, and
yet there are {everal reafons would make a man expect ro fee thefe domi--
nions the befl regulated, and moft flourithing of any other in Exrope.
Their Prince is generally a man of learning and virtue, mature in years

and
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and experience, who has feldom any vanity or pleafure to gratify at’ his
people’s expence, and is neither encumbered with wife, children or mi-
{treffés; not to mention the fuppofed fanétity of his charatter, which
obliges him in a more particular manner to confult the good and happi-
nefs of mankind. The direion of church and {tate are lodged entirely
in his own hands, {o- that his government is paturally free from thofe
principles of faction and divifion which are mixed in the very compofiti-
on of moft others.  His fubjeéts are always ready to fall in with his de-
figns, and are more at his difpofal than any others of the moft abfolute
government, as they have a greater veneration for his perfon, and not
only court his favour but his blefling. His country is extremely fruitful,
and has good havens both for the Adriatick and Mediterranean, which
is an advantage peculiar to himfelf and the Neapolitans above the reft of
the Italians. There is ftill a benefit the Pope enjoys above all other fo-
veraigns, in drawing great fums out of Spain, Germany, and other coun-
tries that belong to foreign Princes, which one would fancy might be no
{mall eafe to his own fubjeéts. We may here add, that there is no place
in Europe fo much frequented by ftrangers, whether they are {fuch as
come out of curiofity, or fuch who are obliged to attend the court of
Rome on feveral- occafions, as are many of the Cardinals and Prelates, that
bring confiderable fums into the Pope’s dominions. But notwithitand-
ing all- thefe promifing circumitances, and the long peace that has reigned
fo.many years in Jzaly, there is not a more miferable people in Europe
than the Pope’s fubjeéts. His ftate is thin of inhabitants, and a great part
of his foil uncultivated. His {ubjeéts are wretchedly poor and idle, and
have neither fufficient manufactures, nor traffick to employ them. Thele
ill effefts may arife, in a great meafure, out of the arbitrarinefs of the

overnment, but I think they are chiefly to be afcribed to the very genius
of the Roman catholick religion, which here thews it felf in its perfe-
&ion. It is not ftrange to find a country half unpeopled, where {o great
a proportion of the - nhabitants of both fexes is tyed under fuch vows of
chaftity, and where at the fame time an inquifition forbids all recruits
out of any other religion. Nor is it lefs ealy to account for the great
poverty and want that are to be met with in a country which invites in-
to it fuch {warms of vagabonds, under the title of Pilgrims, and .fhuts up
in cloifters fuch an incredible multitude of youngand lufty beggars, who,
inftead of encreafing the contmon {lock by their labour and induftry, lye
as a dead weight on their fellow fubjeéts, and confume the charity that
ought to fupport the fiekly, old and decrepid. 'The many hofpitals, that

arg
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are every where erefted, ferve rather to encourage idlenefs in the peo-
ple, than to fet them at work ; not to mention the great riches which
lye ufelefs in churches and religious honfes, with the multitude of fefti-
vals that muft never be violated by trade or bufinefs. To fpeak truly,
they are here fo wholly taken up with mens fouls, that they negle@ the
good of their bodies; and when, to thefe natural evils in the government
and religion, there arifes among them an avaricious Pope, who is for
making a family, it is no wonder if the people fink under fuch a com-
plication of diftempers. Yet it is to this humour of Nepotifm that Rome
owes its prefent {plendour and magnificence ; for it would have been im-
poflible to have furnifhed out fo many glorious palaces with fuch a pro-
fufion of pictures, ftatues, and the like ornaments, had not the riches of
the people at feveral times fallen into the hands of many different fami-
lies, and of particular perfons; as we may obferve, though the bulk of
the Roman people was more rich and happy in the times of the Common-
wealth, the city of Rome received all its beauties and embellifhments un-
der the Emperors. It is probable the Campania of Rome, as well as
other parts of the Pope’s territories, would be cultivated much  better
than it is, were there not fuch an exorbitant tax on corn, which makes
them plow up only fuch fpots of ground as turn to the moft advantage:
Whereas were the money to be raifed on lands, with an exception to
fome of the more barren parts, that might be tax-free for a certain term
of years, every one would turn his ground to the beft account, and in a
little time perhaps bring more money into the Pope’s treafury.

The greateft pleafure I took in my journey from Rome to Napies was
in feeing the fields, towns and rivers that have been defcribed by fo ma-
ny Claffic Authors, and have been the fcenesof fo many great aétions;
for this whole road is extremely barren of curiofities. It is worth while
to have an eye on Horace’s voyage to Brundiff, when one paffes this
way; for by comparing his feveral ftages, and the road he took, with
thofe that are obferved at prefent, we may have fome idea of the chang-
es that have been made in the face of this country fince his time. If we
may guefs at the common travelling of perfons of Quality, among the an-
cient Romans, from this Poet’s defcription of his voyage, we may con-
clude they feldom went above fourteen miles a day over the Appian way,
which was more ufed by the Noble Romans than any other in fzaly, as itled
to Naples, Baie, and the moft delightful parts of the nation. It is in-
deed very difagreeable to be carryed in hafte over this pavement.

Miniis
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Minis eff gravis Appia tardis. Hor.

Lucan has defcribed the very road from Auxur to Rome, that Horace
took from Rome to Anxur. It is not indeed the ordinary way at pre-
fent, nor is it marked out by the fame places in both Poets.

