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Neighbourheod of Rome. 135

frontier caftle of Radicofani is feated on the highelt mountain in the
countrys, and is as well fortifyed as the fituation of.the place will permit.
We here found the natural face of the country quite changed. from what
we had been entertained with in the Pope’s. dominions,  For inftead of
the many beautiful fcenes of green mountains and: fruitful vallies, that we
had been prefented with for fome days before,  we {aw now nothing but
a wild naked profpeét of rocksand hills,worn on,all {ides with gutters and
channels, and not 'a tree or fhrub to be met with insa vaft circuit of {e-
veral miles. 'This favage profpeét put me inmind. of the fzalian proverb,
that The Pope bas the flefby and the Great Duke the bones of Italy. A-
mong a large extent of thefe barren mountains I faw but a fingle {pot
that was cultivated, on which there {ftood a Convent.

SIENNA, LEGHORNE, PISA.

IENN A ftands high, and is adorned with a great many towers of
S brick, which in the time of the common-wealth were erefted to
fuch of the members as had done any confiderable fervice to their
country. Thefe towers gave us a light of the town a great while before
we entered it. There is nothing in this city {o extraordinary as the Ca-
thedral, which a man may view with pleafure after he has feen St. Peters,
though it is quite of another make, and can only be looked upon as one
of the mafter-pices of Gathic Archite€tare. When a man fees the pro-
digious pains and expence, that our fore-fathers have been at in thefe
barbarous buildings, one cannot but fancy to himfelf what miracles of
Archite@ure they would haveleft us, had they been only inftruéted in the
tight way ; for when the devotion of thofe ages was much warmer than
thatof the prefent,and the riches of the people much more at the difpofal
of the Priefts, there was fo much monyconfumed on thefe Gozhic Cathe-
drals; as would have finifhed a greater variety ‘of noble buildings, than
have been raifed either before or fince that time.
One would wonder to: fee the vaft labour that has been laid out on this

fingle Cathedral. - The very fpouts are loaden with ornaments; the win-
dows
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dows are formed like fo many fcenes of perfpeiive, with' a multitude of
lirtle pillars retiring one behind another ; the great columns are finely en-
graven with fruits and foliage that run twifting about them from the very
top to the bottom ; the whole body of the church is chequered with dif-
ferent lays of white and black marble; the pavement curicufly cut out in
defigns and Scripture-flories; and the front covered with fuch a variety
of figures, and over-run with fo many little mazes and labyrinths of
Sculpture ; that nothing in the world can make a prettier fhow to thofe
who prefer falfe beauties, and affefted ornaments, to a noble and maje-
ftick fimplicity. Over-againft this church ftands a large Hofpital, ereéted
by a Shooe-maker who has been Beatified, though never Sainted. There
ftands a figure of him fuperfcribed, Suror #itra Crepidam. 1 ihall {peak
nothing of the extent of this city, the cleanlinefs of its ftreets, nor the
beauty of its piazza, which {o many travellers have defcribed. As this is
the laft Republick that fell under the fubjeétion of the Duke of Florence,
fo is it ftill fuppofed to retain many hankerings after its ancient liberty:
Fer this reafon, when the Keys and Pageants of the Duke's towns and
governments pafs in proceflion before him, on St. Fobn Baptift's day, I
was told that S7emna comes in the rear of his dominions, and is pufhed
forward by thofe who follow, to fhow the reluétancy it has to appear in
fuch a folemnity. I fhall fay nothing of the many grofs and abfurd tra-
ditions of St. Catharine of Sienna who is the great Saint of this place. I
think there is as much pleafure in hearing a man tell his dreams, as in
reading accounts of this nature: A traveller that thinks them worth his

