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Y firft days at Naples were taken up with the fight of proceffi-

ons, ‘which are always very magnificent in the Holy-Week. I

would be tedious to give an account of the feveral reprefenta-
tions of our Saviour’s deathand refurreftion, of the figures of himfelf,
the Bleffed Virgin, and the Apoftles, which are carryed up and down on
this occafion, with the cruel penances that feveral infli& on thenifelves,
and the multitude of ceremonies that attend thefe {folemnities. I faw, at
the fame time, a very {plendid proceflion for the acceflion of the Duke
of Anjon to the Crown of §pain, in which the Vice-Roy bore, his part
at the lefe-hand of Cardinal Cantelmi. To grace the parade, they ex-
pofed, at the fame time;. the blood of St. Fazuarius, which liquefyed at
the approach of the Saint’s head, though, as they fay, it was hard con-
gealed before. T had twice an opportunity of {ecing the operation of
this pretended: miracle, and mult confefs 1 think it fo far from being a-
real miracle, that I look upon it as one of the moft bungling tricks that
I ever faw: Yet it is this that makes as great a noife as any in, the Roman
Church, and that Monfieur Pe/¢ha’ has hinted at among the refl,.in his
marks of the true religion. . The modern Neapolitans {eem to have co-
pyed it out from one, which was- fiown in a town of the Kingdom ef:
Naples, aslong ago as in Horace’s time.

Debine Gnatia bymphis

Tratis extrulta dedit rifufgue jocofgue;

Dum flammd fine thura liquefcere limine Sacro
Perfuadere cupit: credat Judaus apella,

Non ego
At Gnatiz next arrivd, we laugh'd to fee
The fuperititious croud’s fimplicity,

That
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That in the facred: temple needs weuld try
Without a fire th’ unheated gums to fry ; 2
Believe who will the folemn fham, not'I: S

One may fee at leaft that the heathen Pricfthood had the fame kind
of {ecret among them, of which the Roman Catholicks are now ma-
fters.

I muft confefs, thoughT had lived above a yearin a Roman Catholick
country, 1 was furprized to fee many ceremonies and: fuperftitions in- Na-
ples, that are not fo much as thought of in France. But as it is certain
there has been a kind of feeret reformation made, though not publickly
owned, in the Roman Catholick church, fince the fpreading of the Pro-
teffant religion, fo we find the feveral nations are recovered out of their
ignorance, in proportion as they converfe more or lefs with thofe of the
reformed churches. For this reafon the Fresch are. much more enlight-
ened than the Spanierds or Italiansy on occafion of their frequent con-
troverfies with the Huguenots; and we find many of the Roman Catho-
lick Gentlemen of our own country, who will not ftick . to laugh at the-
fuperftitions they fometimes meet within other nations..

I fhall not be particular in defcribing the grandeur of the city of Na-
ples, the beauty of its pavement, the regularity of its buildings, the
magnificence, of its churches and convents, the multitude. of its inhabi-
tants, or the delightfulnefs of its fituation, which fo many others have:
done with a great deal of leifure and exaltnefs. If a war fhould break.
out, the town has reaforr to-apprehend the exalting of a large contribu-
tion, or a bombardment. It has but feven gallies, a mole, and two lit-
tle caftles, which are capable of hindering an enemy’s approaches. Be-
fides,| that the fea, which lyes pear it,is not fubject to ftorms, has no {en-
fible flux and reflux, and isfo deep, that a veflel of burden may come up
to the very mole. The houfes are flat roof’d-to walk upon, {o that eve-
ry bomb that fell on them would take effect.

Pitures, {tatues, and pieces of antiquity are not fo common at Na-
ples, as one might expeét in fo great and ancient a city of Iraly; for the
Vice-Roys take care to fend mto Spain every thing that is valuable of
this nature. Two of their fineft modern ftatues are thofe of Apolls and’
Minerva, placed on each fide of Sannazarius’s tomb.  Oncthe face of
this monument, which is all of ‘marble, and very neatly wrought, 1s re-
prefented, in Bas relief; Neptune among the Satyrs, to fhow that this
Roet was the inventer ofi pifcatory eclogucs. 1 remember Hugo Gl;*'c?ﬁ.?;;_f

i :
delcribes
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defcribes himfelf in one of his Poems, as ‘the fir{t that brotught the Mufes
to the fea-fide, but he muft be underftood only of the Poets of his own
country. [ here faw the temple that Sarnazarius mentions in his invo-
cation of the Blefled Virgin, at the beginning of his De partu Virginis,
which was all raifed at his own expence.

