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104 From Naples ro Rome, by Sea.

{ince there are few natural ports better land-lockeds and clofed on all
fides than' this fcems to have been. ‘The figure of Nepruze has a Rud-
der by him, to mark the convenience of the harbour for navigation, as
he is reprefented himfelf at the entrance of it, to thow it ftood in the {ea.
'The Dolphin diftinguifhes him from a river God, and figures out his do-
minion over the feas. He holds the fame fifh in his hand on other Me-
dals. What it means we may-learn from the Greek Epigram on the fi-
gure of a Cupid, that had a'Delphin in one hand, and a Flower in the
other.

Oud? predrlw Tadd pog xaleyed JeApive % J:ﬁ@,

T S *_;\F_}‘ Yoy T:?:E’: B Acozay e,

A proper emblem graces either hand,

In one he holds the fea, in one the land.

Half a day more brought us to Rome, through a road that is commonly
vifited by travellers.

Rawute add F

T is generally obferved, that modetn Rome ftands higher than tht an-
cient; fome have computed it about fourteen or fifteen feet, taking
one place with another. 'The reafon given for it is, that the prefent

city ftands upon the ruines of the former ; and indeed I have often obfer-
wed, that where any confiderable pile of building ftood anciently one {till
finds a rifing ground, or a little kind of hill,, which was doubtlefs made
up out of the fragments and rubbifh of the ruined edifice. But befides
this particular caufe, we may aflign another that has very much contribu-
ted to the raifing the fituation of feveral parts of Reme: It being certain
the great quantities of earth, that have been wafhed off from the hills by
the violence of thowers, have had no fmall thare init. ‘This any one may
be fendible of who, obferves how far {feveral buildings, that {tand near the
roots:of mountains, are funk deeper in the earth than thofe that have been
on the tops of hills, orin open plains; for which reafon the prefent facc;

0




Ry 0 M, E 108

of Rome is much more even and level than it was formerly; the fame
caufe that has raifed the lower grounds having contributed to fink thofe
that were higher.

There are in Rometwo fetts of Antiquities, the Chriftian and the Hea-
then. The former, though of a frefher date, are fo embroiled with Fa-
ble and Legend, that one receives but little fatisfaion from fearching in~
to them, 'T'he other give a great deal of pleafure to fuch as have met
with them before in ancient Authors; for a man who is in Rome can
fcarce {ee an objet that does not call to mind a piece of a Latin Poet or
Hiftorian. Among the remains of Old Rome, the grandeur of the Com-
mon-wealth fhows it {elf chiefly in works that were either neceflary or
convenient, fuch as T'emples, High-ways, Aqueduéts, Walls and Bridges
of the City. On the contrary the magnificence of Rome, under the Em-
perors, is {een principally in fuch works as were rather for oftentation or
luxury, than any real ufefulnefs or neceflity, as in Baths, Amphitheaters,
Circus's, Obelisks, ‘Triumphal Pillars, Arches and Maufoleums; for what
they added to the Aqueducts was rather to fupply their Baths and Nau-
machias, and to embellith the city with fountains, than out of any real ne-
ceflity there was for them. Thefe feveral remains have been fo copiouf-
ly defcribed by abundance of travellers, and other writers, particularly by
thofe concerned in the learned colleétion of Grewius, that it is very diffi-
cult to make any new difcoveries on fo beaten a fubje@t. There is howe-
ver fo much to be obferved in fo fpacious a field of Antiquities, that it is
almoft impoflible to furvey them without taking new hints, and raifing
difterent reflections, according as a man’s natural turn of thoughts, orthe
courfe of his ftudies, direct him. .

No part of the Antiquities of Rome pleafed me {o much as the ancient
Statues, of which there is flill an incredible variety. The workmanthip
is often the moft exquifite of any thing in its kind. A man would won-
der how it were poflible for fo much life to enter into marble, as may be
difcovered in fome of the beft of them; and cven in the meaneft one
has the fatisfation of feeing the faces, poftures, airs and drefs of thofe
that have lived fo many ages before us. There is a flrange refemblance
between the figures of the feveral heathen Deities, and the defcriptions
that the Lazin Poets have given us of them; butas the firft may be look-
ed upon as the ancienter of the two, I queftion not but the Romaen Poets
were the copiers of the Greet Statuaries. Though on other occafions
we often find the Statuaries took their fubjeéts from the Poets. The Lao-
coor is too known an inftance among many others that are to be met with
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at Rome. Inthe Filla Aldabrandina are the figures of an old and young
man, engaged together at the Ceffus, who are probably the Dares and
Entellus of Virgil; where by the way one may obferve the make of the
ancient Ceffus, that it only confifted of fo many large thongs abour the
hand, without any thing like a piece of lead at the end of them, as fome
writers of Antiquities have falfely imagined.

I queftion not but many paflages in the old Poets hint at feveral parts
of Sculpture, that were in vogue in the Author’s time, though they are
now never thought of, and that therefore fuch paffages lofe much of
their beauty in the eye of a modern reader, who does not look upon them
in the fame light with the Author’s contemporaries. I fhall only menti-
on two or three out of Fwvenal, that his Commentators have not taken
notice of. The firft runs thus,

Multa pudicitie veteris vefligia forfan,

Aut aligua extiterint, et fub Jove, fed Jove nondum
Barbato Sat. 6.

Some thin remains of chaftity appear’d
Evn under Fove, but Fove without a beard. Dryden.

I appeal to any reader, if the humour here would not appear much
more natural and unforced to a people that faw every day fome or other
{tatue of this God with a thick bufhy beard, as there are ftill many of them
extant at Rome, than it can to us who have no fuch Idea of him; efpeci-
ally if we confider there was in the fame city a Temple dedicated to the
young Fupiter, called Templum Vajouvis, where, in all probability, there
ftood the particular Statue of a * Fupiter Imberbis. fuvenal,in another
place, makes his flatterer compare the neck of one that is but feebly built,
to that of Hercules holding up Anteus from the earth.

Et longum invalidi collum cervicibus equat
Herculis Anteum procul a tellure tenentis. Sat. 3.

His long crane neck and narrow fhoulders praife ;
You'd think they were defcribing Hercules -
Lifting Anteus Dryden.

‘What a ftrained unnatural {imilitude muft this feem to a modern rea-
der, but how full of humour, if we fuppofe it alludes to any celebrated

* Vid. Ov. de faflis, Libi.3. Ecl: 7: &
atues
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fatues' of thefe two champions, that ftood perhaps in fome publick place
or high-way near Rome? And what makes it more than probable there
were fuch ftatues, we meet with the figures, which Fuvenal here de-
feribes, on antique Intaglio’s and Medals. ~Nay, Propertius has taken
notice of the very ftatues. -

————— Luétantum in pulvere figna
Herculis Anteique

Antzus here and ftern Alcides {trive,
And both the grappling ftatues feem to live.

