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Et nanguam tirbata quies, fomnigue peracii:
Nulla fore rabies, &c. Stat, Sil. L. 3

Thefe are the gentle feats that I propofe;

For not cold Seythia’s undiflolving {nows,

Nor the parch’d Lzbyan fands thy husband bore,
But mild Parthenope’s delightful {hore,

Where hufh’'d in calms the bord'ring ocean laves
Her filent coaft, and rolls in languid waves;
Refrefhing winds the fummer’s heats aflwage,
And kindly warmth difarms the winter’s rage;
Remov'd from noife and the tumultuous war,
Soft fleep and downy eafe inhabit there,

And dreams unbroken with intruding care.

™

The Antiquities and Natural Curigfities
that lye near the City of Naples.

T about eight miles diftance from Naples lyes a very noble fcene
of antiquities. What they call #irgi/’s tomb is the firft that one
meets with ‘on the way thither. It is certain this Poet was bu-

tied at Naples, but I think it is almoft as certain that his tomb flood on
the other fide of the town which looks towards #ef@vie. By this tomb
is the entry into the grotto of Paufilypo. The common people of Ne-
ples believe it to have been wrought by magick, and that Fergz/ was the
magician; who is in greater repute among the Neapolitans for having
made the Grotto, than the Eneid.

If 2 man would form to himfelf a juft idea of this place, he muft fan-
cy a vaft rock undermined from one end to the other, and a highway
running through it, near as long and as broad as the Mall in St. Fames’s
park. This fubterraneous paffage is much mended fince Sezeca gave fo
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76 Antiquities and. Curiofities

bad a charaéter of it. The entry at both ends is higher than the middle
parts of it, and finks by degrees, to fling in more light upon' the reft.
Towards the middle are two large funnels, bored through the roof of the
grotto, tolet in light and frefh air.

There are no where about the mountain any vall heaps of" ftones,
though it is certain the great quantities of them that are dug out of the
rock could not eafily conceal themfelves, had they not probably been con-
fumed in the moles and buildings of Ngples. This confirmed me in a
conjeéture which I made at the firft fight of this fubterraneous paflage,
that it was not at firft defigned fo much for a highway as for a quarry of
{tone, but that the inhabitants, finding a double advantage by it, hewed
irinto the form we now fee. Perhaps the fame defign gave the original
to the §iby/’s grotto, confidering the prodigious multitude of palaces that
ftood in its neighbourhood.

I remember when I was at Chateaudun in France T met with a very
curious perfon, a member of one of the German Univerfities. He had
ftayed a day or two inr the town longer than ordinary, to take the mea=
fures of feveral empty fpaces that had been cut in the fides of a neigh-
bouring mountain. Some of them were fupported with pillars formed
out of the rock, fome were made in the fathion of galleries, and fome
not unlike amphitheaters. The Gentlemarr had made to himfelf feve.
ral ingenious hypothefes concerning the ufe of thefe fubterraneots apart-
ments, and from thence colletted the vaft magnificence and luxury of the
ancient Chateandunois. But upon communicating his thoughts on this
fubject to one of the moft learned of the place, he was not a little far-
prized to hear that thefe ftupendous works of art were only fo many quar-
ries of free-ftone, that had been wrought into different figures, accord-
ing as the veins of it direéted the workmen.

About five miles from the grotto of Panfilypo lye the remaine of Pures-
/ and Baje, in a foft air and a delicious fituation.

The country about them, by reafon of its vaft caverns and {fubterrane-
ous fires; has been miferably torn in pieces by earthquakes, fo that the
whole face of itis quite.changed from what it was formerly.  The fea
has overwhelmed a multitude of palaces, which may be feen at the bot-
tom of the water in a calm day.

