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near the City of Naples. 87

Enrag'd, his wide-extended jaws expire,

In angry whirl-winds, blafphemies and fire,
Threat'ning, if loofen’d from his dire abodes,
Again to challenge Fove, and fight the Gods.
On mount Fefivio next he fixt his eyes,

And faw the {moaking tops confus'dly rife;
(A hideous rnin!) that with earthquakes rent
A fecond Aitna to the view prefent.

Mifeno’s cape and Baulz Jaft he view’'d,

That on the fea’s extreameft borders ftood.

Silius Italicus here takes notice, that the poifonous vapours which
arofe from the lake Averno in Hannibal's time, were quite difperfed at
the time when he wrote his Poem; becaufe Agrippa, who lived between
Hannibal and Silius, had cut down the woods that enclofed the lake,
and hindered thefe noxious fteams from diffipating, which were immedi-
ately fcattered as foon as the winds and frefh air were letin among them.

The 1L 'E ot . C.AP REA

: AVING ftaid longer at Naples than Iat firft defigned, I could
H not difpenfe with my felf from making a little voyage to the Ifle
of Caprea; as being very defirous to fee a place which had been

the retirement of Auguftus for fome time, and the refidence of Tiberius
for feveral years. The Ifland lyes four miles in length from eaft to weft,
and about one in breadth. ‘The weftern part, for about two miles in
length, is a continued rock vaftly high, and inacceflible on the fea-fide.
It has however the greateft cown in the Ifland, that goes under the name
of Ane-Caprea, and is in {everal places covered with a very fruitful foil.
The eaftern end of the Ifle xifes upin Precipices verynear as high,though
not quite {o long, as the weftern. Between thefe eaftern and weftern
mountains lyes a {lip of lower ground, which runs acrofs the Ifland, and
15 one of the pleafanteit {pots I have feen. It is hid with Vines, Figs, O-
Tanges,
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ranges, Almonds, Olives, Myrtles, and fields of Corn, which ‘look ex-
tremely frefh and beautiful, and make up the moft delightful little' Land-
skip imaginable, when they are furveyed from the tops of the neighbour-
ing mountains. Here flands the town of Cepres, the Bifhop’s Palace,
and two or three Convents. In the midft of this fruitful trat iof land
rifes a hill, that was probably covered with' buildings in T#berius’s time.
There are {lill feveral ruines on the fides of it, and’ about the top are
found two or three dark galleries, low built, and covered with mafon’s
work, though at prefent they appear over-grown with -grafs. 1 entered
one of them thatis a hundred paces in lengths I obferved; as fome of
the countrymen were digging into the fides of this mountain, that what
I took for folid earth; was only heaps of brick, {tone, and other rubbifh,
skinned over with a covering of vegetables. ‘But the moft ‘confiderable
suine is that which ftands on the very.extremity of the eaftern promon-
tory, where ate {till fome apartments left, very high -and arched at.top:
I have not indeed feen the remains of .any ancient Roman buildings, that
have not been:roofed with either vaults or arches. 'The RoomsIam men-
tioning {tand deep in the earth, and have nothing like windows or chim-
nies, which makes me think they were formerly either bathing places or
refervoirs of water. An old Hermit lives at prefent among the ruines of
this Palace, who loft his companion a few years ago by a fall from the
precipice. He told me they had often found Medals and Pipes of lead,
as they dug.ameng the rubbifh,and that not many years ago they difco-
vered a paved road runningunder ground, from the top of the mountain
to the fea-fide, which was afterwards confirmed to me by a Gentleman
of the Ifland. There is a very noble profpect from this place. On the
one fide lyes a vaft extent of feas, that runs abroad further than the eye
can reach. Juft oppofite ftands the green promontory of Su7rentum, and
on the other fide the whole circuit of the bay of Naples. This profpedt,
according to Tacitus, was more agreeable before the burning of Pefuvio;
that mountain probably, which after the firft eruption looked like a great
pile of athes, was in Tiberius’s time fhaded with woods and vineyards;
for I think Martiel's Epigram may here ferve as a comment to Zacitus.

Hic eff pampineis viridis Vefuvius umbris,
Prefferat hic madidos nobilis uva lacus.