I cannot forbear obferving here, that the turn of the neck and arms is
often commended in the Latiz Poets among the beauties of a man, asin
Horace we find both put together, in that beautiful defcription of jea-
loufie.

Dam tu Lydia Telephs

Cervicem rofeam, et cerea Telephs
Landas brachia, ve meum

Fervens difficilz bile tumet jecur:
Tunc nec mens mibi, nec color

Certd [ede manent: humor et in genas
Furtim labitur, arguens

Quam lentis penitus macerer ignibus.

While Telephus’s youthful charms,
His rofie neck, and winding arms,
With endlefs rapture you recite,

And in the tender name delight;

My heart, enrag’d by jealous heats,
With numberlefs refentments beats 3
From my pale cheeks the colour flies,
And all the man within me dies ;

By fits my fwelling grief appears

In rifing {ighs, and falling tears,

That fhow too well the warm defires,
The filent, {low, confuming fires,
‘Which on my inmoft vitals prey,
And melt my very foul away.

Lib. 3. Car. 1.

Pz This
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This we fhould be at a lofs to account for, did we not obferve in the
old Roman {tatues, that thefe two parts were always bare, and expofed
to view, as much as our hands and face are at prefent. I cannot leave
SFuvenal without taking notice that his

Ventilat zftivum digitis fudantibus aurum
Nec fufferre queat majores pondera Gemmea. Sat. 1.

Charg’d with light fummer rings his fingers {weat,
Unable to fupport a gem of weight, Dryder,

was not anciently fo great an Hyperbole as it is now, for I have {een
old Roman rings fo very thick about, and with fuch large ftones in them,
that 'tis no wonder a Fop fhould reckon them a little cumberfome in the
fummer feafon of fo hot a climate,

It is certain that Satyr delights in fuch allufions and inftances as are ex-
tremely natural and familiar: When therefore we fee any thing in an old
Satyrift that looks forced and pedantick, we ought to confider how it ap-
peared in the time the Poet writ, and whether or no there might not be
{ome particular circumitances to recommend it to the readers of his own
age, which we are now deprived of, - One of the fineft ancient {tatues
in Rome is a Meleager with a fpear in his hand, and the head of a wild
Boar on one fide of him. It is of Parian marble, and as yellow as ivo-
ry. One meets with many other figures of Meleager in the antient Bajfo
Relievo’s, and on the fides of the Sercophagi, or funeral nionuments.
Perhaps it was the arms or device of the old Roman hunters ; which con-
je€ture I have found confirmed in a paflage of Manz/ins, that lets us know
the pagan hunters had Meleager for their patron, as the chriftians have
their St. Huberr. He fpeaks of the conftellation which makes a good
{ports-man.

Q{fﬁém afpirantibus orti
Te Meleagre colunt

Manil. Lib. 1.

I queftion not but this fets a verfe, in the fifth Satyr of Fuvenal, in a
much better light than if we {uppofe that the Poet aims only at the old
ftory of AMeleager, without confidering it as fo very common and famili-
ar a one among the Romans.

——IFlavi dignus ferro Meleagri
Spumar apermmm—— Juv. S. 5.

A
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A Boar intire, and worthy of the fword
Of Meleager, {moaks upon the board. Mr. Bowles,

In the beginning of the ninth Satyr Fuvenal asks hisfriend why he looks
like Marfya when he was overcome?

Scire velim quare toties mih: Nevole triffis
Occurris fronte obduild, [feu Mar(ya victus 2

Tell me why fauntring thus from place to place,
I meet thee, Nevolus, with a clouded face? ‘Dryden’s Fuvenal.

Some of the Commentators tell us, that Mar[ja was a Lawyer who had
loft his caufe; others fay that this paflage alludes to the ftory of the Satire
Maras, who contended with Apollo; which I think is more humorous
than the other, if we confider there was a famous ftatue of Apolle fleaing
Marfyain the midit of the Roman Forum, as there are {till {feveral anci-
ent {tatues of Rome on the fame fubject.

There is a paffage in the fixth Satyr of Fuvenal, that 1 could never tell
what to make of, ’till I had got the interpretation of it from one of Bel-
lorio’s ancient Baffo Relievo's.

Magnorum artificum frangebat pocula miles

Ut phaleris gauderet equus : celatague caffis

Romulea [imulachra fere manfuefiere jufz

Imperii fato, et geminos [ub rupe Quirinos,

Ac nudam effigiens clypeo fulgentis et hafld,

Pendentifgue ‘Deiy perituro offenderet bofti. Juy. Sat. 11.

Or elfe a helmet for himfelf he made,

W here various warlike figures were inlaid :

The Roman W olf fuckling the twins was there,

And Mars himfelf, arm’d with his fhield and fpear,

Hov'ring above his creft,. did dreadful {fhow,

As threatning death to each refifting foe. Dryden’s Juvenal.

SYuvenal here defcribes the fimplicity of the old Roman {oldiers, and
the figures that were generally engraven on their helmets. The firft of
them was the Wolf giving fuck to Romulus and Rhemus : The fecond,
which is comprehended in the two laft verfes, is not fo intelligible. Some
of the Commentators tell us, that the God here mentioned is Mars,
that he comes to fee his two Sons fucking the Wolf, and that the old

Sculptors
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Sculptors generdlly drew their figures naked, that they might have the
advantage of reprefenting the different fwelling of the mufcles, .and the
urns of the body. But they are extremely at a lofs to know what is
meant by the word Pendentis; {fome fancy it exprefles only the great
embofsment of the figure, others believe it hung off the helmet in /%
Relicvo, as in the foregoing tranflation. ZLubin fuppofes that the God
Mars was engraven on the fhield, and that he is faid to be hanging, be-
caufe the fhield which bore him hung on the left-fhoulder. One of the
old Interpreters is of opinion, that by hanging is only meant a pofture of
bending forward to flrike the enemy. ~Another will have it, that what
ever is placed on the head may be faid to hang, as we call hanging gardens,
fuch as are planted on the top of the houfe. Several learned men, who
like none of thefe explications, believe there has been a fault in the tran-
feriber, and that Pendentis ought to be Perdentis; but they quote no ma-
nufcript in favour of their conjeéture. The true meaning of the words
is certainly as follows. ‘The Roman foldiers, who were not 2 little
proud of their Founder, and the military genius of their Republick, ufed
to bear on their helmets the firft hiftory of Romulus, who was begot by
the God of war, and fuckled by a wolf.  The figure of the god was
made as if defcending upon the prieftefs I/ia, or as others'call her Rhbea
Silvia. The occafion required his body fhould be naked,

Tu quogue inermis eras cum te formofa facerdos
Cepit: ut buic urbi femina magna dares, Ov. de Faf. L., 3.