The Lucrine lake is but a puddle in comparifon of what it once Was,
its {prings having been funk in an carthquake, or flopped up by moun-
tains that have fallen upon them. The lake of Avernus, formerly fo fa-
mows for its flreams of poifon, is now plentifully ftocked with fifh and
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fowl.  Mount Ganrus, from one of the fruitfulleft parts in Italy, is be-
come one of the moft barren. Several fields, which were laid out in beau-
tiful groves and gardens, are now naked plains, fmoaking with fulphur,
or encumbered with hills that have been thrown up by eruptions of fire,
The works of art lye in no lefs diforder than thofe of nature, for that
which was once the moft beautiful fpot of Iraly, covered with temples
and palaces, adorned by the greateft of the Romanr Common-wealth, em-
bellithed by many of the Roman Emperors, and celebrated by the beft
of their Poets, has now nothing to fhow but the ruines of its ancient
fplendor, and a great magnificence in confufion.

The mole of Putesli has been miftaken by feveral Authors for Caligu-
/a’s bridge. They have all been led into this error from the make of it,
becaufe it ftands on arches. But to pafs over the many arguments that
may be brought againft this opinion, I fhall here take away the foundati-
on of it, by fetting down an infeription mentioned by Fulius Capitolinus
in the life of Anzoninus Pins, who was the repaiver of this mole. JImp.
Cefari. Divi, Hadriani. filio. ‘Divi. Trajani. Parthici. Nepoti. Divi,
Nerve. pronepots. T. Aél. Hadriano. Antonino. Aug. Pio. &c. quod fuper
catera beneficia ad hujus etiam: tutelam portis, Pilarum wiginti molem
cum fimptu fornicum religuo ex Arario fuo largitus eff,

It would have been very diflicult to have made fuch a mole as this of
Puteoliy in a place where they had not fo natural a commodity as the
earth of Puzszwuola, which immediately hardens in the water, and after
a little lying in it looks rather like ftone than mortar. It was this that
gave the ancient Romans an opportunity of making fo many encroach-
ments on the fea, and of laying the foundations of their villas and palaces
within the very borders of ity as ™ Horace has elegantly defcribed it
more than once.

About four years ago they dug up a great piece of marble near Puz-
zuola, with {everal figures and letters engraven round i, which have gi-
ven occafion to fome difputes among the antiquaries. 1 But they all a-
gree that it is the pedeftaliof a ftatue eretted to Tiberius by the fourteen
cities of /i, which were flung down by an earthquake; the fame that,
according to the opinion of many learned men, happened at our Savi-
our’s Crucifixion. They have found in the letters, which are ftill legi-

L0 TR Ly, O fE 302 EpiftvLi 1.
} Vid. Gronoviam, Fabretti; Balifon, &,
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ble, the names of the feveral cities, and difcover in each figure fome-
thing particular to the city, of which it reprefents the genius. There
are two Medals of Tiberins {tamped on the fame occafion, with this in-
fcription to one of them, Civitatibus Afie Reflatutis. The Emperor
is reprefented in both fitting, with a Pafere in one hand, and a fpear
in;the other.

It is probable this might have been the pofture of the ftatue, which in
all likelihood does not lye far from the place where they took up the pe-
deftal; for they fay there were other great pieces of marble near it, and
feveral of them infcribed, but that no body would be at the charges of
bringing them to light. The pedeftal it felf lay neglefted in an open
field when I faw it. I fhall not be particular on the ruines of the Am-
phitheater, the ancient refervoirs of water, the Jiby/'s grotto, the Cex-
tum Camere, the {epulchre of dgrippina Nere's mother, with feveral o-
ther antiquities of lefs note, that lye in the neighbourhood of this bay,
and have been often defcribed by many others. I muft confefs, after
having furveyed the antiquities about Naples and Rome, 1 cannot but
think that our admiration of them does not fo much arife out of their
greatnefs as uncommonnefs.