Hec juga quam Nife colles plis Bacchus amavit :
Hoc nuper Satyri monte dedere choros.

Hee
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Hec Veneris fedes, ‘Lacedemone gratior illi;
Hic locus Hercudeo nomine clarus erat.
‘Cunéta jacent flammis et trifti merfa favilld :
Nec fuper: vellent boc Licuiffe [ibi. L. 2. Ep. 105.

Vefuvio, cover'd with the fruitful vine,

Here flourifh’d once, and ran with floods of wine,
Here Bacchus oft to the cool fhades retir’d,

And his ewn native Né/z lefs admir’d ;

Oft to the mountain’s airy tops advanc'd,

The frisking Satyrs on the fummets danc'd;
Alcides here, here Penus grac’d the fhore,

Nor 1ov'd her fav'rite Lacedemon more:

Now piles of afhes, fpreading all around,

In undiftinguifh’d heaps deform the ground,

The Gods themfelves the ruin’d feats bemoan,
And blame the mifchiefs that themfelves have done.

T'bis view mult {till have been more pleafant, when the whole bay was
encompafled with fo long a range of buildings, that it appeared to thofe,
who looked on it at a diftance, but as one continued city. On both the
{hores of that fruitful bottom, which I have before mentioned, are {till
to be feen the marks of ancient edifices; particularly on that which looks
towards the fouth there is a little kind of Mole, which feems to have
been the foundation of a Palace; unlefs we may fuppofe that the Pharos
of Caprea ftood there, which Statius takes notice of in his Poem that
?vites his wife to Naples, and is, I think, the moft natural among the

e,

Nec defunt varie circim obleflamina vite,

Sive vaporiferas, blandiffima littora, Bajas,

Enthea fatidice fen vifere tetfa Sibylle,

Dulce fit, Iliacogue jugum memorabile remo

Sen tibi Bacchet vineta madentia Ganri,

Teleboumgiie dombos, trepidis ubi dulcia nantis

Lumina notivage tollit Pharus emula lune,

Caraque won molli juga Surrentina Lyswo. : Uiy

‘The blifsful feass with endlefs pleafures flow,
Whether to Bzja’s funny fhores you go,

Vor. 1I. N And
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And view the fulphur to the baths convey'd,
Or the dark Grotte of the prophetick maid,
Or fteep Mifeno from the Zrojan nam'd,

Or Gaurss for its flowing yintage fam'd,

Or Caprea, where the lanthorn fix’d on high
Shines like a moon through the benighted sky,
While by its' beams the wary failor fteers:

Or where Surrentum, clad in vines, appears.

They found in Ano-Caprea, fome years ago, a ftatue and arich paves
ment under ground, as they had occafion to turn up the earth that lay up-
on them. One {till fees, on thet"&ndings of thefe mountains, the marks
of feveral ancient fcales of ftairs, by which they ufed to afcend them.
The whole Ifland is fo unequal that there were but few diverfions to be
found in it without doors, but what recommended it moft to Tiberius
was its wholefome air, which is warm in winter and cool in fummer, and
its inacceflible coafts, which are generally fo very fteep, that a handful of
men might defend 'them againft a powerful army.

We need not doubt but Zrberius had his different refidences, accord-
ing as the feafons of the year, and his different fets of pleafure required,
Suctonins {ays, Duodecim Villas totidem nominibus ornavit. 'The whole
Hland was probably cut into feveral eafie afcents, planted with variety of
palages,’ and adorned with as greata multitude of groves and gardens as
the fitvation of the place would fuffer. ‘The works under ground were
however more extraordinary than thofe above it; for the rocks were all
undermined with high-ways, grotto’s, galleries, bagnio’s, and feveral
fubterraneous retirements, that fuited with the brutal pleafures of the
Emperor. One would indeed very much wonder to fee fuch fmall ap-
pearances of the many works of art, that were formerly to be met with in
this Ifland, were we not told that the Resmans,. after the death of T7be-
rius, fent hither an army of Pioneers on purpofe to demolifh the build-
ings, and deface the beauties of the Ifland.