Then too, our mighty Sire, thou flood’ft difarm’d,
When thy rapt foul the lovely prieftefs charm'd,
‘That Rome’s high founder bore

though on other occafions he is drawn, as Horace has deferibed him, 7%-
nicd cinlium adamantind. The Sculptor however, to diftin guifth him from
the reft of the gods, gave him what the Medallifts eall his proper attributes,
a fpear in one hand, and a fhield in'the other. = As he was reprefented
defcending, hisfigure appeared fufpended in the air over the Veftal Vir-
gin, in which fenfe the word Pendentis is extremely proper and poetical,
Befides the antique Beffo Relievo, that made me firit think of this inter-
pretation, I-have fince met with the fame figures on the reverfes of a
couple of ancient coins, which were ftamped in the reign of Antoninus Pi-
#s, as a.compliment to that Emperor,. whom for his excellent government
and conduct of the city of Rome, the Senate regarded as a fecond Kind of
founder, llia
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Ilia Veftalis (quid enim wvetat inde mover:)
Sacra lavaturas mané petebat aquas :
Fefla refedit bumi, ventofque accepit aperto
Peitore; turbatas reflituitque comas.
Dum fedet ; umbrofe falices volucrefgue canore
Fecerunt fomnos, et leve murmur aque.
Blanda quies willis furtim fubrepit ocellis,
Et cadit a mento languida faéla manus?
Mars videt hanc, vifamque cupit, potiturque cupitd :
Et fua divind furta fefellit ope.
Somnus abit : jacet illa gravis, jam [cilicet intra :
Viféera Romana conditor urbis erat.  Ov.de Faft.Lib. 3.Eleg.1,

As the fair Veflal to the fountain came,
(Let none be ftartled at a Veftal's name)
Tir'd with the walk, fhe laid her down to reft,
And to the winds expos’d her glowing breaft
To take the frethnefs of the morning air,
And gather’d in a knot her flowing hair:.
While thus fhe refted on her arm reclin’d,
The hoary willows waving with the wind, .
And feather’d choirs that warbled in the fhade,. :
And purling ftreams that through the meadow ftray'd, . é
In drowfie murmurs lull'd the gentle maid.
The God of war beheld the Virgin lye,
The God beheld her with a lover’s eye,.
And by {o tempting an occafion prefs'd,
"The beauteous maid, whom he beheld, pofiefs’d:
Conceiving
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Conceiving as fhe {lept, her fruitful womb
Swell’'d with the founder of immortal Rome.

I cannot quit chis head without taking notice of a line in Seweca the
Tragedian.
——— Primus emergit folo
Dextrd ferocem cornibus premens taurum

Zetus Sen. OEdip. A®. 3.

—— Firft Zetus rifes through the ground,
Bending the Bull’s tough neck with pain,
That tofles back his horns in vain.

I cannot doubt but the Poet had here in view the pofture of Zerus in
the famous groupe of figures, which reprefents the two brothers binding
Dirce to the horns of a mad bull.

I could not forbear taking particular nofice of the feveral mufical in-
ftruments that are to be feen in the hands of the Apolle’s, Mules, Fauns,
Satyrs, Bacchanals, and Shepherds, which might certainly give a great
light to the difpute for preference between the ancient and modern mu-
fick. It would perhaps be no impertinent defign to take off all their mo-
dels in wood, which might not only give us fome notion of the ancient
Mufick, but help us to. pleafanter Inftruments than are now in ufe. By
the appearance:they make in marble, there is not one String-inflrument
that {eems comparable to our Violins, for they are all played on, either
by the bare fingers, or the Pledtrum, fo that they were incapable of ad-
ding any length te their notes, or of varying them by thofe infenfible
fwellings, and wearings away of found upon the fame {lring, which give
{fo wonderful a {fweetnefs to our modern mufick. Befides, that the {lring-
inftruments muft have had very low and feeble voices, as may be guefled
from the fmall proportion of wood about them, which could not contain
air enough to render the ftrokes, in any confiderable meafure, full and fono-
rous. Thére is a great deal of difference in the make notonly of the feve-
ral kindsofinftruments, but even amongthofeof the fame name.The Syrin-
ga, for example, has fometimes four, and fometimes a more pipes; as high as
the twelve. The fame variety of flrings may be obferved on their Harps, and
of ftopson their Z7biz, which thows the little foundation that fuch writers
have gone upon, who froma verfe perhaps in #srgil's Eclogues; ora fhort
paffage in a C/affic Author, have been fo very nice in determining the
precife thape of the ancient mufical inflruments, with the exact number

of
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of their pipes, ftrings and fops. It is indeed the ufual faule of the wri-
ters of Antiquities, to ftreighten and confine themfelves to partcular mo-
dels. They are for making a kind of ftamp on every thing of the fame
name, and if they find any thing like an old defeription of the fubjet they
treat on, they take care to regulate it on all occafions, according to the
figure it makes in fuch a fingle paflage: As the learned German author,
quoted by Monfieur Bandelot, who had probably never feen any thing
of a Houfhold-God, more than a Canopus, affirms roundly, that all the
ancient Lares were made in the fathion of a jug-bottle. " In fhort, the
Antiquaries have been guilty of the fame fault as the Syfteme-writers,
who are for cramping their {ubjeéts into as narrow a fpace as they can,
and for reducing the whole extent of a fcience into a few general Max-
ims. 'This a2 man has occafion of obferving more than once, in the feve-
ral fragments of Antiquity that are {4l to be feen in Rome. How ma-
ny drefles are there for each particular Deity? What a variety of fhapes
in the ancient Urns, Lamps, Lachrymary veffels, Priapus’s, Houfhold-
Gods, which have fome of them been reprefented under fuch a particu-
lar form, as any one of them has been defcribed with i ‘an ancient Au-
thor, and would probably be all fo, were they not flill to be feen in their
own vindication? Madam Dacier; from fome old cuts of Terence, fancies
that the Lerva or Perfona of the Roman A@ors, was not only a vizard
for the face, but had falfe hair to it; and came over the whole head 1i:e 2
helmet. Among all the ftatues at Rome, 1 remember to have {ecn but
two ‘that'are the figures of A&ors, which ate both in the Pille Marthes
One fees on them the fafhion of the old Socé and Larva, the latter of
which anfwers the defcription: that is given of it by this learned Lady,
though 1 queftion not but feveral others were in ufes for I have feen the
figure of Thalia, the'comic Mufe, fometimes with an: entire head-piece
in her hand; fometimes with about half the head, and a little frizze, like a
tower, running round the edges of the face, and fometimes wit a mask
for the face only, like thofe of a modern make;  Some of the Tralian A-
Ctors wear at prefent thefe masks for ‘the whole head: 1 remember for-
merly T could have n6 notion of that fable in Phedrus, before 1 had feen
the figures of thefe entire head-pieces. ¥

Lerfonam tragicam forte valpes viderat: :
O guanta fpecies, inguit, cerebrum non habet ! L, xukab. >,
As wily Renard walk'd the {lreets at night, :

On a Tragedian's mask e chanc'd' to light,
Vouw. 1I. Q Turning




114 R 0F M K
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Turning it o'ef; he mutter’d with difdain,
How val ahead is here without a braint:

1 find. Madam Dacier has taken notice of this paflage in Phedrus, Up-
on the fame occafion; but not of the following one in Martzal, which
alludes to the fame kind of masks.