obfervation, may fill a book with them at every great town in Jzaly.
From Sienna we went forward to Leghorne, where the two Ports, the
‘Bagnio, and Denatelli’s Statue of the Great Duke, amidit the four Slaves
chained to his pedeftal, are very noble fights. The Square is one of the
largeft, and will be one of the moft beautiful in [fraly, when this ftatue
is erected in it, and a town-houfe built at one end of it to front the church
that ftands at the other. They are at a continual expence to cleanfe the
ports, and keep them from being choaked up, which they do by the help
of feveral engines that are always at work, and employ many of the Great
Duke’s {laves. Whatever part of the hagbour they fcoop in, it has an
influence on all the reft, for the fea immediately works the whole bottom
to a level. They draw a double advantage from the dirt that is taken
up, as it clears the port, and at the fame time dries up feveral marfhes
about the town, where they lay it from time to time. One can fcarce
imagine how great profits the Duke of 7#/¢any receives from this fingle
place,
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place, which are not generally thought fo confiderable, becaufe it pafles
for a Free Port. But, it is very well known how the Great Duke, on a
Iate occafion, notwithftanding the privileges of the Merchants, drew no
{mall fums of mony out of them; though flll, in refped of the exorbi-
tant dues that are paid at moft other ports, it deferyedly retains the name
of Free. It brings into his dominions a great increafe of people from all
other nations. They reckon in it near ten thoufand Fews, many of them
very rich, and fo great traffickers, that our Exgli/b factors complain they
have moft of our country trade in their hands. *Tis true the ftrangers pay
little or no taxes direétly, but out of every thing they buy there goes a
large gabel to the government. The very Ice-merchant at Leghorse pays
above a thoufand pound fterling annually for his privilege, and the To-
bacco-merchant ten thoufand. The Ground is fold by the Great Duke
at a very high price, and houfesare every day rifing on it. All the commo-
dities that go up into the country, of which there are great quantities, are
clogged with impofitions as foon as they leave Leghorme. All the W Ines,
Oils, and Silks, that come down from the fruitful vallies of Pifay, Flovence,
and other parts of Zu/cany, muft make their way through feveral duties
and taxes before they can reach the port. The Canal that runs from the
fea into the Arno gives a convenient carriage to all goods that are to be
fhipped off, which does not a little enrich the owners; and in proporti=
on as private men grow wealthy, their legacies, law-fuits, daughter’s
portions, ¢. encreafe, in all which the Great Duke comes in for a cop.
fiderable thare. The Lucquefe, who traffic at this port, are faid to bring
in a great deal into the Duke’s coffers. Another advantage, which may
be of great ufe to him, is, that at five or fix days warning he might find
credit in this town for very large {ums of money, which no other Prince
in Iraly can pretend to. I need not take notice of the reputation that
this port gives him among foreign Princes, but there is one benefit arifing
from it, which, though never thrown into the account, 1s doubtlefs very

~ confiderable. It is well known how the Pifans and Florentines long re-

gretted the lofs of their ancient liberty, and their fubjecion to a family
that fome of them thought themfelves equal to, in the flourifhing times
of their Common-wealths. 'The town of Leghorne hasaccidentally done
what the greateft fetch of Politicks would have found difficult to hava
brought about, for it has almoft unpeopled Pi/a, if we compare it with
what it was formerly, and every day leflens the number of the Inhabitants
of Florence. " This does not only weaken thofe places, but at the fame