Niveis tibi fi [olennia templis

Serta damus; [i manfuras tibi ponimus aras

Excifo in [copulo, fluctus unde aurea canos

Defpiciens celfo de culmine Mergilline

Arrollit, nautifgue procul venientibus offert.

Tu vatem ignarumque Vie infuctumque labors

Diva mone j GRE

_Thou bright celeftial Goddefs, if to thee

An acceptable temple [ ereét,

With fairelt flowers and frefheft, garlands deck’d,
On tow’ring rocks, whence Margilliné {pies
The ruffled deep in ftorms and tempefts rife;
Guide thou the pious Poet, nor refufe

Thine own propitious aid to his unpra&tis’d Mufe.

There are feveral very delightful profpe&s about Naples, efpecially
from fome of the religious houfes; for one feldom finds in Zraly a fpot
of ground more agreeable than ordinary, that is not covered with a con-
vent. ‘The Cupola’s of this city, though there are many of them, do
not appear to the beft advantage when one {urveys them at a diftance,
as being generally too high and narrow. The Marquis of Medina Cido-
nia, in his Vice-Royalty, made the fhell of a houfe, which he had not
time to finifh, that commands a view of the whole bay, and would have
been a very noble building had he brought it to perfection.

It ftands {o on the fide of a mountain that it would have had a garden
to every flory, by the help of a bridge which was to have been laid over
each garden.

‘The bay of Naples is the moft delightful one that I ever faw. It lyes
in almoit a round figure of about thirty miles in the. diameter. Three
parts of it are fheltered with a neble circuit of woods and mountains,
"T'he high promontory of Surrentum divides it from the bay of Salernum.
Between the utmoft point of this’promontory, and the Ifle of Capera,
the fea enters by a fireight of about three miles wide. This land {tands

as
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as a vaft Mole, which {feems to have been planted there on purpofe to
break the violence of the waves that run into the bay. It lyes long-ways,
almoft in a parallel line to Naples. The exceflive height of its rocks fe-
cures a great part of the bay from winds and waves, which enter again
between the other end of this Ifland and the Promontory of Mifene. The
bay of Naples is called the Crazer by the old Geographers, probably from
this its refemblance to a round bowl half filled with liquor. Perhaps #ir-
gil, who compofed here a great part of his Aweids, took from hence the
plan of that beautiful harbour, which he has made in his firft book ; for
the Libyan port is but the Neapolitan bay in little.

Eff in feceffuu longo locus. Infila portum

Efficit objectu laterum, quibus omnis ab alto

Frangitur, inque [inus (cindit [éfé unda reducios:

Hinc atque hinc vafle rupes geminigie minantur

In celum [copuli, quorum [ub vertice laté

ALquora tuta filent, tum Silvis fiena corufcis

Defuper, horrentique atrum nemis imminet umbrd. 1. An.

Within a long recefs there lyes a Bay,

An ifland fhades it from the rouling fea,

And forms a port fecure for fhips to ride.

Broke by the jutting land on either fide, %
In double ftreams the briny waters glide,

Between two rows of rocks: a Sylvan fcene

Appears above, and groves for ever green. Dryden.

Naples ftands in the bofom of this bay, and has the pleafanteft fituati-
on‘in the world, though by reafon of its weflern mountains, it wants an
advantage Firruvius would have to the front of his Palace, of fecing the
{etting Sun.