There are indeed many extraordinary ruines, but I believe a traveller
would not be fo much aftonifhed at them, did he find any works of the
fame kind in his own country. Amphitheatres, triumphal arches, baths,
grotto’s, catacombs, rotunda’s, highways paved for fo great a length,
bridges of fuch an amazing height, fubterraneous buildings for the recep-
tion of rain and fnow-water, are moft of them at prefent out of falhion,
and only to be met with among the antiquities of Jrafy. We are there-
fore immediately furprized when we fee any confiderable fums laid out in
any thing of this nature, though at the fame time there is many a Gorbic
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cathedral in Englend, that has coft more pains and mony than feveral of
thefe celebrated works. Among the ruines of the old heathen temples
they fhowed me what they call the chamber of Pewmus, which {lands a
little behind her temple. It is wholly dark, and has feveral figures on
the cieling wrought in S7#cco, that feem to reprefent luft and ftrength by
the emblems of naked Fuwpiters and Gladiators, Tritons and Centaurs,
&c. fo that one would guefs it has formerly been the fcene of many lewd
myfleries. On the other fide of Naples are the Catacombs., Thefe muft
have been full of {tench and loathfomnefs, if the dead bodies that lay in
them were left to rot in open Niches, as an eminent Author of our own
country imagines. But upon examining them I find they were each of
them ftopped up: without doubt, as foon as the corps was laid init. For
at the mouth of the Niche one always finds the rock cut into little chan-
nels, to faften the board or marble that was to clofe it up, and I think I
did not fee one which had not ftill fome mortar flicking in it. In fome
I found pieces of tiles that exaétly tallyed with the channel, and in others
a little wall of bricks, that fometimes ftopped up above a quarter of the
Niche, the reft having been broken down. St. Proculus’s {fepulchre feems
to have a kind of Mofaic work on its covering, for I obferved at oneend
of it feveral little pieces of marble ranged together after that manner.
“Tis probable they were adorned, more or lefs, according to the quality
of the dead. One would indeed wonder to find fuch a muldtude of
Niches unftopped, and I cannet imagine any body fhould take the pains
to do it, who was not in queft of fome fuppofed treafure.

Baje was the winter retreat of the old Romans, that being the proper
feafon to enjoy the Bejan: Soles, and the Mollis Lucrinus; as on the
contrary, Tibur, Tufculum, Prencfle, Alba, Cajeta, Mons Circeins, Anxur,
and the like airy mountainsand promontories, were their retirements du-
ring the heats of {ummer.

Dum nos blanda tenent jucundi flagna Lucrini,
Et que pumiceis fontibus antra calent,

Tu colis Argivi vegnum Fauftine coloni *
Quoa te bis decimus ducit ab urbe lapis.

Horrida fed fervent Nemewi pectora monfiri :
Nec fatis eft Bajas igne calere fuo.

* Vide Har. L. 2. Od. 6.
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Ergo facri fontes, et littora facra valete,
Nympharum pariter, Nererdumgue domys
Herculeos colles gelida wos vincite bruma,

Nune Tiburtinis cedite frigoribus. Mar. L., 1, Ep. 116.

While near the LZucrine lake confum'd to death

I draw the fultry air, and gafp for breath,

Where fteams of Sulphur raife a flifling heat,

And through the pores of the warm pumice fweat:
You tafte the cooling breeze, where nearer home
The twentieth pillar marks the mile from Rowme
And now the Sun to the bright Lion turnps,

And Baja with redoubled fury burns;

Then briny feas and tafteful fprings farewel,

Where fountain-nymphs confus’d with Nereids dwell,
In winter you may all the world defpife,

But now ’tis Tivo/; that bears the prize.

The natural curiofities about Nap/les are as numereus and extraordina-
ry as the artificial. I fhall fet them down, as I have done the other, with-
out any regard to their fituation. The grotto de/ Cani is famous for
the poifonous fteams which float within a foot of its {furface. The fides
of the grotto are marked green, as-high as the malignity of the vapour
reaches. 'T'he common experiments are as follow: A Dog, that has his
nofe held in the vapour, lofes all figns of life in a very little  time; but if
carryed into the open air, or-thrown into a neighbouring lake, he imme-
diately recovers, if he is not.quite gone. A Torch, fnuff and all, goes
out in.a moment when dipped-into the vapour. A Piftol cannot take fire
in if. I fplit a reed, and laid in the channel of it a train of gun-pows=
der, fo that one end of the reed was above the vapour, and the other at
the bottom of it; and I found, though the fteam was ftrong enough to
hinder a piftol from taking fire in it, and to quench a lighted torch; that
1t could not intercept the train of fire when it had once begun flathing,
nor hinder it from running to the very end. This experiment] repeated
twice or thrice, to fee if I could quite diflipate the vapour, which I did
in fo great a meafure, that one might eafily let off a piftol in it. I obfer-
ved how long a Dog was in expiring the firft time, and after his recove-
ry, and found no fenfible difference. A Viper bore it nine minutes the
firlt time we put it in, and ten the fecond. When we brought it
out after the firfl trial, it took fuch a vaft quantity of air inte ‘its Jungs,