time turns many of the bufieft fpirits from their old notions of honour
Vor. IL T . and
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and liberty, to the thoughts of rraffick and merchandife: And as men en-
gaged in a road of thriving ar¢no fricnds_to changes and revolutions, they
arc at prefent worn into a habit of fubje&ion, and pufh all their purfuits.
another way. It is ne wonder therefore that the Great Duke has fuch ap-.
prehenfions of the Pope’s making Civira Vecchia a Free Port, which may
in time prove fo very prejudicial to Zeghorne. It would be thought an
improbable ftory, fhould I fet down the feveral methods that are com-
monly reported to have been made ufe of during the laft Pontificate, to
put a ftop to this defign, The Great Duke’s mony was {fo well beftowed:
in the Conclave, that feveral of the Cardinals diffuaded the Pope from
the undertaking, and at laft turned all his thoughts upon the litte port
which he made at .Autium, near Nettuno. The chief work-men that
were to have conveyed the water to Civita Vecchia were bought off, and
when a poor Capucin, who was thought proof againft all bribes, had un-
dertaken to carry on the work; he dyed a little after he had entered upon
it. ‘The prefent Pope however, who is very well acquainted with the
fecret hiftory, and the weaknefs of his predeceffor, feems refolved to
bring the proje¢t to its perfection. Fe has already been at vaft charges
in finithing the Aqueduct, and had fome hopes that, if the war fhould
drive our Lnglifb Merchants from Sicz/y and Naples, they would {fettle
here. His Holinefs has told fome Englifh Gentlemen, that thofe of our
nation fhould have the greateft privileges of any but the fubjects of the
Church. One of our countrymen, who makes a good figure at Rome,,
rold me the Pope has this defign extremely at his heart ; bur that he fears
the Englifp will fuffer nothing like a Refident or Conful in his domini-
ons; though at the fame time he hoped the bufinefs might as well be
tranfatted by one that had no publick charaéter. This Gentleman has
fo bufied himfelf in the affair, that he has offended the French and Spa-
nifb Cardinals, infomuch that Cardinal Fanfon refufed to fee him when he
would have made his apology for what he had faid to. the Pope on this
fubjeét. There is one great objection to Civita Fecchia, that the Air of
the place is not. wholfome;; but this they fay proceeds from want of In-
habitants, the air of Leghorze having been worfe than this before the
town was well peopled.

The great profits which have accrued to the Duke of Fhrence from
his Free Port have fet feveral of the States of Jfaly on the fame project.
The moit likely to fucceed in it would be the Genvefé, who lye more
convenient than the Penetians, and have a more inviting form of govern-
ment than that of the Church, or that of Florence, But as the Port of

Genoa
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Genoa is fo very ill guarded againft ftorms, that no privileges can tempt
the merchants from Legherane into it, {o dare not the Genoefe make any
other of their ports Free, leaft it fhould draw to it moft of their Com-
merce and Inhabitants, and by confequence ruine their chief city.

From Leghorne I went to Pifa, where there is {hill the Shell of a great
City, though not half furnifhed with Inhabitants. The great Church, Bap-
riftery, and leaning Tower, are very well worth feeing, and are built after
the fame fancy with the cathedral of Szenna. Halfa day’s journey more
brought me into the Republick of Lucca.

The REPUBLICK of LUCC A4

T is very pleafant to {fee how the {mall territories of this little Re-
I publick are cultivated to the beft advantage, fo that one cannot find

the leaft fpot of ground, that is not made to contribute its utmoft to
the owner. In all the Inhabitants there appears an air of chearfulnefs and
plenty, not often o be met with in thofe of the countries which Iye a-
bout them. There is but one gate for Strangers to enter at, that it may
be known what numbers of them are in the town. Over it is written
in letters of gold, Lzbertas.

This Republick is fhut upin the Great Duke’s dominions, who at pre-
fent is very much incenfed againft it, and feems to threaten it with the
ee of Florence, Pifa and Sienna. The occafion isas follows.

‘The Lucquefe plead prefeription for huntingin one of the Duke’s fo-
refts, that lyes upon their frontiers, which about two years {ince was
firietly forbidden them, the Prince intending to preferve the game for
his own pleafure. Two or three Sportfmen of the Republick, who had
the hardinefs to offend againft the prohibition; were. feized, and kept in
a neighbouring prifon. Their country-men, to the number of threcfcore,
attacked the place where they were kept in cuftody, and refcued them.
The Great Duke redemands his prifoners, and, as a further fatisfaction,
would have the Governor of the town, where the threefcore aflailants

had combined together, delivered into his hands; but receiving only ex-
T2 cufes,
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