Non omues fallisy [0it te Proferping canitity
Perfonam capiti detrabet illa tuo. L goEpgs-

Why fhould’lt theu try to hide thy felf in youth?
Impartial Proferpine beholds the truth;

And laughing at {o fond and vain a task,

Wil ftrip thy hoary noddle of its mask,

In the #illa Barghefe is the Buft of a young Nere, which dhows us the
form of an ancient Buila on the breaft, which is neither like a heart, as
Macrobins deferibes it, nor altogether refembles that in: Cardinal Chigé’s
cabinet; fo-that without eltablifhing a particular inftance into- a- general
rule, we ought, in fubjedts of this nature, todeave rpom. for the humour
of the artift or wearer. - ‘There atc many figures of Gladiators at Rowme,.
though I do not remember to have feen any of the Retiarius, the Samnite,
or the antagonift to the Pimirapus. But what I could not find among
the {tatues, I met with in twoantique pieces.of Mofaic, which are in the
poffeflion of a Cardinal. The Retéerius is engaged with the Samnive;
and has had fo lucky a throw, that his net covers the whole body ' of his
adverfaty from head to foot, yet his antagonift recovered himfelf out of
the toiles, and was congueror, according to the infeription. - In another
piece is reprefented the combat of the Piwmérapms, who is armed like
the Samnitey-and not like the Retsarius, as, {ome learned: men have fup-
pofed : On the helmet of his antagonift are feen the two Pinne, that ftand
up on either fide like the wings in the Petafus of a Mercury, but rife
much higher, and are more pointed.

There is nopart of the Roman Antiguities that we are better acquainted
with, than what relates to their facrifiees. For as the old Remans were
yery much devoted to their religion, we fee feveral parts of it entering
their ancient Baffe Relicvo’s, Statues, and Medals, not to mention their
altars, tombs, monuments, and thofe particular ornaments of Archite-
&ure which were borrowed from it. An heathen Ritual could not in-
firu€t a man better than thefe feveral pieces of Antiquity, in the parti-
cular ceremonies and punéiilio’s that attended  the. different Kinds of fa-

crifices.
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crifices. Yt there is-much greater variety inthe Make of the facrificing
inflraments, ‘than one finds in thofe 'who have treated of them, of have
given us their pictures, For not to infift too long on fuch a fubje&, 1
faw in Sigdior Antonio Politi’s collettion x Parera Without any #ifing in
che middle, asit is generally engraven, and another with a handle to it,
as Macrobius deferibes it, though it is quite contrary to any that I have
ever feen cut in marble; and [ have obferved perhaps {everal hundreds.
I might here enlarge on the fhape of the triumphal chariot, which is dif-
ferent in fome pieces of feulpture from what it appears in others; and
on the figure of the Diftus, that is to be feen in the hand of the cele-
brated Caffor at Don Livio’s, which is perfedly round, and not oblong,
as fome Antiquaries have reprefented it, nor has it any thing like a {ling
faftened to 1t, toadd force to the tofs.

Protinus imprudens, actufgue cupidine lufus
Tobiere Tenarides orbem properabat
~——De Hyacinthi difco. Ow, Met. L. 10!

“Th” unwary youth, impatient for the caft,
Went to fnatch up the rolling orb if hafte.

Notwithftanding there are fo. great a multitude of cloathed flatues at
Rome, T could never difcover the feveral different Roman garments, for
"tis very difficult to trace outthe figure of a yefly through all ‘the plaits
and  foldings of the drapery; befides, that the Roman garments did not
«differ from each other, fo' much by the fhape as by the embroidery and
colour, the one of which was too nice for the ftatuary’s obfervation, as
the other does not lye within the expreflion of the chiffel. I obferved,
in abundance of Bas Reliefs, that the Cmiins "Gebinus 1s nothing clle
but a long garment, not unlike a furplice, which wonld have trailed on
the ground had it hung loofe, and was therefore gathered about the mid-
«dle with a girdle. After this it is worth while to read the laborious de-
feription that Ferrarins has made of it. Cinitus Gabinns non alind fuit
guam cum toge lacinia levo brachio fuddulta intergum ita rejicicbatur,
‘ut contrafie retraberetur ad pectus, atque ita in modum nelleretur; qui
nodus five cindtus togam contiabebaty brevioremque et firiitiorem reddidit.
De re Vefliar. L. 1. C.14. Lipfias’s defcription of the Semmnite armour,
feems drawn out of the very words of Livy; yet not long.ago.a flatue,
which was dug up at Rome, dreflfed in this kind of armour, gives a
much different explication of Livy from what Ligfis has done. This

2 figure
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figure was fuperfcribed B4. 70. NI. from whence Fabretti concludes,
that it was a monument ercéted to the gladiator Baro, who after having
{ucceeded in two combates, was killed in the third, and honourably interred
by order, of the Emperor Caraaal/a. The manner of punéiuation after
each fillable is to be met with in. other antique infcriptions. I confefs I
could never learn where this figure is now to be feen, but I think it may
{erve as an inftance of the great uncertainty of this {cience of antqui-
ties:

In a palace of Prince Cefarini 1 faw bufts of all the Awtonine fami-
ly, which were dug up about two years fince, not far from .Albane,
in a place where is fuppofed to have ftood a Fille of Marcus Aurelius.
"There are the heads of; dutoninus Piuns, the Fanflina's, Marcus Aureliys,
Lucius Verus, a young Commodus, and Anniss Perus, all incomparably
well cut.

Though the ftatues that have been found among the ruines of old Rome
are already very numerous, there is no queftion but pofterity will have
the plealure of feeing many noble pieces of {culpture which: are ftill un-
difcovered, for doubtlefs there are greater treafures of this nature under
ground, than what are yet brought to light. They have often dug into
lands that are delcribed in old Authors, as the places where fuch particu-
lar {tatues or obclisks ftood, and have feldom failed of fuccefs ‘in their
purtuits. . There are {till many fuch promifing {pots of ground. that have
never been iearched into, A-great part of the Palatize mountain,. for
example, lyes untouched, which was formerly the feat of the imperial
palace, and may be prefumed to abound with more treafures of this na-
ture than any other part of Rome,

Ecce Palatino crevit reverentia monti,

Exultatque habitante Deo, potigrague Delphis

Supplicibus late populis oracula pandit.