that
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that it fivelled almoft twice as big as befores and it was perhaps on this
{tock of air that it lived a minute longer the fecond time. Dr. Connor
made a difcourfe in one of the Academies at Rome upon the fubject of
this Grotto, which he has fince printed in Zngland. He attributes the
death of Animals, and the extinétion of Lights, to a great rarefaction of
the air, caufed by the heat and eruption of the fteams. But how is it
offible for thefe fteams, though in never fo great quantity, to refift the
preffure of the whole Atmofphere? And as for the heat, it is but very
inconfiderable.  Howevers; to fatisfie my felf, I placed a thin viol, well
{topped up with wax, within the fmoke of the vapour, which weuld cer-
tainly have burft in an air rarefyed enough to kill a dog, or quench a
torch, but nothing followed upon it. However, to take away all further
doubt, I borrowed a W eather-glafs, and fo fixed it in the Grotto, that the
Stagnum was wholly covered with the vapour, but I could not perceive
the Quickfilver funk after half an hour’s {tanding in it. This vapour is
generally fuppofed to be fulphurcous, though I can {ee no reafon for fuch
a fuppofition. He that dips his hand in it finds no {mell that it leaves
upon it; and though I put a whole bundle of lighted brimftone matches
to the fmoke; they all went out in an inftant, as if immerfed in water.
W hatever is the compofition of the vapour, let it have but one quality of
being very glewy or vifcous, and I believe it will mechanically folve all
the Phenomena of the Grotto. It’s unétuoufnefs will make it heavy, and
unfit for mounting higher than it does, anlefs the heat of the earth, which
is juft firong enough to agitate, and bear it upata little diftance from the
furface, were much greater than it is to rarefie and fcatter it. - It will be
too grofs and thick to keep the lungs in play for any time, {fo that Animals
will die init fooner or later, as their blood circulates {lower or fafter.
Fire will live in it no longer than in Water, becaufe it wraps it {elf in the
fame manner about the flame, and by its continuity hinders any quantity
of air or nitre from coming to its fuccour. The parts of it however are
not fo compa¢t as thofe of liquors, nor therefore tenacious enough to in-
tercept the fire that has once caught a train of ‘Gun-powder, for which
reafon they may be quite broken and difperfed by the repetition of this
experiment. There isan unétuous clammy vapour that arifes from the
{ftum of Grapes, when they lye mafthed together in the wvat, which puts
out a light when dipped into it, and perhaps would take away the breath
of weaker animals, were it put to the trial.
It would be endlefs to reckon up the different Baths, to be met with in
a country that fo much abounds in fulphur, There is {carce a difcafe
Vou. IL M which
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which has not one adapted to it. A ftranger is generally led into that
they call Cicero’s bath, and feveral voyage-writers pretend there is a cold
vapour rifing from the bottom of it, which refrethes thofe who floop
into it. "T'is true the heat is much more fupportable to one that ftoops,
than to one that ftands upright, becaufe the fteams of fulphur gather in
the hollow of the Arch about a man’s head, and are therefore much
thicker and warmer in that part than at the bottom. The three lakes of
HAgnano, Avernus, and the Lucrin, have now nothing in them particular,
The Moure Nove was thrown out by an eruption of fire, that happened
in the place where now the mountain ftands. The Sw/fatara is very
furprifing to one who has not feen Mount Zefuvio. But there is ne-
thing about Naples, nor indeed in any part of Izaly, which deferves our
admiration fo much as this mountain. - I muft confefs the idea I had of
it, did not anfwer the real image of the place when I came to fee it; I
fhall therefore give the defeription of it as it then lay.