Samque et precipites [uperaverat Anxuris arces,
B qua ™ Pontinas via dividit uda paludes,
wa [ublime nemus, Seythice qua regna Dianes
Ouaque iter eft Latiis ad fummam fafcibus Albam.
Excelfd de rupe procul jam confpicit urbem. L. 3.

He now had conquer’d Auxur’s {teep afcent,
And to Pontina’s watry marfhes went,

A long canal the muddy fenn divides,

And with a clear unfully’d current glides;
Diana’s woody realms he next invades,

And crofling through the confecrated fhades
Afcends high 4/ba, whence with new delight
He {ees the city rifing to his {fight,

In my way to Naples I crofled the two moft confiderable rivers of the
Campania Felice, that were formerly called the Lirés and Pulturnus, and
are at prefent the Garigliano and Fulturno. The firlt of thefe rivers has
been defervedly celebrated by the Larin Poets for the gentlenefs of its
courfe, as the other for its rapidity and noife.

—— Rura que Liris quieti

Mordet aqud, taciturnus amnis. 150 08, 50.
Liris qui fonte quiety

Diffimulat curfim, et nullo mutabilis imbre

Perflringit tacitas gemmanti gurgite ripas. oil, I, L. 4.
Mifcentem flumina Lirim

Sulfureum, vacitifque vadis ad littora lapfum
Aecolit Arpinas

1d.'L.. 8,

‘Where the fmooth ftreams of Lzrss {tray,
And fteal infenfibly away.

* A Canal, the marks of st fHll feen.

Vor. 1l K The
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The warlike Arpine borders on the fides

Of the flow Liris, thatin filence glides, %
And in its tainted ftream the working fulphur hides.
Vulturnufque rapax — Cl. de Pr. et Ol Con,

Vulturnufque celer - Luc: Ei2:28
—— Fluituque fonorumnt

Fulturnum —— Sil. Ie. L. 8.

The rough Vulturnus, furious in its courfe,
With rapid ftreams divides the fruitful grounds,
And from afar in hollow murmurs founds.

The ruines of Auxar and old Capue mark out the pleafant fituation in
which thofe towns formerly ftood. The firft of them was planted on the
mountain, where we now fee Terracina, and by reafon of the breezes
that came off the Sea, and the height of its fituation, was one of the fum-
mer retirements of the ancient Romans.

O nemus, O fontes! [(ilidumque madentis arene

Littus, et zquoreis [plendidus Anxur aguis! Mar, L. 1o.

Ye warbling fountains, and ye fhady trees,
Where Anxur-feels the cool refrefhing breeze
Blown off the fea, and all the dewy ftrand
Lyes cover’'d with a fmooth unfinking fand!

Anxuris equorei placidos frontine receffus
Et propius Baias littoreamque domum,
Et quod inbumane Cancro fervente Cicade
Non novere, newmius, fluminesfque lacus
Dum colui, &c. - Id.

On the cool fhore, near Bzja's gentle feats,

1 lay retir'd in Arxur’s {oft retreats.

W here filver lakes, with verdant fhadows crown’d,
Difperfe a grateful chilnefs all around ;

The Grafshopper avoids th’untainted air,

Nor in the midit of fummer ventures there.

Tmpofitum faxis laté candentibus Anxur. Hor. S. 5. L. 1.
Monte proceliofo Murranwm miferat dnxur., Sil.Ic. L. 4.
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e Scopuloff verticis AnXur. S.It. L. 4.
Capue Luxum vide apud Sil. It. L, 11,

Murranus came from Awxur’s fhow’ry height,
With ragged rocks, and ftony quarries white ;
Seated on hills

I don’t know whether it be worth while to take notice that the fi-
gures, which are cut in the rock near Zerracina, encreafe ftill in a deci-
mal proportion as they come nearer the bottom. If one of our voyage-
writers, who paffed this way more than once, had obferved the fituati-
on of thefe figures, he would not have troubled himfelf with the differ-
tation that he has made upon them. JSilius Italicus ‘has given us the
names of feveral towns and rivers in the Campania Felice.

Fam verd quos dives opum, quos dives avorum,
Et toto dabat ad bellum Campania traciu ;
Duétorum adventum vicinis fedibus Ofti
Servabant ; Sinuefla tepens, fluctuque [onorum:
Vulturnum, quafque evertere [ilentia, Amycle,
Fundigue et regnata Lamo Cajeta, domufque
Antiphare compreffa freto, flagnifque palufire
Linternum, et quondam fatorum conftia Cuma,
Illic Nucerie, et Gaurus navalibus apta,

Prole Dicharched multo cum milite Graja
Tlic Parthenope, et Pano non pervia Nola.
Alliphe, et Clanio contemte Sfemper Acerre.
Sarrafles etiam populos totafque videres

Sarni mitis opes: illic quos Sulphure pingues
Phiegrei legere finus, Mifenus et ardens

Ore giganteo fedes Ithacefia, Bajz,

Non Prochite, non ardentem fortita Tiphea
Inarime, non antiqui Jfaxofa Telonis

Infula, nec parvis aberat Calatia miuris,
Surrentum, ct pauper [ulei Cerealis Avella,

I primis Capua, beu rebus fervare Secundis
Inconfulta modum, et pravo peritura tumore, Yo d.

K 2 NAPLES.
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