Nown alium certe decuit refforibus orbis

Lffe Larem, nullogue magis [ coble poteflas

Afitmat et fummi fentit faftigia juris,

Attollens apicem fubjeitis regia rofiris

Tot circum delubra videt, tantifque “Deorum

Cingitur excubiis Claud. de Sexto Confulat, Honorii,

# Vid. Fabr, de Columnd Trajani,
The




R O P E 117

The Palatine, proud Reme’s imperial feat,
(An awful pile!) ftands venerably great:
Thither the kingdoms and the nations come,
In fupplicating crouds to learn their doom;
‘Lo “Delpiilefs th’ enquiring worlds repair,
Nor does a greater God inhabit there :

This fure the pompous manfion was defign’d
To pleafe the mighty rulers of mankind ;
Inferior temples rife on either hand,

And on the borders of the palace ftand,
While o'er the reft her head fhe proudly rears,
And lodg’d amidft her guardian Gods appears.

But whether it bé that the richeft of thefe difcoveries fall into the
Pope’s hands, or for fome other reafon, it is faid that the Prince Farnefe,
who isthe prefent owner of this feat, will keep it from being turned up
‘till he fees one of his own family in the chair. There are undertakers
in Rome who often purchafe the digging of fields, gardens, or vineyards,
where they find any likelihood of fucceeding, and fome have been known
to arrive at great eftates by it. They pay according to the dimenfions
of the furface they are to break up, and after having made Effays into it,
as they do for coal in England, they rake into the molt promifing parts
of it, though they often find, to their difappointment, that others have
been beforehand with them. However they generally gain enough by
the rubbifh and bricks, which the prefent Architeés value much beyond
thofe of 2 modern make, to defray the charges of their fearch. T was
fhown two fpaces of ground, where part of Nero's golden houfe ftood,
for which the owner has been offered an extraordinary fum of mony.
What encouraged the undertakers are feveral very ancient trees, which
grow upon the fpot, from whence they conclude that thefe particular
traéts of ground muft have lain untouched for fome ages. 'Tis pity
there is not fomething like a publick regifter, to preferve the memory
of fuch ftatues as have been found from time to time, and to mark the
particular places where they have been taken up, which would not on-
ly prevent many fruitlefs fearches for the future, but might often give a
confiderable light into the quality of the place, or the delign of the ftatue.

But the great magazine for all kinds of treafure, is fuppofed to be the
bed of the Tiber, We may be fure, when the Romans lay under the appre-
henfions of fecing their city facked by a barbarous enemy, as they have

done
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done mere than once, that they would take care to beftow fuch of their
riches this way as could beft bear the water: befides what the infolence
of a brutifh Conqueror may be fuppofed to have contributed, - who had
an ambition to wafte and deftroy all' the'beauties  of fo- celebrated a city.
I need not mention the old commontfhore 6f Rome,” which ran from all
parts of the town with the: current and violence of an ordinary river, ner
the frequent inundations of the Tiber, which may lave fwept away many
of the ornaments of its banks, nor the feveral ftatues that the Romans
themfelves flung into it, when they would revenge themfelves on the
memory of an ill citizen, a dead tyrant, or a difcarded favourite. At
Rome they have fo general an opinion’of the riches of this river, that the
Fews have formerly proffered the Pope to cléanfe it, fo they might have
for their pains, what they found ‘in the bofome of .~ I have feen the
valley near Poute maolle, which they propofed to fathion into a new chan-
nel for it, ’till they had cleared the old for its reception:: ‘T'he Pope hows=
ever would not comply with the propofal, as fearing the heats ‘might ad-
vance too far before they had finifhed . theix work, and produce a pefti-
lence among his people ;. thongh I do net fee why fuch a.defign might not
be executed now with as little danger as i Adugu/fes’s time, were there
as many hands employed upon it. The city of Rome would receive a
great adyantage from  the undertaking, as it would raife the banks and
deepen the bed of the Tiber, and by confequence free, them from thofe
frequent Inundations. to which they are fo fubject at prefent; for the
channel of the river is. obferved to be narrower within: the walls, than ei-
ther below or above them.

Before I quit this fubject of the ftatues, I think it very obfervable, that
among thofe which are already found. there fhould be fo many not only of
the fame perfons, but made after the fame defign. One would not indeed
wonder to fee feveral figures of particular Deities and Emperors, whohad
a multitude of temples erefted to them, and had their feveral fets of
worfhippers and admirers... Thus. Ceres, the moft beneficent and ufeful
of the heathen divinities, has more ftatues than any other of the Gods. or
Goddefles, as {feveral of the Roman Emperefles took a pleafure to be re-
prefented in her drefs. And I believe one finds as many figures, of that
excellent Emperor Marcus Aurelins, as of all the reft: together 5 becaule
the Romans had fo great a veneration for. his, memory, that it grew inio
a, part of their religion to preferye a ftarue of him in almoft every private
family. Bur how comes it tospafs, that fo-many:of .thefc {tatuesiare cut
after the very fame madel; and not enly.of thefe; but of fueh as-hadno rele-
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tion, either totheinterelt ordevotion of the owner, as the dying Cleo-
patra,.the Narciffus, the Faune leaning againdt the trunk of a tree, the
Boy with the bird in his hand, the LZeda and her {wan, with many others
of the fame nature? I muit confefs I always Jook upon figures of this
kind, as the copies of fome celebrated mafter-piece, and quelilion not but
they were famous originals, that gave rife to the feveral flatues which we
fee with the fame air, pofture; and attitudes, What confirms me 1n
this conjeture, there are many ancient ftatues of the #znus de Mediciss
the Silenus with the young Bacchus in his arms, the Hercules Farnefe,
the Antinous, and other beautiful originals of the ancients, that are alrea-
dy ‘drawn out of the rubbifh, where they lay concealed for fo many ages.
Among the reft I have obferved more that are formed after the defign of
the Wenwus of Medicis than of any other, from whence 1 belicve one may
conclude, that it was the moftcelebrated ftatue among the Ancients, aswell
as among the Moderns. It has always been ufual for Sculptors to work up-
on thebeft models; as it is for thofe that are curious to have copies of
them.

I4m apt to think {omething of the fame ‘account may be given of the
refemblance that we meet with in many of the antique Baffo Relievo's.
I remember J was very well pleafed with the device of one that I met
with on the tomb of a young Roman Lady, which had been made forher.
by her mother. The Seulptor had chofen the rape of Proferpine for his
device, where in one end you might fee the God of the dead (Pluro)
hurrying away a beautiful young virgin, (Proferpine) and at the other
the grief and diftraction of the mother (Cérés) on that occafion, I have
fince obferved the fame device upon feveral Sarcophagi, that have enclo-
fed the athes of men or boys, maids or matrons; for when the thought
took, though at firft it received its rife from fuch a particular occafion as
I have mentioned, the ignorance of the Sculptors applyed it promifcuouf-
ly. 1know there are Authors who difcover a myftery in this device.