This mountain flands at about fix Exgls/b miles diftance from Naples,
though by reafon of its height, it feems much nearer to thofe that fur-
vey it from the town. In our way to it we paflfed by what was one of
thofe rivers of burning matter, that ran from it in a late ernprion. This
tooks at a diftance like a new plowed land, but, as you come near it yon
fee nothing but a long heap of heavy disjointed clodslying one upon ano-
ther. There are innumerable Cavities and Interflices among the feveral
pieces, fo that the furface is all broken and irregular. Sometimesa great
fragment flands like a rock above the reft, fometimes the whole heap lyes
in a kind of -channel, and in other places has nothing like banks to con-
fine it, but rifes four or five foot high in the open air, without {pread-
ing abroad on either fide. This, I think, is a plain demonflration that
thefe rivers were not,as they are ufually reprefented, fo many flreamg
of runping matter; for how could a liquid, that lay hardening by de-
greces, fettle in fuch a furrowed uncompaé& furface? Were the river a
confufion of never fo many different bodies, if they had been all actually
diiffolved, they would at leaft have formed one continued cruft, as we
fee the Scorinm of metals always gathers into a {olid piece, let it be
compounded of a thoufand Heterogeneous parts. I am apt to think
therefore, that thefe huge unwieldy lumps that now lye one upon ane-
ther, as if thrown together by accident, remained in the melted mat-
ter rigid and unliquified, floating in it dike cakes of ice in a river, and
that, as the fire and ferment gradually abated, they adjufted them-
felves together as well as their irregular figures would permit, and by this

means
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means fell into fuch an interrupted diforderly heap, as we now find it
What was the melted matter lyes at the bottom out of fight. After ha-
ving quitted the fide of this long heap, which was once a ftream of fire,
we came to the roots of the mountain, and had a very troublefome
smarch to gain the top of it. It is covered on all fides with a kind of
burnt earth, very dry, and crumbled into powder, asif it had been arti-
ficially fifred. It is very hot under the feet, and mixed with feveral burnt
ftones and cakes of cinders, which have been thrown out at different
times. A man finks almoft a foot in the earth, and generally lofes half
a ftep by fliding backwards. When we had climbed this mountain we
difcovered the top of it to be a wide naked plain, fmoaking with {fulphur
in feveral places, and probably undermined with fire, for we concluded
it to be hollow by the found it made under our feet. In the midft of this
plain ftands a high hill in the fhape of a Sugar-loaf, {fo very {teep that
there would be no mounting or defcending it, were not it made up of
fuch a loofe crumbled earth as I have before deferibed. The air of this
place muit be very much impregnated with Salt-petre, as appears by the
fpecks of it on the fides of the mountain, where one can {carce find a
ftone that has not the top white with it. After we had, with much ado,
conquered this hill, we faw in the midft of it the prefent mouth of /-
Jiwvio, that goes fhelving down on all fides ’till above a hundred yards
deep, as near as we could guefs, and has about three or four hundred in
the diameter, for it feems a perfe@ Round. This vaft Hollow is general-
ly filled with fmoak, but, by the advantage of a wind that blew for us,
we had a very clear and diftin& fight of it. The fides appear all over
ftained with mixtares of white, green, red and yellow, and have feveral
rocks ftanding out of them that look like pure brimflone. The bottom
was entirely covered, and though we looked very narrowly we could fee
nothing like a hole in it; the fmoak breaking through feveral impercepti-
ble cracks in many places. The very middle was firm ground when we
faw it, as we concluded from the ftones we flung upon it, and I queftion
not but one might then have croffed the bottom, and have gone up on
the other fide of it with very little danger, unlefs from fome accidentdl
breath of wind. In the late eruptions this great hollow was like a vaft
caldron filled with glowing and melted matter, which, as it boiled over
in any part, ran down the fides of the mountain, and made five fuch
rivers as that before-mentioned. In proportion as the heat flack-
ened, this burning matter muft have fubfided within the bowels of the

mountain, and as it funk very leifurely had time to cake together, and
Mz form
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form the Bottom which covers the mouth of that dreadful vault that
tves underneath it. = The next eruption or earthquake will probably
break in pieces this falfe bottom, and quite change the prefent face of
things. _