One would wonder how the Spaniards, who have but very few forces
in the kingdom of Nap/es, fhould be able to keep a people from revolting,
that has been famous for its mutinies and feditions in former ages. But
they have fo well contrived it, that though the fubjefts are miferably
harafled and opprefled, the greateft of their opprefiors are thofe of their
own body. T fhall not mention any thing of the Clergy, who are fuffi-
ciently reproached in moft Itineraries for the univerfal poverty that one
meets with in this noble and plentiful kingdom. A great part of the peo-

ple is in a ftate of vaflalage to the Barons, who are the barfheft tyrants
in
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in the wotld to thofe that are under them. The vaffals indeed are zl-
lowed, and invited to bring in their complaints and appeals to the Vice-
Roy, who to foment divifions, and gain the hearts of the populace, does
not {lick at imprifoning and chaftifing their mafters very feverely on oc-
cafion, The fubjects of the Crown are notwithitanding much more rich
and happy than the vaflals of the 'Barons. Infomuch that when the
King has been upon the 'point of felling a town to one of his Barons, the
inhabitants have raifed the fum upon themfelves, and prefented it to the
King, that they might keep out of fo infupportable a {lavery. Another
way the Spaniagds have taken to-grind the Neapolitans, and yet to take
off the Odium from themfelves, has been by erecting feveral Courts of Ju-
{tice, with a very fmall penfion for fuch as fit at the head of them, fo that
they are tempted to take bribes, keep caufes undecided, encourage law-
fuits, and do all they can to fleece the people, that they may have where-
withal to {fupport their own dignity. It is incredible how great a multi-
tude of retainers to the Law there are at Naples. It is commonly faid,
that when Junocent the eleventh had defired the Marquis of Carpio to
furnith him with thirty thoufand head of Swine, the Marquis anfwered
him, that for his Swine he could not fpare them, but if his Holinefs had
occafion for thirty thoufand Lawyers he had them at his fervice. Thefe
Gentlemen find a continual employ for the fiery temper of the Neapo/i-
+¢ans, and hinder them from uniting in fuch common friendfhips and alli-
ances as might endanger the fafety of the government. There are very
few perfons of confideration who have not a caufe depending ; for when
a Neapelitan Cavalier has nothing elfe to do, he gravely fhuts himfelf up
in his clofet, and falls a tumbling over his papers to fee if he can ftart a
law-{uit, and plague any of his neighbours. So much is the Genius of
this people changed fince Starzus’s time.

Nulla fioro rabies, aut flriéte. jurgia legis
Morum jura viris folum et fine faftibus equum. Sil. L 3.

By love of right and native juftice led,

In the ftraight paths of equity they tread;

Nor know the bar, nor fear the Judge’s frown,
Unpractis'd in the wranglings of the gown.

There is another circumitance which makes the Neapolitans, in a very
particular manner, the oppreflors of each other. - The Gables of Naples
are very high on oil, wine, tobacco, and indeed on almoft every thing

that
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that can’be eaten; drank or worn. - There would have been one on fruit,
had not Maffianello’s rebellion abolifhed it, as it has probably put a ftop
to many others. ‘W hat makes thefe impofts more intolerable to the poor-
er fort, they are laid on all butchers meat, while at the fame time the
fowl and gibier are tax-free.. Befides; all meat being taxed equally by
the pound, it happens that the duty lyes heavieft on the coarfer forts,
which are moft likely to fall to the fhare of the common peoplé, fo that
beef perhaps pays a third, and veal a tenth of its price to the govern-
ment, a pound of either fort having the fame tax fixed on it. Thefe ga-
bels are moft of them at prefent in the hands of private men; for as the
King of Spain has had occafion for mony he has borrowed it of the rich
Neapolitans, on condition that they fhould receive the intereft out of
fuch or fuch gabels ’till he could repay them the principal.