A man is fometimes furprized to find fo many extravagant fancies as
arecut on the old Pagan tombs. Magks, hunting-matches, and bacchanals
are very common ; fometimes one meets with a lewd figure of a Priapus,
and in the Filla Pamphiliais feen a Saryr coupling with a Goat.  There
are however many of a more ferious nature, that fhadow out the exi-
ftence of 'the Soul after death, and the hopes of a happy immortality. I
cannot leave the Bafo Relievo’s without mentioning one of them, where
the thoughtis extremely noble. Itis called Homer’s Apotheofis, and confilts

of a groupe of figures cut in the fame block of marble, and rifing one
above
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above another by four or five different afcents. Fupiter fits at the top
of it with a thunderbolt in his hand, and, in fuch a majelty as Homer
himfelf reprefents him, prefides over the ceremony,

Euggy 07 &y voma y20ilw drep Hlpoy dAAwy.
Arzorey xopupd modudeioed @ Ovlvumon.

Immediately beneath him are the figures of the nine Mufes, fuppofed
to be celebrating the praifes of the Poet. Homer himfelf is placed at
one end of the loweft row, fitting in a. chair of ftate, which is {upported
on each fide by the figure of a kneeling woman. The one holds a {word
in her hand to reprefent the I/izd, oraltions of Achilles,as the other has
an dplufire to reprefent the Odyffy, or voyage of Vlyfes. . About. the
Poet’s feet are creeping acouple of Mice,as an emblem of the. Bazrachs-
myemachia. Behind the chair {tands Time, and the Genius of the Earth,
diflinguifhed by their proper Attributes, and putting a garland on the
Poet’s head, to intimate the mighty reputation he has gained in all ages
and in all nations of the world. Before him ftands an Altar with a bull
ready to be facrificed to the new God, and behind the vi@im a train of
the feveral Virtues that are reprefented in Homer's works, or to be learnt
out of them, lifting up their bands in admiration of the Poet, and in ap-
plaafe of the folemnity. This antique piece of fculpture is in the pof-
{eflion of the Conftable Colonna, butr never fhown to thofe who fee the
Palace, unlefs they particularly defire it.

Among the great variety of anoient coins which I faw at Rome, | could
not but take particular notice of fuch as relate to any of the buildings or
ftatucs that are ftill extant. Thofe of the firft kind have been already
publifhed by the writers of the Roman Antiquities, and may be moit of
them met with in the laft edition of Domatus, as the pillars of Trajan
and dutonine, the arches of Drufies Germanicus, and Septimins Severus,
the "Temples of Fanus, Concord, Vefta, Jupiter tonans, Apollo and Fau-
flina, the Circus Maximur, dgonalis, and that of Caracalla, or, according
to Fabretti; of Galienus, of Vi efpaftan’s Amphitheater, and Alexander
Severus’s Baths; though, I muft confefs, the fubject of the laft may be ve-
ry well doubted of.  As for the Metq Sudans and Pons Alius, which
have gained a place among the buildings that are now ftanding, and to be
met with on old reverfes of Medals; the coin that fhows the firft is ge-
nerally rejected as {purious; nor is the other, though cited in the laft edi-
tion of Monfieur Paillant, efteemed more anthentick by the prefent Ro-
man Mcdalifls, who are certainly the moft skilful in the world, as to the,

mechani-




R 0% M E 121

mechanical part of this fcience. [ fhall clofe up this fet of Medals with
a very curious one, as large as a Medalion, that is fingular in its kind. On
one fide is the head of the Emperor 7rajan, the reverfe has on it the
Circus Maximus, and a view of the fide of the Palatize mountain that
faces it, on which are feen feveral edifices, and among the reft the fa-
mous Temple of Apelle, that has {till a confiderable ruine ftanding. This
Medal I faw in the hands of Monfeigneur §¢r0zzz, brother to the Duke
of that name, who has many curiofities in his pofleflion, and is very obli-
ging to a ftranger, who defires the fight of them. It is a furprifing thing,
that among the great pieces of Architecture reprefented on the old coins,
one can never meet with the Pantheon, the Manfilenm of Adnguftus, Ne-
7o’s golden houfe, the Moles Adrian:, the Septizonium of Severus, the
Baths of Dioclefran, &c. But f{ince it was the cuftom of the Roman
Emperors thus to regifter their moft remarkable buildings, as well as acti-
ons, and fince there are {everal in either of thefe kinds not to be found
on Medals, more extraordinary than thofe that are: we may, 1 think,
with great reafon fufpect our colletions of old coins to be extremely de-
ficient, and that thofe which are already found out fcarce bear a proporti-
on to what are yet undifcovered. A tnan takes a great deal more plea-
fure in {urveying the ancient Statues, who compares them with Me:als,
than it is poflible for him to do without fome little knowledge this way ;
for theéfe two arts illuftrate each other; and as there are feveral particu-
lars in Hiftoryand Antiquities which receive a great light from ancient
coins, fo would it be impofiible to decipher the Faces of the many f{ta-
tues that are to be feen at Rome, without {o univerfal a key to them. It
is this that teaches to diftinguifh the Kings and Confuls, Emperors and
Emperefles, the Deities and Virtues, with a thoufand other particulars re-
lating to ftatuary, and not to be learnt by any other means. In the /7//a
Pamphilia {tands the ftatue of a man in woman's cloaths, which the An-
tiquaries do not know what to make of, and therefore pafs it off for an
Hermapbrodite; but a learned Medallift in Rome has lately fixed it to
Clodius, who is fo famous for having intruded into the folemnities of the
Bona Dea in a woman’s habit, for one fees the fame features and make
of face in a Medal of the Clodian family.

I have feen on coins the four fineft figures perhaps that are now
extant: The Hercules Farnefé, the Venus of Medicis, the Apollo in the
Belvidere, and the famous Marcus Aurelius on horfeback. The oldelt
Medal that the firft appears upon is one of Commodus, the fecond on one of
Fauflina, the third on one of Anroninus Pius, and the laft on one of Lu-
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cins Verus. We may conclude, Ithink, from hence, that thefe Stdtues
were extremely celebrated among the old Romans, or they would never
have been honoured with a place among: the Emperor’s: coins. We may
further obferve, that all four of them make their firft appearance in the
Antonine family, for which reafon I amapr tosthink they are all of themy
the produét of that age. They would probably have been mentioned
by Pliny the Naturalift, who lived in the next reign fave one before -
towinus Pins, had they been made in his time.  As for the brazen figure
of Marcus Aurelins on horfeback, there is no doubr of its being of this
age, though I muft confefs it may be doubted, whether the Medal Thave
cited: reprefents it.  All I can fay for it is, that the horfe and man on the
Medal are in the fame pofture as they are on the ftatue, and that there is
a refemblance of Marcus Aurelius’s face, for I have feen this reverfe on
a Medalion of Den Livid's cabinet, and much more diftinétly in another
very beautiful one, that is in the hands of Signior Mare. Antonio. It is
generally objected, that Lucius Ferus would rather have placed: the figure
of himfelf on horfeback upon the reverfe of his own coin, than the figure
of Marcus Aurelius. But it 1s very well known that an Emperor often
ftamped on his coins the face or ornaments of his collegue, as an inftance
of his refpeét or friendfhip for him; and we may fuppofe Lucius Verus
would emit no opportunity of doing honour to Marcus Aurelius, whom
he rather revered as his father, than treated as his partner in the Empire.
The famous Antinous in the Belvidere muft have been made too about
this age, for he dyed towards the middle of Adrian’s reign, the immedi-
ate predeceflor of Antoninus Pius. This entire figure, though not to be
found in Medals, may be feen in feveral precious {tones. Monfieur 7.4
Chanffe, the Author of the Mifenm Romanum fhowed me an Antinons
that he has publifhed in his laft volume, cut in a Corwelian, which he va-
lues at fifty piftoles. It reprefents him in the habit of a Mercury, and is
the finelt fnraglia that 1 ever faw.