This whole mountain, fhaped likef ugar-leaf, has been made at feve=
ral times, by the prodigious quantities ‘of earth and cinders, which have
been flung up out of the mouth that lyes in the midft of them, fo that it
encreafes in bulk at every eruption, the athes flill falling down the fides
of it, like the fand inan hour-glafs. A Gentleman. of Naples told me,
that in his memory it had gained twenty foot in thicknefs, and I queftis
on not but in length of time it will cover the whole plain, and make ons
mountain with that on which it now ftands.

In thofe parts of the fea, that are not far from the roots of this moun-
tain, they find fometimes a very fragrant oil, which is fold dear, and
makes a rich perfume. The furface of the fea is, for a little fpace, co-
vered with its bubbles during the time that it rifes,” which they skim off
into their boats, and afterwards fet a feparating in pots and jars. They
fay its fources never run but in a calm warm- weather.: The agitations
of the water perhaps hinder them from difcovering it at other times.

Among the natural curiofities of Naples, I cannot forbear mentioning
their manner of furnifhing the town with Snow, which they here ufe in-
ftead of Ice, becaufe, as they fay, it cools or congeles any liquor fooner,
There isa great quantity of it confumed yearly, for they drink very few
liquors, not fo much as water, that have not lain in &re/2s, and every
body, from the higheft to the loweft, makes ufe of it; infomuch that a
{carcity of Snow would raife a mutiny at Naples, as much as a dearth of
Corn or Provifions in another country.  To prevent this the King has fold
the monopoly of it certain perfons, who are obliged to furnifh the city
with- it all the year at fo much the pound. They have a high mountain
at about ecighteen miles from the town, which has feveral pits dug inte
it. Here they employ many poor people at fuch a feafon of the year to
roll in vait balls of fnow, which they ram together, and cover from the
fun-fhine. Out of thefe refervoirs of fnow they cut feveral lamps, as
they have occafion for them, and fend them on Affes ‘to the fea-fide,
where they are carryed off in boats, and diffributed to feveral fhops at 4
cttled price, that from time to time fupply the whole city of Naples,
While the ‘Banditti continued their diforders in this Kingdom, they often
put the Snow-merchants under contribution, and threatened them, if
they appeared tardy in their payments, to deflroy their magazines, which

they
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they fay might eafily have been effe@ed by the infufion of fome bartels of
OiL

[t would have been tedious to have put down the many defcriptions
that the Lazin Poets have made of feveral of the places mentioned in
this chapter : I fhall therefore conclude it with the general map which Sz
Jius Tralicus has given-us of this great bay of Naples. Moft of the places
.he mentions lye within the fame profped, and if I have pafled over any
of them, it is becaufe I fhall take them in my way by fea, from Naples
to Rome.

Stagna inter celebyent nunc mitia monfirat Advernum :

Tum trifli nemore atque umbris nigrantious borrens,

Et formidatus wvolucriy lethale vomebat

Suffufo virus celo, Stygidque per urbes

Relligione facer, fevum retinebat honore.

Hine vicina palus, fama eff Acherontis ad undas

Pandere itery cacas flagnante voragine fauces

Laxat et borrendss apexit tellurss biatus,

Interdumgque novo perturbat lumine manes,

Fuxta caligante [itu longumque per @vunm

Infernis preffas nebulis, pallente [fith umbra

Cymmerias jacuiffe domos, noftemgue profundam

Tartaree narvant urbis : tum fulpbure ef igus

Semper anhelantes, colteque bitumine campos

Oftentant : tellus atro exundante vapore

Sufpirans, uftifque din calefalta medullis

AEfluat et Stygios exhbalat in aéra flatus :

Parturity et tremulis metuendum exibilat antris,

Interdumgue cavas luétatus rumpere fedes,

Aut exire foras, fonitu lugubre minaci

Mulciber immugit, lacerataque vifcera terre

Mandit, et exefos labefactat murmure monges.