This he has repeated fo often that at prefent there is {carce a fingle ga-
bel unmortgaged; fo that there is no place in Ewnrope which pays greater
taxes, and at the fame time no Prince who draws lefs advantage from
them. In other countries the people have the fatisfation of feeing the
mony they give fpentin the neceflities, defence, or ornament of their
State, or at leaft in the vanity or pleafures of their Prince: but here moft
of it goes to the enriching of their fellow-fubjeéts. If there was not fo
great a plenty of every thing in Naples the people could not bear it.
The Spaniard however reaps this advantage from the prefent pofture of
affairs, that the murmurs of the people are turncd upon their own coun-
trymen, and what is more confiderable, that almoft all the perfons, of the
greateft wealth and power in Naples are engaged by their own interefis
to pay thefe impofitions chearfully, and to fupport the government which
has laid them on. For this reafon, ithough the poorer fort are for the
Emperor, few of the perfons of confequence can endure to think of a
change in their prefent eftablifament; though there is no queftion but the
King of Spain will reform moft of thefe abufes, by breaking or retrench-
ing the power of the Barons, by cancelling feveral unneceffary. employs,
or by ranfoming or taking the gabels into his own hands. I have been
told too, there is a law of Charles the fifth fomething like our ftatute of
Mort-main, which has laid dormant ever fince his time, and will probably
have new life put into it under the reign of an aftive Prince. The in-
habitants of Nap/es have been always very notorious for leading a life of
lazinefs and pleafure, which I take to arife partly out of the wonderful
plenty of their country, that ddes not make labour fo ncceffary to them,
and partly out of the temper of ‘theif climate, that relaxes the fibres of

Yor, II L their




74 Ni A B B B S

their bodies, and difpofes the people to fuch an idle indolent humour.
W hatever it proceeds from, we find they were formerly as famous for it
as they are at prefent.

This was perhaps the reafon that the ancients tell us one of the Sirens
was buryed in this city, which thence received the name of Parthenope.

——Improba Siren
Defidia

Sloth, the deluding S#7en of the mind.

Hoe. 53 3. Lz,

Et in otia natam

Parthenopen Ov. Met. L., x5.
Otiofa Neapolis. KL Ep. 5.

Parthenope, for idle hours defign’d,
To luxury and eafe unbends the mind.

Parthenope non dives opuws, non [preta vigoris,

Nam molles urbi ritus atque bofpita Mufis

Otia, et exemtum Curis gravioribus £Vum:

Sivenum dedit una funm et memorabile nomen

Parthenope muris Acbeloias, #quore cujus

Regnavere diu cantus, cum dulce per undas

Exitium miferis caneret non profpera nautis. Sil, It, L., 1z,

Here wanton Naples crowns the happy fhore,
Nor vainly rich, nor defpicably poor,

The town in {oft folemnities delights,

And gentle Poets to her arms invites;

The people, free from cares, ferene and gay,

Pafs all their mild untroubled hours away.
Parthenope the rifing city nam’d,

A Sirem, for her fongs and beauty fam’d,

That oft had drown’d among the neighb’ring feas
The liftning wretch, and made deftruétion pleafe.

Has ego te fedes (nam nec mibi barbara Thrace

Nec Libye natale folum) transferre laboro:

Quas te mollis hyems et frigida temperat efias,

Quas imbelle fretum, torpentibus alluit undis:

Pax fecura locis, et defidis otia vite, £t
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Et nanguam tirbata quies, fomnigue peracii:
Nulla fore rabies, &c. Stat, Sil. L. 3

Thefe are the gentle feats that I propofe;

For not cold Seythia’s undiflolving {nows,

Nor the parch’d Lzbyan fands thy husband bore,
But mild Parthenope’s delightful {hore,

Where hufh’'d in calms the bord'ring ocean laves
Her filent coaft, and rolls in languid waves;
Refrefhing winds the fummer’s heats aflwage,
And kindly warmth difarms the winter’s rage;
Remov'd from noife and the tumultuous war,
Soft fleep and downy eafe inhabit there,

And dreams unbroken with intruding care.

™

The Antiquities and Natural Curigfities
that lye near the City of Naples.

T about eight miles diftance from Naples lyes a very noble fcene
of antiquities. What they call #irgi/’s tomb is the firft that one
meets with ‘on the way thither. It is certain this Poet was bu-

tied at Naples, but I think it is almoft as certain that his tomb flood on
the other fide of the town which looks towards #ef@vie. By this tomb
is the entry into the grotto of Paufilypo. The common people of Ne-
ples believe it to have been wrought by magick, and that Fergz/ was the
magician; who is in greater repute among the Neapolitans for having
made the Grotto, than the Eneid.

If 2 man would form to himfelf a juft idea of this place, he muft fan-
cy a vaft rock undermined from one end to the other, and a highway
running through it, near as long and as broad as the Mall in St. Fames’s
park. This fubterraneous paffage is much mended fince Sezeca gave fo

L2 bad
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