In failing round Caprea.we were entertained. with many rude profpeéts
of rocks and precipices, that tife in feveral places half a mile high in per-
pendicular. At the bottom of them .are caves and grotto’s, formed by
the continual breaking of the waves upon them. I entered. one which
the inhabitants call Grof#o Ofcurs, and afrer the light of the fun was a
little worn oﬁ"'_my Eyes, could fee all the parts of it diftin&ly, by a glim-
mering refleftion that played upon them from the furface of the water.

The
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The mouth is low and narrow, but, after baving entered pretiy far in,
the''Grotto opens it felf on both fides in an oval figure of an hundred
yards from one extremity to the other, as we were told, for it would
not have been fafe meafuring of it. The roof is vaulted, and diftils frefh
water from every part of it, Which fell upon us as faft as the firft drop-
pings of a fhower. The Inhabitants and Nespolitans who have heard of
Tiberius’s Grotto’s, will have this to be one of them, but there are feve-
ral reafons that fhow it to be natural, ~For befides the little ufe we can
conceive of fuch a dark cavern of falt waters, there are no where any
marks of the chiffel ; the fides are of a foft mouldering ftone, and one
fees many of the like hollow fpaces worn in the bottoms of the rocks,
as they are more or lefs able to refift the impreflions of the water that
beats againft them, _ el o

Not far from this Grotto lye the Sirennm Scopuli, which Virgil and
Ovid mention in FEneas’s voyage; they are two or three tharp rocks that
ftand abouta ftone’s throw from the fouth-fide of the Ifland, and are gene-
rally beaten by waves and tempefts, which are much more violent on the
fouth than on the north of Caprea.

Famgue adeo feopulos Sivenum adveita fubibat
Difficiles quondam, multorumgue offibus albos,
' Tum rauca affidud longé fale faxa fonabant. Fn.

Glides by the Syren’s cliffs, a fhelfy coatt,

Long infamous for fhips and failors loft;

And white with bones: Th'impetuous ocean roars,

And rocks rebellow from the founding fhores, Dryden.

T have before faid that they often find Medals inv this Hlard. * Many of
thofe ‘they call the Spintrie; which Ayerin has copyed, have been dug
up here. I'know none of the Antiquaries that have written on this fub-
je&, and find nothing fatisfaétory of it 'where I thought it moft likely ro
be'met with, 'in Parin's edition of Swersnius illuftrated by Medals. Thofe
I have converfed with about ity are of opinion they were made to 1idi-
cule the ‘brutality of Tiberiuns, though I'cannot but believe they were
{tamped by his order. They are unqueftionably antique, and no bigger
than Medals of the third magnitude. They bear on one fide fome [ewd
invention of that hellifh fociety which Swetonius calls Monftroff concubi-
tds repertores; and ‘on the other the number of the Medal. T 'have feen
of them as hightas ‘to twenty. ' ¥ cannot thinik they were madé a5 2 jeft on

N 2 the
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the Emperor, becaufe Raillery on coins is of a. modern date, Lknow but
two in the Upper Empire, befides the Spimtrie, that lye under any fufpi-
cion of it, The firlt is one of Mercus Aurelius, where, in compliment
to the Emperor and Emprefs, they have ftamped on the reverfe the figure
of Penus carefling Mars, and endeavouring to detain him from. the
Wars,

Quoniam belli fera menera Mavors:
Armipotens regit, in gremium-qui fepe tuum [¢
Rejicit, aterno devintus volnere amoris. Luer. I-. 1:

The Venus has Fauflina's face, her lover is a' naked. figure with a' hel-
met on his head, and a fhield on his arm.

Tu feabie frueris mali quod in aggere rodit,
Qui tegitur, parma. et galea

This unluckily brings to mind Fauffina’s fondnefs for the Gladiator,
and is therefore interpreted by many as 4 hidden piece of Satyr. But
befides, that fuch a thought was inconfiftent with the gravity of a Senate, .
how can one imagine that the Fathers would have dared affront the Wife
of Aurelins, and the Mother of Commodus, or that they could think of
giving offence to an Emprefs whom they afterwards Deified, and to an
- Emperor that was the darling of the army and people?