Tradunt Herculed profiratos mole Gigantes

Tellurem injeltam quatere, et [piramine anbelo

Torreri late campos; quotiefgne minatur

Rumpere compagem impoficam, expatiefeere celunms.

Apparet procul Inarime, gue turbine wigro

Fumantem premit Iapetum, flammafque vebells

Ore cjeftantems et figuando evadere defur =
ella
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Bella Ffovi rurfus fuperifyue iterare volentom.
Monftrantur Vefeva juga, atque in vertice [immo
Depafti flammis feopuliy fraétufgue ruind
ons circim, atque Ltne fatis certantia faxa,
Nee non Mifenum fervantem Idea fepulcro
Nomina, et Herculeos videt ipfo littore Baulos, L. 1z,

Awverno next he fhow’d his wond'ring gueft,
Averno now with milder virtues blefs'd ;

Black with furrounding forefts then it ftood,
‘That hung above, and darken’d all the flood:
Clouds of unwholefome vapours, rais'd on high,
The flutt’ring bird entangled in the sky,
Whilk all around the gloomy profpeé fpread
An awful horror, and religious dread.

Hence to the borders of the marth they go,
‘That mingles with the baleful fireams below,
And fometimes with a mighty yawn, ’tis faid,
Opens a difmal paflage to the Dead,

Who pale with fear the rending earth {urvey,
And flartle at the {udden flath of day.

The dark Cimmerian grotto then he paints,
Defcribing all its old Inhabitants,

That in the deep infernal city dwell'd,

And lay in everlafting night conceal’d.
Advancing ftill, the fpacious fields he thow’d,
That with the fmother’d heat of brimftone glow’d ;
Through frequent cracks the fteaming fulphur broke,
And cover’d all the blafted plain with fmoke :
Imprifon’d fires, in the clofe dungeons pent,
Roar to get loofe, and ftruggle for a vent,
Eating their way, and undermining all,

"Till with a mighty burft whole mountains fall,
Here, as ’tis faid, the rebel Giants lye,

And, when to move th’incumbent load they try,
Afcending vapours on the d ay prevail,

‘The fun looks fickly, and the skies grow pale.
Next to the diftant Hle his fight he turns,

That o’er the thunderftruck 7; spheens butns -

Enrag’d,
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Enrag'd, his wide-extended jaws expire,

In angry whirl-winds, blafphemies and fire,
Threat'ning, if loofen’d from his dire abodes,
Again to challenge Fove, and fight the Gods.
On mount Fefivio next he fixt his eyes,

And faw the {moaking tops confus'dly rife;
(A hideous rnin!) that with earthquakes rent
A fecond Aitna to the view prefent.

Mifeno’s cape and Baulz Jaft he view’'d,

That on the fea’s extreameft borders ftood.

Silius Italicus here takes notice, that the poifonous vapours which
arofe from the lake Averno in Hannibal's time, were quite difperfed at
the time when he wrote his Poem; becaufe Agrippa, who lived between
Hannibal and Silius, had cut down the woods that enclofed the lake,
and hindered thefe noxious fteams from diffipating, which were immedi-
ately fcattered as foon as the winds and frefh air were letin among them.

The 1L 'E ot . C.AP REA

: AVING ftaid longer at Naples than Iat firft defigned, I could
H not difpenfe with my felf from making a little voyage to the Ifle
of Caprea; as being very defirous to fee a place which had been

the retirement of Auguftus for fome time, and the refidence of Tiberius
for feveral years. The Ifland lyes four miles in length from eaft to weft,
and about one in breadth. ‘The weftern part, for about two miles in
length, is a continued rock vaftly high, and inacceflible on the fea-fide.
It has however the greateft cown in the Ifland, that goes under the name
of Ane-Caprea, and is in {everal places covered with a very fruitful foil.
The eaftern end of the Ifle xifes upin Precipices verynear as high,though
not quite {o long, as the weftern. Between thefe eaftern and weftern
mountains lyes a {lip of lower ground, which runs acrofs the Ifland, and
15 one of the pleafanteit {pots I have feen. It is hid with Vines, Figs, O-
Tanges,
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