Next to the ftatues, there is nothing in Rome more furprifing than that
amazing variety of ancient Pillars of fo many kinds of marble. As moft
of the old ftatues may be well fuppofed to have been cheaper to their
firft owners, than they are to a modern purchafer, feveral of the pillars
are certainly rated at a much lower price at prefent than they were of
old. For not to mention what ahuge column of Granite, Serpentine, or
Porphyry, muit have coft in the quarry, or in its carriage from Egypr to
Rome, we may only confider the great difficulty of hewing it into any
form, and of giving it the due turn, proportion, and polith. It is well

known
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known how thefe forts of marble refift the impreflions of fuch in-
firuments as are now in ufe. 'There is indeed a Milanefe ar Rome
who works in ‘them, but his advances are fo very flow, that he fcarce
lives upon what he gains by it. 'He fhowed me a piece of Porphyry
worked ‘into an ordinary falver, which had coft him four months con-

tinual application, before 'he could bring it into ‘that Form. The

ancients had probably fome fecret to harden the edges of their tools,
without recurring to thofe extravagant opinions of their having an art
to ‘mollifie the ftone, or that it was naturally {ofter at its firft cutting

from the rock, 'or what1s'{till more abfurd, that it was an artificial com-

pofition, and not the ‘natural produé& of Mines and Quarries. The moft

valuable pillars about Rome, for the marble of which they are made, ang
‘the four columns of oriental Jafper in St. Pawlina’s chappel at St. Maria

Maggiore; two of oriental Granitein St. Pudenziana; one of tranfparent
oriental 'Jafper-in the Fafican library ; four of Nero-Bianco in St. Cecilia
Tm».rurewge; two of Brocatello, and two of oriental Agate in Don L;-
vio’s palace; ‘two of Giallo Autico in St. Fobn Lateran, and two of Ver-
di Antigue in the Villa Pamphilia. 'Thefe are all intire and {olid pillars,
and ‘made of fuch kinds of marble as are no where to be found 'but a-
mong antiquities, whether itbe that the veins of it are undifcovered, or
that they were quite exhaufted upon the ancient buildings. Among thefe
old pillars'I cannot forbear reckoning a great part of an alabafter column,
which was found in the ruines of Livia’s Portico. It is of the colour of
fire, and 'may be'feen over the high altar of St. Maria in Campirello, for
they have cut it into two pieces, and fixed it in the fhape of a crofsin a
hole of the wall that was made on purpofe to receive it ; fo that the
light pafling through it from without, makes it look, to thofe who are
in the church, like a huge tranfparent crofs of amber. As for the work-
manthip of the old Reman pillars, Monfieur Defpodetz, in his accurate
meafures of thefe ruines, has obferved, that the ancients have not kept to
the nicety of proportion, and the rules of art, fo much as the moderns in
this particular. Some, to excufe this defeét, lay the blame of it on the
workmen of xﬁqypt, and of other nations, who fent moit of the ancient
pillars ready fhaped to Reme: Others fay that the Ancients, knowing Ar-
¢hiteCture was chiefly defigned to pleale the eye, only took care to a-
void {uch difproportions as were grofs enough to be obferved by the
fight, without minding whether or no they approached to a mathemati-
‘cal e:{n&;wfs:_OLhers will have it rather to be an effe® of art, and of
what the Ttalians call the ‘Guffo grande, than of any negligence in the
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Archite@; for they fay the Ancients always confidered the fituation of a
building, whether it were high or low, in an open {quare or.in a narrow
{treet, and more or lefs deviated from their rules of art, to comply with
the feveral diftances and elevations from which their works were to be
regarded. It is faid there is an Ionic pillar in the Senta Maria Trauf-
tevere, where the marls of the compafs are {flill to be feen on the volute,
and that Palladio learnt from hence the working of that difficult pro-
blem; but I never could find time to examine all the old columns of
that church, Among the pillars I muft not pafs over the two nobleft in
the world, thofe of Trajan and Antonine. There could not have been a
more magnificent defign than that of T74jan’s pillar. Where could an
dimperor’s afhes have been fo nobly lodged, as in the midft of his metro-
polis, and on the top of {o exalted a monument, with the greatelt of his
aftions underneath him? Or, as fome will have it, his flatue was on the
top, his urn at the foundation, and his battles in the mid{t. The {culp-
rure of it is too well known to be here mentioned. The moft remark-
able piece in Antonzne’s pillar is the figure of Fupiter Pluvius, {fending
down rain on the fainting army of Marcus Aurelins, and thunderbolts on
his enemies, which is the greateft confirmation poflible of the ftory of the
Chriftian Legion, and will be a ftanding evidence for it, when any paffage
in an old Author may be fuppofed to be forged. The figure that 7#-
piter here makes among the clouds, puts me in mind of a paffage in the
Eneid, which gives juft fuch another image of him. Firgil's interpre-
ters are certainly to blame, that fuppofe it is nothing but the air which is
here meant by fupiter,

Quantus ab occafi veniens pluvialibus hadis

Veroerat imber bummum, quam multd grandine nimbi

In vada pracipitant, guum Fupiter horrvidas aufiris

Torquet aquofam byemem, et celo cava nubila rumpit, . g.

The combat thickens, like the ftorm that flies

From weftward, when the thow’ry Kids arife:

Or patt’ring hail comes pouring on the main,

When Fupiter defcends in harden’d rain,

Or bellowing clouds burft with a ftormy found,

And with an armed winter {trew the ground. Dryden.

I have feen a Medal that, according to the opinion of many learned
men, relates to the fame ftory, The Emperor is entitled on it Germa-
HICHS,
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wicus, (as it was in the wars of Germany that this circumftance hap-
pened) and carries on the reverfe a thunderbolt in his hand: for the
Heathens attributed the fame miracle to the piety of the Emperor, that
the Chriftians afcribed to the prayers of their Legion. Fulmen de cals
precibus [fuis contra bhoftium wnachinamentum Marcus extorfit, fuis pluvid
impetratd cim fit laboravent. Jul. Capit.