The other Medal is a golden one of Gallienus preferved in the French
King's cabinet; it is infcribed Galliene Augufle, Pax Vbigue, and was
ftamped at a time when.the Emperor’s Father was in bondage, and the
Empire torn in pieces by f{everal pretenders to it. Yet, if one confi-
ders the ftrange ftupidity of this Emperor, with the fenfelefs fecurity
which appears in feveral of his fayings that are flill leftc on record, one

may

Jav. Sat. 5.
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may very well believe this coin was of his own invention. We may be
fure, if raillery had once entered the old Roman coins, we fhould have
been over-ftocked with Medals of this nature ;. if we confider there were
often rival Emperors proclaimed at the fame time, who endeavoured at
the leflfening of each others character, and that moft of them were fuc-
ceeded by fuch as were enemies to their predeceffor; Thefe Medals of
Tiberius were never current mony, but rather of the nature of Medali-
ons; which feem to have been made on purpofe to perpetuate the difco-
veries of that infamous fociety. JSwuefonsus tells us, that their monftrous
inventions were regiftered'feveral ways, and preferved in the Emperor’s
private apartments. Cubicula piurifariam difpofita tabellis ac figillis la-
[eiviflimarum picturarum et figurarum adornavit, librifque Elepbantidis
inflruxit : ne cui in Operd edendd exemplar impetrate Scheme deeffer.
The Elephantis here mentioned is probably the fame Marzial takes no-
tice.of for her book of poftures.

In Sabellvm.

Facundos mibi de libidinofis
Legifti nimium Sabelle verfus,
%mk: nec Didymi [ciunt puelle,
ec molles Elephantidos libelli.
Sunt illic Veneris nove figure::

Quales; &c. Lib. 12. Ep. 43.

Owvid mentions the fame kind of piftures that found a.place even in
Auguftus’s cabinet,

Scilicet in demibus veflris, ut prifea virorum
Artifice fulgent corpera piffa mank'
Sic que concubitus varios Vewerifque figuras
Exprimat, eft aliguo parva tabelia loco. De Trift. Lib. 2.

There are feveral of the §igilla, or Seals, Suetonius fpeaks of, to be
met with in colleétions of ancient Intaglio’s.

But, I think, what puts it beyond all doubt that thefe Coins were ra-
ther made by the Emperor’s order, than asa Satyr on him, is becaufe
they are now found in the very place that was the {cene of thefe his un-
natural lufts.

——Quem




94 The Ifle of Caprea.

. Ouem vupes Caprearum tetra latebit
Incefto poffeffa feni ?

‘Who has not heard of Capres’s guilty fhore,
Polluted by the rank old Emperor?

‘Cl..de 4to Conf, Hon.

From NAPLES to ROME, by Sea.

* Took aFelucca at Naples to carry me to Rome, that 1 might not be
forced to run over the fame fights a fecond time, and might have an
opportunity of fecing'many things in aroad which our voyages-writers

have not fo particularly defcribed. As in my journey from Rome to Na-
Ples 1 had Horace for my guide, fo I had the pleafure of feeing my voy-
age, from Naples to Rome, defcribed by Virg:l. It is indeed much eafi-
er to trace out the way Zuness took, than that of Herace, becaufe iy
Z#4 has marked it out by Capes, Iflands, and -other parts of nature, which
are not fo fubject to change or decay as are, towns, cities, and' the works
of art. Mount Panfilypo makes a beautiful profpeét to thofe who pafs
by it: At a fmall diftance from it Iyes the little Ifland of Nifida, 'adorn-
ed with a great variety of plantations, rifing one above another in fo
beautiful an order, that the whole Ifland looks like a large Terrace-Gar-
«den. It has two little Ports, and. is not at prefent troubled with any of
thofe noxious fteams that Luzcan mentions.

Tali [piramine Nefis
Emittit Styginm nebulofis aéra faxis. Lib, 6.

Nefr’s high rocks fuch Sygian air produce,
And the blue breathing peflilence diffufe,

From Nifida we rowed to cape Mifens. ' The extremity of this cape
hasa long:cleft in it, which was enlarged and cut into fhape by Agrzp-
pa, who made this the great port for the Roman fleet that ferved in the
Mediterranean; as that of Reverna held the fhips defigned for the 4dri-

atic
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