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Stennay Leghovnes Pifa. 130

Genoa is fo very ill guarded againft ftorms, that no privileges can tempt
the merchants from Legherane into it, {o dare not the Genoefe make any
other of their ports Free, leaft it fhould draw to it moft of their Com-
merce and Inhabitants, and by confequence ruine their chief city.

From Leghorne I went to Pifa, where there is {hill the Shell of a great
City, though not half furnifhed with Inhabitants. The great Church, Bap-
riftery, and leaning Tower, are very well worth feeing, and are built after
the fame fancy with the cathedral of Szenna. Halfa day’s journey more
brought me into the Republick of Lucca.

The REPUBLICK of LUCC A4

T is very pleafant to {fee how the {mall territories of this little Re-
I publick are cultivated to the beft advantage, fo that one cannot find

the leaft fpot of ground, that is not made to contribute its utmoft to
the owner. In all the Inhabitants there appears an air of chearfulnefs and
plenty, not often o be met with in thofe of the countries which Iye a-
bout them. There is but one gate for Strangers to enter at, that it may
be known what numbers of them are in the town. Over it is written
in letters of gold, Lzbertas.

This Republick is fhut upin the Great Duke’s dominions, who at pre-
fent is very much incenfed againft it, and feems to threaten it with the
ee of Florence, Pifa and Sienna. The occafion isas follows.

‘The Lucquefe plead prefeription for huntingin one of the Duke’s fo-
refts, that lyes upon their frontiers, which about two years {ince was
firietly forbidden them, the Prince intending to preferve the game for
his own pleafure. Two or three Sportfmen of the Republick, who had
the hardinefs to offend againft the prohibition; were. feized, and kept in
a neighbouring prifon. Their country-men, to the number of threcfcore,
attacked the place where they were kept in cuftody, and refcued them.
The Great Duke redemands his prifoners, and, as a further fatisfaction,
would have the Governor of the town, where the threefcore aflailants

had combined together, delivered into his hands; but receiving only ex-
T2 cufes,
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cufes, he refolved to'do himfelf jufcice. Accordingly he m:dered all the
Lueguefe to be feized that were found on a market-day, in one of his
frontier towns. Thefe amounted to fourfcore, among whom were per-
fons of fome confequence in the Republick. They are now in prifon at
Florence, and, as it is faid, treated hardly enough, for there are fifteen of
the number dead within lefs than two years. . The King of §pain, who
is Protector of the Common-wealth, received information from the Great
Duke of what had pafled, and approved of his proceedings, with orders to
the Lucgquefe, by his Governor of Milan, to give a proper fatisfaction,
The Republick, thinking themfelves ill ufed by their Protector, as they
fay at Florence, have fent to Prince Eugene to defire the Emperor’s pro-
tection, with an” offer of winter-quarters, as it-is-faid; - for four thoufand
Germans. The Great Duke rifes on them in his demands, and will not
be fatisfied with lefs than a hundred thoufand crowns, and a folemn am-
bafly to beg pardon for the paft, and promife amendment for the future.
Thus ftands the affair at prefent,. that may end in the ruine of the Com-
mon-wealth, if the French fucceed in Zzaly. Itis pleafant however to hear
the difcourfe of the common people of Lu#cca, who are firmly. perfuaded
that one Luequefé can beat five Florentines, who are grown low-fpiri-
ted, as they pretend, by the Great Duke’s oppreffions, and have nothing
worth fighting for, They fay they can bring into: the field twenty or
thirty thoufand fighting men, all ready to facrifice their lives for: their
liberty. They have a good quantity of arms and ammunition, but few horfe,
It muft be owned thefe people are more happy, at leaft in imagination,
than the reft of their neighbours, becaufe they think themfelves fo;
though fuch a chimerical happinefs is not peculiar to Republicans, for we
find the fubjects of the moft abfolute Prince in Eurgpe are a5 proud of
their Monarch as the Lucquefe of being fubjeét to none. Should the
French affairs profper in Italy, it is poffible the Great Duke may bargain
for the Republick of Lwcca, by the help of his great treafures, as his
Predeceflors did formerly with the Emperor for that of Sienna, The
Great Dukes have neyer yet attempted any thing on Lucca, as not only
fearing the arms of their Proteftor, but becaufe they are well aflured
that fhould the Lucquefe be reduced to the laft extremities, they would
rather throw themfelves l}nd&l: the government of the Genoefe, or fome
ftronger neighbour, than iubrm_t to a State for which they have {o great
an averfion. And the Florentines are very fenfible, that it is much bet~
ter to have a weak State within their dominions, than the branch of one as
ftrong as themfelves.  But fhould fo formidable a power, as that of the

French
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French King, fupport them in theit attempts, there is no government in
Ttaly that would dare to interpofe.  This Republick, for the extent of
its dominions, is efteemed the richeft and beft peopled State of Iraly.
The whole adminiftration of the government pafies into different hands
at the end of every two months, which is the greateft fecurity imaginable
to their liberty, and wonderfully  contributes to the quick difpatch of all
publick: affairs : ‘But in any exigence of ftate, like that they are now.
refled with, it certainly asks a much longer time to conduét any defign,
for the good of the Common-wealth, .to its maturity and perfection.

Fomen it 550 Wl Do G Rk

* Had the -good luck to be at.Florence when there-was an Opera aéted,

- which was the eighth that I had feen in Z#aly. 1 could not but {mile

* toread the folemn- proteftation of the Poet in the firft page, where he
declares that he believes néither in the Fates, Deities;: or Deftinies; and.
that if he has madeufe of the words, it is purely out of a poetical liber-
ty, and not from his real'fentiments, for that in all thefe particulars he
believes as the Holy: Mother Church believes and commands.

PR:OTEST A,

Le woei Fato, Deita, Deflino, e fimiliy che per entro quefto Drama
trovarai, (on melle per ifcherzo poetico, e non per (entimento vero, cre-
dendo fempre in tutto quello, che crede, e comanda Santa Madre chiefa,

There are fome beautiful Palaces in' Florence; and as Tufcan pillars
and Ruftic work owe their original to this country, the Architects al-
ways take care to give them a place in the great Edifices that are raifed
in Tufeany. The Duke’s new palace is a very noble pile,, built after this
manner, which makes it look extremely folid and majeftick. It is not
unlike that of Luxemburg at Paris, which was built by Mazy of Me-
dicis, and for that reafon perhaps the workmen fell into the Z#/@en hu-

mour, I found in the court of this palace what I could not meet with
any




	Seite 139
	Seite 140
	Seite 141