Clandian takes notice of this miracle, and has given the fame reafon:
for it.

Ad templa vocatus,

Clemens Marce, redis, cum gentibus undigue cinclam
Exnit Hefperiam paribus fortuna periclis.

Laus ibi nulla ducum, nam flammeus imber in hoflem
Decidit + bunc dorfo trepidum fumante ferebat
Ambuftus fonipes; hic tabefcente [olutus

Subfedit galed, liguefactaque fulgure cufpis
Canduit, et [ubitis fluxere vaporibus enfes.

Tunc, contenta polo, mortalis neftia tel:

Pugna fuit ; Chaldea mago fen carmina rita
Armavere Deoss [en, quod reor, omne tonantis
Obfequinm Marci mores potuere merers. De Sexto Gonf. Hon.

So mild Aurelius to the Gods repaid

The grateful vows that in his fears he made,
When Latium from unnumber’d foes was freed:
Nor did he Then by his own force fucceed;
Bur with defcending fhow’rs of brimftone fir'd,
The wild Barbarian in the ftorm expir'd.

Wrapt in devouring flames the horfe-man rag'd,
And fpurr'd the fteed in equal flames engag'd :
Another pent in his fcorch’d armour glow'd,
While from his head the meliing helmet flow’d;
Swords by the lightning’s fubtile force diftill'd;
And the cold fheath with running metal fill'd:

No human arm its weak affiftance brought,

But FHeav'n, offended Heav'n, the battel fought;
Whether dark magick and Chaldean charms
Had fill'd the skies, and fet the Gods 1n arms;
Or good Aurelius (as¥ more believe)

Deferv’d whatever aid the Thunderer could give.
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I do not remember that M. Dacier, among feverdl quotations on this
{ubje&, in the life of Marcus Aurelins, has taken notice, either of the
forementioned figure on the pillar of Marcus Autoninus, or of the beay-
tiful paffage 1 have quoted out of Claudian.

It is pity the Obelisks in Romehad not been charged with feveral parts
of the £g yptian hiftories inftead of hierogliphics, which might have given
no {mall light to the antiquities of that nation, which are now quite funk
out of fight in thofe remoter ages of the world. Among the triumphal
arches, that of Conflantine is not.only ‘the ‘nobleft of any in Rome, but
in the world. I'fearched mnarrowly ‘intoit, efpecially -among ‘thofe ad-
ditions of feulpture made in the :Emperor’s own age, to fee if {
could find any ‘marks ‘of ‘the -apparition, ‘that ‘is ‘faid ‘to have preceded
the very victory which gave occafion 'to ‘the triumphal arch. But there
are not the leaft traces of it ‘to be'met with, ‘which is ‘not wery ‘ftrange,
if we confider that the greateft part of ‘the ‘ornaments ‘were talen from
Trajar’s arch, and fet up ‘to the new conqueror in no {mall hafte, by
the fenate and people of Rome, who were'then moft of them Heathens,
There is however fomething ‘in ‘the infcription, which:is as old as the
arch it {elf, which feems to hint at'the Emperor’s vifion, Jmp. Cef: FI,
Conflantino maximoP. F. Augufto §. P. 9, R. guod inftinétu Divinitatis
mentis magnitudine cum exercitu fuo tamde Tyranno quim de ompi ejiis
failione uno tempore juftis Rempublicam ultus eft armis arcum trium-
Pphis infignem dicavir. There ismo ftatue of this Emperor at Rome with
a crofs to it, though the Ecclefiaftical Hiftorians fay there were many
fuch erected to him. I have feen of his.Medals;that were ftamped with
it, and a very remarkable one of his fon Conflantius, where he iscrown’d
by a Vittory on the-reverfe with -this infcription, In boc Signo Victer
eris . This triumphal arch, and fome other buildings of the fame age,
fhow us that Architecture held up its head afterall the other arts of de-
figning were in a very weak and languifhing :condition, as. it ‘was pro-
bably the firlt among them thatrevived. If:l .was furprized notto find
the Crofs in Conflantine’s avch, 1 was as'much difappointed not to fee
the figure of the temple.of Ferufalem on that .of ZTitus, where are re-
prefented the golden candleflick, the table of thew-bread, and the river
Jordan. Some are of ‘opinion, that the compolfite pillars of this
arch were made in -imitation.of the pillars. of .Solomon’s temple, and
obferve that thefe are the moft ‘ancient .of any that are found .of that
order.

It
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1é is almoft impoflible for a man to form, in his imagination, fuch beau-
tiful and glorious fcenes, as are to be met with in feveral of the Roman
Churches and Chappels; for having fuch a prodigious ftock of aneient
marble within the very city, and at the fame time fo many different quar-
ries in the bowels of their country, moft of their chapels are laid over
with fuch a rich variety. of incruftations, as cannot poflibly be found in
any other part of the world: And notwithftanding the incredible, fums
of mony which have been already laid out this way, there is flill the fame
work. going forward in other parts of Rome, the laft flill endeavouring
to outfhine thofe that went before them, Painting, Sculpture, and Archi-
teture, are at prefent far from beingin 2 flourifling condition, but it s
thought they may all recover themielves under the préfent Pontificate,
if the wars and confufions of Ftaly will give them leave. Foras the Pope:
i# himfelf a mafter of polite learning; and a great encourager of Auts, {o.
at Rome any of thefe Arts immediately thrives under the encouragement
of the Prince, and may be fetched up to its perfection in ten. or adozen
years, which is the work of an age or two in other countries, where they
have not fuch excellent models to form themfelves upon.

I fhall conclude my obfervations on Rome, with a Letter of King Henry
the eighth to 4nn of Bulleyn, tranfcribed out of the famous Manufcript
in-the Vatican, which the Bifhop of Salisbury aflures usis written with
the King’s own hand.

« The caufe of my writing at this time is to hear of your health and
« profperity, of which T would be as glad as in manner of my own, pray-
“ ing God that it be his pleafure to fend us fhortly together, for I pro-
« mife I long for it; howbeit I truft it fhall not be long too, and feeing
% my darling is abfent I can no lefs do' than fend her fome fleth, progno-
“ fHicating that hereafter thow muft have fome of mine, which, if he
« pleafe, I would have now. As touching your Sifter’s: Mother; I have
“ configned Waiter Welfb to write to my Lord Manwring my mind
« therein, whereby I truft he fhall not have power to difleid her; for
“ furely, whatever is faid, it cannot {o ftand with his honour, but that
“ he muft needs take his natural Daughter in her extreme neceflity. No
“ more to you at this time, my ewn darling, but that with a whiftle I wifh
“ we were together one evening; by the hand of yours,
HENRTY.

Thefe letters are always fhown to an Eunglifbman that vifits the Vati~
can Library, Towns
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